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Le 6 novembre 1973 ‘an —
G ke N

A la fractien minoritaire.
Chers camarades,

Nous avons été informés par une lettre du camarade Came jo,dé-
pesée la veille a la librairie,que vous ne pouviez 8tre représentés &
notre réunion des 1-4 novembre. Nous regrettons votre absence,d'autant
plus que la raisen invequée,ad saveir que vous avez été prévemus trop
tard,ne nous parait pas dendée. D'une part,vous &tes au courant des
conditions particuliéres qui nous sont imposées,et gqul nous ent obligés
& annuler une réunion pour laquelle vous étiez venus. D'autre part,
Vous avez en permanence en Eurcope plusieurs camarades dont la téche
principale est d'intervenir pour votre fraction. Nous observens éga-
lement que c'est la deuxiéme feis que vous vous récusez sur invitatien
de notre part,la premiére fois étant en fin mai-début juin,

Nous vous remettrens par ailleurs le planning prévu par mous
auquel il sera pratiquement impossible (sauf exceptien) d'apporter
des modifications et nous vous demandons de nous informer au plus t8t
des dispositions que veus prendrez pour vous faire représenter,

Fraternellement, . 1'
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bob Kissinger
2222 n, pissell
uvhicago, 111.

vack sames( for tne rolitical Committee
national Secretary

socialist Workers Party

14 vbarles iLane

mew York, sew York 10014

Dear comrade sames,

1 was very happy to near of the recent formation of tne Lemninist-
irovskyist Faction--wnich was overdue. but . feel tne .hicago uranchn
leadership and/or tne national leadership of the party i= not com~
Pletely carrying out tne mandate of the laszt convention,

uver ¥0% of our recent convention voted against tne plateform
of tne Intemationalist l'endency--yet it appears tue Chicago opranch
is going to ve pressured into allowing tne Intermationalist tendency
to recruit people to tne party based en its program. ln sugust we
decided saround wnich program we would recruit.

the case it that of the membership of Larry wovicki, wno is a
member of tne YSA. ue nas declared himself a supporter of the Inter-
nationalist ‘tendency. As you know, tne intemmatiomalist Yendency is
a4 misn-maso--from opem party haters.to people wno just wsat to do more
trade union work. If you read itue emclosed note to tne Chicago srancn
orgenizer it is evidemt tmat Larry sovickl nas no programmatic apgree-
ment witn tue SWP. 'T'he politics of Larry wovicki are in essence
that of a nardemed political opponent. In nis case activiesm is of
little consequence; for tnere is little chance to educate him after
ne gets in tne parvy.

what tne 11 is doing in fact 1s saying, "we dare you not to take
our supporters lito membersnip". Wny snould we pack off from our
august mandate? I am continually told tnat"f dos't understand tne
intemational sivuatiea®., what L see ana read 1s tuat tne WP coa-
tlaues tour iMi leaders but tuat comrades Camejo and ie.isler nave
had trouvle seuviag up meetiags or nave peen refused audiences wnile
tney were ia Europe.

* We are belng cnalleaged ia oiuer areas also. At wue augus. con-
vention we decided tnat transfers w uld have to be apnroved by the
Political committee. I'' comraaes nave moved to Chicago since tne
conveation wituoutl tue approval of tue roliivical commitiee and tney
are daring tne party to tum tuem down,

the apove s1tuation plus a near complete voycott of our recent
wmilitant Sanquet oy tne i1 can oaly nave a demoralizing effect on
loyal pariyy ouilders. 1 iutend to fignt against recruiumeat of parvy
wreckers in tne future and tue present. . would appreciate nearing
from you oa tuls mavier,

comradely,
LOu K1ssinger
o

N1 Cago DBraiCu
JPhn Hellers

Chicago Branch
ukz Copies to rearl Cheruvov L

and -
ratl srogan, convenor, peniulst-Yroyskylst raclion=,nicago
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SUTATEMENT O CniCAGU oHANLA URGANLZER GUNL By 1o
mANMctnsorl OF LAnnr wsuvaitKi

wear the end of the WP pre-convention discussion in late
suly 1 asked Rarry wovicki whetner i could speak to nim
regarding his membership in the SWP. ne agreed to do thas.

pirst, 1 asked Larry wovicki if it was true that he con-
sidered himself a supporter of the .ntermationalist ,en-
dency (as it was declared by comrade parxman during a
branch meeting). ne said he was a supporter of tnais
tendency. 1+ them asked if he concurred with the views

of comrades associated with the intemationalist tendency
wno denounce everything tne party does--such as comrade
Lobado, who just finishedi speaking. ne said that he
agreed with those comrades.

At this point . asked Larry wovicki, %i1f you disagree
witn everytning tne party does, why do you want to join?"
At tnis point . went tnrougn a list of areas of work
that the party is involved in., .here was not a single
area of work that Larry wovicki thought the SWP had

tne rignt line. Larry wovicki stated how the SWP was
wrang in all ares of work and now it should be changed.
Larry wovicki went of to snow nis ignorance witn regard
to the relationship of the SWR to tne YSA: ne asked me
wny the SWP would'nt let nim start a trade union drac-
tion 1n the YSA. Finally larry wovicki stated ne wante d
to join the SWp because he agrees with the $th worla
vongress regolutions.

From the above it is clear that Larry novicki has no
programmatic agreement witn the socialist workers rarty.
wn August of 1973 the SWP decided atound what program

it would recruit and build the party. Larry .ovicki agrees
with none of this program. .0 allow Larry .ovicki to join
the SWP would be a breech of demozratic centralism and a
violation of the rights of 90% of the membership-- who
rejected the program Larry .ovicki standa for.

1t nnoul'd pe astated that Tntemationalist tendency suppotrters
within the party have every rignt to keep thier views

and try to win people over Nsiiljinisemmstgman witnin tne
party, omt not to recruit to tneir program. 4whe difference
is the difference between an all-inclusive party and a

democratic centralist party
Pl Kissimeer

Bvﬂ hc(z\
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14 Charles Lane S»f
New York, N.Y. LOOL4
Nov. 19, 19753

Sweden
Dear Anders,

Enclosed is an Enclish translstion of a draft tendency aec-
laration drawn up by Eddy Luvseau in Belgium. - 1'h¥s has not yet
teen submitted to the discussion in the Belpian section, so you
should be careful not to let it drift around.

We want to propose that we use the European portion of this
draft as the basis for a final contribution 1o the Intermational
discussiony one that would be signed hy several of the European
leaders of the ITF. To do this we will have to have some collec-
tive discussion.

There is a Secretariat meeting Nov. 27/-28 that 1 and several
other comrades will be coming over for. Perhaps we can meet in
Brussels the first weekend of December. We will have to call
everyone to try and arrange whatever is most convenient for the
largest number of comrades.

Benny also suggested that I should write you about the
comrade who plans to attend the SWP and YSA conventions. What-
ever problems there might be on finances, you shouldn't let that
stand in the way. I'm sure we can work something out. Let me
know what the situation is snd what you propose.

Comradely,
Mary-&lice

cc: Benson



DEC 2 11973

David Keil

c/o SWP

706 Bway., 8th f1,
New York, N.Y., 10003

December 20, 1973

kd Shaw
14230 West Street

Dear Comrade Ed,

I am the comrade who raised the question of
China with you Wednesday night at the Lower Manhattan
branch mseting.

I went back over the document and decided to
send the enclosed letter to the factlon steering committee,
care of you since Lew Jones's report in September or
October referred comrades to you.

Comradely,



David Kell

c/o SWP

706 Bway., 8th f1,
New York, N.Y, 10003

December 20, 1973

Ieninist-Trotskylist Faction
International Steering Committee

Dear Comrades,

I am wiriting you to express some opinions
concerning the cwnlng World Congress.

Foints #5-8 of "Recommendations to the Delegates
of the Coming World Congress,"passed unanimously by the
United Secretariat, September 19, 1973, specify that
votes should be taken on five questions "only," that
discussion on these questions be closed for the next
year and that votes not be taken on the Cultural Rev-
olution in China, the youth radicalization, women's 1lib-
eration, the Middle East, Vietnam and Eastern Europe;
furthermore, discussion on "conjunctural events in Vietnam
and Eastern Europe" is to be excluded from the post-8ongres
discussion,

I am not able to understand these Recommendations
very well, because the LTF leadership has not explained
them fully to its members, I assume that they are a result
of an agreement between the LTF and IEC majority leader-
shlps.

I would like to request that this agreement be
explained to the LTF membership so that we can understand
it better,

I would also like to express my opinion that,
in the present sltuation, these proposals are not real-
l1stic or advantageous for the world movement. If this
is so, the LTF must propose to the next United Secretar-
iat meeting that the "Recommendations"” be wilthdrawn.

The Hecommendation that the World Congress not
vote on the Cultural Revolution in China is impossible
to carry out, because the IKC majority world political
resolution presents tor a vote its line on China. This
is done in a covert, indirect way, by speaking of a 'spec-
tacular right-turn in Chinese foreign policy" beginning
after the Cultural Revolution, i,e,, "since the phase
of the liquidation of the 'cultural revolution '" (IIDB
#20, p. 12.); by emphasizing the opinion that "conservatiwe
featured' in China have been generalized since the fall

of Lin Plao and that the rehabilitation of Teng Hsiao-ping
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accompanies the 'mew" right turn; by emphasizing that

the Cultural Revolution activity "reduced the material
privileges of the bureaucracy;" and finally, by asserting
that "the radicalism of Meoism in the 1960s had not been
solely verbal, but real..."

In addition, the resolution states that "the
Chinese sociallst revolution gave birth, from the be-
ginning, to a workers state..." which, in the context
of Germain's document on China, seemsto imply that China
was a workers state in 1949, four years before capltalist
property was nationalized. This theory of Germain's 1s
in conflict with the Marxist theory of the state,

Thils secction of the resolution represents, in
my opinion, an implicit, but nevertheless clear, aprroval
of the position of support to the Maolst faction in the
Cultural Revolution., Teng Hsiao-ping was a victim of
this faction, gagged by the bonapartist grouping; Lin
Fiao was a leader of the factionj hils departure is not
to be mourned as a defeat, Maolst ultraleft rhetoric
was not "real" radicallsm.

Comrades Peng Shu-tse, Joseph Hansen and Les
Evens, as well as the authors of the resolution on China
submitted by the seven U,S, members, have demonstrated
that the Mao faction was not deserving of support in
the Cultural Revolution. They, and those who agree with
them, Including the majority of the SWP, would undoubtedly
take lssue with the China section of the IEC majority
world political resolution.

This section of the resolution thus violates the
"Recormendations" unanimously agreed upon, It would be
hypocritical for the World Congress to pretend to take
noe vote on China, but, at the same time, to take such a
vote by voting on the IEC majJority's line on China in
its world political resolution, The "Recomrendations"
must therefore be set aside, in my opinion, 1f the
resolution is submitted as it stands.

If the resolution is submitted in its present
form, it seems to me necessary that the LTF include in
its world political resolution a section on China de-
cislvely re jecting the line that China was a workers
state in 1949-53, that Maoism is not Stalinism, and that
it was correct to support the Mao faction in the Cultural
Revolution. Otherwise, the LTF will have no position to
present at the World Congress on a central question in the
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world debate, a questlion which will be voted upon at

the World Congress at the insistance of the IEC majority.
We should point out that these questions in dispute are
theoretical ones and historicael ones and thus need not

be voted on; but if they are voted on, we must present
our counter-positions,

Some of the other "Recommendations" also seem
unrealistic to me. For example, how can we pretend to
take no vote on Vietnam when the IEC majority political
resolution states that the situation is "a relationship
of forces that is imoroved" since the cease-fire and
that there is "dual power from top to bottom in a large
part of South Vietnam."™ (p.6) ? How can we cxclude
Latin ammerica, idurope, and Vietnam from the internsl
discussion for the next year when these are the central
areas of difference?

Finally, I would like to sugges® that the LTF
strengthen its organization, in light of developments,
indluding the deepening of differences with the IEC
majority, and the threat of the IEC majority to encourage
splits by recognizing splitters as 'members of the Fourth
International," (IIDB, #20, p. 23.) The faction
should hold caucus meetings in each country from time
to time, publish an internal bulletin, wilthout re-
strictions on subject matter, and adopt, by majority
vote, positions on each question facing the world
movement. These measures are all the more necessary in
view of the tendency toward a split and irn order to
prevent such a split.

I am presenting these ideas to you now so that
they can be dilscussed at the SWP convention in Chicago,

or during it.

Comradely,

Lirit ot



Feris,le 21 novembec

Cher: kery-—Alicc,

Je m'excuse du reterd min & t'ecrire pour te mettre an courin®
des derniers d.ov.loppements.Ceei cst du ~u mansue de teups,d tout le
treveil & frire,et B tous les problemes aurcuels on @ 4l faire face
depuis le derniere fois ol on @ rcncontre Peter.Jde suppose au'il vous
& nis en courant de ce oul se pessait ici.

J'oimersi commencoer par te prrler en generecl de le situsation
pour essayer de te donnoy une idee de l'atmosphere qui rcgne et te
mettre eu courant des derniers developpements,ensuite j'abordersai
les problemes qui omt trait plus 00001f1nuument 4. nous.

Les aqueloucs personnes cu' onﬁuavalt rencontrex avec Peter
ont ccris un texte "contre le coursnt"et une plateforme de tendance
~u'ils ont soumis au"comite de redoction".Il parait que le "comite
de rcdectionia sous-cotime 2 premier #bord l'echo qu'ils pourraient
svoir.Au meme moment Dumes de son cote ecrivait son proore texte..otlc
Avjouvd'hui L o 1n1r.; Drars-¥re om0 sont dans le processus de fusio-
-nner,en meéme tempg cu'ils attirent vers eux une frange interesssnte
de personnes plus ou moins vieilles dans l'orgenisetion.Un processus
tres interessant s'enclenche dens l'organisetion.Ils ont rencontre
ce weck-end des represantants de"Kompass'"et de la tendance de Roberto
Bour digecuter de la possibilite d'une troisieme tendance internationale
¢t des positions nu 'ils omt en commun.Pour le moment ils n'ont pas de
positions tres fixes,ils les decouvrent plutot,ils sont tres confus,
pas eleirs,oscillents,essayant de prendre un peu de la slMF <l un peu
de la 'LTF,tout en coracterisent les deux comme"centristes",.

puis la rencontre avec eux et Peter,il fut pratiquement impo-
—s»lblgiq‘"voir une discussion avec le groupe de Kreasnog(ils sont un
\yes sur 18 question),nous venons seulement d'en avoir une,
grace & la\presence de_Deet de North.D& . toute facon ¢a ne change pa
notre p081tuon 2 nous, a savoir les pousser & avoir le maximum de
discussion avec nous,salsir le maximum de chances pour debattre ,
travailler avec eux et avec les gens qui. sont autour 4'eux.Nous feroms
tout ce cui est p0<31b10 dens ce sens la.

Je vais essayer de te parier un peu plus concretement de ce_
gul se pesse gour illustrer un peu l'atmosphere. (c*est assexz llmlte,
car Ye n'ai nmu'une vue as ssez partielle, et de faris uniauument mais
je suppose qu'ailleurs sussi des choses similaires doivent ‘se passer/.
Lo discussion commence d'une facon un peuiplu“"serlause"(tout est
reletif)u.Nous avons deja eu une reunion,. ou Pedro,Rops,ct une trbisieme
personne du "colloague'etaient presents.Pedro a fait le rapport,un
rapport general ,confus,apolitique-Il a parle du SWP "gui_ressemble
un peu zux lambertistes ieci"et du PST "gui ressemble ug¥pgg_@ux;paniis
A" avarmrt T4 (I pos dit combien un peuf").De meme ogu'il a explique
niTils avaient tout essayd pour convaincre la LIF d’envoyer des
revresantents,chose oue la LUIF a finalement accepte de faire & la fin
de la uemslne,peut—otre La reunion ctait tres interessante,dsns le
ne urthu il y aveit enormement de gens aul etaiemt presents,et gu'une
wagﬁsﬁnﬁe ma jorite des JLens. qui sont intervenus dens la dlSCUSbIOn
omt critiqué la sk .Améme s'il y a uniguement 9 ou 10 personnes aul
sont 1nturveaus) Krasno & feit le reaport pour sa tendance.il a voulu
des le depﬂrt tres ncttcment se dlfferen01ur et pre ndre ses distances
per ropport a la Lyl meme sur les points ou ils disent ‘etre d'accord
avec nous.Ll n! pas ©te assez loin dens ses critigues,en tous les cas
il & par exmple ete moins criticue on comparaison avec leur declsration
de tendanoe initiale.bnsuite il%interessant de noter per eXemple”que ‘
Lrinferventon do, s etait E$$ﬂCthTSOE%“S comy%efg et qu! el exprlme

aRAREEER 5 rnmmw-! nno nen aven i34 A I MA
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¢t J=P on% cst int:rvenu,mnis ce i mancueit terrivlement c'etalt un
revresentant de le uTP.deureseuwcnt nae 1o presence de Korth ¢t de D.ve
chonger un pcu 1a situstion de cc point de¢ vue 1le,

‘ Ceci m¥emene Tinolenent a te parler de ce ~rul se nasse avec nous
d'une facon un peu plu précisc.lious avions decide non seulement d'ecrire
un texte,meis sucsi 4'eopeler o la formetion d'une tend:nce.Nous pensions
aue c'ctait necessailre pour toute une serie 4o raisons ,¢t nous conti-
nuons # penser que ces raisons sont touaouru valebles.Donc nous avons
commencer moi,J=F,et Steve a redigé ce texte.(Chloc etait d'accord avec
nos vositions Dolltlou es,mris ne voulait vas se declarer pour des
raisons tactimcues,C. 8u331 eteit d'occord avec nous meis pour d'nutres
raisons,elle ne pouvelt poss le iﬂlro) Nous avons qu#rnd mdme decid’ de
commencer le travoil concretement 2 nous trois.ilous avons Jtra vaille sur
le toxte aui éteit presque redire’beoendqnt mercredi passé J- a =R
chenge” d'avis.Ce ntest pes qu'il ntest plus d'qccord avec nog positions,
au contraire la.dessus il a dit clairement ou'il continuera 2 les
defendre,meis il a d'autres perspectives en vue,et que donc il ne veut
pes ovoir les mains liJes par le declesration.ll compte s'engroer dens .
un treveil evee la conmission uconomique 2t developper un peu s¢s idees
por rapport o ses questions.donc pour lui il ne peut avoir le temps et
la possibilite_ de faire les doux.Or nous ne pensons pes que moi et
steve pouvont & nous deux seuls feire face 2 tout le treveil nu'exigersit
nn tundﬂncu nis a part 1é fait eud'™nous venbns tous los 2 du SWPY...clc

Donc, pour toute une serie de raisons,nous ﬂvons decide unlquement
d'ccrire un texte,sans nous declarer et de contlnuer a faire le travail
comme nous le faisons meintenant,d savoir présenter nos ideesit dens nos
groupes individuels,continuer @ falre des rapports,ct intervenir-dans
toutes les reunions. . R

Je pense,cue c'est & peu pres tout ce que j'a2i a dire.de ne
sais pas si tu os recu les derniers textesbour le discussion en France
(Debat et discussion,&dité par le centre de recherche soscislisteset
dteutres textes.Au cas ou tu ne les a pas recus,ge pourrais te les
envoyer,ce serait intercssant.Véautre part Je serai tres intcremsee de
sévoir ce que tu en penses,

En attendant d'avoir de tes nouvelles,

Salutations revolutionnaires,

2
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Stockholm, bec. 22, 1973

Dear Mary-Alice,

This letter is to confirm that we have recieved the docu~
ment "On the Orientation of the Fourth International in kuroj
We think it is very good and certainly support its publishe
inge

Of course some concrete examples and exp#riences from diffe-
rent countries would make it even better. We, for our part,
will as soon as possible send you a letter with some aspects
from the development in Sweden. As we all, however, want
the text published with as little delay
as possible we immidiatly send this letter.

Comradely
LTF/RMF




24.12.73

Dear Mary-Alice,
We have read the draft and would like to propose some amendments.

The first of these amendments deal with the nature of Stalinism. We are inclined
to agree with the position of the LTF-members of the USFI, but we would prefer
to study the matter more thoroughly before definitely fixing our position on
this question, Therefore we propose that the sentences on p. 1 and 8, concerning
Vietnamese Stalinism, be changed.

Another possible solution - if you prefer so ~/%ﬁglgd3§tion of a statement by
Marcel, which states that he does not yet express a definitive position on the
nature of Stalinism.,

Second amendment: p. 5 — to add at the end of point 9: "The analysis of the
period can only contribute to the elaboration of the general line of the orga-
nisation." We wish to include this amendwent because else the IMI could accuse
us of having a "timeless" position on the elaboration of the political line
and the building of the party.

3rd amenendment: p. 13, We propose to omit the sentence "That is how we will
build the party."” In Europe, with the term "party" is meant an organisation which
is actually leading important sectors of the working class. Such an organisation
will be built through important re-groupings inside the workers' movement

(e.g. your fusion with the Musteites, your 'French Turn'). In its present form
the sentencé could give the impression that our viewpoint on party-~building is
one of exclusively individual recruitement by the present nucleus. The idea you
wanted to express by means of the sentence we propose to omit, can be included

by addition of "to our organisations" after "must be won" in the previous sen-
tence, [ ‘2)

Last amendment: the changing of the paragraph:{"As the example of Chile ....
betrayed." Concerning Chile, the paragraph is entirely correct, but from this
cannot be drawn the general conclusion that the toiling masses acquire sponta-
neously the willing and the capacity to take up arms. Another example, the Boli-
vian one, proves this, As we stated in our tendency~text, we think that one of
the important tasks of the revolutionists in Latin America consists in preparing
the masses politically for armament by taking initiatives of self-defense from
within the mass-movement,
We propose to replace the paragraph by the following one:
"Ag the example of Chile has once more tragically demonstrated, even where
sectors of the working masses are armed, the revolutionary will and combativity
of the masses will time and again be betrayed until a mass revolutionary Marxist
party is capable of politically destroying the reformist leadership and repla-~
cing it."
That's all.

revolutionary greetings,

for our Tendency

Héucc,p



