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Dourgecis Parliamentary Efcceduze - Mike Parker = - -

= f Maay conrades used tc movement rules of procedure at m eetings have
- : difficult time at union meetins, CUnventlons,fetcl witich stick (er -

- rnore often claim to stick) to Roberts Rules of Order. For the convenience
of such Comrades a summary of the various rules are contained on th.g rev
pafen* This table doesn’t comtain all of the fine points butshould put

sl - 7ou ahead cf most of- the phaony parliamentarians that aboued at such
: —wﬂetxnrfsO A few additionat points: T -
- 1) Only one motion at a time may-be on the floor and there is a
“tedet rule of precedence. The motions on the Feversec f'the page are

E "isted im crder of precedences = - . e
o 2) To Take From the -Table: [ecause it is so easy under Robertsto
“.-able something (no debate, majority vete) it is also eady to "Take - <
Z7om the Table", Takes precedence over no pending question but has -
“he right of way over new main motions is business of this clasg 4s
‘2 ordet. - . o : . - :
- 3) To Reconsider: Intreduction of motion is privileged (may
interrupt budiness) but consideration has same rules &4s main motion.-
Sace motion to reconsider is made, no implementation of original_
- “otion can be made.- 1If reconsideration is carried, then business
- avertsg to situation just before vote of original was taken (i.e.
debaue is on motion tou reconsider = no debate on original motioh). — -
- "~ liotion may only be made in same sesSion or next sesgsicn of meeting.
After that moticn.to rescind is required. . - _ -
= -~ 4} Point of Parliamentary Inqdiry Directed to chair, may -
- _ . interrupt speaker if necessary. ) ’ -
- 5) Point of Information: Directed toward personw ho has floor, =
e may or may not choose to entertain information. Comes off B -
- - ocpeaking time of one who has floor . " e
- — 6) Call for a- Divise:- u J'\uvliuui\r‘idhal ha,s' th—t: ia ht to cd- 1 &
Divisien (a count of the nyes and Nayes) in any case where he
~ - - doubts the decision of the Chair on a voice or hand count.,
- D Debateh'Unle s o*her rules a:é provided-for debate, the rules -

he body for no more than 107m1nutes each time, except that neo _
ziber may speak a second time when anyone who has not spoken cnce .
_désires the floor. ' ' : : ’ - -
77 8) Call of Move the (Previous) Question: In Robe ts, there isno
‘istinction between 'call™ or "move" the previ ous gqwestion, @ d the
& szoceduxe is that the budy votes on whether -it wants to eand debate
*\2/3 necessary)., Normal usage, hoWever, i3 that somebody calls the
testion,s If anybody-objects,; the question is not called and ) »
eb‘ te continues (uswaily the chair recogmized the persofl who objiected.)-
e mebody wlsbcs to foree a vote on closing deba#te he "moves the
ju .

estionn” - .
9) Votings 1In all-cases unless otherwise specified im by-laws or -
CGHStltUt‘OR? majority or 2/3 refers only to those voting ayeo or nay
- (esg~ a wote of 3 in favor, 2 opposed and-346 abstaining ©5 a - =
v = 9°Jo'jmy vote and the motion passes). Motions whidh-are not pas Seﬁ
are defeated - i.e., a tie vote means a-vote is defeated.

- 190) Cuormm: The presumption is that a guorum is present unless a
Quorum call is made» Thus business is official even if conducted — ]
without a guorum so long as no one .calls for a quorum. A fuarum call”
gan hot be called out but must be made-by someone who has the floor
dader nmormal procedure. Once a quorum call ks been made amd it is

- - found that there is not sufficient quorum, then theée only official
business that-can be conducted is setting the time of the next meetan g
and/or measures necessary to achieve a Wuorumo - _-



SNOLLOW TV.I.NH(]IDN[

SNOLLOW ANVIQIseENs

SNOILOW (IDTHAN

.

\

M z' Bibarable | Avendab Requires a Voie lﬂwoi:fﬂ” Can Be Motions Motions
. Motion ‘ atavtel | Ame able Second - Required Another Is | Reconsidered ;: fh’c.h Which f”ly
Speaking prlies to It
Time for Next Mecv_mg - . - .

(when privileged) - No Yes Yes Majarity No No None - Amend
Adjourn No Neo Yes Majority No Ne None None
Recess No Yes Yés Majority No No None None
Question of Privilege

(treat as Main Motion) Yes Yes Yes Majority Yes Yes " None All

Noge; it takes ..~ | None; except
Ordess of the Day No No No % to postpone Yes No Any special |, postponep
. special order - . order orders
' ) e Lay on tabl
Appeal No No Yes Maoiey Yes Yes | Apydecision Close debate
. € chalr Reconsider- -
. - None; unless ) Ar .
Point of Order No No Ne appealed; then Yes No Ny motion | e
majority or act
Ob Main guestions
J{ma:;;z“&mnflmnon No. No No 24 - Yee Yes and questions | Reconsider -
. i . ’ . of ‘privilege
Reading Papen, Neo No Yes Majority No Yes None None
Withdrawal of Motion No No ~No Majority No -- Yes Aby mation | Reconsider
- Any motion
Suspension of Rules No No Yes % Neé - No where needed | None
= Main questions,
Lay on the Table No No Yes Majority No _ No appeals, ques. |None
of pnvn_lfge,
. rece .
Previous Quecnon Ne No Yes % No Yes Any debatable Recousider

{close debate) - motion .
Limit or Extend Limits No Yes Yes % No Yes Any debatable | Reconsider -

of Debate ) motion.

E N Amend
Postpone to a Yes Yes Yes Majesity No Yes Ma;’;', ex:m;xon, I}feconside-

Definite Time : iy imit or

! privilege | Close debate

: : - Cl Amend
Refer or Commit Yes Yes Yes _ Majority No Yes Ma:;;;: 05;0“’ Reconsider
, rviege _|Limitr

Main motion,
. limit debate, | Amend
Amend Yes Yes Yes Majority No Yes refer, postpone, &eeonsider
RN P . x time debzte
o gubs bl fe next meeting _ ::E et
e I . , Main motion, {Linnit or
Postpone Indefinitely Yes No Yes Majerity No Yes ques. of Close debate
L _‘ . : . privilege Reconsider
MAIN MOTION Yes Yes Yes Majority No Yes Nene {Al
Yes, if ‘ .
motion to Any motion | Limit debatc
Reconsideration® which it No Yes Majority Yes No | except adjourn Lay on table
: applies is e suspend rules Post;_mnc
debatable lay on tab]e | definitely
-1 %% of members
present; ma- |
: jority when Main motions,
_ Rescind* Yes Yes Yes notice to res- Neo Yes appeals, ques. |l
- cind was gwen of privilege -
at previous
meeting

ALL OF THE RULES AT A GLANCE

*These are treated as if they were main motions.
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The recent pre-convention discussion in our party stimulated
a widespread interssi in the theoretical roots of our proqgram of
transitional demands. A number of hranches organized educational
discussions in response to this interest. However, their efforts
+o0 find availablec reading matter on the question were not very
fruitful. - The National Education Department was not in a position
to undertake the preparation of new material on the subject. It
decided to reissue the only siidy outline the Party had published
on this question in the past and which was no longer available.

This outline was first vresented in the from of two lectures
o the Philadelphia Branch in the Summer of 1944. The date of its
writing should be noted in view of the fact that some of the refer-
ences to the post-war pericd r~re general and on the historic scale,
rather than attempts at precise relaticn of the transitional demand:z
t0 a concretely analysed nost-war economic situation. Tt was thouah::
advisable to leave the cutline in its criginal form and get it into
the hands of the party as soon as possibde rather than delay it for
necessary revicions in line with the mcre exact analvsis of the
nost-war situation made by our party today. rnother reason for
he decision o refrain from a re-writing is that the Mational
Fducational Department plans a much more thorough and comprehensise
study outline cn this guestion. It will apoear as one of the Blue
Cover Serice. Until then, the present edition should nrove a valu-
able stop gap.

‘Ernest Erber
National Educational Department
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WHAT IS A PROGRAM OF "TRANSITIONAL" DEMANDS?.: .

l. Socialist Programs Have Q.Scientific Basis

Socialisté, that is, Marxists, differ’from'éii other politicai
movements in that their activities are based upon a scientific
examination of the sociaty we live in and its history.

This examination of society and its history, begun by Marx
and carried on _by other great Socialist thinkers, has resulted
in a whole series of conclusions. The latter;havehbeen’teseedf
against the background of nearly 100 years of histroy. They have
been riched, expanded, added to, or altered in the light of ex-
perience. This series of conclusions or body of theories is the
scientific program of our movement . T

The pain tenents of‘this'program are:

(a) the theory of historical materialism

(b) the labor theory of value and surplus. value

(c) the theory of the class struggle

(d) the theory of the %lass character of the state

(e) the theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and

(f) the theory of the classless society of socialism.

2. How Our Scientific Program Was Developed
Socialism, that is, Marxism, is a science.

Its theories are, therefore, developed like those of any
other-science, i.e., by a sober, scientific analysis of all facts,
data, and experiences at hand. The materials that the Marxian
scientist deals with vary from the history of revolutions to a
government census report, from the trends of international tfade
to the lessons of the latest strike. : )

However, no matter what his materials, the Marxist seeks al-
ways to produce one thing: a truthful statement of conditions
and of their trend or direction of development. In this he yields
neither to the pressure of the ruling class nor to the prejudices .
of the workers. Once the Marxist deviates from skeking the truth,
in order to please this or that interest, he becomes a navigator
without a compass and sinks to the level of the politicians and
professors of capitalism who lie and deceive for a l1living.

Marx began the great work of seeking the truth for the working
class. He developed our philosophical views (dialectical material~
ism) , our method of interpreting history (historical materialism),
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our analysis of capitalism (labor theory of value), and our under-
standing of the class struggle. This work was carried on by Lenin
who developed our views on the nature of the state, on the need of
a revolutionary party, on the form of the proletarian dlctatorshln,
and on the nature of the proletarian revolution. These views were
further enriched by Trotsky with our theory of permanent revolution.
In addition to these there have been countless other contributions,
great and small, by the many thinkers arid activists of the working
class mOVement of many countries.

All of these theories lead to the one'finalyconclusibn. that
capitalism is unable to continue and must give way to the Socialist
Soc1ety

As active part1c1pants in the making of history, Marxists
aim all their activities toward that final goal: to abolish capi-
talism and establish Socialism - : : ‘ S

3. Can We Educate the Working Class to Socialism?

If we are to abolish capitalism and establish Socialism we
must have the power necessary to do it. This requires that we
have on our side the active majority of the population, above all,
"the decisive majority of the wage workers.

- How can they be mobilized behind our movement to establlsh
Socialism? )

Ve attempt, of course, to educate as many as possible to
“understand our scientific program. However, the conditions of
life under capitalism ame such that the great mass of the workers
are not able to study and learn the involved and complex theories
necessary for such an understanding. Only an exceptional hand-
ful or workers are in a position to do this. :

A large number of workers are able to understand our views
about the need to abolish capitalism and establish Socialism.
The worker has much experience with capisalism that makes him
sympathetic to what we say. Our description of what Socialism is
- and how it will work sounds attractive and practical to him. But
this understanding, too, comes only to a minority of the workers.
The combined forces of capitalist propaganda through school,
press, radia, movies, church, and other means closes the minds of
-most workers to an acceptance of Soclallsm as a practical solu- -
tion to their difficulties,

Meanwhile, the conditions of capitalism force the mass of
the workers, regardless of what they think of Socialism, to con-
stantly struggle for a better liviihood, or at least to defend
what they have. As part of the working class, we Socialists
take part in this class struggle. K Because we have a scientific
program we do not take part blindly as do the mass of workers.
We know the causes of the struggle, we can interpret its stages
and we know the ultimate solution, Socialism.
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But it became obvious to Soc1allsts almost foom the outset
‘that it-was quite impossible to give:. the workers any guldance or
direction .in the day to day struggle if the onlz goal ‘the Social-
ists aimed at was Socialism. To jachieve Socialism would truly win
the class war for the workers. But before an.army can win a war
it must win battles. Each battle :aims at a certain immediate and
practlcal goal. :Once this is achieved, the army aims at the next
objective. .To gf%e intelligent direction to the working class in
its day to day struggle the Socialists developed a-program of:

4. Immediate Demands

The immediate demands raised by the Soc1allsts varied, of
course, from country to country and in accordance with the pre-
vailing conditions.

_ However, they all had one thing in common: they were demands '
that could be achieved within the framework of capitalism.

It was hlghly improbable that most of them would be realized
under capitalism. However, what we must remember is that their
adoption would not require a break in the- system of capitalist
property relatlons. :

Such immediate demands usually were of two general catagor-i
ies, polltlcal and economig.

The polltlcal demands were concerned with the establishment
and exgans;on of democratic institutions, Socialists living -in
monarchles, like Germany ‘and- Russia before 1914, called for a re-
public..  Socialists in France called for women's suffrage. So-
cialists in America called for direct elections, abolition of the
Senate, election of all judges, referendum on war, etc. These
are examples of the political demands.

. The economic demands were concerned with improving the wage
earners' p051tlon. They were demands for unemployment insurance,
old age pensions, eight hour day, adequate relief for the needy,
public works, .jobs for. the unemployed, etc.

. The Soclallst,programs before 1914 were therefora written in
two distinct sections. The first section was a statement of the -
scientific program of -Socialism. The second section was a state-
ment of the immediate demands for which the Socialists asked the.
workers to £1ght as the next stage in their stwouggle. They were
often referred to, as the "maximum" program (i.e. Socialism):and
the "minimum" program (i,e. reform under capitalism). The classic
Erfurt Program of the German Socaal Democratic Party (published .
in this country under the title of “The Class Struggle", by Kerr
and Co.), written by Karl Rautsky, was an examole of this. It in
- turn was the model  for practlcally all the party programs of the
old Soczallst Internatlonal. o o
“What happened in practice with these programs? Did they -
serve as an effective guide to the Socialists in leadlng the work-
1ng class and- flghtlnq for Socialism?
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What happened in practice was that a great gulf was created

between the "mamimum" and the "minimum" demands. The "maximum" de-
"mands -became the basis for héliday speeches and manlfestoes, e%

on May Day. The "minimum" demands became the basis of the day‘to
day work.in elections, trade unions, and in Iegislatlve bodies.

Tul nre~-war 8ocialists found no way to brldge the gulf ‘(no" that _
they ‘tried). The out and out reformists in the party sald that So-
cialism would be the result of a gradual achlevement,oijmore and
moge immediate demands until cavpitalism would ‘grow ;nto Socialism
almost unnoticeably. The orthodox Marxists ' Opcosed this concept of
‘piecemeal Socialism and said that Socialism would be the result of

a catastophic end of capitalism and the introduction of a Social~

ist order. But until thep they too saw in the immediate demands

the -only practical basis of day to day struggle. They looked to

the workers beeing educated in this day to day struggle until a ma~- .
- jority were prepared to fight to the "maximum" program of Soc1allsm.,
Meanwhile the qulf remained unbridged.

5, Lenin Finds a "Transitional" Bridge

The program. of ‘the Russian Socialists (both Menshevik and Bol-
shevik wings had the same program) was. based on Kautsky s-Erfurt
Program. It was superlor to the lattér in that At restpred Marx's

" -classic phrase of “"dictatorship of the proletariat” in place of

Kautsky's more general wording which indicated that the working
class would rule through a parlimentary democracy. However, it
too followed the classic division of a "maximum” program and a
"minimuim" program. This sufficed throughout the. years of prepara-
tion for the revolutlon. The Bolsheviks educated a generation of .
Marxists on the basis of the ‘scientific program of "maximum" de-
mands and- steered the oarty through- nerlods of upheaval and. of re-
action on the basig of their "minimum® programr, {The latte¥ was
condensed for popular presentation into the so- called "three whales"
of Bolshev1sm, the republic, land for the peasants, and the eight -
hour ‘day.) ' . .

T

However, in the summer of 1917 the economlc and polltlcal si- ’
) tuathn of revolutionary Russia was such that the minimum” pro=-.
- _ ~ram no longer sufficed. The o0ld. order had broken down and the .

- .. - sovernment showed no 51gné of being able to keep the c;-

e LrOm complete starvation, Produétion, transportation, and’

dlstrlbutlon were rapidly reaching a state of complete paralysis.
Meanwhile the Bolsheviks had become 3 tremendous force and were
seriously aiming at taking power. Thev already had a majorlty of
the industrial workers behlnd them. These Were tradltzonally SO-’;

‘cialist in their v1ews "The Bolshev1ks Had won them over by show—
ing that they fought consistently for a Socialist solytion. But
the millions of peasants, the middle class, the peasant soldiers’
.~ garrisons and at the front, and the less advanced workers,:
oza had to be convinced that the Bolsheviks deserved power on
R EE & praCLlcal progaam. Lenin gave them such- a program.

= SLav ) L i pnagram,Lenin took a completely new poxnt
-++e. Whereas the old programs proceeded from a division
<~ those demands that cou‘d be achieved under cabitalism and those

RN
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that could be achieved under Socialism, Lenin proceeded by—asking,,
"What is necessary to solve cur problems?". and proceeded to give
the answers without regard to "whether it can ke achieved under ca-
pitalism" or not. ' ' ©

He pointed out that economic chaos would engulf the country un-
less they immediately broucght about the unification of all banks,
~the nationalization of all monopolies ‘and trusts, the opening of
all books and accounts of the CathdllSLS for-inspection by the wor-
kers, etc. All of this must proceesd under the control of the wor- -
kers through tne1; elected committeesﬂ Was this Socialism? Of .
course not. Was this cepitalism?  Hardly. Would it work? Was it
a stable plan? Lenin offered nc guarantees. This is at least a
solution in the richt divection. -

But the Kerensky governmant will not adopt this program, the
workers answer. And Lenin says, "Of course not. That is why we
must transfer all power to the Soviets, that is why we need a gov-
ernment of the workers and poor peaaants. .

The old "maximum" program gave the workers a glimpse of the

Socialisf futqref\ it showed’them tHe whole s-=stem and all of,iﬁs
workings. Buf it zeemed tco far -sway for most workers to see and
understand. Lenin took the worke¥s right up close. They could not

see the whOW, thing. They did not'know how its various parts would-
fit together. Nor did they care. This was for hte bourgeois eco-
nomists to worry .zbcut. The workers locked into a window marked
_"nationalized banks" and it looked’'like a practical proposition.
They supported it. 2And to achieve this and many other solutions
they placed the Bolsheviks in power in the Sowiets and the Sowiets
_in power in the country. ’

Lenin had "zo0ld" ‘them on Socialism without regard for labels.

Lenin's program to fight economic chaos was not the presenta-
tion of the 'Socialist fluture as the alternative. It was a program -
of drastlc, yet practical, proposals for a way out of the crisis.
It was offered without reqgard for the' "limits of capitalism". -Ac-
tually, it was impossible tc achievethis program and leave. capl-
talist propexty relations undistwrbed. But the masses-said, "Give
‘us. the solution and let capitalism take care: of itself."

Lenin said his program "is not yet Socialism, but it is no -. -
longer capitalism.” -

Lenin Mad found a program of transiton from capital lism to
bO”lallsm ‘That is why his demands were referred to as"transition-
al" demands and his program a "trans1t10nal" Drogram. '

Lenin had found the bridge between the immediate demands- of
the day to day struggle and "max1mum" demands of the Socialist
society. :
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PART TWO

THE TRANSITIOWAL PROGRAM ON THT AMERICAN SCENE

6. Can the American Workinq Class Be Educated to Socialism?

) The Anmerican worklng ‘class lags behind that of everv other
country of the world in its political development. . With the.excep-
tion of England, the workers of every European country have in the
past espoused Socialism in some form as the goal of their, struggles.
Even the English Labor Party has adopted its own brand of Socialssm
as the goal of the class struggle. But the American working class
has for a hundred years of organized existence remained immune to
a Socialist perspective. The historical reasons for thés are the
subject for a separate study. What concerns us now is the inescap~
able fact that the Amerlcan working class has lived through a world
war, through a decade of economic breakdown of capitalism, and now .
through a second war without showing any signs of the acceptance of
Scoialism as the alternative to capitalist society.

It is now the year.1944. The prospect for the post-war period
is one of turhulence'anduvielent social conflicts. The workers will
learn much in this pveriod. But who will say that there is still -
time in America for the péecemeal education of a Socialist working.
class? The great strqules are too close upon us. The final de-.
cisions between the working class and fascism will certalnly come
long before a Socialist working class will be trained. Yet the )
great social struggles and the rise of fascism will pose the Social-
ist solution squarely before the workers. How will they come:to.

accept Socialism?

7. .The American Working Class Will Accept Socialism in Form of a-
Serles of Specific (Transitional) Solutions

Hlstorlcal development has cast the thlrklng of the Amerlcan
workers in the most, piecemeal, day-to-day "practical” form. They
‘have, consequently,’rejected Socialism in theorv. But they:will be:
.all the more practlcal in acceptlng it in practice. ‘o L

how else will the workers of +hls country be able to answer
the overwhelming logic of the situation when capltallsm can provide
no jobs, except through 1ncrea51ngly more radical Socialist meas-
ures. Already the post-war plans of most unions show a lack of

“faibhh in the ability of "private enterprise"” to provide -a going

economic life. The post-war plans of the UAW go further than any
in this direction and link up their planning with great reliance

upon government intervention and control over: economy, including

nationalization of many basic enterprises.

Of course, none of these meagurea'are calle@ soc1allst1c by ..,
the unions. Nor will the even more radleal steps be thought of as-
Socialist. Even when the capitalist press will howl "Socialism”
and ‘"Communism®, the workers will deny it or ignore it. If the
banks close down again the workers will become convinced that only
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nationalization of the banks can bring security to their savings
and their homes. If raw materials and foodstuffs accumulate in the
countryside and people are in want in the cities, the workers will
become COnVaned in favor of direct government dlstrlbutlon.

In this sense the redent Brewster “"stay-in" is of tremendous
symptomatic significance. The contract was cancelled. There was
no work to be done. The workers were to go home and look for an
employer eisewhere. But the workers thinking transcended these
accepted patterns of "wage-slave" behavior. They no longer thought
"normally" about a lay-off because down in theér bones they felt
that these are not normal times and that normal solutions are out
‘of place., The long years of the depression still leave their trace
‘upon the workers' thinking and the long shadows of the. coming -post-
war depression already are cast over their minds. The Navy and
Brewster said, "There is no work, look for a jOb elsewhere." - "Why
elsewhere?”, the workers asked. "We will stay in the plant and
look for something to do here. These are our jobs and here we will
work. Instead of looking individually for another job we are more:
"secure in staying here and 1ook1ng for another contract and raw ma-
terlals with which to work." =

The 1dea of a "stay-in" for a contract and jobs will soon
forge a link in the workers' thought to its next, higher stage:
workers control of production.

It is in this fashion‘that the American workers will acceptA
Socialist solutions to their propjlems and carry through a Social-
ist revolution.

§. The Nature of the Problems That Will Face the American Working
Tlass ' :

The Amerlcan worxeog class will only accept such thoroughgoing
measures when it Becomes inescapably plain to everyone that they
are the only way out. The guestion then arises, "Will the crisis
of capitalism prove so insoluble that only these measures can _af-
fect a solution?"

The basic premise upon which a program of tran51tlonal de-
mands must rest is that the social order is in such a state of eri-
sis that only - revolutionary economic measures assure a way out.
If such a crisis has not gripped society, if normal measures within -
capltallsm can Drov1de a solution, then a program of transitional
steps to Socialism becomes meaningless. Worse, it serves to mis-
direct the Marxists and throw them off their course so that they
lose touch with the main stream of the working class in struggle.

It is our contention that American capitalism has been in a
state of cridis since 1929. The days of "nermal"” capitalism are
over for good. 'The depression of 1929-39 was relieved only by the
war, which is but a different form of caoftalist crisis. Even if.
we have a period of "civilian goods" prosverity after the war, it
will be both brief and very limited. It may prove that no more
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than a year,; at most two, will suffice to once more stock the mar-
ket with automobiles, refrigerators, and radios. If it was posf
sible-to turn the nation into an arsenal for the world it will
-prove far simplexr to turn out an ovex—productlon of consumers doods.
Nor will such a form of "prosperity" affect the whole working ¢lass.
Miners, steelworkers and other basic producers cannot be emnloyed
on civilian orders . at the rate they have been on war work. Unen-
ployment in any one branch of economy means lack of ourcha51ng
power for civilian goods and affects, in turn, production else-
where. One of the worst immediate victims of pease production will
- be the farme#. The lag of farmers'® purchasing nower will react -
sw1ftly upon industrial oroductlon,. ' ' B '

lhe crisis of 1929 was not ac01dental It was not the result
- of one single cause. It was the accumulation of the multitude of
contradictions inherent in capltal;st economy. These have not
been eliminated by the war. . They have been neld in check  tempor-
arily through. the operation of the abnormal war-tame economy. With
‘peace, the depression  of 1929-39 will strike the United States with
redoubled force. . Ewents will move sw1ftly, oramatlcally and chaotl—
>cally From manpcwer shortages and labor drafts we will pass with=~
in a few months +o mass unemployment of millions. From ratlonlng
and material shortages we will pass within a few months to over-
production- and stagnating surpluses. .From the fever pitch of war
we will pass suddenly to the chilling paralysis of depression.

. This condition of capitalism is the "final crisis". It is the
normal condition for .an over-aged and. out-dated economic order.
The  system has been in a state of decay on & world scale. since
1914 and in this country since 1929. The depth and. ranqe of the
decay is so penetrating and all~embra01ng that no phase of Ameri-
can society escaped its effects. That is why it is proper. to
speak of it as a "social drisis". This denotes that it is more ba-
sic that a conjunctural crisis that capitalism has always
.known_ and has always overcome in acceptad economic channels. The
sogial crisis will only be overcomeﬂby,going:beYOnd the framework
of'‘capitalism for a solution,;‘g e 7 . Co '

9. Why All Workable leutlonc Nlll Vlolate Capltallst Prooertx
nghts

In the face of such a catastroohlc breakdown of capitallst
economy, all "immediate.demands'- will, soon appear to be pltlfully
itinadequate. What meaning will .it. have to speak of public works,
fadequate relief, and.similar measures when 20 million will .be unem-
-ployed, (i.e. about half of.the. working class), when many plants.
will be completely shut down. and ®thers will work ..at 50% capacity,
.when farm surpluses sill pile up and hungary people will search for
a hand-out in cities? Of course, Socialists will fight for imme-
diate demands like public works,jobs and-relief. But as a.party
that offers a way out this would. seem fantastically insufficient.
‘And with each month that passes and sees capitalism unable to or-
ganize production, the inadegquacy of. all: pronosals that operate
w1th1n capltallst economy will become ‘increasingly obv1ous.,‘

All sorts of capltallst proposals w1l¢ deluge the country



Some will want to tinker with taxation, others with foreign trade,
others with government aid to business, others with subsidies to- -
farmers, etc. These will all operate like Roosevelt's "pump-prim-
ing". They will produce as much water as was used to prime with.
They cannot produce more for the well of capitalism is bone dry.

The workers will hear all this "monkey business" once moeg,
as from Hoover and Roosevelt from 1929 to 1839. It all seems ex-
ceedingly complicated to them, really. unneeecssarily complicated.
Soon the charm of the capitalist medicine men will wear off. Wor-
kers will realize that these people either don't know what must be
done or don't want to do it. The breakdown of one plan after an-
other that limits itself to capitalism will cause the workers to
examine, in that characteristitally simple and direct approach of:
the working class, the nature of the problemn. Here are idle factor-
ies - and here are hungry people. We must bring. together idle machines
and idle men and we must bring together surplus food and hungry peo=-
ple. WNever having been exposed to mumbo-jumbo of a college course
in economics, the workers will take the short cut.

"They will act the way the Brewster workers apnroached the prob-
lem of lay-offs. "We are laid-off? Like hell. We will stay right
-here and find something to do." The workers will likewise reason,
"We-are locked cut and left to rot in idleness while the machincs
rust. Let us take over the factories and set them in operation
through our own factory committees.”

"But this is 1‘legal Y the capitalist press will shriek. To
whlch the workers will answer, "Then it must be made legal. A
government -which says it is legal for a man to ¢o hungry but ille-
gal for a man to work must be changed. We will establish a govern-
ment which says it 15 illegal to lock up a factory and throw men on
the streets."”

Such thinking by the workers is plainly revolutionary, whether
“they.consider it so or not. It simply means that the institutions
of capitalism have come into conflict with the needs of the major-
" ity of the people and latter are trampling these institutions
underfoot to achieve the right to live. '

. 10. The PLATFORM OF THE WORKERS PARTY As a Transitional Program

The Socialist revolution, however, will not come about as the
result of blind action by the masses. The class war is like any
other:war. The army-needs a géneral staff that plans out the'!stra-
tegy and’ directs the day-to-day:'battles. The Socialist revolution
‘is but the last campaign in that class war. -The revolutionary So-
cialist party must guide and direct the actions of the working
class toward the logical and ultimate qoal of the class struggle,
the establlshmenu,off°oc1allsm. y

As p01nted out in the beglnnlnq, the whole theory of Socialism
is based upon our scientific program. BRut for the day-to-day
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struggle we can only. direct the actions of 'the working class, if

we have a olatform of demands that coincides with (a) the level of -
the.workers‘thlnklng and their ‘demands and (b) the practical :answers
to the objective problems that confronts us.’ This is what the plat-
form of the Workers Party =eeks ic 4do. s

It combines bolkh immediazte demands, i.e. those coinciding with
the- workers current level of thought and demands, and transitional
demands, i.e. those that indicate a csolvtion to the deeép- rooted
social and economlc problema cwnfrontjpo the opeople.

Our tran51twonal demands are no more radical that the evils .
they seek to combet. Notﬁlng less hdn these transitional solutions
will be worth discussinrg 1n the face of the grave post-war collapse
_of economy. : : ' R

. Of course, tney do not sound teaqonab]e to“the bulk of the
workers today. If it were cur aim to sound reasonable to the work-
ers today we could fina many pledsant things to 4ell them. But

" - these would all be either lies or half-thuths. It is not the role

of honest Socialists to enter into such lying contests with capi-
talist politicians who are: exoerts in telling pleasant lies to the
people., We set our asighta hlgher and aim to the future Wwhen the
facts of llfe will bring home the truth of our views upon the bones
of the workers. Yes, we note the level wpon which workers think.

. We try to continually find common voice with them in"their daily
needs and demands. LABOR ACTION is doing an excellent job of this.
‘It speaks about wades, prices, jcb freez’ ~g, the "no strike" pledge
"the Little Steel Formu‘a”)’and countless other problems that to~
day occupy .the thinking of th€ trade unlon movement .

But this is only *the ﬁecesSary level at which. our public edu-
cation begins. We would bhe less than honest and stupidly short~
. sighted if we did not tell the truth about. what the workers will
face and how to overvcme 24, th is the duty of a ‘party- that
aLms,toward Socialism. Only in’ Lnls manner w111 it qrow and w1e1d
influenge. .

It is necessary to say that capitalism will ‘not provide pros-
perity.  That there will be millions of unemploved. That factor-
ies will by idle. And at every stage of the workers thinking about
_these facts, we must indicate along what lines the solution lies.
We. must - seek constantlv to push masses into action to achieve this
. or that object toward a solution. 1In this way we build the indis-
'”pen31ble bridge or transition in the workers' thlnklng betweén the
immediate problems of today and the SOClaLJDf re- organlzatlcn of
tomorrow.

e e Ol R @i : N

" The Platform of the Workers Darty otrecses three main con-
cepts toward a kreak with capitalist forms of economy and govern-
ment. - Every step in realizing them Nell be a stOp on the road of
revolutlon.ﬁ,lhete honcents are- B '

Firstly: - Workers ControL, This means much more in our use
of it than it did to the Furcopeans. With them it meant the right
of workers tc examine the corporations' books, to check on profits
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on salaries, cn other "business secrets"” We use it in the widest
meaning of independent working class 1ntervent10n ‘in management
and supervision and governmental authority. In this sense we'! teall
for workers confrol of brodactlon in industry, Wwor workers control
of rationing and distribution, and for workers defense guards to
protect the workerbf»organizations against fascist violence.

None of the above are ccmpatible with camitalism. They all go
beyond the framework of the ncrmal relations in capiftalist produc-
tion, distributicit and goverament. Yet in the post~war period:when
production breaks down, when distribution is strangled by ‘the pro-- .
fit bottleneck, and when fascist violence rises, these demands will
achleve the chasacter of increasingly pressing immediate demands.

To the extent they will be reaiized, they will transter to the
working class a maasure of power in economy and government —- a.re- - -
volutiona;y power. Since the old capitalist state apparatus will
still 1ema1n and since ownership will still rest with the CaDltallSLu,
thiswill be 'a pericd of dual power. It will be resolved only ' .
by the workérs learning from their experiences and going forward
to ~omplete power or by the counter-attack of the capltallsts ‘to
break the workprﬁ’ movement ,

To. the degrc, ~hat these transitional concepts are popular-
ized among even limited nambers of workers today, the job of edu-
cating the working class to understand what it must do w1ll be im-
measurably cagisr tomorrow. ‘

The second concept that the Pla*form stresses ieg the confis--
cation of yhe,grvat.co ncentrations of private wealth

This tco will ;‘c*cas¢nq1y be regarded an urgent necessity-
during the nGCt—wat economic stagnation. Industrial and business
life will practically be at a standstill. Workers will be without:
wages, farmers without cash for “their crops, and small business
"will fold up ca an unprecedented scale. As in the depth of the last
cepresglon, eopls will everywheére ask, "Where is the money? Dur-
ing the war pvarv0pe ‘had a pocketful of money. Now it had disap-
peared." And out c¢f this query will emerge a more and more vocal
answer that. "the ¥ich have it," that the bloated profiteers of the
war are sLttlﬂg out L;a depression on their money bags while the
"little man' is losing his all. Huey Long caught the popular fan- -
cy with his deand that the wealth must be shared. It strikes peo-
ple =5 the Lblgh? of immorality for a part of the population’ to
roli in WteLb witile unemployment and distress stalk the country .

In adﬂltlun, it _secms quite practical tc make the plutocrats
disgorge jpart of their Looty £for the common good. "They have too
much. We h&ve nothing. Their system has cornered all the chips. -
We are bxoke It +he gane iq‘to go on we must have a re-distribu-
tion of rnwpu.' *va the poom pcople -some moreéy so they can start -
life over =ttt s

In edaL**Pp”to this great urge toward confiscation of concen-
trated weaitir, thers 1¢ the very realistic need to find sources
of taxable wealth if the government is to finance schemes to re-
vive economy. Tha last depression saw all sorts pf sales taxes
and other indirect tases levied upon the pecple. These prove very
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unpopular. But beyond this, they are insufficient for any really
drastic measures to provide jobs. It is esiimated that housing
alone will reqguire 50 billion a year if we axz
the problem of replaing the siums with decent houses. This is
somewhere near half of the presént war budget. Such sums can only
be spent by consiscatory upon great incomes and a steep levy-
upon capital wealth. ILven awxdest crograms of the UAW and the

-

CIO would reguire very heavy taxes upon wealth to provide the

funds.

The platform of the Werkers Party secks to educate workers to
understand this used. We call for the esvropriation of- the 60
Familiés, "the plutocratic 3% of the populat -ion vwho own 96% of the
national wealth!" We call for 100% +tax on all war nroflts, above
a 5% maximum on invested aapital.  We cell for a $25,000 ceiling
on all individual income. We call for a graduated capital levy on

all accumulated wealth over $50,000.

These are not'"practical,” it can readily be seen, if we grantc
the existence of capitalism. For instancz, the expropriation of
the 60 Families would mean the expropriation of the capitalist
class for all practical purposes. A reduction of war profits to

5% of invested capital would make it unprofitable to operate plants

in most instances. The corporation would do better by investing

in governm,gu hends. Yet the solution of economic difficulties af-
ter the war will make thasce steps appear as indispensable. The
worker will ncot glve & hang whether bney can pe achieved withir o~
without capitalism. He feels that it is just and moral. Further,
he feels that s unecessary. And still further, it appears as

'
j=te

o
-a simple- and practical prccedure.

nalizaticon. This is the

Thirdly, our platiorm qtrasses n ]
l st production. When

at
necessary £irsi: step in or ua"’ng c
proposed as part of the 5 ; ligm, American workers find
a dozen chijections. Yet . seen how readily in war-time in-
dustrial disputes the rkevs have taken to tnhze idea of the "gov-
ernment tazking over.” '3, of courss, has usually been a farce
as in the cese of the znd the ninss. Yet the import. .t
fact for us bto note is thas striking workers have time and aga.n,
when facedwith the problem, ¢ ~07d that they were willing to go
back to work for the government but not for private employers.

«m w

The hostility to "Socialism" seems suddenly to vanish when con-~
fronted with 2 specific situation ard a2 specific way out. Mere
governuent cper cation of D1ants, even when leritimately that and
"not a feke, iz not socialis This needs ndrcly to be dwelt upon.

But,if .this concept is lln\ea with workers control, it becomes a
mighty weapon in foraing a transitior to the idea of complete na-
tionalizetion. Tf we sece the Brewster stay-in repeated elsewhere
during the posit-war ciisis, and 1f the workers advance to demand
not only a contract but that the government take over the title
to the plani, &and,if the workers proposa to democratically orga-
ize the operation of it, we have wedged our foot inte the door of
socialism and overy advance pushes the door open more widely.

That is why ouv platform.cails for conscription of all war

to seriously tackle
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industries. "Nationalize the banks) big industrial monopolies,,and
transportation systems. No handidg over of govérnment-built and
owned plants and facilities to private ownership?®"

The already immediate .and burning political importance of the

- government-owned plants indicates how vastly important this prob-
lem of nationalization will be after the war. -~ The Baruch-Hancock
report seeks to prepare public opinion for re-privatizing the . |
plants. It is extremely important to capitalism that this be done.
Yet the political repercussions among the people will be great -
when they see.what now anounts to some 25% of our heavy . industrial
capacity turned over to private ownership, and that at a time when .
it becomes evey move evident that private owuershlm cannot prov1de
work . : ‘ . . .

Related to the problem of natlonalwzatlon is the demand for.
an annual wage .  This too .cannot be a workable system under capi-
talism. The chaotic nature of capitalist production requires a
very flex1ble relation with wege laborers. Industry must be in a
position to hire in mass .when they need them,and fire in mass when
they don't need them. .Only a planned economy can pay an annual -
wage . Our public education on the demand for an annual wage will
prove, if we know how to usé it, one of the mightiest levers in
our platform. For linked up with the idea of annual wage, which
proves extremely popular with workers will be government planning
and nationalization. We will press for an annual wage bmt at all
times link it wpth the need for planning. Without planning an an-
nual wage will -prove an illusion. But planning must be nation-
wide and government directed. This can only work if the government
owns the key industries, banks and systems of communication, trans-
portation and dlStrlbutLOn. Annual wage, ‘planned economy and na-
tlonallzatlon under workers control will prove our three mightiest
demands.

11. The Workers Government as the Crowning Demand of Our Platform

None of our transitional demands appear practical without the
assistance of a friendly government. The workers think that cer-
tainly .a congress like the present one and even an administration
as al1egedly frlendly to labor as Roosevelt in the height of the
New Deal would oppose measures such as have been outllned. "These
are all good but the politicians w%ll never allow 1 . '

. To this we answer: "But you say the workers all agree with
these ldeas once they understand them. If the workers are the
majority of the populaiion, .as they are, why should they tolerate
a government that opposes what they want. " Why can 't the working
class -establish 1ts own government - a workers gove*nment’"

In thlb way Ve crown all our other tran51t10na1 demands ‘with
the demand -that becomes a key to. thelr reallzatlon, -e., a workers

- government. : Fer

Just what kind of a government is a workers government? This
is open to many possible interpretations. This is exactly as it
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must be ‘8t present. What is important right now is to flrmly im-
olant in” the minds of the American workers the idea that they are
the mass and they have a right to their own government. Untll
workers. agree. to this concept it is useless to discuss with them
the exact form and structure of a wokkers government. They will in
all p?obamll_:y first conceive of a workers government in very -nar-
row parliamentary channels, i.e. the election of a workers admin- -
istration in contest with capitalist representatives. Such a con~"’
cepticn is, of course, a tremendous leap forward in the thlnklng

of the Amerlcan worners

Hovever, our GClenulflC program of Socialism is based upon the
concept that the state is an instrument of oporession in the hands
of the ruling class, that the capitalist state is built and design~-
ed for the puvno es of malntalnlng capitalism, that the lessons of
every socia '?QVOWutlon have ‘shown that the new ruiing class des-
troys the oLd fo"m* and provides its own class structure. We un-
derstand that the 71ctorj of the working class in the struggle for
power will Obt blish the working class as the ruling class (dic-
tatorChlo of the proletariat). The factory committees, trade
unions, and Wuik?Y“ and farmers councils will be the base upon
which such rulé will rest. The slogan of "A Workers Government"
does not mean some sort of government different from and in addi-
tion““o‘fni~; ror us, a workers government, to be truly that, must
be & dictator sh¢p of the proletariat. However, we use the slogan
of "A Workevv Govnrnement" to instill the idea of workers controll-
ing their dwn & iny. They may interpret the exact form of such a
govevnment'a1‘+n4wntly at each successive stage of the struggle.

We aim, of COI-F», to help them draw lessons from their political
experiences so “hat in the end they will agree with us that a
workers GOVFrnW”Ht means workéng mlass rule based upon the class
institutions aud organizations of the workers. In this sense we
say that the slcgan "A Workers Government® is algebra and a dic-
tatorship of the vroletariat is arithmetic. We aim in time to con-
cretize the algebraic formula with our more specific formulation.

12. The Labor Party as a Means to Fight for the Transitional
Demands ; : )

"But how can we get a workers government," the workers will
ask. We say that the first thing we need is a party - a party of
the workering cla "We must have our own working class party -
a Labox purtvr*ndeoenu@nt 6f all capitalist parties.”

Ag with the concent of a Workers Government, the workers will
conceive of a working class party = i.e. a Labor Party - in very
genaral and usnally reformist terms. But that does not mean that

-we should help him think that way. Our main job is to make him

think about the indéspemsable need of a party of his own - a class
party. This toc is algebra. We pour one content into it and the
workers, still very backward as yet, pour a different content in-

to it. Our point of agreement is upon the need of an indevendent

party of the class to establish the woice of the working class in

control of government.
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‘It is our task to tell the workers the truth. We must always
base ourselves upon the objective situation as we analyze it and
understand that sooner or later developments will press our solu-
tion upon the mass of workers. That is why we call for demands
that are an economic and political transition to Socialism. We
frankly and bluntly say that short of these demands there will be
no serious dealing with economic breakdown after the war. We also
frankly say that if the woklers want to achieve these demands they
must have a workers government. And we are gqually frank in téll-
ing the working class that the first step toward a workers govern-
ment .is the organization of its own class party dedicated to this
program.. That is why our Workers Party platform is also a platform
- wor the coming Labor Party. That is why we propose it in part,
and dometimes in total, for adcption by the Labor Party movement.

Will we succeed in this? This is quite unlikely at present.
However, here and there aspects of our ideas will find their way
into the thinking of gwpups of workers and through them into the
platfogyms of Labor Parties. As time goes by, particularly after
the war, the validity of our ideas will be more and more widely
accepted. : . -

But if the Labor Party is not organized with our platform de-
mands? If it is organized with very mild, reformist demands?
Shall we shun it? Shall we stand aside and say we sill not soil
ourselves with it until it is prepared to accept our advice? Of
course not. A party is alive #in reality as to produce our platform
will hardly be that sectaraan. If the Labor Party is organized on
a reformist platform, we will supvort it provided it s genuinely
based upon the working class and is independent of capitalist par-
ties. But in giving it our support we do not give it our blind
confidence. We take part in its work but we also take pmart in its
deliberations and discussions. Ve take part and censtantly strive -
to gain more and more adherents for our transional demands,.for
we know that the Labor Party must come to accept that way out if
it is to prove a worthwhile instrument.



- s iy T - S
g HO NEEDS I Y
In sur society, wonen are deflned 1n Terms of repr;duction,rather than
mrodugtion. Yet, over 1/3 of cur working force 1is wonen, nost of whon

_ are narried. In addltion, there are nany student-mothers. 0n ‘the
Berkeley canpus alone, there are 5,000 non=acadenic workers who have
1,900 pre=-school children who need child care., The United States 1s the
only industrialized country in ine world which does nct have a public
day care systen for wonel.

WHAT IS AVAILABLE?

Each working riother or student nust find care for her cwn ehildren and
her work or schoolisork depends on 1t. Most women use sitters elther
inside or outside of their hone. They pay up to $25 per week for one
child. The centers avallable have long walting lists and restricted
nolrs. ~ In any .case, nothers usually do not xnow what is really

happening to their children, but becausefof’econamic”neCessity'must work.
The AFSCME Local 1695 has 92 denands to inprove vages and working
conditions which they first presented to the Urlversity & years ago.

All of the denands such as a fully Daid health plai, wage lncreases,

etc., ar e igpqgtgnﬁQQQtﬁthé‘¢hildtdare iSSue*is{Of"top‘pridrity.

" Students and’Working mothers nust have day care centers - a day care
céfiter on campus which would be open To s1l-¢anpus workers and students
Jho need child care.  They- st be client controlied 30 Wwe have a say

4in the care ~f our children., The centers rustbe free - financed by
the University. They nust be open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week SO all
viorkers and students who don't have 8-3 hours can alsc benefit. 4And, 1o
they nust be professionally supervised, The University 18 the largest
enployer in the area; if 1t provides a child care center, the other
centers which are available will be open to workers vho are not
connected to the Unlversity.

Women nust work together to corbat the riale chauvanist scciety and
derand free birth control, free abortions, and an end to sexual
diserimination in education and on the job. Ve Tust support AFSCME
and Wonen's Liberation derands - but this 1s nly a beginning.
Ultinately, we can do this only with building a new soclety which
7ill liberate all oppressed people. Vonen rust participate and
strugglg around the issues that directly effect then 1o ensure their
o needs.
G0 TO THE NOMN RALLY AND DEMONSTRATICN
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
, AFSCHE 1695 & WOMEN'S LIBERATION ,
I.S8., Wonen's caucus, Berkeley Canpus THternational SoClalists .. bl




International Socialism

International Subcomnniice

6 Cottons Gardens

London Z.2 ’
. - 24th November, 1969

Lutte Ouvriere 15(US) : :

Comrades,

/e have been instructed be the annual conference of our organization to organise,
together with other revolutionary socialist organizations in other countries, an inter~
national conference. e believe that this is necessary, given the enormous poten-
_tialiteis for growth ‘aud intervention that now exist in the class struggle for revolu-
tionaries in many countries. A prolonged period of defeat for revolutionary ideas has
led to a fragmentation of experience and isolatien of the militants in different coun-
tries. Faced wiith new possibilities it is important now that we try to overcome this. .
But at the same time, we must hot make the mistake, made so often in the past, by
_the various "Fourth Internationals” of building world korganizations superficially
before any of us have a genuine basis in the class. '

Therefore we suggest the calling :in d couference of revolutionary organizations, at
which: o - o :

l. There would be a debate over fundamental nerspectibes. S .
2. Decisions =onld b4 taken about systamatising fot the immediate future regular
cooperation on a federal basis. ' L s

Ve think that this conference should be jointly spousored by the three organizations-
L.O,; 1.5., dand I.5.(U.G.) - at least, and that arrangements for it should be decided
jointly by negotiations between the three groups. L F

Basis decisions that -1l be taken are:
1. Date and place o

2. Other organizations {0 be invited

3. Agenda R

We suggest that the venue, for reasons of convenience, accommodation, ease with the
police and visa difficulties, should be Loundon. If this is not pédsible, than perhaps
Dublin, Amsterdam or Brussels. In order tb leave time for adequate preperation

it shouid not be earlier than summer 1970 and possibly as late as sprihg VL v

Two sorts of organizations shoiild be Invited:

a) Those originating in the Trotskyist tradition : .

b). Those groupe of more recent origin with little history and traditions as yet and
theorectical approaches that have not yet been crystalised.: : -

Particular problems, however will arise with -

c) The sections of thie different F.I.s. We suffgest that whther we invite these depends
on our assessment of their work in particular countries . , . -

d) The hard spontaneist groups. Again we suggest only inviting ghose that exist as
viable organizati ons andmight be open to debate over fundamentals, g

Agenda’ : J 3 : ; ca T -
Ve suggest to following main sessions:At eaeh the sponsoring organizations will each p
present dovuments that should be circulated at least two months before the conference.
a) Perspectives for western capitalism - . = .

b)Perspectives for the Third World

c) Perspectives for the Stalinist Btates : e

d) The relationship of the revolutionary orgainization to the working class, -

e) Possibilities and cpportunities for international cooperation between revolutionary
organizations. . , -

Ve would like to hear the respomse of L. O, and I.5.(U.S.) to our proposals, ao thet
we can make further preperations jointly. e
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,HE MEANING OG TRANSILIONAIJ POLITICS WK Detroit .
Unfortunately I was unabel to cemplete a planned article on the
anti-war dixcussion in time for the NC. However, I feel I must
comment on the various concepts -of a transitional approach which
began to come out in this discussion. : . SR TR

.The:qonqéptzéanﬁtransitional'prerémis’bééed'én concrete reality,’
. ie.,"'the nature, of capitalism, of “theclass struggle, and of its
~effect‘¢Q“thélcpnsciousness,of the working class.: Our basic’

analysis is ‘that -the .very nature of capitalism:and of:the struggles
which ' this system forces upon ‘the workers points in the direction
,or'workérsﬁcqﬁtpdl,*etc.. Transitional slogans and demands must _
”flow-from‘t@ef'anretehstruggle‘whiéhfWOrkers are engaged in; they
must ‘be a syn;hesis;and.crystalizatibn of this struggle.® In other
‘words, the conschous element - flows foom the objective reality .
and inter-acts with it. An example which comes readily to mind is,
theAdemand_for;wqtkers;control*of'the production line. The workers
are forded to strugglé against the continual speedup and resultant
abominable working cenditions. ~The dema nd for workers- control ™
flows frqm,the,existing-gtrqulé,‘gives"it direction and points
" to workers control of society. ’

A_transitionpl‘programais,not a way of manipulating peopdes minds.. .
",Itfis‘ﬁQﬁF,§i@,W@yuofudrawing out the contradictdons between their
"4ilusions and their goals, in such a way that action which - seem

perfectly reasonable to them, run head-on into the realities of ‘
power and property in this society"" This essentially idealist con- .
cept starts with conscious revolutionaries who seek to change the
minds of others? who have certain "illusions" and "goals" by con-
vincing them to struggle for things which seem "reasonable"to
them. The contrast between this and the approach which statts '~
"with a concrete struggle based on objective conditions and seekdé

L0 give it dizection should 'be.obvious,

““Phe—appearance of such absurd concepts in our movement is a symp-
tom ¢f the long isolation of the revolutiopary movement from the ' -
working class. It is the other side ot the coin of the' concept
expressed by SDS"crazies” that the approach should be to blow the .
minds of the.'workers" of whoever will.listen by beginning the
revolmtion now. g i Wt .

Not unrelated to the above is the ocncept of theneed to win‘iiberals;
to radicalism. There are, we are told, two kinds of liberals: the

‘establishment liberals-{whom everybody :is against) and "leéberals
for whom liberalism is 'the best way to changeand imprgve on a
social order .of ehich tHey are moee or less critical."” This séc-.
ond category, moreover, includes- "The overwhelming majority of the
American working class, blacks,and other:oppressed monorities, and
most :digraffected middle class, types..." i Accoeding to this "ana-
lysis" .spciety - i 'dividdd into two groups,  the rulers and the

“ ‘ruled. Among the rulers there are reactionaries,”conservatives, - -
liberals. Among the ruled there are also these ‘categories as well = -
as, presumably radicals and revolutionaries. The only difference

s, i, R b
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between workers and other sectors of the ruled is their potential
-power. In terms of consciausness there is apparantly no gdifference
whatsoever. It is long overdue to limeit the use of the one dimen-
sional scale of determining conscious (conservative, liberal, radical,
etc.) _ '

Consciousness has a definite class charadter! There is a world of
difference between a middle class liberal and a working class "lib=
eral”. If a group of fank and file workers organize an independent
@lectoral campaign in some locale, even withliberal (i.e. reformist)
illusions we would probably support it even while criticizing its
program; we would certainly view it differently from a middle class
liberal political activity.. Workers seeking to obtain political
power. for themselves is to a certain extent transitional even if it
contains the contradictionof a reforminst program.  The middle class

is powerless as a class and this is reflected in their consciousness.:
They must im the long run turn either to the ruling class oY to the
workers for support. A liberal independent electoral campaign en-
gaged . in;by liberals counterposes dependence upon the rulers for re-
form to political power for the middle class. Political power is -
objectively a dead end for the middle class and the demand for same

is not transitional. Of course we should seek to work with middle
class liberals who are moving in a radical dirdction, but in so doing
we must seek to win them not just. to a Tadical or even "revolutionary"
approach byt to a working class approach - ' -

It is my opinion that it is this lack of a class analysis which 'is
behind the current anti-war dispute and that this question is far
nore important than the. question of the sectarianism of the NAC
(which admittedly existed, at least initially). :



® TAX-FREE BONDS AND THE ANN ARBOR RENT STRIKE : . by Dave Eriedman. .
. ' Passed by the NAC - 5-0 '

i

One of the demands of the Ann Arbor rent strikers is that. the niversity.
of Michigan construct housing, to fill a serious need and gnd the. monyaoly
of local landlords, Given the dominant role of the University in Ann Arbor
and its susceptibility to student pressure, there is nothing wrong with.
this demand -- although ISers should consistently point to the capitalist
state of which the University is but an jinstitutional appendage,. Thig is-
simply :a part, of our.socialist responsibility to broaden -the social . .-
horizons of students so that their campus struggles- teach them something
about_the. larger class society in which. they are set. L

It is.essential that ISers function in a critical capacity with respect to
struggles, like the rent strike, even where we are playing.a leading role
as oxganizers. There is no dichotomy between affective organizing and. .
pelitical criticism. On the contrary,.it cannot hurt.a struggle to explain
some. of the political mis¢onceptions of the participants. That kind of
criticism can only help --.it_ is, in fact, our chief contrjbution as. ..
socialists. . o ' AT
This brings, me to the matter of tax-free bonds as_ a means of financing
housing construction. I understand on the basis of sketchy reports from,

Ann Arbor,:that the rent strike organization has proposed oy is considering
proposing,.that the University implgment_the,appyé_mentggnedldgﬁand by
nse,of tax-free bonds. This is a serious political mistake, for it has the

general effect of pitting a studendl struggle against the économic interiitc
of the working class, which pays for those bonds. We are informed (again

in a very unclear, fashion) that the Ann Arbor ISers have not made this
proposal +-_but it also seems that they have not publicly criticized it
and explained what is wrong with it, Judging from the document by Fiic =
Chester, it appears that the ISers themselves do not understand what is.
wrong with advocating this method of £
housing.

inancing University construction of

The oldest tactic of ruling classes is to pit one section of the population
against another. When it becomes necessary to make cons essions to black
demands, it is done in such a way that white workers foot the bill. When
workers win wage increases, their employers raise prices and attempt to
arouse public hostility to the "self-centered" strikers. Now we ®ee

that when students demand low-cost housing, if they are -successful, that
housing is apt to be built through forms of fund-raising that fall most
heavily on the working class (as Eric admits in his document). The fact
that tax-free bonds are "progressive" by comparison with other methods

o€ used by capitalist institutions to raise money -- this is beside the
point. Such an argument is "lesser-evilism" in the classic sense, like &=
comparing McCarthy to Humphrey and choosing the former. Either way, the -
®% working class pays, and the x%g rich ( the corporéitions) get off.

There is a way out of. this dilemma, for socialists who are not committed
to the maintenance of capitalism or its moethods of oceration. Along with
the demand for University build housing should go proposals for truly pro-
gressive forms of taxation -- on copporate profits, for example. rphjs

requires, of course, that the movement have a broader political outlook
and an understanding that Ann Arbor's problems cannot be solved within
the confines of Ann Arbor and the University (unless it is to be at the
- expense of the working class). But the IS should be pushing this deepex

parspective in any case, even while wholeheartedly supporting the immediate
struggle. : )
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possible. Our jobh is to move on from there, not to prooose and defend the
gompromises.; : o b ’ o ‘ -

JOTE: If it ®X% is true tha: the Ann Arbor IS has not publlcly 1dent1fweq :
itself with the proposal For tax~free Londs, then there is no urgency fer:
the national crganization to puklicly dissociate itself (e. g~, in the I.5.)
with this position, as 7as propd ,a‘ct an earlier NAC mettirg. However,
this document -should be pldceﬂ Before the Ann Arbor membership, tH be
discussed,. criticized and voted-upon (perhaps as a "sense motion"). IT
the branch disagrees, the NAC should be informed why (and whether it is
the analysis that *bny disaygre: with. or whether they think wé have our
vacts wrong, about the local cJtua+$on\. Minally, the NAC should be informec
o precisely wha#h role iSers are playing, pOl¢thdlly and organiZationalliy,
in. the rent strikz. Thisg is important not because the NAC should be.
issuing directives to local branches on tnelf'actlvltles (there are a
rumber of reasons why the NAC shculd rnot do this), but in order that the -
I3 as a whole can learn from fh@ experiences of its parts, and -s0 that 7
ourfpolitica;_dgbates.are based at . least inr part nn ong01ng ac+1v1t1es
racher than abstract theories alone

:“ o e r*****':"* R 'k'}'*"*"‘(***’“‘:* xdk “7"****7

,Ejded note by Mike Uwqqhalt

notion is not intended a3 a critique of the"Ann Arbor Is, but
ner #o what we believe the IS's drientation towards tax- free bonds
suld be. That is why we would like it placed on the’ floor of a meetlng
be discussed 2aé votad upon. The N.O. meant to include Chester's -
uccument in the m*¢11ng also, 51nce this document refers +o it. However,.
we are far behind in oux ofiice work and do not have time to do stenc ~ils
of it now. We hope to get 1t out in thb next mailing. His document was
r.ot a motion for the Ann 2rkor branoh, but rather an eCOnlmlC examlnatLon
ol taxs=free ponrds.

b
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~ It might be argued that "tax the rich" is a fine slogan but somethingr

ﬁpr the future, while the Ann Arbor movement is fighting for housing NOW.
All right, we realize that certain demands are more propagandistic¢’ and

educational, while others can be won in the immediate struggle. One of =

the reasons that Ann Arbor students can win only limited gains is:-that
the working class is not involved in struggle over broad political issues.

Let the rent strike demand University-built housing now, and let the
- University and the state figure out how to raise the money -- and let the

rent strike declare publicly that it opposes (in general, not just in
this case) government poclicies that deny veople low-cost housing and then

place the financial burden on those least able to pay (students. and workers) .

This prOposal -- which ISers ought to put forward even if it is llkely to
be defeated -- is the opposite of what seems to be going on. Instead of

- declaring that their struggle is in solidarity with those working-people,

“the rent strike is proposing financial measures that the tax the workers

- 'to pay for student housing. (It is no answer to argue that cheap Housing
“would permit more working class kids to live in Ann Arbor. That wguld

still be a token amount. And anyway, the Ann Arbor IS has not seen fit to

_ come out for Open Admissions, presumably because that, too, could ‘not

be financed through the normal capitalist methods.)

If the rent strike is strong ehough; it may win its housiné, and the

University may go right ahead with tax-free bonds regatdless of the wishes

of the strikers on methods of financing. (The University coudd pags
the buck to the state government on the issue of money, and there' is no
way of getting around this because the University really is an arm of

- the state, with limited autonomy.) At this point, the Ann Arbor movement

(whlch hopefully, would not collapse from its victory, but would continue
in new forms) would be in a position to criticize the methods of financing,
as antl-worklng class. But if the rent strike itself proposes tax-=free
bonds, it is in no positdéon to complain if and when the proposal is  _~

saccepted And it has little to say to workers, when they react hostilely
to "those middle class students",who are adding to thelr tax burdens.

The same is true for the IS If we are to play a constructlve role in

the xx movement, we must be in a position to p01nt out particular errors
and misdirection. To the extent that the Ann Arbor struggle adopts an =
attitude of narrow self-interest on the housing issue, it will have no.
place to go when the rent strike is over (whether it wins, loses or
Qraws) That is something we should be aware of NOW, as socialists who x

-yiew these struggles in-a historical context. And what we are aware of,

we should state publicly, not in an obstructionist or sectarian fagshion,
But as the most important contribution that we have to make to the
immediate struggle. : - : : &

"{Part of. the problem seems to be this: Eric in his document seems to

feel that in order for the movement's demands to appear reasonable to

- the base of support, in order for the demands to be winnable, the movement

must take responsibility for figuring out how the capitalist state, or

. particular institutions, can implement those demands more-or-less within

the system. This is a dangerous position for socialists, for it leads

directly, as the movement gains power, to the historical role of the

focial Democracy in taking responsibility for the preservation of- the
capitalist system. It would make it very hard for us to support demands
for the elimination of class, race, and sexual tracking in the schools, -
jobs for all etc.. If the movement's immediate XEEREREIRXIXkEXERRXIKKIEXXX
demands are "impossible", our rulers will make some concession that is



Tax Free Boudsg

Eric Chester
- . Ann Arbor_ IS

Tax-free bonds are bonds issued by state and local governments
or agencies for the purpose of raising funds for construction. Normally the
federal government taxes interest receipts as it does any other kind of income
flow. In establishing the original income tax about fifty years ago, Congress
exempted receipts from state and local bonds and all attempts at repealing
this measure have failed. ' .

First, an examination of the positive featurs of the operation of

Vthisr law. ~State and local governments bear the burden in the present federal

system for Virtually all of the expenditures con social weliare. Education, mass
transit, welfare, and roads are all primarily funded on the state and local

level. The federal government primarily spends funds on warfare and-related

activities, such as veterans benefits and interest payments on the federal debt.

) Accompanying this cleavage on the expenditure side is one on the
receipt side, taxes.. State and local taxes are regressive, that is, those with
low incomes pay a higher percentage of their incomes in taxes than do the 7
rich. The chief regressive taxes are the property tax awd the sales tax, al-
tho gh most states also have heavy excise laxes on beer, wine, liquor and _
cigarettes. Corpaate taxes at the siate level are minimal and are bound to =
remain so since corporations can move to escape tixes. On the other hand,
federal taxes are based on the incocme tax and the corporate profits tax.-

Both types of federal taxation are studded with loopholes. None-
theless, federal taxationis, cverail, progressive, unlike state and local taxa- _
tion. Further, both the Hcuse and Senatée have passed tax bills which reduce
personal taxation. increase covpervate taxes, and plug some loopholes used by
rich individuals. ) 7 et

Viewing the entire siructurc, state and local government expenditures
are for social welfare but their funds are extracted from the poor. The federal-
government tends to tax corporaiions and the rich, but it spends money on
wars. -Clearly pressure should be exc7ted to force the federal government to
divert'funds to subsidize social welfare functions sponsored on the local level. -
Tax-free bonds are a mechanism which achizves this transfer, although inef~
ficiently. ) . ' o o
Explicitly. the exemption of state and local bonds from federal ™
taxation allows these agenciés_ to issue bouds at lower interest cosis. ‘America.
has a well~Jdeveloped capifal market in which invesios secure different kinds
of assets depending on their tax bracket, their estimate of the future, their -
analysis of the ‘risk involved, etc. Inthis case, the capital market balances ~
demand so that the extra real ya'ld from a tax-free bond relative to a regular
bond at a given interest rate is balanced by lower yi¢lds from the tax-free bond .

The efiect a removal of the exempticu would produce is fairly clear- -
Vields on state and local securities would incrcase sharply and potential ’
construction c¢osts for school buildings,-roads. hospitals, woudl soar. There
are two possible results this might have on social welfare spending. First, -
local governments might ignore the increase costs and continue thier previous

rate of construction. Since these units tax regressively, the end result would
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be increased taxation for the poor. MOst studies have shown that this is the
likely outcome." Alternatively, construction schedules might be curtailed and
vital social welfare expenditures cut. Neither choice appeals.

~ The crucial problem with the tax-exempt bond is that it gives a
tax bréak to the rich. This occure becanse of the different marginal tax rates
for individualg. - Federal income tex iz ncminally progressive;. that is;. the
higher the taxable iicome, the higher the vate of the income tax.. The other
tax rate is that for corporate profits and bank-received interest. This rate
is 48% and it'is a flat rate. Therefore only individuals facing an effective tax
. rate over 48% will *buy tax-iree bouds. : o

, To demonstrate the tax lcophole involved in this process, let's
use a numerical’ example. Let us assume that regular corporate bonds are
being issued with a yield of 9% . Now, banks would have to deduct from this.
9%, return 4.5% in taxes {(assume 50% tax rate for simplicity), so that the
effective rate of return with be 4.5% {9-4.5).- Now the yield on tax-free
bonds will be driven down to 4.5% since thc demand for bonds with a yield
‘greater than this will be larger than the supply. Now this 4.5% yield will
'still be attractive to these individuals’in a tax bracket higher than the cor-
porations and banks face. They will snap up ‘thes = bonds and will gain a-
substantial bonus in the process. In our erample those paying 70% on mar-
- ginal taxable income would have to deduct fvom the A% yield on corporate

bonds 6.3% (9x .7) so that the real yield would be 2.7% . Thus rich indi-
viduals are reaping a bonus of nearly 2% on return from investments because
of tax exemptions of state and local bounds. :

- Thus the issue of whather the federal government should exempt
state and local bounds from taxation involves contradictory forces.. On the
one hand, provisicns to-subsidinz interest costs of local governments for-
worthwhile projects by the federal government should be supported because
of the more progressive tzx strucivre of the federal government. On the
other hand, the specific means uscd to sccomplish this goal are inequitable,

" since a tax break for the rich accompanies the iransfer of funds from the

federal to the lacal level. Sevcral celutions to this question have been
proposed, of which the easiest ic that 25-30% of the interest payments of
state and local units would be returned to the borrowing unit by the U.S...
government. This would approximately match the benefits of the present
exemption without creating a loophole for the rich, QOutright repeal of the
exemption without an accompanying revisiou suculd not "e supported. The
sharp increase in interest payments by state and local units would overwhelm
any increase in cguity due to increas ad tax payment by the rich. )

. This analysis of the overall effects of tax-free bonds is not directly
relevant to the issue of the housing progvam. Therc are two basic questions:
First, whether Univevsity~built housing would have positive effects. Second,
whether issuing tax-free bonds tc build housing would further add to a tax
advantage to the richs  On housing: 1) First, it must be recognized that
“any bonds issued by the university are tex-frec, Opposition to a demand
that the University issues these bonds to build low-cost housing is in effect .
opposition to any University~financad housing.: (or for that matter, any
housing built by logal cr state governments that is not directly funded by -
federal aid). 2) Any housing not built by tax~free bouds will be substantially
higher in reéntal level. Interect payments are'a significant part of housing
costs. (Research is'now being done which will'pinpoint the dollar amount of
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this difference). 7’:}‘ Higher rents for the proposed housing are regressive in
several ways. A: Part of the IS program is that the housing be open to non~
students with M,w incomes. Higher rents will effectively squeeze them out.
B: A major goal ir demanding substantial University-built housing is to
undg;mut the market and drive down rents in all of Ann Arbor, both commu-
nity ‘and stvdent rents. C: While Univ.. of Michigan students come frem
upper middle-class backgrounds, their living standards are rotten. (eople-

are shoved into small apartments which fall apart and arve not kept up.

There is a clear difference between the living standards of students and

their parents. D: High cost of living in Ann Arbor is a factor which main- -

tains the University as a citadel of the well to do. While the primary chan-

neling function is accomplished by the K~12 schooling system, an added

barrier in the h1gn coct of sending students ot the ""better' schools in Michi-
gan are because of Ann Arobr's exorbitant living costs. 4) Alternative
forms of subsidization are regressive or unavailable. Federal funds atlow
interest rates ar= sharply limited in quantity and-would only build units for
several hundred. State or local funding would be more regressive since it
would be based on the sales or property tax.

On the tay break for the rich, the difference between marginal
changes and the _verage gain must be kept clear; As pointed out above,
the tax rates {or the rich occur because the individual income tax has pro-
gressive tax vates for the higher brackets. The rich pay up to 70% of their
taxable inccme, ord this rate d gscends for taxable income in lower brackets
Corporations aud banks pay a 48% flat rate on profits and interest payments
and they are the primary investors in this society. The capital market
equilibrates the tex-ivee bond rate to the regular taxed-bonds, so that
they retura tc the :Eux'ﬂ {marginal) buyer of bonds is equal. Otherwise if the
net returm (after tazes)ic vot equilibrated, investors will shift bonds by
purchascs and sales. To use th2 previous example of corporate tax at 50%,
ragular cc seate hords yield 9%, then tax-free bonds will yield 4. 5%
(9% X ©0%). Riera individuals who would pav 70% on taxable income above a
certain level would iuvest in tax-free bonds since the 6.7% yield is 1.8%
greater than the net yield on corporate bondsﬂ

czalk reccived by the rich on tax~-free bonds depends on
vates based oa the progressive individual income tax.

varying mav gﬂ =
The 48 % corporat 4 bauk profit tax puts a ceiling on this break at the
equilibrating rotes {in our example 2 and 4.5%). Corporations and banks
are prepared to supply virtually iufinite amounts of funds to the tax~free and
bond market since 2ny small shift downward will make tax~free bonds more
attractive than corpovatebonds. That is, using our example, if theyield on
tax- 2zempt bonds moves upward to 4.501%, banks will be prepared to buy
virtually infinite emounts and the yield will return to 4.5% .

New if the cnlyv buyers of bonds were individuals, any increase in-
the supply of tax~free bonds would lower the bond price and raise the interest
rates. Thiz would ¢zocur because interest rates of tax-free bonds would
have ‘o increuase sc t‘nat individuals in tax brackets below that which had
previcuslv providad finds for tax-exempt bonds would shift funds out of
corporate bonds and into state and local securities. The existence of cor-
porations and banks with huge sums of investments in securities which are

tax=d at a higl. flat rate changes this situation. An increase in the supply
of tax~free bouds will only lead to a shuffle in portfolios and no significant
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shift in the differential between taxed and non-taxed bonds.

_ Owere tax~free bonds are both progressive in that they shift
Zands from the feveoral to the state and local level and are regressive in th-
they provide a tax haven to the rich. Certainly a more equitable method ci

“shifiing funds into state and local constriction could be devised and such
‘efforts should b2 supported. Yet this is not the concrete issue which face"
the IS vis~a~-vi: the xmusmg program.

] A demand that uznvers1t1es build low-cost housing open to both
students and non-sindenis is a demand which both leads to greater equity
:nd provides the possibility of building an alliance with community people.
. s well 2s having a potential for radicalization of students. In order for
vhivarsity-built housing to significantly moderate local landlord super-
profits, it would havc o rely on a roundabout federal subsidy, tax-free
ponds, fov initial capital. Such a federal subsidy, given the present siate
ci the securities market, would not involve a significant break for the rich
throush an increase in the difference in interest yields between bond types.
A federal sub 2idy is jusiified in this case, given the lack of an alternative
s:bsidy, -the pu gtrcsswe structure of federal taxes, (both corporate and
privatej, and ihc benefits to lower income groups of such university-built
" housing-

B ok MU ok ke

Refereace: Ot and Meltzer, Brookings Institute. Tax-Exempt Bonds.




PROPOSAL TO FURTHER INCREASE 1.5. CIRCULATION Gay S.

At the NAC meeting of 11/25/69 the NAC passed a motion (see minutes of same date)
essentially stating that the organization begin to see the fole of the I.S. as more central
to its work and to make distribution of the I.S. a high proority organizationally. The
intent of the following proposal is to further concretize the intent of that motion.

At this point it is planned fo expand the run of the I.S. to 7,500 copies by April and
10, 000 copies by June 1970. In order do assure that these figures are realistic and ji%e
with our real ability to circulate the I.S. (as opposed to comrades keeping 30 adpes in
their homes rather than'15) the NAC proposes the following:

1. Each club immaddiately assign one highly responsible comrade to act as a liason with
Kit. This person is to be fesponsible for assuring the organization of I.S. distributicn
and to be responsible for aiding Kit in soliciting articles for his or her area. (The name
of the liason is to be forwarded to both Kit and the N.O. immediately.)

2. The distribution of the I.S. at natbonal and local movement adtions,rallies and meet~
ings take pr'esidence over, though not exclude, mass leafleting. This means that tri-
adequate, as opposed to token nurdger s of comrades be assigned to sell the I.5. in addi~
tion to or rather than leafleting. , - ’ '

3. That the I.S., liason work out as regulara schedule as possible for the hawking of ths -
1.8. (all comrades should be involved in this activity in some way). This should not in~
clude only one's own campus but any other concievable place, for ex., other campuses '
in your area, high schools, conferences and .rallies of other movement groups, Mora
torium activities, etc. Although it is recognized that probably few comrades actually
enjoy "hawking' the I.5., many comredes have stated that they have found it quite eas-
to do so, selling 25-50 in one to two hours. - - _ )
*At this point clubs are only assighed 15 copies. of the I.S. per member. Stretched over a
a period of a month, the selling of 15 papers does not seem to be a great burden. If we
are to increase the press run it should probably be assumed that along with increasing
our general circulation in bookstbres and news stands, subscriptions,etc., we will also
have to increase the numbers of papers permember to each club. - Therefore adequate
and consistant selling of the I.5. will be necessary.. -

4. That all clubs.make it a practice of selling the I.5, at meetings of other radical and
movement . gr,oup“s, including vconferences', forums, etc.

5. 1.S. liasons and MAL's approach both campus and community based bookstores,
newstands, etc. about the possibilites of carrying the I.5. The general way this is -

~ handled is on a consignment basis with our recieving 12¢ and the stoee keeping 8¢ per
copy. (The N.O. will provide forms for this ;) Papers for the stores will be sent to the
liason who will be responsible for seeing that they get'there, money and extires are
picked up, etc. o L o o -

6. The I.S. initiate a subscription drive beginning January 1,1970. That the goal of the
organization be 5 subs per member by the end of February (1, 500). To facillitate, this
the N.O. will provide '"handi-dandi" subscription forms (printed on our own press and
capable of bethg carried on person at-all times).

*The I.S5. liason should keep the N. O. informed semi-monthly onthe number of subs 'qlub
has sold and any interesting salws ploys or gimmicks diecovered (like relatives).

Itis to be remembered that the purpose of the above, although most importantly is to
" expand circulation and make the use of the I.5. more central to our work, is also to:
" immediately increase working capital for the paper enabling the 1.5. to pay for itself
(thereby assuring to continuance) and to get us out of debt. For this reason clubs should
consider the sale of both the IS and IS subs to be an extwmely high priority - approach-
ing a disciplined activity. (In areas where chapters are not campus based and most
domrades based and most comrades work, thereby making selling the IS extremely

difficult, a liason should be appointed anyway and different quotas can be arranged.)



SOCIALIST ORGANIZATION AND ITS PRESS

Motion submitted to the NAC by Kim Moedyr; passeéed 4-0

The socialist press has always been central to the building of the socialist
movement. Lenin stressed the importance of revolutionary party's press in
raising the consciousness of the working class, ‘and in giving the party a co--
herent central life transcending its local activities. Indeed, a relatively small
socialist organization that attempts to reach large numbers of people, - be they
workers, students or anti-war activists, has no other méans of'conveying its-
total politics than its press. Mass leafleting, while necessary, is at best

ad hoc, getting across only a short message concerned with basically one
aspect of our politics. . Forums, meetings, etc., of course; reachan even .
smaller audience and are also limited in what they can convey. The newspaper
remains, for us, the only way tc comment on and analyse a mutliplicity of
issues, and more importantly, to put across an overall program. Our ability to
make our active participation in-arenas or struggles political, rather than
merely tactical, depends to.a great degree on the aggressive use of the IS

- and on the content of the paper. As important as this; is the role that IS can’
play in unifying the activity and political line of the organizsdtion in its work.
As it stands now, the organization, though formally a national organization,

in reality still functions as a loose federation in which the NAC and NC have

no meaningful or consequential way of even conveying, let alone enforcing, its.
decisions. When Lenin spoke of the role of the press in giving coherence to
socialist organi zation he was speaking largely of this sort of function. That is,
the press actually conveys the political line, as well as the general politics, of
the organization. Itis hardly necessary to-make the leap to.a democratic cen=
tralist organization, however, for the press to play an important central poli-
tical role. ' If we are to become a real national organization; the IS muwst become
‘a more central and serious organizational task.

In the last year, the IS (newspaper) has become a relatively high quality paper,
at least when compared to what is around. The'IS has become usable, and has
been used by comrades to a greater degree than in the past. This is due primarily
to the persistance and hard work of its editor, Kit Lyons, rather than to a serious
-organizational orientation toward building our press. The general attractiveness
and relevance of the IS that is the resuli of Kit's labors has made it possible
to distribute IS to a far greater degree than in the past. At the Washington
~Nov. 15th March, for example, only 20-30 comrades were able to sell 1,000
copies in a few hours. Furthermore, wherever comrades have pushed IS on :
their campus, individuals have beenable to sell more than 50 copies, with little-
more effort than it takes tomass out leaflets'in a short period of time. This in~
dicates that, at last, itis possible for us to make the IS an important aspect of
the work of the organization. So far as increasing circulation, itis simply a
matter of chapters intensifying distribution work and of putting this work on a
regular organized basis. In this context, the! NAC proposes that chapters make.
the following activities high priorities: - - - TR : :

1) That the distribution of IS at national and local anti-war actions, rallies and
‘meetings take precedence over, though not exclude, mass leafleting.  This. means
that truly adequate, as opposed to token, numbers of comrades be assigned to. -
sell IS in addition to or rather than leafleting. :

2) That chapters make a practice of selling IS, at -meétings of other radical and
movement groups, including conferences, forums, etc. : :



RESOLUTION ON
WORKING CLASS PERSPECTIVE

Ken F: Detroit IS

Will Fo 7~ . Cleveland IS

: - Cliff H. . Cleveland IS
"Talk is cheap.' -- Hegel : : j

At the IS. National Convention last August, the organization made several
qualitative turns in mattérs of structure and program. Perhaps‘the most
significant was embodied in the "industrialization" program. Basically, what
was inwlved was the understanding that IS must begin to seriously involve.
itself in the arena of working class organizing, specifically in the mass production
industries. ' '

This perspective was greeted with enthusiasm at the convention. The
enthusiasm has not abated in the three months that have followed. Nearly everyone
feels that entering the industrial area is a fine idea. The problem is that '

- nearly everyone feels that it is a fine idea -- for someone else.

Frankly, we feel the need to take the organization to task for what is, in our
view, a serious failure to follow through on this important political commitment.
Today, three months after our national convention, only the most tentative
of beginnings has been made in developing industrial cadre. The vast majority
of our membership apparently feels quite content in remaining where they always
have been; the Berkely's and Am Arbor's of the country, or at bestin white-
collar jobs. Moreover, a real note of self-delusion seems to be creeping into
our politics. Many comrades seemingly feel that the only commitment needed to
make a working class orientation a reality is to intellectualize abstractly about
working class programs, occasionally writing a leaflet directed at workers.

Where industrial cadredo exist, they are quite small, and often faced with
a serious manpower crisis. Our home cities of Detroit and Cleveland provide

“excellent examples. Between us, we have a grand total of five comrades in

plants. All five, by the way, had been working in shops for some time before
joining 1S, which is in itself revealing. In both cities, the manpower shortage
has reached crisis proportions. Excellent political opportunities in a variety
of arenas have been missed simply because the resources --specifically
people =- were so badly lacking. :

To speak blunty, we are beginning to feel like the IS's "prole' tokens; to be
dragged out of the closet when needed to score a point in debating some rival
group, and ignored the rest of the time.,

What we propose is that the membership of IS begin to make good on their
political commitments. We do not expect or desire every member to forsake

" the groves of academia and come rushing into the nerest sweatshop. Butit is

essential that comrades, in some numbers, begin to move to the major industrial
cities (Detroit, Clreland, Chicago, etc.) to do work in the following areas:
1. Working and organizing in basic mass production industries
2. Organizing women workers in both industrial and office jobs )
3. Attending school and organizing at predominantly working~-class universities,
community colleges, and high schools ' : ;
4. Serving as back-up for industrial cadre; doing research, helping produce
literature, etc.
(Note: this list is by no means inclusive; many other areas of work exist.
These four are in our viev the most important.) 7
Finally, we maintain that it is the responsiblity of the national organization
to recruit comrades to do this work., Every branch of the organization -~ the
NO, the NAC, the NC, all regional organizers, everybody -~should accept this
responsibility and begin at once to implement this program., Each local labor -
fraction should write up a prospectus of their work and send it to the NO as well
as to the labor fraction executive committee. Ths will facilitate coordination.



The importance of this program cannot be emphasized too strongly. 4
cursory glance at the history of the American Left reveals all too clearly
the fate which awaits a socialist organization whose base remains pre-
dominantly middle class. The opportunities for developing a base within
the working class clearly exist; sound programmatic ideas have existed for
some time on how to exploit them, Whatis now needed is quite, quite
obvious. 5 - . . : ) o .
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MOLlOn [6)e} lmpLemeuuat¢on of the - uetr01u/bluveldnd resolution.
Blll P. New York

While the intent of the Detroit/Cleveland resolution is,basically
correct, it suffers from the obvious problem of being just another
resolution that some body passes and then is not taken seriously
after that so taht nothing is ever done about it.

The I.S. currently is faced by the problem of being primarily
oriented towards the middle class student, anti-war and radical .
movements.: Even with all of our talk about industrialization,
etc., we are not orienting in any major fashion towards the working
class. - And while people fedr that we are presenting twelve differ-
ent points of view to the ¢lass and thereby confusing them, they
are forgetting about the reality of the orxganization; namely, that
with only isolated exceptions the only people who are having any
‘contact with the working class are those few people who are indus-
trialized. It is clear that that should not.be the case in-an- '
organization with our politics. None-the-sless, it is. Therefore,"
a fundamental change in the organization is necessary. - In this
regard, the Detroit/Cleveland resolution-is correct; the organiza-
tion must pull people out of areas where we have an abundance of
people and place. thém in atreas where we already have some 1ndustr1—
alized cadre, but no one to hack them up.

The failure of the National Labor Fractlon to function in any co-
hesive way represents more than just a reflection of the lack of '’
functioning of ‘local labor fractions. Rather, it stems from the
lack of orientation by the organization as a whole towards labor,
and #he total failure of the I.S. to back up comrades who are
industrialized. The complete lack of discussion on the NAC in

.~ the past three and a half months is a clear indication of this.
The organization has failed to comply with its own decision: ‘Ehat'
labor would be the major theoretical discussion within the organ- '
ization. Secondly, the NAC passed a long list of pamphlets. Yet
none of them could be used by our industrialized memnbers in. any
large numbers. All, includéng the Moody and Winkler pamphlets,
were addressed to the middle c¢lass student, anti-war and radical -~
movements. - This:.s but another manifestation of the problem; the
"national organization is not attempting to back up its indastrial-
ized members. -'Finally, many comrades feel that the organization
made a committment ¢6 building the mid-west (due to its being the
center of industrial america) wiht the perspertlve of moveing the
national office there' in a year. That is obviously 1mp0551ble as
long as people-in the I.S. arc unwilling to move. :

The nature of the OLganizatlon is not g01ng to change;to any sub-
stantial degree until we begin to change : the relative numbers of
people in the midwest-and elsewhere. This is the fundamental- p01nt
of the Detroit/Clevéland resolution. -Specifically, people who move
to the mid-west should be seen doing the following: 1)Working and
organizang in basic production industries. This meand that rather
than concentrating our meager resources at this time on small shops
or teachers, we concentrate in places where there are large numbers-
"of people. 2) Organizing women workers in beth industrial and
office jubs. 3). Attending school and organizing at predominantly
working-~class un1verq1tles,rcommun1ty colleges, and high schools.
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It. seems essential that we change the emphasis away from the "elite"
schools and place them.on schools:siuch:as Wayne State and CCC.

Given the economic:background of the: people who attend colleges: !
like these and the quality of those schools, it is going.to be the
people who are recruited off of these campuses as well as out of
shops and: offices who' are going to:comprise the bulk of our’ future
industrialized cadrei. 4) Serving:as back up for industrialized
cadre. Concretely, this meand participating in. the. arenas which:
. are difficult if not impossible for industrialized 'people fb work in

~ .in, that is, on the campuses, in the anti-war movement, etc..

Rurthermore, it means that research:into the laboriscene initheds -
cities must:be .carried out by these "backup" people.: This'must
be seen as fundamental : for: the future growhh of the I.S ‘Therefore,
the following .are proposed S B vevg L T ' PR

1. That. the dlscu551on on the tran51tlonal orogram must be seen -
as being of prime. importance for the organization as a whole in
the months between naw and the. next conventlon.,z»‘ we e {

2. The natlonal secretary is dlrected +o flnd someore: to re-write
The Fight For Socialism as. per the recomendation of the National
Labor Fraction that met at the convention.

3. The resident steering.committee of the NLF .along with the NAC
are.to draw-up a list of .pamphlets and other literature directed:
towards the working class, within the next two months and the NAC
is to flnd people to 1mmed1ately begln the wrltlng of them

4. The varlous execs, because they are. the contlnulng leadershlp
bodles of .the local shapters,:are mandated to:1} ' begin-discussions
with all.comrades to elicit infermation as to- who.i's willing to
industrialize by June or can be convinced to do SO, Or move to
aregs.where they can-actuallyisupport industrialized comrades.

. That.the execs conduct these discussions from the point of view
that. 1ndustr1allzlng a significant portion of our existing. member=
Shlp is our most important political perspective, and evaluations:'
of present polltlcal activities reports should reflect a recogni-:
tion of this primary perspective. 2)That the execs should evaluate
the overall progress of this decision as measured by the number.

of comrades.who are w1¢11ng to either ‘industrialize or otherwise:
become polltlcally active in areas which have large portions of ;
the membership in mass industrys .. The execs are further mandated:
to communicate the strenghths and weaknesses of the political
presentations they are making in favor of realocatihg personnel
to.carry pout the perspective of this motion. These reports are-

to be sent, to the NAC for discussion with copies 0 NC: members,-
-89, that the NA¥ can present tec the next NC (or convention if: they
are at the same tlme) a.concrete proposal for relocatlon of. person—
nel..n de s i . . & : ; y

‘5., That MALs are to send in repOrts similar to those demanded of
‘the execs , S , ; :
These motlons are seen as dlSClpllned motlons and are mandatory
for all chapters and members.



TOWARD A WORKING-CLASS ANTI :WAR PROGRAM

Dave Finkel, paséed by Jaruary . NC as amended

The resolution below. is not, intended, to. re -hash the same debate that oecured . .
" during the IS's recent attempts to formulate a position on the Vietnam Mora- .
torium. To summarize that debate briefly: my perspective, which was essen- .
tially adopted by the NAC majority, was to make poliiical exposure of the
liberal character of the Moratorium. (despite the presence within it of unor. ; .
ganized student radicals) an important aspect of our anti ‘war work in the ,
student arena,.as poosed to emphasizing "critical support' ('a euphemism for
using October 15 as an excuse to distribute our laudatory leaflets with warmed-
over versions of the standard criticisms of a single~issue middle-class move-
ment which we, .and SDS, have been presenting since the dawn of the Neoli -
thic era.). In the present state of the IS, unfortunately, any such perspective
took on the appearance of ultra left abstentionism, "due to a programmatic o
vacuum which left us with nothing to build concretely aside from the Mbrator-
ium. With all its rhetoric about "independent" for the anti war movement,
the IS seems to have little of its own. This resolution will attempt to lay the
groundwork to remedy this situation, by defining the role of the IS in develop~
ing the newly emerging and potentially immensely powerful forces in the anti -
war movement (which in no way suggests the abondonment of student anti~war
work). In order to do this it is necessary to indicate briefly a conception of
where the anti~war movement is today, though without attempting a compre-
hensive analysis, o o i - S E T
(NOTE: the sbove is simply an int ‘duction and was not submitted to a vote)

THESES ON THE,ANTI—WARL;MQVEMENT

1. The Moratorium is dead -- laid to rest on schedule, as its organizers in-’
tended. The Dccember Moratorium (see Chicago Sun-Times, 12/7/69) is a
bloc between Scm Brown and Joseph S. Clark, president of the United World
Tederalists. This outcome was entirely predictable and unavoidable. Itwas
impossible to drive a wedge between the Moratorium's leadership and its B
rank-and-file, because ''as a nationally organized activity" 1 the Moratorium
had no rank~and-file. This is not to be confused with its popular base, which
was anormous but incapable cf independent organization because it had virtu- =
ally no defined politics. Certainly much of this base was receptive to speeches
expressing left-wing crilicisms of the Moratorium leadership, but within"
the Moratorium framework it was virtually impossible for this sentiment to "
take a political form, i.e., consciousness of the need for a power struggle
agairst that leadership. F e R ‘ - )

2. The first nationwide anti-war upsurge, during 1965-67, gave rise directly
to a plethora of radical-led single-issue anti-war committees (SMC) and to the -
rapid growth of a quasi~revolutionary left wing (SDS). This development will
not be repeated this time, exceptin places previously unorganized by the anti-
war movement (these will be fertile areas for political organization, but gene-
rally IS has no strength there). The organizational upshot of the Moratorium .
will be a left<liberal electoral drive, in no way independent of the DP. This
_outcome is essentially unavoidable at the present time; that is, intervention
by radicals in ihe electoral arena will be:ineffective: - This is partly because
of the specific illusions entertained by anti~war youth at present: they are '
taken in not by the DP as such, but by the importance and effectiveness of a
Congressional opposition to Administration policy. For this reason they will’
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suypport D? candidates on the basis of expediency, i.e. those are the types who
can getelected. :

3. The November 15 Mobilization constitutes an event of Listoric importance

as a summing-up of a crucial development within the U.S. in the last decade =~

the enourmous weakening of popular patriorism by the shattering of the 'illusion

of American international invicibility., The March on Washington was notable

for its incrediblé size and for the presence of previously uninvolved strata, most

importantly sections of the labor movement. It also summecd up major weaknesses

‘of the middle-class antiOwar movement: first; its isolation from the black movement,

‘which is profoundly anti-war but was virtually absent in Washington. Second, its
limited independence of the capitalist political establishment; illustrated by the

" emphasis on peaceful protest, March~Against-Death tactics, and the obvious

dependencé of the Mobilization on its coincidence with the Morhtorium and the

reflected legitimacy of the endorsement given the latter by liberal politicians

(almost none of whom endorsed the March itself, for sufficiently ‘obvious rea-

 sons). -In this context, the demonstrations at DuPont Circle and the Justice

Department -~ disorganized, politically semi-incoherent, with almstno lea-

dership -~ represented something of a radical pole, appallingly feeble but

important for its presence. This might also be said of the Labor Dept. demo,

though that was especially appalling. - :

4. The prospects for further mass mobilizations in the immediate future are
not good. For the Jpring, local marches (which will have liberal backing,
and may be larger than ever before) are more likely than another national ‘mob-
ilization (which probably wouldn't have liberal support and couldn't matth the
numerical standard set by Nov. 15) Keeping in mind that the last big mobili-
zation before this one was the Oct. 1967 Pentagon happening, shortly before
Clean Gene appeared, we rmay anticipate a similar "moratorium' in honor of
the 1970 elections. Our task in the mass anti-war arena, as far as marches
and demonstrations are concerned, will be to establish a political presence

" at the local marches as we did in‘Washington} conditions for this will be more
favorable locally than in Washington, since we can hopefully do some actual
organizing.and programmatic recruitment (the fina! section of this resolution
will atterapt to lay the basis fur this). E :

5. While the conjunction of circumstances that made Nov. 15 possible will
‘not immediately reappear, the disillusionment and anti-war sentiment will
continue to spread. If the war is still in progress by 1971 (after the elections)
‘as we beleive it will, there will be undoubtedly yet another wave of anti-war
activity, the ~xplosive nature of which will surpass anything yet seen. Our
basic tesk in the next year is to build the forces that will spark this explosion:
a reorganizcu left wing of the studert moverment and a radical, anti-war base
in the working class. We may see within a year to eighteen months a series
of small’bui cxplosive anti-war strikes. Taken in connection with the ‘ecnomic
strike wave, this development could point toward a genuine political crisis for
the capitalist establishment in this country. ’

6. Should the war end or greatly de-escalate within the next year, the domestic
class struggle will receive perhaps an even greater thrust. Besides its signi~
ficance as a severe setback for American imperialism, this development would
spur demands for de-militarization, including the end of American foreign oc-

- cupation generally, and give added impetus both to the economic demands of

the working class and tue social and economic demands of the black movement.
The next several years at least will be marked by the struggles of oppressed
and exploited Americans for the safisfaction of needs long frustrated. The loss
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of authority which the. government has sustained thwough its defeat in Vietnam
“will make these'struggles all the sharper. Thus, an emphasis on spurring
“thode'démands flowing from the militarist~imperialist policies of the stiate-
will advance the class struggle on an all-around basis. :

CONC LUSIONS"

IS regards its primary responsibility, as.far:as anti-war activity is concerned, .
as the building of anti-war consciousness within the working class. Our pur- ..
pose is not only the involvement of masses of working people in anti-war ac-
tions of the existing type, ‘but the development.of anti-war activities built and
shaped by the workmg class rnovement 1tse1f An accordance w1th workers'

own needs. A ; ST

Anti~-war agitation is a crucial component of our work in the shops . Working
pecple know who pays for the war, and they don't like it. :The responsibility
of revolutmnary socialists is to point out: (1) the connection between the
needs of the 'war economy and the intensified attacks on workers' standards
of life and work; (2) similarly, ‘the connection between workers' defensive
struggles égmnst these attacks and the demands of the anti~war movement; :
(3) the roots of imperialism in the capitalistieconomic system. For éexample,
war is-inseparable from profit in that a 100% tax on carporate profits (as.
opposed to-attacks on workers' standards of living) during wartime would .
prevent such wars from being wages. This holds true, of course; for World.
War Il no less than for the war against Vietnam. -

One point’ st be em‘phamzed here thls 15 not 1ntended to bu11d a- ”smgle-— ]
issue workmg class movement' .. .:Quite the contrdry: because of their essen~
tial roles'in producnon and then' p051t1on as-the principal brunt of the economic
squeeze; *‘workers u: » I fected by 'and thus are driven to deal with the societal
crisis as a whecle » embracing the war, taxes the black rebellion," the urban
ened by all of these at once, workers perceive all- of them together, although-
not necessarily in-a cousistent fashion. sl G

This in fact is tne key to the motivation for the working-class anti-war program.
For the society as a whole, the war:-has been the major.catalyst in generating
social unrest in the lastisix years, <ausing a radical.upsurge among the youth
and creating an opening to the left for the entire society. Explicitly anti-war. .
agitation within the working class, in the context of an over~all class program,
will play-a key role in workmg-—class radicalization on a multrissue basis. We
- realize that anti-war propaganda (which is ‘objectively anti-patriotic, whether _:
or not' presented exphC1ﬂy in that form) meets with a highly-uneven response:
among workersy but’ among workers as among other strata, disgust with th

war has redched 'the 'point where' it represents: the feehngs of the majority,.

hence the basis of suctess is clearly present. Thisiis -particularly true of
young wor kers, among whom we. .can expect the greatest reeept1v1ty dn all,

our work et L i ‘.
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IMPLEMENTATION

1. Transitional Programs -H itsicompleted form, the IS transitional program... .
for the working:élass must tlearly-explain the role played by the war in the.
exploitation of working people, in killing them both on the job and in the Army.:
Demands must be raised for the immediate unconditional end of the war, dis-
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mantling of the Permanent War Economiy, and the mobilization of resources under
working-class control to guarantee employment for all and construction programs
designed to meet needs of life, health, etc. ' - ’

We must raise support for workers! struggles in the anti-war movement as a
whole, meking it clear thatVietnam and :future Vietnams, as a product of
imperialism, will only be stopped by ditching the war economy, and that the
only force capable of doing this is the working class. We must point out that
the arms ecouomy is the motor force behind the inflation, and that the assault
on wages and working conditions necessary to maintain corporate profits in

* the stagnating economy have brought workers militancy to the fore. - We must
relate this to the anti-war movement as_a whole, stressing the need to link -
the war with the inflation and the new strike wave, We must pose this as an
alternative to a strategy limited to mass marches and Weatherman tactics
which a large section of the anti-war movement has come to see do not pro~
vide a strategy for ending the war. 2

Our orientation to the strikers themselves must begin with support for their
immediate demands, but must go beyond this to raising demands which will
help direct the attention of workers towards the root of the problem: the .
capitalist system itself,  One way of doing this is by exposing the class col-
taborationist role of the union bureaucrats. In the G.E. strike, for example, .
we demand that Meany's boycott of G.E. be extended - the government, as .

' G.E.'s largést ccnsumer, must be forced to comply. g

We must also demand the scrapping of the arms economy and its reconver-
sion into a system that produces for social neadsand provides productive

jobs for all. These demands flow from the relation of the arms economy

to the inflation and the growing inability of capital to provide for social needs, -
- especially in the major urban areas. By raising these demands, we kelp focus
the attention of workers on-the entire social sytem. ) -

In putting forth this orientation, we stress that the only way to end the war
economy is through a movement led by the working class aimed at workers'
control. —

The recent calls of the liberals (for the reordering of priorities) leaves the
tax burdén on the working class. In order to expcse this, we must demand
that the burdén of all government spending be shifted from the workers to
capitalalii. Lt f i : :

2. Role of the préss: As in our wouking=~class program as a whole, the I.S.
will play a crucial role.” Emphasis must be placed on the eight-page monthly
supplement to the 1.S. proposed vy Kit Lyons; "primarily devoted to politi-
cal articles on topics of general interest to workers' and printed for mass
distribution. Ivis important that every issue contain material directly re-
levant to the war, boih invits international significance and its domestic ef-
 fects. Whenever finances and other considerations permit, special issues.-

of the supplement consisting of twelve rather than eight pages should be pub-
lished, to prevent the danger of the paper becoming an anti-war sheet to the
serious deiriment of other issues. The I.S. supplement is not only for the use
of all branches in carrying out their work. Itis expected that the supplement

- will be distributed at factory gates, €tc., so that the press will build the anti-:
war program of the entire organization and concretize the working-class or=
ientation of that prograin. '
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3. Warking-class organizing. In the present embryonic state of the Labor’
Fraction, it is impossible to dictate forms of organization. "Generally” ™
speaking, however, the rank-and-file shop organizations built by industrialized’ -
comrades. will hopefully be arenas of anti-war organizing as well as of other "~
political and economic¢ struggles, Agitation along the lines of the National Work

Stoppage, and local actions based .on that agitational perspective; are’ofspecial

significance. . Calling upon union leaderships to respond .to ranl';*-‘andff‘i__ié‘ support: for -
for an anti-war Work stoppage by endorsing andqyobilizing support for'such v
stoppage may be an’effective’ menas of exposing that leadership. Wheré the

_ existing antizwar mavement serves as a useful vehicle in this work, ‘i.e. Where
participation in local anti-war marches (pethaps in connection with a wdrk *
stoppage) plays a constructive rather than disorganizing rele. in building the - -
shop movement, that vehicle should be energetically used. In the-form outlined
here, these proposals suffer from vaguenessgithe Labor Fraction is. asked t6 " -

_give special consideration to devdoping the anti-war aspect of the working-class
program of the IS in a more concrete form. ‘ B N

4. Tasks of ho}g%ipgﬁ#s’tfiahiied_ comrades. A working-class program’is nbt

merely a matter of dizect activity in the shops, although abstracted from such” ™
activity it vbgc_o;;nes'v\{hqlly strile. In the context of a program of anti-war agi-'

. HEEEREEF ] - 3

tation in the shops, ard wi,th_,a_workiﬁgfdlés;s press based on an over-all poli-

tical approach but giving special attention to thé question of the war, we may
hope to transcend our role as socialist "educators" and become a genuine work~’
ing-class tendency within the over-all anti-war movement. The task of comrades
engaged in non-proletarian arenas will be to develop programs and local orgé= *
nizations. by which the anti-war movement, and IS in its own name, can appeak.
directly to the working: class. L P OATES ' ; L

[

The ;,"im'pqttar;,‘g‘e of .:isfj“,iivbrk,:ﬁérticulgxgllyjiérgqu students, must be emphasiied;;
The potentialify for a new mass student upsurge next year (late 1970-71) follow=
ing the quiescenge of this school year, willke enormous. Two tain obstacles "'~

_ presently face the student movement: ‘first, the weariness of séveral years of

losing struggles and the illusions provided by the Moratorium and the hope-
that the war is finally ending (a1l this flows from the isolation of the student "
movement from a social base); and second, the disastrous wreckage of the or-
ganized left wing (a circumstance related of course to the first problem).

. It is critical that at least the foundations of a reorganized left wing be laid by
the time that objective developments } ave sweptmway the weariness ‘and 'sopffe
of the illusions. Polifically, this foundation must a working§class drientation, -
both in its attacks on the University and in'its approach to societal problems -
generally. On campuses we hold bur own'anti~Wwar meetings and debates, in
cooperation with other, radical groups where possible. Most importantly, we
carxy out.ourselves and in coalition with ‘other radical groupings ‘where feasible’
and politic-lly.advisahle, pro-working class activities that'we advbcate for the -
anti-war and radical movemeut. The déevelopient of cadre on' the Basis'of this:
orientation will allow radicals to take full advantage of the opportunities that will -
arise next year. This must be not only understood by ourselves, but explained

by eéxample and education to other radicals as well. One simple means of car-
rying out this perspective is the recruitment of students to participate in the

distribution of the working=class I.S. supplement.

Within local anti-war and radinal groups, it is not sufficient simply to propagaan-
distically counterpose to the conception of a Congressional opposition that of a
movement based in the working class. IS perspectivec within the radical mov.:~
ment must aim fundamentally & building direct links between radicals and the
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working class movement, rather than having purely educational functions for the
‘radicals themselves. Thus we vy-q,gld unggestrike support activities, projects
around demands which reflect ifnmediate and actionable working class issues
like taxation, day care centers, housing, transit, employment, and so forth.

We would also advocate educational activities around major, though less im-
mediately actionable demands {(which would fall in the same kinds of areas:

just listed). In all such activities we would call upon the radical movement

to see itself as not merely a support group; but as a poht1ca1 organization,
putting forth educational demands, analysis, strategy, and:tactics. We would
fight for such a political approach by putting forth our transitional program,

and action and education proposals based on that program. These are campaigns
which embody in practice the conception of a movement bascd in the working
class and therefore capable of directly linking the war to other social questions.
On this basis we may hope to attract a number of radical and radicalizing stu- -
dents, by giving them a concrete perspective that looks ahead beyond the im-
mediate.electoral swamp. e

Within the anti-war movement, we must counter the coahtlon,e:’orgamzmg coemmit-
tee appraach, which makes no effort to democratically organize the masses

who are called on to participate in the periodic demonstrations. Our goal should
be rank and file groups wherever possible and on the largest scale possible.
Recognizing that the pr gspects for building such groups are not good at the pre-
sent time, we relate to given activities by fighting for rank and file control at
‘the local level, in the organization of the activities {(e.g. campus strikes) and

in the. deterrnrmtwn of the pohhcs.

Even where it is possible to bmld rank and file organizations, we recognize
that they are not ultimately viable on a single issue, middle class basis and
we counterpose a radical program and working class orientation. We propose
that mass demonstracions flow naturally from rank and file organizations, in-
which people develop politically by participating in day to day decision making:
d1scussmg, planning and carrying out programs. We counterpose this to the
pessive participation in rallies and marches so typ1ca1 of anti~-war moblhza—
tions, :

skode s e oo e e 3k

1Notez the phrase "as_a nationally organized activi.ty‘,‘.‘ is taken from the NAC reso~

lution and refers to the Morato:ium as a coordinated whole and’'a political
strategy rather than simply a series of local demonsications.. This coordi~-
nation and strategic conception were of a liberal character and self-conscious-
Iy opposed to radical alternatives, and succeeded both because of widespread
anger against the war and the demoralization of the left. It was in this sense,
i.e. that of naticnal organization and the politics of that organizati on, that the
Moratorinm had no raak-and-file and in which the NAC called for this exposure.



THE PERMANENT VAR ECANAMY

By T.N. Vance

CONTENTS
PART I. STUDIES BY T.N. VANCE

The Perianent Var Econony
1. Basic Characteristics
2. Declinins Starndards -f Living
S Ikcreas11* State IHtPLV61L1“H
A, ’llltaf“—LC”]”wlC I eriolis:
De Sie Sisuificant Trends
S, deabi“\ and the Class Struggle

The Perianent var wesiny Under Elsenhcwer

The Prop of Prosoerity

mesanile Prcspedts ,
PIRe IT, TUSTILONIALS T Tl PUR WHEDT LA J00UC Y

FOA BPORT

The Economic State of the Union
Surrier Slichter & Sylvia Porter
Hofstadter on‘Military Keynesianisn
The Cold Var Econory

Galbraith on Prosperlty W thout War
~Janeway on the '"Defense Cyclel

- Brogan on Anerican Militarization

- PART III. THE THEORETICAL CONTEXT

- [

Y o T g
WA uis bl L 3

COrder fr 1 I DE- ERDENT SOCIALIST PRESS
'P.0, Box 910 :
Berkeley, Calif. 94701

Price: $7.50

The reason for the high cost i1s that copies are nade fron 1nd1-
v1dual orders out of a naster HlCTOflln.r

Most of the articles were written in the 1950's, but. are useful for
a Marxist andlysis of the Permanent War Econqny.




’
:
V.
L

Motion: The Los Angeles Chapter of I.S. initiate a campaign within the anti~war move-
ment for an anti-war, pro-working class electoral campaign asing the PFP primary as a
meand of getting on the ballot. ‘

submitted by Mike Hannon L.A. I.S.

GENERAL POSITION OF IS ON THE PEACE & FREEDON PARTY

The recent debates on our relationship to the Peace & Freefloom Party, both in Los Ang-

eles and in the Bay Area, were unfortunately vived examples of rhe all too prevebant -
tendancy in IS to substitute demagogic Marxistical name calling for zeasoned analysis.

The words ''working class'', ''middles calss', and ''petit bourgeoisie" fleww back and

forth with marvelous imprecision, ' : o

"Working class' has a particularly fluid character in IS discuasion. It often changes
shape whithin the confines of a single sentence. Itis never very clear whether the term
refers to a Marcian class (i.e., synonomous eith proletariat)), to some find of social~
ogical category or to some metaphisical entity sitting at the right hand of God.

If, when we tall about working class perspectives, orientatirq‘n toward the fwof’king‘ class,
a workers party, etc., etc., we mean to designate some definate, concrete category
useful as a tool of political analysis, then we had better start by deflning theat categoty.

1f we are to define wbrking class in Marxian terms, then what we are talking about is all
prodiicers of surplus balue who sell their labor power for wages. That category includes
college professors, social workers, garbage collectors, and bank tellers as well as p
production workers in heavy industry. Allo {f them are contributors to the collective
prodirction of surplus falue -- at least according to Marx. If some of our comrades be-
lieve that Marx should be revised on thid point, the burden is upon them to justify the
revision.

The reason classes such as proletariat and bourgeoisie are signifiaant catagories is that

those two cilasses, in capitalist society, are in necessary and unavoidable conflict.

Every gain by the one is a corresponding loss to the other. If we follow the revisions

proposed implicitly by some of our comrades and restrict the labbe "working class'' to R
industrial production workers ionly, defining the balance of wage workers as M'middle :
class" or.some.other non-worker classification, then we must ask the significance of

the division. Can one say that every gain by a factory worker is rmesessarily ' made at ¢
tiee expense of education workers? Does a social worker's conquest of power to strike
necessarliy cut away and limit the rights of a man on a Chevrolet assembly line? If not,

then we are talking about differences of an entirely different kind than the differences tha

that separate such Marxist catagories as proletariat and bourgeoisie. Nevertheless, just

such a division of the proletariat into two categories, working class and so-called middle’

class, 'is present in the thinking and argumentation of meny of our comrades.

This became painfully apparent in the recent discussion on ~eace & Freddom. One of
the documents submitted at the Bay Area meeting descrebed P&F as a grbup of ""middle -
calss intellectuals''. Another comrade repeatedly characterized it a ''petit bourgeois
party''. When; inprivate discussion , I attempted to pin the latter down by asking him
where he found all of the smmll proprietors and independent professionals in Peace &
Freedom ( if you're going to clal a party ef several thousand preple ""petit bourgeois',
you might at least point to three or four petit bourgeios in it), he replied ' ¥es, they
may work for wages and produce surplus value but their consciousness is petit bourgeois
and not working class. That is what makes them petit bourgeois, their conscioumness.'

Magnificent. Marxists now base séienti,fi_c socialism on such metaphisical qﬁalities as
"consciousness" and hold that to be more important than mere material relations like
the person's relationship to the means of production. L

R 7 -
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RESOLUTION ON i
" WORKING CLASS PERSPECTIVE

Rew Fi ‘Detroit IS

Will F. = . Cleveland IS

Cliff H. Cleveland IS
"Talk is cheap.'" -- Hegel , ’

At the IS. National Convention last August, the organization made several
qualitative turns in matters of structure and program. Perhaps the most
significant was embodied in the ""industrialization" program. Basically, what
was inwlved was the understanding that IS must begin to seriously involve
itself in the arena of working class organizing, specifically in the mass production
industries. ,

This perspective was greeted with enthusiasm at the convention. The
enthusiasm has not abated in the three months that have followed. Nearly everyone
feels that entering the industrial area is a fine idea. The problem is that
nearly everyone feels that it is a fine idea -- for someone else.

Frankly, we feel the need to take the organization to task for what is, in our
view, a serious failure to follow through on this important political commitment.
Today, three months after our national convention, only the most tentative
of beginnings has been made in developing industrial cadre. The vast majority
of our membership apparently feels quite content in remaining where they always
have been; the Berkely's and Am Arbor's of the country, or at best in white~ -
collar jobs. Moreover, a real note of self-delusion seems to be creeping into
our politics. Many comrades seemingly feel that the only commitment needed to
make a working class orientation a reality is to intellectualize abstractly about
working class programs, occasionally writing a leaflet directed at workers.

Where industrial cadredo exist, they are quite small, and often faced with
a serious manpower crisis. Our home cities of Detroit and Cleveland provide
excellent examples. Between us, we have a grand total of five comrades in
plants. All five, by the way, had been working in shops for some time before.
joining IS, which is in itself revealing. In both cities, the manpower shortage
has reached crisis proportions. Excellent political opportunities in a variety
of arenas have been missed simply because the resources --specifically
people -~ were so badly lacking.

To speak blunty, we are beginning to feel like the 1S's "prole" tokens; to be
dragged out of the closet when needed to score a point in debating some rival
group, and ignored the rest of the time. )

What we propose is that the membership 0f IS begin to make good on their
political commitments. We do not expect or desire every member to forsake
the groves of academia and come rushing into the nerest sweatshop. Butitis
essential that comrades, in some numbers, begin to move to the major industrial
cities (Detroit, Clveland, Chicago, etc.) to do work in the following areas:

1. Working and organizing in basic mass production industries

2. Organizing women workers in both industrial and office jobs

3. Attending school and organizing at predominantly working-class universities,

community colleges, and high schools ]

4. Serving as back-up for industrial cadre; doing research, helping produce

literature, etc. ' ' -

(Note: this list is by no means inclusive; many other areas of work exist.

These four are in our viev the most important.)

Finally, we maintain that it is the responsiblity of the national organization
to recruit comrades to do this work. Every branch of the organization -~ the
NO, the NAC, the NC, all regional organizers, everybody --should accept this
responsibility and begin at once to implement this program. FEach local labor
fraction should write up a prospectus of their work and send it to the NO as well
as to the labor fraction executive committee. Ths will facilitate coordination.




The importance of this program cannot be emphasized too strongly. 4
cursory glance at the history of the American Left reveals all too clearly
the fate which awaits a socialist organization whose base remains pre-
dominantly middle class. The opportunities for developing a base within
the working class clearly exist; sound programmatic ideas have existed for
some time on how to exploit them. What is now needed is quite, quite
obvious. ’ S e

R.S.V.72,



Motion Un Laplemei Lat.On Ju Wiie Leltlliusdlevesard resolution.
Bill P. New York

While the intent cf the Detroit/Cleveland resolution is basically
correct, it suffers from the ochvious problem of being just another
resolution that some body passes and then is not taken serlously
after that so taht nothing is ever done about it.

The I.S. currently is faced by the problem of being primarily

. oriented towards the middle-class student, anti-war and radical
movements. Even with all of our talk about industrialization;
etc., we are not orienting in any major fashion towards the working
class. And while people fear that we are presenting twelve differ-
ent points of view to the class and thereby confusing them, they
are forgetting about the reality of the organization; namely,. that
.With only isolated exceptions the only people who are having any
contact with the working class are those few people who. are indus-
trialized. It is clear that that should not be the case in an
organization with our politics. None-the-less, it is.. Therefore,
a fundamental change in the .organization is necessary. ..In this
regard, the Detroit/Cleveland resolution is correct; the organiza-
tion must pull people out of areas where we have an abundapce- of
people and place them in areas where we already have some industri-
-alized cadre, but no cne to khackithem up. ;

The failure of the National Labor Fraction to function in any co-
hesive way represents: more than just a reflection of the lack of
functioning of local labor fractions. Rather, it stems from the
lack of orientation by the organization as a whole towards labor,
and #he total failure of the I.S. to back up comrades who are
industrialized. The complete lack of discussion on the NAC in

the past three and a half months is a clear indication of this.

.. The organization has failed to comply with its own decision: That'
labor would be the major theoretical discussion within the organ-
ization. Secondly, the NAC passed a long list of pamphlets. Yet
none of them could be used by our industrialized menbers in any
large numbers. . All, includéng the Moody and -Winkler pamphlets,
~-were addressed to the middle class student, anti-war and radical
movements. This .s but another manifestation of the problem; the
national organization is not attempting to back up its indastrial-
.. lzed members. Finally, many comrades feel that the orgarnization
made a committment to building the mid-west (due:to itsibeing the
center of industrial America) wiht the perspective of moveing the
national office ‘there in a year. That is obviously impossible as
long as people in the I.S. arc unwililing to move.

Thernatufe,of«the organization-is not 'going to change to any sub-
stantial degree until we begin to change the relative numbers of

people in the midwest and elsewhere.. This is the fundamental point

of the Detroit/Cleveland resolution. Specifically, people who move
to. the mid-west should be seen doing the following: “})Working and
organizang in basic production industries. This meand that rather-
than concentrating our meager resources at this time on small shops
or teachers, we concentrate in places where there are large numbers
of people. 2) Orgarizing women workers in both industriali and

office jubs. 3) Attending school and organizing at predominantly -

working-class universities, community colleges, and high schools.
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It seems essential that we change the-emphasis away from the "elite™
schools and place them on schools such as Wayne State and CCC.

Given the economic background of the people who attend colleges

like these and the quality of those schools,'lt is g01ng ‘to be the
people who are recruited off of these campuses as well as out of
shops .and.effices who .are going to comprise the bulk of our future
industrialiged cadre.  4) Serving 'as back up for 1ndustr1allzed
cadre. cOncretely, thls meand part1c1pat1ng in the arenas which
rare difficult if not impossible for 1ndustr1allzed people tb work in
in, that is, on the campuses, in the anti-war movement, ete.
Rurthermore, it means. that research into the labor scene in these
cities must be carrled out by these "backup” oeople., This must

be seen. as.fundamental for the future growhh of the I S Therefore,
the following are proposed: , B -

1. That ithe dlSCUSSlOn on. the trans1tlonal program must be seen;
.as being of prlme 1mpprtance for the organlzatlon as a whole 1n
the months between now and .the next conventlon

2, The natlonal secretary is dlrected to flnd someone to re-wrlte
The Fight For Socialism as per the 1ecomendatlon of the Vatlonal
Labor Fraction that met at the convVention.

3. The re51dent steerlng commlttee of the 'NLF along w1th the NAC
are-to draw up a list of pamphlets and other literature directed
towards the worklng class, within the next two months and the NAC
is to find. people to 1mmed1ately begln the wrltlng of them.

4. The varlous execs, because they are the contlnulng leadershlp
bodies of the local shapters, are mandated to:1) begln ‘discussions
with all comrades to elicit information as to who is w1111ng to
1ndustr1allze by June or can be convinced to do so, or move to
areas where they can actually support . 1ndustr1allzed comrades.

That the execs conduct these discussions from the p01nt of view
that 1ndustr1allzlng a significant portion of our ex1st1ng member-
ship is our most important political persoectlve, and évaluations
of present pOlltlcal activities ' reports should reflect a- recogni-
tion of this primary perspective. 2)That ‘the execs should evaluate
the overall, progress of this decision as measured by the number

of comrades who are w1lllng to either lndustrlallze or otherw1se
become polltlcally actlve in areas which have large’ portlons ‘of

the membership ‘in mass’ 1ndustry— The execs are further mandated

to communicate the strenghths and weaknesses of the political
presentations they are making in favor of realocating personnel

~to carry,out the perspective of this motion. These reports are

to be sent to the NAC for discussion with .copies to NC members,

- so that ‘the NAU can present to the next NC' (or convention if’ they
are at the same tlme) a concrete proposal for relocatlon of person—

nel =

5. That MALS, are to send 1n reports 51m11ar to those demanded of
the execs

‘Thesefmotions'are seen as disciplined motionseandﬂare'mandatoryf”
for all chapters and members. o o S e



TOWARD A WOR KINGf-CLASS ANTI -WAR PROGRAM

Dave Finkel, p:assev(i by” Jaruary . NC as ‘amended"

The resolutioh below is not.intended to re. hash the same debate that occured
during the IS's recent atteripts. to: formulate a position on the Vietnam Mora-
torium. To summarize that debate briefly: my perspective, which was essen-
tially adopted by the NAC majority, was-to make polifical exposure.af the
liberal character of the Moratorium (despite the presence within it of unor -
ganized student radicals) animportant aspect of our anti war work in the .
‘student arena, as poosed to emphasizing ' critical support' ( a quphemism for-

using October 15 as an excuse to distribute our laudatory leaflets with warmed- ’

over versions of the standard criticisms of a single-issue middle-class move-
ment which we, and SDS, have been presenting since the dawn of the Neoli - .
thic era.). In the present state of the IS, unfortunately, any such perspective .,
took on the appearance of ultfa.left:abstentionism, due to a programmatic
vacuum which left us with nothing to build concretely aside from the Morator-,
ium. With all its rhetoric about "independent for the anti war movement,

the IS seems to have little of its own. This resolution will attempt to lay the
‘groundwork to remedy this situation, by defining the role of the IS.in develop- .
ing the newly emerging and potentially immensely powerful forces in the anti -,
war movement (which in no way suggests ‘the abondonment of student anti~war
work). In order to do.this itis necessary to indicate briefly a conception of
where the anti~war movement is.teday, though without attempting a compre-,

- hensive analysis, S e T Co I
(NOTE: the shove is simply an int -duction and was not.submitted to.a, Vvote)

THESES OGN THE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT |
1. The Moratorium is dead -- laid to rest.on schedule, as its organizers in-
tended. The December Moratorium (see: Chicago Sun-Times, 12/7/69) is a
bloc between Sam Brown and Joseph S. Clark, president of the United World
Federalists.. This outcome was entirely predictable and unavoidable, Itwas
impossible to drive a wedge between the Moratorium's leadership and its
rank-and-file, because ""as a nationally organized activity" 1 the Moratorium
had no rank-and-file. This is not to be confused with its popular base, which

‘was anormous but incapable cf independent organization because it had virtu-.
ally no defined politics. Certainly much of this base was receptive to speeches
expressing left-wing criiicisms of the Moratorium leadership, but Within
‘the Moratorium framework it was virtually irnpossible for this sentiment to -
take a political form, i.e. consciousness of the need for a power struggle
against that leadership.

2. The first nationwide anti-war upsurge, during 1965-67, gave rise directly
to.a plethora of radical-led single-issue anti-war committees (SMC) and to the
‘rapid growth of a quasi-revolutionary left wing (SDS). This development will
not be repeated this time, except in places previously unorganized by the anti-
war movement (these will be fertile areas. for political organization, but gene-
rally IS has no strength there). The organizational upshot of the Moratorium
will be a lefi-liberal electoral drive,.in no way independent of the D2. ‘This
outcome is esseutially unavoidable at'the present time; that is, intervention

by radicals in the electoral arena will be ineffective. This is partly because -
of the specific illusions entertained by anti-war youth at présent: they are =~
taken in not by the D as such, but by the importance and effectiveness of a ~
Congressional opposition to Administration policy, For this reason they will
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support D2 candidates on thé basis of expediency, i.e. those are the types who
can get elected. . . , 7 A

3. The November 15 Mobilization constitutes an event of Listoric importance

as a summing-up of a crucial development within the U.S. in the last decade -~
the enourmous weakening of popular patriorism by the shatieri ng of the illusion

of American international invicibility, The March on Washington was notable

for its incrediblé size and for the presence of previously uninvelved strata, most
importantly sections of the labor movement. It also summecd up major weaknesses

" of the middle-class antiOwar movement: first, its isolation from the black movement,

which is profoundly anti-war but was virtually absent in Washington. Second, its
limited independence of the capitalist political establishment, illustrated by the
"emphasis on peaceful protest, March~Against-Death tactics, and the obvious -
dependence of the Mobilization on its coincidence with the Moritorium and the
reflected legitimacy of the endorsement given the latter by liberal politicians

. (almost none of whem endorsed the March itself, for sufficiently obvious rea-
sons). In this context, the demonstrations at DuPont Circle and the Justice
Department -~ disorganized,. politically semi-incoherent, with almet no lea~
dership -~ represented something of a radical pole. appallingly feeble but .
important for its presence.. This might also be said of the Labor Dept. demo,
though that was especially appalling. :

‘4, The prospects for further mass mobilizations in the immediate future are
not good. For the Jpring, local marches {which will have liberal backing,

- and may be larger than ever before) are more likely than another national mob-
ilization (which probably wouldn't have liberal support and couldn't match the
numerical standard set by Nov. 15) Keeping in mind that the last big mobili-
_zation before this one was the Oct, 1967 Pentagon happening, shortly before
Clean Gene appeared, we may anticipate a similar "moratorium' in honor of
the 1970 elections . Qur task in the mass anti-war arena, as far as marches
and demonstrations are concerned, will be to establish a political presence
at the local marches as we did in Washington} conditions for this will be more
favorable locally than in Washington, since we can hopefully do some actual
organizing and programmatic recruitment (the fina! section of this' resolution
will atternpt to lay the basis for this).

5. While the conjunction of circumstances that made Nov. 15 possible will
not immediately reappear, the disilllsionmernt and anti-war sentiment will
continue to spread. If the war is still in progress by 1971 (after the elections)
as we beleive it will, there will be undoubtedly yet another wave of anti-war
activity, the cxplosive nature of which will surpass anything yet seen. Our
basic task in the next year is to build the forces that will spark this explosion:
a reorganized left wing of the studert movement and a radical, anti-war base
in the working <lass. We may see within a year tu eighteen months a series
of small bui cxplosive anti~war strikes. Taken in connection with the ecnomic,
strike wave, this development could point toward a genuine political crisis for
the capitalist establishment in this country. ' '

6. Should the war end or greatly de~escalate within the next year, the domestic
class-struggle will receive perhaps an even greater thrust. Besides its signi~
ficance as w severe setback for American imperialism, this development would
spur demands for de-militarizétion, including the end of American foreign oc-
cupation generally, and give added impetus both to the economic demands of

the working class and tie social and economic demands of the black movement,
The next several years at least will be inarked by the struggles of oppressed
aud exploited Americans for the safisfaction of needs long frusirated. The loss
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of authority which the governthent has sustained thwough its defeat in Viemam
~ will make these struggles all the sharper. Thus, an emphasis on spurring
those demands flowing from theé militarist~imperialist policies of the state . -
~will advance the class struggle on an.all~around basis.

CONCLUSIONS

IS regards its primary responsibility, as far as anti~-war activity is concerned,
as the building of anti~war consciousness within the working class,  Our pur- .
pose is not only the involvement of masses of working people in anti-war ac~
tions of the existing type,; but the development of anti-war activities built and ..
shaped by the working-class movement itself in- accordance with workers' .

- own: needs. : g

Anti-Wwar agitation is a crucial component of our work in the shops.  Working,
pecple know who pays for the war, and they don't like it. The responsibility
of revolutionary socialists is to point out: (1) the connection between the

needs of the war economy and the intensified attacks on workers' standards

of life and work; (2) similarly; the connection between workers' defensive
struggles aga1 nst these attacks and the demands of the anti-war movement;

(3) the roots of imperialism in.the capitalist economic system. For example, -
 wat is‘inseparable from profit'in that a 100% tax on corporate profits (as .
opposed-te attacks on workers! standards .of living) during wartime would
prevent such wars from being wages. This holds true,.of course, for World,
War II no less than for the war agalnst Vletnam.

One point must be ernp‘hasmed here: this is . not 1ntended to build a single-—
issue Workmg class mévement™. Quite the contrary: because of their essen-
tial roles in production and‘'their position as the principal brunt of the: econon'nc
squeezée; workers n: » o fectediby and thus.are driven to.deal with the societal
crisis as a whole, embracmg the war, taxes the black rebellion, the urban .
decay. Being (unlike the upper and student strata of the middle class) threat- .
-ened by all of these at once, workers percewe all. of them together, although
not necessarily in a consistent:fashion'v : : .

This in fact is ine key to the motivation for the working-class anti~war program.
" For the society as' a4 whole, thé 'war has been the.major catalystin generating
social Urirest in the last'8ix years, causing a radical upsurge among the youth
and creating an opening to the left for the entire society: Explicitly anti-war
agitation within the workmg class, in the context of an over=-all class program,
will play a key role in working-class 's radicalization on a multrissue basis. We
realize that‘anti-war propaganda{which is objectively anti~patriotic, whether
or not presented explicitly in that formi) meets with a highly uneven response ,
among worKers) but amoag workers as among other strata, disgust with.th,

war has reached the point where it represents the feehngs of the majority,
hence the basis of suécessiis clearly present. Thisiis particularly true of:
young workers, among whom we can’ expect the: greatest recept1v1ty in all -

our WOrk j:-,' Ll g et _

RPN R R

e

IM?‘LEMENTATI\JN

1. Tran51t1ona1 jrogram ¢ In its completed form, the IS tra.n51t10nal prograrn
for the working class rhust: cleariy explain the role played by the war in the
exploitation of working people, in killing them both on the job and in the Armyﬂ
Demands muast be raised for the immediate unconditional end of the war, dis-
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mantling of the Permanent War Economy,, and the mobilization of resources under
‘working-class control to guarantee employment for all and construction programs
designed to meet needs of life, health, etc. 2

We must raise support for workers' struggles in the anti-war movement as a
whole, mcking it clear thatVietnam and :future Vietnams, as a product of

" imperialism, will only be stopped by ditching the war economy, and that the
ouly force capable of doing this is the working class. We must point out that
the arms-economy is the motor force behind the inflation, and that the assault

. on wages and working conditions necessary to maintain corporate profits in
the stagnating economy have brought workers militancy to the fore. We must
relate this to the anti-war movement as_a whole, stressing the need to link
the war with the inflation and the new strike wave. We must pose this as an
alternative to a strategy limited to mass marches and Weatherman tactics -
which a large section of the anti-war movement has come to see do not pro-
vide a strategy for ending the war. : "

Our orientation to the strikers themselves must begin with support for their
immediate demands, but must go beyond this to raising demands which will
help direct the attention of workers towards ‘the root of the problem: the
capitalist system itself. One way of doing this is by exposing the class col-
laborationist role of the union bureaucrats. In the G.E. strike, for exampile,
we demand that Meany's boycott of G.E. be extended -~ the government, as
G.E.'s largest ccnsumer, must be forced to comply. ’

We must also demand the scrapping of the arms economy and its reconver-
sion into a system that produces for social needsand provides productive

jobs for all. These demands flow from the relation of the arms economy

" to the inflation and the growing inability of capital to provide for socidl needs,
especially in the major urban areas. By raising these demands, we help focus
the attention of workers on the entire social sytem. ' )

In putting forth this orienta’hoﬁﬁ, we stress that the only way to end the war
economy is through a movement led by the working class aimed at workers'
control. - '

The recent calls of the liberais (for the reordering of priorities) leaves the
tax burden on the working class. In order to expose this, we must demand
that the burden of all government spending be shifted from the workers to
*capital. ) :

2. Role of the press: As in our wosking-class program as a whole, the 1.S.
will play a crucial role. Emphasis must be placed on the eight-page monthly
supplement to the I.S. proposed vy Kit Lyons, "primarily devoted to politi~
cal articles on topics-of general interest to workers' and printed for mass
distribution. Iiis'important that every issue contain material directly re-
levant to the war, both in its international significance and its domestic ef-
fects. “heunever {inances and other considerations permit, special issues

of the supplement consisting of twelve rather than eight pages should be pub-
lished, to prevent the danger of the paper becoming an anti-war sheet to the
serious deiriment of other issues. The I.S. supplement is not ounly for the use
of all branches in carrying out their work. Itis expected that the supplement
will be distributed at factory gates, etc., so that the press will build the anti-
‘war program of the entire organization and concretize the working-class or-

" fentation of that prograin. ’ '
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3 Workmg -clas's | orgamzmg. - In the present embryomc state of the LabOr
Frac‘aon,, it is impossible to dictate forms of organization. Generally L .
speaking, however, the rank-and-file shop orgamzatmns built by 1ndustr1ahzed
comyrades will hop efully be arenas of anti-war organizing as well as of other . ..
political and economic struggles. Agitation along the lines of the Na.t1onal Work
Stoppage, and local actions based on that agltatmnal perspective, are of spegcial
s1gn1f1cance.' Lalling upon union 1eadersh1ps to respond to rank-and- file . support t’cu..
for an anti-war work stoppage by endorsing. and dnobilizing support for such ay .
stoppage may be an ei}fechve memnas of exposing that leadershlp. Where the .~
existing ant1-war movement serves as a useful vehicle'in t‘ms work, i.es whe1e o
participation in local anm-war marches (perhaps in connection witha work s
stoPpage) plays.a constructwe rather than disorganizing role in building ‘the
~ shop movement, that vehicle should be energetlcally used. In the form outlined

here, these proposals suffer from vaguenesssithe Labor Fraction is asked to .
_give special consideration to devdoping the anti-war aspect of the work1ncr~class
program of the IS in a more concrete form.

4. Tasks of non-mdustr;la.hzed comrades., A workmg -class program is not

merely a fmatter of dxrect ‘activity in the shops, although abstracted from such
activity it becomes Wholly strile. In the context of a program of anti-war agi-
tation in the shops, and with a work1ng-class press based on an over- -all poli~- .
tical approach but giving special attention to the question of the war, we may
hope to transcend our role as socialist'"edueators' and become a genuine work-
ing~-class tendency within the over=-all anti-war movement. The task of comrades
engaged in non-proletarian argnas wil] be to develop programs and local orga- ,
nizations by which the anti-war movement .and IS in its own name, can appealk.
directly to the workmg class., : :

The impor tance of tms work partlcularly a,rnong students, mt_st be emphas1zed
The potentiality for a new mass student upsurge next year (1ate 1970-71) follow—
ing the quiescense of this school year, willle enormous. Two main obstacles [
presently face the student movement: first, the weariness of several years of | .
losing strugoles and the illusions provided by the Moratorium and the hope '
that the war is finally ending (all this flows from the isolation of the student
movement from a social base); and second, the disastrous wreckage of the or
gamzed left wing (a circumstance related of course to the first problem) P
It is critical that at least the foundations, of a reorganized left wing be laid by
- the time thqt ob;ectwe developments have sweptesway the weariness and sorim .
- of the 1llus1 ns, & oht1ca11y, his foundation must a workingtclass or1entat1on,
both in 1ts,a a,;ks on the Umvers1ty and in its, approach to societal problems
ampuses, we hold our own anti-war ‘meetings and debates, in
cooperatmn l,wrth other rad1ca1 groups wher e posmble. Most 1mportant1y, we
carry out oursélves and in coalition ‘with other radical groumngs where feasible’ s
and politically advisable, pro-workmg class activities that'we advocate for the
anti=war and radical movemeut, The development of cadre on the basis of this
orientation will allow radicals to take full advantage of the opportunities that will
arise next year. This must be not only understood by ourselves, but explained
by example and education to other radicals as well. One simple means of car-
rying out this perspective is the recruitment of students to participate in the
distribution of the working-class I.5. supplement.

Within local ant1 war and radical groups, it is not sufficient simply to propagan-
distically counterpose to the conception of a Congressional opposition that of a
movement based in the working class. IS perspectivec within the radical move
ment must aim fundamentally & building direct links between radicals and the
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’workmg class movement, rather than having purely educational functions for the
radicals themselves., Thus we w@uld urgenstrike support activities, projects
around demands which reflect ifnmediate and actionable working class issues
like taxation, day care centers, housing, traunsit, employrnent, and so for'th.
We would-also advocate educational activities around major, - though less im~
mediately actionable demands (which would fall in the same kinds of areas

just listed). In all such activities we would call upon the radical movement

" to see itself as not merely a support group, but as a pol1t1ca1 orgamzatlon,
putting forth educational demands, analysis, strategy, and tactics. We would
fight for such a political approach by putting forth our transitional program,

and action and education proposals based on that program. These are campaigns
which embody in practice the concepiion of a movement bascd in the working
class and therefore capable of directly linking the war to other soc1a1 questions.
On this basis we may hope to attract a number of radical and radicalizing stu-
dents, by giving them a concrete perspectlve that looks ahead beyond the im-~
mediate electoral swamp.

Within the anti-war movement, we must counter the coah‘aon,ﬁ arganizing commit-
tee appreach, which makes no effort to dernocratically organize the masses

who are called on to participate in the periodic demonstrations. Our goal should
be rank and file groups wheérever possible and on the largest scale possible..
Recognizing that the pr gspects for building such groups are not good at the pre-
sent time, we relate to given activities by fighting for rank and file control at._

the local level, in the organization of the act1v1t1es (e.g. campus strikes) and

in the determination of the pohtlcs. :

Even where 11; is pos:uble to build rank and file organizations, we recognize
that they are not ultimately viable on a single issue, middle class basis and
we counterpose a radical program and working class orieuntation. We propose
that mass demonstrasions flow naturally from rank and file organizations, in
which people develop politically by participating in day to day decision making:
discussing, planning and carrying out programs. We counterpose this to the
pessive part1cxpa‘16n in rallies and marches so typical of anti-war mobiliza~
tions. -

e dle ske-ole M sk sk ok

INote: the phrase '"as a nationally organized activity'' is taken from the NAC reso-

lution and refers to the Moratoiinm as a coordinated whole and a political
strategy rather than simply a series of local demonsisations. This coordi-
nation and strategic conception were of a liberal character and self-conscious~-
1y opposed to radical alternatives, and succeeded both because of widespread
anger against the war and the demoralization of the left. It was in this sense,
i.e. that of naticnal orgamzatlon and the politics of that organization, that the
Moratormm lr-ad no raa.c and £11e and in which the NAC called for this exposure.
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Motion: The Los Angeles Chapter of I.S. initiate a campaign within the anti-war move-~
ment for an anti-war, pro-working class electoral campaign asing the PFP primary as a
meangd of getting on the ballot. )

submitted by Mike Hannon L:A. I.S.

GE’NERAL POSITION OF IS ON THE PEACE & FREEDON—PARTY

The recent debates on our relationship to the Peace & Freefloan Party, both in Los Ang-
eles and in the Bay Area, were unfortunately vived examples of the all too prevelant .
tendancy in IS to substitute demagogic Marxistical name calling for veasoned analysis.
The words "working class', '"middles calss', and "petit bourgeoisie'” fleww back and
forth with marvelous imprecision. 7 ; ' -

"Working class'' has a particularly fluid characrer in IS discuasion.. It often changes
shape whithin the confines of a single sentence. Itis never very clear whether the term
refers to a Marcian class (i.e., synonomous eith proletariat)), to some find pf social-
ogical category or to some metaphisical entity sitting at the right hand of God. .

if, when we tall about workir{grclass perspectives, orientation toward t‘h'éf"wox}king class,
a workers party, etc., etci, we mean to designate some definate, concrete category
useful as a tool of political analysis, then we had better start by deflning theat categoty.

If we are to define wbrking class in Marxian terms, then what we are talking 'about is all
prodiicers of surplus balue who sell their labor power for wages. That category includes
college professors, social workers, garbage collectors, and bank tellers as well as'p

production workers in heavy industry. Allo f them are contributors to the collective
prodirction of surplus falue -- at least according to Marx. If some of our comrades be-
lieve that Marx should be revised on thid point, the burden is upon them to justify the
revision. ‘ : S '
The reason classes such as proletariat and bourgeoisie are signifiaant catagories is that
those two cilasses, in capitalist society, are in necessary and unavoidable conflict.” "
Every gain by the one is a corresponding loss to the other. If we follow the revisions
proposed implicitly by some of our comrades and restrict the labte "working class'' to
industrial production workers Fonly. defining the balance of wage workers as !'middle -
class'" or.some.other non-worker classification, then we must ask the signifigcance of

the division. Can one say that every gain'by a factory worker is nesessarily made at

ilee expense of education workers? Does a social worker's conquest of power to 'strike
necessarliy cut away and lim it the rghts of a2 man on a Chevrolet assembly line? If not,
then we are talking about differences of an entirely different kibd than the differences tha
“that separate such Marxist catafories as proletariat and bourgeoisie. Nevertheless, just
“such a division of the proletariat into two categories, “working class and so-called middle
class, is present in the thinking and argumentation of meay of our comrades, '

This became painfully apparent in the recent discussion on Peace & Freddom. One of
the documents submitted at the Bay Area meeting descrebed P&F as a group of "'middle -
‘calss intellectuals' . Another comrade repeatedly characterized it a ""petit bourgeois
“party’. When; inprivate discussion , I attempted to pin the latter down by asking him

- where he found all of the samll proprietors and independent professicnals in Peace & —
Freedom ( if you're going to clal a party af several thousand preple '"petit bourgeois'’,
you might at least point to three or four petit bourgeios in it), he replied " ¥Yes, they
‘may work for wages and produce surplus value but their consciousness is petit bourgeois

_ and not working class. Thatis what makes them petit bourgeois, their conscioumness.'

Mafgnificent. Marxists now base scientific socialism on such metaphysical qualities V'asr
*‘fcoqsciousness“ and hold that to be more important than mere mater’ial relations like
the person's relationship to the measns of production. s ‘ a

S Y -
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The problem W1th making political analysie .like a sophomore class.in sociology rather
htan as Marxists i s that it leads directly in to major strategm errors. One such error
is to overemphasize the revolutionary potentail of trade union struggles in production. =
industries while, at the same time, undervaluing the significance kf poht1cal work among -
whlte -cbllar and service workers. : :

The ; eace and Freedom Darty is, if one looks a.t 1ts actual comp951t1on, cornposed most~ "
ly of teachers, writers,. students, social workers, transport workers ( the lagge ILWU
reglstratmn tn P&F in San Francisco) and similar occupations. Al of these are workers
in the Marxist sense of that word. With the exception of a few professionals (jncluding
myself) there are no petit bourgebis. Although such persons may be denominated middle
class as if it were identical to Marx's petit bourgeoisie.  Such persons are not in a
spec1a1 and preca rious class position vacilating between gr eat cap1ta1 on the one hand and
the proletariat on the other.; They sell their labor power for wages and the laWS of cap-
1tahst economy apply as much to thern asto ascelrnbly line laborer.s.

All this is compounded by the vromanhc notion that the fordes of the revolutlon w111 be
drawn foom the ranks of horny handed manual laboress -~ embodiments of proletarlan
_virtue. To such '"scientific''socialists, airline pilots, although they form uniohs andgdo
on strike against their capitalist employers really don't make it as proletarlans because
they don't sweat enough and because their wages are toe high.

At one point in the Bay Area discussion, I mentioned "tillers of the sbil" among other
production workers. '"They're not workers at all} they're peasants' contributed one of
the great thinkers of the last cenury from the back room. The idea that such feudal
-classes as peasants exist in mid-twentiegh century America is further proof that the
Marxiam of manu of our sociological~romanticist comrades is as mechanical as it is
shablowi Workers for wages on corporate farms are as much workers as those who
produce automobiles rather thath food. - . =

If histor—ical materialism is '.valid, then consciousness is determined by class position
and not vice versa. If therbasic Marxist critic is balid, then it is the inherent contradic~
tion between capital and the entire proletariat that will cause the breakdown of the bour-
geois dictatorship. The fact that Imperialism makes possible their granting of special
privileges to certain categories of workers should not lead us to the conc1u51m§ that such
workers should be ignored . Reverse ehtlsrn is still elitidm.

The fact that the Peace & Freedom Party is not primarily composed of laborers in heavy
industry should not be taken as justification for abandoning thet party. For regsons that
I need not describe here, the Democratic Party cannct be used as a vehicle foy our elec-
toral activities. Non party electoral campaigns (write~ins are largely exercises in futil-
ity which reach few people and do not take advantage of the access to the maas m-édia
provided by a qualified party. The eace & Freedom Party is a useful vehicle for reach-
ing those elements of the American working class which comprise its membership.

Peace & Freedom was created by a tremedous éffort, very largely the work of members
of I5. Although, it may have takentéme away from internal politicing, it camot be said -
that the time devoted by IS members to P&F was detrimental to IS because our, member-
tr1pe1d during that pemod when we were so engaged. .

IS has a labor fraction which very properly carries onits agitation in the wom{ places
and trade unions where lts members spend their lives. The bull of IS membershlp,
however, is not employed in-heavy industry and has no more legitimacy in rupning off
to factories whith its leaflets than had the "white liberals' of the early, mtergratmmst
_civil rights movement.

Those of our. vomrades who are unwilling to enter Industrial bccupaiions themselves will
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’ce’rtainlir find a more fruitful area for their own revolutionary labors among those work-

ers who are most similar to themselves in background, education, cultural dand lifestyles,

i.e. the kinds of workers that comprise the bull of the Peace & Freedom Farty,

This motion is substantially identical to the Haberkern motion passed by the Bay Area IS,
‘It ealls for our running an anti-war candidate (at lwast one) within the Peace & Freedom
Party. Necessarily, such a tactic means that, in order to avoid the so-called "albatross
problern', we must take at least enough vesponsibility for P&F so t hat opportunits like.
the Reverand Hensley do not embarrass the party to the extent that it becomes- useless
fer our purposes. . - : -

While Peace & Freedom may not be a party of production workers, it is compesed of

people who ar3 properly considered members of the working class and is not 1s any sense

a pro-capitalst party. Encouraging registration into-and activity in the Peacé & RKreedom
Paryy is encouraging a break with the pro-capitialist parties and is certainly in line with
the lbng term revolutionary strategy of IS. A Peace & Freedom Party is a valuable
political fool which should not be lost in a deluge of mushy sociological - romantic

rhetoric. _— '



Morgan Spécter (L.A. I.S.)

I should introduce this brief naner by thanking Comrade Hannon Eor
printing his motion clearly across the top of the first page of: his
polemicpolemic, else I would have had some trouble finding it in the
text itself. For all of Comrades Hannon's caustic analysis and wry
wit (which those of us who have known him for a while are all too

"well aware of) the proposal itself does little to illuminate and -
clear up the real problems surrounding the relationship of IS to the
"Peace and Freedom Party. N '

A very real problem, wne which strikes me before -any other, is that
of defining what it is we are talking about NOW when we mention

the PFP. This is not simply an. empirjcal problemsof listing, as
Comrade Hannon does, the occupational areas of the bulk of its mem-
bership, rather, what real life (if any) does the Party have, and
what actors are present in the arena other than those I.S. membera
which Haberkern and Hannon would have us commit to it?

During our discussion in the Los Angeles club prior to the Bay Area
Convention, I and two or three other comrades made it clear that in
our belidf, the extent to which PFP will be a viable arena for &S

in 1970 is, the extent to which life has been breathed into it from
quarters olther than our own. It was additionally our persvective

(which I believe still valid given the dismal reports on the CaneﬂQJ L

tion) that if there is little real in that arena that we should not 7
feel the weéight of history on our shoulders and begin arain thg pre-
vious process. - : : ' - :

The only thing real which either Haberkern or Hannon can point-to in
PFP is that it could really mean something IF, etc., etc., etc. Be-
cause the arena as a whole offers nothing, and because the antice of
Reverend Hensley may only make:a joke of the state-wide organization,

it would be a mistake to continue to deal with PFP in terms of "keep- -

ing it on the ballot" on a state or national basis.
"I am not convinced by Hannon's arguments to the contrary on this
qguestion. The mere existence of a skeleton party is not a guarantee

of anything. Not is its mere presence on the ballot. Attempting to &

mount a campaign which would have as its net effect the maintenance
of PFP's ballot presence would, in my view, be a- fantastic waste of
time and energy. I agree with Joel Geier's argument that the possi-
bilities of success are almost nil, but even if suchaad hoc unified
political activity were possible, I would view it with-caution’un-
less something more exhilarating than the ignominious Senatorial

and Presidential campaigns of 1968 was in mind, This does not ‘seem -
to be the case; and another feckless search for- "the right man to
carry the banner" hardly seems worthwhile at this time. '

However, there is a value to PFP yet, and that is to be found in )
those small districts where some -organization has continued to this
day. Since IS itself participated in the failuee of an electoral
effort organized from the top with no substantive base, I oppoge
anything which would put us in that position again. Hannon re--
pudiates independent campaigns on the basis that they do not command
- access to the media, yet Cleaver probably commanded more media atten-
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tion than anyone else connected with the Party, and it seems clear
in retrospect that that itslef meant little. : S

But at the base level, in those areas where some real. structure
exists and has been kept alive, real possibilities exist ‘for uSlng
the organization to mount campaigns that command the attention:of-
those communities as a whole. In some of those areas, gampaigns’
have already begun. Insofar as it is possible for IS to relate to -
such campaigns, or assist materially in their development both ‘in

,1terms of candidates and programs, we should definitely do so. ‘Parti-

cipation 'in ‘such campaigns, while correct from any number of perspec-
tives, including the propaganda angle expounded by Comrade Geier,
also has -the advaﬁtage of allowing us to concentrate our Dolltlcal
activity and carry our case dlrectly to the people oursleves and-in.
our own terms, rather tham paying undue attention to our media. . .
presence which places us‘at'the mercy of those whom we attack.

Another point. Before I.S5. as a Darty(°), can justlflahly think in
terms of providing or helping to prov1de a vehicle for the working .
class or the "anti-war‘movement or both in the electoral arena, we
should first-.-do our homework in those arenas. The renascent anti-
war movement: is currently caught in a struggle between. liberal Dem= ~
ocrats who have revitalized it for their own purnoses, and those like
oursélves whb are seriously 1nterested in seeing it take on a meaning-
full independent ITife. As we begin to realize significant successes
in forging a_consciuosness- in the anti-war movement that it should.
" be independent of all aspects of the capitalist machlnery, 1nclud1nq
its parties, we can then, and not before, begin to aid in the re--
development of an 1ndependently organized political voice for it.
IS should consistently oppose the "romantlcs" who completely and for -
all time’ eschew the value of electoral pOllthS, and we must always
" be ready to partlelpafe in helping build (or re—bulld, as.the case
“may be) a "PFP" when the progress of the movement itself justifies -
it. However, it would be an error to - expend great time and energy
trying to hold on to somethlng which, on a state and national ba51s,
represents nothlng ;

As for the problem of relatlng +to the working class, I w0uld only sav
" that it is alsways our responsibility to struggle for the re-devolop= -
ment ‘'of a consciousness some thirty years dormanfi that the working
class”as a whole ‘and particularly the industrial proletariat . {(satis~:
fying'in-part;, I hope, Comrade Hannon's demand for precise - phraseee
ology) has rothing ot gain and everythlng to lose by remaining .strap-.
ped toithe Republicrat Barties. This ‘also involves combattlng,bv

the way, the falsé -consciousness that led 51gn1f1cant portions bf .

the working class into an independent DOllthS on. the right. At

the very least, we ‘should use such local PFP campaigns as are suit-
able to the purpose for propagandizing the working class. Beyond
that, wuch work as Comrade Veinberg and others have been developlng
of consistent’ communication with factory workers through labor . :
committees should be- encouraged and led by ISers in every city where
we organxze ‘Again, as militant and 1ndependent rank-and-file "ac~
tivity godes beyond its sporadic nature of the moment and begins to
take oh greater stability (which is a result of the development of
true consciousness), which development I would hope our Comrades
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would be in the forefornt of, serious attention should be paid to
the problem of developing the proper electoral vehicle for that -
-section of the class. We cannot wait for the development w1th1n
_the working class to take place should, for example,

the process in the anti-war movement towards real lndependence comes
to fruition, but neither should we gloss over the real nece531ty of
involving ourselves actively in it at all times.
SPECIFIC MOTION .

I. That I.S. members should not at thls time concern themselves
with attempting to salvage what remnatnts that are of the PFP on a
state or national level.

II. That where local organlvatlons exist, we should par+1c1pate in
their community campaigns, and seek to develoo the level of their
programs.

III. That we continue to work within the anti-war movenent for an
independent strategy, with the perspective in mind that one result .
©of this independence would be the dcvelopment of an 1ndependent,
anti-capitalist electoral party.

IV. That insofar as possible we use existing PFP organlzatlons to
"develop communications with industrial workers or, if that is not-
possible, with "white-collar" segments of the working class. - That
where contacts on an on-going basis with industrial workers cannot

be made through the device of local PFP campalqns, we seek to estab-
lish and develop such contacts on our own or in concert with other,
grops who.shatre our perspective on this question.

V. Tjat we push within these campaigns that are mounted for a. multl—
issue program, opp051ng such proh11c1allsm as is evidenced in the
Dav1dson campaign in Venice.

VI. If in other states (and this is only intended as a contribution -
to a national discussion) staatewide campaignsrseem real, we should
urge anti-war candidates to run as PFP and not in. the DP, or run
antiswar campaigns through PFP in direct opposition to such cam-
paigns in the DP, as seems called for in our perspectvive to the
anti-war movement as a whole. -

This perspectlve should not be interpreted as a death wish extended
to PFP or any counterpoints for all time, but rather as a realiza-
tion that such a party must grow from t-e process of the movement

as a whole, and not be the result of political manufacture, inspired
by our understanding. that a PFP is a real necessity at certaln ‘points
in the development of the struggle for soc1allsm -

Let my windiness in brev1ty Seve as a warnlng to those who would
encourage me to write at lengkh on obdher topics.



braft. Resolutlon on Peace and Freedom Party
David E. (L A. I.8.) -

"The I, S ;as a matter of tactics, do not endorse P+F and'simiiar

“electoral: ecampaigns at the present juncture. In the anti-war move—;'

ment and elsewhere we challenge the legitimacy of the electoral:
process. under monopoly eapltailsm ‘We regard the- primary task of.

"the Left at present as the creation of an extraparllamentary oppoo**

tion capable of exemplary and mass direct action against the ruling
class and its agents.

This should be a matter of’dlsc1nllne at least to the extent of I S
members not bebng: candldates

JUSTIFICATION‘

Too many Is- arguments revolve around taking abstract and ahistorieal
“positions”. The question of strategy and tactics (we are at point .
A and want to get to B; how #o we: st&rt’) is usually not considered.
Hence there will be no guarrel with the- principle of polltlcal ac-
tion outside the two-party dictatorship.

But the left is fragmented, ‘tiny, and demora11zed confined to 'a .
few metropoli and college towns--—-a: mlnorlty of students, a handful
of intellectuals, and a minority- (though growing) of

ethnic minorities. The numbers in dlsc1p11neﬁ’formatlons of what—

ever line is miniscule:even in the left milieu, and they. tend to
interact eith one antother rather than with potentlal constltuencles.

- The world situation is one‘of continued high tenslon in most places

"and war in a few places between imperialism and third-world insur-

gencies. Due to economic -problems, notably balance-of~trade and in-
flation, the mother country is éntering a period of retrenchment
(if it can manage it) but not withdrawal. This retrenchment re-
quires the suppression of black and other movements at home, and
probably an :incomes policy or some other form of attack on real w -
wages. A similar reeession ‘is already beginning on campus-—the
beglnnlngs of corporatization and rationalization of higher eduCQtlon.,
Similar processes are already under way in other public bureaucracies
even. as "movement"- analysis and world-view are spreading among: them
(the- two trends are probably related). France (May 1969), Italy
(now) ; and. to a ledswer extent W. German SDS are already examples of
the- reallty of. extraparllamentary direct challenges to bourgeois
rule in industrial societies, along with the civil rights m@voment,

"the Resistence, FSM, Columbia, SF STate, etc. As conflict sharpens

in owr traditional constituencies, in both the "middle- class"worklng
class and the "labor-metaphysic$ industrial wokring class, our:
redoubtable dialecticians tell us the way to fight A.P.Giannini,
General Motors, and friends is by challenging Mickey lMouse Reagon-- -
at the ballot box! A magnificent rise to the challenge.

Yet the fact is that every successful electoral party, even avowedly

" socialist ones, has been conservatized by its experience. In other

worHs, a successful P&F will give us Harold Wilson, Hollywood style.
An unsuccessful one will guve us nothing at all, and will have ‘divert-=
ed our scarce money and eorganizers into something that will evaporate
come November, for two years at least, leaving us at best with the
bureaucratic shell of a line on the ballot and maybe a few mew re-
cruits (a sectarian goal, if that's the main one). It will have also
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served to strengthen the popular definition of politics as what hap-
pens on election day, to which the public reacts with a great yawn,
and cynical jokes, and rightly so. Far from providing an alternative
to the Republicrats, it will confirm everyone's view that "this is

a free country, even kooks can get on the ballot, and vou can see how

popular the system is by the number os votes they get compared to *~
Reagan-Unruh and Murphy-Hayakawa." .

What about pushing to get the anti-war movement tb support P&F? -
That is so much ritualistic bullshit. The 1libs won't. The New Left

types will say, "If you'vre for it, then do it," so we'll end up with
the ‘main responsibility for it anyway, and the wédght of the albotross:

on our shoulders.. With our numbers, we aren't going to push anything
~as amorphous as the anti-war movement (as a whole) into anything.

So that version is the same thing as going into P&F and "taking it
over".

The power of the movement has been its ability to get people to break
with conventional definitions of politics, with bourgeois legatity,
with the ritualism of the Old Left. ' Remember we are talking about
defeating imperialism, grinding the heel of révolution into the face
of the bourgeoisie, giving people a sense of the possiblity of libera-
tion, of collective control of their own destiny, energy for a twenty-
or froty-year struggle. Electoral campaigns of the size of P&F are
bloodless, enervating, demoralizing, and lead to the evaporation -

‘of the organization on Election Bay. - : : '



12/4/69 OPPORTARIANT SM , David Friedmen

From the IS pregram—in-trief:t " In-Vigtnem, we favor the"v1civry of the ILF over the im-
nerialist ut we “clleve that the rew resime will ‘establish bnreaucrat“c clags rule
not a socialist socicty .eee (and) that sccialism cannot be acliloved Sx cwouo (Qureau-
eratic ccl]oa~1n1 t) countriocs without the overthrow of bhe ruling sroup Difie. '

i,

n the TAC, entiwan rcuolut*cn (10/20) 1£ as‘an'inﬁevendént mOVe

£ which ITools %6 -tho ronlacoront of b 1w vieble way to bring any

mificont chansge te cur fereign pelicy. L s movenent cannet do that fm
one, it necds to. link un v 1tk the. JO“L¢W“ u;ﬂus. {(Emplizsis addbﬁ) o L

1. lbere 18 T _ TEh i hc movenient . asainst oriticisn of the IILF, I ho-
licve that the IS has boen yicldins do this wressurc in our “u0110 worlk (1cfflets

e . A . "
urblhluu, snecchos al mectings). Ofton thc fﬁr" of "ol otulr“‘ To ex-

nlain or ¢ e”'tc,h*nticr our nositlon. te'. I
ar: not irmugring the horesty or:peourese.c o, arc not imrune to the .
Prossurss op the radical milicu. In this milieu, ©sivbein °ubﬂeﬂts sgent inannronri-
ate wrlwnrJWV wecausge our positions are unnconular. ) o &

n
11" ‘A'N’)I‘O"‘I‘

Cur ottitude toward . the LI is on m"nrtwt test of ewr thHeoory of buroaucratio_dol-
lectivism -- in a s*antion whore 211-the »enular "Harxist" theories lead to molitir
cel supnort for the TLF.. Qur cralysis of:Stelinistrovererts snd regimes is- basie
to our coricention of 5001f1isn.&s & world-systenidistinet: fror end hostile to.all

closs 8001et10s. IS sunnor+ for rn I'LF. victory, ‘based ¢rn the nrincinle of self- de~
termination for the Jletwﬂwbou peonle, rustnob beccme confused with the classless
and nrroncous v1ow th”t Stalinism Lu,ﬁslessel— vil ir the Third ¥orld. Cur Pl“SQ.
noirt of vied is irtorroticnalist. T reject gl neticn of orierting T0w°rd worlcrs
in eone couhtry, neasants ir. arother, stcs... vhoeraver PCWER scems to lic for asnir-
ins Seviors and netit bourgecis rrdicols

quostion of indenordont nolitical actlon, I ask only that the NAC stand by
its own nesition, as quoted above. e have twe basic thinme %o say to 4l arti-var
moverent: It should adont a -mlti-issue, vorking class nresram, and it sheunld hreal
with the Domeceretic Party. I assunc tha oot o both-nertics” rofors o
cloctoral. actinwu~-Jo-wc~wﬁsc-t_*ﬂ-&uﬂl Sbrﬁﬁﬁ”y’+0 tAo ar ;waf'#ovemont in a Jialceti-
cal way, raicing ¢ lon and o vorlzing Itlenal »rogran
torother, explaining the rrolotions! and iﬁri“ceu“on"7 Qr do we seprrate the
idens ard say that olectoral actioc effor there is o Flrm workiss.
class hase? (TOTE: - I am not at the IS suprert every indonendent canpsisn
recardless of its nropren, or thot wo do-ommhasize nilitent nass petion, )

Indepondent clecteral action and a verking class nrogranm are rwbunlly-reinforcins idens.

Insofer as any mevenent of socilal hrotpst Cohhtor“” itself to the caniftelist partics,
'it rust attempt to win the allesiance of messos of perﬁlo rot sinmply on one issuc (al-

theugh oo sincle issue like the war night bc dhmlnant), but on the larper question of how
the society should be soverned. Today in fmerica, this nocossitetes a rulti-issue,
worlizins elass onmeal. Convers sely, to the oxtent thrt sectors of the cnti-war movement
sdopt a werking closs prosream, it should be used to brenk werkers ocut of the Do-ocratic
Perty ard irte sctivities which directly challeonge the conitnlist nartics for control of
the state. This kind of clectorsl sction smoes hard-ir-hend with the effert to stirmulete
nclitical strilres and working cless radlicalisme. There is no cuarnrtec egrinst bad oan-

naighs, but we do rot advecote them end e do not hnuve to su~mert then. Indenerdert ro-
lltlceT acticr will fird fow cdhorents emeorz the hard liberals ard affluert middle class
sgction of the enti-war moverent. And neone ameng the noliticiscrs and carcerists. Here
is .on eomertunity for radicals to tresk cut of their isolatien, a message for them to
brine to werkers and the arti-wer moverert. Of crurse thev won't do it, but that is ro’
reesor for the IS to conitulnte to the onti-glecteralism which is nart-snd-ncrecel of the
nelitienl bharkruntey of the redicsl left. (To be eentinued)




ks ’I'he ];S support a,nd encourage the mount1ng of a stateW1de 2FP campa1gn ins the

1970 elections.. - . "L e ~
‘We,nealize that fmances and Other problems make a fnll slate’ probably 1mposs1ble. e
b. Unless we hear more positive information on his prOJected carhpaxgn, e Oppose S

[RSEIEN

the candidacy of Rev. Klrby Hensley for Governor‘ o

2. We push for addlng more labor -d1rected deman g to the ex;sting DF”:‘ program,
and for orienting the campaign primarily toward’ the woeking class -‘Such demands

would include extending the state and federal wages & hours acts'to all workers (in-
) cludlng agricultural workers), a $3 minimum wage, the 30-hour week with double~
time for overtime, repeal of the Taft-Hartly & Landrum-Griffin acts, repeal of the

state "hot cargo'' and secondary boycott laws, state and federal systems of free med~

ical care for all, repeal of the sales tax, a $15,000 homestead exemption on property
taxes, bdc,

3. The IS take responsiblitie for one local campaign (e.g., the Alameda County State
Senate seat), if necessary putting up the candidate and running it on a militant, class~-
conscious basis. (The new transistional program being prepared in NY should be of
assistance in this.) This campaign should not merely be directed to the workers, but
should raise thequestion independent political action by the working calss nature of
the state as embodied in labor legisIation, strikebreaking, etc.

Tom Condit
East Bay €Community Branch



MOTION TO BAY AREA CONFERENCE BY JOEL GEIER

MOTIONY: The Bay area International Socialists reaffirms its position in
support of independent political action. Within the anti-war movement and
other movements of social protest, we will continue to propagandize for no
support to the capitalist parties and for independent vpolitical action

as a vehicle to the formation of an independent pabor party. While fav-
orable to the construction of a broad radical party we believe that the
current radical movement, due to its limitation to middle class intelleg-
entsia element®s who are now in process of ideological crisis, self-def-.
initdéon, differentiation and dissarray, does not today provide the basisg
for unified independent political action. Therefore the IS will not init-
iate the reconstruction of the PFP as a broad radical party, believing this
to be currently impessib le. Instead the IS will carry on its owm pwop-
aganda and will attempt to run its own candidates as revolutionary socialist
propaganda campaign. Such candidates could run using the PFP ballot slot
without in any way committing ourselves to building the PFP, ‘



| AFFNDMENT TO.MOODY DENDENT POLITICAL ACTTON PERSPECTIVP .: gy

byJChrlo Hohson

(Fote 5-this ic ‘based on material from pp. 1 and 11 of my motion, if people
wisnh o compare.

_ADD AT END: R : Pee 'f’W
{mldﬂle -class ' o

hon doas IS ralse tha idea of e
: this our major slogan fFor

ectoral action. Esqcntlally, e’ never
movement or o:ganlza+1on,‘even when coum led

the idea of a worklng—clans orientation." Rather, we urqe actlon
1d programmat]r denands, with a working-class orientation, in order to
d continuing, ruqﬁle»“r’ented organizations. As socialists, we.ate .

st to sub st:tute the conceoL “what you can do for yourself,"” and the !
of‘suru\glg against the rulers, for the electoral "what I can do.fcr
&”Pgﬂlzp +1at 1nuep@ndgnb voting alorne doés not-do this thub t
ise the idea of electoral action outqlﬂe the context of some ongci
of which it can become one expression.. In generaal, then, we . .
: the idea in specific situations in which votlng can be a way of reois~
Ly cupocrf for an OrGinAaLLOn ‘or program, as well as of recruiting-
‘v1ﬁu1l° into arwanlvat*cn which encage ir continuing struggle of a.
-plectoral king. e o ) = , ' )

: :ing e Srali, action - as an’educational tool, one of our central mcss*~°s
i that signiiicant change can never be 'won by electoral action.

gram”™ means not just demands, but a set of actions which, could,
open a2 way ovi of the social: 1moassv, vet which ‘requit e’new 5001a
to heccms e dziable. Thus what we '¢ffer in an electoral campa’cn
‘series of slogans m but a set of colutions for the soc1al crigis, -
Lionzl
3

worress our Yiransilic ‘program because it is the only program which
2o g8elve the sorial 2z of +the epoch.: But, stated . out of the con et
& moverent, ”
3, electoral actl
vl Rather, the
Tod movemnent, the

27 A whole with its

n zet of "what I can do for you"promises.
-*ﬂOt be undertaken as an initial organizing
al campaion betomes the means by which a mass-
ef:a pr0¢etcr1an movement, acquaints sociehy
plogram for sodiety as a»wnole.

Jirecily active in an electoral campaign, it

y Lo the working class. It makes aopeals i<l
vehuntons; - in all LauEV, however, raising. these\a.
n-among the workers rather {han through negotiating -
5. Similarly, I.S. 'seeks endorsement form rank-

; from insurgent "dual®™ organizations (of the DRUM

sl agaln Tglslﬂgghhf questlon 1n membershlo meatlngs '

: o lltvvﬁ Lh tha bopdltxons mmhmmnmmmmmmhmmmmmmmmmmmmmm for plec-'
toral ““ilon of the Lype described hereln, whether for I. 5. on its -own PR
a br:.aider movemant. - such as the -anti-war movement - do not ex1st -
& awide in 1,70, and probably not in- any local area. Therefore L5,
<711 not undertake or agitate for.a national electoral program in 1970. 4
In iecal sitnations, decisions: about’ undertaklna and agitating for elec-.

a ‘aleon shall bne based on the perspectlve herein. 'In general I.5. .
tzrs shall no:t undertake or agitate tor electoral campalgns using the
and Frpedom siot on the Hnllct

1




MOTION FOR BAY AREA CONVENTION - By Ernie H.

Motion" The Bay Area chapters of IS initiate a campaign within the
anti-war movement for an anti-war, pro working class electoral cam-
paign using the PFP primary as the means of getting on the ballot.

_ GENERAL POSITION OF IS ON ELECTORAL CAMPAIGNS BY ANTI_WAR MOVEMENT

1) The IS sees an independent working class party as the immediate step

~'in the building of a socialist mowement. As long as the labor movement

its rank and file as well as its bureaucratic leadership remained:tied

to the patronage machines of capitalist positics no programmmatic

approach to the evils of American capitalism is possible. All slogans
and program, no matter how left they sound, remain mere campaign pro-
mises. } : :

'2) The IS rejects the_anti—electoral'position of the bulk of the

left. This attitude is another symptom of the refulal (or inability)
of the left to fight for political support for its programs- from

those sections of the population, especially the working class, who
are not yet oppressed minorities and radical intellecturals. If move-
ments from below whether in the street or the shop refuse to challenge
the DP at the polls they can be and have been isolated from their

mass base. No matter how militant a struggle is if it refuses to

try and win the majority of the working class to a political program
it will be reduced to another fragmentary protest movement. The

Black revolt that began in the cities in 1966 disintegrated precisely
because it never found a political voice that could fight the DP

for the allegiance of black people. ]

3) The IS sees an independent'party as the principle vehicle for
the transitional political program tha t can bridge the gap between, -

_ the often militant, immediate struggles of workers, students and

oppressed minorities and a full socialist program. The present
approach of most of the left including those elements in SDS who are
getting involved in working class organizing, is otften most similar
to the old social-democratic method of fighting militantly on day

to day issues, holding out the long range hope of socialist revol-

" ution and remaining pretty vague on the ground in between. To adopt

this appreach is not to go beyond the independent political action
slogan, it is to return to the reformist community organizing-of
a few years back. - ) . :

4) The first task of an independent radical party is to winm liberals
(the majority of the wlrking class) to a radical program. The most
serious weakness in the politics of the New Left is its tendency to
falk as if the main eneny were léberals. This tendency confuses two
(at least) distinct political types. There are liberals who have a
firm position in this socity and see liberalism as the best political
tactic for preserving it (the Roosevelts-Kennedy types is the most
obvious example). There are also liberals for whom liberalism is the
best way to change and improve on a social order of which they are
more ar less critical. Thexx overwhelming majority of the American

working class , blacks and other oppressed minorities , and most dis-

affected middle class types belong in this second category. Within the
mass movement designations like liberal, radical and even revolutionary

‘describe an individuals position in a smectrum of attitudes held by

people moving into opposition. The difference between Bobby Kennedy and
his supporters was a class difference, the difference between most
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former Keennedy supporters and the New Left radlcal lb a elrferenﬁe in
consciousness.* S

5) The middle class composition of the anti-war ‘movement and therefore of
any political party of electoral campaign based on that m@vement means that
it will suffer from the violent oscillations that. are characteristic of
this heterogenous social stratum, Nevertheless, it has become obvious in
the last ten years that movements among the middle classes especially stud-
~ents-and lower order functionaries has had a catalytic effect on other
struggles especially those -of workers. The strike wavbk that everyone expects
“in 1970 and. that has already started to build comes at a time when the nol-"
“itical bankruptcy of capitalist parties has already been made apparent. It -

+ - was the anti~-war movement that_ contributed most to._this exposuré. As Lenin

.points out in his polemic against. Left W1ng Communism, "no one can predlct

the incident which will precipitate a crisis .in:advanced capltallsm.'lt is
the job of the revolutionary to underssand how to exploit to the fullest
these crises when they occur" The major political furniction of the agitation
over the war from a socialist point of view is that it exposes the polit-
ical collapse of liberalism. The most effective way- to exploit that agitation
is to move . it as far as it will go into opposi ition to llberallsm and the DP.

~ 6) The IS program for the PFP is essentlally that of the Rlchmond program
¥ based on four major points:

- 1i) A pro-working class policy whlch supportssthe struggle of workers
against the attempt .to solve the crisis of imperialism and the permanent.
war economy by attacking the worklng conditions and living standards of

. the working:class.

i) An ahti- 1mper1allst democrarlc forelqn pollcy whlch opposes to
imperialist intervention, not isolationism but an alliance.with the forces
struggling for national libenation and social revolution.

iii) Support for the self defence of Black and other onpressed minorities
,'agalnst the totalitarian police measrure with which their ‘demands for -an
“end to racial oppression are met.

iv) Opposition to .the attempt to turn the unlver51ty and other cultural
institutions into apologists for and managers of the reactlonary forelgn .
and domestic policies of American capitalism and the consequent oppression -
of the student. movement and the attacks -on Academic Freedom aimed at
purging .the university of "subversives"

*One political- consequence ‘of this fact is the p0551b111ty of unLted action
with liberals, even in the electoral arena; when liberals are willing to
break with ‘capitalist positions at least to. the extent necesaary to maintain
the éffectiveness and independence of the anti-war movement. It goes with-
out saying:that such blocs:are: only possible so long as the radicals remain

" free to point out the inconsistency of the liberals in. refuélng to go all. :
the way in breaking with capitalist politics and so long as. .radicals remaln -
free to make clear- thelr own pOlltlcal 9031tron —_— :

(We recelved -a report that this motion was passed by the
bay area conference. NAC)



T INDEPENDENT JOLITICAL ACTION: METHOD AND A UERSJECTIVL. ‘
T - Mike Monheit

I.- Ob_]ectlve basis for Independent Political Action.

- Indepe'tdent pol1t1cal achon as a strategy for the workmg class
and the major area of class struggle and advance is a result of the

.f,monopohzatmn of, capltahsm and state intervention in the economy and
" local classg struggleﬁ. It is the bourgeois state which participates in

.. collective bargaining, and in alliance with the trade union bureaucracy'

f':attempts to remove the settlement of labor-capital wage and working

conditign struggles from effectwe control of the workers. Itis the

state whlch lowers real ‘wages, and increases profit by’ du‘echng everv
increasing amounts of tax money, into arms producuon. In add1t1on,
- the general need for, qentral zation of f1nance and allocatxon of )

1nvestme*1t reqmres a struggle against the oresent state to- show 1ts

workmg class.r N

' ,For these reasons, Whlch are the result of the attempts of the bourgeo1s

state to patch over the protracted crisis of capitalism, polltlcal struggle
against the state becormes necessary, both for the working class to )

" defend its living conditions under capitalism and to learn the nature of
~the. bourgems state. That is, our viewing of the nece551ty for workers
. to engage in un1f1ed pohtlcal strqggle grows ouf of the economic

development of cap1ta115m, or the ”ob_]ectlve COI’ldlth‘i'lS.” The need for:
a unified, democratic, responsive workmg class party must be part
of our transitional program. Such a program begins with the basic felt needs

..of the workmg class, and formulates a ynified set of demands fotr their

satisfaction. In add1t1on it must formulate the way that the set of

...demands cany be fought for and ultunately 1mpl°tmented (wh1ch adds up to -

socialism), Independent, polrtmal actdon represents’ the orgamzatzonal
form which will enable workérs to struggle for the kinds of demands
that we believe they will have to raise to succesfully protect and 1mprove

_their 11V1ng conditions (and thereby destroy capttahsm)

o However, though a transitional program ‘embodies the ob_}ectwely

necessary ways that the felt needs of the worklng class cati be satisfied,

reta;n'r rny construcuon job, this does not at all mean thatI agree that
the only way I can be guaranteed job security is'by a struggle for full

o » ernployment for a](l expanalon of useful construction, and reduction of
~ hours with no Joss in pay. This lack of understanding can (and does)’

emst desp1te the obgechve needs of constructmn workers. Therefore,. the

jfa,ct that our. tranmhonal program takes the felt needs of workers and

carries them to their 10g1ca1 conclusmn does not mean that workers will
be receptive to the whole program In general, what seems.’ ‘podsible to -
part or-all of the working class will depend upon the particular history
of that movement. Vorkers may know that strikes can protect their
wages to a limited extent, but feel that the government i% ”1mpart1al "
i s doing the best any .government could do, or ‘they ‘may féel powerless
in the face of an immense, organized, armed force (army, police, etc.).
We always present our entire transitional program, and never hide the
fact that we are revolutionary socialists. But we emphasize and bring
to the fore those aspects of our program which are most likely to
immediately reach all or a section of the working class. Vhat is most
appropriate depends upon close contact with the working class, and
a careful assessment of the consciousness of the workers.
T The ideal organization necessary for mstruggle for a particular
" demand or set of demands and the actual organizations that would
implement them, that is esercise power, are more or less identical.

-

. inability to. carry. out such centrahzatmn of econormc planmng to the '

s

. we do not confuse felt needs with consciousnéss.. 1f I have the conScwus need to
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Tn general we seek out those eltuatlonc where the. 111u51ons, false
consciousness of workers are most clearly and recogmzably contra= ' -
_ dicted by the real situation. For example, G.E. workers believe " '
.that higher prices are necessary fcr them to receive higher wages
"where-else can the money come from =~ G.E, must make a prof1t or .
it cannet dunction." DBut higher prices by G.E. and other: cornpames ‘like
it have-forced the value of their wages down, which in turn has driven’
-the workers to strike. Higher prices therefore contradict the false °
consciousness that what's good for GE is good for its workers. Here
a demand. for wage increases with no pllt‘*‘ increases might lead G, E
workers to a higher consciousness. In this situation, we would o
emphasize the demands agalnst »he par ticular company because the"

erkers

. -at G.E+4 do not clearly see the relation be tween government pol1cy and
‘inflation (nor car they yet by and- Li‘rge) or that they have the power:
to de anything about it. By putting forth such a demand, we would not
be directly challenging the arms economy, whichis ‘the _rnaJor source '
of inflation, but we would be urging workers to fight to the limits of
non-political activity and then see the need for p011t1cal orgamzat1ons

~ and struggles. Therefore, what we push to the fore in the form of
slogans depends upon both the objective condltlons, and where false

" consciousuess of the worke*s is. weakest - o She

2 1 1 . - ¥yt . t

I Cnterla for 1ndependeut 3 ohtu; 1 ,t.\.ctIOL Slogan at}d Empha51s ;

L Worklng C]asm e

o In general we must as sume that workers are conservatwe in the psycho—r
logical sense. They do not move on tc new and uncertaln forms of |
struggle unless they are convmced the old ones are [madequa.,e., In .
the case of independent pohtlf‘al actlon, this can only come about when
-workers realize or are about, to reahze 1:hatl thelr demands and felt

" needs cannot be met without a political struggle and orgamzatmn of
some kind. When struggles leading to that & ealization have yet do be
begun, we emphasize slogans and de*‘nands which can catalyze such’

"preliminary" struggles.- Until strugg]es leading to that reahzahon ‘_ :

are being fought out, independent political action must remain a
secondary slogan, with the primavy emphasis upon demands, upon
individual corpox atlons which expowse their inability to maintain workers!
present 11v1-1g conditions and the" role of state policy in the dechne

of wages and ineffectiveness of trade unions. Our national "line' can
only be determined by a careful analysis of the major industries, and an
attempt to appeal to the averags' consciousness of the more volatile
sections of the working class. Because our progrnm is constantly

‘put before workers, any underestimation of the specd of direction of
development will be socn a‘aparent provided we are in close touch with

: ._,ma_]or working class struggles. Any over-estimation will show 1tse1f

in borlng, poorly attended meetmgs in zeve*y aspect of our act1v1ty

N
B

B Mlddle Class

. The mlddle c;as;u ‘unlike the working, class,r cannot by itself acquzzre v
confldence in its ability to struggle, .o w1n its aims by actlng :

1ndependently of any other class in somety " This is due to the .

lack of common, zooperative, role in somet‘y and to the middle cla.ss :

role in capitalism being to perform taslis whlcb .are not 1mmed1ate1y

essential to capital accumulation (a student movement may take years

before corporations begin to feel a loss in profits because of the de~



ivionheit = 2

crease in talented essential executives or engineers; an industrial working
class movement's effects can be felt in an hour). Nor can middle-class
movements long remain mobilized around objectively revolutionary demands
without realizeing subjectively what is implied. This means that, unlike

workers, middle class people (students, professionals, engineers, pror-
_fessors, shopkeepers) cannot experience progressively greater degrees of
confideénce in their own power. In fact they can have little power indepen-
dently of the two major classes in society. Vorkers who engage in inde-
pendent political activity could win immediate partial victories, middle l
class movements can only win the most illusory and paper victories (like
LBJ not running for President). Therefore, while we call for independent
Eﬁfo;litical action for middle class people, i.e. independent self action and
organization around our program, our tactical suggestions are determined
by what kinds of actions: and demands will reach and catalyze the working
class, Our task in terms of political allegiance is to break workers and
middle class people from the Democratic Party. But this does not necessarily
_mean encouraging middle class people to run or support candidates (even
around our program) merely because the expression of their allegiauce to the
Democratic Party is expressed electorally in election years. Vhat we must
counterpose is the use of tactics that can bring workers into motion in struggles
for their own and congruent middle class demands. Such tactcs may include
industrialization, demonstrations, mass leafletting, doorbell ringing, electoral
campaigns, etc., depending upon what is most likely to reach workers at :
any given time. What we say and what we tell middle class movements to sy
in the course of utilizing these tactics directed to workers, is our whole
transitional program, emphasizing those aspects that seem most relevant at
any given time to workers' consciousness. \Vhether we support other middle
class independent electoral or other political atternpts depends upon their
immediate effects upon the working class, direction of development, probable

. bourgeois political developments and their effects on such movements, the
programmatic and people content of such movements, etc. 1f a movement -

" that we critically supported decided to use electoral action despite our position,
we would push for such action to have our program. We do not passively ac-
“cept the movement's own conception of what kinds of activity it can engage in.
Electoral campaigns may seem easier to implement than industrialization, )

. attempting to organize consumer or open admissions committees, but'at-
present such campaigns pay off less. Many people (including people in 15)
are afraid of non-electoral activity forms as the latter require personal con-
frountations with non-radical! individuals, as well as face to face conflict with

~ direct political opponents (New Democratic Colaition, PL, YSA, hopefully

© labor buteaucrats, etc.). ) L

) III. 1970 Through the ‘Elections
‘For the working class we advocate Independent Political Actionad organization
around out program, but this is a subsidiary slogan. Despite the objective
impossibility of countering the most pressing threats to ‘working class living
stadards (inflation, taxation, housing, éducation, mass transportation), through
trade union or industry-limited activity, most workers are not now ready to
move directly to full political organization. This is because the crucial link
between the workplace and the above mentioned aspects of decay has not been
_.made. This link is vital because it connects up the workplace, where workers
"fthi'oughrprior struggle experience, feel a sense of power ( a result of a long
“history of official strikes, and wildcates), with the political arena where
“workers may abstractly see the need for action but feel helpless and powerless.
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Goncessmns from the overnment on the ‘basis of spreadmg of movements
raising anti-inflation demands (such as. wage increases with no price inéreases)
against individual, corporatmns will, have to be won first by and large. “Work-
ers must first learn that 1) they can,cause the government as well as private
companies to grant them concessions by their own activity, through struggles
in a relatively secure arena (trade union and wildcat activity), and 2) that
-such limited forms of struggle are insufficient to win serious improvements.
.. The latter can happen, of course, only by such struggles being fought out.
Struggle organizations can begin in .separate shops. around such anti-inflation
. demands as mentioned above,- link up indusiry wide, and eventually class
- wide as confidence and understand1ng of the relation between government
policy (taxation,.-the war, the.arms economy) grows. !There may be sirnul-
taheous development -of work1ng clags.open admassmns, better housmg, or.
‘fair.consumer priges committees; I’hese committees would at first see
~themselves as merne pressure groups\, and leter, as shop struggles grow and
political shop-based movements begln to appear, link up wity such struggle
organizations -and become part of a cla.ss polltlcal movement TOf course we
would support any working class pohncal orgamzahons and, ‘campaigns pro--
vided they are 1) not dominated by reactionary demands (rac1st demands, es=
.-calation of the Vietnam war, etc.) or 2) they are not campaigns mounted to
‘draw reign upen leftward moving gv as?s roots workers' movements .’ ‘Once.
such movements have been coopted by such bareaucratlc maneuvers we would
proba.bly crltxcally support themn

B, Anti-war and r‘-ad1caI student mov'em’ent'

V/e do not advocate 1ndependent ‘electoral adt1on for the anti-war movement
because 1) most workers (who are white) are¢ hostilé 16 the movement as a

. result of the movement‘s failure to telate to non-black: working €lass needs
programatically, or to’ Support non-black struggles in any visible sense.
2) Most workers are hostile to middle class people who believe that they are
morally superior to workers or that workers are stupld and-uncouth ("' cul-
turally deprived'). . :

Most Workers identify all demonstrators as the sarne as the black movement
cheering section oriented SDS, as well as snobbish. In the latter’ category

. they'are largely coxrect. ..To breal)c down such animosity requires personal
contact and mutual part1c1pat1on in struggles. Electoral action by its nature
maintains personal isolation between campaignetrs and their would be "con-
stituénts." Political, campaigning is generally lecturing, not discussién which
woul& e’ncourage parhc:,natmn 3) The tactics for the workmg class''in the
next year outlines above requires different speC1f1c dermands in each area
and each company; campaigns tend to be too macroscopic in their program-
matic emphasis. 4) Our analysis indicates that at this tithe large sections
of the working:class are notabout to leap into. the political arena, and that
even if they were, middle clacs electoral’ actmn s not the best way to catalyze
that development, A series of middle class campa1gns at this (or any) time
wort result in real partial victories in te*'ms of the war or anyth:.ng else.
Given these conditions, a middle class campalgn will result in the demorali-
zation and loss of self confidence by the student and anti~war movements -

- opeuning the way for further stahnlsm in the one ..2 . and co=-option by the
Democratic & a.rtv in the other.’ Furthermore, such a campmgn, espéciall

- if it becomes known to. workers, will. teach them the wrong lesson, namely
‘that 1ndependent political challenges cannot effect government policy.  Elec-
toral action vall not expose the electoral system or the bourgeois" partles,lt
~will ! expose mdependent pol;hcal attempts as fut1le, ’
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We do not advocate independent political action abstractly, as this will be
taken as electoral action. We advocate for the anti-war and student movement
that they, out.of their various felt needs (ending the war, making a revolution,
etc.) relate to the working class using our strategy for the period (transitional
program) and tactics for the next year. (seelIV,4), .= =~ -

.. C. IS Electoral A_ctivity

The arguments against 1. S. placing electoral action on the top of its agenda
are similar to those for thé anti-war movement, except that IS is smaller,

and must be more careful as to how it arranges tactical priorities. In a large
1S, electoral campaigns in some localities might have seconday tactical value
with industrialization and other direct working class organizing attempts having
the highest priority; in the present organization, at most we will be able to
“engage in two tactical forms of organizing activity. Electoral action would
“drain our resources to the utmost (petition drives, etc. etc.) and for numerous
earlier stated reasons would have minimal tangible results. Campaigns might
“bring in a.few new people, give others a few good ideas, but they cannot at
present catalyze a working class movement. ' '

Neither the I.S, nor the radical student movement nor the anti-war ‘movement
would be strengthened by running their own ecampaigns, Such campaigns by, .
for example, the New Mobilization committee: would indicate a political '
break with the Democratic Party or by some fragment of SDS a break:

with ultra-left sectarianism. Hence they would be a progressive sign.

~But it is the breaking of political idlusions about the Democratic Party that
we must aim at. We therefore do not advocate that middle class movements
act out one. possible symbol of such a break with the Democratic Jarty

or ultra-leftism. Rather, we advocate the political strategy which will
enable middle class movements to relate to wroking class movements or
potential movements. Theredore we advocate the strategy and tactics of

III. A & B. S :

-~ IV. Other Documents: A Few Brief Commenrts
: Ai. The Urquhart Document

This document fails to make clear to our satisfaction 1)the distinction between
Independent folitical and Electoral action, and 2)does not even hint at

what forms of political action are most appropriate for the next year,
althouph it does make clear that such actions would be predicated on
aski_ng,th':é middle ¢lass anti-war movement to orient to workers-.

B. 7Moody Document.

This document fails to distinguish explicitly between Independent Political
Action for the working class as ah objective necessity and the kinds of
struggles we can expect workers to'be drawn into in the next year. It
also does not specify the relative weight to be given to elgctoral action

for the anti-war movement or for IS itself.

“The sum of what would be ddvocated by us for the anti-war movement would
_add up to independent political (not electoral).action by that movement. We
would put forth our whole transitional program, _emphasizing ‘the medium
range perspective of a workers party for the working clas s, Butwe

‘would not ask ‘the anti-war movement to call for a working class party

at present, but rather that it call for struggles directed against particular
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(Resolution for January 1970 ¥C, submitted by Chris Hobson, Chicago I.S., NC)
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I. - CRITERIA

(1) Any electoral action campaign undertaken by I.S. must be based on the
I.S. transitional program.? The distinction between the T.P. and an
ordinary electoral nlatform is well vnut by Kim tloody (draft Transi-
tional Program, introduction): "2 transitional program differs from
a platform in that it is not just a series of good looking demand:s
or promises, but a total program in which the various demands derand
to a great degree on each other." What this means for electoral ~n-
tion is that slcgans will, of course, be used to nublicize the cam-
paign, but that a-l agitation, whether »ersonal canvassing or publiic
speaking, must connect these slogans to the 7.P. and stress the in-
terconnectedness of the whole : ‘ -

I.S..does not raise the slogan “Independent Political Action" for all .
movements and organizations with which we have contact, regardless

of circumstances. Rather, we raise our program as a whole; we raise
this specific slogan when circumstances make plausible a perspective
of electoral action conforming in general to the criteria in this.

and other paragraphs. In such cases, cur own particimation in such
action would not follow automaticallv, but would be 1udqed on. thm
ba51s of how closely these criteria had been met. :

(2) All electoral canvassing must be on the basis of the full vpolitics
of the campaign, rather than arguments .about "right to get on the
ballot,"” etc. e

(A) Agitation must be directed primarily to the working class. In

all cases, avrpeals for endorserent from local or district union coun-
cils, etc., shall be made from the floor at meétings, and not through
negotiations with friendly bureaucrats. I.S. shall seek endorsammnt,
from rank-and-file caucuses and from insurgent "Aual" organizaticn
- (of the DRUM tvpe), again raising the question in membership mee+1ngq.

) (B) Electoral action campaigns may be undertaken onlj when therec is
- a working-class base for the politics of the campaign, sufficienx
"’ that meeting registration reguirements, etc., does nol rcquir. «

merging the politics of the campaion. This is not only. a rule a-
gainst submerging politics, hut also a rule-of themb for judging
when a constituency is sufficiently receptive to justify the effort
of an electoral camnaign. The NC does not consider that the presence
of the Peace and Freedom Party on the ballot in certaln ‘states con-

" stitutes compliance with thlq requirement.

~Ta

(3) I.s8. partlclnatlon in electoral camnaigns must be explicitly social-
ist; this means that: : -

1. NOTE : Only this section - NOT the sectlon headed “Argument -which beq1n=
on the follow1ng page - is to be voted on by the NC. Since the "Argu-
ment® section is quite long, readers who cannot avoid skipping are ad-
vised to read first section IV, beginning on page 1ll. That and the pres-
ent section contain the author's general orientation to electoral action, -

2. An immediate problem of course is that the Tran51t10nal Program does not
yet exist. But the problem we are addressing is that of undertaking E.A.
on minimal polites, whether or not a T.P. ex15ts in wrltten form.
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(A) Participation in any alliance for the nurpose of elactoral .u-
tion must be based on our own indevendence, i.e., our right te bulld
with literaturec of our own, etc. In general, we exercise this right.
We do not demand absolutely that a cammaign have our politics bafsre
we support it (in general, we applv such a criterion much more .’
strictly to middle-class based campaigns, which need to be quite
close to our politics to serve a useful vurposé, than to campaidgns
which might beé undertaken by workers' organizations) but we ailways
take the opportunity to raise our politics. ' Within the campaign,
we ‘raise our T.P. and attempt to make it the orogram of the cam-
paign; externally, we raise it and relate the demands of the cam~
paign to it, making this our practice in literature, sveeches, etiz.

(B) In general, we raise the perspective that. social change canrst
be won by electoral action, '

I. CONCLUSIONS

The conditions for realizing the criteria-stated~abOVe db;not exist ou &
nationwide basis at present, and probaoly.do not exist .in any local R o B
ation. .- Therefore: - . s o B : .

,v(leIfS. shall not undertake or agitate for''a national electoral action
program in 1970. ' ' - SRR T et

(2) In local situations, decisions about undertaking and éqifatihg for
_ electoral action shall be based on the criteria stated above, vhich
_f“Sha}; bBe construed as applying to all I.S. Yocal branches. :

ok * *

ARGUMENT>

[. PAST PRACTICE
[.S./ISC's past vénfure in electoral action, Peace and Freedom in 1967-1962,

sas characterized by inflated expectations. 'Sh0rt1y_§fter;tbe'succe53§yg ra-
registration campaign in California, Michael Friedman wrote 1n New Poli®ics:

As this is being written, the‘Peace'and'Freédom,Party is barely
born, and subject to all the hazards of a ¢orrunt and threatenlng
world. It may die in infancy, unable to ‘survive its immediate e~
vironment. Or it may grow and come to. represent, in the stxrengti

of its maturity, the powerful notential of ‘people in motion agszinst
their oppressors and exploiters.. ; [NeW,P°1iticsr Spring 1v¢8]

Granted, this was written in the flush of vietory. But it was said by 2
socialist in a magazine intended for socialist readers, and must be takan. as

3. . Rather than an explicit argument for each point stated above, thigscction

contains: (I) a brnief critique of PFP (this ' is of course incomplete -
complete treatment would require a lengthy varer); (II) brief remaxks on
our general tasks in the next 1-2 years; (III) comments on éléctoral per-

spectives of other I.S.'ers for 1970; (IV):a final brief section c¢x Jun- .

eral orientation to electoral action. As stated before, the present
"Argument” scétioh ‘is ‘met to be voted on by the NC.o i i~ L.
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a serious assessment. (Certainly it was the assessment PFP organiz-.rs tried
to project publicly.) Iior was this assessment based on illusions about PFR's
lNﬂﬂedl_a;Eg charantoyx . ikh anmietas ATaritr, FroilAdman stated: © - B

'The PF” is now based on the middle class, albeit with an idecolngi-
cal orientation to the Black Power movement. While the members of
the party may be in sympathy with these struggles, only a real base
among workers and black neople will save it from dissolution or ul-
timate capitulation to the Democratic Party.... 1In pressing for
such an orientation within the PFP, socialists will be fighting, -
not for some abstraction, but for the very survival of the varty.

It is clear that the author believed that PFP could transform itself in this
way - that it had “the potential of being an arm of these [black and working
~clasgl struggles,” of being, in short, a transitional vehicle for large mass-
es of the dispossessed. In fact, of course, desnite some coomeration between
PFP and lapor in local situations, and some ongoing contacts, this transfor-
~mation never happenaed; PFP, as it were, both dissolved and capitulated as
most of its registrants aven in California drifted back into the DP,

Did this result from mistakes in applying a basically sound methodology,
or from the methodology itself? This has never been discussed in ISC/I.S.
Hardly anycne will now defend the practice of PFP, even as regards California,
much less the rest of the country. But if the fault was in “mistakes,” where
has been the searching analysis of these mistakes which one might expect from
socialists - the analysis of the factors which kept the basically sound ex-
pectation of PFP as "an arm of" the oppressed from being realized? The si-
lence itself suggests that ano such easily identifiable "mistakes" are respon-
sible. But if the fault was in the methodology, where has been the discussion
of ‘this? PFP in 1967-1968 has simply been sweot under the rug - thus\it is
nc .surprise to find it sguishing up underfoot in 1970. ¢ )“’:'

~ I believe the methddology was wrong in four ways.

(1) The conception of "counterposing" "independent political action™ to-
the DP. ~Implicit is that the crucial noint is that people's immediate strug-
gles should declare organizational independence of the DP.  One finds in much
T.8. thinking a conception of the DP as a magical institution, i.e., as pos-
seesing an institutional attraction independent  of the reformist illusions of
people who vote for it. This leads to a concention of "breaking from" the. DP
as almost a kind of puberty - something irreversible which changes one's per-
ceptions qualitatively. Yet it is clearly reformist illusions which prop un
+he DP, not vice versa. -To "break from® the DP does not in itself bhreak these
jiiusions. To "break" on the basis of reformist illusions - including illu--
sions about the efficacy of "indevendent nolitical action,” cone of the chief
preblems in any such effort - is a victorv for the DP; it leads you back in,
bui tired and discouraged. To “break from"” the PP as a break with those illu-
sions, of course, is a victory for us. Clearly then what counts is not the
mere counterweight of an independent campaign, but whether that campaign is
capable of shattering reformist illusions. The failure of PFP in this regard
may be most clearly illustrated by looking at the black vote, a part of which
was ready to break from the DP, and in a left direction. Black voters, at
lTeast in my experience, regarded Dick Gregory and Fldridge Cleaver just about
interchangeably, that is, as expressions of protest. Both these protest ‘
votes and electoral abstention - a much more significant phenomenon in 1968;
nearly all blacks who voted swung back into the NP - represented "breaks from”

the DP, yet they did not signify the crvstallization of a force of permanent
opposition to the capitalist parties. !Merely the announcement that a given
party so conceives itself will not bring about this situation. On the one

hand, PFP was-unable to draw any of this sentiment into itself; on the other, .
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robably fevaeople.who;were-in PFP took seriouslyrthe official position that -
FP was a permanent opposition party. ‘ _— ' i - ,

(2) PFP "counterposed" to the DP a two-issue (in some areas more) cam-'
aign rather than a campaign on the basis of a full transiticnal program.
his may seem to be an unimportant difference: simply plug in @ 1uill pewyeom
nd what difference does it_make? In fact, a lot: it means you no  longer -
uild your campaign around one or two attractive demands somewhat to the left
f what the DP can offer. This latter strategy - that of PFP - may sound
transitional" but is in fact what made the campaign incapable of functioning
ransitionally, that is, moving many of the people it involved for more than
. few months. Single- or dual-issue organizing can be effective in some cir-
umstances. Paradoxically, one would be where people brought a single demand
o the DP, and were rejected (analogous to MFDP in 1964). I am not however
uggesting that socialists should organize campaigns like this. Another would
. when the single issue became the vehicle of an ongoing action movement . .
hich (as in various New Left cases) then began to embody the conception of
n opposition from below (see Hal Draper's "In Defense of the New Radicals,".
lew Politics, Spring 1966) . This does not happen in an electoral campaign,
irst because the independent "oressure" campaign is an established variant
f the two-party system apnd attracts many people despite the organizers' con-
:eption that the new party must be a permanent opposition (sophisticated libe-
‘al ‘defenses of the tactic can be built precisely on the argument that the 'is-
jues will be absorbed and the party disappear): and second, because the D? can
\lways (and in a period of ferment, will always) move to offer “attractive"
;andidates who appear to offer feasibility in place of purity. Thus the
single- or dual-issue electoral campaign does .not go beyond liberal ideology,
it on the contrary is part of it - for the participants and the constituency,
-egardless of the conceptions of the organizers. -Though organizationally it
:ay take people outside the DP, it will yield then up again if it has not done -
;o ideologically. The vehicle for doing this must (among other things) be '
>ased on a full program. Only agitation around a transitional program can
show the voter why the DP will not work, i.e., because it can absorb any num-
ser of demande DUT not a program, {There are indeed cooptive problems with: .
i~ wued OF Fransitional program as well, but that is for another analysis;)
‘he: alternative, the issue-oriented campaign, is basically. a variant of the
'‘protest vote" campaign - valuable enough in its own terms, but hardly to be
regarded as a transitional vehicle. : : e

. §32,Using electoral action as an organizing tool - that is, using it as
an initial contact mechanism in the hope of setting up an ongoing organization.

. (A).This creates a largely middle-class movement. This occurs, first,"
>ecause it is largely middle-class people who flock to electoral campaigns =
;grticularly when these are based on one or two issues rather than a total
brogram and hence, however much they may move consciousness on these issues,
jo not raise the conception of a proletarian movement. . This characteristic
>f electoral campaigns may be responsible for an impressive initial success
as the middle class flock in, but it makes the campaign top-heavy with this
class from the start. In addition, the -socialists who. work in the campaign
spend muph_of=théir time convincing other  middle-class people of the impor-
tante of ‘the working class: no doubt a valid activity in itself, but no sub- -
sti;ute for actually reaching- that class.  More fundamentaliy, using electoral
action as an initial organizing :tool, in the sense just defined, makes it
nearly impossible to involve the working class because this class is of all
classes the most justly cynical not just about the two .parties, but about
s2lectoral politids in general: ~This may be even truer of the white sector of
this class - which we all recognize as the mast ambivalent element - than of
the black, for while many black voters are refusing to vote as a protest,
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- many white voters stay home or vote DP out of total cyn1c1sm. -These
people correctly see the electoral system as marginal to their real
needs; at the same time, until they are active on an all-round ]
‘ ba51s, they will continue to vote DP for the sake of marglnal bene-
fits. They are hardly likely to become deeply involved in an in-
dependent electoral campaign if it does not- grow out of ongoing
organizing activity. Such a campaign would involve a few people-

=~ and perhaps recruit them to I.S. - but leave the majorlty of the-
dissatisfied elements of the class untouched. Thus using electoral
action as an organlvlng tool in a vacuum means that the campaign

is liable to remain in the class where it began - the middle class.

(B) The electoral campaign as -an organizing- tool in vacuum
is. incapable of confronting the electoral illusion. In everything
we do, one goal of socialists should always be to break through
the illusion that electoral action can by itself bring significant
social change. It should be our goal to break through the "This
is what I can ‘do for you" of electoral politics and replace this
by the "This is what you can do for yourself"of socialist politics,
The action movement (e.g., New Left) sidesteps the first problem
through the second, relying on the movement itself to embody and
generate the deeper commitments which lead to a consciousness that
power must be sought, and that change cannot be achieved electorally.
Whatever the strengths and weaknesses of this approach, it clearly.
cannot be applied in an electoral campaign. The electoral campaign
must meet these questlons head-on. This indeed is its greatest
pltfall, and in my view cannot be overcome when electoral action
occurs in the absence of ongoing organizing work, or as an attempt.
to generate the same, rather than as its result. The theme of the
inadequacy of electoral action can indeed be propagandlzed but
guite aside from whether or not this was done in PFP (it was done
fitfully at best), this propaganda will ] hardly be convincing in
the absence of ongoing organizing. People will then be drawn in
on the basis of their electoral illusions. When these are shown
false, disillusion is a more likely result than deeper commitment.
Even well-based movements, like the Lowndes County Freedom Move- '
ment, have in this way fallen amart overnight.. One might ask,.
cannot the electoral campaign be used as a vehicle to involve peo- -
ple in an ongoing action movement? The answer is that it can, but
only for a small fraction of those initially attracted. The rest,
having come in on the basis of electoral illusions, drift out on
the same basis. Thus a movement of this kind fails to-do its work:
it neither breaks people from the Democratic Party, not destroYs
their illusions about the electoral system.

To summarize, politicization involves, aboVe all, raising‘ the-
question of power - showing people that they have none, that they
will win their needs only by struggllnq to get it. (The working
class is ahead of the middle class in this respect: it knows it _
has none, and this is why it is generally unrecruitable for ongoing™
electoral pOllthS ) Raising the question of power is just what '
electoral action in a vacuum cannot do: for Walter Reuther's
"Write your congressman" it substitutes "Vote Socialist" (or "Pro-
gressive"). It may verbally point to the need for an action move-
ment, but this misses the crux of the difficulty: first, that
the electoral form of the campaign argues against this agitational
point, at least for all except the most involved; second, that those
who are justly cynical about elections will not respond at all.
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. (2) Finally, the mechanics of electoral campaigns. The prob-

lems in this field could be discussed endlessly; I will take up
two only. (A) The problem of opportunisi in qualifying for the
ballot. The 1967-1968 PFP campaigns showed ‘many examples of danvas-
sers. melting PFP's politics awdy to nothing to get that precious
signature: “Eldridge Cleaver? He's g black leader who believes

in working with whites." More -‘tecently, we hear a proposal to run
I.5. candidates on' the PFP +ticket - ‘proving perhaps that PFP's poli-
tics.never meant anything. Of ‘course,anything of this sort can be
justified, if you are in the mood, by the importance of getting on
the ballot and "bringing your politics to a far greater audience."
Thus (B) the impossibility of getting real politics across in‘an
electoral speech. For most peciPle who hear an electoral speech

(or television appearance, etec.) by a minor party. candidate, this

is the only exposure to his Program; particularly for people who '
are not yet politically sophisticated, the amount of “learning:which
‘Occurs from hearing one speech is small indeed. Thus on the one
hand, concealing your politics in canvassing is justified by getting
on the ballot; on the other,. communicating your politiecs in an ‘
electoral speech is next to impossible. Again, both: problems are
obviously functions of the electoral campaign undertaken in the
absence of previous ongoing organizing work. 5 8 ' '

I would say that these methodological misconceptions: the

idea of "countérposing" to the DP:- organizationally but not ideolo-
gically; the related conception of a two-issue campaign as "transi-
tional"; the idea of the electoral campaign as an organizing tool

- in a vacuum; the failure to appreciate the de-politicizing effects
of various aspects of the electoral mechanism, again when approached
~in a vacuum:  account quite well for the failure of Peace and, Free-
dom in 1967-1968 to transform itself in the direction charted by

the ‘article quoted above, - s o ‘ 7 .

. There are, of course, individual. exceptions to every general.
observation made here. We are all aware that some of the best
I.S. people came from PFP; aware, too, of.individual places inA
which ongoing organizations came into being, some with & working-
class linkup. Still, it would be poor methodology to base our -
analysis on exceptions: to acclaim these cases and not recognize
that the vast majority of people whom PFP touched; it left in:al-'
most the same place as it found them. . =Ty Be o omg g g v

II. SOME CONTOURS OF THE NEXT 1-2 YEARS

The.'question of electoral' action at the present time must be, een:
in the context of the situations of the movements in which we are
active - the anti-war and working-class (a little) movements '~

and the prospects for the development .of these situations in' the
next 1-2 years. To see the question in any other way would:'be to
raise the slogan of "independent political action® abstractly, with-
out regard for whether such: action would in fact lead the movgment
forward from its present situation.% . : B

The Moratorium:is dead - laid to rest on schedule, as its or-
ganizers-intended. The organizational upshot of the Moratorium will
- be a left-liberalvelectoral drive, ir no.sense indenendent ofthe
DP. This outcome should be seen as eSSentially\unavoidable at, the

47" Most of‘ﬁhebnextﬁ3 paragraphs. is 1ifted verbatim from Dave
FinkeI's resolution on anti-war action. Property is theft.
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present time; intervention by radicals in this arena, in an attempt
to counterpose independent alternatives, will be fruitless. As much
is admitted in a draft perspective, "Independent Political Adtion,"
by Mike U., which proposes this as a slogan for work in the anti-
- war movement even though "the prospects for this program being ac~
cepted {by the Moratorium] are almost nil. The purpose of éburse
is seen as agitational; but within the Moratorium, there is no one
left to agitate toward: the Moratorium committees in most places
have become lifeless bureaucracies and even if they involve numbers .
of people in periodic actions - which is unlikely - they now lack,
if they ever had, the potential to involve many people organization-
ally. ' ' : I

What of the other wing of the anti-war "movement," the Mobe?
The November 15 Mobilization was an event of historic importance:
as a summing-up of a crucial development of the last decade - an -
enormous weakening of popular patriotism through the loss-of the
war and the bankruptcy of its politics. The March on Washington
was notable for its enormous size and for the involvement of pre-
viously uninvolved strata, particularly sections of the labor move-
ment. It also summed up major weaknesses of the middle-class anti-
war movement: first, its profound isolation from the Black move-
ment, which is bitterly anti-war and was virtually absent in Wash-
ington; second, its limited independence of the capitalist politi-
cal establishment, on which the !Mobe leaned heavily for legitimacy.
In this context it can be seen that the prospects for further mass
mobilizations in the immediate future are not good. Keevning. in
mind that the last big mobilization before this fall's was the
October. 1967 Pentagon affair, immediately after which appeared

Mr. Clean, we may expect a similar dampening of act1v1ty in honor
of the 1970 electlons

But while the conjunction of circumstances which made November
15 possible will not immediately reapmear, the disillusionment and
anti-war sentiment will continue to spread. If the war continues
in 1970 (after the elections) there will undoubtedly be yet another
wave of anti-war activity, the explosive nature of which will sur-
pass anything yet seen. . Our fundamental task in the next year is
to build the forces which will spark this explosion: a reorqanized
left wing of the student movement and a radical, anti-war bagse in,
the working class. We may see within a year to elghteen months a
series of small but explosive anti-war strikes. Taken in conjunc-
tion with the economic strike wave, this development would poeint
to a genuine political crisis for the capitalist establishment.

Orienting toward these -developments should be the strategic
conception underlying I.S.'s work as a whole.  The question of anti-
war .agitation directed toward the working class has been approached
in: Dave Finkel's resolution on this subject, which I supvort., The
guestion to be asked about electoral proposals is, to what extent
do they. contrlbute toward this strategic aim? In the student move-
ment, our task will be to resuscitate a radical pole; otherwise the
depradations of Weather types and the wooden rigidity of PL-WSA
will discredit radicalism and drive the entire campus to the ‘right.
In this light it is critical to remember that students who begin
to. move left do not move into a vacuum which only we inhabitj if
we: conceive our task with respect to students as a limited one, pne

5. Should the war end, on the other hand, economic and social de-
‘mands would be spurred, and our task would be to stress re-—conver-
sion, services, opposition to new immerial ventures elsewhere, etc.
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of  'breaking them from" the DP, other tendencies will stand for-.
erd w1th all the attraction of revolutionary ideas. In politici-
zation as in, revolution, there is no stability, people are either
drawn toward the revolutionary pole or slide back toward the, DP;
~thus our task with respect to the student movement must be. to: deve-
. lop ways to constitute ourselves:a locus of open radical actiyism.
With regard to the. worklng class,. on .the other hand, our critical -
task is;to join economic struggle. (which is 1nev1table) to politi-
cal grlevances (particularly, but: not exclusively, about the war)

" so that this class enters into direct action movements of a tran-
sitionally political kind. The working class. at present has the .
potential to go beyond what is inevitably at best a nrotest vote,
and realize its power to end the war in the streets. In the light
of this’ analysis we can examine recent I S proposals about elec-
toral actlon. = '

I1Y. RECEVT I.5., PERSPECTIVES ON ELFCTORAL ACTION o
We have argued that it should have been bredlctable that the ber—

- spective of!Michael Friedman toward PFP - that it would transform
itself 'into "an arm. of" black and working-class struggles - would
not come to.pass. A more debased version of the PFP perspective

has now. been offered by the Majority resolution of the Bay Area I.S.,
- passed in November, 1969. This perspective is based, implicitly,

on the expectation that I.S. cannot, in the next couple of years,
play a radicalizing role directly in the- working class. -Instead

of transforming the class nature of PFP, this resolution argues,

we shall revive PFP as. a middle-class movement - specifically, an
outgrowth of the anti-war "movement" - which, as such, will play

a "catalytic" role with respect to the working class.

Precisely the analysis cited at the beginning of this argument
Aindicates, of course, that if an electoral party cannot merely ap-
peal to, but rather, involve actlvely the 41551dent sectors of the
worklng -class, and black populations,. it will die.. In this case,
even if the short-term effect on the worklnq class had been "cata-
‘Iytic," the long-term effect would be disillusioning.  but in fave,
long and short term, the new PFP can be expected to have no effect
on the working class at all. v

. Why not? The Bay Area resolution is keyed to the expectatlon
of affecting the consciousness .of workers; sovecifically, it bases
an’ argument for allying with anti-war movement: liberals on the need
to win over "liberals (the majority of the working ¢lass). It is
incredible that an organization supposed to be based on a sc1ent1—
fic understanding of the working class could glve birth . to a paren-
thetical phrase of this kind. Workers, of course, . are not liberals.
They -do--have reformist illusions, and do vote (generallv) for 1lib-
eral candidates. To argue from this that they are liberals shows
no understanding of the class. There is no easier way to win oopu—
larity (opportunistic though it might be) among workers than to ,
curse liberals: . Workers feel absolutely no 1dent1f1catlon with the
middle~class liberals with whom this, resolutlon suggests a‘lving,

hey feel bitterly the;-class. dlfference, and while they have illu-
sions (of . course) about peaceful chapge, they look with bltterness
- and,contempt on the "good government" concerns of mladle-class ;1b—

erals. Further points could be cited but the nroblem is clear-‘
while it is of course true that untll a pre- revolutlonary perlod,
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the bulk of the popular masses places itself behind reformist
leaders from the upper classes, it is absurd to deduce from this
that they are ideologically the same as these leaders, or even the.
same as the upper class constituency which also follows them,. .On
the centrary, socialist strategy must analyse and base itself on
the differences between these strata. Yet this resolution draws
a distinction between the class of Bobby Kennedy and his voters,
and between the ideology of middle-class liberals and student
radicals, but none between the ideologies of Kennedy's working-
class .and middle-class constituencies. Any resolution so foggy
in a critical area can hardly be a guide to action.

This almost unbelievable methodological error, however, only
points up what should have been obvious anyway: THAT THERE IS
NOTHING ABOUT THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE BAY AREA RESOLUTION WHICH
DIFFERS IN ESSENTIALS FROM THAT OF THE PFP IN 1967-1968. Then what
is different - the period? No analysis of this. Same methodology
- same results. As before, an alliance with the Black Panther
Party might make a difference; but (a) this is now unlikely for
reasons I need not cite, (b) & campaign which could only be made
viable by the allies it picked up would not be one in which we
brought something of wvalue either to the Black Panther Party or
to the class as a whole, but on the contrary, one in which we -
like the RYM factions of SDS - existed parasitically on the basis
of the alliance. In any case, the effect on the mass of black
people, like PFP's in 1968, would be slight. Thus it is to be ex-
pected that the reaction of workers and black people to new PFP
as to old, will be one of indifference.

Will this campaign, however, have a "transitional" effeetfon
the middle~class movement, and thus make the latter "catalytic'
with respect to the working class even though the campaign itself
is not? This after all appears to be the perspective of the reso-
lution. :

Part of the answer has already been given - an electoral cam-
paign which. peters out ignominiously can hardly have this effect.
More fundamentally, however, we may refer back to the factors’ al~
ready cited with respect to the original PFP. Its effect on middle-
class people, as well as the working class, was virtually nulili-
fied by (a) the two-issue nature of the campaign, which fit squarely
into the framework of the electoral system; (b) the 1nab111ty of
the electoral campaign, undertaken as an initial organlzlng dev1ce
rather than as part of an ongoing movement, to raise the questlen
of power. For both these reasons, PFP spoke to liberals not :tran-
sitionally, but on the contrary, as liberals, and vnassed 1ike a
ripple on the water, leaving only a residue of small baseless PFP
organlzatlons which ISC had the gocd sense to liquidate as fast as
possible. Even within the limited framework of the Bay Area Major-
ity resolution - that of mov1ng the middle-class movement a little
to the left - what analysis is offered to show that new PFP wlll
~ turn out differently?

Surely the author would not argue that four issues 1nstead of
two make the difference? On the contrary, the only analysis offered
for the entire perspective of the resolution is the contention that
workers are liberals. The whole p01nt of this appears to be to lay
the basis for an alliance with liberals - not, however, with the
working-class "liberals," but with middle-class peace movement libs.
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The demands proposed for the campalgn anpear to be watered down to.
attract this group: . no. 4 speaks of the "attempt to turn’ ‘the un1~
versity and other cultural.institutigos. into aDOLOngtS for and ,
managers of" state policies, although universities have been agenc;es
of the ruling class of the.moment for ‘about the liast thousand yeaxs,
no. 3 is a mush - although . it raises the slogan "self- defense on,
closer examination it focusses essenteally on opp051ng repre851on,
this simply meets llberal consciousness where it is at, or very near
there. The'901nt here is not.criticdism of the spec1f1c demands,
but criticism of the metnodologv they imply: these programmatic
points, as well as the analysis which precedes them, are ‘explained
only as the abasement of our politics beafore the imagined critical
necessity of reaching the middle-class movement. Even if it were
true that the middle-class antl-war movenent were likely to be the:
critical force in social ferment in the next year or two, approach-~-
ing it on this basis would almost deuLLDY our ability to play a
left role: 1maq1ne recrultlng (on the basis of point 4) people:
who believe in a lost “essential natuVe of the university, ‘then
trying to argue agalnst either PLP or the tough-sophisticate type
of administrator who is able to argue baldly and convincingly that
the "essential nature" of the university requires urban renewal!
Thus neither in the middle- class movement (in an active .sensg, this
will be mainly a student movement) nor in the working-class fove-
nent would the Bay Area Majority perspectlve allow us to play the
catalytic role we must play if the opportunltles of the next 1-2
years are not to be equandered 6

6. I saw Mike U.'s draft, "Indevendent Political Action," too
late for treatment iptegral to the text. In a sense this is

'not necessary, for,whlle this is in one respect an advahce over
the Bay Area document it offers no way out of the latter's

‘dlfflcultles w1th the worklng class. The U. document hotes -
“that E.A. cannot expect to actract more than a few working
class votes unless "it ig carried cut under at least part of
our prograf." On the' other hand, while it argues that, the via-
bility ofia party depends on "a massive influx of. people., "
and that "one'of our prime arguments for independent electoral
action must'be the catalytic Zole ¢f such action on the working.
class” [emphasis added] . the document offers no analysis to
.show that ‘an ‘electoral campaign even ¢n a pro-working class
platform could draw such 'an 1n11uv or play a catalytic role.
With respect to the mlddle class anti-war movement, the reso-
Jution has ‘essentially an athctlohal orientation - it admits
that an electoral program wculd not be accepted and argues .
that thls aside, such should in any case "not be a high prior- .
ity." Thus the resolution is essenteatlv a bow :in the direc- .. -

tion of the old arguments about the ran51tlonal effects of o
$uch programs, but with no urqumerts to show why or even whe- i
ther they would play such a' role now, On the other hand, with.

respect ‘to the working class movement it is certalnlv true
that the electoral campaign "can only serve this [catalytlc]

. role if it accepts a pro-working class orlentatlon,“ but this

_ is not in itself sufficient for suchra role. On the contrary,

- we argue here 'as above thet if such a campaign is not part of
contlnulnq struggle activity, there will: be llttle response
except in a few.exceptional localesiiiTheie is ‘no sign, and
never has. been, ‘that the “catalytic wole of such action on ‘the
working class"” has ever been more than a wish.
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IV. THE USE OF ELECTORAL ACTION BY SOCIALISTS

The spe01flc criteria we suggest for ‘electoral action by I. S. were
stated at the outset; those were phrased as limitations because of’
our view that I.S. has in the past approached this gquestion in a
cavalier manner. Here we wish to suggest the attitude toward elec-
toral action by socialists which those criteria embody. L
(1) We relate trans 1tlonally to broader movements, organiga- -
tions, and newly political individuals by raising our whole program.
We do not raise 1ndependent political ‘action" as a catch- -all slogan,
least of all do we imagine that a decision to undertake independent
electoral action imparts a transitional character to a movement whose
politics have not yet broken w1th the current norm (which will vary
from period to period). Rather, we concentrate on the politics,
whether these are expressed electoraliv cr some other way. When
a movement oOr organization begins to move in the direction of our
perspective, then if the questlon of electoral action arises we
press the orientation that electoral action be viewed as a tactlc
(i.e., judged circumstantially), wnile pressing our view that real
change can never bhe achieved electorally.

(2} When do we raise the idea of electoral action? Lssentlally,
we never make this our: major slogan for a movement or organization, ’
even if such action would be with a "working class orientation."
Rather, we urge action around programmatic demands, with a working
class orientation, in order to build continuing, struggle-oriented
organizations. Second, as socialists, we attempt to substitute the
concept "what you can do for yourself" for the electoral "what I
can do for you"; we recognize that inderendent voting as such does
not do this, thus we never raise the idez of electoral actlon out-
side the context of some ongeing acth’*j of which it can be pne
expression. 1In general, then, we raise the idea in specific: ‘Bitua-
tions in which voting can be a way of registering support for an
organization or program, as well as of recruiting individuals’ into
organizations which engage in continuing struggle of a non—electoral
kind.

(3) "Program" means not just demands, but a set of actiops -
which could, if taken, open a way out of the impasse, yet which-
requlre new social power to become realizable. Thus what we‘pffer
in an electoral campaign is not a series of siogans but a set of
solutions for the social crisis - we press our 'transitional" pro-
gram because it is the only program which can solve the social
problems of the epoch. But, stated out of the'context of a move-
ment, this becomes a set of "what I can do for you" promises, and
moreover, one less believable than the Thanksglv1ng turkey of the
Democratic machine. Thus the electoral campaign becomes the means
by which a mass-based mcvement, the beginning of a proletarlan
movement, acquaints soc1ety as a whole with its immediate program
for society as a whole But this is in the future, not in 1970
or 1972.

In the past, I.5. has "counterposed" to the abstract anti-
electoralism which it deplores, not an understanding of how people
begln to move Dolltlcally, but an equally abstract pro-electoral-~
1sm. One I.S.'er (David Friedman, "Opoortarlanﬂsm") writes that
he "assumes" that the slogan zbout oprosing both parties “refers
to electoral action." Why? Surely what counts is that people are
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won to opposing Democratic and Republican candidates - and on the
basis of understanding why these parties can never satisfy their.
needs ~ rather than the form this opposition takes. In some .cir-

et

cumstances a third party campaign may be the best way to achieve
this, in others not. Surely it is sterile to insist on "indepen-
dent political action" as a general method. : . 1

To be insistently clear, we are not arguing that elcectoral
action is,always“wrong. But electoral politics - a mbvement;which.
is limited to mobilizing for elections - is always wrong, -and
electoral action in a vacuum is indistinguishable from this .in
practice. Talk about the "dialectical interrelation"” between . .. - .
electoral and shop agitation, while perfectly correct in the -ab-. . -,
stract, avoids the hard question of whether, when the dialectical
interrelation does not yet exist, electoral action in a vacuum Eomi
leads towards it or peters out. We say the latter. In our view,. .

electoral action is.a specific tactic (or a general strateagy: we

would argue, an incorrect one) for a moverient - not a device:for

organizing one where it doesn't exist, or for "injecting” consgcious~ - -
ness of a higher order through introducing better slogans. All
the dialectics in the world will not make a bombshell out of a
flash in the pan. > ' : ‘

'December 21, 1969
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B _ers have the*rlght'to Qtrjke at any time “over SPcp~floor frlevapces. Bosses an& uvloh
S f'leaders,allke will b;tte?ly oppose this demand -- not beceuse it is incanable of- bezﬂg
- 7. realized under canitalism, but because it leads 1nev1tab1y to greater- rapk-end-{ile ©
T~ militancy and it rmises the idea, in emhryenic form, of workers Qtreatiy eartrs? 844
~ the day-to-day._decisicns at the'workhlgce, rot throush e contract enforced by the cap~
. italist state and used to discinlire the workersy but throush their ewm musc asley Trom:
our moint of wview, this is a ftrensitional demand, nart of a transitional wrosren- uxﬂed"
+- &t workers control of »roduction and ﬁaé stote. But the %yﬂ¢ca1 nilitant worker =
Yrnovg rothing of transitioral demands -- he (or she) hos rot pead ilerx, Lerninm and
Trotshy.. From his noint of nle 7, uh@ ‘demand nalres- cense because it-mects an immedi-
ate, concrete need -- the Ireedom to {ight dacl-ajainst *ﬂ“73u10wgﬂnd uwasgun, xzth-
Qut’bctﬂ” 1scLﬁ11ncd under tl"t s of his ovn cont ranﬁ.r PP . £

Demands of this sort egcur naturally to socialists, o study - the nlstnry af cla&s -
e stru~'1es and Iea:n from their ovm ezneriences. lor the wor?1n~,cLass, iE ls'naturax,
too, but not on the intellectual Tove; -~ for capitalist scciety systematicelly de- -
~ prives the worlers of aceess to their own histery, and sducates them to relatively
o _unimeginative; cencrete forms of thcuvhti; The fight for socislism comes naturally
to the worklnw ¢lass because, in ‘its materiml relstion to the mesns of nroduction, -
it is the direct competitor of the ruling class: the strucele for higher w&ves—must
-opnose the profits of the émnloyer and the inflationary tendencles of the emricyar‘ s
Eaity state; the ﬁ*rug le for decent working conditions, ohallenﬂes the bosses’. right to de- s
© _—ide how production is to-be carried out (and to what end); the struggle against im- -~
] perialist war -finds itself onnosed to the economic regquirements of the system and =
-~ the ultimate ccercive arm of the state, the armies (whlch fortunately, are drawn from
3 “amongst. that same working cless and can be won over in time of crlsls) The American - f;* SrTE
worklnw class is extremely backward “today, divided azainst itself, lacking cless con-— ol
T 501ousness and a socialist section (even of - the reformist varlety) Kevertheless,
. there is only one road for the cless, other than wer-and mlsery. and that is the road
.o %o socialism: In this _sense,- the idees of rev01u+1onarv 5001allsm are inherent_in
£ " the class: they snring un acain end asain in "unexnected" reveits and revelutioms.
- *  QOur jeb always is to involve ourselves ir the class strujsle, whatever its level in
B = a tiven_ nericd, and our ~reat test contrlbutton is a trarsitioral »roqram v h1¢h’ﬂ01r%s
"I - the way, based on s s¢ientific-aralysis of the social foress and cercrete cordi ftions.
' ~Such a nromran cen only be devcloned by revoluticnories, MltHCU”h refornists ma y,h it
-~ uron a few of the sane demands fron tirme to time, ond the class ( Mich has re;o?m;sti
ical elffeorts tends always to exceed tho *W*ellecfuai -
: . ;
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.--2. Therd hag boon ”uchf’ewate recontly cbout vhetirer the uUWUCP?i;r ?a:ty rasts hﬁﬂﬁ?
" . reformist illusions, or vhether roformist illusions rcst urofl the Democrotic. Partys
.~ Such formulations are wknkdkiraxlsekoktrikcrarl (excuse the éwpressien). If our ma in
goncern is o "1ve a scientific descrintion 67 reality, we must say soneth1n~ 11%9— L
- the followinr: "The Democratic.lerty could mot wim the supnort of the masses and., ca.~”
= . _ry out its nrrt in the ;joverning of the country, were it not for the many-faceted .y
o formist and 1liberal illusions of the nasses. Al the same time, the D.P. as an inst :
- tutien works very hard end conscicusly (at the leadershin level) to perpetuste thesé. i
- ._{fllusions; one_of its methods belnr to offer itself (or its left- ”1ng) to the ueeple B
) “as a vehicle for 30012L nnanfe {a free 3ift, so to speak: “Please ea*”ma} )—i:staud_ =
"of building their own vehicles. Vhen a person,break< with this narty for 8 time, 1t -
-us say over the war nolicy, he may retain a host of reformist 111351onsf{and thése: -
may lead him right back into. the D.P. under the pressure of les srer=evilism),. but‘for - L
=~ .a time he is somevhat more indepéndent, inclined to seek new ideas and Dolltlcal e
s ternatives -- hacause he dods not thisk that his affairs are béing hardled for h}m -

mat Up Thers. All this, of course, is someth_nv of en undersietemenﬁ‘

e R




~ INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION AND THE ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT —

= e A 7 :, - Mgoéy as amemi/ecf1 §asse& by i‘TtZ: B

~ ¥ As-the 1970 Congressional elections draw mear, much of the anti-war movemend; . - -
~ “its-leadership and active base, looks toward support of liberal politicians as =~ — - L =
_ the most-important activity of the anti-war movement: Thus, as in" 1968, but =  _ ~ =
". on alarger scale, tens of thousands of anti-war activists will spend much of - -
. iheir political time working for the election of Dernocratic and Republican T e S 4
“"doves' and, thereby, re-enforcing the stranglehold-of bourgeois-politics-on - e D

- ~themovem.ent. As inthe pasi,. IS must point-out the error -and folly of fighting - e
- _imperialism through the bourgeois paz;t{es or any sort of capitalist politics.. T Tt e
¥ In placeof electoral or other political action within the confines of the twin = ST
" capitalist parties, the IS must call on all genuine opponents. of the current R Bt

- “ " imperialist war, and of imperialism génerally, to wage the struggle outside e

. -these parties and io Wwork foward the formatien of a-political party of epposition.” =

- . Yet, the basic problem facing the anti-war movement, the reality that underlies . = s
“~  ~bothits weakness and its virtual inability te remain politically independent, is T Tad
— ~ not primarily one of tactics, but rather one of social composition and character.— - e =
- Unfortunately, the anti-war movement is essentially middle class in character = .
~..= ~and toa lesser extent in composition. ‘For this reason, it has neither the co- S
.~ .. hesion nor the strnegth to maintain ifs independence; or to put it more accu- -

= == rately, to win its independence. Thus, except in the most socially abstract o

. and merely tactical sense, the concept of indpendent political action for the N
. “anti-war movement is inseparable fror the notion of a concrete orientation — S S

. toward the w.orking class. ~The primary political notion that the- IS has to - I

~ advance to the anti-war movement is that that movement must turn io-the work- . =
" ingclass as its primary social base. This conception flows from the over-all - _
- _notioh (and proposed centent) of a transitional program for the period, the =~
-central strategic concept of whichis the need for an independent working class Clme Do
_party. The_concept of political action that we fight for in'the anfi~war and = il

" - other middle class or declasse movements is derived from this strategic idea,
a working class party,. and not from any socially abstract party-or political S

- _activity. - , e, 5 i

P

- Specifically, this means that I5 urges the anti-war movement to direct its ac- -
-~  tions,; slogans and demands toward the working class and its material and poli~ B
- tical needs. Toward this end, the IS fights for its ‘transitienal demands and - - T
" programs, e.g. the 11 points passedin the NAC anti-war resolution. As part :
“of this program, the IS calls on.the anti-war -movement to-break with all capi- S,
- _talistpoliticians and parties and to engage in political actions, including elec-- .~ _~ _ - =
-~ °" toral action that is genuinely direscted at working class people on the basis of _ '
- _program and attempts to draw workers into the action. Electoral action has. =~ . = -~
little value for middle class movements, unless it is based on some c onscious- - -
© “mess of the need to activate and orient towards the working class. Further-
-~ more, electoral action should not be viewed as an initial organizing techmique .
- where the anti-war or student movement is weak or fragmented. IS counter- e Sy
“poses this approach toward electoral action to one-shot, moralistic protest - :
‘. ’campaigns, or sectarian efforts which merely serve the needs of small groups
" 'on the left. In cases where movement organizations run “independent campaigns -~
“ . - based on the general politics of the radical movement, we may support and =~ - i
=~ ‘participate in them as a means of pushing the strategy and program described -
.- 7. above.: This kind of decision will depend on the character of the local movement:
. - the nature-of mass participation, leadership and overall politics, as well as an - °
~ evaluation of the alternatives in the given context. Tt Tt -
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'REPORT AND EVALUATION ON THE FUNCTIONING OF THE NAC AND THE- IS o
SINCE THE CONVENTION R i
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national organization, with a resident- political leadership in N{ Y
whose purpose was to make political decisions on those national :
Toli thdl questions that faced the orcan&zation. Though the reasons
for taking this step were sound, there were a number of. problems.')
First was the fact that of those people who are now-in the natiocnal

- leadership, wXkk% on the NC or NAC, the political experience of those

comrades in a national zation wfs almost nil, not to speak of"
the fagt that many ‘had been in the orgenization less than two years.
llowever, exXperience can only be gained by acflng, and we could only
doveTOp such leadership by taking such action. ¥Yet the orsblems that
coniront the organlaa+1on +oday cennot all be explained as growing’
pains QL & new organization and leadership, though these have been -
considerable. There was also the problem of the hostility at the con-
vention which was the reflection of unresolved and undiscussed pol-
itical differences at the rank and file level. This should have

heen taken .nore ”ﬂrLﬁu 1y as a significant problem for the new org-

‘;fanizatiog;  inzllv, the fect that most o* *he recognized and expex=-

ienced pol tical Teadership is not playing a leade “Shlp role in theé
crch“zabzu“ toduy It was in this context that the NAC took office
to try to legd the IS in the Year ahead. . o - =

CONCEPTICN CF THE NAC: ' - ) _
"The NAC may act for_ the ‘organization -on all political and
vigyanizational MuutL% _except as otherwise provided for hereln
between mea tings of “he NC." { constitution) ' B -
“we expect the NAZZ””eaever poso¢ble to take polltlcal pOSlthnS
on the events- of the dar,unlass in its opinion taking such -positions
wil;jéﬁrlouc1v divide the Gicanlzatlonr" (liSt ﬁt’meetiﬁg% ) L

. "When an evenﬁliyyat 51gn1F1cance hoth for the natlona?‘
rganization and £or a particular leccal chapter. the NAC will work
out a ceneral line;infcongultatlon with the local chapter 1nv0¢ved
(lak_ NC) ) ) -

» WAL Ln v1eJ of the Drﬂqent stage of development of the 15,
"houlu k enaver feasi ble consult with the NC on qupst;ans of maiox
poilb&ca ,*mportavco ‘This means a certnln greater enpna31sA9ﬁ
CCn@ultatLon ghqr wou ¢Q be reguired at a more developed stage.” -
flstWE) . - - -

Twe Puove’fcu motlons,”ere the extent of the conception of the
AC developeu b] the convention and the first NC meeting. Behlnd,

7these matidhs in the mlndb of many people was a coriception of

vhat a spcialist crganization is and how its leadership should
function. The conception was that we needed & strong politiecal. .
_NAC to set the program and politics for members o carry ocut in -
those arenas where comrades from different parts ‘of the country -
ware acikive- In order to really intervene in a national arena,

we had to have the unity and decisiveness which only a strong-

1a+ onal leaoar“hlp could provide. Failing this, we might be able
Dppr“nh nf.ectlva y on a local basis, but-would not be able _

-

e
o)




—. - constitution only allows for it. X
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to do so nationally, rather appearing with many faces. Or worse,
those comrades who were -active would get together and make policy
themselves, in a completely. undemocratic manner. Though -this was not = -
an important preblem in the past, it will become increasingly _
important as the organization grows and its influence becomes L= = o=
greater. Another function, it was felt, was to oversee the S
functioning of the various branches, to give guidance- and direction, —

and to prevent any pregrams which we felt were contrary to the - .
decisions and politics of the convention. . ) - -

_ It is for the above reasons that the second motion states that

it "expects" the NAC to take political positions, where the B

The way the NAC was chosen, however, seriously undermined this-
conception. It was done on a fairly apolitical basis, that is, -

- people were not chosen on the basis of their political perspectives

N

o MQst of these concerned dues, establishing liasons with the
‘Naisipnal Labor Fraction, getting-a National Student Fraction. Exec,
% well as liasons for the I.S. Most of this has been a failure. .
“No functionming apparatus exists. Reports come in intermittantl

for the.coming pericd, but rather because they were in the main-
stream of the old ISC's politics, whatever those are. There was
also the fact that a major factor in the choices was the availability
of personnel. Hence, the main political definition of the NAC
. concerned-those issues which-were not ones to be acted upon -in the -
- coming period. P S :

A SHORT HISTORY: - ‘ ) -
Structure: The first few meetings of the NAC were mainly -
concerned with unfinished business from the convention, and the

establishment of a structure and apparatus for the organigzation. -

if at all. WNational fractions hardly exist, and there are no
liasons nor ongoing communication in them. It is even impossible
to get replies to personal lettesrs sent out. Hence we have an NO

- .- and NAC which is separated from the rank and file, and no functioning

national fractions. If we are to function as a unified national
organization, then communications is of the utmost importance. S =
This can only be done if an effective apparatus is set up. The
telephone is not an acceptable substitute.

Literature: To this date only one new pamphlet has been written. :
(L. Landv's on Chinese Women) Two others (Two Souls and the o
Teachers pamphlet) are being done by NEFP. - Several others were E
promised, such as Cuba and Imperialism, but no manuscripts have -

been produced. We did not even receive replies to many of.

the requests for pamphlets which we sent out. The lack of _
litérature is _especially important with regard to %abor. No -
literature exists which is directed at workers. ~We have been
urtable to find someone to rewrite the "right for Socialism”
and none other was praiected. The NAC has not done enough on this
aspect and must play a more forceful role in developing this ,
type of publicatien in the future. However, this will be impossible
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- - without the pOcperatisn of the organization. We simply cannot
: - write everything ourselves. - = _

Polltlcal Dzﬂcu g8icn: The first political ‘discussion undertaken
- by the:  NAC concerned the anti-war movemant. ~This was Torced on
- us hy the press oif events, and with the number of aetivities
kept us busy foir several weeks. The. first decision on the _
- - Moratoriiim was unfornunatc.,and pointed cut a continuing broblem
= : - with reqgard to politicel documanis. In the first place, the
" documents were vague with. regard tc'c:actTy what was expected _
of comrades in_other clubs. This ig a0t the garme_as the fact -

= arise from specifiic circumstances. For there was a great deal

that the documents must of necessity overlook situations which -

o -~ of confusiorn as to what activities were exvec ted, and which wére

- : ruled out. Secondly, the documents did not bring out the pUll—‘ 
' tical differsences that existed on the NAC clearly enough. This =~
_was especially true with the Urquhart, Friedman, Finkel documents.
= ] These were Sericus problems, and not totally excisable by the ‘
- greenness of the NAC. In the beginnins there was a tendency to

vote on the NAC's discission, rather than on how the document was _

likely to bc interpreted by other members. However, the firewocrks
- that this discucsion- tovuched off were not excusable. The first

replies and the chain reaction that followed, were cf an extremely

= . factional and polemical type. Now polemics are a legitimate form
of debate and argumentation in a political organizatien. #As often
happens in polemics, nuch of the politics was lost in the fire of
the exchange. Iut worse, they ied to a hardening-pf attitudes -
without any further clarification of politics. Hence, one got the
idea tha many factidns exist within the crganizatior, when in
- “actuality no terdency's pilitics a@re defined enough to form a
- - factien. - S . 7
- ) - The importance of the anti-war discussion for the future
- functioning of the NAC was-that it pointed out the political =
differcnces that existed on day to day political guestions, not

- only in the rank and file, but on the NAC as well. For a while - -

the NAC was Jeadlocked with a 2-2-1 spliit, and hence there was = - 7

¥ no functioning majcrity. -It ic not clear at this point to what
extent the situation has cihranged since Vicki took her place on
the NAC. Hcwever, the-divisions on :he NAC hindered its ablllt}
to take decisive leaderxship, and the divisions. [t saw within the
“organization did not encourage it to try. Several criticisms
o have been raised informally with regard to political decisions
not:made by the NAC, such as on SDS and student program. To a
B ] certain extent these are valid. However, an evaluation of thlS
. - will have -to wait f£or the NC and-what it considers the future-
- roleiof the NAC to be., - - ) - -

. the organization. Some- comrades have objecticmBs to what-they -

- believe was the political methodology of the ISL, and_particularly
to. the slogan,for a Demoeratic Foreign Policy. They wanted this
‘in the introduction to the pamphlet. - The NAC did not feel that

- “this discussicn should be held now, -and that without the discussion
‘no such repudiation should go into the introduction. It essentially

= The Yalta Affair: This again is an example of the problems with -
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sidestepped +he®t political _guestion, which was a nistake, since
methodology is one impertant ared where there exist now undefined
differences, which influcnce votes on positions but are not them- -
selves discussed. Alzo, to avoid lengthy discussion the NAC I
-chose to use. an editorial note =xplaining that we nc longer used
© the DFP slogan. This ton sidestepped the political .question:of
exactly what our pObJ:*ﬁP on that slogan should be. Finally; the
NAC was not awere of the instructions given on the introduction
by the last NO, and thi: to moch confusion. Thus,. finally the
whole introduction was ;ejected and a simple pne substituted fox
it. What this points-out is that it wovrld-be very difficult for -
the! NAC t» pass on any document, whether an introduction or.a - -
pampnleL because sf the undexrlying (vlitvﬁn’ differsnces.,: This-
- would be true if ¥e gtiil conceive, of trvi .ng .to put cut pamphlets
.that xepresent the line of the'nrgali:ar €17, Since on most guestions
_the. oxganization has no line, . . L R

National Organizing: The higgest fallur@ of the NAC, however, -lies
in the_area of national recruitment. The three new clubs that -
exist, Madisen, f.ong Beach and Boston, wera esteblished mainly. .
independentiy of anv-action hy:t%e NAC: - This is partly due to )
the-lack of finances to =send people to cther areas. However; the
NAC has not spen;,anouoh time on- this, andit nust take a higher
prioxity in the funture if we are o yr» significantly by tHe &ie
of the next conventicrn. FEstimated current wmembership is 305. At
the time of the convention it'waﬁ 234u , . s

_ Finance

7 3: (See ssparare financial reporv The main failure here
is-the failure & to reise independent. monevy. The last- NC voted
to have .a fund dxive. This has not been done., It was felt that

“no morefmoneyncould be raised from the membership, and the NAC'

had no firm idcas on how to raise independent morpy The money - -
pledged from- LA wae: have mever received. Those attempts to contact

outald@ re friendly: to the IS5 have <nly raised $200 for publishing

niew pamphlets, From the raport you can see that the situation™is

serious. - However, we will be receiving about $2900 in the beginning -

of January. - - ; =

- Discipline: _ The guestion ofrliscipline’was a hotly debated one
cat the conventisn and the NAU was given the power to make its
‘motions disciplinz=d. However, thé feeling of ihe NAC was that - -
rather thren making &ll motions disciplined, we would depend-im the
beginning mainly on +the self discipline of the memberships; and orly
use :discipline Where‘it was necessary to the smooth- functioning
of the organizaiion, such as at a national convention of some
broader orqanlzatlon; or to prevent what we felf would be a bad _
mistake, such a3 “he picture in the current I.S._  Thus we did not -
- make the anti-war resclution a disciplined motion. However, at a
national & conference  that mhg1u e necessary.  In the : =

original n-of a socialist organization, it was assumed
—-that the 'n,fwon'lri he r'!‘xcﬁﬂp?'%;\eﬂ in r\rde"r' for lt to. bhe B
decisive the ovgan¢zq+znw frnction in a unified way. .

. “However, political differencds and current state of (the -
organizaulon were explained abova, this is not possible-at
thig tine. an Nxc, tacking the . respech 0f its membsgship and the
authority resulting fvom that, cannot gain it through the use of
discipline. _ - - -
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writing. Duplicating facilities will be available. T ) = -
b. The body will disourage long motions submitted at the lastlminute, especialiy
in the midst of debate. - - = = = ] -

c. Only people with speaking rights may submitmotions - ' -

4, thérdance | - , . -

by irvitation. Such decisions shall be made by the NC-or NAC. _ - -
b. If lack of faciifties interfere with the funtionacng of the NC meeting (ober-
crowding, excessive noise, etc.) attendance may be restricted to the participants.

passed unanimousiy - o -

Mbtion: That Sandy Spector be seated at the next NC as she was not present at
the Eonvention znd could not have aitended the first NC immediately following
_the convention. - This NC shauld be considered the first one thet she.has missed.
‘passed (18-1) o :

Motién:'To acceptagenda a recommended by the NAC. pa.ss::—:d (18-1) Chester
against. = = K _ =t

Anti=war Perspectives

Presentation by Finkel and Friedamn - : - e

_ - Vote on document 2s babis for amendment . Finkel pasééd (éeé roll Vcallivo;t_e)r.

Amendments: - S e e .
1.~ Add to Implementation section one {Jack G.) - : ,

— - s . — i -
We must raise support for workers' struggles in the anti-war movementas a
whole, making it clear that Vietnam-and future Vietnams, as a product of imper-

_ialism, will only be stopped by ditching the war economy, and that the only force

_ consufner, must be forced to comply .-

capable of doing this is the working class. We must point out that the arms eco~ -
nomy is the motor force behind the inflation,-and that the assault on wages and
working conditious necessary to maintain copporate profits int &he stagnating ?
economy have brought workers militancy to the fore. We must relate this to the.
“antiwvar movement as a whole ,-stressing the need to link the war with the infla-
_tion and the new strike wave. Wemust pose this as an alternative to a strategy
limitied to mass marches and V7 éatherman tactics which a large section of the =
anti-war movement has come to-sce donot provide a strategy for ending the war .

Our orientation to the strikers themselves must begin tvith support for their -

immediate demands, but must gor beywend this to raising-demands which will hdlp
direct the attention of workers towards the root of the problem: the capitalist.
system itself. One way of doing this is by exposing the class collaborationist _
role of the union buresucrats. in the G.E. strike, for example, we demand

that Meany's boycott & G.E. be extended - the government, as G.E.'s largest

Ve must also demand the scrapping of the arms economiy and its reconversion into
a ‘systern that pvoduces for soeial needs and provides productive jobs for all.

Thesae demands fiow from the relation of the arms economy to the inflation and the = _

growing inability of capital to provide fro sécial needs, especially in the major
urban areas. By raising these demands, we help focus the attentiomw of workers
on the entive sokial system. S ' - _

I px;ttiné forward this orientation, we stress that the only way to eﬁﬁd the wat
economy is thwough a movement led by the working class aimed at workeérs'conirol”
-passed. : - : ) :

en to all IS meémbers. Nommembers may attend only by
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Present: Mike U. , VickiI. , Kim M., Dave Fr., Dave Fi.
Others: Gay S. Blll P, T S 1 - -

" e Motion: To withdraw Urquhart anti-war document. passed (5-0) = - — B
- Motion: To recommetdd the acceptance of the following designated alte{‘sates -
to the NC: Gay Semel fotr Sandy Spector, lan Mcmahan for Dick Broadhead,"
Bill Gerchow for Jack Bloom. passed (5 0) - -
" Motion: To recommend that Sara B. of the Resident Steermg Committee of .-
- - J:he Namonal Labor Fraction be given speakzng rights on the NC passed (5-5)

NC Saturday, Januaryz 192“ o - ’ : - - -

Zresent: M1ke U., Vicki I., Kim M. Dave Er., Dave Fz.,Gay 1Sk, Blll P.
Ron T., Peter D., ILlene W, Jack G., Kit L. Manl}m M., Chris H.; Sally
_Eric _(L::Bruce L., Dave H., ’\JK. , Bill G. s Ian M., Ernie H. ,

Agenda - ' - ' - e
I. Zigenda & Preliminaries - i - s

2. Anti-war Perspective - ) = = . _

a) debate & vote on major documents’ (Fnedman, F;nkel) : .

b) debate & vote on amendments B :
. Independent Poliflical Action . T :

B a) debate & vote on major documents (Moodv, Hobson} Haberkern.)
b) debate’ & vote on amendments =~ - - -

Preliminaries : - - : , v o

Motion: To seat the followmg alternates as de51gnated by NC deie_gates. .
- _ Gay Semel for Sandy Spector (by phone) _ , - =
- lan McMahan for Dick Broadhead (by phone) -~ = =~ - - -

Bill Gerchow for Jack Bloom (by phone)- : - s
Eric Chester for N:mcy Holmstrom (wrttmn) passed unanimously -

“Motion: To accent *he £ouaw1ng rules for NC o T
1..Voting nghts S = i i - = .

- a. Voting shall be restricted to NC ‘members and seated ahernatesf ‘ -
= b. An elected aliernate shall be seated upon written designation from an absent
NC member (or phone designation). Remaining vacancies shall be filled from
the list of alternates, in order of selection. Substitiutions shall be for the en~
tire 2-day meeting, not session by session.

c. The NAC has prOnoé"ed that absent NC members baperrmtted to desugnate
substitittes not on the official alternate list. This question has been put to the
NC by mail ballot as 1t represents a deviation from tﬁe consttthtzon. )

" 2. Speaking Rights S .

- a. All NC members and seated alternates, all NAC members, natiounal afﬁce;s
- and the I.S. editor shall have speaking rights. This is a maximum of 22 people.
'b. The authors of resolutions shall have speaking rights during the debate over

their resolutions. The National Office staff may speak on orgamzahonal matters.
] c. No one else may speak Exceptions may be made (e.g., alterndtes who -
. “travel great distances to attend the meeting), but these must be wieghed against -
~ the severe time limeitations which will become apparant as the meenng pro~ -
ceeds. - — = .

3. Motions )
~ a. All motions and amemdmenst {other h;aft p—avedvf—:al}, M
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Statement on Jack G. amendment by Ernie H.: While I agree with the general
argument there are formulations, such as the equation of Weatherman tactics
and mass marches, which imply a position on the mass anh-war movement with
wh1ch I disagree moSt strongly. ‘

2 £dd to Implementutlon sectlon 2 end of first paragraph on Transitional Drogram
(Ron T.)

The recent calls of the hberals (for the reordering of priorities) leaves the
burden on the Worklng class. In order to expose this, we must demand that the
burden of all government spendlng be shifted fromthe workers to capital.

Passed (see foll call) ,

3. (Mike Monheit) In last paragraph of document, delete "Thus we might agltafn
etc.” and substitute’ Thus we would urge strike aupport activities, projects 7
around demands which reflect immediate and actionable working class issues, :
like taxation, day care eenter$,.hous1ng, transit, employment, and so forth. .

Ve would aslso advocate educational activities at‘ound major, though less 1m:med-
iately actionable demands ( which would fall in the same dinds of areas. just listed).
In all such activities we would call upon the radical movement to see itself as
not merely a support group, but as a political organization, putting forth educa~
tiomal demands, analysis, atrategy, and tactics. V/e would fight for such a pol~
itical approach by putting forth our transitional program, and action and education
proposals based on that program.”

Passed (all:for, Ernic H. abstaining)

4 (Mike Monheit) Second to last paragraph , third sentence form the bottom,
before the sentence beginning ''The development of cadre, etc." Insert:
"On campuses we hold our own anti-war meetings and debates, in cooperation wiht
other radical groups where possible. Most importantly, we carry out ourselves
and in coalition with other radical groupings where feasible and politically advis-
able, = pro-working class activities that we advocate for the anti-war and rad-
ical movement. )
Passed (all for) ~

5. (Mike Monheit) Section m Conclusions, sentence beginning "Quite the contrary"
chnge to read:

""Cuite the contrary because of their essential roles In productmn and their
position as the principal brunt of the economic squeeze, workers arec affected by
and thus are driwen to deal with the soc1etal crisis as a whole, wtc

Passed (gqll for). : ;

(Mike Monheit) Section on conclusions, second paragraph, change''the pro-
gram of the anti-war movement" to "the anti-war l\/lovernnet's demand for
immediate withdrawall'

Motion: That sense of the above be adopted and referedto the ’\JAC for styhzatlon
Passed (all for) , ;

7. (Dave Fr.) Add the following paragraphs , I B hes e .

A RANK AND FILE ORG/ANIZATIONAL PERS! DBCTIVL‘ Vithin the anti-war
movemant, we must counter the coalition organizing sommittee approach, which
makes no effort to democratically organize the masses who are called on to
participate in the periodic demonstrations. Our goal should be rank and. flie
groups wherever podsible and on the 1argést scale possible. Recognising that
the prospects for bu11d1ng such groups are not good at the present time, we:
relate to giben activites by fighting for rank and file control at the local level, .
in the orgainization of the activities (e .g., sampus strikes) and in the determin=~
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ation of the politics.

Even where it is possible to bu11d rank and f11e organizations, we recognize
that . they are not ultimately viable on a single issue , middle class basis and
we counterpose a radical progra and working class orientation. Ve propose that
mass demonstrations flow naturally from fank and file organizations, in which
people develop politically by participating in day to day decision malnng dis-
cussing, palnning and carrying out programs. Ve counterpose this to the
passive participation in 1a111es and marches so ty{plcal of anti-war moblhza-
tions .

ja.=sec1:({:ll.l_fo,r)g

Motion : Strike the work ""ultimately' in the above.
Fails. (Chris H. for, Bruce L.,V/ T(, ually Y. abstalmng, all else opposed)

8. Move to Strike the last sentence of the second paragraph under Theses of
the Anti-war Movement section which reads as follows: "In other words, re-
formist 111us1ons are the basisof the strength of the Democratlc Party, not
vice versa. »
Tabled until af ter the Independent Political. _/‘cjnon dlscu551on— if nbt taken up.
then, to be taken up by the NAC.

Motion: To accept Finkel document as amended ‘?aézswd (see roll call)

Motion: (VVK) I.S. should participate in thé activities of broad coalitions it
they repriesent significant numbers of pr@ple in motlon Passed- (ahl for)

Motion: (WWK) Working in broader coahtlons we should push for the follow1ng
~rank and file control of'the activities '

-anti-capithalist, pro-working class m111fant pOhthS, demonstrahons, slogans,
etc.

passed (all for)

Motion:(*/K) V/e should not be in the leadership of organizations of activities
which have not been won to our political approach.

Passed {all for - Chester abstaunng) : : 3

Motion {Ilene ¥/.) That the above motion be disciplined. Yfithdrawn" '

aw

‘Mbtion: (17K). Tran51tlona1 demands and slogans ‘flow most’ ba51ca11y frorn the

struggle of the working class and are not a means whereby we may place our-
selves in the leadership of broad middle class liberal (or even radical) group~
ings where we donot have clear uohhcal leadership.

Passed (all for) ..

Motion: (W7K) 17e should seek opportunities to build radical coalitions for more
militant, anti-capitialist, pro-working class activities; where possible we should
call such in ocur own name; such demonstrations should, 6f course not be in
conflict with broader demonstrations unless they ate so clearly pro- estabhsh-
ment that we mlst differentiate ourselves {rom them.

Passed (akl for)

Motion; (W) The demand for pro-working class activities means the following: .
-solidarity with existing working class struggles o

~demands which relate the war to its effect on the working class o
-ALL POLITICAL DEMANDS, SLOGANS, ETC. MUST BEL CONljRLHMNSIBLLJ .
TO MILITANT WORKERS -- VVIZ MUCT CONTIUN_UOU LY OP20S8E "RADICA L - ‘
ISM" WHICH FURTHER INTENSIFIES THE ALIZNATION OF THE STUDENT
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RADICAL MOVEMENT T FROM AMERICAN SCCIZTY IN GENERAL AND THE
T/ORKING CLASS IN PARTICULAR ! 1!

-where possible attempts should be made to invblve rank and file workers in
anti-war activilies. ,

Passed (Ron T., Bruce L., Jack G., Eric C. opposed - all else for)

Motion: (W7K) 1/hile these motions are addressed sprcifically to anti-war acti-
vity, ti is intended that the sense of them would apply to similar activities.
Passed (all for, Mike U. abstams)

- Indepeundent Political Lction S
Sresentations on Haberkern, Moody and Hobson Documents

Vote on each one as basis for amendment (see roll call)
Haberkern - Failed

Moody. - Passed

Hobson = Failed

Amendments to Moody

1. (KIm M , Gay S., Ilene V., Bill ».) Add to the third paragraph following
the sentence ending with "'..draw workers into the action."

“"Electoral action: has httle value for middle class movements, unless it is -
based on some consciousnexs of the need to actiwvate and orient towards the -
working class. Furthermore, wlectoral action should not be viewed as an
initial orgahizing technique where the 1nt1—-war or student movement is weak
or fragmented,"

Passed (see role Call)

2. (Ron T.) add to the above amendment:

"In this context, electoral action should be seen as primarily educational and
in general only effective where there is a short range potential for reaching
a working class base."

Failed (see roll call)

3. (Davé Fr.)vReplat‘:e Moody's last three sentences by the following three
paragraphs:

Llectoral action is a tactic which may correspond to a bariety of strategies,
even when it is outside the Democratic Party. The SW2? campaigns, for exam-~
ple, are explicitly counterposed to independent political action. The Freedom
and Peace Party was part of the C2's triple-p;ay strategy, in which it also ran its
own candidates and supported Hugene McCarthy. Other possibilities include
one-shot efforts to blackmail the Democrats, and moral pvotest campaigns -
(although thses usually stay within the Bemocratic primaries): Ve welcome.

all splits in the liberal camp. DBut we ounly support those that emerge from

or align themselves on the side of the great social struggles of this decade, the
movements eof working people and the black morority. This is the meaning

of political independence today in America, even though the Vietnam war is a
driving force in that direction for millions of students and other middle class
elements. On this baisis, we may critically support andparticipate in indepen~-
dent campaigns arising out of the anti-war movement, which have progzamma-
tic deficiencies byt do orient toward the more basic social conflict within the
society.

Failed (see roll call)
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" 4 less ambiguous development, more likely in 1972 than in 1970, would be the
emergence of sentiment for independent political action on the part of massed
of radicals or radicalized anti-war mi litants. Electoral campaipgns based on the
general politics of the radical movemdnt, independent of and hostile tothe
Democrati¢ Party, would be'a big step'in the right direction--evenif lacking
in programmatic coherence and a firm ideology. Radicals would be forced

to discuss program in a serious way, and rhethods of relating to the workulg,
class. A permanent party could not be built without winning the active support
of thousands of workers--and this in“turn depends on the speed with which
workers' struggles bécome radicalimed -- but every effort toward this end is to
be encouraged. In such campaigns, we would push the perspective outlined
aboue (the Moody resolution) and fight against any "purely electoral" tenden-
cies. We would seek fo have our transitional program accepted by the’ rank-‘i- -
and- file, adopted by the organization, and used in all political wrork.

Failed (see roll cail)

We anticipate few opportunities in 1970 to apply our strategy on the tactical
level, and in this sense it will be largely educational. At every oppottunity,
along with the rest of our program, we explain the strategy of independetn
political action in tis fullest sense, counterposed to Democratic Party politics
and the anti-electoralism fo the radical left. But we do not regard these as
symmetrical phenomena. Those who believe that it is possible to refrom or
"use'' the Democratic Party are still tied to the system in a very basis way,
and this is reflected in other appecisof their politics as well. Radicla anti-el*
ectoralism (as distinct from cynicisim, apathy or bther' apdhtlcal attlt'udes }is
a tactical rmstake ontre’ part of péople who reject permeationism and recognize
the wwindle of bourgeois demé)cracy Lacking political self-confidence and.

a oomnsistant working class perspéctive (which in turn makes it difficult for them
to build solid orgainizations of their own), they leave the electoral arena to |
the parties of the ruling class. Out job is to show them how to use that arena
in a revolutionary manner. This is difficult, but no more os htan a ‘hundred 7
other problems that W111 be encountered on the road to somhsm .
Failed ( see role call\ :

B

4, Amendnlent (Cnr1s H.) see enclbsed. Failed (see role call '
Motion: To accept Moody document as amended. ,?asAsed (see roll call)

Saturday January 3

£ genda
l. Presentation and Repot by National Secretary
stmphne, Role of NAC : -
‘Labor Perspedtives--Relocation of personnel National Offlce, etc.
Flnances Nafional, local and regional travellors B
. 1.8, = Editorial Policy - Funchonmng (distribution)
. Literature (new pamphlets, etc. ) .
. Financing National meetings _
- Appeal past NAC decisions . - = ' -
Electlon of new Natlonal Offlcers s Next National Convent1on - Next NC

\OOO\]O\U'\»F!L»N

l\/lOthn Delete the follovung sentence from the second paragraph under Theses - -
on the Anti-war Movement section in the Finkel Anti~war perspectives docu~

‘ment. ''In other words, reformist illusions are the ba51s of the Strngth of the
Pemocratic Party, not vice versa." :

Passed (see roll call) -

Motion: Add above sentence plus...''which in turn reinforces these illusions "
Failed.
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National Secretary's Repott

Discipline & Role of NAC

Motion: (Mike U.): That one person be prt in charge of communications
to and from the NAC- for each club., Job of this person is to keep the
NAC informed every 2 weeks of the political functioning of the club,
and to carefully read thd NAC minutes and bring to the attention of
the club-:ang relevant points.

Passed (all for) ; : o

Motion: (iMike U.): ¥0On the $2900 we will receive) This money is not
to be used to hire a regional or national traveler. Such and expense
is not worthwhile at this time, and would deplete these meagre resources
ey rapidly. -Instead an attempt should be made to hire a full time
organizer fop Detroit (who could do some travelling).. Secondly, money
should be allocated for people to make one shot trips to visit a par-
ticular area. Thisrd, one or two natdonal speaking tours should be
set up.

Passed (all dor) 3 i :

Motion: (Mike U.): The major political responsibility of the BAC bet-
weer now and the next convention be to prepare for the convention,
coordinate nationmalfunctioning, including setting a political line

for national meetings and arenas, and finally that it organime dis--~
cussions aimed at clarifying. existing - polritical differences within

the organization.

Passed (all for)

Motion: (Ilene W.) Add to the above between the words "organize dis-
cussions”.. and .."aimed at clarifying.." the following: “"based ofi

the development of a transitional program".

Passed. (see roll call) )
Motion: (Mike U.) : That the NAC continue acting as it has in the

past with regard to discipline. Tabled.

Labor Perspectives
Detroit-Cleveland Motion (see enclosed) -~ Passed as .sense motion
(Eric C. opposed, all else for)

Motion: .{Bill P.) {see enclosed) T : ,
Point 1:4%:.- Passed (Eric C. against, Ernie H]’abstaininq, all else for)
Point 2 - Passed (Ernie H. and Eric C against,.Ian M. and Sally Y.
abstaining) L ; ATy

Point 3 - Passed (Exic C. opposed, all else for) e
Point 4 - Passed (Eric C. opposed, Bill G. abstaining)
Point 5 - Passed (Eric C. ppposed, all else for).
Amendment: (Bill P.) Next to the last sentence under point 4 add:
Execs are to send reports on what exists in these cities and how many
people they think they need and for what. Passed

Motion (WK): ‘That points 1,2,3 andthe repotts requested in p01nts 5
and 6 are to be considered mandatory. Passwd

Motion: (Kit L.) That we move the ‘\I'ationa.l Office and the paper
(L.S. ) to Detr01t by the end of the year (1970) Passed (&1l for)
Flnances (see financial report)

TS

Proposal (Gay S.) (see enclosed) Passed(all for)
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Proposal for Workers' Power suppliment (see Forum #35'(Kit L.)

With understanding that name can be changed. Passed (Eric C. abstain-
1h, all else for) ’

Motlon. (Dave H.) One of the major gaols for thw development of IS
arid .the Wokers' Power suppliment shaould be combining the ptlmarlly
student oriented and primarily worker oriented sactions into a singliea
national news and,agitaitidnal paper appropriate for distribution in

shops, on campus and among antci-war activists.

When and if sufficient copy for a seperate analytical-theoretical
publication is being written, such a pulrlication should be establ¢51eﬂ~
Paseed (see roll call)

Amendment (Bruce L.) Substltute for second, paragraph of Dave H. motion
the following: At such a time that such an integrated newspaper -is

implemented, an analytical-theretical publication should be estab1lhnoo=
Failed (see roll clall)

t ctement (Ron T., Bruce L., Jack G.)

Wa voted against Dave H, !s motion because without specification of
LHQ content and style of such a newspaper, the motion is muddy and
vague. We are. for a unified newspaper. We would, however, oppose
attemnpts to exclude semi-theretical artlcles or to simplify analysis
in order to reach less-radical sectors befroe a theretlcal organ were
in existance to carry theoretical and semi-theoretical material.

Statement. (Ghris H.) I , _ - s
I abstained on this motion for the following reason: the central ¢ues-
ticn regarding a unifird newspaper is not whethter such an organ is

désirable - everyone agrees with this in general - bub the question
of timing. Can a unified organ be established in the short run,aay
the next wear, or does the nature of the present period - the low

level of development of working —-class consciousness at present -
rreclude such a step in the near future? Dave H's orlg*nal motion
answered that ouesblon. As I do not beliéeve. the varying conscious

;. ness of different s cfors will allow establishing a unifies ﬂﬂWSﬂap*"’

in the next year, I wo“1d have voted against the original motion.
‘The removal of the phrase "in the next several months" through a
"friendly™ amendment . removed &ll substantive mmaning from this mo-
tion, leaving an  apple-pie statement. There was nc meaningful bassgs
for my voting eilther for or against the motion in this form, and it=s
passage merely obscures the central question noted above. '

Motions, from the Women's Caucus

NI cgwonal ravaero and speakers for propoued +ouls must be chosen
op a political basis. Whenevre possible oxrg. anizing trips should be
agsigned to womern comrades. When orgamizing for the I.S. they wi11
emphaSLze women's liberation, a& well as dlahUSSlng the entire pol
itics of the I5. They will see that women's liberation is an inte-
gral part of the politics on which ueogle are recruited (men should
do the same). Though we realize that the finances cf the organizat-
lonare limited, in cases where a woman volunteers to speak and feels
that she wants ancther woman to speak with hwr, the organization
should aid in financing both women.

Passed (.2 rvoll call)
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2. On membership: g

Where women are being recruited to the organization, they must be
recruited on a political basis, and thorough political discussion
must be held with them, as with men. o ' -

Aamendment (Chris H.) . S

In botk cases, women's liberation must be an integral part of these
‘politics-this includes a commitment to struggle against the oppressed
position of women in soclety (not simply, but not excluding, struggl-
ing against job ineguality, okt the unequal position of women within
radical organizations). Just as we do not recruit overt racists to
1S, we likewise do not recruit overt male chauvinists. As on other

issues, we 4o not immist fthat potemtial members share wvery nuance
of our positicn before beirg recruited, but we do insise that they
share the general commitment outlined above.

Passes (all for)

Amendment to VWomen's Caucus motion #1 (ernie H.)

deilte the section beginning with "When organizing for the IS.." and
ending with"...politics on which people @are recruited".

Failed (see roll call) '

National Convantion )
Motion on time: Convention be in June. Passed(11-8, 1 abstention)
Motion: that NAC set the exact date by the end of January. Passed
Financing: {Dave H<) .

Tn order to reliieve the financial burden on comrades who are members
of the NC or of one or another fraction or other national body of
IS, in going to and from meetings oil national bedies, a travek
expense fund will-. be established on the natational level to be ad-
ministered by the NAC. Money for this fund will be dollected by
the NAC thwough a regular dues increase earmarked specifieally for
the trravel fund of through regular assissments of the membership

by the NAC.

The amount of such a dues increase or special asessments will be
determined by the NAC and subject to change by it.

The money will be distributed in such a way that travel expenses for
all comrades attending national meetings will be reduced tothe

point where any comrade will be financially able to attend national
meetings with only a small or nominal personal financial burden.

Amerndment {Ilene W.): The above does not include conventions.
Passed as amended

Motion: (WR) Thz to#al cost of bringing all delegates will be divided
equally amongst the delegates. The NAC will resaarch other methods
o find funds to build a traveling expense fund. Passed

Motion to reconsider Dave H's motion: Dave H's mothon fails.
Motion on Place (Gay S.) Convention be held in Detroit, aomeone
from the National staff will come to Detroit shortly beforehand if

nedessary. Passed

Literature
Move to talmle to the NAC. passed
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Appeal of past NAC dec151onsﬁv :
Motion (Eric C.) Any paper criticized by the NAC or-a member in -
a key list mailing, must also be mailed in the same mailing. Passed

Next NC
Tabled to NAC

New National Secretary
In the event that Mike U. is drafted, Gay §. will become ‘the new
Natlonal Secretary. Passed (all for)
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Daltimore lRepoxrt
Don D.

This area report covers the activities of DBaltimore 1S from the na e
tional convention in September through the October 15 moratorium.

When we returned from the Ann Arbor conventlon, Wwe were not able to
begin functioning as a group immediately, since at that time it was not
certa1n how many people would be active in the chapter, and there was
same doubt as to whether there would be a group here at all, ’

& Our perspectives discusSions up to this point had centered on four
p0551b1e arenas of activity, in addition to factory activity, which it
was generally understood would take primacy for the 4 members who are
industrialized.

The four were SDS and the New Unlver51ty Conference, both at Johns
Hopklns University, the Baltimore woment®s liberation group, and the
Baltimore Defense Committee, the general, umbrella organization of the
adult left here.(of which more below).

..~ For reasons inveclving both our own resources and the obJectlve pos-
sibilities of SDS and NUC, these groups Were rejected as more than peri-
Pheral arenas, and an or1entat10n toward the Baltimore Defense Committee
(BDC) s and: women s liberation was ‘decided upon.

We:rbegan attending steering committee meetings of the BDC (which
are in reality much closer to general membership meetings) at the, end
of September, but: so far, due to the fact that we have not yet worked a
specif ic perspective for the group, we have had little effect. (any eX=—
periences comrades have had with similar groups would be muc¢h apprec1at—
ed). 1 believe much the same situation holds true for women's liberation,
although I haventt dlscussed this W1th the comrades actlve in the_grbup
récently.

.. The moratorium last week was probably the larvest demonstrat1on .ever
held in Baltimore, About 5,000 people took part in a downtown rally at
noon, and around 6,000 marched from Johns Hopkins after a mid-afternoon
rally to a second ra‘ly downtown late in the afternoon, whxch about
12,000 people 2ventually attended.

- Under the umbrella of "immediate withdrawal", the politics of the
mbratorium here contained sharply divergent tendencies. For example,
speakers at the Hopkins rally ranged from former Senator Ernest Gruening,
who put forward the standard left-liberal rhetoric on the war (about how
iths illegal, a tragic mistake, etc.) through Paul Lauter, national di-
'ector of Resxst who gave a fairly militant, anti-imperialist speech
(although W1thout a working class orientation) to Zeke Doyd, of the La~-
bor Committee, who preoented their usual economic program tied to an at~
tack- - on the war,

+ My own random observations of people in crowds found an even broad-
er range of politics present with no particular political level predomn=-
igating, except, perhaps, youth newly involved in the antie-war movement
with a vaguely radical consciousness (left of Mc=Carthy-Gruening, but’
right of the organized left-wing groups).

'~ More or less at the last minute, and with relatively little politi-
cal pre-discussion, we prepared a leaflet (copy enclosed) and distribu-
ted nearly 1,000 copies at the teach-in at Hopkins and at the downtowf
rally in the evening., This was the first public action we have taken in
o{lr own name here. :

- BDC, as I indicated above, is a general adult left umbrella group, I
think I should elaborate on this, however, in order to avoid giving mis-
impressions., - .

Although its functions include serving as a political <clearinge
house for single-issue groups, and coordinating anti-war activities in
the city, it bears little resemblance to groups which perform similar
tasks in other cities (such as the Peace Parade Committee in New York).
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DFitimore RKepocoh (cuat Goy 2

For example, the LDC initiates activities on itsc own, and is by no means
confined to anti-wajy actions. i

It is a nembership orgonization in the sense that it has a core of
activists numBefing“between 25 and 50 rather than a united front com-
mittee of the Teft §cets: The factional, sectarian atmosphere of the Zoo
Parade Committéé isz'noticeably abseat 25 the BDC. In fact, we are the
only sect whicli is’ opora 1n5 as a group within BDC, aithdugh ‘in & 1oose
sense, other tendénceis have followers in the BDC (1oe° —— there are a
few people Who - 1de1t1fy w1~h Weathernan, oibers who vac111ate between'
us and RYM X¥I, eic.). .

‘Most of BDC’S menbers are recent graduates of the campus left and
broadly speaklnp the milieu is student wadical., again, hOWever factlonm
alism dnd crazylsn are much 1288 evident in ‘BDC than in SDS.

Most BDC membprs are conscxousty ant:~ruoﬁta115tq However, the group
doesn't have a ‘coherent, specifically WOlqugnuldSS orientation, although
I think some of its members would De open fo such a line, Th1s is prob~
ably the po¢nt axdund which we’ should try tvo center discussion.

In generdl, the atmosplere in BDC is fairly healthy, and in the lono
run the pos s1b11-t1a' fox naLin{ contacts and recruiting are pretty !
good, although T donbx We wi 1Y rebrult lnvonc from DDC in the next
month ‘or g0 '

"Baltimore wonen®s liberation ig’ Lela‘1V°1Y ‘political and qulte Sere

ious. Some of it wenberec qullsh a Joulnai and it held a fa1r1y good
dgﬁon stration here dbout two ronths ago.
' “From wrat I ”nﬂflytaﬂd TL 900u1bL1 ties for pushing a work1ng«

class orléntatlon i1 the~ nroup are good, and its members are more re— -
ceptive ‘Yo antiléfalinict politice than is generally the case on the
new left, I have also been tolid tait ﬁherc are Lood possibilities for
recruiting, S e ' o
" While we have a number of ~on~acfs from a varlety of arenas, I
think it will be soue timé'(quth. ‘at least) before we recruit any of
them. So, barring‘anything'urforeveﬂn, we will probably stay about the
same size for the immedigte future. o ‘ o o 5
We are only siowly udju sting to operoting in a more organized and
formal mannex. While theré Faa Leci zome inprovement ‘along th1s line
‘over the situation whom T7¢Zns here, it has still proved much 'too easy
to fall back intc the old”'ihfo;n,¢, u1oppy p‘ttern of ° functlonlng° Thls
goes for everyonc, :ncludlnh ne . )
This will have fo do for néw, as there isn’t’much more concrete to
tell you about, and I want ‘to gctlthis in the mail, I'11 writé you again
in 2 month or S0 ~m hopéfuily, by that time, we wili De funct1on1ng betm
ter, and will havc a bLetler idea of the situation in our - arenas.

S 10/20/69




el Ten 7.
Getroit I3 Report, 11/14/%79

The situation within the local at present could best
he described as digging ir and holding on, Cnce the initial
burst of activity that followed the formation of the local
passed, we have found that the situation dictates work on
consolidation; principally because the main arena we are in-
volved in does not lend itself to quick organizational growth,

At present we have a total of eight members; three
comrades working in auto plants, a public school teacher, a
social worker, an economist and a student at ‘iayne 3tate. In
addition, a social worker is ready to join, <e lost a labor
fraction comrade last week when he elected to move to Cleve-
land for largely personal reasons (he is in no sense lost to
15 and is working to pull together a Cleveland local),

o e feel, for obvious reasons, that the most import-
ant arena we are involved in is the industrial one. iaving
made a long-term committrent ta this kind of wor%, we are
forced to ride out some obstacles to sustained political work,
most of which are inherent in this kind of activity. “his
involves comrades being forced to explor different jobs before
getting settled, lasting throuzh the ©0-day probationary per-
iod, dealing Wlth the peneral physical and mental weariness of
a factory job which limits other political work, etc., etc.

At present, we are well on the road to having a stable 3-man
industrial cadre, well settled in jobs ( this situation will
improve around December when two of the three will hopefully
have completed their S0 days). rhis is of course hardly over-
whelming but we are satisfied that it is a beginning. One

of the comrades is involved in an extremely hot situation in
his plant; the other two feel that there is potential in their
situations,

Because of the need for political cooperation with
other groups working in plants, we have succeded in recconstitu-
ting the old Revolutionary liorkers Committee, a formation that
was temporarily shelved in September because it was involun-
tarily becoming an I3 front. OCur goal is to achieve an effec-
tive coalition with other groups on the basis of a minimal
progzram (revolutionary socialist, anti-3talinist, committed
to intervention in the shops). At present the R.C consists
of us, a small group of neople who split off from the 3par-
tacists (%¥!) and came to Detroit to work in shops, people
from the United Caucus, plus several independents, with a
verbal cormittment from some other groups (i'ews and Letters,
aCC, ete.) to participate in sorme way. At present, the group
is at the level of perspective discussions, with real polit-
ical cooperation in action a real possibility in the near
future,

As yet we have been unable to successfully intervene
at ‘‘ayne State. ‘e have one comrade going to school there,
who is quite capable but also quite new to the scene and used
to derkeley, which presents problems, <<he political situation
at vayne is vary unsecttled, with RY¥i. II the leading tendency
to the extent that anyone is (they unfortuneately captured a
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new organization launched at the beolrninv of the-year,‘due Ty =
principally to the incompetance of sore "ews and Letters reo-
ple), but:with nost:students outside:the defined political
groups:and in: various ad hoc:cormmittees springing up around
various issues, A strong noverment to oppose expansion into
chetto has seen heavyigoing: due to a highly..cooptive ad- .
ministration; its future is unclear., ‘the drivzs to unionize
student:assistants; which nearly blew the campus apart last
spring, is for the moment dormrant, but has high potentiol.
The liberals are ayperactive through the moratoriur (rore on
that later). ~Cther:'activitics include the coming Pidwest and
Labor Fraction confercnces, the lLabor newsletter, and region-
al organizing. . The Labor Fraction conference is - scheduled. for:
Thanksgiving! we have procured a good meeting hall,-but it 3
costs. bread,and we're continuing to look for cheaper places.:
+-@ have procured an 4. 2., Dick offset press to produce the
labor newsletter; it needs sore vworlk, should be operative
this- week.,. e had hoped to put out the first issue before
the conference; we have recieved very. few articles, but should
be able to make do for one issue., OCn the idwest conference:
a joint mneeting of finn Arbor-Detroit.:IS last Sunday voted to
hold the l'idwest conference at a different time and place
than the labor fraction conference,  prcferably either the
weekend preceeding. or the weekend followine Thanksgiving, and
in Chicago. .o are contacting the Chicago comrades, plus
others, to get their response. Regional organizing: Jhere
are lots of contacts in the lidwest, and we've been trying
to rake trips, but have been limited: by ouri sparse resources.
A weekend trip to Cleveland was fairly successful; we ‘havs
two members with several people around therm -and interested in
I3, three of ther: steclworkers.  dJennis 3., had made contact
with 2 good group of people in Flint, but -unfortunately
hasn't followed it.up.. Cther rembers and/or contacts are in
‘Toledo, Defiance (OChio), Yipsilanti and Rochester iich., At
the joint Ann Arbor-Detroint reeting it was veted that the
two locals would collaborate to insure systematic regional
travelling in the area, that as many people as possible
would be.involved in the travelling, and that a twe-person
cornittee would coordinate and schedule. Dan :. and ken 7,
of Detroit volunteered to be 1nter1”,coordlnators.

fﬂo summarize, wrelre. worblnﬁ to: consolidate dl“
in, cstablish ourselvee- in the city as ar ongoing organ-
ization.. Until and unless sone corfrades mranage to get in-
volved in the carpus .arena, no growth can be expected in the
immediate future. ‘Future reports will probably dwell in
nore detail: on: specific areas of work,; particularly the.
Revolutionary. iorkers Corrittee which merits considerable
description, .

: wa oy ”hls uectlon subritted 10/27/00

ALD D”‘ TC REYCRT: Ci7 7IJE [ ORATCRII
. =Sincea¢he moratoriur issue is. causing some con-
troversy. within the: organization, a report on what happened .-
in: Detroit on Oct. 15 may be relevant. The dermonstration
was,. first of all, huge. Twenty to Thirty thousand took part :-
which for Detroit is frankly incredible ( the biggest pre-



vicves anti-viay —orch vas 22070 i 1777, last Zall'c carch dror
17046),  Ia addition; the volitical tone was “meh roy2 e Lhe
122%% fhar 1 other arsas., -t was, of courss, crrarized Y

the 122%t-1ibs with a2 little b2l from thoiy friends i o =

Wbk, mt the structuvraz vms fres wron~h o certit all Tinds ol
e}z o rarticinate, ‘hare was heavy bDlac™ carticipation;
*lac’ hi~h schocl siude~=g rtave besn in elion since last corin?

and uszd the morateoriv: as a vehicle to further thai otiong
any hich schools strucl-, ard their nressnc
nolitical igssues intec the deronsiratien,

Cur aralvsis cof the sitvatiocn is yrourhly this: -
larve numbers of e neople wers svent itte nolitical active
ity by th= woraterivs, [o0st of these people are esgantially
lib=ral in their nolitics (when they have any)., “he erui of
the natter, however, is that they are probakly destinzad to
7o throurh the sane bitterly frustrating erneriercs that we
2ll went thyoush three or Zour ysars aso, of narching in
rigeer and bicser nuwhers arainst the war, but seeins very
little =2f£f2ct tale rlace, I7 this is correct, the 1libs have
called into beiungr a woverent that they will he unakle to
control aal which will 2rnlode in their faces. For this reason,
the oratoriuvr is clearly a zood arena to werk i,

Don 3

Caz poszibility locally ie Cdoirn~ lszafletiins at nlants,
arnd using the contacts that ve a-d cthers have in shors, to
try to orranize a vorlers continesnt for the [ ov. 14 ora-
toriun, The anti~war senti-ent in the shorns, at least in
~3treit, is certainly hi~h enouch to rae the idesa at least
sorethat realistic, Lt Tord oune on Cect. 14, the cormittee--
sen ard stewards in %he shkilled trades unit sent a petition to
the local and international leadarshin demnandinz that a
walltovt ke called for thz day of the —oratorium, and the blach
caucus in thz asserbly »lant ' .ade noisss in that dirvection,)

‘@ are at present discussing the idea with other neconle,
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UnZertunately, lots of had news to veport. (ur
industirial cadre has beean tarmorarily decirated by illaess
and ceneral had luck., .e are, however, hopeful that the
travail is onrly te: porary, and that bhoth comrades will be
ablz to resu.e vor™~ in a short time., .e are further con-
soled by the mnovwladse that our luc’- cannot ~et any vVorse.

Cur :ain nrohlsr a%t the rorent is sirply a lach: of
resovreszs, especially neopl=z, Yhere ara nwcrous political
onnortunities inharernt in the curvent scene in Jetroit, and we
have coz up with —any ~ood idzas on how to expleit thenm
rrogranacically., tut e siirly do ot have sncvsh wecnle o
ale any of the prorrana real, ‘The nroble ic reinforced

by the Zact that ouvr inahility to involve ourselves at all

in the ’ayne TGtiae arena mates it very hard to zaix new
ceoitacis and build a periphery, wuuch less recruit nev ~enbers,

+2 are currerntly wvorling o TVIC paners, one an
analysis of the situvation ir industry ir lz2troit and amons
auto worlars gererally. he central nrerise of the wpaper is
that a major hatiles 7111 be fou~ht vhan the corntract talks
with the Tir hres coie uvn nert fall, a:d that the level of



wllow -
raznlr-and-file ~ilitancy is sco hish that the Ui.. bureaucracy
17111 have ~reat difficulty containing it,” ‘he naper should be
in your hands within a weelr or s0. :

’he second paper coriaing our response to the debate roing on
within the 4AC, and iu the ormarization ~znerally, on the
suestion of the - oratoriur and the anti-war roveient, “he
wain theme will be that hoth (or all) sicdes in the debkate
badly overloo’: and irnore the issue of a real worsinr-class
yorspective for the anti-may roverent, vhich we feel is the
;'ost curcial elerent in the vhole situation, 2 realizs that
it is ot entirely unemnected that a chanter »rirarily oriented
“overd the industrial arena, such as ours, would hold such a
position; but we feel that thz wmolitical logic of our position
roes beyond our subj "ctlve lﬂcll wations, his maper should be
r2ady in about one weel, -V '

‘Ilso, Detroit I... ad Zlevelancd: 1,5, are working - ' -
or a joint nosition naper dealing with the inmpler entation of
a real wor-ing class orientation within the I.3,, containin?
specific programnatic Hronosals., It should be finished in
ti~e for the -ational Iabor Tractior Conferenee, vhere it will
be subiitted, ’

Cne of the bri ~ht notes of the last tvo weel's has
be°1 our success in establishing much-needed contact with the
other locals in our ~eocranhic region (Chicaro, Lan .xrbor,
Clavelar”), .2 were hi~hly inoressed hy the Chicazo people,
and cot a real shot iz the ar: Zron talling to the::. In
additior to a lot of perSOﬁal rapnort, ve found ovrselves
auite close to the— in ter—s of bhoth geicsral nolicical -
perspectives aud specific orisntation (i.e. tovards the sho»s) s
.e havé serious diffsrencaes, ou the other bhand, with the L
Lrhor corradss irn both of thz above areas; ve also feel that
their chapter is in no senge ~onelithic or rizicly dogiraiic,
and tha: continued contac’: and dialo~ues is very irnortant.
7iven the close nroxirity (402 &iles) hetween the two cities,
w2 have planned a series of joint - blnﬁ"

“he Cleveland croun is quits small, ancd even more
aroblen-ridden than we'arz, Ivr~ed the two rerbers (.ill
T, ard Cliff£-7I.) to bepin writinc you renorts, so you should
~et a c¢etailed revort soon. In any case, they are very short

on peopnle, and are in a hizhly factional city.
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I have delayed this renort a little in order to be able to
comment on the Novenber Moratorium events; anologies, “‘his-
one will deal with: November Moratoriur; other University of
Chicago; 5% strike; women's liberation; industrialization
program; members anc contacts; other orcanizations.

1. horatorium, As mentioned in the last report, the pon-
ularity of the October lMoratorius took us by surprise.
Immediately after it, we beran thinking about »olicy toward

the November Moratorium. ihe result vias the perspective en-
closed ("I. S. Policy towarc the Moratorium, " an internal do-
curent) which arc~ued for (a) raising our position in Moratorium
mass meetings if these occurred, (32) orzanizing a radically
focused action for November koratorium. .

(A) Them. ‘The Noratorium sroup at UC, as mentioned in the
last report, is by no means as onen as elsewhere. There had
been one meetineg before the first lioratorium; a committee was
elected there. after October 15, this group. arsued that their
election constituted a mandate for deciding the politics of
the loratorium for all time -~ thus, no ass meeting. Cur es-
timate was that dissatisfaction armouns Moritorium ranlz and
file was not creat enourh to malkke it profitable to agitate
nublicly for such a meeting, The activities »nlanned by the
tloratoriun for Novermber had g decidedly risht=wing character
and reflected the alliance between Student Government liberals
and YPSL ( yes, oh yes, YPSL has reappeared at UC) i.e, can~
vassing for Al Raby, forner civil rizhts activist, who is run-
ning for Illinois Constitutional Convention on what can only
be described, in every way, as a progressive platform (SG libs);
Picketing supermar™et around arapes (YPSL), .On the other hand,
the SG (leftt) wing alliance pushed throuch building for :
.ashinston “The canvassing and picheting activities drevw vir-
tually no particination ~ a total of about 15 peonle. Clearly
the Vashington —arch is eeping the lloratorium alive this
month. Nert month will probably be a blan% at UC - it is in
the middle of finals. Thus Januvary will be the date on which
athe Loratorium will survive or fall, We are considering
vhether to makke a Dush on the Moratorium organization then.

So as not to seem entirely nepative, it should be men-
tioned that Champainn-Urbana (U, of I11inois) has vhat seems to
be a really fine loratoriun croup. Jhey used to be an SuS
chapter (and, I thinlz, were into Pee and Free a year and a half-
aco) and have split from 3D38, They are raniz and file democrat
types; intensely suspicious of outsiders and we heard of then
only through a community orsanizer who used o be in our caucus
in S35, There's no PL or Weathermen, a few RYIIII onr neighbor=
ing campuses., ‘The U. of I groun apparently are explicitly anti-
inmperialist, oriented toward comunity organizing (T7%) and
chucked out a Hational loratoriun rep who came down to loof:
them over. Cur friend has made us a contact there, who has tvo
or three people with her, and e will probably be going dovn
ir December tofollow up. '

(B) Us. The first part of our nlanned activities having
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nroven unii tahle, ve concei,?a*nd o the

Wz made an nee with the local NUT cha EGL, wvhich igs
basically New La:* cadz~dics 7ith a r@ce;t S. 911 influz of
hard social de2s. This called For leaflets huildinz o a deo
araingst the “oi"ar Tor kiddle Bastern Studies and the 3tevenson
Iastitute Jor daternational ..Ilairs, hoth of which =iz in-
nocent gchlorghin. 2 oconculiation ( hut the Tenter is tied
to the 3tate Doa Ty q*ﬂv'}soz to K2 2edy 1'oora1s—om—
the-ouis). The eri~enciss of %nis alliance cqu dowz the con=
tent oFf the Tirst Two lzarflets, but tha Lner “OE in soize
analysis (nos. land 3)ars =nclosed)., he seconc mavrt of the
intended. allrance is om=roire activity (a) acainst university
institutes or irdividual »rofzssors, (p) with a orizing class
focus, nrorably GE (o222 helow), '

Uesnite a 1 , (”/tﬂerrees), aout 50 Tmeomnlz part-
icipatsad i tThe doﬂoarcra 1on ﬁov. 4, hside ,ro;itﬁq veather-
vhich reduced uher of poonld drifting in

%0 the dero - wre (a2) the yelatively
sophigticated an ﬁlwﬂiﬂ ro arctand thC.u@rmcts;_

(») the low W”VCI or al 1 c civity at J" this. Jﬁar,
Srobably rzlated o lag BT (c) 2
is vunknovn on ca~wus = tv' .
nare zgexerally "aowm, win cov-rage d : .
prorle marticipating vas at the lover od=e of

0

“he nuvher of
e weuld de 2 ag.a Sucec=2gs,., . HBAPirit wvas.-hich,
hish jinks (tonmue in chesiz), o
Fostocrint: I should nention the ?ofatoriug rally.  is
sefore, this vac called a “counvocation' 's the accent was cn the
big marmes =, Zrnest . Iruen im”,;uaegar Zhavez. ‘‘here were 10 ad=.
3

veational act1v1m;ea, i@ ueachmlﬂu, nlanned, Lhout 1/3 Tawer
ﬂeorlﬂ-¢ar“ to the rally trap iv Cctober, and a high proportion
of those loft whern it vas a‘éourcma that vTavcz‘"@ulcn t show
“he Lorptorium uvses these bir zares io a throuchly contentless
vay). -S8¢ this tine the loratorius was a spectator sport, and.
one whose apvelty was woaring off. ' o

‘\

f. Cther Taiversity of Chicamo. (L) .e have had a "curriculun"

prograr = lecalleting two froshian zen, od. courses with critiques
of coatent, 1 unsophigticated, the othoer (Freud)
nretiy 2o0d. ) the original idea was to work to for:

cavcngses in. Thie turpv out to have boen way pre-~
rature. Pf 31- thourht we ware %Zoo disresneciful /ar,_uhv,
c hege. reactions could Ho i’y
convnr “LlO“ Lot ot Obhcrﬂluv- 2 have aba:
DJerspective, until Yater. Chere ic one scctioh OF one COUrse .
vhere scveral of oir ' acto have beern attending,
aainly as antitors. , fossor (nember . cof one of.
last year's dipciniinary Coﬂﬂittw'u_uﬂd a forper TR lur nary=?
laynard Kruezer) has ordered tvo of us to stonr atiendinz class,
Je nlan.to loaflct on this.. Cne P1~b1y uucc”ﬂﬁful by-product
of the w»rozr 3 sneceh Ty Jaori u01""101n n.the status-cuc
content of Froudianig; this was attonded »y about 50 people,
hich by UC stﬂﬂﬂarg$,
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ssu2, which
Thove is a

; unclear wvay.
th ole wouam'ﬂ % 'f?LlO“ crous, Vo fiction Frojoct
(WRAP), ic lirping, herpored by diffue ion - there are (a) acw
acoptaz, (2) vﬂ“oll lcal" - a ,uqlij vory Nolitical - "sister-
oo™ ~aomlc, (e) RYM IX, (&) a couli PL, (2) ourselves.
Cur =articipation is hanexad b; i That. our woien ™
hors are incdustrializad, wo Lave onc contact wvho is able
©0 attond, buit onlvy on WRAF nﬂv ﬂ-o o¢ o goni=RYL I1
nyYosra, @f“wblj aftor a Tionht n ok Cur wonen rozard

WRAP as viahle rovosition this voar,

rou nughin-s

]l'v"

e Tha “icFﬂ* linegs fromn tine To
< LF =0 concyeta vole for uvs, The
1 i r'c Jinm Sheot-ilctal Vorlzors.

Thers wag o Tairly sicnificant black workers' ins urgency here

]
o

in, 2238, but thero sacms €0 be no kitter niciories, or, at

) st B
_khe “ovhﬁ* ip tharo o gisnificant resoninent apainst the
union TOar rship. Cuy thourhts onr gunnort have centered on
the didea of leafleting in workine class areas - shopding
centers or 2unliance stores. The leaflct would call for a
boycott of G foods ag concrets subdort; it would focus on

the imvortance of the woriin~ class sosing itself as a class.
s ho%e ©to involve UC »noorle in this wart of the on=-soing
prograr-nentioned alove: s

Lo ’oxel g Libtoration For sone nonthes this scene in vhica¢o
has baea confusaed, whe core of the UC group, WRAP, consisted
last year of womern who ar2 now in VWeatherians HRAP is on um=-
certain cround as enticnzd abhove, wher ~rouns were wolitically
in fluz, i the wecloend of ov., 1}, au 2l Chicaro woimn's
coniorence was “ﬁld in g onburb, wilth the iztention oxf fovring
a Chicaro Vo on's Likereation ~—roun, Cur wonen warticipeted,
presentine a b9;=:"Wu naner,

The conlerencs hag o b uvridorstood in the coltont of
croving, and contradictory, olivical diflcrentiatics in the

woran's overent, a2t least iz Chicaro, i Chicaro, sinec 1837
a :mlrly vital woren's —ove ont hag “rvovmy vl in conjuncition
vith "the” novenent, Two tendoncices vhich smisied clusviers -
the tendeacy o gubordinate woror's liberation to irwediate
DroZran, as raonvaesentld e.c. by PL, and the *4rdoncy woward
a rovenent separat or at least av"0uo ous frornr the pzneral

movement and concaraed only with wonen'’s npoliticos i warticular,
and conversely, ost woren vho were »rorinent in the novement
were heavily iﬁvolveo in worea's lieration. Nany felt,
however, a tengion beiwecr thege cornritirenits, aquestioncd the
nOoSs "i]itj of vcz?i“”,d.va,tvm1w Z2ox voren's liberation whils
repaining active in 1~Lﬁﬁrﬂt“” or~anizations, cte. Since

the breaken of 333 and the ab 0%3*10“ of a number of WRAF woren
iﬁ#o-UOﬂthﬂr neny the ﬁraviha~102@1 center which as it were held
the. vho thing tcgether has been reroved, and these teadencies
_havn heoun to appear. On tha orne hand, Wl essentially repre-
sents the nepgation of woren's liberation olitics, as does PL;
these grouss wers not progent at the couferziacs, thouzh it was
not clecar vhethor they hrad beer systenatically exzcluded or
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whether this ginply repregented their aon-participation in
woren's liberaiion. Or thoe other hand, prasent were:

'Curaelvc R7II 11, about whon mwre inm a norent; and a larsce
continrent of "sisterhood" peonlce, The theorctical leadership
oxi vhlg CTOL) dr”ULg tha* clasg annlysis does not anply to.
vonen(two versions; sinple, that lavi and other class analysts

vere nen; Gophl“"lcz‘tcds that woren'ys oppression dogs not flov
fror a nosition vigsea-vis production but froo caste, etc.) and
that a "new" ‘odc uf analysic, casite axalysis, rust be developed,
Partly fron % the validity of class analysis, and
parcly fror tho “o anelysis hag not been

“uyrvnu thot cost
vorized out so "wo don't hnow!, thio croup can deny the relevaiace
of class to JQH“PTS organizing, i,c., awgue for classless -
that is middle=ciago orgapi-’i“ﬂn Uo the arpuneint that class
divisions will LY appeared. in the wonen's
movenent, it reopondg that "it nay b:“ that the cormon bhond

o7 women‘s'opg;re'ssiow Illi ovcrco”: this. ‘Chis group generally
indulres in couie ist-baiting whencver noints of this

re uOC"au1C, cte, Cn the other hand,

kind arc raigsd - we ‘
hat it in socialict and revolutionary; it
o 7 2]

this orOuD arcvoes T

)

u@ﬁenz about political prinacy.

a
hat i

argues that costo iiberatlon will preceds and nalie possible

class war, cthough it ic not his means a literal.

i
scparation inio two stan

Cur analysis oo thet buliz of note very-political
worien fall in this groun, we nrepared argued (a)
MR

for the Oxlubol oI clasg, 4 within the caste ol women,
and for their reliatlicin to %he geno_ 11 claco divisions in
society; (b) fox OfuaulZIZ working vonen, largely on the trad-
itional srounds w@ use in 1w"u1497aooub tno vorking class -
concentration, coilective consciousness, 2tc.; it was argued
that offices and net Hroduction. lincs was the nost profitable
noint of concentration: (¢) rar Tthe welation hetvvwecen worien's
»nolitics and rcencral ;ﬁwulwtl-"-ry socisliot »nolitics; (d)
for the need Lor a conscious Holitical leadershin, 1.4, a
cadre orranization of worcn wita revolutionary socialist pol-
itics to give »Holitical leadershin. 4t least onc subsidiary
natter should be :entioned : it soens incredible, but, appar-
cntly on tho gtrensth of a rofersnce ©o nen as the inmediate
ents o1 oppragosion. cne Y. 5. wonan Whﬂ read this paper in-
teroremoo it as saying that "pen were tac.enery', not capitaliso,
as being"anti-nen’, and as caliing for ﬁruggle apainst men
and not against hgiballgr Cn the contrary; the paper ezpli-
citly nade the opposiie of every one of these pointu. (Liy - own
opinion was thet the digcussion of class diffesronces arong.
TIoTIeR Tas. Jﬂwk; this is a natier we are dlgcu sing in the branch)

v

lhlS Da;,k TIAS fair]y well receivad in the conference,
though therc wes a goud deal of false liberalisn (liberal .
falsenessT) = people who you Inewr did not share your analysis
at all would complinent you on the pater. Discussions with
veal

RYM I1 wonen revealed thom to be in a halfway house bhetiween
thq;r vonen's nolitics and their RYL LI politics. ”here was a
~eontradiciion hetw

c

C tween their recopgaition that black: and Latin
organ;zatipns are shitty on wionen,; and their arguaent that the
womgn’s noVveE: be "ander the lcadershin of bhlaclh and

browm wonen" wiho may have 2ecs develonad nolitics on the wonen

1"

LTy
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cuestion hut serhang more Jovaloped nolicics on ivperialism,
TThile recosnizing the jnstics of Younr lovds women foriiag

—

a senayate wonen's ormanivwation, on the auasgtion
”13*aer they wou camne i rds RYILL , 2tcC,

Kk
roorcant, it vn“y erc, as they

soretines seored, worren's moverent Lo
‘anti=i~mrialics, " their ve

It wes cloar however that = vas tromendous nolitical

difterontiation aroas the = "% 1 ainly because a large
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Long Beach Report

The major problem in the Long Beach branch is that it was formed by and only includes new members. Most of the twelve
members have had some experience in movement organizing (in high school, SDS, and Peace and Freedom) but no one is
familiar with the was IS conducts itself as an organization.

Otfe of the most important arenas for us is Harbor General Hospital. ve have one comrade w orking in the laundry room and
have recruited another. They have started a Revolutionary Union caucus with two other workers and have begun puttting out a
news letter called ""Vorkers Power" (which is attached). The unit they work iu is made up mainly of Black workers and CO's. -
There s a rival group calling itself Marxist-~bu: they refuuse to work with us and are content with throwing around “revolutionary"
slogans--they have aiso begun a paper. The unicn which is extiemely bureaucratic is negotiating for its first contract, so
most of our activity is to go around pressing for wider demands other than the union leadership asks for,

L e Y

Because of ‘our generai lack of theory we k use qur genterai membership meetings for education purposes and discussing
gen=ral persepctives, while conducting most of our activities through cur labor and campus fractions. Ve have b'e’gg'na weekly
picket liite'suipppoiting the GE boycoti with the hopes of eventuelly oiganizing a Long Beach strike support committee that
could relaté to more than this particular strike and would raise issues the union leadership won't raise. we arg in the
process of forming a women's caucus which will be of tremendous value for working within the \/umen's Liperation Movement,
One ISer was in the WLF leadership kefore jeing IS. e are the largest radical tendency in Long B Peach, (there is one CPer
with two syympathizers, no Plers, and 4 RYMites who have virtually no infivence). 've have organizied a book store which
is in the process of moving, but which is the only radical beokstore in Long Beach. Ve are working at Long Beach State
Coliege and hopefully at ;Long Beach City Coliege. (Long Beach is a city of around 350, 000; the home of very large
MeDonald-Douglass Aircraft--over 15, 000 workers in the UAYW, “a large oll town:and a major Pacidic Pori). wWe are
hoping our new bookstore will be dle to icontain a coffee huuse for GI's because there are many sailors aroun.d Long Beach.
They have therr own group called Movement for a Democratic ;Military which has.an excellent program (\:x,l_:i’tten:'_up:by

Jack ‘.‘_',’einberg in the LA Free Press), “ve have also been attending educational meetinggs of the LA;IS. i ...,

- .wGene L..; -
Coi;y of the text of Harbor Hospital leaflet, at the top there are two clagped hvaril‘ds..
E ~ORKERS POWER

This paper is published bb y a workers committee at Harbor Hospital as a communications media among workers, This
paper wiil carry various views on current topics., /e feel this media paper is vital 1o ail workers who want fundamental and
revolitionary change. \e believe such change is necessary for us to gain control over our lives.

‘e workers do not have contol over our lives. It is we who bear the burden of taxes, war, and poverty; yet we have no.
conwol over America's political, military, and economic institutions. Corporations choose the men we vote for, generals choose
the wars we die in, and corporation profiteers determine our wages and prices by monopoly despite our needs, This privileged
few, this ruling class, denies us our human digrity, our freedom aad democracy, and our pursuit of hhappiness, “ve will
tolerate this no longer!

/ Only by workers taking collective actinn can we gain control of our lives. This collective action means control at work
through bargaining andsirikes with or without the urion. The union is only meaningful when it serves the workers, A meaningfui
unior’is for workers power.' And workers power means collective action,

N ;'y'orkers‘ Power" is for all workers. ./e are forming a Levolutionary Union Caucus, vith your support we will be your
foicefor reaching other workers who wish to understand the revolutionary socio-poiitical changes taking place. But to
undesstznd fully we must ACT. This paper wili give examyles of how reople have struggled. All articles and political
thoughts will be ccasidered and prirtzd as long as we have the money and resources to print.

e feel the need for an indpendent paper not run by slow moving union”izadess", abt silencea by unelecged administrators,
nor Emited by revolutionary phmse mongers. :

‘/e will not be part of the silent majority. ./e want r+hat is rightfully ou s. ‘Ve're standing to speak for ourselves. \ve are
Vevolutionary worling people uniting to ;take control of our lives,

This MEANS A NE\ AMERICA, A /ORKING PEOPLES" AMERICA
DEagix If you are interested in or have questing about the Revolutinary Union Caucus now form jag, please call 1 632-8218 after
T pr, ;
REMEMBER LAST YEAR? '

Last year, around June, local 434 was getting organtwse. The County union was at the time trying to negotiate a contact with
the County supervisors. The union ;wanted the bbase rate of $385 raised, but the suupervisors refused. Here at Habor General,
the dnion sentiment was running high, and, in protest to the supervisors' refusal, the laundry workers had a 95%effective
walkout for one day. The day after the widllcat action the Supervisors raised the base rate to $417,

Thfg' union, of course, claimcd the credit for their bbargaining effort. The union cdaimed it had successfully negotiated

a $32'ssi raise for all employees, but that was a fasle claim, Only the base rate went vp $32,; the rest of us got only a %¥xx,,
22 gaise which was barely enough to recover what inflation (rising prices) had eaten away. In effect, the 322 raise wasno ¢
raise’at all!

There was also much enthusiasm by many union officials for the one day wildcat walkout, But when the shit started coming
down in the form of petty punitive measures and general harrassmens, the union was very fast to disclaim any association with
the wxx walkout. That's the very same walkout that got the $32 raise in tie first pak place. !
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Couﬂy‘ union was sery quick to remind everyone that it.was merely following the letter of the law, Fhe one whi_chh forbids
employees 10 Strike o\ aikout or do anything else that might force the County to start providing decent incomes
for us warkers. And when the County laid down a dx new rule requiring the firing of anyone who participates in any
wx wildcat action, the unien "leaders” are nowhere around. . } .
t's time for the union to start taking some real action to insure worker's a fair income. The union should (although it is
not now even included in its list of proposals) demand that the County recognize our inherent right to swrike, whichis the .
only real power working people have. Otherwise, we're only going to be ignored I and abuskd by the County.
I've proven my loyalty and committment to the urion cause. Now it's time for tie uunion to prove itself to me!l

i

S0 e UNIONS HAPPENING

Everywhere unions are struggling on behalf of their members. Recently, the IUE and UE united in a massive stru;gle
agzainst one of America 's gimnts, General Electric. For the last 20 years, GE has ignored the righteguus demands of its
150,900 workers. ‘y=11, all 130, 000 are now on strike, The type of contract they receive will determine the types of
contracts wotkers throu Jhout, America, including us, will receive. Please--boycott all GE products,: includin; Hotpoint,
1 hope o ong is purchasing yrapes.. Caesar Chavez andxx and the- United Farm /orkers are carryyng on a historic
struggle agains t giant corpotate grape g;rowers, including the worst offender of all--Safeway. Another product that
shoyld be boycofted is the Los Angeles Herald-Examiner whose workers have bbeen on strike for two years now. Please

don't buy it,_ it's a'shitty ruling class paper anyhow.

e must rerember that all workers are natural borothers and sisters, and that they figit the same struggle as we do.
We must sipport all strikes and boycp’ttts is we expect the same support in the futurz, UNITE AND FIBHT! -




Support the GE Strikers

OYCOTT GE

GENPHAL ELECTRIC WORKERS AT PLANTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY HAVE BEEN OUT ON STRIKE SINCE OCT. 27
in whai gromises to be 2 iong and bitter struggie for modest demands. In Chicago alone, 10
people were arrested an Lhe Uirst day. The workers are fighting the 4th- largest corporation
ta the VS and they necd the support of ofher working people. Tt's no accident that they
§ e v Sobe pebiiedty. tt's no accidont that the government threatens to get

PReogoes oo tuo fony ami hurts the war effort - in a war that no one
fuoshove, the only alties working people have are olher working peo-
: avs to aid the strike is to boyeott GE. This can be especially ef-
psimasbime . Public support also warns the government not to intervene and

take note of what's going on. Please support the GE workers by refusing to
cud prodoc s, :

Why the GE Strike Mattexrs

Lhe newspapers have called the GE strike "the most important sirike in 20 years."” For once
the papers are telling the truth. The strike is important because:

@ The elecirical industry has never really been unionized. GE owns so many c¢om-
pantes that its workers are in 13 different unions. No single union has ever
been able to hurt GE. GE wants things to stay that way. I1 wants to defeat this
strike so the 13 unions will go back to fighting each other instead of GE. And
the strike has to be won so that electrical workers can fight in unity.

® Industry is scared because 1970 is a year of big contracts in the major indus-
tries. The government and business are eager to fight inflation - caused by huge
war expenditures - by enforcing "wage guidelines" - in other words, to protect
profits by keeping wages down. This first strike against a giant company will set
a pattern for the whole year. If GE wins, other companies will be encouraged to
hold the line. If the workers win, workers in other industries all across Lhe

country will be encouraged to fight hard. THE GE STRIKE IS CRUCIAL FOR ALL WORK-
ING PEOPLE.

Society in Crisis

America is in a new period of crisis and as in all such periods, business and government try
to make working people pay the price. The government has spent over $100 billion trying to
hang on to Vietnam. Schools are overcrowded, pollution is poisoning the air, there is too
little housing. It won't be any different if the war ends - military officials have said
the military budget won't be reduced if the war ends - we will still have to pay military
contractors $80 billion a year. Inflation will keep biting into paychecks. Taxes on work-
ing people will be increased to pay for things which corporations like GE produced - like
air and water pollution. : i




Business and government offer a solution. They say the only way to stop inflation i§ to
keep wagyes down - "cool off the economy" - create more unemploymen? - postpone spen@nnq for
schools or public transit. All the problems will get warse. 'Proflts, of cpurse: will keep
going up as they have each year since 1965, A DIFFERENI'SOLUFION WOUED BE TO CUT MILITARY
SPENDING - but the Lig corporations and the military won t accept that. GE (for example)
owns plants in 23 foreign countries. It depends on the military to keep those countries
"stable." "Stability" means that GE takes profits out of those countries and that workers

there - as in the US - have to be kept under control. The "solution" business and govern-
ment have for the crisis in America is a solution in the interests of business, not working
people.

A Different Solution

The GE strike shows how working people are forced (o light, to keep their conditions from
getting worse. BUT EVEN WINNING THIS S$TRI(KE WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH,  Even when the CE unions
unite, workers in each industry still fight separate hattles against separate companies.

BUT WORKING PEOPLE FORN A CLASS - the workers in ati the different companies have essentially
the same inferests. ®ut just as GE tries to keep its workers divided into 13 unions, ¢ov-
erament and business Lry to keep the whole working c¢lass divided.

RACE 1S ONE WAY. Black people demand construction jobs. The white worker thinks,
"OK, bUt construction is slowing down - what about my job?" That's exactly what
business and government want him to think! It lets them off the hook. Instead of
oppusing wlack demands, white people should support them - AND demand that the

governmenl step up construction to provide enough jobs for evervone, white and
brack - paid for from corporate proflits,
MEN AND WOVEN are also divided. Women workers are paid less, yet worse jobs.

Most men think women should stay at home and take care of the children. But this
makes women litile better than slaves. The point is, the economy needs some Jjobs
Lo pay lower wages - so they are divided up by sex, and profits stay high. The
cconomy needs children to be born and brought up, but business doesn't want to pay
for it - so women slave away at home without pay. [Instead of accepting this, women
and men should demand CHILD CARE CENTERS, controlled by the clients themselves,

and paid for out of corporate profits.

[MPERIALISM. Patriotism is good but the governmenl uses it to fool people. The
government says we should stay in Vietnam because it would hurt "American pres-
tige" to get out. BUT THEY SHOULDN'T HAVE GOTTEN US INTO VIETNAM IN THE FIRST
PLACE. The US government isn't protecting the Vietnamese when it has killed 2
million of them since 1961. The Vietnamese are fighting for the same things US
workers need - the farmer is fighting to own his own land, the worker for a decent
wage (strikes are illegal in Vietnam). They are also struggling against foreign
control - first France, now the US, rules Vietnam through hand-picked dictators.

US. A US victory would be a crushing setback for the Vietnamese people. We do
not support the NLF leadership. We think the NLF will betray the Vietnamese wor-
kers - it will use the workers to gain power, then set up a dictatorship. We
should support the workers then. But we should also support them now, when they
are fighting to get the US out. That means demanding IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL
US FORCES FROM VIETNAM. NO "AID" TO SAIGON DICTATORS! HANDS OFF VIETNAM!

Working people can only defend themselves if they unite as a class. But more than that

in the long run, working people can organize society on a new basis, that of Socialism:
control of society py working people and in_the interests of all, not of private profit.
That's a long way ahead. But the way to start is for working people to see all workers'
struggles - black and white, women and men, blue collar and white collar - as their struggle,
Boycotting GE is one way to begin.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS (I.S.) - Chicaao chapter

Contact: 1S, 1212 E. 59th St. 60637



TOWARD A WORKING CLASS MOVEMENT

Already, more and more workers are moving into opposition to the war. It is not only their
direct participation in those activities already held, but also on the shop floor, by pet-
itions or merely th rough discussions that working class anti-war feelings are growing. The
working people make society go, and can also make it stop. As anti-war sentiment grows
in the working class, the idea of a NATIONAL WORK STOPPAGE readily presents itself.
Where the moratorium failed, one million workers could succeed, completely bringing

this country to a halt, and in the process beginning a movement that could end the war.

Before the national work stoppage becomes a real possibility, anti-war sentiment is going
to have to be greatly increased among working people. To do this, however, the MOVE-
MENT MUST BECOME MULTI-ISSUED, for workers react to the war on the basis of its
direct effects on their living conditions: inflation, taxes, speed-up, and unemployment.
Furthermore, there is no guarantee that these grievances will be met with an end to the
war unless the movement struggles over them now. Nixon has continuvously emphasized
that many defense programs are awaiting th e money currently allocated for the war.
Thus the anti-war movement, if it is to appeal to and hope to build anti-war sentiment
among working people, should push for the redress of these grievances too, SUPPORTING
THOSE WORKING CLASS STRUGGLES THAT DEVELOP, such as the G.E. Strike and
the N.Y. Telephone Wildcat. The following are some of the demands the IS believes the
anti-war movement should raise if it is to move in that direction,

DEMANDS

NO MORE IMPERIALIST WARS; withdraw from all foreign countries, end the draft. PROD-
UCTION FOR NEED, NOT PROFIT; end the $40 billion/yr inflationary arms production,
and convert to social and consumer goods. GUARANTEED FULL EMPLOYMENT; recon~
struction of the cities and expansion of public services. UNIVERSAL, FREE HIGHER
EDUCATION; end the upper and middle class monopoly. FULL EQUALITY FOR WOMEN;
end discriminatory hiring and public school tracking, equal pay for equal work, repeal all
abortion laws and a full day-care program. NO MORE WAR TAXES; end taxation of work-
ing people, tax corporations, banks and the rich. NO WAGE CONTROLS OR GOVERN-
MENT STRIKEBREAKING; stop subsidies to grape growers, FOR THE RIGHT OF SELF-DET-
ERMINATION for all minorities, right of local communities to control their schools, FREE
ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, including Gls. BUILD A POLITICAL PARTY OF THE WORK-
ING PEOPLE that will fight for and carry out these programs.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS
874 Broadway, N.Y. , N.Y. 10003
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new stage -- new strategy

During the course of Nixon's speech on Nov. 3rd, he clearly reiterated his previous
position that he will ignore the views and will of the American people in order to achieve.
"his" ends in Vietnam. He also stated that "North Vietnam cannot defeat or humiliate the
United States. Only Americans can do that. " Though we tend to disagree with this state-
ment, the import of the speech is clear. In order to withdraw all the troops from Vietnam,
the movement will either have to force his administration to do it, or in the long run
replace it wi th one that will. This is no easy task. :

" THE _;DEM'O‘C'R”ATIC‘ PARTY ALTERNATIVE

Already, part of the movement, through the Moratorium Committees, has been looking to
politicians in power as their way to end the war. Prominent speakers at many of the
moratorium rallies have been the McClirthys, Kennedys, and even the Harrimans. Yet it

is precisely these people, in a liberal Democratic Party administration, who were the
architects of this war, its major advisors and congressional promotors. TO LOOK TO
THESE PEOPLE NOW WOULD BE A DISASTER. Their objections to this war are not the
result.of a change in politics, nor do they repudiate any of th e decisions which led us into

‘the war. They. object only, to its messiness, and favor instead sophisticated counterinsur-

gency methods. They recognize that the extravegance of this war, both in economic
terms and the enormous loss of lives, coupled with mass discontent at home, no longer
serves the corporate inferests they represent. They'fear the growth of an uncontrolled
anti-war movement and seek to keep that movement within safe channels - inside the
Democratic Party. Once there, the movement's power will be nullified, freeing the
politicians to continue their various imperialist ventures abroad.

INDEPENDENCE NOT ENOUGH

An independent movement, as exemplified by the mass marches and rallies, is not enough .
The mobilizations served a significant function, propagandizing and building the move-
ment. Yet now, when massive numbers of the population have moved into opposition

to the war, that function becomes diminished. The main problem facing the movement
now is to take these people and turn_ them into a militant force. lt is mainly on this

qu estion that the New Mob ilization has nothing to say. ITS ONLY PROGRAM I ;
MASS MARCHES, AND THESE ARE NO LONGER ENOUGH TO SUSTAIN A MOVE- -
MENT. ‘ o - :

It is precisely the compasition of the most active segment of the anti-war movement
which makes the problem of direction so acute. Composed mostly of middle class people,
students, and professionals, the movement lacks the social weight and cohesiveness ‘
necessary to become a significant and powerful force by itself. In the past it has vas-
cillated between left-wing adventurism and Democratic Party liberalism. Even the
moratorium, calling for a work stoppage, and appealing to the same base, was unable

_ to interrupt the functioning of society, and hence of the war effort. The only solution

then is to move beyond this base, that is, towards the working class.
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1. 8, leaflet Cistributed at washington ioratorium, Nov. 15.
Written by Gay S. and Bill 2. '

WAR .aND WORKING P.EOPLE

On November 3, after much secrecy about a new foreign policy, Presicdent
Nixon finally addressec the American people. DBDut despite all of his
talk about a secret time table for the withdrawal of american troops
from Vietnam, his messaye was thé same as Johnscn's: tihe war in Viet-
nam shall continue.

iAs we keep pouring billions (f ¢ollars inte an unending, unpopular war
atroad, we are faced with inflation and urban decay at home. The bur-
don of this falls most heavily on workin; people through the death of
ﬁheir sons, higher taxes, speedups, unemployment, an actual decreadse in
feal wages over the past few years, deterioration of our cities, insuf-
ficient housin;, schools,; hospitals anc transportational facilities.
Inflation runs rampant cdue to the huge arms bucget (30 billion for Viet-
nam alone), Funds will continue to be funneled into arms and other
war-related incdustries at the expense of working conditions, real wages
and urgently needed services. "

The war must be encecd and¢ it #ust bLe ended now., Yet the only alternative
the "system" offers to the Nixon-~Johnson war policy are the liberal
politicians whe, now that the majority of the people oppose the war, -
have adopted an anti-war position in order to make themselves popular.

If any of these p011t1C1ans honestly favor encing the war it is becausc
they feel it cannot be Won anc has become more trouble than it is worth.
Their primary concerns are the interests of Lig business, They see the
anti-war movement as a tool to serve their political-careers and to force
certain minor changes in the system.

If we are tc end the war we must realize that the politicians are neither
willing nor able to end the war now, prevent future wars like it and change
the foreign policy that caused it. aAmerican corporatiuns each year gain
tens of biltions of dollars in profits from the underdeveloped countrieS.
"Eoreign aid" - paid for in taxes by american workers = maintain in power
rovernments which cooperate in the explcoitation of their work-fo rce

and resdurces. ss in Vietnanm, America's "friends'" are cictators and
tlﬂY rich groups at the top of societies in Latin america, asia and
nfrica. american corporations take advantage of low living standards

and cheap labor abroad, to get higher profits than they make from their’
own, better crganized working class. DBoth Democratic -and Republican
politicians Tepresent a system which is incapable of adopting a cemo-
cratic, anti-imperialist foreign policy. The liberal democrats would

o no better if they were in power. :

We must also remember that when millions of people protested the war

on Oct. 15th, Nixon did nothing. Dut if millions of workers all over

the country protested by calling a NATIONAL WORK STOPy»GE, it would:

bLe thhe beginniny of a muvement that coulc end the war. Workers have
always seen the neecd to fight arvund poor working cofdditions and in=-
adecuate wages as, for example, the G.E. Strike or the N.Y. Telephone
wWildcat, DBut bac conditions such as forced overtime, speed=ups on the
sline, the tax surcharge and the reduction in real wages are only in-
creased and in some cases initiated by the war. Organizing a NATIONaL
WORK STOPYAGE, then, i's an excellent way to bring together tine growaing
number of militant rank and file ‘actions within the labor force, and to
unite these actions with the anti-~war movement. Dut more than that, or-
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ganizing is a necessity not only tov end the war, but adcitionally, to

be able to_ fight ever increasing economic burdéns being placed on wor-
king people - because these strugiles are one.and the same.

Wwe feel that it is a good thinmg that tracde unions and groups like the
aliiance for Labor nction are helpinyg to bring working people to Washe-
ington, But it must be rememberecd that tihese same union leaders have =
consistently failed to protect our living standards and, more often than
not ipgnored our working conditions. This is not surprising if one looks
at the ties between .the Democratic Party and the union bureaucrats, It
was the Democratic Party that fot us involved in the war in the first
place and which on the local level does not hesitate to send in the

cops to protect scahs as they are doing for G.E. now, and, just ‘as the
union leaders .have repeatedly sold out the workers, so will the Demo=~
cratic Party again sell out the anti-war movement,

Dependence on-a party we do not control has undermined militancy and
self-reliance, & new party must be built, to represent black and
white workers and all the poor and oppressed in tiis country. Such a
party will have for its goal a demccratically-controlled suciety which
does not need t oppress foreipgn peoples and intangle itself in im-~
perialist wars. ' '

Given the crisis facing the country internally (both wo rking condltlons
and.the urban crisis) it is clear that only a social group with the
enormous potential power of the working class can force an immediate
enc¢ to the Vietnam war., Similar mass working class actions can force
other needecd changes. If the movement is to grow, its councerns and de=
mands must be broacenec. The demands shoulcd include:

NO MORE IMPERIALIST WARS ~ Immecdiate withcrawal fr m Vietnam and all
other f reipn countries = nn end to all military anc foreiyn
aid to corrupt and reactionary puppets - an end to the draft
and the abolition of the standing, army

PRODUCTION FOR Y EO¢¥LE'S NEEDS, not waste. proﬁuct;on and war profitse
end; the mere than $40 billicn, annual production of infla-
tionary arms-waste procducts, turn arms pronuctlon into pro-
duction, of neede¢ social andconsumer roods..

GUARHNTEED FULL EMPLOYMENT- through oroouct;on for need, reconstruc-

»tion of the cities and expansion of neede@ publlc services such
as hou51ns schools, transportation, hosp1tals, etc.

UNIVERSAL, FREE. HIGHER EDUCATION -~ end the upper: and midcdle class
monopoly on hirher. ecuction and the militarization of our'
universities by making hipher ecducation & universal right,

FULL ECUALITY FOK WOMEN =~ end the discriminatory hiring of women
and high school. tracking of women into service roles, ecual
pay, for ecual work, repeal of all abortion laws, and full day=-

. care programs, .

NO MORE waR TAXES -~ cend taxe s on the WQrk1nL people = no taxes on in=-
come under $15,000 - abolisli sales taxes - tax the rich, the
corporatlons and banks to pay for needed programs and
services.

NO MORE WAGE CONTROLS OR UNEMBY LOYMENT as a means of flfhtlﬂL in-
flation caused by the war and arms budget.,

NO GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES TO GKAPE GROWERSI— not ohe penny for, strike
breaking,

‘mmecont .,

— - - ® 5 R T s T



3 Gay S. and Dill v,
wasning ton Nuve 15 lcaflet
f0OK THE RIGHT OF SELE-DETERI{INATION FOR ilacks, Chicanos, Yucrto
Ricans, sacrican Indians = for community control of tic schools
and open admissions. :
FREE oLL YOLITICAL PRISONERS IN THE ARMY aND SOCIETY AT LuxGE CTr
SUILD a POLITICaAL PasTY OF THE wORKING JEOYLE that will figit for
and carry out thesc projyraas = the working and poor people
can never win thesce pro;rams or even protect their interests
through the Democratic or f.epbulican varites anc their poli=
ticians, liberal or conscrvative.

INTERNATIONAT SOCIALISTS is committed to the building of a m.vement
for workers?! contr:1l of industry anc¢ tuc state, a sSocialist cdemocracy
opposcd to capitalist an¢ burecaucratic collectivist ("Communist™)
class rule anc exploitation.

—_——
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GENERAL ELECTRIC wOKKERS ON STRIKE!
BOYCOTT GENEkaL ELECTKIC ¥iRODUCTSS

WHY 4 DBOYCOTT?

4 nationwicde boycott of General Electric procducts has bLeen called

for by the n.F.L, = C.1.0. The purpose of this boycott is to

2ic¢ the G.,E. Workers in their present strike., we uUIye¢ everyone tosup=
port this call by not buying pfoducts mahufactured by General Electric.

wHAaT DO THE G.Es WORKERS waNT?

i - : : ; . - .
For over seven weeks, 150,000 workers in 13 uniins have been striking
apainst the General Electric Corporation. The workers are united in
Jemanding a pay raise, skill Cifferentials, bLétter frievance procecures,
more union Security, and most important of all, a cost of living -
escalator clause.

WHY ARE PaYCHECXKS BUYING LESS?

As a result of the war in Vietnam, workers' real wages have not kept
‘up with continued inflation. Since 1965, tihe averaje real waj;e of
workers has declinecd., It is estimated that, during the 1966 contract,
thie average electrical worker suffered an inflationary real waje cut
of 271¢ per hour. Meanwhile G.E.'s profits rose 14.8% from 1066-68
and an astounding, 11% curing the thircd cuarter of 1969, G.,E. can easily .
afford to pay the wage cdemands of the G.,E., workers. However waith
wholehearted tacking by big business and the government, and under tue
pretense of combatting inflation, this corporation, tue 4th larpest in
the U.S., has turned the G.E. struggle into a test case for keepin_
the workers' wapes cdown while allowiny corporate profits to rise.

In fact, it is the vast expenditures on arms production and the war

in Vietnam, not workers' wape demands, which drive up prices. G.E.,
profiting, from its many war contracts, contributes heavily to this
gnflation.

wHY IS THEIR STRUGGLE OUKR STRKUGGLE?

“The G.E, workers are faced with a long strug{le to assert workers' neecs
sver corporate profits., G.E., management refused to enter into fair ne-—
gotiations. Their first contract offer has fundamentally remained une
changed. This tactic is one more way that management tries to bLreak
"union strugples. 4t present, the workers are receiving strike benefits
of $12 per week. Every week is crucial to the workers at G.E. and to
their families. The outcome of the strike is important to labor throuih=-
out the entire country for if the strikers are cdefeated it will be used
28 a prececent to prevent workers! wape demands from keeping up with

the risiny cost of liviny. We can help in labor's strupsyle by supporting

the call for a boycett of all G.E. products.

_COME TO THE AFL=CI10 R4LLY ON THE G,E, STRIKEY = THURSDsY, DEC, 18 -~ 7:30
pm. Macdison Labor Temple = 1602 South Yark Street

SUrPYORT YOUR FELLOW WORKERS - BOYCOTT G.E, YRODUCTS
Student Labor Committee =~ 251=0942



Leaflet to build GE demonstration -~ NY IS
STUDENTS, ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT: SU220RT B.E. STRIKERS

The recent, massive mobilization in Washington was ag@in. an affirmation that
the majority of Americans, are opposed to the continuation of the war in Vietnam
in any way. But.even as the size of anti-war sentiment steadily increases, the
war continues. In the past, activist sections of the movement have vacillated
between Democratic arty liberalism and futile, terrorist adventures, . gpeither
of which have made a dent in the ever growing war machine. Mass Marches for
immediate withdrawal, having been seen as an end in themselves, not the pre-
requisite for effective action, have also failed. It is precisely for this reason,
- the size of anti-war sentiment and the failure of its organized expressions, that
the anti-war movement must begin to develop a strategy for becoming a militant
force ¢apable of ending the war. IR s BF
Dart of the explanation for the recent phenomenal growth of anti~war sentiment
is that millions of Americans are beginning to recognize that the war is respon=-
sihle.for an inflationary spijrail which is increasingly eroding the real wages of
working:people.  Our society is decaying; while atrocities are committed in
Vietnam, we are unable to provide adquate $chools, housing, transportation,
medical care or full employment at home. Grants for graduate schools are
drying up, a meaningful open admissions program cannot be funded, yet the
government continues to subsidize the arms industry with cost-plus contracts.

_But as our society continues to reach a crisis and inflation continues to rise,
forces are being let loose which have the potential to effect real social change.
Working people, the most powerful;sector of an industrial society, due ©jtheir
ability to.bring that society to.a halt, are beginning to move against the economic

..consequences of the war. The new rise in workers'! militancy, as evidenced by

the G.E,. strike and the N. Y. te_lgphoné,wildcai;",_'is a result of a decline in real
wages directly atttributable to war inflation and war taxes.

Where a Moratorium conducted largelyby middle class Ilafaopre failed, a million
workers could succeed: interrupting the functioning of society and in the process
beginning a movement capable of ending the war and the policies behind it.

Clearly our mb_vem‘é;i'tg»'gmust begin to aictvirilw.a'y»s_‘”;\kzhich can heélp to raise the pre-
sent struggles of workers against the effects of the war to a struggle against the

war itself. Support for.the G.E. strikers, w'figi_!’axfe’presen:t’ly battling one of
the country's largest corporations. is one way.. ‘ : ) i

We must support not only the demands of the G.E. strikers (Equal Pay for Women,
Higher Wages, Better Working Conditions) but we must also demand a real solu-
tion to inflation and the conversion of the arms industry to production for social
needs . In addition, .-we.must support the boycoft of G.E. goods proposed by :
George Meany, but demand that this boycoit be carried through'to an extent which
Meany and the union bureaucracies in general, because of their ties to the gov-.
ernment will be against: a boycott of G.E. by its largest customer, the U.S.

overnment. G.E. is the second largest military contractor; its share last year
was 61, 620,000,000.

Demands such as these will link the anti-war movement and the new wave of
workers' activity, and provide the only course capable of ending the war and
changing social priorities. They point to a social system where production will
be carried out for social needs. The only such system is socialism: the direct
control of production and distribution by working people themselves.

: ; END THE ARMS ECONOMY !!
FULL BOYCOTT OF GE - NO MORE GOVT., PURCHASES FROM GE



 NOVEMBER 15th AND AFTER

leaflet - Boston 1.5,

On November 15, hundreds of thousands of people will be in Washington,
demanding the IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL of

- all American troops from Vietnam. Many of them will be students who
have played the most active role in opposition to the war. But ‘

STUDENTS ARE NOT ENOUGH

For it is those who have to work for a living who are the overwhelming
majority of the people. They produce the wealth of this country. They
build the factories and the schools. Theybuild the roads. They produce
the goodsthe goods and provide the services.

They also build ships and planes for the war. They load cargoes which

are shipped to Vietnam. They make supplies which keep the war going.
They pay taxes. They send their sons. Only those with investments abroad
and war profits at home benefit from this war and '

ONLY THE MASS ACTIVE O2P0SITION OF WORKERS CAN STO>? THE WAR
INITS TRACKS :

In face of conditions which have worsened because of the war ~ rising taxes,
inflation, and cuts in public services - working people have already fought
back as never before: through strikes (like the one against GE), ghetto
~rebellions, welfare protests, community organization (like the one for

rent control in Cambridge), etc. But even if the war were to stop tomorrow-
the struggle against those business and financial interests which started

it will continue. It will be a struggle against the unemployment, poverty,
racism and effects of a permanent war economy which are necessary to keep
those-same interests in power. So now it's time to struggle against the
CAUSES, not only the effects. '

YVear a black arm band on Nov. 15 to show your support for the Washington
‘march and IMMEDIATE UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL. No doubt,
some excuse will be given to keep the war going. So the fight must go on
AFTER Nov. 15, Speak to the people you work with about the war and talk
about how YOU can organize to stop it nowt! :

sk e sk o Sk sl sk ok

INTERNATIEON AL SOCIALISTS stand for socialism: collective ownership
and democratic control of the economy through workers' organizations .
established by a revolution from below.



Berkeley IS Women's Caucus Leaiiet
What Do Women Really Want?

) Last -Thursday about 80 women went to Harmon Gym to
enroll in the karate class there. They were told that they
could not enroll. They started to chant, soon Vthe campus
cops were there and .threateded to arrest the wo men on

trespass charges. BEventually, the women left. The Chair-
man of the P.E. Department was out of town,.

On Friday the women met outside the classroom where fhe
karate'class was meeting and demanded to he let in. The
campus cops were .there and again threateded arrest. Vilen
the men students came out of the class, the women chanted

“"scab students"., The women with some men supporters then
marched to the Chancellor's office where they met with 2 vice
chancellors and presented them with 13 demands. The vice
chancellors will meet with them again en Tuesday, Jan. 13,

This is not an isolated incident, but typical. Women
cannot take many other courses in the P.E. department which
are offered to men, e.g. fencing, squash, md handball. VWomen
ire-.expected to take only those v .E. courses which are
consistent with traditional ideas of feminity, that is those
courses that’ de-emphasizne physical strength and muscle
development., As a result women who do develpp their mus cular
potential are considered abnormal. The vast majority of
women being physically weak are vulherable and dependent.
They are prone to all forms of physical attack and therefore

require the protective presence of a man,

Of particular importance are the emotional certo nes of
rape as well as the possible physical damage, Many women feel
that some knowledge of self.-defense sueh as can be given by
a course in karate is necessary to combat this danger, This
may not be all the answers fos women, but women have the
right to take the course md find out. As it is, there are
about 6-7 raper per week on the campus. Most of these attacks
are on female workers and they occur at times when students
are not around such as late at night and during quarter
breaks. The working women on campus should alos be allowed
to take a class in self-defence on Unive sity time which
would aid in their seif-defience.

wwomen's physical dependence results in an absure -
inability to perform many daily tasks such as fixing househd®
items or knowing what to do when a car breaks down. So, men
are forced inte playing roles (like opening car doors) which
assume all women are very dependent.

a4t an institutional level discriminationa a gainst women
is masked by "protective"™ laws in California, Some of these
laws have a humane basis and should be extended to cover men,
such as the right to a coffee or lunch break every two hours.
Other laws discriminate against women such as the law
requiring separate bathroom facilities. (in this case, the
employer only hires men). Other laws such as the hws
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Leaflet

restricting the amount of weight & woman can 1ift should be
based on individual ability rather than sex. The University
participates in sexual discrimination on levels other than
courses. Women want open admission te the University on
both undergraduate and graduate levels, We want an end to
discrimination in hiring and more women faculty.,

As a result of exapgeration of physical depennden ce, wome n
become psychologically as well as physically dependent and
lack self-confidence. Physical dependence lies not only in
lack of physical strength but also in our biological functioning,

For true liberation, women must have free access to
birth control methods and inf ormation, free and legal
abortions on demand and child care facil iti es. Child are
"centers must be open 24 hours a day for seven daysaweek

in order to accommodate all w rkers. They nmustbe
professionally supervised, client controlled and employ er
financed, L

I.5. Women's Caucus Berkeley Campus Interm tional Socialists



OPEN LETTER TO THE TENANTS UNION

At tonight's meeting we are deciding whether to initiate
a mass rent strike in Berkeley. Only a small portion of the
renters in Berkeley are represented here and we clearly do not.
-presently have the forces to change the entire real estate
-8tructure in the city. But rarely do organizing strikes begin
with all or even most of the potential strikers involved, The
strike itself is ah organizing tool to win support @:d new strikersi
The most important question we face tonight is what strategy we
use in carrying on this strike to mobilize the thousands of =
Berkeley renters not present at this meeting and to win the support.

of the thousands of individuals and families who own their own homes,

THE LEGAL STRATEGY AND THE STRIKS

The legal strategy outlined here tonight is ong geod tactigc
but we must not rely on it if we wish the strike as a whole to .
make some significant change in the position of DBerkeley renters.

1) AL1}® the complicated legal procedures involved will be
burried. in’' the courts and it will be difficult if not impossible
to focus community interest or mobilize support around invisible
and intricate legal acts,

2) Despite the Legal strategy there will be some landlords
who will slip through the complicated plans presented here tonight
and will face evictions within the next couple of months, If we
have no strategy to protect them and do not even make a seriocus
attempt to defend them in some other ways we wWill only succeed
in demoralizing potential strikers, Tk theory that when renters
see somebody else being evicted it will make the renters more
militant is simply:wrong. In fact the reverse is true. Most
renters know how rotten the situation is, The reason they have
not acted up to this point is from a feeling of powerlessness.

The very conception of the DBTU is to show renters that through
collective action they can protect themselves and accomplish
changes. -If we do not prepare to protect tknants in ways other
than depending on the courts we will only succeed in reinforcing
the powerliessness that people already feel.

3) Some of the toughest landlords will see the cases a11
the way through the courts and their tenants W111 then face
eviction, We must begin new with collective action to prepare
to protect these tenants from eviction,

4) We must not count on courts handling our cases by normal

procedures. In mass political situations the courts have been

known to alter procedures and to make even flagrant political -
rulings. We .must not underestimate either the landlords' lawyers
or the political power of the landlords and therefore the possibility
of the courts finding some procedure to torpedo our legal strategy.
In general the courts are on the .side of the landlords, not radlcal
movements,

5) Wiaping mass p011t1ca1 support for the rent str;ke can
enhance ly our chances in the courts. To the extent that
We can win mass political support, we will undercut the ability
of the courts.to act flagrantly agalnst us. To the extent that 2
landlord knows that his troubles with his tenant will not be ‘
over even after a court grants an eviction order, the landlord wWill
be more likely to settle in the early stages while his case
is in court,

6) Finally, the legal strategy is based primarily on tenants
who are "uncollectables™ and therefore, against whom a large court
damage judgements are no real threat. We must develop other
strategies to appeal to the working ¢l ass black and white tenants




of Berkeley who are just as much gcrewed by the landlords but
who can be very sericusly hurt by large court damages.

TO BUILD MaASS POLITICAL SUPPORT

Building a mass movement has many different aspects. Ve
are not proposing tactics of small terrorist groups. On the contrary,
Every aspect of a political campaign must be oriented toward winning
mass active support so that there will be thousands of people in
the streets willing to take militant action IF NECESSARY to defend
the rights of tenants. And further we must win over the bulk of the
lerkeley Cemmunity to at least passive support for our movement ,

At the beginning such a campaign will entail a 1afge variety of
actions designed to publicize the rent strike and explain the issues
to the Community, We here present only a few possibilities for

~such actions. We hope that these will stimulate numerous other

ideas. DBut agdin, the main aim is to build the massive community
support we need to successfully defend tenants in the streets a s
well as in the ceurts and make the strike as a whole successful.

A) Most important, every tenants building group jointly with
the BTU, must take on the responsibility to completely organize
their own building. Through canvassing of their immediate neighbor-
hoods ancd some of the tactics proposed bLelow they could attempt
to get the commitment of residents of the surrounding area to help
defend against evictions. Every tenants group should berin now
discussing and preparing means of defending the building apgainst
evictions or at least making evictions as difficult as possible,
including such techniques as mass sit-ins, barricades, etc.

L) Hold regular open houses to which the Press and community
are invited with placards around the buil@ling pointing out gross
building code violations, rent, the history of the landlord, etg.

C) Tenants collectives should regularly picket their landlords!
homes, hould sit-ins in his offices, etc. '

D) Tenants mipght publicly (i.e., with press invited) take all
rats and roaches or garbage on the premises and deposit them on
the landlords' property.,

E) The BTU might launch a campaign on the city council to
insist that they tour various striking properties to see how bad
the conditions are. -

BE)The BTU should issue its own regular publicity throughout
Berkeley and not rely on the establishment mass media.

TOWARD WELL-ORGANIZED COLLECTIVES

Ultimately our ability to mobilize mass political support
and win this strike will depend on the orpanization and initiative
of the temant building groups, We must not allow ourselves to sit
back and wait while the strike is in the courts or we will only
succeed in dissapating our movement so that we can not act when
it is necessary, lie urge all tenants to devote their energies
toward organizing in their buildings and in the surrounding
communities, We have the possibility not only of making DBerkeley
a better place to live for renters but also of developing a movement
which can go beyond the question of rents.to take onm other issues
and replace capitalism with a socialist system which can provede
the freest development for every individual,.

International Socialists P.G. Box 910 Derkeley, Ca. 94701
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RESCLUTION ON THE GE STRIKE SUDMITTED TO SDS REGIONaL
SUDMITTED DY JACK GERSON
INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS

F

The GE strike presénts the copportunity for the radical
“movement still largely campus oriented, to demonstrate its
workingclass perspective in more than rhetoric. The strike
‘ is a test case for the Nixon Administration’s policy of halting
~inflation by a direct assault on wages (through maintaining
S Profits). If management succeeds, a precedent will be set for
" upcoming confrontations in auto, construction, and railroads.
7 Our orientation must be two-fold, First, we must raise
support for the G.E. workers in the anti-war movam ent as a
“'whole, making it clear that Vietnam and future Vietnams will
“‘only be stopped by ditching the war economy, an ¢ that the only
force capable of dbimgnthis is the working class., The arms
econgmy, with its guaranteed cost-plus contracts for the giant
def ense corporations, is the motor force behind the infiation.
The assault on wages and working coanditions necessary to main-
“tain corporate profits in the stagnating ecconomy have brought
workers militancy to the fore. We must relate this to the
ant i-war movement as a whole, stressing the need to 1link the
war with the inflation and the new strike wave. A large section
of the anti-war movement has come to see that it*has no
strategy for ending the war; that neither mass marches nor
Weatherman tactics can bring an end to the war., That movement,
“and especially the section of it on campuses, is (o ing to be
open to the fact that only by relating the war to the present
struggles of workers will the anti-war movanat ha ve @y strength
The GE strike should be the vehicle for draw ing these links.

As radicals, our orientation to the strikers themsel ves
must beg.n with support for their immediate demands, but most
go beyond this to raising demands which wil!l direct workers'
consciousness towards the root of the prob em: the camitalist
system itself., One way of doing this is bj.exposing the
class collaborationist role of the union it reaucrats. George
ileany, under pressure from the strikers, has called fa a
boycott of GE products. We must insist that GE's largest
customer be forced to comply in order for the beycott to be
really effective. GE's largest customer is the U.S. goverament
(purchasing more than 20% of total sales). When the GE strikers
press for a government bycott, Meany and friends will be hard
pressed to maintain their two-~faced position.

WWe must also demand the scrapping of the arms e nomy and
its re-gonversion into a system that produces for social needs
and provides productive jobs for all, The areseconomy,as
already noted, is behind the inflation (an indirect attack
on wages) as well as the direct attack on wages causing the
GE strike. The end of the arms economy coupled with production
for social necessities would mean a redirection of priorities
inimical to capitalism. Dy raising this demand, we will
help the strikers expand their consciousness fxm GE to the
entire social system,



GE Strike -2 Gerson

This orientation will enable the radical movement to
develop into a consciously pro-working class movement, in
priadctice 'as well as on paper, and will provide links necessary
for the building of a socialist movement led by thke wo rking
class, aimed at workers' control of the enti re product ve

-and distributive apparatus. Workers won't be convinc ed by

moralistic abstractions about the need to fight impefihﬁSSm

 and combat racism; these slogans will only become real when
injected in the course of workers' struggle s, White workers,

for example, should support preferential ¢emands of black

‘workers, but will only do this if at the same time they are

fighting around demands such as more jobs fer all, Only when
white workers see that in order to win class “demands 'they must
win the support of black workers will they support black
demands, and thus fight racism in a meaningfu'l way,

As a first step towards implementing this perspective
we propose that bhis bLody endorse and will organize for a

demonstration:

DEBEMBER 12, 1969 - 4-6pnm «+ 570 LEXINGTON



PAYING FOR THIS WAR 7

When Nixon tells us we must fight for "freedom" in Vietnam,; he means that
we, the working people of this country, must fight, giving our lives if necessary,
To protect the property of American corporations against the working people of
Asia and Latin America. .

Right now, the General Electric workers are on strike all across the country.

They are fighting one of the largest corporations in the world and one of the

major profiteers from the war in Vietnam. At issue in this struggle is whether

or not the workers are going to he forced to bear the full brunt of inflation, by

sacrificing any real waze gains to the prercgatives of GE and its need to maintain
. high profits. As the GE workers point out in a leaflet, "GE gets huge profits

from selling war material while working people pay the price in higher taxes, in-

flation and our son's lives.” If GE wins this battle, it will set a precedent

for all of industry - management profits from war, the workers pay. We should

demand a 100% tax on war profits! As long as troops ars not withdrawn from

Vietnan and U.S. intervention ended, let the corporations make the same sacri-

fices we're making. We'll see how long they support the war when they no longer

~ benefit from it.

AND WHO HAS THE POWER TO END IT ?

By now, the majority of Americans are opposed ito the continuation of the war.
Yet the fighting continues, while Nixon talks of his “peace plan" and liberal
politicians mumble about the immorality of the war. Why does this unpopular
way continue, and how can we stop it? :

The fact is, we don't have any control over what our "leaders" do. Whether
"}iberal’ or "conservative,” the politicians ave financed and contrelled by the
very interssts who profit from the war at our expense. Untli working people and
their unions begin to fight agzainst the corporations and their flunkey politicians
they cannot stop the war and will continue to pay in blood and doliars for it.

THERE IS NO “MIDDLE GROUND”

The Nixon administration has made it clear that he considers those in the
"silent majority" to be supporting the war. It 1s no longer possible to be
neutral when silence is taken for support. We must demonstrate cur oppesition
now, to make clear that we do not stand with Nixon! Let us stand with the GE
workers against those who would have us die to maintain their profits and privilege.

THE BAY AREA PEACE ACTION COUNCIL, SUPPORTED BY THE UNITED ELECTRICAL
WORKERS, 1412, IS CGALLING FOR 4

MARCH AGAINST THE WAR, GE

RALLY NOON SATURDAY DEC.13
GREENMAN FIELD, 66h8 E14St1. Oak.

. i SRR G T A A
NOMATIOH T TR, TRAN EMER PLANT NEAHDY,

Name , Address ‘ Phene
Occupation I weuld like mere infermatien about the I.S.
I weuld like te jein I.,5,

Send to: INTERMaTIONAL SOCIALISTS PO, Box 910, Berkeley, CA 94701

——



the War . GE.

The Bay Area Peace Action Council has jeined with the United Electrical Workers Union

to call for a mass rally and march against the war in Vietnam and in support of the

strike against General Electric Co. This action Saturday will be the first major anti-war
action in the Bay area since the S.F. march. It will be an important step in building

the anti-war movement among workers, whose own struggles against exploitation are

aimed above all at the giant corporations, like G.E., which profit directly from the

war in Vietnam.

RALLY AT NOON SATURDAY DEC.13
GREENMAN FIELD, 66th & E14St. Oak.

THEN MARCH TG G.E. TRANSFORMER PLANT NEARBY.

The strike against G.E. itself has resulted in part from the war. While G.E.'s profits
have soared in the last three years, G.E. workers have been left with less real income
than they had to start with. Nor is G.E. an exception among the giant corporations.

All U.S. business is fighting the war-exacerbated inflation -- by squeezing wages, raising
productivity at the expense of workers, and trying to smash workers who resist. But the
workers on strike against G.E. are resisting. Their struggle is crucial toall workers
who are being forced to pay the price of the war, and crucial to the anti-war moveinent ,
which will gain enormous political strength if masses of workers, in their own interest,
start to fight against the war in Vietnam. ' ' '

" Leaflet East Bay plants on Wed., Thurs., Fri.:
- Carpools from Bancroft &Dana at 3p.m.

People are needed to help publicize the rally and march at East Bay factories .Leaflet teams
will leave Bancroft & Dana at 3 p.m. Wed., Thurs., Fri. for local plants. It is important
to contact -as many working people as possible, to explain the need for action and win

their support.

Berkeley Campus International Socialists- -

labor donated



o i DIATE WITHDRAVW AL ?

B leaflet - Boston I. S,

The U.S, did not get involved in the war in Vietnam because of a "mistake'!,
except in that the governms<nt was mistaken in judging how hard the Viet-
namese would fight against foreign domination. Especially since the end of
World War II; the U.S. has consistently stepped in whenever an underde-~
veloped country has tried to raise itself out of poverty in the only way it
~ould; by fighting aghinst the domination of the foreign corporations and
their local allies and agents who drain off the national wealth.

Vietnam and the other under-developed countries are important to big
business because they are a source of chozp labor which can drive American
workers' wages down and profits up. Because they are a source of cheap
raw materials to run corporations’ factories. And because they ate a
source of markets which can be monopolized by U, S. businessmen to make
aver. move money for themselves. BUT NOW, MOST IMPORTANT CF ALL.
VIETNMA IS AN EXAMPLE TO THE REST OF THE EX-COLONIES OF THL
WORLD. If that tiny country can defend its independence against the U.S.
it will be a tremendous encouragement to the national liberation movements
of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Even now we're beginning to hear
2bout new "vietnams' in Thailand and Laos-

Regardlz_. of how one feels about the NLF, the fact remains that they are
“Tictnamese fighting against a foreign power and its puppets in Vietnam.
The Vietuamese ave the only ones who have the right to decide what happens
in Vietnam. The U.S. has no right to decide anything for the Vietnamese.
As socialists we support the right of nationa to self-determination.

The Vietry-"-ese ztruggle has forced the U.S5. to try winning at the conferenc~
table what it has failed to win on the battlefield. '"Negotiations", token
"withdrawals" , '"reasonable compromises,' so-called "Vietnamization'" -- a. .
are attempts by Nixo~ = the other phony politicians (McGovern, McCarthy,
Kennedy, etc.) and the business and financial interests they represent to
win the war ''peacefuliy'" . Americans should not buy this bill of goods.
"MMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL OF ALL U.S, FORCES
-~ Jae only way to sicp the war.
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On the [iddle dast

In the seven or eisht weeks since I wrote and sub=-
—itted an addzndum to hayne rrice's position paner on the
. iddle 3ast to the Convention., I have been exposed to some
new information and arpurents and have done sowe re=-thinking
about this docurent and =y position on the issue. I now
come to the conclusion that I must disavow the docunent and
urge its withdrawal from the U's consideration, as 1 would
vote acainst it myself now, 7“his should not be interprcted as
being similar to 3talinist-style "gself-criticisr" and admission
of trrord. I simply have changed ny mind or 2 few things,
particularly the role of the ionist "left" in strengthening
the bourrseois class rule inisrael and the inperialist re-
presiion of the ralestinian Arab people (as well as Israeli
SeWs ). -

I maintain the necessity for revolutionary forces,
both Jew and Arab, to strive to corhat the %Zionist drive for
national, as opposad to class, unity. Althouch I am very
pessinistic about revolutionary prospects in the forcsceable
futurc, as Corrade Irice's analysis implies, our position
should be onc of a derand for imrediate withdrawal frorw the
occupiad territories and the move toward do-ziornization that
would alwost assuredly come about the sare tiwe,

is I stated in my original docurment, the revolutionary
transformation from below that carn and eventually will ac-
complish the only true liberation of both Jewish and Arab
peoples, cannot be acheived until thers is a diminvation of
the national chauvanisr that exists on both "sides," Con-
sistant with this soal, it rmust be the task of I3 corrades to
actively combat the argurents of thosc on the left whose
opposition to sionist imperialis~ and oppression lecads ther to
what is, in eoffcct, support of Arab national chauvanism == be
it disguised as "revolutionary socialist" or "apti-irperilaist?
Thusly, we rmust not sit on our asses and wait for solutions
to present themsclves, .o should actively support and publi-
cize in overy way possible the Israeli anti-Zionist left and
similar internationalist Arak croups and we must voice our
oppositiorn to ralestinian group' use of terrorism against civ-
ilian populations which-- unlifte massive rosistance in the
occunicd territories-- serves not to bhuild revolutionary-der=-
ocratic consciousness in the Arab —asses, but only to build
intensec national chauvanisr: amouns all classes of the Jewish
pcople (not only in Israel, unfertunately, but throuchout the
world), ‘“This Jewish national chauvanisr makes inevitable con-
tinucd national conflict (and perhaps aven nuclear conflict)
and preatly hinders the class strugzlce amoung both Jewish and
Arab pczoples, we must actively present an internationalist
revolutionary-denocratic alternative to both the oppression of
the Isracli and Arab ruling classes and thosc on thc left whose
policies do nothing but feed foolish romantic notions of
"yevolution" and strensthen the drive for national urnity among
both the Jewish and Arah neople,




 “The GE Strike and the Myth of "Progressive" UE

by Ted Dibble
Berkeley Campus IS

Officials of the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers
(UE) have long claired for- their union a leading Positicn in the
"progressive’ wing of the American labor roverent. This argument has
been accepted by many radicals involved in support o the GE strike.
However, even a brief exariination of UE history is sufficient to
- dispel thks illusion. - B S ' _

The UE was a founding member of the Congress of Industrial Organ-
izations. After a series of militant drives, the union organized
virteally the ‘entire electricgl industry, including GE, Westinghouse,
and RCA. Within a short tim, the UE ranked as one of the CIO!'s Big
Three, ' it : a - -

The CIO arose out of the conditions created by the Depression.

Forming as the Committee for Industrial Organization within the older
Arerican Feperation .of Labor in 1935, it represented an important ex-
tension of union Influence into production line factories. It opposed

the conservative ideas and extreme bureaucratization of the AFL,

The AFL, under the influence of its narrow craft orientation, had
long considered industrial workers unorganizable. The AFL leadership,
already. used to the comfort of its own domain, was frankly opposed to
new innovations, and refused to mount a campalgn to attract workers
it considered outside its jurisdiction, The fight for industrial union-
ization. could only be carried on within the AFL.against the resistance
of The 0ld guard. The CIO was officially formed in 1938, when indust-
rial unlons were exrelled from the AFL, CIO succesg quickly began to
Prove wrong the out-lived ideas of the AFL leadership. . »

Militants: of all:hues, united only by the desire to see the rise
of strong unions where none had previously esisted, participated in
the fight for the CIO, including members of the Corrmnist Party. In
its early years, the CIC experienced rapid growth and expansion. In
this situation, it was not difficult to rise to positions of power in
the rewly formed unions. This rise was éespecially easy for those
Political parties possessing disciplinéd cadre ard - clearly defined
goals, as did the CP. In accord with its customary bureaucratic man-
uvers, one of the CP's majorigoals of this period undoubtedly was to
accunulate positions of influence within the CIO,. and many of the new
unions became top heavy with rembers of fellow-travelers of the CP.

tilthin the CIO, ‘the UE became the vajor base of the CP. In fact,
the CP was dble to control the UE more tightly than any other CIO
union in which it was . active. Most of the top echelon leaders were
elther members of the Party or glosely under its influence, the kind
of men who were said to 'cheat the Farty of dues." After 1941, the
union was headed by Albert Fitzgerald, Fresident, James Matles, Organ-
ization Director, and Julius Emspak, Secretary-Treasurer.

The 5Stalinist partnership of Emspak:liatles actually ran the union,
Fitzgerald served as little nore than a slow-thinking cover. Whether
elther Matles or Emspak ever actually joined the CP isof little im-
protance, since.both followed the Party line in all things. These men
in turn appointed business agents and lower-level union officials. The
Precondition £fr holding these posts was substantial agreement with
the official leadership. - B = _

... The early years of the UE were 1ts best. The ‘union pursued a
militant course in its drive to attract workers. -It could have done
less only at the risk of fiailing to organize the electrical industry.
After 1937, however, the UE, and the entire CIO, had rassed the days
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of 1ts most rapid growth. The wave of sit-down strikes in which .
CI0 was born occurred during a period of relative properity from '35
to 1937. In 1837, the economy broke down again; this time, the de-
pression was more severe than it had been in 1929, Only with the
mobllization of the econdmy for war production was the depression ove:.-
core in 1941 or 142.

Throughout this period, the Stalinkit line in the CIO followed(
cvery turn made necessary by the foreign policy of the Russian statc.
The period of. the founding of the CIO corresponded to the "People's
ﬁront”'lnﬁerlude, when the CP urged all those opposed to fascism, {rom
_Progressive! capitlaist to factory worker, to combine into one ﬁappy
family for the purpose of defeating fascism. The "People's Front" was
proclaimed because Russia was seeking an alliance with western
capitaliiy powers against Nazl Germany. Prerequisite for the succsiii-
ful culmination of this alliance was moderate and respectable con-
duct by Communist Parties in the West. Thus as early as 1937, the
Ams?lcan CP was loudly proclaiming its opposition to'“unauthérized"
iggﬁgggtg?icg’weg% detrigental to the '"mational inierest.! Shortly

‘ nhe opened a campai i 1
Franklin Réosevelt'spthird te?g?algn in the G10 to galn support for
. .The signing of the Hitler-Stalin Pact changed this. The Pact
7as a mutuml non-agression treaty designed to give Hitler a free
hand with his western opponents while Protecting his eastern flank
and which ratified the division of Poland betweén Russia and Germeny
_Invagcordance with this new development, the line of the CP took‘the'
required turn. Even though the CP never publicly renounced thelr
ggp%grtvgf FDR, they now loudly opposed American entrance into the wa:
militgrié%e ofdthe Allies. The new propaganda was anti-war, anti-
- WatéW%?d.pro—class struggle. "The Yanks are not coming,' was
. The Hitler-Stalin Pact was to last less t ; 7
vrocen in 1941 by the German invasion of RusSig?nNggoa¥e%£§’w?%g %%2
%zls powers, Russia was thrust into the camp of the Allies. This ne:
purn.ln the world necessitated a change of course for those Communi ‘t
%a€§;es n countries which, until yesterday, had been lined up a éﬁ*sﬁ
5%%gé?ﬁgbggtgggegggnd phe%ﬁelves on the samé side in the war. Fo§h5515
ook inte on in 7 ; Sunc i 15hed
- Suggog? t%ﬁir 10 nationglvggf 2%%0?% these adjunct Parties rush:d
tbediently, the American CP chan . '

%ﬁglgiglé?eg%c?p e%trance to the war‘%ﬁ?ycgggs%hghgrgggt{ngggvgiegf
. Bad ‘Hhe oot %Oégf act. Now 1t found itself back in familiar territory,
o e erous of interventionists. Patriotism became the
o ,%ﬁ of the day, and the Part~ rivalled the American Legion in
;blf%g e flag., The logic of this posttion finally 1led to tﬁe dis
;urgtlgg of the Communist International in 194%. In this kcountry e
Al enthusiasm for capitalism sair the YOung Communist Lea ue’ K
subsuted nto a student front group, and the CP itself was re Cemniner
%ﬁ a 'DPolitical association." These actions were ‘taken t V%organldey.

e a%}lapoe between the USSR, Great Britain, and the U “% g gengthcn
(e ppiithin the UE, 1941 and the invasion of Russi he eleotio
0t Albevt Fitzeerald 4 ; e L L Russia saw the election
of compl g O union presidence, signalling the assumpti
i iplete control over the union by the Stalind et
UE became a fully 514 [ y the ostalinist faction. Now the
Dfrioinn long J pllant tool in the hands of Matles and Emspak. Th~
Fleas for Mnationad ity ana Boguit by B seocttise e Mo dn i
ana oapits 1] Aldc. Ly, & quUa 11ty of sacrifice" between wor

Pitalist 1& the war effort. Workers were to give up the'riggiker
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1o strike, thereby losing the only means by which they could- defend
their standard of living, Capitalists, on the other hand, were to -
make the "sacrifice" of converting from peace production, which had
ceased to be lucrative during the Depression, to war =x product;on,
and astronomical profits, HOwever, UE officials claimed ”eau@llty )
.of sacrifice” was a burden imposed on all by the necessary tribula-
tions of the Second World Var. o R o B

These arguments provided the smokescreen behind which attenpts
vere made- to suspend the class struggle for the duration. Strike§,
hurt the var-effort] &o:thé .Uk bureaucracy signed blafket no-strike
Pledges with management, and was able to introduce piece-work and -
"ineentive pay." The result was a vicilous spee-up of the work process,
Pitting worker against worker and seriously damaging labor solidarity.
At-one point, UE officials urged all workers to make a contribution
to the war effort by increasing their productivity 15 Per cent.

- The Matles-Enispak leadershi]D even went so far as to expell UE members
who failed to meet war-time production Standards, and asked manage-
ment to lay off workers for the period of their expulsion. Often
vorkers who were careless enough to voice dissatisfaction wirh .
Piece work at union meetings were expelled on charges of engaging in
a "slow-down." The UE war policy was made explicit by Harry Bridges,
longshore leader and ranking Stalinist spokesman, when,. in a speech
before the San Francisco CIO Council, he said, "To put it bluntly,

I mean your unions today must becone instrunents of speed-up of the
working reople of America." In a short tire, wages in UE-organized
Plants were among the lowest in the CIO, - =L

Under the influence of round after round of anti-labor neasures,

Profits boomed as never before. The most successful businessnen
were able to raise their average after-tax profits 200 to- 300 Per
cent above rre-war levels. Workers! Productivity increased during
the war by more than 25%, while wages rose less than 1%. With a
government~imposed wage freeze, and inflation induced by the war
econony, real wages plumneted downward,., Gains fought for and won in

- the early days of the CIO were lost, sometimes irrevocably. As
living standards declined, the number of strikes closely follwed
Trofits in an ascending spiral., This new rash of strikes was but a -
foretaste of the post-war strike wave. ) :

PCST VAR UPSURGE:

The end of the war was.preceded by a wave of wildcat strikes
during 1944 and 1945, While the war was still on, workers had to
fight not only the governernt and their employers, but the un-

~abashedly frank allfance with then into which their own unions had
entered. Although workers had fought hard to maintain their standard
of living during the war, their efforts were hampered by the no-strike
pledge, a wage-freeze, and incessant Patriotic DPropaganda in the
bourgeols ress. The war-time strike wave gave warning that old
~grelvances would soon be settled. . I
, The end of the war brought with it the specter of mass unemploy-
ment, thus fueling an already tense situation. During the less than
four months between the surrender of Germany and the surrender of
Japan, more than one million workers were laid off. Within a month
after the war had ended, more than two million additional workers hads
been forced out of work. )

V-J Day swept away the last restraints and ushered in the greaﬁs
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est labor offensive in American history. In the year after the war
ended, over five mlllion workers participated in strikes in all major
Industries. This strike wave came closer to & general strike than

anything the US has ever witnessed. : , 7
The Communist. FParty: had seriously misjudged the mood of the work-
class, Even before ‘the war had ended, the Daily Worker, organ of the
CP, had begun to press for the adoption of a permanent, reacetire no-
strike pledge. A Permanent pledge, so the argument went, would make

Productlon continuous and thus ensure a steady wage for all workers.

- This orientation inevitably found repetition withih the CIO.
Such labor savants as Harry Bridges were quick to pick it up. No less
quickly, Albert Fitzgerald, UE president, began arguing for retention
of the no-strike pledge after the war. In a 1945 speech before UE
members in MinneapDolis, subsequently reported in UE _News, Fitzgerald
stated, "As far as I am concerned, the no-strike Dledge was not made

Jsut for the duration of the war.' ’

’ Even though they wished to follow their old course, UE officials
were subject to the same Tensions which beset every other union bureau-
cracy. Under Dressure from the rank and file, UE leaders were forced
to adopt at least a verbal militancy. In this atimosphere, union
posts could only be retained by acquiesing to the demand for action.
In short, leaders could either ride the crest and accede to the strike
demand, or be. sweDt out of office.

The strike against General ilotors in 1946 was the out-standing
strike of this reriod. In an effort to regain ground lost during the
var, the strikers, led by Walter Reuther, demanded ‘that wages be in-
creased without any price increases by the corporation, The workers
hoped to raise the level of real wages, and to slow dowm or stop in-
flation, which had been playing havoc with their incomes throughout
the war. This could only be done if their galins were not eaten up by
2 new round of price increases set off by GM. When the industrialists
complained of their inability to meet thig demand, the strikers
demanded that Gil open the books, and try to prove its caseé: )

Tre central demands of the GM strike: "fage Increases without
Frice Increases," and, "Open the Books of the Corporation,' went far
beyond the usual strike issues of wages and hours. The strike linked
‘together wages, prices, and profits, challenging traditional methods
- of indws trial decision-making, and guestioning the exclusive right of

the capitalists to fix the rate of profit. '

The loglc of these demands went even further. Ultimately, they
-raised the ProspPect of the direction of the entire economy by organ-
ized lapor. If the corporations proved themselves incapable of railsing
vages without setting off a vound of price increases harmful to the
entire bPopulation, if they were incapable of ruming the economy with-
out- throwing it intc chaos, the logic of the strike demanded that the

%niins call for the nationalization of industry under workers'!' con-
rol,

Although the conservatism of the UAw leadership prevented them
from pursuing this logic to its conclusion, the GM strike nonetheless
~remains the most poliftical strike in The history of the American- labor
novement. For 113 days, ®ne of the largest of industrial glants was
completely shut down. ) ,

The role of UE officialdom in the GM strike was anything but
salutary. The GM strike vas only one of a number of strikes called -in
virtually every basic industry. The CI0, however, failed to coordinate
these strikes, so that the workers! full power was not applied sinul-
taneously throughout industry. The UE was a prime offender in this re-
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gard. The 275,000 UE workers in the electrical irdustry were sgheduled
to go out a full two months after the auto workers.. The GM strikers
were thus allowed to bear the full force of the back-to-work move-
ment initiated by Truman and the bourgeois press. Even'worse, the
Matles-Emspak leadership refrained from calling out the 30,000 UE -
workers in the General Hotors Electrical Division. These workers were
to be called out with the rest of the workers in the electrical in- -
dustry, two months after auto workers in the same plant had gone out
on_strike. Even the most elementary considerations of labor -Solid-
arity dictated a different course, but UE officials remained adamant

even after CI0 officials had issued a public strike appeal to the UE 7
workers. Matles and Emspak thus Prevented the auto workers from app;y—
ing maximum pressure against Gii. These Stalinist officials Proved, if
nothing else, that they knew how to be first-rate scabs. - X
- Following close on the heels of this betrayal, the UE bureau-

- cracy was to match it with another. CIO leaders at first demanded a
30% increase in wages in each of the strikes in which their unions
were 1nvolved. Under Pressure, this demand was scaled down to a min-
imum increase of 19% cents an hour. T

In the third nonth of the GM strike, after electrical workers
had been eout less than one month, UE officials negotiated a settle-
ment with GM behind the backs of the other strike leaders. James
Matles met secretly in Detroit with representatives of General Motors.
There he agreed to a wage increase of 18% cents an hour, a full one

~ cent an hour less than the UAW was demanding, thereby accepting a

wage increase below even the minimum demand of the strike,and far
less than the original demand. -

The prerature UE settlement helped to boost back-to-work - ) ,
Pressure, and deprived the auto workers of valuable material aid dur-
int the strike. For the second time since they went out, UAW workers
were forced to watch as the electrical workers crossed their Picket
lines, and returned to work. In addition, the Matles settlement cut
the ground from under the other striking unions, since their new
contract tended to be the basis on which GM and the other enployers
Pressed for an end to the strike., By their actions, UE officials
betrayed not only their own sembership, but the UAW workers as well. )
This attempt to break the Gif strike wam not an isolated event,

During the period of the People's Front, and the Second Vorld Var,
Stalinists in the CIO had also acted as scabs and strikebreakers.

Never breaking with their reactlonary, anti-labor policies of
the Past, the UE leaders simply extended then into the Dost-war
Period., However, the overriding consideration which motivated UE
officials was the attitude of the Communist Farty to Walter Reuther,
UAW leader in charge of the GM strike. Originally in league with the
Stalinists, Reuther had parted company with them in 1939, By 1948,
they and Reuther were fighting each other for control of the union.
From the start, the CP fraction in the UAW had attempted to cool
off the strike. The Party wished to undercut Reuther's Position by
meking it appear that he had bungled the strike. With Reuther dis-
credited, their only formidable opposition in the UAW would have been
out of the running. To this end, the CP was perfectly willing to let
their followers in the UE sell out the auto workers., o

The striking thing about WE conduct in the Gl strike 1s that it .
occured several nonths after the CPig highly advertised, post-war
"left turn." It occurred after Earl Browder, national secretary since
1929, had been expelled for leading the Party on a "revisionist"
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comrsenmAnd-finally,‘aftér‘afnew'programfhad been adopted which

Pronised-a return to "Marxism~Leninism" and "militant struggle" o -,
the workers! interests. - S S

SELIT IN THE CIO: .

Despite its blatantly reactlonary and unpopular Practices, the
UE bureaucracy was able to retain btwer during the war years., In ' -
this, it was lnestimably aided by Phillip Murray, rresident of ‘the
CIn. D4, et : »f : _ T
Murray was not a Stallnist, and, during the interval when the N
- Hitler-Stalin Pact was in effect, had frequent skirmishes with CPers’

in the CIO., After the German invasion of Russia, Anerican and Ry
Russian imperialism, while still in conflict, formed a marriage of
convenience to fight a cormon enemy. When this turn was reflected in,
the CIO, Prillip MNurray once again became the staunch, though silent,’
ally of the CP, If the UR leaders, and Stalinists like thenm in the'
iabor novement, were able to retain their union Posts, it was only -
because they had the tacit support of Murray. Workers were never able -
to break this alliance, While it exlsted, it prevented wide-spread
discontent fron breaking intc effective action. N

With- the end of the Second World War, however, American and
Russlan inperialism ceased to be bound together by the necessities |
of self preservation‘vInternationally, the Cold War was coming on .
apace, As the East-Vest gulf widened, it was reflected by the = =
Stance of the American Communist Party. The Soviet Union wished to
extend its war-tire alliance with Vestern capitalim inte the Dost-
var perilod, This required the CP to adopt a "left" course, in order
~ 1o apply bressure to the Democratic Party and the goverrnment, and

Preserve the old alliance. Led , - Lo
- - The Moscow-Viashington split was mirrored in the CI0, Largely
because the CIO had always been a major arena cf CP involvement, the
Cold Viar was to taxe its first victims in the labor unions. For its -
prat, the CI0 Executive Board took the first tentative stepPs to remove
Stallnists from positions of bower, inaugurating a fierce ‘faction. =~ -
fight. By this, durray and the other "labor statesmen! were to
denonstrate again their extrere sensitivity to the needs.of world
capitalisn. : : : .o -

The gulding consideration of both Murray and the Stalinists vwas
the desire to preserve their power, and with it to preserve their
control offer the workers, Different purposes rictivated then both, .
but these purposes could only be served Dy the maintainence of their
power. In this. may be seen the essential identity between Murray and
‘hisoPPorents. Cnce they had been allies, and had helped each other
to Preserve their union Positions. However, that was possible only
when the different goals which they served had been compatible. Now
- ﬁ@ese goals vere antagonistic, and each roved -to deprive the other of . -

LLS power. The CIO was not large enough to contain within itself
Support for rival imperialsins. T o
: An his campaign to drive the CP from the CIo, Murray was en- :
boldehied by the wictory of the Reutherites over the Stalinist faction. -
in the UAw. Reuther's accession to the Presidency wds an inportant
Precondition for lurray's success, since it strengthened his position

considerably. On the other hand, - the Matles—Emspak;leadershipfOf the .~

UE was at a disa@vantage3 When confronted with the ‘extent of LB TR
domination of union affairs, these officials feebly lamented that they
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were belng "red-balted." Disgraced by their conduct during and after
the war, they were incapable of mounting a vigorous campaign in their
- oun defense. Instead they prepared to take the UE out of the CIO. The
climax of the faction fight was reached when Matles demanded that the -
CIO Executive Board protect UE autonomy and guarantee that the UB
would not be raided by other CIO.unions. UE officials attempted to
back up thelr demands by threatening to withcld the per-capita tax
- owved to the CIO, This threat constituted sufficient grounds for -
expulsicn, and kurray responded by suspending the UE. The final stage
of the fight consisted of bureaucratic manuvering in which Murray
apsEred himself of sufficlent strength at the coning convention in
order to deal with the UE as he Dleased. Once supbort was obtained,
the outcome of the proceedirgs could only be anti-climactic. ,
- A short time later, the 1949 CIO convention met, and declared.
that positions of uynion responsibility were not compatible with )
rvenbership in the Cormunist Party, specifically naming, and expelling,
the UE and one other union. )
Expulsion would Probably have occurred in any case, However, the
UE not only provided the pretext for the split by threatening to :
withold the per-caplta tax, but thereby demonstrated that the leader-
ship was willing to split the union and the CIO, rather than risk
losing thelr positions of power., Thus while the UE was expelled from
the Cl0, it was already half way out under its ownh power. Its
officlals didntt bother to show up at the convention to defend the
union against the pending expulsion,
Within the next year, some ten unions were to be expelled from

The CIO. These Stalinist unions were expelled not because their.
leaders had engaged in anti-labor practices (with this criterion
Murray and the rest of the CIO tops should have been expelled as
well), but because their politics could no longer be tolerated. The
expulslons represented the opening round of the Cold Var, as well as
the final bureaucratization of the CTO. The center of power had long
since moved ubwvard from the ranks; now it came to rest exclusively in-
the leaden rumps sitting on the Executive Board.

OLD DCGS, OLD TRICKS: THE (B STRIKE

- After 1949, UE strength in the electrical indus try rapidly dis-
integrated, and merbershid in the union declined at a fantastic rate.
Even before the spPiit in the CIO, the policies pursued by UE officials
had driven over 100,000 workers fror the union in less than a year.
After the split, membership continued to dwindle, and the UE was
rarticularly vulnerable to raiding by other unions. Because of its
past record, the unlon lost many workers to a new CIO affiliatc, the
International Union of Electrical Workers. : ,

The UE's forrer hegemony in the electrical industry was replaced
by a crazy qullt ampalgam of thirteen unions. The £ight which began in
the CIO was sinply carried to a new arena, and continued after the
split. For twenty years, these thirteen unlons fought an exhausting
fratricidal woar, in which the only possivle victor was General
Electric. To thils day, workers have not been able to cvercome the
legacy of UE officlals: wages in the electrical industry are arong the
lovest of all production line industries, a tribute both to GE's
bovier -and to factlonal war. Recent events, however, have rade this
conflict intolerable for rank and file members. ' ]

The inflation normally connected with the permanent war econony
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was exaggerated by the war. in Vietnan. Datlng fromthe early sixties,
Ter-induceds Indlation. and taxkastion began seriously encroaching on
voriersts inconas, Ar iecl wages fell ropidly, the incidence of wild-
cat strikes and Job aciuions increased. inevidably, along with this in-
crease in the level ot rant and ©ile militancy, an end to union in-
righting and defence of workers? iiving stendards was demanded fronm =
the officlals. This raved the vy Tor anliy between the labor bureau-
sracles in the elesctricul industyy. ] '

AT th2 top, the thirteen-union coalition was mad possible when
vareg Carey was voorted out of the IUL presidency in 1965, Carey had
been UE president witil defested Ly tho Staldinlsts, and wvas a major
cbstacle to UE-IUF rapproachrent., In turn, Carey's defeat was a direct
reflection of the wew militancy in the wilon renks, By 1966, the
coalition had teen Torged, and the ¢F surike parked its first test on
< national Tevel, i . '

- 0f all the old-line UE officlals, only Juslius BEmspak has dis-
appeared from th2 Twreaucradqy . Fltmgerald and Matles are still the
ionts Iwo top officers. Recent experisnce dernonstrates their in-
apility te leavn new tricks. : :

' In the San lrenclsco Bay Area, the Novemver and December lior-
atoriuns marked the firgt attempt to conscinusly link together the
enti-war and ehor mvooments by holding jolnt actions. For the Nov-
orioer Moratorium, IS comrades pushed for =n afternocon of student
Picketing In ¢upport off the GE strike, ac one part of the day's
projected actlons. Thic course had first ©o be cleared with the UE
local; but throuch cories of misunderstandings and sectarian man-
uvers Pecullar wo the Berkeley New iLeft, the certainty of the action
ves never fixed. Whon *t was finelly cz2lled, too little time remained
to organlze effgcilve support, and only a few students turned out on
the picket linceo. ‘ -

With the advens ol vhe December Moratowiun, IS corrades again ,
tiged local-anti-wer giouls To Plan a joint action with the GE strikers
<5 the main actlon wad central focus of the Woratorium. It was -
plenned to hold & demonstration noar o GE blant, followed by a march
nd picketing of the plant. A5 firct, the UE local approved this Plan,
oG agreed To co-shonsor the rally, As the dey of the Moratorium
wpproached, howevor, union oificials bogan to vacillate in their
support of the Jof g o

~ The dermonstrativn was t3 be sponsored by the Bay Area Peace
Asctlon Counclil and Ths UR. BAPACIS membors LD cons.sts largely of the
CEP and assorted drdspendents, and 1s the ne jor anti-war group in the
22y Area outside of the New Mobiligetion Cormittee, which takes ruch
oi Lts politice, dlrsation, and stalf from the 0P, : ,

The Tirot sign of an impending split bevween unlon officials and
UAPAC came when Faul Chown, UR business agent and ex~CPer still under
the Partyiz influcnce, succe STully wrged the UR Ezecutive Cormitted
wo withdraw thelr offieial sponsorship of -the demonstration, while
continlng e Do s the relly and march. The day before the Morator--
ium, Chovm Took tho union cut of the demonstration altogether, and *
urged other particitating unions to dlsavow the dencnstrationx. .
- Fresunablir, the CP used whnat l1ittle influence it still has in the
labor novement io affectively cancel e Cemonstration, both vecause
Lt was sponsor—d by a "Trotokylss" orgenization, and because it did
net mesh with wiheir own pPlans for the anti-war noverent. :

. But Paul Chorm was not notivated solely by this: uppermost in -
his mind were aloo he national needs of the UR, Since its expulsion

o

[gb]
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=+ ull the CIO, the UE has sought entrance to other labor organizations.
With the founding of the Allfance for Labor Action, a formation con-
sisting of the UAW and the Teansters, the UE hoped to gain admission.
UAW officials, however, can hardly have forgotiten the history of the :
UE. If they are to enter the ALA, UE officials nust Present sufficient
mwm‘ﬂmtﬂmyhmmrkadtMﬁrw%$p ,

Its plans to enter the AIA would have been upset had the UE co-
sbonsored the rally, for one of the scheduled STeakers was a menber of
the Black Panther caucus in the Freiont local of the UAW. The caucus
was formed when its nembers found they could not rely on the Iocal
for protection, and since that time it has had to fight both union
officials and the conpany. Had the UE Co-sponsored a dernonstration
which featured a speaker eritical of the UAW bureaucracy, the UE
would have undoubtedly lost its chance +to enter the ALA,

In its conduct of the strike itself, the unio n has pursued a de-
- liberately nmild course., Nominally, one of the main dernands of the -
strike calls for wage parity between men ang woren. However, the UE,
ke every other union in the coalltion, has not fought to win this )
demand. Instead, parity remains the least-known demand of the strike,
even though woren compose nearly one quarter of the UE!s total men--
bership. - -

This cautious, timid Policy has prermeated the entire conduct of
the GE strike. Officers of the Oakland UE local asked for student
support on thelr picket lines before the strike began, If, however,
during the course of the strike it appeared that large numbers of
students might actually appear on the union's lines, this support
vas discouraged by UE officials. They argued that GE was about to
bring in scads, and mass Picketing before that time would only result
in the filing of injunctions against the union. This, of course,
would then Prevent effective counter-action when the scabs did appear.
The result of this Policy was that nass picketing never took place,
but the expected injunctions were issued nevertheless.

Throughout the strike, the leadership's conservative outlook has
led to a policy of defusing the struggle whenever it night have be-
come effective and gained support. Uk officials have been fearful of
Initiating actions which they could not fully control at all time. In
this can be seen the lalnspring behind the behavior of UE officials;g
the desire to preserve their own bureaucratic power. Instead of working
Lo build workers! struggles, instead of pushing the strike forward, UE
leades have instead acted to hold back the struggle, and to confine it
to the lowest possible level, The leadership has shown itself only too
awvare that in a militant Struggle, UE workers might see the necessity
of sweeping away the reactionary officials of their union. As in 1946,
SO0 today the course UE officials vill follow is determined by the
alternating relation of forces between themselves and the rank and ,
Tile, If the leadership feels secure, it will follow its own course.
When discontent is wldespread, the bureaucrats will swim with the
tide, while maintaining themselves in power.

- Thus the record of the URE bureaucracy: strike-breaking, scabb-
ing, and vage-cutting. For those who support unions, and looke to-
- Wward the revival of nilitancy and rank and file Power within them,

the UE, embodied in the Policies of its officials, hardly merits the
label "progressive, " ' :
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Cn pieking Up the Gun - art 2

A mnrosram for the defense of the Iaternational
Socialist orcanization will have to be based orn the lepal
and technical 1imitations under which ve are forced to
operate. In theory one would work out a hetter defense
plarn involvin~ the use of Kalashni“ov assault carbines,
L=79 zrenade launchers, and laser bhesams, but that would
have little relevance to the real worid,

Individual I3 members will, of course, have to
defend their own nersons as best they can acainst the
caprers they will encounter when doinc nolitical work.

uk primary focus shouid be on the defense of the organ~
ization,* This includes offices, nrintin~ edquipment, stocks
of literature, and lists of members and contacts, as well
as meetings and demonstrations. ~he darace that even one
individual with a match can do to the IS if w»recautions

are not taker should be obvious, especially now when the
building of the orgzanization reaquires the fullest cormitt-
nent or resourcas of the snall merbershin.

The #vo factors involved in a dsfense systen are
weaponyy and tactics. ‘hess are closely hound tocether
since ve adapt our tactics to the weapons available and
procure wnloons which are suitable to the tactics we have
chosen. These are subjects vhich have usually been nerlected
by the left, often to our sorrow. here have besn a few
ezcentions such as the Judishs arbeiter Tamnfengruppe of
Czarist wassin, and the Austrian Schutzbund, Julius Deutsche
of the schuizbund is said {o have written some excellent mat-
erial or the subject of worter's armed defense, but none of it
seans to ke nresently available,

The best defensive weapon available is the 12-guage,
purp actiorn shotrun, The shotgun is ranidly replacing the
less effective .38 revolver as the rain police weanoit, , rhe
s0lid round embodies great penetration and stopping power.
vhe buckshot round enables even the unskilled firer to hit his
target with at least a fewv pellets,

+he 1lZd-ncuage is originally & hunting rather than a
military weapon. It is desioned for fast use acainst close
tarcets rather than cavefully aired lonpg-range shots., -Its
main wealkness is that it° maxinur effective rance is linited
to about 100 meters, ost of the sitvations we would 'find
it us=2fvl fowr, however, would involve fishtin~ at closer
ran“es than this.,

Late mcdel shotruns are chamhered for the 3" marnun
round wvhich iy more powerful than the standard 2 3/4" round,
Shells for one tyne should never be fired from cuns of the
other type. )

Lon~ barrelled shotcuns are more effective at longer
ranges, espacially when equinned with rifle-~type sights. How-
ever short—bavrelled models are handier in crannpd quarters,
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uuch a¢ carg.

“he 13-7vare »urp oun is effective, reliable, and si-nle
to orerate and Laintaln. s use reaguires a ~inisurr of train-
in~. /Lrmunition for it is veadily available evervwhere. At
rresert there are few le~al barriers to buyin~ a shotoun, al-
thevjh this sitvation may not last, i second-hand 1a—~La”e can
be bou~ht for about $47 if onre is willian~ <o shop around,

Pistols ars of very linited utility. Jicent ia the hands
of an expert, they are wildly inaccurate., :ost neople would
find it easier to hit a tarcet with a throvn rocz than with a
nistol bullet.  .oecent For a f£fav models such as tha ST,
liazcesr they havs very 1littls ranre or stopaing BOTRY,

- “he valus of ths pnistol is that it ca- tre brouﬁht iato
action very couic™ly i1 an = 2rasncy, oince we ars arsings for
de’2~3e rather thar attac’, ws ust have the canaciiy Lor fast
reaction %o ary act of as~ra2ssion. . Chviously for the dafense
of a~ I, ¢gffice vOM'E?a”ﬁlc, a nistol in thz “28™ draver of
the.cerrads noar the door is ors ussivl in an 2oy 2ney than
a rifl=s tuchan avay iz ths clogar, '

Becaus~ of this, “ach'chavﬁer ghould have z Z=3w pistols

2ven thou~h thov are a hassle. YAside fro bein~ ernensive,
o8t states r=avire a nolice )ﬁr*vt to lzrally o oa “lutOl,
and these permits ars usvally hard to ~at, .2 .alther -3

~

are the 27 ¢ whcial,rmvolv4r ars ahbouvt the hast ha'ﬂyuns that
c vy b2 bourht at a_ve@govablﬁ “rics, 't prohabtlv we'll have t
o tav e what we cai. find, ’ '

hern axe a irera:do&c variety of vrifl=s on the warhat,
“hoce wost suitakle fory our Turnoses arg. seni-auvtoratic
—ilitaryy surnluvgs WFaHO” such as the ,20 Ay -y Carhine arnd
the Garand =1, Usually a shotzun should be sufficient de~
ferfsive weapon, but a rifle may be needed for accurate fire
at lon~ ranges. the 1903 iprinafield is a Wonderfully ac-
curate long-range wedpon, but since it is a bolt action it is
too 3101 for“fanié fire at close ranves, ..

used uarblnes, <arands and Lprin~fields tend to cost
between 7% and 128, althouwh harcains can occasionally he
found. . In most state° a rifle can be hou~ht as @asily as a
can of beer.f ,

Jareful_traihinq is required for the rroner use and ~ain-~
tenance of the rifle, especially the semi-automatic., his iob
shorld he ~iven to cowrades with wilitary ernerience,

An immortant consideration toward the choice of any
firearr is the tvne of arrvrition it requires. (f course,
each conmrade who huys .a weanon should tmy at least 50 rounds
for it, and undor normal circurstances this should be ’
qufflcient. evertheless there ~ay he a time when we need
larze amounts of awmrunition, At such a tive, it would he im-
possible to but cartrldmeq at the local ~un shon. .’herefore
it 'would be coanvenien't if our "eabons chanbered the same rounds
as those used hy the nolice, national ruard and ary , since
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this may be all that is available, Cf course even a single .2¥
is much better than nothing.

Once we have our weapons we'll have to learn to use
them, individually and in groups., FEasically security is a
matter of simple common sense. For example, defensability is
an important consideration when choosing an I3 office. Cne
should avoid the kind of store front office that can be shot
into from a passing car. 7“he hicher the office is, the less
vulnerable., 'fhe office door should be as strong as possible
and equipped with a good police lock, <‘hile one should not
be ostentatious about it, a comrade with a pistol within reach
should keep an eye on the door, There is a ¥Y3Aer who might
be alive today if this vrecaution had been observed,

Consideration should also be ziven to protection-
against ras, an iacreasing supply of which is in police and
civilian hands. 4 determined nerson can function under ex-
posure to ordinary tear-ras, C, but not stronser types such
as £3, Xome-made defenses ars of little value, there is no
substitute for an Army-surplus gas mask. Cowrades buying
such masks should be surzs that the charcoal filters are in
working condition and have beén %ept dry. “Those who wear
glasses can have corrective lenses installed in the maskh.

A little time should be devoted to practice in putting the
masl on in a hurry. 3oldisrs are trained to don the mask in
7 seconds while encumbered with rifle and steel helmet so its

not so hard,
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FORULI POLICY

1) The pages of IS FORUM are npen to all nerbers of the IS who

wish to present, corment on, or argue any political or organization-
al question. Nonnembers are also invited to contribute to the debatec
within tre, organizaticn. The FCRUM will be circulated Primerily to
wenbers of the organization, but nay alsc be . used as a Pplece of 11it-
erature to give or sell to nonrenbers interested in the ‘debates
within .the organization. B

The only editorial restriction.on the content of articles in the
TORUM will be on the publication of names or events, the public-
s%ion of which right sericusly inpede the functioning of the organ-
ization or its nenbers. Disputes between the author and the editor,

typlst, or mineo operator on this question will be referred to the
NAC. . .

2) Technical liritations:

"Pacause of the enornous anount of work required in issuing
‘the FORUM on a regular basis we nust now request that all
articles, leaflets etc. be subnitted to the FORUM on:
Gestetner Mineo Stencils. In case of extenuating circun-

stances, we will try to stencil the articles but we nake 1o
guarantees.

~-anchées wich issue printed leaflets should ship 500 copies
for inclusion in the next FORUM.

Because articles over 10 pages (single—spaced)'represent an
ancunt of labor and the comniltrent of substantial resources

of the organization these nay only be printed by decision of
the NAC.

3) Formt for stencils:
All stencils rwst be tyred single-spaced on riineograph stencils
designed Tor Gestetner Minecgraph nachines. (note: Gestetner
stencils are different fron ncst rmimeo stencils.)
Tere rust be a 3/4 inch margin between the inside dotted margin

line on the stencil and the typed text on both the left hand and
the right hand sides.

Copy ( or page nuiber)should begin at line 2 of the stencil and

“must not go over line 60.

The page nurber rust appear in the top center of each page and
tne author!s nane riust be typed cn the same line as the Dage
nrier in the top right hand corner,

A1l stencils mwust be clearly cut, preferably on an electric type-
Uriter.

Doubiz gpace, (or 1 and 1/2 space if possible) btween paragraphs.

TLPORTANT NQTICE:

Send all nimeostencils and bulk shirnents of leaflets

£or the FORUM to PO BOX 910 Berkeley, California 9470l.
Clearly mark these'"LS FORUM"

Copies of all material submiitted on stencil rmust be sent

%gogge IS National Office, room 1005, 874 Broadway, NY, NY,

-



