Statement bg;Joseph Hansen on reasons for postponing congress

l. A democratic congress requires making the documents
available to the membership well in advance so that the discus-
sion can be properly organized. This applies not only to the
main initial documents voted on by the leading bodies, but also
to the contributions that are made in response to them. The
unfortunate fact is that we continue to be faced with inordinate
delays in the preparation of documents and above all in
translating them.

It is true that considerable technical difficulties stand
in the way of speedy translation and circulation of the docu-
ments. These difficulties, however, are not insuperable; and
we have been promised that every effort will be made to over-
come, particularly in the case of translations into French.
However, the same promise has been made repeatedly in the past
three years. The promise has not been kept. In light of the
record it is doubtful that it can be kept now, whatever the
intentions of those who do the promising. The deadline is too
near.

In all likelihood, we will face a repetition of the situa-
tion that occurred at the last world congress in which many
delegates arrives without having had an opportunity to read in
advance, still less discuss, the documents on which they had
to vote. If that situation is repeated, the coming congress
would not be a democratic one, in my opinion.

To postpone the congress for several months would help
avoid such a situation. It would increase the possibility of
setting up a better functioning technical apparatus so as to
assure translation and circulation of the documents in time.

2. It may be felt that the present apparatus can catch up
with the accumulation. The comrades should be reminded of the
fact that the documents of the PRT (Combatiente) are only
first now being made available in English. To translate them
into French and German and to circulate them in Spanish, as
scheduled, is a big job. Moreover, it must be anticipated that
there will be an increase in the submission of new documents
in the months immediately ahead. The positions of the PRT
(Combatiente) alone are bound to provoke intense discussion
once the comrades have had an opportunity to study them.

On top of this, the new documents presented at this IEC
meeting are certain to engender replies and counterreplies,
as is normal in a democratic discussion, further increasing
the translation load.

3. We must take into consideration still another problem;
that is the fact that two tendencies have been forming inter-
nationally. This is a consequence of the deepening of the dif-
ferences that appeared at the last world congress. Such a
development, as everyone knows, is a normal part of the internal
life of our movement. Nevertheless, every experienced comrade
is aware of the fact that such a development involves certain
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dangers. We should note the recent splits that have taken
place in some areas -- Canada, Australia, more recently in
Mexico, and now Spain. These constitute a warning sign.

To speed up the pace of the discussion, as will certainly
happen in face of an imminent deadline, can add to the danger,
particularly if no way is found to break the bottleneck on
translating and circulating the documents.

It is in the obvious interest of both tendencies to seek
to establish better control of the situation so as to be able
to more effectively counter ill-considered actions or flare-
ups that would foster a mood favoring a split.

It is all the more necessary to do this in view of the
fact that the differences have already become public knowledge
to a certain degree, and further spillovers into the public,
exacerbating the situation, can hardly be avoided whether
through carelessness or through accident. We have already had
some examples of this. If better control can be established,
this danger can be reduced. But time is required for that.

We need more time to permit the movement to become
adjusted to the existence of tendencies, and to find ways
of working together with the least possible friction despite
this complication in the life of the International. If we had
more time at our disposal it would be easier to do this while
at the same time conducting a model discussion that would per-
mit a resolution of the differences in accordance with the
objective test of events and without a split that might be
precipitated out of a subjective reaction. This is exceedingly
important, as I see it.

4, All these reasons for postponement would seem to call
for subordinating such secondary considerations as the fact
that the congress has already been postponed beyond the normal
time or that it is technically awkward to organize a congress
later in the year when the weather is colder and when it is more
inconvenient for delegates to get off the job in Europe.

5. The decision, of course, is up to the comrades of the
majority. I hope they will weigh the matter carefully and
decide that it is worth providing more time to help counter
the possibilities of a split and to help ensure that the
coming congress will be a democratic one and thus one with
authority in the eyes of the world movement.

-~ December 6, 1972



February 5, 1973

Dear Comrade Tampoe,

It was unfortunate that circumstances were such that you could
not attend the recent meeting of the International kxecutive Commit-
tee. Your absence as well as that of the comrades from India meant
that the recent experiences of our movement in your part of the
world and the opinions of the 1EC members there could not be brought
into the deliberations in the way they should bhave been.

The most important points on the agenda were, in my opinion,
Argentina and Bolivia. A resolution on each was submitted by Com-
rade Maitan, who was the reporter on both points. While the general
line of these resolutions was adopted, the documents were to be
edited before being submitted to the membership. As yet they have
not been published in the International Internal Discussion Bulletin,
so you will have to reserve judgment on them until they become avail-
able. In substance they deepened the turn taken at the last world
congress and approved the guerrilla course followed in Bolivia and
Argentina.

The counter document was "Argentina and Bolivia -- the Balance
Sheet," the reporters being Comrade Lorenzo for Bolivia and Comrade
Moreno for Argentina. It was published in the latest issue of the
International Internal Discussion Bulletin. I hope that you received
a copy and that you have had a chance to study it. As one of the
authors, I would like to say a few words about it.

The document attempts to assess how the turn taken by the
majority at the last world congress was applied in Latin America
and what happened as a result. (We asked for a vote on the two
parts of the document that dealt specifically with the lessons to
be drawn from the experiences our movement went through in Argentina
and Bolivia.) In addition the document sought to summarize the dif-
ferences over Latin America that emerged at the last congress; and,
finally, it sought to weigh the consequences to the Fourth Interna-
tional in view of the persistence with which the guerrilla orienta-
tion is still being maintained. As we saw it, there was no choice
but to recognize that our movement now faces & considerable crisis.

How did such a situation come about? I think that it could have
been avoided even in face of several years of a wrong orientation
were it not for a leadership problem. In a living movement errors --
even relatively bad ones -- are bound to occur, as we all know. They
can be countered without crises if the leaders are experienced enough
to keep them to a minimum and ¥now how to avoid the type of errors
for which a small movement must pay an inordinate price. In the
present case our movement had the added advantage of a highly respom-
sible attitude on the part of those in the minority at the last world
congress, who were willing to await the test of events, and %o help
with all their ability to ease the difficulties of readjustment when
the results were in.

Begides a loyal minority, however, another, condition is essen-
tisl. Sufficient insight and objectivity are required to recognize
the lessons of events. When leaders, for whatever reasons, either

fail in this, or cannot bring themselves to acknowledge that an
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orientation was in error, then a crisis is bound to result, and
it can be severe and even dangerous.

These were the considerations that led us at the end of the
document to call for formation of a tendency, the better to argue
within the International for returning to a correct orientation,
and to help assure the best possible resolution of the crisis now
confronting our movement.

In following up on this call, it appears to me that the broad-
est possible consultation on a leadership level is not only desir-
able but quite essential. Among those who have felt dismay at what
happened to the Argentine and Bolivian sections, we need to exchange
frank opinions based on independent Jjudgments.

It would be best, of course, if we could discuss the question
personally, but since this is not possible, perhaps you would be
willing to write me, giving your opinion on the facts brought out
in the balance sheet on Argentina and Bolivia. Specifically, I
would like to know your view on what these facts mean for the Fourth
International, and what you consider to be the best way to go about
correcting the situation.

Quite likely you have already heard that at the December plenum,
an invitation was issued to the comrades who voted for the resolution
on tasks and perspectives in Burope to get together to consider orga-
nizing a counter tendency. After this meeting, a statement was issued
(which for some reason has not yet been submitted to the International
Internal Discussion Bulletin) calling for the formation of a tendency
on a platform that included among other things (1) reaffirmation of
the guerrilla orientation, (2) support of the perspectives and tasks
laid down for party building in the resolution on Europe; (3) great-
er centralization of the International.

In this call, the point was made that the division over the
European resolution showed that deeper questions than the differ-
ences over Latin America were at the bottom of the dispute. To me,
this was a welcome admission. General questions involving method
in party building, how to win mass leadership, how to orient cor-
rectly in explosive situations or under severe repression are in-
volved. It helps explain why the differences over orientation in
Latin America have been paralleled and extended by differences
over orientation in order areas. At the last world congress, in
opposing the new line favoring guerrilla war as a strategy, we
voiced our apprehension that if the orientation were adopted it
could not be confined to one continent, that it would inevitably
spill over into other areas and help foster ultraleft tendencies.
The prediction, unfortunately, was borne out; the consequences of
that orientation became visible in many ways in areas other than
Latin America.

The importance of the test of events in Latin America cannot
be overstressed. That test becomes all the more pertinent as a
gauge of the implications and seriousness of the other differences.
The living experience of two sections of the Fourth International
have provided us with almost a laboratory test of how the turn
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adopted at the last world congress can adversely affect our move-
ment on all continents, including Europe.

The recognition that fundamental questions underlie the dis~
pute over orientation in Latin America is to be welcomed in another
respect. Both sides now see the gravity of the differences. This
makes it all the more imperative that we have the freest and broad-~
est discussion possible in preparation for the next world congress.
By "broadest" I mean doing our utmost to overcome language bar-
riers, so that all the members in every section, no matter what
their language, can read the documents, follow the debate, offer
their own opinions for the consideration of the Internationsl, and
thereby genuinely participate in determining the outcome at the
congress. You know how heavily the Ceylonese section had to pay
for lapses in this respect in the past. This remains a bitter les-
gon that should periodically be recalled to the Fourth Intermational
as a whole. I am sure you will agree on that.

This problem has arisen again in a rather acute way because of
the fact that except for the English language a number of important
documents and contributions are far behind schedule in being trans-
lated. To help solve this, and also to give the sections a reason-
able time to absorb the documents and respond to them, I suggested
that it would be wise to postpone the congress a little longer. How-
ever, my arguments were rejected. (I'm enclosing a copy of a state-
ment I made on this at the plenum.)

In closing I should like to repeat that the five authors of
"Argentins and Bolivia -- the Balance Sheet" felt that in the
period between now and the next congress, the tendency we have
called for could help facilitate the discussion, help assure that
it be genuinely democratic, and thereby help assure that the next
world congress gains real authority.

It would be of great assistance at this stage to know your
cpinion, ever if it is only tentative, of the issues in dispute --
particularly as they have been tested in Argentina and Bolivia --
and what course you think can best help the International %o over-
come the current crisis.

Comradely yours,

Joseph Hansen

P.S. I am taking the liberty of sending copies of this letter to
some other leading comrades as well as to the United Secretariat.



The attached is a copy of a letter from Joe Hansen to
Comrade Bala Tampoe. It outlines some of ouwr thinking about
the IEC plenum and the current stafge of the discussion in
the International. We'd be imterested in any further thoughts
you have on the questions raised.

Mary-alice



February 5, 1973
Listm of those who are to receive copies of Joe H. letter to Bala

1. All IEC members not present Ex (except Santucho and Roca; and
Sasaki and Felipe who are unreachable)

Eruno (Joe)

Christos (Joe)

Vitale (Ed)

Bastillo (Ed)

Willy (control comm.) (Joe)

2. TEC members present but not declared

Karl (M-A)
Montes (Ed 3.)
Sakai ( Barry)

3. Special Cover letters 5. Other Latin America
Spain (Peter) Venezuela: Danny (Ed)
Britain: Alan & Connie  (Gus) Colombia: USA + direct (Ed)
India: Magan & Kolpe (Gus) Peru: both gps (Ed)
Australia: Jim P. (Gus) Uruguay: Ed
New Zealand: ( ) (Gus) Brazil: (EQ)
Canada: John (Gus g
China: Peng & PiLan (M=A) . " (w)

Iran: (Gus) 6. Other
Argentina: Moreno (M-A)
Peru: Blanco (Ed) Dan S. (Gus)

Peter C. (Gus)
- U. Sec. (Gus)
. Others

Israel: Mikado & Bober (Gus)
Lebanon: Jaber (Gus)

Pakistan: (Connie: will receive material from Gus)
Ireland: Brendan & Rory & Ann (Gerry: will receive material viadoe.
Cyprus: (Joe)

Greece: Psar. + ... (M-A

Sweden: maj. + min. (M-A

Denmark: Torben & Praven &.... (M-A)
Luxemburg: Gus )
Switzerland: Pia (Joe

Holland: Theo & Pieter (Gus)

xftbaerolatinxinerizaxx
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Division of lator on sending copies of Joe's letter to Bala along
with cover letter:

e el et f’”gJoe Bry{o, Chru{o/s, WlMeppleﬁnxm, Cypr(s, ﬁ/, Bane
P By ? Ed: Vivele BWMOMS, brugcéy Bla(co Brazfl Ver[e,z-aéf(Danny

Colo irect plus cde. in USA), Peru (both Enﬁ" MagGel
,{L,;iJ/GusWe Mbgerr;” KolpeT Au ia (Jim P.)
Ce Y M1 ot nger, J%wr wture, Holge
X Dan Styron, see

e .,ni? g Barr
Connie: Pakistan (Guk _wjill—sefid extra copy to her)
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List of those who should receive copies of Joe H. letter to Bala

(This does not include Latin America)

L, A1l IEC members not present (except Santucho and Roca)
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Gerry Foley

73 Eastern Parkway
grooklyn, NY 11238
SA

February 6, 1973

Dear Ruari,

I am sorry 1 have not written you before now. I am
Jjust beginning to get my head above water again after
getting back. We are sendingz two copies of the Militant
by airmail to the Gt. Charlss Street address an? wil
be sending a copy of the International Socialist Review
to Parnell Road. The bulletins will go to the same ad=-
dress. I will try to keep vou as informed as nmch as
possible of what 1s happening in the U.S. znd interna-~
tionally. I have sent you a copy of JP by airmail with
material on the Bloody Sunday demonstrations that took
place here and Northern Ald*s role in them. Paddy H.
mizht find it useful.

I enclose a letter that Joe wrote to Bala Tamroe
along with & statemsnt he mentions in the letter. This
shou'd help bring you up to date on the rresent stags
of the discussion. I would appreciate any cuestions or
gomments you have g0 that we can keep the comrades there
ag informed as possible. I apireciate your sending me
a copy of the Marxist Review, and I hope you will con-
tinue %o send as much MC material as you cane.

Praternally,

Gé%i;f;Ziﬁzuﬁ7



Cerry Folaevy
73 EBastern Parkway

Brooklyn, NY 11238
USA

February 6, 1973

Dear Rayner,

I will look for that other thing as soon as I get a
ehance. In the neantiie, please write me and let me
kxnov how your bookstore is golng in Belfast. I am sorry
that L did not get a chance to talk to you when I was
in Ireland. The only tinme T couvld go was nver the Christ
mas vacetion and that was gnite ineconvenient in a number
of respacts.

1 hear that yow were unable to make the last meeting
also. 1 enclose a letter Joz wrote to Bala Tampoe about
the eonfurence, along wilth a copr of the statement men~
tiored in the letter. 1 hope this will help bring you
LP to date on the ulscusslomr. Jleuse let me know if you
have say questions or c¢omnents. I think it is extreme~
1v important for comrades to s kept informed about the
debate that is going on and particulaerly in Ireland. I
ot thae copy of The Iprish Trotskyist that Alan sent, and
L hops he wili continudngending ue copice of the naterial
you pul ouls

Yoo .
?raternﬁiW¥%? fﬁvlﬂ/
4

Gerry Foley



Gerry Faley
73 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, N7 11238
Usa

February 6

Dear Brendan,

I have arranged to have you sent two copies of the
Militant by airmail and a eopy of the Iatg§§§§i0a31 So~
cialist Review by seamail, in addition %o ths eopy o

ntercontinental Press that you already receive. Copies
of the internal bulletins will be sent to the § Parnell
Road addrsss, as per request. I would apnreciate it if
you would drop me a note when you receive this =aterial
s0 that I can he sure it is coming through 111 right.
Insofar as possible, 1 would like to get what you nub=-
ligke.

-

i snclose two copies, one for yo¥ and one for Ann,
of & letter written by Joe to La.a ‘ampoe. Also a copy
of a stateent mentioned in the letter. I hope this ¢an
sarve as & reminder of the main points in the discus-
gion and help lay out a certain framework. This 1s very
important, it seems to me, for a relatively new group
like yours which has not had the experience »f partici-
pating in an international discusslon of this type. 1f
you have any guestions or ~ommentsu, nlease drop me a
line. There is no need for me to repeat what I sald be-
fore about the lupurtauce ol the debate that is going
on and the particular relevanee it has for your situva—
tiona.

Fraternally,

Gerry Fol¢§



14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

February 7, 1973

JAPAN
Sakal

Dear Comrade Sakai,

We have received your letter informing us of the

February 23-25 national congress of the Japan Revolutionary
Communist League.

I will be able to attend your congress as the official
representative of the Soclialist Workers Party. I will be
arriving on Japan Air Lines flight number 1 in Tokyo on
February 21 at 8:20 P1. Will someone meet metat the airport,
or should I proceed to go into Tokyo? If so, where should
I go? I would appreclate it if I could stay with a comrade.

FPor your information, I am enclosing a copy of a letter
from Joseph Hansen to Bala Tampoe. I hope that during my
stay in Japan I will be able to have discussions with you
concerning the issues raised in this letter and any other
thoughts you have about the sl tuation in the International.
Also enclosed is a copy of the statement Joe made at the
IEC on the reasons why the world congress should be postponed.

I am looking forward to seeing you again.

Comradely,

Statemanu



New York
Febtruary &, 1973

Alan Harris
Connie Rarris
London

Dear Alan and Connie,

“Enclosed for your informatviocn is a copy of the letter tuat
Joe Hansen has sent to kala Tampoe. £35 you will note, Joe indicates
that copies are being sent to other leading coanrades around the
world. This includes mempers of the 1lEC who were not present, or
those who were present but refused to sign the tendency call of
Mandel-Maitan~Frank; also, it is being sent to individual leaders
of sections, some of whom were present at the IFC, some of whom
were not. The purpose is to inform comrad«<s ol the yresent status
of the discussion in the world movement following tne IEC, and tc
learn the opinions of these comrades cn these matters.

I gm also enclosing an extra copy of Joe's letter for you.
Would you please send it to the leading Fakistani comrade, along
with a brief personal note explaining what it is. Mary Alice
said that you would know to whom it shculd te sent. it would
probacly also te a good idea to find out if this coarade has
received the document by Blanco, Camejo, Hansen, Lcrenzo, and
liorenol

Peter said that he conveyed the information about the vantis; ¢
conference to you. Jack will discuss it with you in more detail
when he comes over for the next secrebariat meeting.

Comradely,

Cus Horowitz



New York
February 8, 1973

Dear Jaber,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Joe Hansen to Bala
Tampoe, asking him for his opinion of the current situation
in the world movement. I presume that by now you have had a
chance to study the international discussion, and wonder if
you have formed any views on the discussion and on the points
Joe takes up in his letter. If so, please write and let me
know.

Did you receive my letter of January 212

Please keep me informed of your activities.

Comradely regards,

Gary



New York
February 8, 1973

John Riddell
Toronto

Dear John,

Thanks very much for your prompt reply to our request for
that address you sent. We hope that the visit will work out.

Enclosed is a cogy of a letter by Joe Hansen to Bala Tampoe.
As Joe inddcates at the end, copies of his letter are being sent
to various leading comrades. These include comrades who were not
able to attend the IEC, those at the IEC who did not sign the
Mandel-Maitan~Prank tendency statement, and leading comrades from
other countries not represented on the IEC. As you can see, the
purpose of circulating this letter is to inform comrades of the
present status of the international discussion, and £ind out

what the thinking of these comrades is at this stage.

There are several decisions that still have to be worked out
regarding the next steps to take in the international discussion.
These involve matters both of a tactical nature and of practical
implementation that were not discussed immediately after the IEC
because some people had to leave right away. So there is need for
a small meeting of the five signers of the documsnt on Latin
America plus at least a few leading comrades from other countries
who agree with the douument. It would be important for you or
another central leader from Canada to attend this meeting.

In consultation with comrade Moreno, the meeting has been
arranged to take place in Santlago, Chile the first weekend in
March. This will enable Hugo Blanco to attend, and will make it
nuch easier for leaders of several Latin American parties as well,
since some of these comrades are already planning to be in
Argentina at around the same time for a cadre @chool.

Some of the pomnts that need to be discussed are:t the formal
crganization of the tendency, practical measures to work ou# such
&5 location of the tendency center and designation of a tendency
secre&liry, the nature of additional documents to be drafted and
the designation of drafting committees, etc. The Santiago
meeting could also draw up an initial statement to be published
in the International Internal Discussion Bulletin and circulated

throughout the world.maxiut,

Mary Alice or I will be in further touch with you on this --
by letter or phone. In the meantime, please give serlous consideration
to the practicalities of your attending.

Comradely regards,

Pevm VTmmm. .22



1§ Charles Lane
Kew York, N.Y. 10014

February 9, 1973
LUAEMBOURG
Lear Robert,

Enclosed is z copy of a letter to Comrade Bala Tampoe
from Joe ilansen, asking for his opinion on the current situa-
tion in the FPourth International. iny thoughts you may have
on the questions raised would be equally appreciated.

Comradely regards,

Mary-aAlice Waters



14 Charles Lane
Hew York, N.Y. 10014

February 9, 1973
NET, DS
Dear Comrade Pieterson,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to Comrade Bala Teampoe
from Joe Hansen, asking for his opinion on the curreat
situation in the Fourth Intermational. Any thoughts you may
have on the questioms raised would be equally appreclated.

You have probably received a copy of the Intermational
Internal Discussion Bulletin containing the document "Argen-
tina and Bolivia -~ The Balance Sheet,” but if not, please
let us know immediately, It will probably take the comrades
who are now part of the mewly fused orgamization in Holland
a while to catch up on the entire internstional discussionm,
but the comrades in Gemt indicated they intended to trans-
late some of the material into Flemish, so that should make
the task eaasier for you.

Comraedely regards,

Mary-Alice Waters



18 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

February 9, 1973
ARGENTINA
Dear Hugo,

Enclosed for your information is s copy of a letter
from Joe to Bala Tampoe.

We are sending coplies of 1t to members of the IEC who
were not present at the plemum, and those who were presgent
but refused to sign the tendency call of Mandel-Frank-lMaitan.
We are also sending it to a number of leaders of different
sections, some of whon were present at the IEC, some of
whom were not.

The next atep is the Santiago conference.

Warm regaxds,

HMary-Alice
P.S. The news of the clection campaign is extremely impressive!



February 9, 1973
Vear Shu-tse and Pi-lan,

Encloged for your imformation is a copy of a letter
from Joe to Bala Teampoe. It doesn't need much further ex-
planation. It is simply a step in the process of forming
the tendency called for by the document, "Argentina and
Bolivia -~ The Balance Sheet."

We are semnding copies of the letter to members of the
IEC who were not present at the IEC plenum, or those who
were present but refused to sign the tendency call of Mandel-
Frank-Maitan. We are also sending it to individual lesders
of sections, some of whom were present at the IEC plenum,
sone of whom were not. We will keep you informed of any
responses.

Peter probably gave you a report on plans for the
Santiago conference which will draft a statement amnouncing
the formation of our tendency. We can discuss any ideas or
suggestions you musay have for this when one of us is in
Paris a couple of weeks from now. There is a meeting of the
United Secretariat Fobruary 24, so we will be in Paris a
few days before that.

Hope you are both well.
Warm regards,

Mary-Alice

P.S. We received your respomse on Pi-lan's contribution to
the intermational discussion. The guggestion to simply
uge the name VWeng aand change noth elgse is fine. We've
already sent the bulletin to the print shop so it should
be out shortlye.



14 Charles Lane
Huw Ycrk, N-I- 1&1“‘

February 9, 197>
NETHERLANDS

Dear Theo,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter %o Comrade Bala Tampoe
from Joe Hansen, asking for his opinion om the current situa-
tion in the Fourth Intermational. Any thoughts you may have
on the questions raised would be equally appreclated.

I understand from the last Secretariat meeting that
the fusion with Revolte has taken place, so the Dutch comrades
nust be in an advantageious position now to move ahead on
a whole new level.

Comradely regards,

Mary-ilice Waters



February 9, 1973
CHILE
Jear Comrade Vitale,

Undoubtedly Courade Montes has given you a report of
the Last IEC mecting which, unfortunately, you were not able
to attend. Also, you will have seen thedocument presented by
Blanco, Camejo, Hansen, Lorenzo and Moreno, "Argentina and
Bolivia -- The Balance Sheet." This document was supported
by a nminority of the IEC uembers present at the meeting. You
will have noted that the document concludes with a call for
the formation of an international tendency with the aim of
reversing the last VYorld Congress guerrillaist "turn" and
its iuplications.

Comrade Hansen has since then written a letter to
Comrade Tampoe asiving for his opinions on the political line
of the international and its evolution since the Ninth Congress.
I am enclosing a,eo§gae£ this letter for your informsation. We
wnuldibe pleased Lo hear your thoughts on these important
questions.

Unfortunately, I did not get a chance o visit with you
during ny last visit to Chile. However, I did talk with Comrades
Montes, Blanco and some others. I was able to obtain some of

the initial docuuents of the reunified Chilean section, but

we do not yet have the final version of the positions adopted

at the reunification congress. One or two of the North American
comrades expect to vislt Chile soon and we look forward to

the opportunity for 2 meeting with you and other leading
comrades of the PSH.

Comradely,

Ed Shaw

P.S. I have sent = copy of Comrade Hansen's letter to Comrade
Hontes also.



14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

February 9, 1973
GLEMANY

Dear Karl,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that Jce Hansen sent
to Comrade Bsla Tampoe. It outlines some of our thinking
on the IEC plemun and the current stage of the discussion
in the Internationsal.

Comrsdely,

Mary-Alice



14 Charles Lene
Hew York + N.Y. 10014

February 9, 1973
Dear Patrick,

I had expected to be back in Paris long before now
but since I've heen delayed here in New York, I thought
I should write you.

in November we discussed the possibility of you and
snother Greek comrade being able to come here for a tour
which would be useful in establishing comtacts in the Breek
community in the major cities in the United States. At that
time we left it open, because you still did not have any
passport or other papers, which you thought might be resolved
by January.

Have you made any progress im this? Is there any possi-
bility that we can organize such a tour this agring? The
best times for such a tour here would be late March through
May but in that cose we would have to know very soon and
begin to organize it.

Could let we kmow about this by letter? Please write
in Greek. ere ure comrades here who can translate.

Do you know o courades by the name of Ioannis Felekis
who is in the Aeglna prison? We have received several letters
fronm him asking for literature which we have sent. If there
are other comrades in prison to whom we should send material
you should let us know. We'll be glad to do whatever we can.

Comradely regards,

Mary-Alice



February 9, 1973
COLOMBIA

Lear Carlos,

, We have had two visita by Colombians recently. A short
while ago Freddy and Avela stopped by on their way to Bogoth
from Eurcpe. 1 expect they have seen you since they arrived
in Colombia. I gave them coples of = intermational discus-
sion documemts, some of which were in Spanish. Jaime spent
a lot of time with then. Please let us know if you have nmet
these compafieros. They Jjoined the French group during the
last year in Ewrope and said they know about you through
correspondence.

Also, Just yesterday, a couple stopped by on their way
to Europe from Bogotf. The man's name is Umberto, I dom't
remenber the wonan's name - she is French. He said he is
in a group that participates in the Bloc, but didn't give us
a very clear pichbure of the political differences with your

SITOoUD.

I hope you have been able to read a copy of the document
on Bolivia and Argemtina thet was presented to the recent
meeting in Burope by Hugo Blanco, Peter Camejo, Joseph Hansen,
An{bal Lorenzo, and Nahuel Moremo. We do not yet have a
Spanish tramnslation of this document but expect one to be
completed shortly. The document was supported by a minority
of the nmembers prescnt.

With relation to the intermational discussion, you may
have noted that the sggners of this document called for the
formation of an intermational tendency to better argue for a
reversal of the "turn" on guerrills war, and all it carried
with it, at the last World Congress, etc. The enclosed copy
of a letter from Jo¢ Hansen to Bala Tampoe tends to explain
our position on this natter and I'm enclosing it for your
information. It is very possible that Peter or I will be
able to visit you in Bogot8 some time in March and we would
like Yo know your reaction to these recent events in the
international.

We will weite o you later with more definite information
about the date hen one of us will be traveling through Bogoté.

Until then, comradely,



Feb. 9' 1973

Chile: Hugo Blanco

Dear Hugo,
Enclosed 13 a copy of a letter to Bala Tumpoe from Joe Hansen.
Copies of the letter are being sent to IiC menbers who were not
at the last meeting in Zurope and to other section leaders around the
wxigkix world.

Also enclosed is the stautement by Humsen explaining our rejueat
for s posiponement of the world Congress. The rejuest was denied.

This is the material I mentioned in my most recent letter.
It seems quite certain I will be in Santiago with the other c¢des.

in March. 1 hope the March 4 elections will not make it difficult to
have the meeting.

Comradely,

Z4 Shavw



February 9, 1973
MELXICO
Dear Manuel,

We have not received Bandera Roja or Virus HoJo for some
time. I hope there has been no problem getting the publications
out. I expect that Mara got the pamphlet on the Transitionsl
Progranm wvhich I smept immediately after returning to the U.S.
last December.

I spoke with Dave Weiss and he told me Bbout his visit
to Mexico. He was very grateful for the help you were able
to accord him. He is an old-time comrade but has not been an
activist for several years, devoting all of his spare time to
filmnaking.

It is guite possible that I will be able to visit Mexico
again in a nonth or two snd would like to discuss the inter-
national political differences with the comrades. Unfortunately,
the documents adopted by the majority at the IEC have not yet
been submitted to the intermal discussion bulletin - I hope
they will be available before I vialt Mexico again so that
the discussion can be more concrete and ffuitful. A Spanish
translation of the Blanco, Camejo, Hansen, Lorenzo, Moreno
docunent omn Bolivia and Argentina w1l be ready for circula-
tion in the intermal discussion bulletin soon.

I'm enclosing = @opy of a letter from Joe H. to Bala
Tampoe for your genersl information on our thinking. I wonder
if you have had any further thoughts on these probleus.

We have been wondering if the GCI has set a date for &ts
next congress. Flease let us know when the date is set for we
would like to send an SWP representative to attend as a fraternal
observer if circunstances permit.

Please give Mara my thanks for her help in selecting the
sweater and chess setsas gifts for my son. He was very Eleaaed
with them. 3ince my return I have meen dozens of those "Mexlcan
sweaters” around Greenwich Village in New York. Without Mara's
help I would have floundered on the &#i#ficult task of gift
selection. Also, uy best regards to the other comrades.

Comradely,

Ed Shaw



February 9, 1973
CHILE
Dear Comrade Montes,

Following the December IEC meeting and the clearly ex-
pressed differences on questions of such msjor importance
as the political line of the international on Latin America,
the perspectives for EBurope and the analysis of the current
stage of the Vietnamese revolution, Comrade Hansen wrote a
letter to Courade Tampoe of Ceylom outlining our conception
of the problems facing the international during the current
dgbata. I am enclosing a copy of thia letter for your informa-
tion.

Since you were present at the lecember meeting and have
had the opportunity to discuss the political geaitians with the
Chilean comrades, I think you must have some further thoughts
concerning the international differences. We would like to
hear your views on this question.

It is possitlie that I will again be in Chile within the
next few months. I an looking forward to a discussion with
you and the other leading comrades on the situation.

I sent a copy of Hansen's letter to Comrade Vitale, also,
for his information.

Comradely,

Ed Bhaw



February 9, 1973
Bear Juan,

Enclosed for your information is a copy of a letter from
Comrade Hansen %o Bala Tsmpoe in Ceylon. The letter is being
sent to many IEC members and leaders of sections throughout
the movement. I believe the contentn is self-explanatory.

I suppose you are aware of the plans made im collaboration
with Comrade loreno to hold an initial tendency meeting in
Santiago during the first weekend of March and it is not
necessary for me $o elaborate on them in this letter.

Please give ny best regards to the others. I am looking
forward to ay nexwt visglt to el cono sur.

Comradely,

Ed Shaw



February 9, 1973
CHILE

Dsar Antenor,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent by Comrade Hansen to
Bala Tampoe, leader of the Ceylonese section. The letter oute
lines our position on the political problems in the inter-
natiocnal and the fornation of the tendencies. We have sent
coples of the letber to many leading members of other sections
as a neans of informing them of our tendency and to attempt
to draw them into a discussion of the problems involved.

I expect that you are aware of the plans made in collabora-
tion with Comrade Moreno to hold an initial tendency meeting
in Santlago during the first weekend in March. We will have
an opportunity to discuss the next steps to tske in the internal
struggle at this neeting.

Give my regardz to all the comrades, hopefully Javier is
getting the medicsl attention he needs. Hasta pronto,

Comradely,

Ed Shaw

P.Se I sent copies of Joe's letter to Vitale and Momtes for
their general information. They have not been iunvited to
the tendency uneecting amd have not been informed of it.



Dear Shu-tse and Pi-lan,

Enclosed for your information is a cony of a letter
from Joe to Bala Tampoe. It doesn't ne d much further ex-
planation. It is simply a step in the vrocess of forming
the tendency calle& for by the document, "Argentina and DBolivia -~
The Balance Sheet.'

We are sending copies of the letter to members of the
IEC who were not present, or those who were present but
refused to sign the tendency call of Yandel-Frank-Maitan.

We are also sending it to inflividual leaders of sections,
some of whom were present at the IEC, some of whom were not.
We will keep you informed of any responses.

Peter probably gave you a report on plans for the San-
tiago conference which will draft a stagement announcing the
formation of our tendency. We can discuss any ideas or sug-
gestions you may have for this when one of us is in ¥aris
a couple of weeks from now. There is a meeting of the United
Secretariat February 24, so we will be in Paris a few days
before that.

Hope you are both well,

Warm ragards,

Mary-Alice



,J 14 Charles Lane

\‘l‘)p‘ Hew York, N.Y. 10014

y February 9, 19732
Dear Fred,

In gonmsultation with Cde., Moreac by phone we have ar-
ranged for s saall meeting of the people who signed the docu-
ment on Bolivia amd Argentina which called for the formatiom
of an international temdency plus a few leaders of other
sections that are in agreement. The conference is to be in
Santiago the first weekend in March. In Samtiago for two
reasons: (1) so Hugo B. can attemd; amd (2) to make it easier
for leaders of cther sections, especlally im Latin America,
to attemd. The date was chosen because Hugo told us that
gome of theme people will be attea dimg & cadre school in
Arge. during March and cam thus fi% the Samtiago conference
in with their plans.

The telephone coaversation with Hugo M. took place just
before you left New York, but you were rushimg around getting
ready to leave and I'm recapitulating the outline of the plans
in case you didn't absordb it during the rush.

it is very important that you make sure that the comrades

in B.A. know that we are expectimg them to see to it that the
physical arrangements for the gatheriag are made., They can
probadly do it by letter to someomne in Chile or, if not,
someone may have to go over from Be.A. The arrangements won't
be very difficult because there probably won't be more than
15 to 25 peopls imvolved. We plaan to send five: Joe, M~A,
Jack, Peter amd myself., Canada will send one or two. There
robably won't beanyome from other countries outside Latin
imerica with the possible exception of one from England. The
Latin American delegation will probably be in about the same
proportions. We don't thimk more than two days of formal
neeting time will be required -~ whether it is a Saturdy and
Sunday or Sunday amnd Momday i1z up to the ones who make the
errangements froz that end. But there will probably be
another day or two in Santiago of informal discussions in
addition to the weekend.

It's also importemat that you kmow our gemeral comcept of
this meeting so you can express 1t duriamg your discussions
with the B.A. comrades. We consider the conference an initial
gathering of those who called for a tendency. That is, it is
more or less the kind of gathering we should have had immediately
following the IEC meeting to discuss and plam our next steps.
We couldn't have that kind of meeting because some of the
important people couldn't stay over after the IEC. We think
it should be limited to a discussion and decision on the next
tactical steps and practical implementation, the selection of
a committee to prepare a draft of a basic tendency programmatic
document for a future larger meeting prior to the Wprld Congress.
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At this future moeting others who are prepared to Jeinthe
tendency will be able to participste in the discussion before
the final adoption of the draft programmatic statement. The
Santi meeting should issue an initial statement —- Barnes
calls it the "Santlago Grito" -- to be circulated throughout
the world movement. 8 will give us a chamce to comtinue
discussion Wi th those who have not yet decided and encourage
them to share their ideas about the problems im the Inter-
national with us while the major documemnt is being drafted.
All this will have to proceed quite rapidly since it will
have to be finished before the VWorld Congrois which is still
scheduled for late August.

We've made a start in discussing with other intermationsl
leaders, IEC meubers who were not at the IEC and some section
leaders, in the form of a letter by Joe H. to Bala Tampoe
asking him for his thoughts on the matter. We are sending
copies of this letter to others with a covering letter asking
them, in turn, what they think about the idesas expreased in
Joe's letter to Tampoe. I'm enclosing a copy of this letter
for your information, BHugo M. will already have a copy. The
general idea ia that we want to play it cool and give every-
one a chance to make up their mind before the final formation
of a formal tendency with a finished program.

Things look pretty good in some places. Peter spoke at
the Swedish convention and it seens he won a lot of support
and made others nmore open-minded about carefully considering
our positions. The guestion of Vietnam was crucial with little
support for the MMF & Sterme position. It's clear that we can
use time advantageously in several places, if not yet in the
French citadel.

Joe, Jack, Peber and myself will be in B.A. between four
and six days before the Santiago. It will be hard for some of
us to get there sarlier as had been hoped due to an iamportant
US meeting in Europe the weekend of Februsry 24-25. As matters
stand now, I will temtatively arrive February 25.

Tell Hggo M. we are sending somecne to the library for
the Pravda article he asked about and he should get it before
the week is out.,

I read in the lew york Times today that the Lanusse govern~
ment had ruled Perdn can't return to campaign for the Justicial-
istas as had been planned and that they are "taking steps” to
rule the Peronist perty off the ballot. If this is true the
whole thing may be up for grabs. It is very important that we
hear from you. “W¢ also need axrticles explaining some of the
stories in A.S. and raking them more intelligible for the U.S.
reader. AHD THIS IS A MUBT -~ Tell the comrades in charge of
sending A.S. that we need 1t eve week. We are {rying to get
something in The Militant and ;g each week but they continue




to hold back and send us two issues at a time, two weeks
apart. There is nothing in the paper or IP this week because
there was no news for over two weeks.

Your interview arrived todsy.

See you soon. Give hy best to Virginia.

Comradely,



New York
February 9, 1973

Jerusalenm

Dear Mikado,

I received your letter of January 26, By now you should
have received my the letter of January 26 written from here by
Dave Yrankel and myself. Did you also receive my letter of
January 217 It included a brief mention of the IEC meeting and
a draft thesis I wrote on the revolution in the Arab Easat.

The letters of January 21 and Uanuary 26 explain what we
are doing in regard to your defense cases against the repression.
We are having only limited success, however, in drawing in
forces of a broader nature. We need more information -- as

documented as possible.

¥kdxyzmu

Do you continue to received the internation al internal
discussion bulletins? Did you receive the latest one with the
document by Blanco, Camejo, Hansen, Morenzo and Moreno? I hope
you have had a chance to study it. 1 enclose a copy of a letter
that Joe Hansen has written to Bala Tampoe in this connection,
asking him for his opinion on the discussion in the world movement.
I would very much be interested in hearing your views also on

these questions.

I was still a little confused by your January 206 letter
regarding addresses for correspondence. Please tell me specifically
xkak how you would like this to be handled.

Comradely regards,

Gus

cc. Arie



New York
February 9, 1973

Arie Lober
Jerusalem

Dear Arie,

Enclosed is a copy of a gk letter 1 sent to Mikado. I do
not know the exact situation with the addresses, so I am writing
to both of you to be sure.

I would also be interested in hearing your views on the
situation in the world movement, and in particular cn the
document Ly Blanco, Camejo, Hansen, Lorenzo, and Moreno and
on the points that Joe raises in his letter to Eala.

Fraternally,

Gus

cc. Slikado



Pebruary 10, 1973

Dear Comrade Christos,

I hope that this letter reaches you without any
trouble. There are two enclosures: a copy of a letter
I wrote to Bala Tampoe concerning the internal situa-
tion that has been developing in our movement, and a
copy of a statement referred to in the letter to Com-
rade Tampoe. These are self-explanatory.

If you are in position to send me your own impres-
sions of the situation, I would be happy to hear from
you. It is all right to write in Greek, particularly if
it is typewritten, as we have someone who can translate
for us.

We know that it is quite a problem to get the docu-
ments in the discussion translated into your language.
What is being done about this? Have you been receiving
the documents as they were issued?

Praternally yours,

Enc. Joseph Hansen
Airmail



o

b

é&vﬁw February 10, 1973

&

N

Dear George,

I wanted very much to talk with you after the IEC
meeting to get your opinions about the development of
the internel situation, which is of increasing concern
gobus here. But I suppose you had to get back to your

ob.

My impression is that the comrades who opted for
the guerrilla line at the last world congress have de-
cided to insist on it no matter what the consequences,
including its effect in other areas. This is very dbad,
in my opinion.

I have voiced some thoughts on this in a letter
to Bala Tampoe, who could not be at the IEC meeting,
as you know. No doubt you will be interested in this,
80 I am enclosing a copy for your information. Also I
am enclosing a copy of the statement I made for the
ninutes on the advisability of postponing the congress
agaig. You are already familiar with this and may agree
on .

I was glad to see you make a differentiation on the
blanket approval of entryism which Ernest insisted on
including in the resolution on Europe. There were some
good things in the resolution but that one item looked
like what the Russians would call the spoonful of tar
in the barrel of honey, or what we would call the fly
in the soup. I hope you can wield enough influence to have
it removed; but I must admit that I am pessimistic about
your chances on this.

Please feel free to write me about your views on the
situation in the international and what kind of restrain-
ing influence you think might be exerted on the comrades
w?o place such central importance on the guerrilla orienta-
tion.

Reba joins in sending our best regards,

Joe



February 10, 1973

Germany
Dear Comrade Boepple,

I am enclos for your information a copy of a
letter I wrote to a Tampoe with regard to the in-
ternal situation that has developed in our interna-
tional movement. As one of the movement's older cadres
and a member of the Control Commission, you have, I am
certain, been following with concern the appearance and
subsequent deepening of differences.

In case you would want to send me your own impres-
sions of the gsituation I would be happy to hear from you.

Fraternally yours,

Enc. Joseph Hanaen
Airmail



P

ngg;;ear Comrade Galatis,

The press here has been reporting the latest events
surrounding the reelection of Magkarios and the new actions
of the Grivas forces. We plan to have something about this
in a coming issue of Intercontinental Presa. If you have
any special material, such as clippings ITom newspapers or
magazines, they could prove useful to us. As you know, one
of the members of our staff can translate from printed or
typewritten Greek. (Handwritten Greek offers a bit of a
problem, although we can handle that, too, with some delay.)

February 10, 1973

Have you been receiving the documents on the internal
discuasion in the International? What is your opinion on
the development of the discusaion? We would like to hear
from you about this.

For your information I am enclosing a copy of a letter
I wrote to Bala Tampoe about the situation as it stands at
present. This should bring you up to date (if you have bemn
receiving the internal discussion bulletin regularly).

Fraternally yours,

Enc. Joseph Hansen
Airmsail



February 10, 1973
v

Dear Comrade Bruno,

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of a
letter I wrote to Bala Tampoe about the situation that
has been developing in the International. Perhaps you
will agree with some of the points made in the letter,
particularly on the problem of getting the documents
translated so as to assure a genulnely democratic dis-
cussion. If you feel like writing me, please feel free
to do so. There is no problem for us to translate from
German.

The article in Was Tun about the history of the
Trotskyist movement I8 & most interesting contribution.
The Bwiss comrades, who also owe much to the founders of
the Austrian movement, had already told me a good deal
about this so I was familiar with the main outlines. Do
you plan to write down more than was included in the
Was Tun article? It would be good for Intercontinental

ress.

Fraternally yours,

Joseph Hansen



New York
February 10, 1973

Dear Magan,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Joe Hansen to Bala Tampoe.
Copies of this letter are being sent to various leading comrades
around the world. These include comrades who were not presemt at
the IXC, or those who were present end did not mumpmpx sign the
Mandel-laiteon~Frank tendency statement, and leading comrades from
other countries not reprexented ¥ on the IEC. The purpose of
gending this letter is to inform comrades around the world of the
present status of the discussion mk in the world movement and to
try to find out what the thinking is of these comrades at this

Stage-

Among the supporters of the Blanco-Camejo-Lorenzo-Hangen=Moreno
document, there are several decisions that have to be taken about
the next steps to take in the international discussion. These involve
natters beth of a tactical nature and of practical. 1mplementation.
Therefore the five signers of that document have arranged for a small
meeting to take place shortly. It is scheduled to be held in
Santiago; Chile on the first weekend in Merch.

In sddition to these five, it is hoped that a few leading comradea
from other countricy who zlfa u pupport the document will also be
able to attend the mcebi In particular, we expect that several
leading conrsdes fron DLM&Z latin American countries besides Argentina
will be able to attend. ¥For exsmple, comrade Hogo Blanco will be
at this meeting.

Some of the points that need to be discussed are: the formal
organization of the tendency, practical measures to work out such
as location of the tendency center and ® designation of a tendency
gecretiary, the nature of sdditionsl documents to be drafted and the
decignetion of drafting committees, etc. The Santisgo meeting cen aleo
(Araft an initial u%dueécnt to be published in the International
Interncl Digecussion Bulletin and circulated throughout the world
movenent.

It would be very valuable if you or one of the other central
leaders in India who support the Blanco-Czmejo-Hansen-Lorenzo-loreno
document 3w could attend this meeting. However, I assume that this
is not possible for practical reasms. Sometime after the meeting,
however, I think it will be possible for someone to come to Indisa
and hold further discussiens with you about the world movement.

Comradely greetings,

cc: Kolpe



New York ‘
February 13, 1973

Gaorge Fyson
New Zealand

Dear George,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter by Joe Hansen to Bala Tawpoe.
Coples of this letter are being sent to leading comrades in the
world movement. This includes comrades who wera not sble to
attend the IEC meeting, those who did attend but who did not
sign the Mandel~Maitan-Frank tendency statement, and leading
comrades frem other countries not represented on the I£C. The
pwpose of sending this letter is to inform these comrados of
the pressznt status of the international discussion and to find
out what the thinking of theze comrades is at this stage of
the discussion.

Puring the IEC the supportars of the Blanco-Camajo-Hariganw
Lorenzo-HHoreno document had & chance to have sorme discussions,
but some of the cowmradeos had ¢o leava right away after the meeting,
with geveral docicions otill left to be declded. These Anvolve
daclalions reoaxding © 23 in the Ainternational dliscussion and
some practical pod it dor exumple, the formal organizatien of
the tendency, loo y of Fhe tendancy center and designation ofis
& tendoncy secretury, (N nature of additiounal documants to be
drafted and the deziguotion of drafting commitieea, etces

Yo resolve thesoe questiong, the five signars of the document
have decicad o eall a wsacil weating to be held in Santizgo, Chile,
the filrst wecloend In March. This will enable comrade Blanzo to
attend, as well ag leaders of soveral Latin American partles who
are plannirg to be in Argentina at around the game time for a
cadre schoul. A ¥Yoew other leading comrades from other countries
Wno gupport the ddcument will also attend. |

It would Lo very ¢good 18 one of the leading comrades from
Baw f:a wino ouprort thls document could attend ¢his muetingg
bat L wssane Lhal thisg ifo impractical.  However, pome time zftar
he mowting, it should ke possible for one of the leadling comrades
o &a to Noew Zealand and Australla for discuggions. I will write
vou agaln ghan there ig gomething more definite to propose in
Thas ragard.

Please share this letter with the other leading comrades.

B -,

Conradaly,

Gus Horowita



New Yorik
February 13,1973

Jim Percy
Eustralia

Dear Jim,

Enclosad is & copy of a letter by Joe Hansen to Bala Tumpoa.
Ceples are being senk to other leading comrades in the werld
rovemonl - concodos who wire not able to attend the IEC reooting,
conraces who attonded byt who 4ld not sign the Mondel-!atlisie
Fear.: wlercy statenant, and leading copmrzdes from countylies
rot roproconted on the IECe  Tha purpose of sending trhis Intien
ia Lo irleorm thire comsades of thae prepsent slutus of (he dig-ugsion
in the world roverent end o €ind out what the Llikiing of these
corrocas L0 st this gtage of the discususion.

o

sunportcrs of the Blanco-Cruielo-ansei-Lorensdw
Y TLE Where were ptill coue cuestlong that

oo coms o the coneon g lad o lesve
W el e POP exunple, : Foarial organlzation
< g the tendancy cand Cavignation of
. N 2 of edditional dJdocuvnenig €0 Le
et of dralting committecs, et

Axnag tha
Moreno Ao y
wore lc :
right adice
of the teund
& tendoncy gooretory,
drafted and the dooign

1 s Daen callied to discuss thesg questions.
It will De bkeld In Sireinns, Qalla the £irst weckend in Mok
thig wiil o Ble cowred: Flanco to attand, s well us lecdcrs of
saveral Lelin Aoerican puotles who suppord this document. A few
ol Tealing conwedes Yrom other countries who gupport the

Eoog i widld Birend.

A snall measting

<

I woold o ovary volueble 1F yvou o another leading comruda

E e B teecrls thls document could attend the neeting,
L rob peossible for practlcal rauzonse

. hare, Lt wphould be possible for a loading
lia dopx digcugslong on quastiony facing
oully thlisg can be g ghort tine aftesr the

4 e Jo« When thera 18 something more definite
cenota T owlll welte you.

fLouze sharze this letter with the other lesading conrades.

Comradely,

Gus RHorowits



14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

February 15, 1973
GOTEBORG
Dear Hakan,
I'm enclosing a copy of a letter I wrote to Bo im Stockholm.
I'm also enclosing the material I mention in the letter to Bo.
I do 80 t keep the Swedish lesdership informed of how we see
the present situation in the internationa 1 discussion.

Any comments you would like to meke on this would be
appreciated by us.

Comradely,

Peter Camejo



February 15, 1973
CARACAS
Dear David,

Enclosed is =2 eogy of aletter semt by Comrade Hansen to
Bala Tampoe, leader of the Ceylonese section. The letter
explaing the present situation im the iaternational movemeat
after the IEC, Copies of the letter are being sent to lesding
members of other sections as 3 means of informing them of

our opinions and to attempt to find out their on
these matters.

Also enclosed is Joe Hansen's appeal for a pestponement
of the world congress. This proposal was voted down at the

I hope to be able to visit you quite soon. Either after
the tendemcy meeting im Santiggo at the begimnming of March
or just before.

We recelived Miguel's letter regprtins on his trizé The
perspectives look quite optimistic for Trotskyisa in Latin
America in the immediate period ahead. We m try to tura

the break-thro we are makimg in Argentina into a continent-
wide growth of tekylist influence. see that steps are
being taken by our comrades in Argemtima to come to the helpt
of Vemezuela.

I should infora you of some very bad news we Jjust re-
ceived. Comrede M.A. in Mexico had a terrible car accident.
He will live but bas suffered terribly and will need a lot
of medical sttention., He has been in the hospital one week
now and new operations will begin soon. We were notified omly
yesterday but will teke immediate steps to make sure he gets
the best medical sttention possible.

Looking forward to seeing you again.
Coursdely,

Peter
cc: Miguel



14 Charles Lane
Hew York, N.Y¥. 10014

February 15, 1973
STOCKHOLM
Dear Bo,

We have not yet received any of the materisl that the
Swedish comrades were to have sent us. They were: (1) your
statement on Vietnsm passed at your congress so we could
print 1t& (2) the tafzcrccnrding of my comments at your congress
and the discuasion, luding Vergeat's comments on the interw
national question; (%) the statement of your Political Buresu
rnade after ay comnents at the congress.

John Benson remained in Sweden after 1 left and it was
mny understanding that he would make sure that this material
was mailed to us. I know you are guite busy, but I would ap-
preciate it if you eould look into this and let me know what
has happened. 80 let me know 1f there have been any further
decisions by your leadership on the questions that arose at
your congress regarding the intermational discussion.

For your information I am enclosing a letter from Joe
Hansen to Bala Tampoe outlining the present situation in the
international. It has been mailed to 1EC members who were not
present at the IEC, to leaders attending the IEC who have not
declared for any tendency, end to other leaders in the inter-
national. You are, of course, free to share this information
with other leaders of your organization.

Flease aak Tom to look at the February 23 Militant which
describes the factorg occupation of a steel factory by 8,000
workers. It is a perfect example of how to use an electlon to
help mobilize workers in direct action. At the crucial moment
when the army surrcunded the factory and prepared its attack,
Jorge Mera, our candidete for Governmor of Buenos Aires and a
leader of the Bank Workers, entered the occupled factory, re-
ceiving an ovation from the woskers as he declared he would
stand with them in the coming fight. The strike itself was led
by a candidate of the Workers' Front, Luls Gomez. Committees
to defend the factory occupation were initiated by the PST
through the Workers' Fromt in the community. Some 500 women
organized logisties for the strikers, for example, In 50 hours
the bosses capitukktedl

In the following issue (March 2), The Militant will rum an
article describing how the FST is organizing worker committees
in the poorer districts of Argentina and how out of each conflict
taking place in the factories, workers committees led by our
party are being formed. I hope thet you in Sweden can glve some
presg coverage to these developments.

Comradely,

cc: Hakan (G8teborg) Peter Camejo



P.S. After returning to N.Y. I checked again into the situation
regarding transliat the intermational discusasion documents
into French and fo that the situastion is worse than I
had reported to your congress. There are guite a few docu-
ments I 4id not memtion, which go back three years,
including the very important Chinese discussion, which
have still not been translated.



14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

February 15, 1973
AARHUS
Dear Preben,

For your information I am enclosing & copy of a letter
sent by Comrade Hamsen to Bala Tampoe, leader of the Ceylonese
section. The letter outlines our thinking on the present
status of the discussion in the International movement. Copies
of the letter have been sent to 1EC members who were not present
at the IEC in December, to those present who have not declared
for the Mandel«diaitan-Frank tendency, and to other individual
leaders in the Fourth Internmational. I am enclosing Comrade
Hansen's statement in favor of postponing the world congress.

If you have any questions or comments on this material
I would, of course, be interested to hear from you.

Is Torben receiving Avanzada Soclialists? Have him write
me right away if he is not getting 1t simnce I will be down
there soon and will make sure it is done.

The next issue of The Militant (February 23) will have
coverage of a steel factory occupation by 8,000 workers in
Argentina. At the critical moment when the army surrounded the
plant and prepared to attack, Jorge Mera, the PST candidate
for Governor of Buenos Aires and a leader of the Bamk Workers,
entered the occupied factory, receiving an ovation from the
workers. He pledged to astand with them 1f the army attacked.
The workers voted to allow him to stay. No other outsider was
pernitted in. The leader of the strike, Luis Gomez, is himself
a candidate of the Workers' Front. The PST mobilized community
committees, and other factories to help in the defense of the
occupation. It is a perfect example of how to take advantage of
an electoral process to mobilize the workers in direct action.

The March 2 issue of The Militant will run em article
on how the PST is organizing worker committees in the poor
districts and in factories where conflicts take place.

Comradely,

Peter Camejo

P.5. Please thank Torben for putting Dan and me up. I never
had a chance to say good-bye to him.

P.P.S. Enclosed is the agends for the world congress. Some of
the comrades at the meeting asked me for it.



February 22, 1973
MEXICC
Dear Carlos,

We were all very gléd that you called us about Manuel's
accident. Since I spoke to you I contacted Ermest Mandel
in Brussels and asked him to call Paris snd to coordinate
the effort to ralse money for Mamuel's operations. Ernest
reported back to ne a few days later that they had succeeded
in raising 500 dollaré. Mara should have received that by
now. I alaso called Miguel in Caracas and notified the com-
rades in Argentina. I understand the Argentine comrade who
visited Mexico last yesr haes writtem Mara and sent a small
donation (about 50 dollars). We wited from New York 250
dollars last week snd J White and Dick Garza who have
been instrumental in rals: the money are continuing to
eheck out other people they can spproach.

All in all I think the response of individuales who knew
Manuel has been quite good. All we can hope is that Manuel's
recovery is speedy snd complete. This whole experience must
be very rough on lMara,

Please keep in toush with us on any further developmentsa
regarding Menuel's condition.

Ed Shaw and nyself (the twbugqople who speak Spenish in
the national office) will be out of New York until about
March 15. But if necessary you can contact Judy White. Her
office number at the USIA office is 601.2880.

We have sent cut a letter by Joe Hensen sddressed to Bala
Tampoe to all IEC members who 4id not attend the IEC, %o those
who attended and 4id not join the majority and to other leaders
of the world movement, I'm enclosing that letter for your in-
formation. Please write me 1f you have any comments about it
that you wounld like to pass on.

Comradely,

Peter Camejo
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Proposal: Signers of the Grito

Peter:

Spain: Salvadorl, Carmen, Hugo , Carlon

M%ﬂ\ ﬁ\Britain: Alan, Connie, Tony ‘@d’l\w\ . }Q),\M

Peter

Denmark: Torben

Gug ===——-India: Magan, Kolpe + 7

Gus

= Australia: Jim Percy, Dave Holmes, Col Maynard

Gus ~=e===--.New Zealand: Keith, George

=

o M-

Canada: John, Ross, Ernie, Art, Alau.
China: Shu-~tse, Pi-lan e —

‘ & :
USA: Joe, Jack, M-A, Peter, Barry, Ed, Gus, Tony Th., Q‘ f}w«(‘f
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Peter 1'Argent1na Moreno, Lorenzo, Marcella, Pedro, Alberto, Arturo
Peter Peru: Tu({:ﬂo\, 'I’i'l:oa )¢

X | Chide: fHﬁgo Blanco )y Juan Perez

X Brazil: h'm\h"&r, Arode, o

Peter _Uruguay: -sscoximt- 8—\/\0”\)4(\
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Ed Colembia: B-uwx

Ed, Bster Mexico : 3eee¥, Ricard

2

3 ol ‘{“\ U Qfm%\“v:f\a







Declaration of the Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency

In the document "Argentina and Bolivia — the Balance
Sheet,” which was submitted to the International Exec-
utive Committee at its plenum in December, 1972, the
authors ended the section dealing with the current crisis
in the Fourth International by proposing that an inter-
national tendency be organized to seek reversal of the
guerrilla orientation adopted at the Third World Con-
gress Since Reunification (Ninth World Congress).

Some of the leaders of the Fourth International met
in Santiago, Chile, March 5-8 to consider this sugges-
tion concretely. After discussing the various problems
that have arisen because of the crisis, they decided to
undertake the responsibility of organizing such a ten-
dency. They agreed on the following platform as a basis
for appealing to the ranks of the Fourth International
to intervene in an organized way in the struggle that
has been conducted up to now on a leadership level
among the sections.

Platform of the Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency

1. For approval of the general line of the document
"Argentina and Bolivia — the Balance Sheet."

2. For reversal of the Latin American guerrilla-war
orientation adopted at the Third World Congress Since
Reunification (Ninth World Congress).

3. For reversal of the projections of this turnm in var-
ious fields as it became extended both geographically
and programmatically following the congress.

4. For resumption by the leading bodies of the Fourth
International of the method outlined in the Transitional
Program to solve the problems we face in bidding for
leadership of the proletariat in the class struggle.

5. For reaffirming the basic program, tradition, and
practices of the Fourth International as they stood up
to the time of the Third World Congress Since Reuni-
fication (Ninth World Congress), that is, specifically, of
commitment to the Leninist strategy of building a ecom-
bat party. The more revolutionary the situation, the more
decisive becomes the role of such a party.

6. For democratic organization of the coming world
congress. In addition to representation, this means spe-
cifically the translation and distribution of the documents
in at least French, Spanish, German, and English as
well in advance of the congress so that the membership
of the Fourth International can have adequate time to
study, debate, and decide on them.

7. Against any moves that endanger the authority of
the coming congress and the unity of the Fourth Inter-
national such as undemocratic selection of delegates, cur-
tailment of discussion, or failure to issue, translate, and
distribute resolutions and other documents on schedule.

Membership Requirements

The basis for membership in the Leninist-Trotskyist
tendency is agreement with the seven points of the above

platform. Membership in the tendency is open to anyone
in agreement with the platform who is a member in good
standing of a section or sympathizing group of the Fourth
International. In accordance with the tradition of our
movement, all those who join must take an open stand,
informing the leadership of their section of their action.

Assessment of Crisis in Fourth International

Besides the platform, those present at the Santiago con-
ference agreed on the following summary of the internal
situation now facing the Fourth International:

At the plenum of the International Executive Commit-
tee held in December 1972, the comrades responsible for
the guerrilla orientation adopted at the Third World Con-
gress Since Reunification (Ninth World Congress) made
it clear that they do not intend to rectify this erroneous
course. Instead, even after hearing a detailed presenta-
tion by two leading Latin American comrades of the
lessons of the past three years' experience in Argentina
and Bolivia, they reaffirmed their course, making it one
of the planks in their call for formation of an interna-
tional tendency to defend their views.

Although this decision was anticipated, it is to be re-
gretted. It marked a further deepening of the crisis over
orientation and leadership that has been developing in
our movement, for it recorded both the failure of these
comrades to recognize the lessons of the events in Ar-
gentina and Bolivia and their intention to fight for ap-
proval of their course at the coming congress. They played
down the disastrous consequences suffered by the offi-
cial sections of the Fourth International in those coun-
tries. In place of backing away from the guerrilla orien-
tation, they hailed it and deepened it. Now they propose
to continue as if the test of events had validated their
line. Should they succeed, this would mean assuring the
political and organizational disintegration of other sec-
tions just as surely as it did in the cases of Argentina
and Bolivia.

It clear that the Fourth International now stands at
a turning point.

On the broadest analyses made by our movement of
the world situation as a whole over the past decade, both
sides have found themselves in agreement in the main
(with some significant differences in particular sectors
and on particular issues). Yet a growing disparity has
appeared in the conclusions the two sides have drawn
on how the Fourth International should orient itself in
certain concrete situations of key importance (Argentina,
Britain, Spain, for instance). That is, in general, mount-
ing differences have developed over how the International
should handle its own forces concretely so as to expand
and strengthen them organizationally and ideologically,
exert the greatest possible influence in the class struggle,
and advance the cause of the socialist revolution most
effectively.

To explain and account for this growing gap between
the broad analyses of world trends and the conclusions



to be drawn from them in practice in party building is
now of crucial importance. Two major tendencies have
crystallized in the Fourth International. They stand in
opposition on a series of important questions. It is ev-
ident from this that one of them must have departed from
the methods advanced by Lenin in his works and prac-
tice and summarized by Trotsky in the Transitional Pro-
gram. Such a departure cannot help but more and more
deeply affect the concrete political assessments made by
the tendency at fault, thus opening the way to political
deviations of either an ultraleft or opportunist nature
or a combination of both. Differences as fundamental
as this must be brought out so that the proper rectifi-
cation can be made.

It is the existence of conflicting concepts on the meth-
odological level (which includes party-building methods)
that explains not only the development of opposing po-
sitions on the guerrilla orientation, but to a large degree
the development of differences of varying sharpness on
various other important questions, such as the nature
and role of the Maoist variety of Stalinism, party-build-
ing orientation not only for the sections in Latin Amer-
ica and Europe but elsewhere, construction of Marxist
youth organizations, the historical balance sheet on "entry-
ism sui generis,”" policies in the antiwar movement, and
now the assessment of the Vietham agreement and the
nature and role of Stalinism in Vietnam.

The Fourth International cannot overcome its current
crisis without bringing the differences involving method-

Argentina: Alberto, Arturo, Capa, Elias, Fierre,
Lorenzo, Marcela, Mario, Nora, Pedro

Australia: Dave Holmes, Col Maynard, Jim
Percy

Brazil: Antenor, Javier

Britain: Alan Harris, Connie Harris, John
Roberts, Tony Roberts, Arthur Stewart

Canada: Alain Beiner, Ruth Bullock, Al Cappe,
Joan Newbigging, John Riddell, Ernie
Tate, Art Young

Chile: Juan Pérez

China: Chen Pi-lan, Peng Shu-tse

India: Kailas Chandra, Mohan Gan

ology into the open and clearing them up.

The crisis of orientation and leadership in the Fourth
International has been compounded by the insistence of
some of the comrades of the Maitan-Mandel-Frank ten-
dency that the discussion must be terminated at this point,
that we must proceed to a world congress without fur-
ther delay even if all the documents already submitted
and the important ones to come (including resolutions!)
have not been made available in translations, that we
must resolve the differences —if only temporarily —by or-
ganizational measures; that is, by imposing greater inter-
national centralization on our movement at this juncture.
Instead of ending the crisis, this "solution” would assure
its becoming explosive, for it would signify staging an
undemocratic congress lacking any real authority.

A preferable course would be to postpone the congress
until the nature of the crisis we face has been more clearly
defined, the issues at the bottom of the dispute have been
fully clarified, the documents have been published, trans-
lated, and disseminated, and the ranks have had full op-
portunity to discuss them and make their own contri-
butions.

One of the immediate objectives of the Leninist- Trotsky-
ist tendency, besides doing everything possible to facil-
itate the preparations for the coming congress, will be
to mobilize rank-and-file sentiment in favor of this wiser
alternative.

The initial sigmers of this document are given below.
Others are urged to add their names.

Iran: Ahmad Heydari, Cyrus Paydar

New Zealand: George Fyson, Kay Goodger, Russell
Johnson, Keith Locke

Peru: Hugo Blanco, Tito, Tuco

Spain: Carlos, Carmen, Hugo, Salvador,
Trude

United Jack Barnes, Peter Camejo, Fred Hal-

States: stead, Joseph Hansen, Gus Horowitz,

Caroline Lund, Art Sharon, Ed Shaw,
Barry Sheppard, Tony Thomas,
Mary-Alice Waters

Uruguay: Juan, Juan Carlos, Sylvia

Venezuela: Antonio, L. David, Miguel Fuentes,

Inés



vave York

Osar Fagan,

I hepe that you received my letter of rebruary 10 describing
the meeting tha: wus schedulod to take place in Santiago, Chile,

b 3 . ¢y = g st 4 P j £ 4 - Eogeas  Ye g L
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The xasbieg was teld fa Cavtiage, ano 31t wo8 very succssatul.
A thertugh dimeerglon wag rold, and the comrades present came to
gene:al agreement on the political cuestions facing the worid
Trotsk, st movement that they dlscussed. Further documents will
be written and further digcussions will have to take place in

the tondency af couregs, but this wvas & good beginning.

Comradas wake paoepsne fron Spela, Canuda, the ULA, argentina,
Peru, Venezusla, Yrazil, and Uruguay. They agresd to establish
the center of the tendescy In How York. They alge agreed do issue
4 platform and to solicit the sionatures of other leading comrades
to thig platform. It can then be published iw the interrnal
bulletir and car be clrcoulabed to thse ontire international. The
geal is to kx publish it at ths carliest poesible opportunit: -
within o fow days afier yoo rocelwe this letter, if rossible,

would vou and other leading comrades agree to sign the tendency
platform {(a copy is ¢nclosed)? I suggest that between 2«4 names
from India would be appropriate. In ordeyr for us to cliremlste
the platfors quickly, wa need to n hvow the camse of the comrades
frem ‘midla who will slign. Plaase send s telegran to we indicating
who these napes wlll be (indicate the pswdaxs pseudonyms only, if
psoudonyms will be used).

Comradely qreetings,

Gug

co. Kelps



New York
March 19, 1973

George Pyson
New Zealand

Dear George,

This is a followup letter to my previous letter of February 13,
which took up the current situation in the Pourth International
and outlined the plans for a weeting in Santiago, Chile to launch
our tendency.

The meeting took place and was very successful. Comrades
were present from Spain, Canada, the UsA, Argentina, Peru,
Venezuela, Brazil, and Uruguay. A thorough discussion was held
and the comrades came to xX¥ysserexk eement on the draft of af
a platform of the tendency. A copy is enclesed.

The goal is now to cobtain the signatures of leading comrades
throughout the world to this platform and declaration of the Leninist-
Trotskyist tendency. It can then be published in the internal
bulletin and circulated throughout the international.

It would be very important to have the signatuees of leading
comrades from New Zealand. I assume that you have already given
some thought to this question, based upen the projections outlined
in my previous letter. We would like to get the statement published
very quickly, so please x call or send a telegram to let us know
who will sign from New Zealand. Most places which sign will
probably be represented by 2-4 names, so that can be Xakxim taken
into consideration.

The Santiago meeting designated New York to be the center
for tendency correspondence, so you can write here on any
matters relevant to the tendency.

Comradely,

Gus Horowitz



Hew York
Maxrch 20, 1973

DENMABK
Dear Torben,

The Blanco-Hansen-!oreno tendency called s meeting in
Bantiago, Chile & couple of weeks ago of some of the leaders
of the Pourth Internstional who have indicated support of
the call for a tendency contained in the document n
and Bolivia: A Bal Sheet. Comrades were present fronm

a 8y » an s Peru, Veneszuela, Brazil and
Uruguay. They agreed to issue a declaration which establishes
clearly the platform on which the "lLeninist-Trotakyist™
tendency is to be formed.

I have enclosed that declaration for your informetion,
It will be published in the Intermational Internal Bulletin
with a preliminary list of endorsers from about 15 countries.
If you feel that gou agree with the platform and declaratiion
and wish to have your nemeé sdded you should send us s tele~
gram because the declaration will go thethe printer in about
a week. Of course, you may want to hold off till later or
may not completely agree with the proposed platform.

There has unfortunately been a& substantial delay in the
responsa to the Buropean resolution that Mary-Alice Waters
was preparing. She was interrupted by the Latin Aserican
conference and has only now finished her draft. It went to
the printers yesterday and I will mail you & copy as soon as
it comes off the press. I think you will find it very inter-
esting. It tekes up some of the points we discussed and many
cthers.

Beczuse of the conference in Latin America I had the
fortunaete experience of being in Argentina during the last
part of the election campaign.

The growth of the PST is truly phenomenal., As a result
of the election campaign, everyone in Argentina knows of the
PST as a party based in the working class. The comrades have
organized groups in hundreds of factories today. In slmost
every strike the Party is present. During the three months
of the election cempaign the party accepted as applicants
more than 1,500 new members. With the opening of the cam-
paign the party stopped recruiting so that it could have
time to test these requesting membership. Of those request-
ing to Jjoin only those who became active and showed serious
interest were allowed to become ppplicant members. Now that



0000'2

the campaign is over they will begin to selectively pess the
best of these to full membership. We are not in a new quali-
tative situation in Argentins. The rise of a Peronist govern~
ment can lead to a conjunctursl decline for us but in the
long run can open the possibility of the PST becoming a

mass party.

I hope to be in Burope agsin scoon and will try to visit
you 80 I can give you and the other comrades a firat-hand

reporte.
Comradely,

Pater

enc.



March 21, 1973

Dear Comrade Galatis,

I hope that you received Joseph Hansen's letter of
February 10, 1973 and his enclosure of the letter he wrote
to Comrade éala Tampoe.

Since then, the authers of the document, $Argentina and
Bolivia -~ The Balance Sheet," comrades Blanco, Camejo, Hansen,
Lorenzo, and Moreno, called together a meeting that was held
in Santiago, Chile. Comrades were present from Spain, Canada,
USA, Argentina, Peru, Venezuela, Bragzil, and Uruguay. A
thorough discussion was held, and the comrades came to agreement
on the drgft of a declaration of the Leninist-Trotskyist
Tendency. A copy is enclosed.

The goal is now to obtain the signatures of leading comrades
throughout the world to this declaration. It can then be
published in the international internal discussion bulletin
and circulated to the entire world movement. Comrades from
about 15 different countries will sign this declaration.

Are you willing to add your signature to the declaration?
If so, please inform me or Joseph Hansen. Please do so by

telegram, if possible, because it is scheduled for publication
very shortly.

Yours fraternally,

Gus Horowitsz
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14 Charles ILane
New York, N.Y. 10014

March 21, 1973

Po Alan Harris, Connie Harris, John Boberts,
Tony Roberts, Arthur Stewaré

Dear Comrades,

On March 5-8 a conference was held in Santiago, Chile, attended
by a number of comrades supporting the call for the formation of an
international tendency as outlined at the end of the document
"Bolivia and Argentina -- a Bilance Bheet." Comrades were present from
Sptin, Argentins, Uruguay, Chile, Peru, Brazil, Venezuela, Canada
and the United 8tates.

The meeting adopted the enclosed platform and declaration of
the Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency. It was decided to circulate the
statement to leading comrades who were unable to attend the
Santiago meeting, so that they can add their signatures to the
statement before it appears in the International Intermsl Discussion
Bulletin.

From our previous discussions, and from Shbina‘s letter of
February 18 to the authors of the document "Argentina and Bolivia —-
the Balance Sheet"™ we assume that you will want your names added
as supporters of the Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency. It would be
appropriate for the five of you to sign, since all of you are either
members of the IMG National Committee, the United SBecretariat or
the Intermational Control Commission. The initial signers of the
declaration will include a similar list of comrades from about 15
sections or sympathizing groups.

The tendency platform and declaration will be published in the
bulletin as rapidly as we can receive confirmation of names from
the initial signers, ® we would appreciate a reply by telegram or
phone.

The Bantiago conference also decided to set up a tendency
secretariat to function out of New York from now until the next
conference of the international tendency, scheduled #or the end
of July in North America. We hope you can attend. The tentative
idea is that it would be just prior to the SWP convention and
educational week. As you know, the world congress is tentatively
scheduled for the beginning of Beptember.

One or more of the comrades who attended the Santiago conference
will be in London in the next couple of weeks and we can give you
a fuller report then. In the meantime, please let us know about the
the signatures as rapidly as possible.

Also enclosed is a copy of the letter Joe sent to Bala Tampoe
prior to the Santiago conference.
fonradely,

Mary-Alice



14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

March 30, 1973
To the United Secretariat of the Fourth International
Dear Conredes,

On May 11, 1971 the Political Committee of the Socialist
Workers Party sent & letter to the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International voicing our concern over a lengthy letter
deted November 24, 1970, written by Conrade Livio Maitan under
the pen name of "Douingo." The letter came to our attention
accidentally when it was circulated in Latin America in mimeo-
graphed form. The Doningo letter had not been written in con-
sultation with the United Secretariat; it had not been made
available to United Secretariat members; it had been sent
without the knowledge of the United Secretariat; yet it dealt
with grave problens of the Fourth International, particularly
the problems of the Argentine section, in a way calculated to
crystallize opinion along factional lines.

In response to our protest, the majority of the United
Secretariat held that the Domingo letter was a private nmatter.
Its content, according to this view, did not go beyond the
normal limits of a personal communication.

In our opinion, which was expressed in a letter to the
United Secretariat dated July 7, 1971, the fact that the mnajore
ity of the United Secretariat could consider such & communica-
tion by one of its own nmembers as a private matter raised a
nunber of very grave questions. The position adopted by the
najority of the United Secretariat opened the way to such
abuses of authority as operating behind the back of the United
Secretariat and behind the back of the leaderships of sections.
It could only encourage the formation of cliques and similar
unhealthy groupings put together in secret by individual members
of the United Secretariat.

All this material was subnitted to the International
Information Bulletin in June and July of 1971 (No. 4 and No. 5.).
(Reprinted in International Internal Discussion Bulletin, Dis-
cussion on Latin America, 1969-1972,)

We have now been apprised of a new and even more serious
violation of the traditional procedures of our movement in this
respect.

On March 6, 1973, our national office received from Comrade
Ernest a copy of a lengthy political letter addressed to the
courades of the Argentine PRT (Combatiente). This letter, signed
by six members of the United Secretariat -- Alain, Ernest,

Livio, Pierre, Sandor, and Tariq -- was dated October 31, 1972.
In an accompanying note dated March T, , conrade Ernes
asked that it be included in a forthcoming issue of the Englishe

%gnguage edition of the Internmational Internal Discussion Bulle-
in.
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This Letter of the Six, which is now more than four annths
old, was never made available to the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International. It was sent to the PRT (C)mbatienye)
without the kmowledge of the United Secretariat. .\ Spanish
version is at the nonent being circulated in mime og'raphed foim
throughout Latin America without the knowledge of the Uglted
Secretariat as a whole. DMembers of the United Seczrtariat, w:.0
had never before seen the letter, received by accldent coples of
the Spanish version several days before seeing the cHipy 1n
French mailed by Courade Ernest., The Letter of the i'ix was alfto
kept from the knowledge of the International Executivs Committe?,
a point we will take up below. -

We do not challenge the right of members of the U, 1ited
Secretariat to engaze in private correspondence with ot her
leaders of the International. However, as with the Don ingo
Letter, we challenge the procedure of United Secretariai: members
privately circulating major political documents dealing with
questions and problems relevant to the entire world moveiient.

In the case of the Letter of the Six, moreover, it can hardly
be argued that it is a "private'" letter. It was signed b * S1X
nenbers of the United Secretariat who obviously consulted Wwith
each other about it.

We should also like to add for the sake of clarity tha' % we
do not challenge the right of a faction, formed on a declare d
platform, to circulate documents within its own ranks. Howe 7er,
this is not what is involved in the Letter of the Six. The 81X
authors did not declare a faction on an open platform in accoi’-
dance with the principles of our movement -- they have not doné€
so up to this moment. What they did instead was to reach agree’-
ment anong themselves on the basis of an undeclared platforn,
undeclared aims, and an undeclared course of action. The proof
is that they wrote at least one joint document which they cir-
culated to a sector of the mnembership without the knowledge of
the United Secretariat or the International Executive Committee.

The decision of the six authors to keep the United Secre-
tariat ignorance concerning this letter -~ whether for a short
time or for four months -- means one thing and one thing only:
that a certain group of leading comrades is working behind the
back of the elected leadership of the International, both the
United Secretariat and the International Executive Committee.

We do not indend to deal with the content of the Letter
of the Six at this time. Iike the Domingo Letter it includes a
tendentious factional attack on the comnrades of the sympathizing
section of the Fourth International in Argentina, the Partido
Socialista de los Trabajadores (PST). The attack includes false
assertions and distortions of the positions of the PST. The
letter also contains a detailed political analysis of the course
of the PRT (Combatiente) and firmly stated advice to the
leadership of that narty. - We leave aside our disagreement with
the political content of the letter in order to focus on the
fundamental issue involving the norms of democratic centralisn
which is at steke.
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The Letter of the Six was written more than one month prior
to the meeting of the International Executive Committee, which
took place the first week in December 1972. The central points
on the agenda for that extremely important gathering of the
elected leadership of the Fourth International were Bolivia and
Argentina. The purpose of the gathering was to prepare resolu-
tions on these points in particular as part of the preparations
for the next world congress. A document such as the Letter of
the Six should obviously have been included as part of the
material to be digcussed at the IEC. It would certainly have
had a bearing on the decisions reached there and could have
influenced the votes of those present. Had the IEC members known
of the existence of this letter we are confident they would have
demanded to see it and to include it in the discussion. Thus by
withholding their letter of October 31 from the IEC as well as
the United Secretariat, the six nmenmbers of the United Secre-
tariat blocked the top leadership of the Fourth International
from considering it and discussing it in the period when key
resolutions and other documents were being drawn up.

This is all the nore disturbing in light of the special
declaration made by Comrade Sandor which was read into the
IEC minutes.

"But the comrades who voted for the Latin American resolu-
tion at the Ninth World Congress," he said, "committed an error
in not opening up a fraternal discussion sooner in our movement
on the ideological positions of the Argentine section, in par-
ticular, on Maoism, the military intervention in Czechoslovakia,
and the road towar& building a mass revolutionary International,
positions with which they are in complete disagreement. These
comrades hereby make a self-criticism in this regard and promise
to begin a discussion on these questions with the Argentine
comrades and throughout the International, in the context of
preparing for the Tenth World Congress."

In other words, Comrade Sandor, one of the authors of the
Letter of the Six, did not see fit to inform the elected body
to which he and the other authors are responsible that they
had glready begun such & discussion. The other five likewise
remained siIen%. It is clear that this silence was the result
of a common decision. In violation of the norns of a democratic
international discussion preparatory to the coming world congress,
both the United Secretariat and the International Executive
Comnittee were kept in the dark about the existence of this
dogument and its common authorship by six leaders of the Inter-
national.

Comrade Ernest's letter of March 1 states, "Enclosed you'll
find the text of the letter which a certain number of members
of the United Secretariat sent to the PRT, prior to the last
T¥C. Please reproduce this letter in an International Internal
Bulletin in English. This was formally decided at the January
1972 United Secretariat meeting."

) The minutes for the January United Secretariat neeting,
which Comrede Ernest himself drafted, do not list the Letter
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of the Six as having been submitted there.

The minutes read:

"5d) New articles submitted to the International Discus-
sion: Germain article; Thérése answer to European perspectives
document; Pi-lan article in answer to Weag; Draft resolution
by United Secretariat majority submitted to World Congress.,
Agreed to include these articles in the International Internal
Bulletin.,"

Conrade Pedro who was the only member of our leadership
able to attend that meeting (which coincided with the nassive
January 20 march on Washington against Nixonfs new bombing
escalation ageinst the Vietnamese) reported that the existence
of a document called the "Letter of the Six" was mentioned at
the Secretariat: It was not submitted to the International
Internal Discussion Bulletin, however, nor were copies made
available to menbers of the United Secretariat, That was al-
ready close to three months after the letter had been sent to
Argentina.

The Letter of the Six was not mentioned at the Febrary
United Secretariat meeting nor was it submitted to the Inter-
national Internal Discussion Bulletin at that meeting either.

The Letter of the Six was referred to by Comrade Ernest
Germain in his article "In Defence of Leninism: In Defence of
the Fourth International." In the section dealing with his dif-
ferences with the PRT (Combatiente) he says the following:
"Nevertheless it must be said that the United Secretariat has
nade & serious mistake in not opening & frank discussion with
the comrades of the Argentine section much earlier than on the
eve of the last IEC. This discussion has now started with the
letter signed by some members of the United Secretariat and
sent to the leadership of the PRT before the last IEC." (Page
18 of the English-language edition.)

When we read Comrade Germain's article, after it reached
us following the February United Secretariat meeting, this
reference puzzled us. It was inaccurate to imply that the United
Secretariat as a whole had made a mistake in not opening up &
discussion with the PRT (Combatiente), inasmuch as some members
of the United Secretariat had opposed adoption of the guerrilla
line at the last world congress and in various documents had
argued against it since then and against the guerrilla course
followed by the PRT (Combatiente). On the other hand, if the
United Secretariat as a whole decided to open a discussion with
the leadership of the PRT (Combatiente) on the basis of a cri-
tical appraisal of their errors, why had only "some members of
the United Secretariat” collaborated on a letter to them? Why
didn't all of the menmbers of the United Secretariat vote for it?
Were there differences over the letter? What were the differences?
Above all, what was the content of this letter, so important
that Comrade Germain appeared to view it as one of the founding
docunents of his tendency?
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The mystery is now cleared up., The Letter of the Six was
kept from the knowledge of the United Secretariat and the In-
ternational Executive Committeel

Zn our opinion, the foregoing facts show that six members
of the United Secretariat have operated as a secret faction for
at least five months behind the back of the United Secretariat
and the International Execubtive Committee -~ the elected leader-
ship bodies of the International.

This developuent raises grave doubts about the ability of
the elected leadership bodies to organize a fully democratic
discussion leading to an authoritative world congress, for it
is now revealed that the majority of the United Secretariat had
circulated at least one very importent document to part of the
membership of the Fourth Internationel while keeping another
part of the membership in ignorance of its existence. There can
be no democretic discussion when documents are circulated to
sone members and not to others; when a secret, undeclared fac-
tion gives an arbitrarily selected group access to documents
which it refrains from making available to others -~ until the
time is ripe, or the existence of the document is accidentally
revealed as. in the case of the Domingo Letter.

Serious doubt has even been placed on the capacity of the
United Secretariat to continue functioning in & normal way, for
the question inevitably aBrises: are other documents of the
importance of the Letter of the Six now being circulated by
the secret faction in the same surreptitious way to & privileged
sector of the membership of the Fourth International? If the six
deny that other similar documents are being circulated sur-
reptitiously, what basis exists for believing them? Their
probity can no longer be taken for granted. They have succeeded
in bringing into question their ability, or their willingness,
to abide by the norus of democratic centralism. They have
placed the interests of a secret faction above those of the
novement as a whole., A most damaging blow has been dealt to
confidence in the United Secretariat as a collective body.

We ask that this letter be subuitted to the International
Internal Discussion Bulletin so that the rank and file of the

International can be informed of this extremely grave develop=-
nent .

Comradely,

Political Committee
Bocialist Worksrs Party

c¢c: International Executive Committee members
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COrY COPY COPY
April 17, 1973

Dear Jack,

Enclosed you'll find the answer of the United Secretariat
to the PC's letter of March 30. It will be sent from Paris to
all IEC members. Please send it to all PC and NC members, as
well as to all those comrades of the PST who peceived the
March 30 letter.

Comradely,
s/Walter



To the Political Committee of the S.W.P. April 10, 1973
Dear Comrades,

On the eve of the April session of the United Secretariat,
we, as well as all members of the IEC, received your letter
dated March 30, 1973, which makes grave accusations against six
nembers of our body. The subject of these accusations is a let-
ter signed by these six comrades (Alain, Ernest, Livio, Pierre,
Sandor, Tariq) and addressed to the Argentine section of the
Fourth International, the P.R.T. (Combatiente). The United Sec-
retariat decided that an answer to this letter should be sent
in the name of that body. This is our answer.

As all comrades know, the Socialist Workers Party is prevented
by reactionary legislation from organizational affiliation to the
Fourth International. Thus the word "section" always refers to
the relationship of fraternal solidarity that the SWP has with
the Fourth International. The word "member" when applied to
Socialist Workers Party leaders refers to the fraternal observer
status and fraternal consultative vote expressing political opin-
ion that is granted Socialist Workers Party leaders at world
congresses, Internatioral Executive Committee plenums, and United
Secretariat meetings of the Fourth International.

It is necessary first of all to set the record straight as
to the actual facts. Although the letter addressed to the PRT
is dated October 31, 1972, it could not be sent to the Argen-
tine section because of lack of any address, owing to the re-
pression of which that section is victim. The letter was ac-
tually tregnsmitted only on December 15, 1972, to the PRT dele-
gate to the IEC, at the time when he returned home.

At the January 20, 1973, meeting of the United Secretariat,
that body was informed about the mailing of the letter, as
your March 30 communication admits itself. The comrades of the
minority were promised a copy of the letter the next day in
Paris, because no copy was present at the place where the Sec-
retariat meeting was held. The next day it appeared that no
copy was present in Paris either, and that it was necessary to
request a copy from comrade Livio. This was received and trans-
mitted to the minority comrades by mail, because for four
months after the I.E.C., there has been no resident minority
comrade gt the Bureau.

From this simple statement of facts, it appears immediately
that the only cause for "scandal" would be the one month --- and
not four months -- delay between the actual transmission of the
document to the PRT on December 15, and the information given to
the United Secretariat on January 20.

What was the reason for this short delay?

Obviously, the letter transmitted to the PRT by six members
of the United Secretariat, far from being a "secret" letter,
was a political criticism of the line of the Argentine section
by comrades who had, till that moment, not yet expressed such
systematic criticism. Obviously, this letter was intended to
be published as widely as possible in the Internal Bulletins
of the International. For anybody who reads that letter, this
purpose appears evident. Under these circumstances, the signa-
tories of the letter considered it an act of elementary courtesy
towards the leadership of the Argentine section, which they
strongly criticized, to give it a normal interval of time in
which it could read the letter and, if necessary, reply to it,
before it was made public inside the world movement. We did not
want to place these comrades before an accomplished fact in the
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IVth International, because we wanted to discuss with them, not
to excommunicate them.

It so happened that the letter to the PRT was immediately
translated into Spanish, mimeographed and widely distributed
throughout the Latin-American movement, by an oppositional
grouping inside the PRT, which had received it through the same
comrade who had brought it back from the IEC seasion. This pub-
lication, which undid the very purpose of the delay desired by
the signatories of the letter before it should be made public
inside the world movement, was evidently not caused or asked
for or approved by the six authors of that letter. They have or
had no interest whatsoever to "restrict" the circulation of such
a document to a particular sector of the world movement.

Had the members of the Political Committee of the SWP
wanted to learn what really happened, they could have easily
acquired the necessary information from the authors of the docu-
ment. No reason for complaint would have been found to exist.
Even from a very formal point of view, the necessary informa-
tion about the existence and the mailing of the letter, and its
proposed inclusion in the I.I.B., occurred at the first United
Secretariat meeting after the transmission of the letter to the
PR .

But instead of simply requesting (and receiving) the in-
formation relative to that letter, the Political Committee of
the SWP saw fit to blow this trivial matter up into an "inci-
dent" and a "scandal" of "principled" magnitude, and to launch
grave accusations, including "violation of democratic central-
ism", against leading members of the Fourth International,
accusations even expressed in abusive language. This makes it
unavoidable for the United Secretariat to strongly repudiate
these unfounded accusations, and condemn the abusive terms used.

l.- The Political Committee of the SWP states:

"The decision of the six authors to keep the United Secre-
tariat in ignorance concerning this letter -- whether for
a short time or for four months - means one thing and one
thing only: that a certain group of leading comrades is
working behind the back of the elected leadership of the
International, both the United Secretariat and the Inter-
national Executive Committee'.

This statement, taken at face value, can mean one thing
and one thing only: according to the P.C. of the SWP, any poli-
tical communication going beyond two individuals, and undertaken
by members of international leadership bodies outside the know-
ledge of others, has to be considered as proof that these mem -
bers "are working behind the back of the elected leadership of
the International,®

This is certainly an innovation in the history of bolshe-
vism. It has no basis in any official rule established by any
document adopted till now by the world movement. The P.C. of
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the SWP has of course the right to propose such a new rule for
future consideration of the movement. As for us, it appears
inacceptable. There is no principled difference between consul-
tation in writing, or by way of mouth, at informal gatherings,
through the telephone etc. To admit the latter and not the
former is unjustified discrimination. To exclude them all is a
stifling of elementary democratic rights of members.

Indeed, the facts show clearly that members of the SWP who
are participating in the international leadership, as well as
conrades with whom they are now building an international ten—
dency, have themselves been actively involved in the very same
"erimes" which they now consider to be so grievious when they
are being "committed" by other members of the international
leadership.

Just to refresh the PC's memory, we shall recall a single
example. When the Sallustro case occurred, a certain number of
members of the international leadership, "working behind the
back of the elected leadership of the International", adopted
a statement in the PC of the SWP without previously informing
or consulting their fellow members of the United Secretariat
and the IEC. Many of these fellow members saw the statement for
the first time only when it appeared in print in "The Militant".
None of them were allowed to participate in the discussion lead-
ing to the drafting and the publication of that declaration.
They were "kept in ignorance concerning this declaration --
whether for a short time or for four months".

In addition, the Canadian section adopted a similar decla-
ration at the same time. There can be no doubt that the Cana-
dian members of the United Secretariat and the IEC consulted
on that matter with the SWP comrades, wither in person, or
through the telephone, or in writing, and that, according to
the criterium used in the SWP's PC letter of March 30, they
were thus guilty of the "conspiracy" to "act behind the back
of the elected leadership of the International'.

2.~ The PC of the SWP writes:

"We should also like to add for the sake of clarity that
we do not challenge the right of a faction, formed on a
declared platform, to circulate documents within its own
ranks. However, this is not what is involved in the Letter
of the Six. The six members did not declare a faction on
an open platform in accordance with the principles of our
movement -- they have not done so up to this moment. What
they did instead was to reach agreement among themselves
on the basis of undeclared platform, undeclared aims, and
an undeclared course of action. The proof is that they
wrote at least one joint document which they circulated

to a sector of the membership without the knowledge of the
Uniged Secretariat or the International Executive Commit-
tee'.

The last part of the last sentence is completely "unproven'.
As stated before, the Six did not and had no interest to "cir-
culate a joint document to a sector of the membership without
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the knowledge of the United Secretariat or the International
Executive Committee".

This sentence only takes on any meaning if by "circulating"
is understood "consulting” a certain number of comrades before
the document is communicated to the whole membership. We should
then like to remind the members of the PC of the SWP that the
drafting of their declaration and the declaration of the Cana-
dian section on the Sallustro affair also implied obviously
mutual consultation among some members of the United Secre-
tariat and the IEC, from which other members of these leading
bodies as well as the whole membership of the F.I., had been
"arbitrarily excluded". This occurred at a time when the men-
bers of the PC of the SWP "did not declare a faction on an open
platform", but apparently had "reached agreement among them-
selves on the basis of an undeclared platform, undeclared aims,
and an undeclared course of action. The proof is that they
wrote at least one joint document...".

Why didn't we raise that "accusation" at that time? Why
didn't we accuse the members of the United Secreatriat and of
the IEC who are members of the PC of the SWP of having "con-
stituted a secret faction" on an "undeclared platform”? Because
the accusation would have been preposterous --- as is the same
accusation launched to-day by the PC of the SWP against comrades
Alain, Ernest, Livio, Pierre, Sandor and Tariq.

What is involved here is the process of formation of a ten-
dency, and not the operation of a "secret faction”. Obviously,
for a tendency to be in the process of being formed, it is nec-
essary that it does not already exist prior to this process.
Therefore, no "open platform” and "declared aims" of such non-
existent tendencycan yet be discovered. But growing political
differences already manifest themselves. A certain number of
comrades already vote repeatedly in the same way in leadership
bodies, as against other comrades who vote in the opposite way.
How if they refrained from having consultations among them-
selves? How could such a platform come into existence without
some comrades starting to write it together -- "with the exclu-
sion of other comrades"? To call this process the "operation of
a secret faction" is ridiculous, and starts to question the
basic democratic right of members of the F.I. to create a poli-
tical tendency on the basis of free consultation and political
discussion among themselves.

As a matter of fact, less time elapsed between the drafting
of the Letter to the PRT and the call for the constitution of a
tendency by the signatories of that letter, in association with
other comrades, at the December 1972 IEC session, than between
the moment when comrades Joe, Peter, Moreno, Lorenzo and Hugo
started to discuss and circulate among them ("behind the back
of the leadership bodies of the F.I.") the first drafts of
"Argentina and Bolivia -- a balance-sheet", which was finally
submitted to the leading bodies of the International only 4-5
months later,

We do not challenge that procedure, because it is impossible
to create tendencies otherwise. But what is an admitted right
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for some must be an admitted right for all. If the P.C. of the
SWP does not think that its members have violated democratic
centralism by the way in which they came to draft the resolu-
tion on the Sallustro affair or the document "Argentina and
Bolivia -- a balance-sheet", then it should cease and desist
from accusing other members of the international leadership of
having committed such "violations".

We are not ready to accept the argument that such procedure
is permissible for members of the international leadership who
are also members of leadership bodies of a single national sec-
tion or sympathizing organization, but that it 1s impermissible
procedure for those comrades who, while being members of the
international leadership, happen to be members of leadership
bodies of various national sections or sympathizing organiza-
tions. In the Tirst place we reject any federalist concept of
the International, and therefore consider that members of in-
ternational leadership bodies have their prime responsibility
towards these bodies. In the second place, such a distinction
would introduce an impermissible element of discrimination among
conrades, giving privileges to some which are denied to others,
which is in contradiction with the fundamental equality of
i@ghts of all members of the F.I. and its sympathizing organiza-

ions.

2. Let us add that in the process of building the tendency for
which 19 members of the IEC launched an official call in Decem~
ber 1972, the letter to the PRT leadership was all the more
called for, as it wes necessary to establish first of all
whether there existed basic political differences between the
PRT leadership and the comrades engaged in the preparation of
building that tendency. This could not be done without some form
»f consultation. Oral consultation was impossible for reasons
of repression. Only written consultation was open to them. It
was therefore entirely within the rights of these comrades
building a tendency to have such a consultation, prior to
meking that document known to the whole world movement.

Late September 1972 we received issue nr. 8/9 of "Revista
de America". In this is published a letter of comrade Moreno to
a Brazilian comrade, dated July 1, 1972. It was written and
mailed nearly three months before we received it - in publicly
printed form! The letter is addressed to a comrade who seems
to be the leader of a Brazilian group which has not yet even
formally requested to be recognized as a sympathizing organi-
zation of the F.I. It deals with all kinds of political problems
around Bolivia, implying strong criticism of the Bolivian sec-
tion. It is not the only letter dealing with problems debated
in the F.I. which comrade Moreno has exchanged with Brazilian
comrades. No file of that correspondence has even been handed
over to the United Secretariat of the F.I. Bilateral com-
munications between comrade lMoreno's group and this Brazilian
group, a Uruguayan group, and certainly comrades in other Latin-
American countries, have been going on for years, without the
leading bodies of the International receiving a single scrap
of paper,- till they saw the July 1, 1972 letter in public
print. At that moment, comrade Moreno had not declared a pub-
lic ideological tendency. Had he then been acting for many years
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as a "secret faction", "with an undeclared platform and un-
declared aims"?

4.~ The comrades of the PC of the SWP write:

"In our opinion, the foregoing facts show that six members
of the United Secretariat have operated as a secret faction
for at least six months behind the back of the United Sec-
retariat.... This development raises grave doubts about the
ability of the elected leadership bodies to organize a
fully democratic discussion leading to an authoritative world
conzress... . Seraops doubts have even been placed on the
capacity of the United Secretariat to continue functioning
in & norual way.... If the six deny that other siniliar
documents are being circulated surreptitiously, what basis
exists for believing them? Their probity can no longer be
taken for granted. They have succeeded in bringing into
question their ability, or their willingness, to abide

by the norm of democratic centralism".

These wild and abusive accusations -- even calling into
question the "probity" of comrades, just because the copy of a
letter obviously intended to be published in the widest possible
way inside the International was mislaid in Paris at the end of
January; raising "violations" of "norms" of democratic central-
ism not contained in any official document of the F.I. -- can
only have one consequence: to poison the minds of those who re-
ceive them and read them against the six comrades accused; to
prevent the leading cadres of the SWP and their allies to
seriously weigh the political arguments of comrades; to cast
doubt, in advance, upon the "authoritativeness" of a world con-
gress where they fear to be in minority, after the longest and
most democratic discussion ever known in the world Trotskyist
movement.

In sending such a letter, without the slightest material
basis, without prior examination of facts which could easily
have been ascertained, and in complete conflict with elemen-
tary logic (for what reason would the Six want to "keep secret"
a political differentiation with the PRT which, as the PC of
the SWP itself notices, was already publicly announced at the
IEC?), the comrades of the PC of the OWP have succeeded in
striking a serious blow against a free, open and democratic
pre-congress discussion, which can only take place on a poli-
tical basis, around political documents and platforms, and not
with the aid of manufactured "scandals", blown-up "incidents",
and personal attacks on the probity of leading comrades, as those
launched in the March 30 letter. We call upon all members of the
JEC and all members of the NC of the SWP not to follow this bad
gxagple, and to keep the discussion on a strictly political

asis.

Adopted by a majority vote of the United Secretariat:

For: 9 -~ Delfin, Ghulam, Livio, Pierre, Riel, Sandor, Stern,
Vergeat, Walter.

Against: 6 -- Abel, Adair, Hans, Juan, Pedro, Thérése.



23 Lembeth Towers,

Eonnington Roasd,

London SE 11,

England, tel: 01 739 5566

June Oth, 1973

o the Politiceld Conmlttee
ol tho DaWeliey Lruscolls,

Paue guureced,

e would like to inform you that the LeplvisteTrotslkyist tendency
will be holdlug w eonference in Brusselle the weekend of July vh-15th,

Ve would coneoegldafe eny belp wnd esgleternco you ray be sble to
provide to these cusrodes working on the physical errengenents of the

CORLETRIICY .

with ponradely grectings,

- :Z ,
-, P v
éé g o )
—

Alsn Adalr,
for the Lexibiote~irotslkyist

tendentye

QeCe UG Ie
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London
England

June 21st, 1973
To the Political Bureau:
Dear cowmrades,
Enclosed is an announcement of the Brussels conference of the

Leninist-Trotskyist tendency.

We would appreciate it if this information could be made
available promptly to your membership.

comradely,

Adair,
for the Leninist~Trotskyist tendency.



London
England

June 21st, 1973

To the Political Bureaus of the Sections and Sympathising Organisations
of the Fourth International:

Dear comrades,

The Leninst-Trotskyist tendency has schedulced a meeting in Brussels
on July 14-15th. Comrades who feel it nccessary to change the line adopted
at the last world congress on Latin America and who are in general agreement
with the approach outlined in the Bolivia and Argentina sections of the
balance sheet (volume IQ number 1, IIDB) authored by Hugo Blanco, Pcter
Camejo, Joseph Hansen, Anibal Lorenzo and Nahuel Moreno, are welcome to
attend and participate in the discussions.

The meeting will take up the present stage of the differcences on
Latin America and the organisation of the debate on this question in
preparation for the next world congress.

Reporters of the Leninist-Trotskyist tendency will also explain how
they see the interrelationship of the errors on Latin America at the last
world congress and the issues under discussion in the International todaya

Comrades attending the meceting, should, on arrival, go to the Brussels
headquarters of the Belgium scction at 121 rue d'Espagne, (telephone:
385812).

For further information write to Alan Harris,
23 Lambeth Towers,
Kennington Road,
London SE11.

comradely,

Adair,
for the Leninist-Trotskyist tcndency.
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Presentation to Convention

Meaning of Barzman letter

1. No challenge to any party memberfs right to engage in corret\
spondenc@ nationally or internationally. ;

2« No chall%nge to any party member's right t%discusé political
politics or any other subject.

3. What we are concerned about gll!é;'existence of a secret faction

~—- The letter played only an accidental role in dj=closiﬁg

this.

[
\- “he B facts showing that the majority of the Uri ted Secretariat

\

have been operating as a secret faction

1. Internal discipline (Barzman letter)

2. Screening of adherents. (Not sufficient to declarefiEi
: agreement

with piratform.
3, Leader:s  'p partially secret. (L=uiers Intesnational Tendency
in U.S. included without notification.) :

4. Fiatform partially secret.

8 -
ok 74 . i

6 a. Sec t assessment and d<C151on re PRT a+ Nlnth w?fld Congre

be Secrut campalgn re‘Moreno (Domlnqo lettﬂr)

'y

—— meaning of "énbegratipegt proul ol (R0 PP Re ey L

: {
c. Secret circulation of letter of six.
;
}

d. Massey on "integration" of SWP in Fourth.

e Perspectlve of spllt (various references in Barzman letter,
r \|.,L-._ '

54 Degree of danger Qf spllt shown by what has already happened in
.‘-_ P RN

Argent;naﬁghue'fwlla, Spaln, Mexiro, Canada. o €
A -_Ip_l .f F b
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. Purpose of secret E; United Secretariat majority facltion

l. To prevent Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency from winning majority
at next congress.

—— By using undemomratic means

—— Delay in translating
documents for Internal Bulletin,

coupled with secret circulation of factional material.

-— Plus gllEN 0ang ups as in case of Moreno

Meaning of this new development

Explain:

Nature of a tendency

a. Formed to advance one or more points.

b. Open declaration of this platform.

c. Open adherence. Anyone who agrees can join by simply
stating agreement with platform and informing section
leaderhips. “

discipline,

d. Participation voluntary, i.e., without Jimisseeeisminm

An ideological formation.

e. Tendency depends on internal bulletin and presentations

under party auspices to circulate views to membership.

f. Confidence in leadership of mNEeEENEIENINENEPEN-

section or international.
If tendency views are adopted, confident that leadership

will apply them.
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Nature of

open faction

de

b.

Open declaration of platform.
No confidence in leadership. If faction platform adopted,
requires majority in ComPOSltlonFO%;;:;ggr;hlp to assure
application. Success of faction places former majority
in position of minority.
Faction is more than an ideological formation;
it involves struggle for leadership.
Applicatﬁ# for membership subject to approval by faction.
Members subject to faction discipline.
Faction is structured and has elected leadership.
[ I R A2
Fa;tion may issue its own'&nternal bulletin during

discussion period but this must be made available

to all @@l members of section and the international.

Attitude of our movement

Open tendencies and open factions are considered normal

a. Part of functioning of internal democracy.

Y

Secret factions are not in our tradition.

a. They violate internal democracy

an"
-—,secret membershlp and secret leaders

o . ifﬁ' ', ¢ o / Fd A e, B

b. They block normal functlonlng of sectlons and international.

-— secret decisions, secret goals, secret mobilizations,

circulation of material not SubJect to answer
o). PRO A~ gtdsnaad o AL ]

c. They greatly heighten danger of\dlfferences ending in spllt.
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s 3
2 What we suggest as a counter to this dangerous new development

K |

l. That Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency consider converting from a

tendency to a faction.

What this would mean

l. Continue what we are doing now to clarify issues
e
ae Writiffg articles, discussing.

2. Coordinate the struggle internationally.
3. Centralize it. ool B S . n et con O

xy e ltaad? 2
/. g
4, Greater pressurejon IEC Majority for adequate postponement of

world congress.

a. Translation of documents.

ge Bt Codprod oo g N -_.-ETI,“.,L ro . [ ¢ .y LALGAR G

@_6. The alternative is a congress(i that will not be able to

b. Time to discuss them.

resolve the present crisis of leadership in the Fourth International.

[ o q 4 y
| poaa A ,0.1’ t 4o ;J..Ju A -



Statement by Leninist-Trotskyist Faction

l. Evidence that majority of United Secretariat have been operating
as a secret faction.
8e Secret HEEXEXRRXERXXEKSREHAXEXBRXEEX
view on nature of PRT at Ninth World Congress and

decision to take soft approach. Y.” 277 P

b. Secret circulation of Domingo letter.

-—- Meaning of phrase "integrating" Moreno.

—— Secret attack behind back of La Verdad leadership.
c. Secret circulation of letter of six.

d«. Meaning of charge by Massey skxxkhakSxxkhakx SWRxKaxkos xk@xxx
no "integration" of SWP.

e. Secret perspective of split revealed in Barzman letter.

2. To help counteract this dangerous threat to unity of movement,
Leninist-Trotskyist Tendency x=x ?as converted itself into
a faction. -
a. Program:

i. Reversal guerrilla orientation (same as before)

?)
~

plus: G ara R A tarnss ok

| A s

‘ o '
Ady st | :
\ e, . ! -
; 2 - /
T €. r 4 %
17 - \ Py ) Ardar, »

W,

i J
X. Demand adequate postponment of world congress.
—— for translation of documents
—— discussion of documents
5. Steering Committee elected at conference held August 1973
consists of who are empowered to

act in name of Leninist-Trotskyist Faction.
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4. Appeal for adherence to Leninist-Trotskyist Faction.
a. Applications.
b. Indicate differences, if any.

C. After reply as to acceptance, notify section leadership.



