14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014
July 8, 1877

To Leninist Trotskyist Faction Coordinators:

Dear Comrades,
Enclosed are the following items:

1) A translation of an article by Nahuel Moreno that appeared
in the April 1977 issue of Revista de America, entitled "'Combate'...
But Not Against Reformism."

2) A February 1, 1977, letter from Comrade Moreno to>the
United Secretariat.

3) An April 1, 1977, reply to Comrade Moreno from the Bureau
of the United Secretariat.

4) A March 30, 1977, reply to Comrade Moreno from Ernest
Mandel.

5) A motion adopted by the United Secretariat meeting of
March 22-24, 1977, which proposes to begin a written discussion
with the Organizing Committee for the Reconstruction of the Fourth
International on the subject of the crisis of Stalinism, and a
statement by Galois and Johnson on this motion.

6) A report by Barry Sheppard on decisions of the meeting
of the LTF Coordinating Committee which was held at the time of
the April 30 to May 2 united Secretariat meeting. '

7) An April 26, 1977, letter and attachments from Peter Camejo
to Mercedes of the Workers Tendency in the LCR of Spain concerning
the call for a republic.

8) A March 19, 1977, letter from Trotskyists in Argentina
to the United Secretariat requesting that a point on Latin America
be placed on the agenda for the next world congress.

9) Correspondence concerning the Healy slander campaign against
the Fourth International.

a) April 2, 1977, letter to Ken Coates from Michael Banda, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Workers Revolutionary Party.

b) April 8, 1977, letter from Ken Coates to Joseph Hansen.
c) May 8, 1977, letter from Joseph Hansen to Ken Coates.

d) April 6, 1977, letter from Alan Jones of the IMG in Britain to
Joseph Hansen and George Novack.

e) April 22, 1977, letter from Joseph Hansen to Alan Jones.

10) January 10, 1977, letter from the International Revolution-
ary Marxist Tendency to the Political Committee of the SWp (U.S.).




l1l)March" lS, 1977 wletter from Barry Sheppard for the
Political Committee:of the{swp>to the International Revolutionary
Marxist Tendency.

12) Letter from John Benson concernlng the next Steerlng
Committee meeting of the Leninist Trotskyist Faction.

13) Several documents relating to :the International..Bdlshevik

Tendency°
(el ; "‘i' . :‘ Sy s ‘? -4 J: i." 'A }

a) Four letters from the UnlteduSeCEebarlat dated ecember 21,
1976, concerning organizational resolutldnswqﬁwtheuBo,sheylk,
Tendency that appeared in the internal discussion bulletin of the
Portuguese PRT :(for the resolutions :themselves, . see~L®F malllng
No. 5, dated March 12, 1977). LR LR ST s

b) Four letters  dated Januvary. 27, 3977, -from . tdaddrg ! of the Bol—
shevik Tendency to the United Secretarlat.ﬁwﬁ:;gxw_dw R S :

c) A letter:from Capa 't6é the:United Secretariat, dated:February 2,
1977. This is in response to a November 29, 1976, letter from -
Galois to Capa and Orestes, which can be found in LTF malllng No.
2, dated December 23. 1976.; (S N B BNV C N S TR ATE : f

SN




Translation of an article that appeared
in the April 1977 issue of Revista de America
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I have carefully read through the special issue of Combate,
the publication of the Spanish LCR (Liga Comunista Revolucionaria),
which appeared in February 1977. It is an extraordinary, exceptional
issue that seeks to sum up and symbolize what kind of Jjournal they
would like to publish., More than anyone else in the Fourth Interaa-
tional, these heroic and self-sacrificing Spanish comrades deserve
to be spoken to frankly. This special issue will prove to have grcat
importance for the International, inasmuch as it is the confirmation
in reality of the prognosis we made about the danger of a. szlide
toward total capitulation to the European Communist parties.

On this account, with deep sadness, I find myself compelled
to denounce this special issue of Combate as one of the worst ex-
pressions of centrism and opportunism that I can remember. It is
thousands of kilometers from Nin and light years from Lenin and
Trotsky. It is so opportunist and centrist that there is not a
single criticism of the national policies of the PCE (Partido
Comunista de Espafia) and the PSOE (Partido Socialista Obrero
Espafiol). Even to say that there are no criticisms is not going far
enough -- there is not a single critical sentence or comment. The
only three comments on the reformist parties concern regional or
sectoral questions. i

1. On page 7, they make a "harsh criticism" of the CP-controlled
Movimiento Democratico de Mujeres (Democratic Women's Movement) for
two organizational derelictions in building and carrying out the
first demonstrations of the working women of Madrid.

2. On page 8, they criticize the "PCE and PSOE" for their
electoral tactis in Euskadi (only in Euskadi?), which led them into
making deals with the Basque rightists.

3. On page 9, they say, referring to the "Round Table of the
Political and Trade~Union Forces of the Valencian Country": "The
bourgeois organizations within it, and the working class forces that
are participating actively in the Negotiating Commission dealing
with the regime -- the PCE and PSOE -~ have capitulated to the
central government and aggravated the crisis.”

Silence Mcans Assent

Does Combate have nothing to say, not even a word, about the
policies of the PCE and the PSOE toward the "democratic opening"
offered by the government of Suarez and King Juan Carlos? Is the
treacherous policy of the PCE and the PSOE in the Basque country
an exception to the rule? Did the local party organizations break
the discipline of their national parties, or is their course part
of a nationwide policy? What about the PCE's policy toward the
assassination of the lawyers, was that correct or a betrayal? What
about the lines the PCE and the PSOE are following in the union
movement, do these represent a class-struggle position or an oppor-
tunist one? Are the leaderships of the reformist parties working i.
an underhand way for a social pact in the service of the bourgeoisie
or aren't they? Are the big working-class parties taking a consis-
tently republican stance or are they ready to make a pact with the




monarchy? Are they or are they not in favor of building a genecral
strike against the regime?

A special issue of a revolutionary newspaper that fails to
raise and to answer these politically fundamental and decisive ques-
tions has nothing to do with Leninism or Trotskyism. Such a paper
is a wretched sheet that does nothing but offer some news about
trade-union struggles and the oppressed nationalities; it is not a
revolutionary Marxist orgarn.

Thus it is not by chance that the following sentence can be
found in the Manifesto of the LCR to Public Opinion as a Whole:
"The LCR is an organization that in the worst years of the dictator-
ship combined its efforts with those of the other workers parties
and of the nationalities in the fight Tor freedom and against
capitalist exploitation." .

Similarly unsurprising is the lamentable explanation that the
LCR is internationalist "because we believe in the necessity of
international working-class solidarity against the power of the
trusts and the multinationals, and we maintain close fraternal re-
lations of the Fourth International."

Nowhere in the entire journal or the manifesto is it explained
that we maiantain an independent national and international organiza-
tion precisely because the PCE and the PSOE on a national scale,
like the CPs and the SPs on an international level, are parties that
betray the working class, that practice a policy of class collabora-
tion and therefore do not struggle against capitalist exploitation,
parties that as a result have created a crisis of leadership in
the workers movement both internationally and in Spain.

Iu its manifesto, the LCR says exactly the contrary: "the . . .
(Spanish) workers parties" are "united" "in the fight" "against
capitalist exploitation." A word to the wise is sufficient -- the
LCR has only tactical differences with the PCE and the PSOE, since
they have been united for long years "in the fight" "against capi-
talist exploitation,"

Why and in What Way We Are Internationalists

According to the special issue of Cowmbate and the manifesto,
the LCR is internatiounalist for the same reason as the Stalinists:
out of "international working-class solidarity against the power
of the trusts and the multinationals."

This non-Marxist conception of internationalism, meaning a
common frount against the trusts and the multinationals, is used by
the Stalinists to oppose permanent revolution on a national and
international scale, since limiting the struggle to a fight against
the multinationals leaves open the possibility of popular fronts
with the supposedly '"nonmonopolistic" and "national" bourgeoisie.

And this is not far-fetched speculation. Anyone familiar with
"Eurocommunist" propaganda knows that its favorite camouflage is
"antimonopolistic" verbiage, which appears very radical but which
serves as a Jjustification for popular fronts with the supposedly
"nonmonopolistic’ bourgeoisie. The way "internationalism" is formu-
lated in the manifesto of the LCR is nothing but a "Trotskyoid" echo
of this key point of the demagogy of "Eurocommunism,” and it in no
way exposes this demagogy. :




Trotskyist internationalism flows from a conception of the
world revolution, from the permanent revolution. This internation-
alism is embodied in the World Party of the Socialist Revolution,
the party of the revolution against all exploiters, from the multi-
national to the regional bourgeoisie. For this reason Marx and
Engels founded the first and second internationals when trusts and

nmultinationals did not yet exist, because they wantéed to make fthe

international Socialist revolution.
We are inheritors of this program of the international socialist
revolution and therefore we denounce the betrayals of the second
and third internationals, which abandoned forever this program of the
international revolution. We point out the betrayal of the Communist
parties, which conceal their implacable struggle against the inter-
national socialist revolution and their class-collaborationist po-
litics under the mantle of "international working-class solidarity
against the power of the trusts and the multinationals,"




[Translation]

o Bofota
-7 February 1, 1977

To the Comrades of the United Secretariat oi
the Fourth International

Dear Comrades:

In my capacity as a member of the United Secretariat, as a
Trotskyist leader over a period of thirty-five years and an
activist for thirty-seven, as a leader of the Bolshevik Tendency
and the Socialist Workers party of Argentina, I have decided to
take on the responsibility of personally addressing the United
Secretariat, the three current tendencies in the Intermational,
and all responsible leaders and activists to ask that we make
an immediate public disavowal of the statements--which I con-
sider to be revisionist--made by Comrade Mandel to the Barcelona
magazine Topo Viejo [0l1d Mole--translator] and published in Nos.
2 and 3 of that magazine in November and December 1976.

I. The Statements by Comrade Mandel:

l. In the statements we are referring to, Comrade Mandel
holds that the European Communist parties have ceased being
counterrevolutionary and treacherous, that they are undergoing
a transition--"Eurocommunism'--and that it cannot be said how
it will end up. A few quotes illustrate this adequately:

"It will also be difficult--I don't say it will impossible
but it certainly will be difficult--for the PCE [Spanish CP]
to adopt a position clearly favoring strikebreaking, as the
PCI lTEaIian CPJ] and the P%E {EBGI¥ have done 1n some periods
of their existence. That is because the relationship of forces
in the Spanish workers movement is very different,

"The French far left--despite its limitations, weakness,
and organizational divisions--today has real political weight
and has the potential capacity to %brce the reformist leadership
of the CP to make a revolubtionary turn." '

"he comrades leading the(Spanish)Communist party, especially
the worker cadres, will have to take it on and resolve it, and 1
hope and trust that they will prove capable of resolving it
positively, in the sense that they will return to the path of
revolutionary Marxism,"

"Eurocommunism is the politics of a transition, although no
one knows where or to what 1t 15 heading. Perhaps 1t represents
a transition toward the Communist parties being absorbed by the
social democracy, something which in my opinion is quite unlikely
but not totally excluded. Perhaps it is & transition toward a
new Stalinism. And it also could be--why not?--a transition on
the part of the Worker cadres O the par%x Toward again discovering

revolutionary Marxism, leninism. The political struggle an
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practical experience will tell us what is going to happen."

2. According to Comrade Mandel, the future of the European
CPs is uncertain and he does not reject the possibility that
they might once again become revolutionary Marxist parties. Thus
he tells us, "Eurocommunism is the politics of a transition,
although no one knows where or to what it is heading....it could
be a transition toward again discovering revolutionary Marxism,
leninism." "The comrades leading the (Spanish) Communist party";
"I hope and trust that they will prove capable of resolving it
positivelyy in the sense that they will return to the path of
revolutionary Marxism." "The reformist leadership of the (French)
CP" can be "forced to make" "a revolutionary turn."” In order to
hide his revision and capitulation, Comrade Mandel combines such
predictions with expressions like "on the part of the worker cadres
of the party," ‘“especially the worker cadres," "leaders of the
(Spanish) CP," and "the French far left" in each of those
quotations, respectively. Following the same line of reasoning,
he affirms "that the relationship of forces in the Spanish workers
movement" is the reason why the Spanish CP cannot be outright
strikebreakers.

But such circumstances exacerbate his revisionism and 4o not
conceal it as Comrade Mandel thinks, since that means that the
Communist parties can once again become revolutionary because of
the pressure from their worker cadres in Spain, from "the far left"
in France. To put it another way, the creation of the Fourth
International was a tragic historic error since the Communist
parties are salvageable for the revolution if the worker cadres,
the far left, or the relationship of forces exerts strong pressure
on themn.

3, Comrade Mandel commits a very grave error; he confuses
the role of strikebreakers in economic struggles with a political
counterrevolutionary role. DPolitical betrayals are much more
serious than the role the CP plays in the trade-union struggles
of the workers movement., Many years ago, Comrade Pierre Frank
explained how the French CP practices a certain degree of day-by-day
defense of the workers in the factories, a certain vanguard
leadership role in economic struggles, in order in this way to
be able to maintain the prestige that enables it to carry out
horrendous political betrayals. Comrade Mandel has not grasped
this dialectic of the CPs. What is involved is the CPs' role as
political strikebreakers, their role as traitors and political
counterrevolutionaries, leaving aside the small or large concessions
they gain for the rank and file in the economic struggles of the
workers movement. And during 1976 the PCE was tireless in its
political betrayals of the Spanish proletariat and oppressed
nationalities, and in its playing on the side of the regime,
without Comrade Mandel noticing it and feeling obliged to denounce
them. The Basque comrades must tell the entire International
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whether Comrade Mandel is correct or not, whether the CP is
getting better or worse in the political fights against the
regime.

4, what Comrade Mandel does not say in his interview is
as serious as what he says. Nowhere does he show that the
European Communist parties, especially the Spanish CP, are
betraying and will continue increasingly to betray as long
as the revolutionary upsurge continues, because that is the
function the Communist parties have been conditioned to fill
since 1935, since they adopted the strategy of class collaboration
and popular fronts with the bourgeoisie.

Nowhere does Mandel speak about the irreversible crisis of
the Communist parties, a crisis provoked by the insoluble
conflict between their politics and counterrevolutionary
leadership and the rise of the mass movement. On the contrary,
he systematically insists that he in no way rejects the
possibility that the Communist parties, including their
leaderships, might move in a revolutionary direction.

Nor does he expose the counterrevolutionary united front
between the Kremlin, the CPs, the imperialists, and the Socialist
parties. He does not point out that the European CPs are inside
that counterrevolutionary united front.

II. The Counterrevolutionary Treacherous Character of Eurocommunism:

l. Only an impressionist could say that there are three possible
variants for Eurocommunism--social democracy, Stalinism, and
revolutionary Marxism, Eurocommunism is a double adaptation by
the Communist parties--to the upsurge of the masses in Europe and
to imperialism itself. The adaptation to the mass upsurge has
only one goal--to better serve the imperialist counterrevolution.
For a Trotskyist, the discussion on Eurocommunism has a limit-- the
impossibility of the Communist parties and their leaderships
becoming revolutionary again. To put it another way, the discussion
can only revolve around the formal changes the European Communist
parties are making so as to better serve the imperialist-Stalinist
counterrevolution during the upsurge of the Luropean revolution.

If the problem is posed in this way, there is only one question
to be answered: Are the European Communist parties already neo-
Social Democratic or are they still Stalinist? In our opinion
they are Stalinist because they maintain their close relationship
with the USSR. If there were a war between their imperialists
and the USSR we think they would defend the workers state and not
imperialism. But since the conflict today is not between the USSR
and imperialism, but rather between the revolutionary upsurge and
the (imperialistic-bureaucratic) European counterrevolution, the
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Chs, like the Jocialist parties, torm part of that counter-
revolutionary front. Therefore, the CPs adopt social democratic
positions for the workers and the mass movement, so as to better
play their counterrevolutionary role. They are closer and closer
to their own imperialists without having reached the point of
being their direct agents, which would convert them into social
democratic parties. But this difference is secondary right now
since in face of the revolutionary upsurge, the social democrats
and European Communist parties are vlaying a similar role. The
social democracy fills that role closely and directly linked to
its imperialists, and the CPs, via the Kremlin. But the function
is identical--to serve the counterrevolution through class
collaboration.

2. Trotskyism has as one of its reasons for being the
implacable struggle against the Socialist and Communist parties,
which have gone over to the camp of imperialist counterrevolution
and increasingly betray the working class. For Trotskyists, this
passing of the reformist parties into the camp of the imperialist
counterrevolution is a decisive and irreversible fact that led
to the founding of the Fourth International. If it had been
possible to change and transform the Socialist and Communist parties
into revolutionary parties, first the Third International and later
the Fourth International would not have been founded. The
Trotskyists state that the Communist parties the world over, and
especially in Europe, clearly follow & traitorous policy of popular
fronts and collaboration with the bourgeoisie. Can Eurocommunism
mean that the CPs are abandoning their popular frontist policy,
as Comrade Mandel suggests? We categorically deny that possibility.

The degeneration of both internationals flowed from deep social
causes~~the bureaucratization of these parties, which provided a
s0lid economic and social base for their reformism and tied them
for life, for economic and social reasons, to the camp of the
imperialist counterrevolution., Although the process of degeneration
of the Third International was different from that of the Second
International, in going from the center to the periphery--from the
bureaucratization of the CP of the USSR to the national parties--this
did not stop it from being a process of bureaucratization and
degeneration that marked all the Communist parties. All of them
are based on a political and trade-union bureaucracy. Where these
parties win mass support this bureaucratization is accentuated,
but with "national" characteristics, since this privileged
bureaucracy begins to have its own "national market" as the main
source of its income, through its trade unions, parliamentary posts,
and party apparatus. That is the situation in the Italian,

French, Spanish, and Portuguese CPs.

This bureaucratization, this privileged layer, is what makes
it impossible for sociological reasons to have a revolutionary
regeneration of the national Communist parties.

3. The fact that some Communist parties have taken power or
have led a revolution does not mean that they have changed

historically and structurally, that they have stopped being
counterrevolutionarv. The same is true when a privileged trade-
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union bureaucracy leads a victorious strike. Just because
it has done so does not mean it has stopped being a counter-
revolutionary bureaucracy, in the last analysis, an agent of
the imperialist bourgeoisie and of counterrevolution in the
ranks of the working class. That is, because of their
bureaucratic character, these parties, even if they have taken
power and led a revolution, continue opposing and fighting
against any domestic and international development of the
permanent revolution. To put it another way, they continue
to be sworn enemies of the development of the international
socialist revolution although they have led a victorious
national revolution.

When that happens, it is due to very concrete, specific
objective conditions that Trotsky himself foresaw in the
transitional program: "However, one cannot categoricelly deny
in advance the theoretical possibility that, under the influence
of completely exceptional circumstances (war, defeat, financial
crash, mass revolutionary pressure, etc.), the petty-bour5301s
parties including the Stalinists may go further than they
themselves wish along the road to a break with the bourgeoisie."
(Trotsky, The Transitional Program for Socialist Revolution,

Pathfinder, 1973, page 95.)

However, Trotsky did not deduce from that that the Stalinist
parties would stop filling their role as traitors and counter-
revolutionaries, nor did he deduce that we should stop fighting
them mercilessly.

The defeat of the exploiters of a country carried out by
Stalinists in such '"completely exceptional circumstances" took
place while they were betraying the workers of the entire world.
Thus, the defeat of imperialism in China, North Korea, Vietnam,
and Eastern Europe was the price Stalinism had to pay to
domesticate and smash the workers revolution in Western Europe.

In addition, most of those victories took place in the
colonial world, in peripheral countries. Although the victories
weakened the imperialists, they alsoc made it possible for them
to recover and survive with the help of Stalinism and the CPs.
At the same time the victories provided the Stalinists with a
vindication of their concepts of the revolution by stages and
socialism in one country and therefore with a means to continue
strengthening themselves in the mass movement through the
world--the ultimate insurance for the imperialist counterrevolution.

That traitorous role of world Stalinism--of all Communist
parties in the world without exception, whether or not they
have broken with Moscow, whether or not they have taken power--is
concretized in the lamentable role they have played in the
domestication of the industrial proletariat throughout the world
for more than two decades. This role has been both direct and
indirect. It has been a direct role insofar as the Communist
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parties have been the hegemonic politicai force and indirect
because the CPs' bureaucratic policies arrest the revolution
where they have influence, thus aiding the trade-union and
social-democratic bureaucracy in the countries where the
Stalinists don't have hegemony to continue controlling the
working class.

4. Despite the betrayals of Stalinism, the poletariat
in the metropolitan countries began to raise its head in
Western Europe. This historic event, which has only one
meaning--the beginning of the end of capitalist-imperialist
rule on a world scale--will lead the Communist parties
throughout the world, especially the Western European parties,
to unheard of lengths in their betrayals.

To have combatted and denounced the Communist parties for
decades as counterrevolutionary and now-~when the revolutionary
upsurge that would reveal the increasingly treacherous role of
those parties is upon us--to assert that the European Communist
parties have "the politics of a transition, although no one
knows where or to what it is heading," as Comrade Mandel states,
is to use an umbrella on sunny days. The moment of the final,
implacable battle against the Communist and Socialist parties
has arrived, the moment to expose them to the masses--to millions
and millions of workers--as counterrevolutionary, treacherous
parties. The time has come to intensify and extend the systematic,
implacable denunciation by the Trotskyists of the traditional
Communist and Socialist parties. This is not the time to water
it down, forget it, or worse--assert that we do not know what
their politics will be. As Trotskyists we know what they will
do--betray the working class more than ever.

5. This systematic denunciation does not mean forgetting the
united front tactic or the crisis the Communist parties are bogged
down in. To apply the united front tactic in a revelutionary,
communist, Trotskyist, way, it must be accompanied by a clear
delimitation from and denunciation of the mass reformist parties
to which it is directed. That is how Lenin and Trotsky acted
toward the Social Revolutionaries and Mensheviks in 1917. ILater,
that was the policy of the Third International when it oriented
toward a united front with the social democratic parties--not
for a single minute did it stop denouncing them as traitors at
the same time that it called on them to form a wited front. If
the most intransigent denunciation is not combined with a call
for a united front, you end up capitulating to the reformist
parties.

A variant of basic importance in applying this tactic of the
united front must be our call for unity in action with the reformist
parties (including the CP) against fascist attacks or reactionary



coups, which threaten revolutionists as much as they do
reformists. 'This permanent danger to the risiny; w.rkers
movement--that is, fascist or reactionary putschs--must be
fought with the most consistent policy of the united front.
But it must be fought through a communist application of

the united front tactic, which is to say, without halting
for a single minute the attack against the Communist and
Socialist parties for being the real cause--because of

their policy--behind the fascists and reactionaries raising
their heads and their being able-~due to the policy of those
treacherous parties--to attack those same parties. That is,
more than ever we raise the banner of the united front with
the reformist parties in order to defend those very parties
from the attack of the reactionaries. But more than ever we
also continue to denounce those parties as the main cause
behind the reactionaries' raising their heads and attacking
them.

The same thing happens with the crisis that inevitably
takes place in the Communist parties during any big rise of
the mass movement. It is necessary to distinguish carefully
between the characterization of the policy of a Communist
party and the characterization of its crises. The crises of
the Communist parties are a very positive phenomenon because
they help us cut these counterrevolutionary parties to pieces.
But if someone confuses a crisis with the policy of the party,
he can fall into the aberration of believing that because a
treacherous party has entered a crisis, the party can stop being
treacherous and therefore change its politics. A person who
thinks like that helps the bureaucratic counterrevolutionary
leadership of those Communist parties to overcome or alleviate
the crises, since he moderates the implacable denunciation needed
to accelerate the crises of such a counterrevolutionary party
and to destroy it. A real Trotskyist uses the crises of any
bureaucratic leadership and of any Communist party to accelerate
the crises, pointing out that that leadership and party cannot
be saved for the revolution. Our aim is clear and unambiguous-~-to
explain to the workers that that leadership and that Communist
party are definitely lost to the revolution, that they are agents
of the imperialist counterrevolution in the ranks of the workers
movement. Along with that we must point out that, precisely
because the Communist party cannot be saved for the revolution,
its crisis is very positive because it means the disappearance,
destruction, or wiping out of that party, a process we favor
and want to bring about.

6. Everything we have been saying is occurring ever 8o
slowly at present in Italy, France and Spain. The ltalian
Communist party today is the greatest guarantee of the bourgeocis
order. In fact, it is collaborating in full with the Christian
Democratic government and the Italian big bourgeoisie. The
"democratic concessions" granted to the ranks of the italian
trade-union movement have an obvious goal--to place the CP in
position to better develop its counterrevolutionary policy to
serve the Ttalian imperialists. The French (P, throuh the
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"Union of the Left," presents itself as the gravedigger of
the French workers revolution.

Events have confirmed the viciously treacherous role of
the Spanish CP. It has been the safeguard of the post-Francoist
regime and even of Francoism. It has been the party that
successfully prevented the organization of a mass general strike
that would overthrow the regime. It is the party that is
liquidating the workers commissions so as to better serve
Spanish imperialism and the regime. It has saved the regime
in the current situation and Carrillo makes public statements
favoring a government of national unity under the king. So,
pleased with that, the righteous indignation of the workers
over the appearance of fascist gangs is diverted into demon-
strations that in fact lead to propping up the politics of the
Spanish government. Rarely have we seen a more abject and
treacherous policy. But this is just the beginning. We will
see much worse betrayals by the PCE.

In its own way, Portugal foretells the future of all the
European Communist parties. There, the CP tried to turn over
the embryos of workers and people's power to the MFA, a wing of
the imperialist army. Or it fought them directly with fire and
sword. It sold out the Jjust strikes of the workers movement
against the austerity plan of Vasco Gongalvez and called for
support to this plan of the imperialist government.

This is what the European Communist parties have done, and,
we repeat, it is nothing more than an example of what they will
do in the future--betrayals that will be much more horrendous
and catastrophic than the ones they have already carried out.
That is, history is showing that the Trotskyists' attack of so
many years against Stalinism and the CPs was more than justified,
and future history will show this to be still more the case--that
they are traitors and counterrevolutionaries. It will show that
one of the fundamental reasons for being of the Trotskyists is
to wage the most inplacable fight against the CPs and to denounce
them as treacherous, counterrevolutionary parties, just as bad
as the social democratic parties.

III. Comrade Mandel's Contradictions

1. Comrade Mandel contradicts what he himself wrote or voted
for some time ago. The internationsl's public document on Spain,
"The Death Agony of Francoism," was written by the IMT, which is
led by Comrade Mandel.

In that document, which is deplorable in its concrete analysis
and policy for Spain, a principled position in opposition to the
CP is maintained. Here is what the Mandelists said somewhat more
than a year ago:



"For twenty years now the Upanish Ci- and its
various allied have obstinately pursued the strategy
of putting pressure on the bourgeoisie (the “peace-
ful general strike") and of offering biyg capital
evep more sweeping guarantees of class collaboration
and respect for bourgeois order in an effort to win
the replacement of the dictatorship by a bhourgeois-
democratic regime. The formation of the Junta
Democratica is only the latest variant of a single and
unchanging strategy: convincing the Spanish
bourgeoisie that it can change 1ts political system
without 1ts class power being seriously threatened."

"The CP wants to assure the Spanish bourgeoisie
that the regime can be changed under conditions that
would leave intact not only its economic power and its
private property, but even its state and its instruments
of repression against the workers: this is the real
content of their treacherous policy." [The English
original, published in the June 19, 1975, issue of
Inprecor, reads: '"The leadership of the CP and its
aigles want....(the rest is the same)--Translator.]

"While the effects of this policy on the bourgeoisie
remain weak today, this will not be the case immediately
after the overthrow of the dictatorship. At that point,
an alliance with the Social Democratic reformists, the
neo-Social Democrats, or Stalinists could appear to
significant sectors of the bourgeoisie as a last resopt
in halting the revolutionary upsurge with a palliative
that does not immediately threaten their class rule.

But the ability of the reformists and Stalinists to
carry out this counterrevolutionary work does not
depend solely on their intentions [original says:
"intentions and political orientation--Translator],

but also and above all on the scope of the social
crisis and the mass movement, as well as on the level
of the class consciousness of the masses, the degree

of self-organization and centralization they have
attained, the relationship of forces between reformists
and revolutionaries within the workers movement, and the
progress made on the road to the construction of the
revolutionary party." (Our emphasis.)

2. According to "The Death Agony of Francoism" the PCE's
policy was and will continue to be the same as the one they have
followed in the last "twenty years"--a 'counterrevolutionary,"
"treacherous" policy. According to the same document, insofar
as the revolution is on the upswing, the CP will be more useful
to the bourgeois counterrevolution. Exactly the opposite of what
Mandel tells us publicly today, in this way going against an
official document of the international and of his faction.
Comrade Mandel should have quoted and defended this public docu-
ment of the international and his faction before the Jjournalists.
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He cculd have brought it up to date giving current examples of
the betrayals of the Spanish CP and predicted future betrayals.
Instead of that, he acted like a slick defense lawyer for the
Spanish CP and the European CPs,

By acting in this way, Comrade Mandel commits two crimes.
He in no way helps in the implacable struggle of the Spanish,
French, and Italian Trotskyists against the current betrayals
of the Communist parties in those countries. Instead of
denouncing them with exclamation points, he limits himself to
a series of question marks about the future of their politics.

The other crime is that any vanguard worker who has begun
to attack the CP for its treacherous counterrevolutionary policy,
who has begun to listen to our criticisms, after reading Comrade
Mandel will find himself faced with a big question--should he
break with the Communist party or pressure it to change its
policy? Any worker who tends toward revolutionary positions in
France, after reading Comrade Mandel must have very great
doubts--isn't the best policy to pressure the Communist party
more and more to make "the revolutionary turn" Mandel predicts
if it is pressured enough? That is, the conclusions to be
drawn from Comrade Mandel's statements reinforce the hopes and
confidence, now greatly diminished, of thousands of workers in
the European Communist parties, instead of leading them to the
logical conclusion of breaking with those parties. The state-~
ments of Comrade Mandel inevitably lead to an orientation that
only means capitulation to the European CPs.

Comrades, I think I have exhaustively shown the gravity of
the statements made by Comrade Mandel and the need to take our
distance from them publicly.

This disavowal should be the result of a fraternal inter-
change of opinions among all the leaders, tendencies, factions,
and members. It should be a statement that we continue to
support the classical, principled analysis of Trotskyism with
regard to the Communist parties.

That is, we can change the tone, we can examine the different
tactical variants appropriate with regard to such a declaration
criticizing the statements made by Comrade Mandel, but what is
necessary is a declaration to counteract the real catastrophe
Comrade Mandel has inflicted on our European Trotskyist members
and on our international as a whole.

None of these proposals should be taken as a public or
internal characterization and attack on Comrade Mandel. In this,
we are not judging the historical trajectory of Comrade Mandel,
who deserves the greatest praise as one of our top leaders for more
than 30 years. Instead, we are Jjudging the impact of lamentable
public statements on the future of our international. That is how

this should be taken.

Wwith orthodox Trotskyist greetimgs, awaiting your speedy reply,
N. Morenc




April 1, 1977

Dear Comrade Moreno,

We received your letter dated February 1, 1977, on March
21, 1977, and we brought it to the attention of the United
Secretariat meeting on March 22-24, 1977.

The matter of Comrade Mandel's interview with the Spanish
uagazine, Viejo Topo, was quickly cleared up., The United Sec-
retariat was informed that the views attributed to Comrade
Mandel by Viejo Topo were not his views, were not expressed by
him in the interview, and that he had not had the opportunity
to see the text of the interview before it was published. On
learning this, the United Secretariat readily decided that the
best solution was the one that Comrade Mandel himself had
proposed: he would write a correcvion and ask Vie?o To%o
to publish it. The comrades of the LCR of Spain also ormed
us that if this correction was rejected by Viejo Topo, then
they would publish it.

The United Secretariat also mandated the Bureau to reply
to your letter.

We were astonished that before sending us your letter you
did not check in advance with Comrade Mandel to ascertain whether
he actually expressed the views attributed to him by Viejo Topo.
This was particularly surprising since these views are 80 con-
trary to the well-known positions of the Fourth International
that have been defended on many occasions by Comrade Mandel. No
leader of the Fourth International, for example, has presented
the position, either publicly or internally, that the West
European Communist parties are changing their counterrevolutionary
nature., It seems to us that the matter could have been settled
without lengthy polemics, if the precaution of checking the facts
had been taken, Besides being an elementary courtesy, this was
doubly called for before accusing another coumrade of "crimes,"

We were even more surprised that the letter we received
from you was mimeographed, and that seven weeks had elapsed be-
tween the time it was written and the time we received it. Thus
there are groumds to assume that it has been given broad circula-
tion. The comrades who received the mimeographed letter were
presented with only one side of the argument -- yours -- without
having had the opportunity to hear Comrade Mandel's explanation,
and without even knowing about the solution that the United
Secretariat worked out t» deal with the problem. This procedure
is highly prejudicial to an okjective discussion.

Comrade Mandel is writing a reply to your letter. We will
send it to you as soon as it s completed. We insist that it be
given the same circulation as your own mimeographed letter. We
will make the exchange of correspondence on this matter known
to the leaderships of the sections and sywmpathizing organiza-
tions of the Fourth International

Revolutionary «éreetings,
United Secretariat Burcau




L March 70, 1977
Dear Comrade Moreno,

Your letter of February 1, 1977, surprised me as much by its
contents as by its tone.

You start from the assumption that by making some statements to
a Spanish magazine, Viego Togo, one of the leading members of the
Fourth International and o e United Secretariat has "betrayed"
Trotskyism. You use a lot of space demonstrating the "betrayal."
You circulate these "denunciations" throughout the world movement
(hence the mimeographed form of the letter) even before sending it
to the United Secretariat (the letter dated February 1, 1977, only
reached us on March 19). You even go beyond the organizational limits
of the Fourth International and submit that letter to a vote of the
young Costa Rican organization, which is not yet affiliated to the
Fourth International. Yet you do not take the elementary precaution
of first ascertaining whether the ideas which you attribute to com-
rade Mandel, and which you denounce so violently, are really those
of the accused comrade., It is incorrect in and of itself to conduct
basic polemics in tendency struggles on the basis of unverified
interviews and not on the basis of political documents written by
tendencies, An excellent way to educate comrades in the "principled”
conduct of discussions among revolutionists, indeed!

For an experienced leader of the movement such as yourself, it
would have been elementary to first write me a letter, or even to
have called me by telephone and asked: Have you really said what
Viejo Topo attributed to you, and is this really your opinion?

This precaution was all the more called for, since you must
have read in my first interview published by Viejo Topo the rather
unbelievable stetement that I was opposed to democratic centralism!
You know quite well that this is not my opinion at all. I have con-
sistently defended a strict application of democratic centralism
inside all sections of the Fourth International, and inside the F.I.
as an international, including in correspondence with you. For this
reason alone, you should have beon a bit suspicious as to the seri-
ousness with which the editors of the Viejo TOEO has summarized a
long interview I gave them on the request o e comrades ol GThe
Barcelona LCR. You should have inferred from that one example at
least this one conclusion: that I hadn't had the opportunity to
reread and correct this summarized transcript of my statements be-
fore it was printed; otherwise I would never have let such a pre-
posterous statement pass. And you would have been wise to first
consult me in order to know what part of the statements attributed
to me in relation to "Eurocommunism" correspond or do not correspond
with my views.

Instead of acting in such a responsible way, you rushed into
violent denunciations, some of whose exaggerated fermulas border on
the grotesque ("Comrade Mandel commits two crimes.""Comrade Mandel
has caused a rcal catastrophe for our European Trotskyist militants
and our International as a whole," For comrade Mandel, "the crea-
tion of th§ Fourth International has been a tragic historical error,”
etc., etc.).

The question must be raised: why d4id you act in such a way? And
the answer seems obvious: because you were motivated not primarily
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by the need to defend the integrity of the Trotskyist program, the
image of the Fourth International, or the chances of making rapid
progress in its expansion, but exclusively by petty factional con-
siderations, Your desire to make some occasional factional capital

by playing on the lack of information of inexperienced comrades took
precedence over the need to publicly defend the unity, solidarity,
coherence, and programmatic integrity of the Fourth International

the world over, especially in Spain, where today we have the greatest
opportunities for making rapid progress. In doing this you made a
serious error, which the rank-and-file militants will judge. You
likewise seriously miseducated some young comrades on the manner in
which to conduct political discussions in a revolutionary organization
without letting them degenerate into an unprincipled brawl that
doesn't teach anybody anything except blind factionalism. We hope
that such errors will not be repeated. It is certainly not in the
interests of the political discussions that your tendency wants to
conduct with the rest of the Fourth International to adopt such
behavior. This can only make political clarification more difficult.

You are right to assign great importance to a correct analysis
by the Fourth International of the phenomenon of "Eurocommunism"
(more correctly, the programmatic and political evolution of such
parties as the Italian, Spanish, French, British, Swedish, Belglan,
Japanese, Mexican CPs, etc.). You follow all the publications of
the Fourth International in that respect, watching with an eagle
eye for any signs of "revisionism," as a self--appointed guardian of
"orthodox Trotskyism." This should have at least made you cnnscious
of the fact that leading spokespeople of the United Secretariat, of
the Fourth International, and I myself have in innumerable writings
in a consistent way not left the slightest doubt as to the basically
right-wing and pro-capitalist turn of the CP leaderships, a turn
which has as 1ts basic thrust the deepening of class collaboration
with the imperialist bourgeoisies, even more blatant betrayals of
potentially revolutionary mass upsurges than those already committed
by Stalinist parties in capitalist countries since the historic turn
of the Comintern toward popular frontism in the 193%4-35 period.

We have consistently defended these positions for several years.
Two years ago we published a document submitted to a meeting of our
European Political Bureaus on the evolution of the European CPs in
which we characterized this evolution as a process of gradual Social
Democratization, but one which had not yet reached the stage of a
qualitative transformation of the CPs into classical Social Demo-
cratic parties, given the degree of privileged relations they still
maintained with the Soviet bureaucracy. We stick to that position
today.

On July 13, 1976, I wrote an article for INPRECOR concerning
the Berlin conference of Communist parties, in which I said:

"Does this mean that we applaud the success incontestably
won by 'Eurocommunism' and 'polycentrism' at the Ekast
Berlin conference? This would be to fall into a one-sided
and opportunist evaluation of the balance-sheet of this
conference.,

"First of all, the increased prestige won at low cost by
the Berlinguers and companies in East Berlin increases
their ability to manipulate and thereby betray the rising
proletarian revolution in the West as well as the rising
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political zevolution in the East. Significant evidence for
this is provided by the euphoric commentaries of R., Havemann
(who is naevertheless an lLonest, critical, and leftist com-
munist and a fierce opponent of the bureaucracy) published
in the July 5 issue of the West German weekly Der Spiegel.
Enthusiastic about the 'democratic' professions of faith of
the 'Eurocommunist' leaders and hoping for innumerable bene-
ficial repercussions for opposition communists and toilers
in the 'people's democracies,' Havemann fails to see the
decisive concessions to the bourgeoisie. The abandoning of
any struggle to destroy the bourgeols state apparatus and
the strangling of the self-organization of the masses that
is the inevitable conscquence of attachment to bourgeois-
parliementary institutions imply the risk of defeat of the
socialist revelution in southern Europe."

(INPRECOR, No. 55, July 22, 1976. Our emphasis.)

In September 1976 I was interviewed at length by the editor of
the French revolutionury Marxist theoretical magazine Critigue Coum-
muniste on the problems cof revolutionary strategy in Western Europe.
T"he Interview -~:2ared in the Ssptember/October 1976 issue (no.8-9)
of that magazine., it contains the following passage:

"The Communist parties . . . are bending to the pressure of
the bourgeoislie and Social Democracy, for example in their
abandcunent of the concept of 'dictetorship of the prole-
tariec.! We completely disagree with such concessions and
continue to uphold the entire classical Maruzist-Leninist
polemic against the inadequacies, the formalism, the class
character sind the indirect, opprossive, and severely trun-
cated adature of Lourgeois parliamentary democracy."

And further on:

"The objactive resulte of the policies of the reformists
are sue following: growing impotence of the left government;
inabiliiy fio neet its promises; rising disillusionment
among “h3 muaseces and the creation thereby of a fertile
ground for Jdemobilization and demoralization and the return
in fcrce of rzaction, whether through violence or even by
legzl ari electoral means, This confirms that we have no
choice in the matter: either we extend he mass outflanking
tovard victory, or else decline and defeat are inevitable."

On J-nuecry 14, 1977, I spoke in London in the name of the United
Secretariat of th2 Fou.th International at the mass rally convened to
condemn Healy's slarder campalgn against comrades Joseph Hansen and
George Novack, Jutercontinental Press (No. 4, Vol. 15, Pebruary 7,
1977) reported that I stated the following:

"Whatever one may shink about all the intricacies of so-
called Eurocormunism, of which we are of course no friends
whatsoever, no apnlogists —- which we don't cover up =-- it
is a new stage in the reformist degeneration of these par-
ties, preparation for the deseply counterrevolutionary role
or thesc¢ partics in ChHe coming revolutionary struggles 1n
Southern KLUropc,” (Uur emphasis.)

Anyone famiiiar with 2ll these statements, which have been made
consistently ond ccentinuously for many years, should have at least
pondered wiy sudaenly, in between two declarations identical in con-
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tent, I would tell a Spanish paper in October 1976 the opposite of
what I said in Scutaiber 1976 and in January 1977. This should have
increased your susg icions that the editors of Viego Togo had mis-
represented my views when they condensed a long, detailed analysis
into a few paragraphs.

Finally, I must remind you of another important fact from the
recent history of the Fourth International. For ten years a protracted
discussion has been going on in the Fourth International on the na-
ture of the Chinese and Vietnamese CPs, Members of the United Secre-
tariat and the Fourth International have different opinions on this
question., But you are perfectly aware of the position that most lead-
ing comrades of the majority, and myself in particular, have consis-
tently defended in the course of this discussion, Given that the
Chinese, Vietnamese, and Yugoslav CPs had indeed overthrown capitalism
in their own countries at the hcad of a revolutionary mass movement,
albeit with bureaucratic methods and opportunist policles, it was
dangerous and would open the road to revisionism to call these parties
Stalinist, i.e., parties of the same type as the French, Italian,
Spanish, Portuguese, British, and Swedish CP, which, in our opinion,
were unwilling and unable to cverthrow capitalism in their countries.

We strongly insisted on the fact that this was not only due to
the class collaborationist policies of these Stalinist parties, but
in particular to the way in which they recruited and educated their
members and cadres, i.e., to the practice and experience of these
cadres. People who have been trained exclusively in reformist prac-
tice and experience for twenty years are unable to act otherwise,
even under "new" and "exceptional" circumstances. (Stalinist parties
can only overthrow caritalism in the wake of the Soviet army, which
is completely excluded in Western Europe today.)

A representative of your tendency was present during several
United Secretariat discussions in which we challenged the comrades
of the Liga Socialista of Spain to answer clearly and unequivocally
a8 to whether they thought the Spanish CP would overthrow capitalism
in Spain under any circumstanc2s. Our answer was an unequivocal "No.
We still wait for an unequivocal answer from the LC,

We note that in your letlier of February 1, 1977, you yourself
throw confusion on this question by mixing the question of the coun-
terrevolutionary effects of a party's policy on a world scale with
the specific question of the revolutionary or counterrevolutionary
£01s of that party in the concrete revolution unfolding in its
own country. One can agree with the statement that Maoism plays a
counterrevolutionary role on a world scale. But in the third Chinese
revolution of 1946-49 the Chinese CP did not play a counterrevolu-
tionary role, It is not "counterrevolutionary” to overthrow capi-
talism in the most populated country in the worid, comprised of one
quarter of mankind, Ve completely deny the ability of the Western
European CPs to do the some thing in 47 ir countries. That's why
we think it is misleading, to say the least, to lump them all together
in the same category.

There are possibly certain differences in the Fourth Interna-
tional on the question of "FKurocommunism" and how to deal with it.
These differences should be aiscussed thoroughly in the period
leading up to the Eleventh World Congress, But they are not situated
where you pretend to locate them, liobody in thce lcadership of the
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Fourth- International, and certainly no comrade associated with the
IMT, believes that the "Eurocommunist" parties could become revolu-
tionary or centrist parties, that under the pressure of the masses

or under the pressure of the changed relationship of forces inside
the labor movement between them and the revolutionary vanguard they
could lead a proletarian revolution or overthrow capitalism, Neither
does anybody believe that the leaderships or bureaucratic apparatuses
of these parties could reform themselves or change their social na-
ture in any way whatsoever, so as to enable them to play a revolu-
tionary instead of a counterrevolutionary role, Any attempt to side-
track the discussion into that channel, i.e., to attribute ideas to
comrades that they do not hold, have not held, and which are contrary
to their clearly and unambiguously expressed opinions, is completely
sterile and factional. In reality, it is a diversion preventing real
discussion about real or potentiai differences, '

The potential differences which we can detect in your letter
(whether they are real or not will only be determined by further dis-
cussion) could revolve around three problens:

1) The dynamic of the world crisis of Stalinism, which is stim-
ulated by "Eurocommunism," You make a4 mistake in stating that, given
there are no differences between imperialism and the Soviet bureau-
cracy as to what should happen in WesternVEurope, the concessions of
the West European CPs to the imperialist bourgeoisie are acceptable
to the Kremlin, Contrary to what occurred in 1934-38 or 1941-47, this
time the right turn of the CPs has not been accomplished under {n-
structions from the Kremlin, but has taken forms which at least par-
tially go against the interests of the Kremlin. This turn was initiated
by the pressure of specific national situations and social forces in
the various imperialist countries, i.e,, attempts by the CP bureau-
cracies to escape from their long-term political isolation, to further
insert themselves into the structures of the bourgeois state, to find
electoral agreements with the Social Democracy, to be accepted as
potential government partners by bourgeois parties, while at the same
time moking some concessions to the powerful antibureaucratic pressure
of the West European working class in a period of increasing mass
mobilizations in many countries. This pressure led to changes in
CP policies at different moments, with different rhythms, and in dif-
ferent forms (there is not "one," but several "Eurocommunisua"),

While this conforms to the Kremlin's line of "peaceful coexistence"
in general terms, it also openly hurts the interests of the Kremlin
through its repercussions in Eastern Europe and the USSR. We believe
you underestimate the effects of the criticisms made by the "Euro-
communists"” (be they mild and hesitant) of some of the repressive
acts of the Kremlin in Eastern Europe and the USSR. This type of
criticism strongly stimulated the opposition in these countries. In
fact, contrary to what happened in 1934-38 or 1941-47, this time he
turn of the CPs has created a deep, growing, and lasting rift inside
world Stalinism, a rift we must exploit.

2) There is a need for our movement to take political initiatives
of a propaganda and sometimes even an agitational nature in face o
the contradictions of "Eurocommunism," initialives which go beyond
the simple combinations which you propose of "denuuciation plus united
front." Denunciations arc¢ necessary. United front initiatives arec
necessary. But more is possible and necessary today. Our sections
should try to widen the cracks in the Staliuist monolith which "Euro-
communism” has created, for example, by forcing the Western European
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CPs to defend the victims of bureaucratic repression in the East in
a real way, and not simply with lip secrvice. They should also start
a big offensive in favor of workers democracy, right of tendency,
etc. inside the mass organizations, especially the trade unions con-
trolled by the CPs in Western Europe. To be sure, any success we
obtain in this field does not change the nature of the CP bureaucracy.
nor does it solve the problem of revolutionary leadership in and of
itself. But it helps the building of the revolutionary party by making
it easier for revolutionaries to operate, to discuss, debate, and -
criticize the reformist policies inside the mass organizations. Every
battle won for internal democracy in the trade unions is a step
forward in the battle against reformism and Stalinism. Today the
leaders of "Eurocommunism" are very vulnerable on all these gquestions.
Campaigns by our forces and sympathizers can have a broad response
o:ong advanced workers and CP members themselves. These responses and
successes increase the chances of a victorious fight against the
treacherous policies of the CP leaderships,

3) We are convinced that in the course of a rising mass struggle,
in a prerevolutionary and especially a revolutionary situation with
stronger and stronger Trotskyist parties with correct policies, seri-
ous and deep splits will occur in the nass CPs., Whole layers of Com~
munist working class cadres will be won over to revolutionary Marxism.
In fact, it will be impossible %o build revolutionary mass parties in
Western Europe and to conquer the majority of the working class with-
out winning over important sectors of the proletarian cadres of the
CPs.

Discussions around these questions would be very fruitful. Fac-
tional quarrels around ideas falscly attributed to comrades are
utterly sterile and self-defeating. They contribute neither to the
class struggle nor to the building of the Fourth International.

Fraternally yours,

Ernest Mandel



Motion adopted by the March 22-2l;, 1977 United Secretariat

In accordance with the motions previonsly adopted on rela-
tions with the OCRFI, and after receiving the OCRFI's response
to these proposals, the USFI decides:

l. To hold a meeting with an OCRFI delegation as soon
as possible to consider the modalities of the public discussion
between the latter and the United Secretariat of the Fourth
International.

4, To establish as the first topic in this discussion:
The Cgisis of Stalinism.

5. To proceed to prepare this public, written discussion
in the following way:

8. The presentation of the positions of the Fourth In-
ternational in this discussion must take place under the con-
trol of the United Secretariat;

b, The Bureau of the USFI is mandated to prepare a draft
document for this public discussion to present to the USFI;

Cc. In order to avoid beginning the discussion from pre-
established positions, this document should be the result of
a process of real discussion within the leadership bodies of
the International. In this way the basic positions of the
International can be determined, as well as any disagreecments
that may arise in this or that area;

d. In the framework of carrying out this procedure the
USFI will allow the public expression of differences that might

exist within it;

e. After a balance sheet 6f both the public discussion
and possible common actions is drawn the USFI will decide on
the forms for continuing the discussion,

4, 1In order to consider the problems related to the prac-
tical realization of this public, written discussion, a meet-
ing will be held between the Bureau of the United Secretariat,
the Secretariat of the Political Bureau of the LCR, and
representatives of the SWP leadership.

5. In its letter of March 7, 1977, addressed to the United
Secretariat of the Fourth International, the OCRFI asserts:
"Comrade Lambert in no way contests having said that the OCT
had taken measures to follow the political discussions held in
the LCR. This was done since no other solutions are possible,
given the type of relations that exist betwecen tie LCR and the
OCI. The USFI decides to publish this letter in the Interna-—
tional Internal Discussion Bullctin, accompanied by a response
from the Political Bureau of the LCR. The USFT delegation is mau-
dated to take this pcoint up at its next wmceting withthe OCRFI
delegation, .




Galois, Johnson statements on the OCRI'] motion

We voted for the motion on the OCRFI, because it represents
a step forward towards opening up a process of discussion be~
tween the USFI and the OCRFI. We still think it would have been
preferable to have initiated an internal discussion rather
than a public one, We also think it would have been preferable
to have suggested a few more topics to initiate the discussion;
such as women's liberation and the Latin American revolution,
in addition to the crigis of Stalinismk.



“Report on the Meeting of the LTF Steering Committee, April
30-May 2, by Barry Sheppard” is unavailable at this time.



= RANSTATTON New York, April 26, 1979

Dear Mercedes,

Thank you for your letter with your document on the e¢lections
and the positions of the LCR. I think your document handled
several important points quite well.

Raul has sent me all the documents of the Third Congress ot the
LC. At last T am reading them along with the major document of the
Congress of the LCR-ETA VI. This last document I received from the
British (IMG) comrades. In this letter I only want to take up the
question of the slogan of the republic. To help think through this
question, I am enclosing two articles you may find of interest.

They are: An article by Pierre Prank written in 1946 (see the
last three pages), and an article by Trotsky entitled "Problems of
the Italian Revolution" written May 14, 1930.

Neither of these articles is an indepth exposition on the
question of the slogan for a republic although both refer to it. In
Trotsky's writings in 1931 on Spain there are three passages which I
think has been misinterpreted by some comrades. I enclose those threc
pages which include the followin% quotes, "The republic is now the
official slogan of the struggle. "The slogan of the republic, of
course, is also the workers' slogan." "The more quickly their best
elements (proletariat - PC) join us, the sooner the democratic
republic will be identified in the mind of the masses with the
workers' republic.” '

I do not believe that from these three phrases one can conclude
that Trotsky's position was in favor of our using the slogan republic,
In my opinion, he says three simple things; republic was the official
slogan of a mass struggle, the workers also raised this slogan and
that we should seek to change the masses to support a "workers' republic."
There 1s obviously a substantial difference between saying that the
workers ralsed the slogan and saying that the slogan is part of our
program which we should raise. T agree that the exact phrases in both
Spanish and English are imprecise to determine Trotsky's meaning.

There may be other articles by Trotsky that take up the slogan of
a republic, but the 1930 article and the 1931 passagecs are the only
two I know of.

Only the last three pages of the article by Pierre Frank refer to the
question of a republic. But I believe you will find the entire article
very 1lnteresting on questions dealing with the adjustments made in the
forms of bourgeoils rule, after fescist governments were ousted in
various countries in BEurope at the end of the Second World War., Of
course, Plerrc Frank might express himself somewhat dif'ferently today,
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but I think his point on the importance of bonapartist regimes for

the bourgeoisie is quite relevant. Likewise Trotsky's letter to the
Italians raises some general considerations about the meaning of
bourgeois democratic interludes that can come about after the collapse
of fascism. He sees such a period as possible only if the socialist
revolution is not carried through. The proletarian character of the
struggle in Spain today confirms the point Trotsky is making. So I
think you will find those two articles of interest.

In this letter I would like to outline to you how I see the
question of the slogan republic. Our starting point should be that
the slogan republic can have two rather different implications.

The call for a republic can express an elementary democratic
sentiment--against a monarchy, for example. It can be interpreted
to mean nothing more than the idea that the people should choose the
government; this is the strict dictionary definition of the word. On
the other hand, the call for a republic can express a basic political
objective: the idea that a bourgeois democratic regime is the objective
to strive for. ’

We support any mass struggle for democratic rights regardless of
how confused its expression may be; but we oppose the idea that the
objective should be a bourgeois government. Thus the entire point
hinges around how the slogan is interpreted in the concrete circum-
stances. :

The reformist parties, of course, identify the struggle for bourgeois
democratic rights with support to bourgeois democratic governments, and
seek at all times to confuse and confine the struggle for democratic
rights to adjustments within the framework of a bourgeois regime,
Sometimes they raise the slogan of a republic precisely in order to
express this objective. Our goal and task is exactly the opposite--to
try and make clear the difference between democratic rights and a
bourgeois regime.

One of the central axis of anti-Communist propaganda on a world
scale is that of trying to equate democratic rights with capitalism.
Although this varies from country to country the idea that capitalism
means liberty, while socialism means totalitarianism is the
underlying theme in most anti-communist propaganda. They are much
alded in this propaganda by the experience of the Stalinist regimes.
This propaganda has an impact on the masses; many people believe that
the struggle for more freedom, more democratic rights, is interlocked
with support for certain forms of bourgeois parliamentary rule.

In seeking to make our position clear we must avoid sectarianism.
The key to this is to recognize the content and dynamic of any mass
struggle for democratic rights, whatever the slogans that are
popularized and foremost at the moment. We are not neutral in the
struggle to improve the rights (and therefore the fighting position)
of the proletariat under capitalism. For example, we favor governmental
posts to be elected not appointed, or that parliament be elected with

proportional representation, or that a parliament should have only one



house not two. All three of these examples are strictly within the
context of a bourgeols regime. But this in no way implies any
concession in our political opposition to all forms of a bourgeois
regime. As a matter of principle we never call for a bourgeois
government or support bourgeols candidates.

We raise our slogans with the goal of seeking to help the workers
gain a clear understanding of their own class interests. Thus in
dealing with the situation in Spain today, we have to try and separate
out the sentiment to struggle for democratic rights, which we support,
from the objective of a bourgeois government, which we oppose. We try
to link the struggle for democratic rights with our objective of a
workers government. To do this we raise a coordinated series of
slogans to express our position, even if at one moment or another we
concentrate agitationally on a specific democratic slogan.

In order to achieve clarity it is often important to complement
one slogan with another in our propaganda, for instance, the call for
a constituent assembly with the call for a workers government or a
workers and peasants government (the latter is probably best in Spain
today). These two demands are complementary. A constituent assembly
offers the opportunity for the highest expression of democratic rights
within the context of bourgeois society. The "free" election of
delegates to an assembly to decide what kind of government should be
established. Such a call for a constituent assembly by itself does
not specify what government should exist, and does not in any way
imply support for a bourgeois government. But our call for a
constituent assembly should be combined in our propaganda, with our
answer to the question of who should govern, the working class,
expressed as a workers and peasants government, and further concretized,
depending on the specific situation in the class struggle, in the call
for a CP-8P government or some other concrete formula.

What does the slogan of the republic express in Spain today? If
it i1s understood by the masses as simply a generic demand that the
people should decide on all questions of government rather then
accepting the decisions of a monarchy, then the slogan is not in itself
in conflict with our class principles. It is then a tactical question
of whether and how we might utilize this slogan. I believe this has
been the position in essence that the T.0. has held.

But if the slogan is understood to mean that the objective is to
return to the second Spanish republic or to set up some other sort of
bourgeois democratic regime, then the slogan cuts across our class
principles, as Pierre Frank explains in his article of 1946.

It seems to me that the basic limitation in using the slogan of a
republic is that it is very difficult to separate these two aspects--
democratic rights (down with the monarchy) and a bourgeois republic
(Spain 1931-1939). And at least the slogan leds itself to promoting
this confusion. That is why 1t seems best to explain our position by
centering our propaganda around the following axis: down with the
monarchy and all institutions of Francoism, for full democratic rights,

for a constituent assembly, for a workers and peasants government.



The republic slogan can also help lend itself to promoting
confusion in the direction of the concept of revolution by stages:
that first we must fight for a democratic stage under bourgeois
rule, and only later for socialism. This is the case today in
Spailn where there is enormous pressure transmitted and promoted
by the reformist workers parties that we are now fighting for a
democratic stage. With this totally false differentiation between
the struggle for democratic rights and the SOClallSt revolution,
the reformists are able in the name of democracy to oppose the
class demands of the workers which are rising objectively out of
the living class struggle. This ties in logically with their
support for a social pact and their opposition to proletarian methods
of struggle in favor of class collaboration, agreements, negotiations,
etc.

This brlngs me to another problem I see. It 1is possible to bend
towards the "democratic" stage posture if the slogan republic becomes,
in effect, our governmental slogan. I think this danger is expressed
in the LSR document, "After the Referendum,” in which these comrades
propose an electoral bloc under the slogan for the Third Republic as
the most important polnt and no mention whatever is made of our own
governmental slogan. The T.0. (Workers Tendency) is correct in
insisting that we should raise our class governmental slogan in the
elections. I see that in the proposed program for an electoral bloc,
the LCR, like the LSR, leaves out any governmental slogan. This is
done at the very time when everyone in Spain is discussing who should
rule, what kind of government should exist. We must take a clear
prosition on this. It is the question of questions to clarify in
this election. We are for a workers and peasant government, for a
workers republic.

To say this in no way contradicts the correct effort by the LCR
to seek out and concentrate on specific democratic demands, and seek
as wide a bloc in action on thos spe01flc slogans. This is what the
ICR did recently regardlng the call "to legalize all working class
political parties." But as the T.0., explains, an election poses
the question of who should govern. Our tactics in an electoral
campaign cannot be treated in the same way as our united front tactics
for action over specific issues in the class struggle. 1In an election
campaign, we must aim to present our overall political position
particularly as concerns the question of who should govern. This
question separates us from the popular frontist positions of the
centrists and Maoists as well as the CP and SP. But if we fail to
present our class governmental slogan in the elections, we cannot
effectively differentiate ourselves from these currents.

For the bourgeoisie the maintenance of the monarchy is qulte
important to insure a slow and stable transition from Francolsm to
a government with a more popular base of support. Thus today the
SP and CP are backing the efforts of the bourgeolsie to maintain
a bonapartist regime based on the monarchy, and oppose ralsing the
slogan for a republic. But with the stormy rise of the class struggle
and the potential for a rapid disenchantment with the monarchy, the
slogan of a republic could come to the fore. This cannot be ruled out
and would require tactical shifts 1in how we present our propaganda
as well as direct intervention into any mass movement.
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I do not see any problem in our propaganda explaining, "we
are opposed to the monarchy, let the people decide what government
they want through a constituent assembly. We favor a workers and
peasants government. We say: down with the monarchy, for a
republic, a workers republic that will end capitalism and establish
socialism."

In thinking through this question, we must keep in mind how the
slogan republic is understood, at what stage the mass movement is at
and how best to explain our program and to help mobilize the masses
in struggle. It must be crystal clear whenever we say republic we
mean a workers republic (i.e., a workers and peasants government),
and can in no way be interpreted as a bourgeois republic. For us,
that is a question of principle.

Peter

P.S8. I am also sending you under a separate cover an Education for
Socialist Bulletin entitled: "The Workers and Farmers Govern-
ment" by Joseph Hansen. This bulletin includes a series of
articles on the meaning and correct usage of the slogan workers
and farmers government including the original discussion at the
Fourth World Congress of the Third International. I especially
recommend that you read the article on page 49 by Michel Pablo
published in 1947, which I think you will find very useful.

cc: LC, ICR
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Statements by Trotsky on the demand for a republic

"The slogan of the republic, of course, is also the workers'
slogan. But for them establishing a republic is not merely a matter
of replacing the king with a president, but also of thoroughly
purging the feudal refuse from the whole of society. Here the
first consideration is the agrarian gquestion." ("The Revolution
in Spain," January 24, 1931, in The Spanish Revolution (1931-39),

p.- 77.)

"We can and must counterpose the revolutionary Cortes to
the conciliationist Cortes; but, to our mind, it would be incorrect
at the present stage to give up the slogan of the revolutionary
Cortes. To counterpose the slogan of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat to the problems and slogans of revolutionary democracy
(for a republic, for an agrarian revolution, for the separation of
church and state, the confiscation of church properties, national
self-determination, a revolutionary constituent assembly) would
be the most sterile and miserable doctrinairism.”" (Ibid., p. 79,
emphasis in original.)

"Finally, I should like to refer to point 5, concerning
Russia, as an incredible curiosity. It is asserted there that
the Bolsheviks supported the slogan of a national assembly 'for
a fairly short period, from the fall of czarism to the attempt
at restoration of capitalist rule....' 1In reply, the social
democracy put forward the slogan of a national assembly from the
start of its existence, i.e., from 1883. This slogan played a
gigantic role in the education of the proletariat and the party
from the first years of this century. The 1905 revolution grew
under this slogan. The whole work of the Bolsheviks between the
two revolutions went under the slogans of: 1. a democratic repub-
lic; 2. the land to the peasants (democratic-agrarian reform);
3. the eight-hour day (demand for workers' democracy).

"The Bordigists will certainly explain that all this was a
complete error, that it belongs to the dark period in which the
truth of the proletarian dictatorship had not yet been discovered."

("Critical Remarks About Prometeo's Resolution on Democratic
Demands," January 15, 1931, in Writings of Leon Trotsky 19%30-31,
pp. 135-36.)

"By ambiguous formulas, we can only serve Molinier, who himself
serves Pivert, who in turn covers for L&on Blum. And the latter
puts all his forces behind de la Rocque...and the King of Prussia.

"Under czarism, liberals and democrats treated us like fools
because of our propaganda in support of the slogan for a republic.
Why frighten the people? they would object. There is enough in
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our propaganda to develop the content of a republic (various free- - - __
doms, universal suffrage, etc.) without actually saying that terrible
word. We would reply: 1In order for the revolution to become possible,
we must instill and maintain in the people an implacable hatred
against the nobility, the bureaucracy, etc.... And every worker,

every peasant, who learns to hate the czar will accept the slogan

for a republic without difficulty.

"The people of the SAP only repeat in connection with the
Fourth International the reasoning of our old 'democrats' in con-
nection with the republic slogan. Such reasoning is character-
istic of the mentality of a petty bourgeois--very 'daring' in
abstract critique, but always halting before the efforts of revol-
utionary will." ("Against False Passports in Politics," December 16,
1935, in Crisis of the French Section, p. 120, emphasis in original.)
[Pathfinder Press publication to be released August 1977.]

Also see, "Three Conceptions of the Russian Revolution," Writings
of Leon Trotsky (1939-40), pp. 55-73.




TRANSLATION

Buenos Aires
March 19, 1977

To the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International

Dear Comrades:

The signers of this letter reaffirm that we are Trotsky-
ist militants and members of the Fourth International. As
you know all too well, there are differences among us that
have dragged on for years. Many of them have their origin
in differences on the international level. But these in no
way keep us from being in complete agreement on one point,

a request we have to make of you.

It deals with the exclusion of a discussion on the situa-
tion in Latin America and a balance sheet on Argentina from the
agenda of the coming world congress.

In making this request, we don't fail to take into account
the opportunities confronting the Fourth International in other
arenas of the world revolution. Neither do we want to show a
lack of appreciation for the time problems that arise in pre-
paring an agenda for the congress. And we shouldn't be seen
as imposing a nationalist ¢riterion--trying to subordinate the
progress of the international to our particular situation.

Quite to the contrary--there are other reasons that mo-
tivate us to formally request a balance sheet on the situation
in Latin America and, particularly, in Argentina. In the first
place, the Fourth International, through its various organizations,
undoubtedly played a key role in the day-to-day revolutionary
effort in this country during the last eight years. Counterposed
lines were put to the test, and we passed through the most
varied experiences. What is more, the involvement of the
international in the debate around the lines of action in Argentina
reached such a point that this became one of the principal themes
of the internal discussion and a dividing line for the formation
of tendencies.

At the same time, this involvement was not merely intel-
lectual or divorced from the class struggle--Perén himself
spoke explicitly of the Fourth International as the great
enemy. A cabinet minister explained in a televised speech the
scope of the political plans of the Fourth International in
Argentina. In order to support his position, he held up to
the cameras a copy of the magazine Cuarta Internacional that
contained the decisions of the Tenth World Congress from which
he read several paragraphs. For months, on all the TV and radio
stations throughout the country, every fifteen minutes "the Trot-
skyists of the Fourth International" were attacked. Not a week

(over)



passed without the bureaucracy of some union publishing an
"appeal" attacking the "Trotskyists." To this very day,
official propaganda is oriented along the same lines—--through
radio, television, and wall posters the dictatorship repeats:
"Citizens, don't turn your back on the country--don't play

the game of the Trotskyists!" The daily La Opinién, which
supports official policies, was shut down for publishing an
article by a priest in defense of human rights. The main
point of this article was to demonstrate that the government's
repressive policy was throwing the masses into the arms of
Marxism. But not just any old Marxism: "From the ideological
point of view Trotskyist thought has become unusually wide-
spread among youth in the first years of college and the later
years of secondary school. While it seemed to have been buried
in its own ruins in the 1920s, it has cunningly reappeared in
recent years."

The enemy does not do such things by accident. Besides
other considerations, this obviously results from the general
way in which Trotskyism and the Fourth International as such are
regarded, and not from a party that is clearly defined before
the broad masses and is a permanent political factor.

We believe that this presents an enormous future respon-
sibility for the Fourth International as a whole. Nevertheless,
we can leave that responsibility aside for a moment, in order to
make it clear that we aren't dealing with a "national" preoccupa-
tion.

For example, we think it is completely natural that the
international and the United Secretariat center their attention
and forces on Spain. But at the same time we are convinced
that is is indispensable for the international and its sympa-
thizing organizations to assimilate the experience of Argentina
so that our actions in Spain might be the most fruitful. It is
not possible to advance without assimilating living experiences
dialectically. And this can't be done without a thorough Marxist
critique of every step. If conclusions are not clearly drawn from
everything that has happened here (where, we emphasize, the inter-
national played a key role), not only will the sacrifice of thousands
of comrades have been in vain--comrades who offered their lives,
their liberty, their devotion to the ideas (of one or another
lipe) of the Fourth International--but also and above all, such
sterile sacrifices will be repeated over and over again.

In the second place, our preoccupation with the exclusion
of this point from the agenda of the world congress should be
seen in light of the intention of the United Secretariat to
further unifications in those countries where there are two or
more sympathizing organizations. At first sight, this can appear
to be a narrow interest that in effect subordinates the world
congress to the problems of the groups signing this letter, But
that is not the case. The differences over Argentina have pro-
found roots. Although we all want to overcome the present disper-
sion (and are firmly committed to work toward this), it is
clear that any unification that does not result from a thorough
balance sheet of experiences can be no more that a prologue to
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disaster. And here again we are not speaking of a national
disaster. What must comrades throughout the world think of the
leadership of the international, if Comrades Hansen and Mandel,
who have written and debated repeatedly on Argentina and the
necessary course of action, after years in which the differences
and calamities have multiplied, now allow their documents to be
laid aside in order to push through a unification? Perhaps it
isn't necessary for that old debate to arrive at a clear con-
clusion? Since its scope was the entire international and its
protagonists the most distinquished leaders of our movement,
how can we now minimize it and forget it, without such a lack
of response dealing blow after blow to the international as a
whole?

To what role will the international leadership be rele-
gated in the eyes of rank—-and-file militants all over the world,
if after having outlined their positions and courses of action
and having carried their debate to the point of splitting or-
ganizations the leadership now keeps silent precisely at the
moment when the bourgeois hordes are destroying their organiza-
tions and militants; if that leadership that in the past carried
out discussions down to the most minimal details today fails to
offer an explanation of what happened, a balance sheet, and a
general orientation for the future?

No attempt is being made to pass over our own responsi-
bilities. Quite to the contrary, we want to assume them and
expose them to the criticism of comrades all over the world.
This letter is only one of the tasks that we confront in that
respect.

This is a prcblem that concerns the political authority
of the international leadership, not only before the Argentine
Trotskyists but before comrades all over the world and before
organizations that observe the course of the Fourth International
from outside. We who aspire to an international that goes for-
ward daily toward construction of the World Party can't permit
the United Secretariat to lose its political authority.

Consequently from any point of view and particularly
from the point of view of the Fourth International as a whole,
we think that extending the agenda will not be a big obstacle
to the Eleventh World Congress discussing and drawing clear
conclusions from the experiences in Latin America and Argentina
in recent vyears.

Revolutionary greetings,

MANIFIESTO OBRERO

LIGA COMUNISTA

LIGA SOCIALISTA REVOLUCIONARIA
ORGANIZACION COMUNISTA



A Statement on the Slanders Circulated by the Healy Group
Against Hansen, Novack, and the Socialist Workers Party

For almost a year the Workers Revolutionary party, the
British group headed by Gerry Healy, has conducted a vicious
slander campaign against the Socialist Workers party of the
United States and two of its veteran leaders, Joseph Hansen and
George Novack. Healy and his followers in various countries have
published articles and pamphlets, held public meetings, and dis-
tributed leaflets and posters accusing both men of "criminal
negligence" in Trotsky's assassination and of being "accomplices
of the GPU," alleging that they have covered up crimes of the
Soviet secret police and shielded its agents. .

They also insinuate that Hansen colluded with the FBI. By
implication their charges likewise dishonor James P. Cannon,
founder of the American Trotskyist movement, as well as Trotsky
himself and his son Sedov.

Healy and his associates have not brought forward the
slightest probative evidence, documents, or testimony to sub-
stantiate their libelous accusations against Hansen and Novack,
the nominal targets of the attacks. The script of their polemics
is fabricated out of baseless innuendoes, gratuitous suppositions
and outright lies that do not have any political content or foun-
dation in fact. They constitute a shameless frame-up.

The specific allegations have been exposed and refuted point
by point in articles by various organizations and individuals
printed in Intercontinental Press which can be consulted for ex-
tensive information.

The records of Hansen and Novack as political figures, writers,
and editors are well known to us and many others the world over.
Both have been continuously active for more than forty years as
prominent members of the American Trotskyist movement and supporters
of the Fourth International. It is especially odious that they
have been singled out and falsely accused of aiding Stalin's
assassins, since they devoted themselves to protecting Trotsky's
life during his last exile in Mexico.

The signers of this statement feel obliged to speak out in
defense of Hansen and Novack and the Socialist Workers party -
against the smear campaign inpugning their integrity.

But there is more to the matter than that. We are concerned
about the practice of such disruptive methods in the workers
movement. They are not new. The Mensheviks maintained that
Lenin was a paid agent of the Kaiser, Later Stalin accused Trotsky
of being an agent of the Gestapo. Marxists and civil libertarians
have from the first repudiated these frame-up techniques employed
by the Stalinists against their political opponents and critics.
Anyone else who resorts to them must be opposed. Otherwise the
struggle for socialism, which includes the honest presentation of
conflicting views, becomes discredited.
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We call upon the leaders of the Workers Revolutionary party
and their followers to cease their scurrilous attacks. They dis-
credit the authors, not the accused. We further ask others who
share our position that frame-ups have no place in the socialist
movement to add their voice of protest and public condemnation to
ours.
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~ Workers Revolutionary Party

Britlah Seclion of the Internativnal Committee of the Fourth International

General Secrotary. M. Banda 21b Oid Town,
Ciapham, London SW40J47

Telephone: 01-622 7029

April 2, 1977

Mr Ken Coates,

Bertrand Russell Peace toundation,
Bertrand Russell House,

Gamble Street,

Nottingham NG7 4bk1',

Dear Mr Coates,

On March 15, 1977, 1 wrote an open letter to you about the latest
evidence that Sylvia Franklin, nee Callen, party name Caldwell,
personal secretary to the late James P. Cannon, was a GPU agent
all alony. In the years 1938 to 1947 she played a key role in

the GPU murder network which carried out the assassination of
Leon Trotsky in Mexico on Auygyust 20, 1940.

1 asked you to reconsider your previous position in siyning a
petition in support of Joseph Hansen and George Novack of the
Socialist Workers Party (USA) who both say to this day that
Franklin was "an exemplary cowmrade”,

Although proof of her GPU role has been published and Jean Van
Heljenoort and Michel Pablo have acknowledyed that she was in fact

- working for Stalin's secret police, I have not received a reply
from you, :

Hansen and Novackshave lived with this lie about Franklin for the
past 30 years since the SWP's rigyed countrol commission “"cleared"
her., But can you live the same lie?

When you signed Hansen and Novack's petition you falsely accused
the International Committee of the rourih International of "a
shameless frame-up" (Intercontinental Press, September 6, 1976).
Because the facts demand it, this is a slander which you must
withdraw,




All Of you have rcpulattions Lo protect. You have o responsibility
to declare for historical truth and separate yourselves from
Hansen and Novack who are desperately shielding a known GPU ayent
connected with the ring that organised Trotsky's murder,

Mrs Deutscher, your name has been assoclated with scrupulous
historical scholurship. 1ls that to be irreparably tainted?

Mr Coates, you cluim to ba & cChampion of political morality. What
possible moral justification is there in joining a conspiracy of
silence with Hansen and Novack to cover up the crimes of a GPU
agent? g :

Mr Anderson, you claim to be a serious thinker and historian. How
can this be reconciled with your present position in declaring
for Hansen, Novack and Fpanklin?

Your silence is damayging to you and all that you profess to
stand for. There is one principled course to follow - -~ publicly
withdraw your name from Hansen and Novack's petition.

If you genuinely want to know the truth about Trotgky's aasassinatior
and the GPU network which carried it out, then you will also

join the call for an international Commission of Inquiry. Such

a commission will sift through all the evidence compiled by the
International Committee and call witnesses.

The purpose is to purge the Trotskyist movement of the crimes of
Stalin's police and to bring to an end the decades-long conspiracy
of silence about them. You have a duty to remove your names fram
the list of those who want to suppress these crimes and shield

proven GPU agents.

We awalt your reply.
D

M Gonda

Michael Banda
Workers Revolutionary Party
Genesal Secretary
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LioGytors foun Coates G 4 oasnley

The Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation Ltd.

BLIVTHAND HULLLLYL HHOUSE,
GAMUBLE SITHLET,
NOTTINGHAM NG/ 4L T,
ENGLAND (Rey Ottice)

Huy. No 881680 (England)
Teluphone . 0602 74504

Cabiuss . Husstound Nottingliaim

6th April, 1977,

Mr, Joe Hansen,
Intercontinental Press,
PO Box 116,

Village PO Station,
New York,

N.Y. 10014,

U.S.A.

Dear Joe,
Have you any suggestions about how the Lhree of us ought to

respond to this letter, if at all I am writing to Tamara and to Perry
Anderson in order to ascertain their views,

With all good wishes,

Fraternally,

,J

“ & s

Ken Coates
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May 8, 1977

Mr. Ken Coates

The Bertrand Russell Fesce Foundation Ltd.
Gamble Btreet

Nottingham NG/ 4ET

Englund

Doar Ken,

Your lettur of April 8 was not delivered until yes-
terday. The post office atamped the envelope "insuffici-
ently prepaid for transmisseion by air." 8o it came by sea-
mail.

The Xeroxed copy of the April 2 letter to you, signed
by Bundas, is similar to the one dated February 7, 1977,
sent by Blaughter to the United Becretariat, which replied
March 26. We published both documents in the April 25 issue
of Intercontinental Press. You have probably seen them by now.

The Hwvalyitesa have approached various signers of the
statement denouncing thelr frame-up. The objective in each
case has beern to psrsuade them to withdraw their names.
This effort is quite revealing. It testifies to Healy's
failure to put across the frame-up. Outaide of his own fol-
lowers, only a figure like Vereeken has supported the false
charges; and even he felt compelled to issue a mild reproof
of the methods used. In face of this failure to win any
significant support, the Healyites turned to the tactic of
trying to shake signers of the astatement.

I don't know if they expect to make any real progress
along this line. The letters are actuslly designed for pub-
lication in the News Line; and the resl audience, of couraes,
is the membership of the WRP and its followera in other
countries, as is shown by the nature of the argumentation,
and the rapidity with which it waes published--the April 2
{gsue of the News Line, the seme date that was placed on
the letter.

Bandu's letter cannot stand the least critical inspec-
tion. The maln thread deals with the case of Sylvia Caldwell,
which he now apparently believes to be the most vulnerable
point of attuck. Our position hes been and stil) remains
that she 18 Jresumed to be innccent until proved guilty.
Without repcuating what has ulready bLeen sald about Hea¥y's
advocacy of her guilt, a presumption based on the slanders
set in motio. by the FBI and ths FBI's creature Budenz, the




following items in Banda's letter are worth noting:

1. "Lutest evidence.'" Banda asserts that "proof of
her GPU role has been published." No such thing. The News
Iinc¢ has only rupeated the testimony of Budenz who collabor-
ated with the FBI.

Buanda also speaks of the "latest evidence.'" Ia this
an admission that the earlier "evidence" provided by
Budenz was insufficient to convict her? But the "latest
evidence," as featured in headlines in the News Line con-
sigts of opinions expressed by Van Heijenoort and Pablo.

2. Van Heijenoort and Pablo. "Jean Van Heijenocort and
Michel Pablo have acknowledged that she was in fact working
for Stalin's secret police..." Neither Van Heijenoort nor
Pablo "acknowledged..." The implication of Banda's state-
ment is that previously they were covering up for her.

However, they were quoted by the March 12 News Line
as follows:

"Van Heijenoort, now a professor at Brandeis University,
near Boston, said that "everything in my mind at the present
time goes in the direction that Bylvia was an agent of the

"Asked if he also accepted that Franklin was a GPU
agent, Pablo replied: "Oh, I think so. Definitely. I think
she was, yes, an agent.'" ~ "

In the March 28 issue, the News Line gquoted Pablo more
extensively: "Oh, I think so. Definitely. think she was,
yes, an agent. I think so. And I think 1tv 1s right that they
must admit It. That"s my position. The Boclallst Workers
Party must admit 1t.7™

Thus Van HelJjenoort said he was inclined in his mind to
believe that Sylvia was an agent; Pablo was inclined more
definitely to think 20. A belief of this kind, however, does

not constitute evidence; and neither Van HeiJjenoort nor Pablo

offered any evidence. Moreover, both of them have condemned
Healy's frame-up methods.

3."Rigped Control Commission." Banda includes another
choice item:

"Hansen and Novack have lived with this lie about
Franklin for the past 30 years since the BWP's rigged con-
trol commission 'cleared' her. But can you live the same

lie?"

The slander, cooked up by Banda and his fellow frame-
up artists, is directed against the entire top leadership
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of the SWP, priwmuerily James P. Cannon.

This new charge shows how the effort to bolster a frume-
up inevitably leuds to fresh lies that become more and more
transparent. Po give plausibility to their first false
charges, the Healyltes are now confronted with putting
across the lie that all the leaders of the BWP, above all
Cannon, were and are "accomplices of the GPU."

4. "Reputations to Protect." Banda's disinterested concern
abput protecting the reputations of Ken Coates, Tamara Deut-
acher, and Perry Anderson is laudable, if unexpected. It is
to be hoped that you will respond in kind and help protect
the reputation of the Healyite frame-up artists. As a sign
of his sincerity, Banda will no doubt soon publicly rectify
the bad mouthing given you in the columns of the News Line.
I, for one, will be looking forward to an article by Banda
criticizing an item in the February 2%, 1977, issue of the
Bulletin that denounced Isaac Deutscher. The Bulletin is the
organ of the Central Committee of the Workers League, the
American contingent of Healy's followers. The author is Frank
Martin, one of their most authoritative writers:

"The weight of evidence proving Hanaanvand Novack's com-
plicity with the GPU is so enormous that they have finally
been forced into the pages of the Militant.

"But there they make the remarkable contention:

"'Healy's political reasons for conducting a campaign of
slander against Hansen snd Novack are qulite obvious. He is
sgeking to prejudice his followers asgainst reading Trotskylst
fublications, particularly those featuring articles by Hansen
and Novack or by those who share thelr political views.'

“Need we point out that it was not the press of the Inter-
national Committee but the Militant itself which blacked out
totally any discussion of these 1ssues, including Hansen and
Novack's own articles on the subject, for the last 18 months?

"But the real core of this article is the statement that
'Healy claims to be acting out of concern for the "securlity
of the Fourth International". But in fact his practices are
directly contrary to those of Lenin and Trotsky.'

"Who does the Militant cite as their ‘guthority' to prove
this? Lenin? Trotsky? Of course not. They turn, instead, to that
middle class renegade Isaac Deutscher, who spent his entire
political life opposing the construction of the Fourth Interna-

tional.

"*In the third volume of his biography of Trotsky,' writes
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the Militant, 'lsaac Deutscher described Trotsky's reactions
to unproved suspicions against a supporter in Paris (Mark
Zborowski) who later proved to be a Stalinist agent provoca-
teur.' (If it had been left to Hansen and Novack, those sus-
picions would still be unproved).

"According to Deutscher:

"1411 too many accusations had already been bandied about
in the small Trotskyist circle in Parise anyhow; and if all of
these were to be taken seriously, there would be no end to the
chasing of agents provocateurs. ‘ ‘

"'He (Trotsky) knew all too well what a curse stool-
pigeons were in any orgenizetion; but he also knew that con-
stant suspicion, and witch-hunting could be even worse. He
decided not to lend ear to any accusation unless it was un-

equivocally presented and substantiated. :

"'He preferred toltake the gravest risks and to expose
himself to extreme danger rather than to infect and demoralize
his followers with distrust and scares.'

- "Is it true that Trotsk& ‘preferred to take the gravest
risks and to expose himself to extreme danger'?

"Hansen and Novack are banking on Deutscher's so-called
reputation to pull the wool over SWP members' eyesa. Behind this
quotation is Hansen's completely reactionary pesition, already
expasad by the Internati¢pal*gqmmiftﬁedp&ngt,Trotsky himself was
responsible for his own,géaésai@&ﬁ gn@%‘;fﬁﬁQ;;~gw”i¢g’1f

I don't know whether you decided to reply to Banda's let-
ter. Its swift publication showed that Banda did not expect a
reply. It might be yseful to writea 'public rejoinder as part
of further clarification of the record; but it is distasteful
to deal with such crap--and time-consuming. If you do reply,
please send a copy to Intercontinental Press.

Meanwhile Gerry Foley has written an article taki up
Banda's gross attack on political dissidents in the Soviet
Union. It is in the current issue of Intercontinental Press.
You should have received it by now. Just in case the Postal
Bervice goofed, I am enclosing a copy.

Fraternally,

Enc. Joe Hansen
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London
April o, 1977

Dear Joe and teorpe,

I have just received the 4 April issue of ICI'. 1 was somewhat
amazed to see in it a statement by Jock Haston on lHealy. I think
printing this is a 1eally cardinal blunder which gives big openings
to llealy. S ‘ R

[ aw not sure if you are aware who llaston is now, although I thought

1 had mentioned it ¢learly to George when he was here, but you must be
quite clear that this person is a most disgusting renegade in the

real sense. He is one of the main organisers of anti-CP and anti-
Trotskyist withch~hunts in the trade unions - in particular in the
[lectrical Trades union. Ie helped organise the banning of CP members
from holding office in that union and, through his educational schools,
he keeps up a continual witch hunt against all left wing members of the
ETU - a campaign involving expulsions, dissolving of branch committees,
replacing elective positions in the unions with appointees of the right
wing bureaucracy etc. His position, within his more limited resources,
is entirely analagous to that of say Jay lLovestone. He is one of the
most hated men in the entire trade union movement for any militant in
the ETU. To involve him in defending Trotskyists against slanders of
Healy is rather like utilising Iovestone or Joseph McCarthy to defend
Trotskyists against the Stalinists. 1t is completely out of the
question that we should be associated with this individual in any shape
or form. "To utilise his name will give Healy a considerable opening., |
think it very likely for example that a series of the signatories to the
appeal against Healy would have had many second thoughts if they had known
HHaston would be involved in any way. : o

T am all the more surprised that this letter was printed as I bLriefly
discussed Haston with George when he was here. He told me that Grant

and Haston had asked to see him and what was the IMUs opinion? Brian

and I both agreed that it was fine to see Grant but that on no account
should George see Haston. 1 was therefore a bit stunned to see the piece
in ICH.

T am not sure what to do about this now though. If Healy has got any
sense at all we will see a big series in the Newsline on 'Who 1is Jock
Haston' and he will use llaston's involvement with the caumpaign to try
to obscure every issue. Uiven the emotive reaction which Haston's name
has for not a few people in the trade union movement such a campaign
would have a certain resonance.

I don't see that we can do anything at present, although you may have some
ideas, except to wait for what llealy does. ''o write something now on
flaston would have a somewhat confusing el'fect and in any case it would
have to be done very carefully - lHaston ic an element for whom a resort

Lo the bLourpeois courts would be extremel: likely and probably give him
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gleat pledsure.  lucidentially his talk about 'vetlirement' is
bullshit - he is just as wuclh connected up with the ‘anti-compunist/
anti-lrotskyist' network as ever.

'lease let me have your ideas on how to deal with this mess.
In ruture please_check with us bef'ore printing any statements of
people who you're not sure who they represent now -~ as you couldn't
have been with lHaston.

~As to what Haston is up to by sending the letter I don't kunow
but whatever it is the lourth Inteirnational and the SWP shouldn't
have anything to do with it. 1 would like to hear from you &s soon
as possible on how to deal with what is only too likely to come from
Healy now. I think that when Barry comes for the next USec we must
have a discussion on policy for this campaign now.

fratérnally, V
s/Alan Jones

Leory,
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Alun Joties

England

Deaur Alan,

I did not receive your April o letter asking sbout Juck
Haston's stalewent until after our plenuwan, hence the delay
in replying.

First, on Haston's stutement itself. 1 do not see any-
thing wrong in its contents per se. The author makes clear
that he is not s Trotskylst and has not been since "1950."
His stend is the very elementary one of opposing frame-ups
such a8 the one committed by the Healyites.

He includes & useful bit of information--that he was a
former leader of the British Trotskyist movement and that the
Trotskyism he knew then had nothing in common with what the
Healyites are practicing today. In this respect, the state-
ment offers testimony that adds to the growing mountain of
evidence condemning the Healyites. This holds true no matter
what Huston's current politics may be.

You are, of course, quite correct in noting that I was
not aware of Haston's current activities and reputation, etc.
In fact I don't think the Healyites have mentioned him since
the period following the 1953-54 split. Perhaps other left
publications have carried exposés, but no one has called my
attention to them if they exist.

In your letter you liken him to a miniature Joseph
McCarthy or to a Lovestone. But that i1s not very enlightening.
McCartby was a bourgeois politician, a right-wing Republican,
who played the rols of a protofascist. Lovestone was the
foreign expert of the Stulinphobic AFL tops, who are part of
the Democratic machine. From what you say Haaton would appear
to be & minor figure in the right wing of the British Bocial
Democracy. However he was once in the Trotskyist movement. Can
you completely exclude that he was moved by consclence? Or at
least & twinge of conscience?

A3 to what the Healyites might try to do with Haston's
statement, I see no cause for much concern. They will simply
resort to srgumentum ad hominem ar they have with everyone
elie who has condemned their frame-up. 80 what will their
Fleet Btreet polson-pen artist say’? That Haston is a "real"
renegade and Wohlforth, for inutarce, 18 only a fake renegade?
And prove {1t with & series of ten articles that might well
include libelous waterial?

The koy problem centers on yorr view that 1t was a migtaho
Lo publish Haston's statement becw.se of his politicas. 1 would




readily agree that it would have been a mistake if we had
followed a rule from the beginning of rejecting the support
of all those with whom we disagree politically. But we never
applied any such rule. If we had decided on such a rule we
should have announced it from the start.

Our appeal, it is true, was directed mainly to socialists
(of all kinds), members of the workers movement, and civil
libertarians. But the basis of the appeal was not agreement
with the political views of the victims; it was opposition to
the frame-up techniques employed against them, which were in
the tradition of the Stalinists.

Since the appeal did not exclude anyone holding political
positions going beyond opposition to the use of frame-up
techniques, it 414 not exclude B8talinophobea. Bhould we have
made at least this political distinction? I do not think so.
The issue still remained that of a frame-up against which all
political tendencies upholding democratic rights were duty
bound to take a stand.

If it were not a frame-up and Healy had proved that George
and I were really "accomplices of the U," then the Btalino-
phobes would in all likelihood have felt inclined to move to
the head of the pack demanding we be tarred and feathered.
However, since we proved that Healy had cooked up a frame-up,
all that remained was to note the fact and denounce such
techniques. There was not much in this for the Stalinophobes
and so they tended to stand aloof from what appeared to be a
squabble among the Trotskyists, useful only in smearing Trotsky-
ism as being identical to 8taliniam.

As I see it, 1t would be a mistake to change the basic
criteria we have been following in defending ourselves against
the Healyite campaign. As the truth spreads, there will no
doubt be quite a few who will voice an opinion. Some will
have considerable impact because of their moral standing,
others less, and some might be negative. All of them, however,
should be made a matter of public record, in my opinion, s0
that those most interested can follow the developments.

By the way, we did not "involve" Haston in the case. His
statement was not solicited and came as a surprise. He decided
on his own to send it. As he saya, it was Glotzer who called
his attention to the Healylite campaign. Glotzer's connection
is important in explaining Haston's motives. Glotzer, as you
may have noted, was one of the signers of the statement that
appeared in the September 6, 1975, IP. Evidently on a trip to
Brttain, he called the attention of people he knew to Healy's
foul campaign. That one of these was Haston is quite natural.
Glotzer 1s one of the leaders of the right-wing Social Demo-
crats in the United SBtates, and thus has much in common with
Haston politically. And like Haston, he was a former Trotskyist
leader (a follower of Shachtman).

x % »
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I do not understand why you thought George should not
see Haston. Was it only a tactical question? Our complete
opfosition to Haston's politics should not prevent us from
talking with him on such questions as the history of the
Trotskyist movement, for instance. He may have material that
would be useful in that connection, or he might agree to a
tape interview on a series of questions concerning the years
he was in the movement.

This aspect occurred to me because of the fact that
along with his staetement he sent me a Xerox of an interest-
ing document that I had not seen before. It may be familiar
to you, but in case it isn't, I am enclosing a Xerox of it.

Fraternally yours,

N
LAY
A .

Enc. Jde Hansen
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Paris
January 10, 1977

FROM: International Revolutionary Marxist Tendency

TO: The Leadership of the Socialist Wokkers Party

Dear Comrades,

We have already sent you a copy of the resolution adopted by
the International Secretariat of our organization dated March 5,
1976, regarding the accusations made by G, Healy against Hansen
and Novack. We have also sent you a copy of the letter we
addressed at the time to our Belgian section.

We are astonished that, despite our taking such clear positions,
you in your public press and internal bulletins have renewed your
attacks on "Pabloiam," on the basis of arguments that grossly
distort our actual paat and present positions, and even in the
sphere of the present pelemics between your organization and
G. Healy. We find this attitude profoundly regrettable.

With this letter we would like more specifically to make the
following suggestions. 1In view of the scope that the G. Healy's
campaign has taken on and its harmful effects for the movement
founded by Leon Trotsky, it would be extremely useful to form a
commission made up of "neutral®” .elements, enjoying the respect
of the different sides, that would examine the case and pass
judgment. Such a verdict, accepted by the different sides, would
make 1t possible to bring the controversy to a close.

A man like Van, for example, could take on the responsibility
for forming such a commission, if he accepted,

We raise this suggestion as an example of what could be done
in this realm.

wWith our revolutionary greetings,

s/ The Bureau of the International Secretariat of the
International Revolutionary Marxist Tendency



14 CHARLES LANE,
NEW YORK, N 10014
(212) 242-5530 March 15, 1977

Bureau du Secretariat International
Tendance Marxiste Revolutionnaire Internationale
Paris

Dear Comrades,

Please excuse our delay in answering your lebtter of
January 10, which we received January 24th.

As we have written previously, we were grateful to
receive copies of your March 5, 1@76, resolution and the
letter concerning the stand of your Belgian sectiocn. As
vyou probably. noticed, thegse were published in the
September 6, 1976, issue of Intercontinental Press.

Likewise, we were glad to learn that your views were
presented at the January 14 meeting in Iondon in repudiation
of Healy's slander campaign. The message sent by Comrade
Pablo was read at the meeting and was also subsequently
printed in Intercontinental Press in its February 7 issue.

As to your proposal to initiate a commission of
respected "'mneutral' elements" to examine and pass Judgment
on Healy's charges, we do not see such a project as feasible
at the present time. We do not think that such a commission
would help to "bring the controversy to a close,” as you
envisage it could. This conclusion is indicated by Healy's
response to the detailed refutations of his charges that
have already been made publicly by Joseph Hansen, George
Novack, and numerous others. Healy -has absolutely disregarded
these answers, and everything would point to his doing exactly
the same thing in regard to the findings of an impartial
commission.,

We share your judgment of the capabilities and objectivity
of Van. lle has already stated his position on the slanders in
two statements that have been published in Intercontinental
Press (the September 6, 1976, and February 28, 1977, 1Ssues).

Finally, you refer in your letter to "attacks on 'Pabloism
by SWP leaders in our public press and internal bulletin. We
are nobt sure what you are referring to here. We have made no
attacks on "Pabloism" in reference to your currvent positions.
Ihe fact is that your current positions remain obscure to us.
We receive only Sous le Drapeau du Socialisme, and the last
issue we have scen of that was dated June 1976. We would be




“Letter from John Benson concerning the next meeting of the
LTF Steering Committee” is unavailable at this time.



Letter t. the Bolshevik Tendency

Brussels,
December 21, 1976

To the Secretariat of the Bolshevik Tendency

Dear Courades,

At the United Secretariat meeting of November 13-14, 1976, Comrade
Ricardo, who informed us that he was secretary of the BT, said that
the BT had held meetings at the end of August in Bogota and October
11-12 in Lisbor. He said that a platform had been adopted, as well as
10-12 organizational resolutions, which would be submitted for publi-
cation as appendices to the political documents,

Since then, we have received from the BT a printed copy of the
platform of the BT in Spanish. It will be published in French and

English as rapidly as possible,

The organizational resolutions were not attached to the Spanish
edition of the platform that you sent to us, However, we received a
copy of these resolutions that were published together with the plat-
form of the BT that was voted upon by the Portuguese PRT, Enclosed is

the Portuguese text.

The United Secretariat has considered the proposal made in resolu-
tion no., 1, calling "for the formation of a parity leadership of the
Fourth International by the IMT, BT, and LTF" that would function "at
most until the Twelfth World Congress." The United Secyretariat dis-
agrees with this proposal. This proposal, raised at the beginning of
the discussion, guestions the democratic right of the membership to
elect a leadership of the International by majority vote, in conformity
with its political Judgment. The election of the United Secretariat is
carried out by majority vote of the IEC, which, in turn, is elected
by majority votc of the delegates at the World Congress. This is the
normal practice of democratic centralism and is in conformity with
the statutes of the Fourth International.

In resolution no. 4, points 4 and e say that the BT has resolved
to send comrades to Mexico and Ecuador. Could you please inform us
of the names of these comrades, the anticipated duration of their
voyages, the nature of their assignments, and the organizations to

which they belong.

Resolution ro, 5 says that the BT "is composed of organizations,
tendencies, and individual members." Can you please inform us whicn
organizations and tendencies have affiliated to the BT.

Resolution no. 5 also says that the BT has decided upon a leadc -
ship of 65 members and also a secretariat.. Could you please inform us
of the names of these comrades and the organizations to which they
belong. .

Resolution no. 8 states that the "publication of the main reports
adopted at the founding mecting of thc BT is approved.'" Can you pleas:
send us the terts of these reports, and indicate whew Lhe founding
aeeting was held.




Resolution no, 12 lists several documents as having been adopted
by the BT. The United Secretariat does not have copies of several of
these documerts., They are:

l, The "letter from Comrade Moreno to the Spanish LSR comrades.”
2. The criticism of the "Key Issues..." document,
3. The "document on Angola discussed at the founding meeting
of the Tendency." N
4, "Contributions on the document by Barnes, 'Europe vs.
America and the Crisis of World Stalinism,'"

Could you please send us copies of the above documents.

Please respond in time for the February 5-7 meeting of the United
Secretariat, at which we will have a further discussion on this point.

Revolutionary Greetings, ’
The United Secretariat

Letter to Comrade Capa

December 21, 1976

Dear Comrade Capa,

Enclosed is a copy of Resolution no. 11 of the Bolshevik Tendency,
as published by the Portuguese PRT,

The United Secretariat notes that "A Scandalous Document" is a
discussion article published in the internal bulletin of the Fourth
International, Before publishing it in public form, the United Secre- .
tariat instructs you to bring this question to the United Becretariat
for a decision by this body. . ' )

Revolutionary Greetings,
The United Secretariat

P

Letter to the Editoria; Board of Revista de America

Brussels
December 21, 1976

Vear Comrades,

Enclosed is a copy of Resolution no. 3 of the Bolshevik Tendency,
as published by the Portuguese PRT.

Can you please inform us who is politically responsible for pub-
lishing Revista de Awmerica?

Revolutionary Greetings,
The United Secretariat

Letter to the Executive Committee of the PST

Brussels
December 21, 1976

Dear Comrades,

Enclosed is a copy of Resolution no. 6 of the Bolshevik Tendency,
as published by the Portuguese PRT. The resolution states that "from
the very beginning the PST leadership considered the particular




aspect of the LS (Mexico) electoral tactic which involved signing &
joint platform with the CP to be an error." Was this position of the
PST leadersnip ever expressed in written form? If so, would you please
gsend us copies of the documents containing your position at that time,

Revolutionary Greetings,
The United Secretariat
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Letter from lharcela

pogota, January 27, 1977

To the Comrades of the United uecretarlat
of the Fourth International

Dear Comrades,

After a little delay, we received your letter of December 21,
197€¢. ‘e are hastening to respond.

The electoral tactis of the comrades of the Liga Socialista of
liexico were thoroughly discussed at a Central Committee meeting in
December 1275, Foreign comrades from four countries were present--
Colombia, Brazil, Uruguay, and faraguay. A strong criticism of the
tactics was made.

The Political Bureau of the PST, and later the Central Committee
gave Comrade Mercedes the task of preparing a 1ong article about
the electoral problem in itexico, to be published in Revista de
America. The object was to explain exhaustively to the entire Latin
American and world Trotskylst novement, and especially to the lLatin
American vanguard, our serious tactical differences with the policy
of the Liga Socialista in iexico. The editors of kevista de America
felt it would be too much to publish Comrade kicardo's article on
electoral tactics in lMexico together with the response and analysis
of Comrade I‘ercedes that the UCC had decided on. GSo the editors
decided to publish kicardo's article in one number and Mercedes'
in the next, along with an explanation voicing the opinion of the
Edirorial Peoard and the £ST Zxecutive Committee.

A1l these documents (the minutes of the CU meeting and the ar-
ticle by Comrade iiercedes) are in our archives, which are inacces-
sible at the time owing to our having to work under clandestine con-
ditions. e are ready to give a full oral explanation of the case,
so that the comrades can be totally satisfied. If necessary--if
there is the least doubt about what we have said concerning the
present situation of our archives--we are prepared to finance a
trip to our country by some comrade from the United Secretariat
to thoroughly corroborate everything we say in this letter, expe-
cially the fact that we are unable to use our archives at the pre-
sent time, e helieve that before long, in a few months, the situa-
tion will change radically. Then we will be able to append all the
documents proving what we are telling you.

On the other hand, Comrade inoreno, on his return for the Feb-
ruary 1976 Executive Committee meeting, reported that the official
position of the FST was very similar to the one Comrade iiandel had
maintained at the meeting of the liexican Commission of the I.C,

e had therefore supported Comrade Mandel's position at that meeting.

Although you didn't ask us about it, we want to point out that
Corrade Grece--in letters that are also in our archives--systema-
tically noted a slight pro-Stalinist deviation in Comrade Kkicardo.
he believed this deviation to be incipient, and, if memory serves




Marcela To USec, January 27, 1977/222

us right, considered its first manifestation to be the pact signed
with the Stalinists. All this was said in the context of Comrade
Greco's very enthusiastic defense of Comrade Licardo's tactical
audacity in favor of intervening in the elections--even though there
were tactical errors or deviations that tomorrow could be transformed
into truly revisionist deviations with respect to Stalinism. All
the memters of the i&C and of the International Commission agreed
with this position of Comrade Greco's in general terms, although
with various differences about the nuances., As soon as we can

use our archives, we will corroborate that this supplementary
information we are fraternally providing to the comrades of the
United Secretariat, conforms to the letters that Comrade Greco cons-
cientiously sent us when he had the chance.

With Orthodox Trotskyist Greetings,
For the EC of the FST in exile,

s/llarcela
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Letter from Capa

bogota, January 27, 1977

To the Comrades of the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International

Dear Comrades,

" With respect to resolution No., 11 of the Dolshevik Tendency, as
published by the Portuguese PKT, T must note rhe following!

1. Any organization in the Fourth International, as well as
any tendency or faction, in my opinion, has the right to publish,
either internally or in public form, any internal discussion docu-
ment dealing with questions no longer current. That is, they
have the right to do this a few years after the documents in ques-
tion have been published internally.

2. No article in the statutes prohibits the public issuance
of documents such as described in point No., 1.

3. Issuing this document publicly is not a question for me to
decide, nor do I think that resolution Wo. 1l talks about doing
this. Therefore, this question should be addressed to the leader-
ship of the tendency or the organizations considering publishing it.
For example, the Cali organization of the Bloque Socialista decided
to put it out in a run of 300 copies, and personally I am against
prohibiting this organization or any other from publishing it.

4, Since the time it came out, various parties, comrades and
publishing houses in the movement have considered printing it pub-
licly, I have always opposed this, and refused to cooperate with any
such attempt.

5. I think that this document is an important element in the
history of the present rzndency struggle, and therefore for the
first time I am going to cooperate with such a project in order to
improve the editing of this document and facilitate its publication.

6. Before saying that it is part of a discussion article pub-
lished in the Internal Bulletin of the Fourth International, you have
to be clear about the fact that only a section of it was published
in Eng*:sh and Spanish, and not a line of it in French, Therefore,
except in Spanish, its circulation was minimal, Thus, it is exag-
gerated and false to say that it was published in the Internal bul-
letin, '

7. Fart of this document was published in a Spanish edition
of several thousand copies, and as naturally occurs in such cases,
no party could control its circulation. Likewise, the majority has
the complete draft of this document, which alsc got out of the F53T's
control, even though only a few hundred copies of it were published.

€. We made a proposal to Comrade lMandel to establish a means of
supervising the public work of the various movement pultlishing
houses throughout the Hispanic-speaking world--to set up a parity
committee representing the various publishers linked to the Hispano-




Capa to USec, January 27, 1977/222

American Trotskyist movement. This parity commission should decide
on a putlishing nlan that all the publishing houses would have to
follow. It has to be an honest agreement in good faith. e do not
know why you are looking for organizational procedures to accomplish
what can be decided fraternally among comrades and among the pub-
lishing houses of the movement,

For all the reasons 1 have explained above, for statutory rea-
sons as well as principled political and organizational reasons, and
for personal ones, I inform the United Secretariat that if the ten-
dency or any of the groups or publishing houses linked to the in-
ternational want to put out "4 Scandalous Document" in public form,
I will not 1ift a finger to prevent it, hecause I think that to do
so would go against every principle of the Trotskyist and revolu-
tionary movement. :

None of the foregoing remarks means that as of today I have
firmly decided to issue this document publicly., This is a question
that will be discussed and decided by our tendency. In the event
that the Publishing iicuse Farity Committee is formed, it will be
decided in connection with it.

With Orthodox Trotskyist Greetings,

s/Capa
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LETTER FROM MARCELA, CAMILO, EDUARDO TO THE UNITED SECRETARIAT

Bogot4, January 27, 1977

To the Comrades of the United Secretariat of the Fourth International
Dear Comrades, '

As we told you in our other letter, in which we criticized your
resolutions -and proceedings against the Bolshevik Tendency, we are
going to respond to the various points and questions that you raised
with us in your letter of December 21, 1976. ~

1., We take note of your "dissatisfaction" with our resolution
No. 1, that refers to "the formation of a parity leadership of the
Fourth International." We regret profoundly and reject as pedantic
and professorial your argument about the "normal practices of demo~
cratic centraliom." We already know that cur proposition is excep-
tional and completely abnormal, but this is precisely because the
situation in our international is also absolutely abnormal. Instead
of responding politically, tclling us that that situation does not
exist except in our imagination, you tell us that our proposal is
not in accordance with the norms. We already know that. But we are
discussing what must be discussed: the normality or abnormality of
the situation in the International. : g

Hard facts have demconstrated in an immediate way that we are
right, These hard facts are the scandalous statements made by Comrade
Mandel to the Barcelona magezinz Viego Topo. Acting in an official or
semiofficial capacity, he compromised the ited Secretariat and
practically the eniire Internaticnal. These statements denied the
entire analysis, characterization, and policy of Trotskyism and the
Fourth Internatioral concerning Stalinism. The possibility was left
open —- especially for PFrance and Spain -- that the Stalinists might
transform themselves into revolutionary parties. -

This has nothing to do with the tradition, the policy, the anal-
ysis, or the history of Trotskyism. It has been said -- we emphasize
again -~ in a semiofficial capacity in the name of our entire Inter-
national, This is totally abnormal. That one of the foremost leaders
of Trotskyisu makes totally and absolutely anti-Trotskyist statements
is not -~ for us -- a normal situation. Our organizational proposal
justifiably tries to avoid situations such as this. If it were ac-
cepted, no member of the International could make public statements
like those of Comrade Mandel, without reaching an agreement before-
hand. Thus these statements would not have been made -- statements
" that require our tndency to publicly dissociate itself from them in
the clearest way. Neither would a crisis in our International have
become evident -~ in public. '

2. The tasks of resolution No. 4, points d and e, were not car-
ried. out, since Revista de América did not come out and the congress
of the PST was postponed indefinitely.

If our attitude were not fraternal, our response would be limited
to what we have already told you. But we want to go far beyond formal
and statutory requirements. We want to have a fraternal relationship
with the United Secretariat and with the other tendencies, one of
mutual respect. For this reason we will tell you of the movement of
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LETTER FROM MARCELA, CAMILO, EDUARDO TO THE UNITED SECRETARIAT

Bogoté4, January 27, 1977

To the Comrades of the United Secretariat of the Fourth International
Dear Comrades,

As we told you in our other letter, in which we criticized your
resolutions -and proceedings against the "Bolshevik Tendency, we are
going to respond to the various points and questions that you raised
with us in your letter of December 21, 1976,

1. We take note of your "dlssatlsfactlon" with our resolution
No. 1, that refers to "the formation of a parity leadership of the
Fourth International." We regret profoundly and reject as pedantic
and professorial your argument about the "normal practices of demo-
cratic centraelicm." We already know that our proposition is excep-
tional and completely abnormal, but this is precisely because the
situation in our international is also absolutely abnormal. Instead
of responding politically, tclling us that that situation does not
exist except in our imagination, you tell us that our proposal is
not in accordance with the norms, We already know that. But we are
discussing what must be discussed: the normality or abnormallty of
the situation in the International.

Hard facts have demonstrated in an immediate way that we are
right, These hard facts are the scandalous statements made by Comrade
Mandel to the Barcelona magezinz Viejo Topo. Acting in an official or
semiofficial capacity, he compromised the United Secretariat and
practically the entire Internaticnal. These statements denied the
entire eanalysis, characterization, and policy of Trotskyism and the
Fourth Internatioral concerning Stalinism. The possibility was left
open —-- especially for I'rance and Spain ~- that the Stalinists mlght
transform themselves into revolutionary parties.

This has nothing to do with the tradition, the policy, the anal—
ysis, or the history of Trotskyism. It has been said -- we emphasize
again -- in a semiofficial capacity in the name of our entire Inter-
national. This is totally abnormal. That one of the foremost leaders
of Trotskyism makes totally and absolutely anti-Trotskyist statements
is not --~ for us -- a normal situation. Our organizational proposal
justifiably tries to avoid situations such as this. If it were ac-
cepted, no member of the International could make public statements
like those of Comrade Mandel, without reaching an agreement before-
hand. Thus these statements would not have been made -- statements
"that require our tndency to Dubllcly dissociate itself from them in
the clearest way. Neither would a cr181s in our International have
become evident -~ in public,

2. The .tasks of resolutlon No.‘ , points d and e, were not car-
ried out, since Revista de América did not come out and the congress
of the PST was postponed indetiniltely.

If our attitude were not fraternal, our response would be limited
to what we have already told you. But we want to go far beyond formal
and statutory requirements. We want to have a fraternal relationship
with the Unitved Secrebariat and with the other tendencies, one of
mutual respect. For this reason we will tell you of the movement of




comrades in the two countries you asked us about. At the request of
Comrade Manuel, we exerted as much moral pressure as possible to get
Comrade Greco to leave Mexico, He offered no resistancce -- on the
contrary, for some time he had been indicating a desire to leave therc
for personal reasons. A comrade from the Bloque Socialista (Socialist
Bloc), Comrade Dario, was asked to replace him in his editorial work.
Dario was given the responsibility of representing the Socialist Bloc
and the tendency at the unification congress of the Mexican Trotsky-
ists. At the end of the year, Comrade Greco returned to Mexico, and
Comrade Manuel again asked our tendency that, "given the factional
characteristics of the comrade," we do QVerything possible to get him
to leave Mexico right away. The request was carried out immediately.
The comrade was asked to leave Mexico without delay and to try not to
stay in the country past January 15. Comrade Greco had no difficulty
- leaving by the date that was suggested to hin.

The following comrades have gone to Ecuador on various occasions
for about a week's time: Socorro (from the Socialist Bloc) and Lidia
and Mercedes (from the Argentine PST, who are living in Colombia).

5. With reference to resolution No. 5 and your question about
the organizations and tendencies affiliated to the Bolshevik Tendency,
we must point out that we don't really know the object of your ques—
tion. But we are responding without delay:

We know that many comrades have criticized us, pointing out. that
(national) tendencies or organizations can't affiliate to an (inter-
national) tendency. We disagree with this conception because of the
situation in our International, in which there are public organiza-
tions that are ~- in fact -- factlons or tendencies. To say otherwise
would be to fail to recognize the reality. For example, in Colombia
all of the IMT is organized into three groups. All of the LTF is in
‘another group, and all of the BT is in yet another. In other words,
they are public factions. We think it would be quite hypocritical to
deny this fact. In Spain the LTF has one organization and the IMT has
another, so it would be a farce for these organizations, that are
actually public factions, not to belong to the international faction
of which they are the national expression.

It is good to recognize this situation for another reason: It
means that all of these groupings are part of the same international,
and should behave that way toward one another. Our Bolshevik Tendency
would think it anomalous if all the official sections that make up
the world Trotskyist movement, fthe Fourth International, adhered to
a single tendency. However, this is also a relative 51tuatlon. Where

there is a majority of 95 Percent they can also join, but in general
we are against this. That is why the Venezuelan sectlon which is the
only organization belonging to the International in Venezuela, is not
part of the Bolshevik Tendency. Instead, its militants join as indivi-
duals. But in the countries where there are a number of Trotskyist
organizations we accept the membership of whole tendencies. While this
is an abnormal situation, it is what exists., In other words, concretely,
we don't see anything in the statutes preventing an international ten-
dency from accepting the membership of national tendencies. We have
read the statutes from cover to cover and we have found nothing that
corresponds to what some comrades are saying. When there are national
factions and tendencies in one organization, why can't they join an
international tendency? And if that national tendency or faction has
split and has become a public faction, why can't it Jjoin an interna-
tional tendency?




4, Also with reference to resolution No., 5, and your question
about the names of the comrades and organizations to which they be-
long: We see a repetition here of the question about organizations.

We canft give you a list of the sixty-five members (of the leadership)
because the places have not all been filled yet. So we are only going
to give you a list of the comrades that already form part of the lead~
ership of the Bolshevik Tendency, and the organizations to which they

belong.

5. Publication of the main reports adopted at the founding meet-
ing of the BT hasn't been implemented, because these texts haven't
been transcribed from the tapes. As soon as they are, we will have no
problem sending them to you comrades. That will show you why it may
not be possible for us to carry out resolution No. 8, owing to .the
time and effort the length of the reports would require, Publishing
them would mean in effect putting out a book and that was not taken
into account when the resolution was adopted.

With respect to the founding meeting, it took place in Bogot4,
but definitive approval of the documents was postponed for a meeting
to be held in Europe. In other words, there have been two founding
congresses, connected to each other. This is due to our functioning
in clandestine conditions, to our connections with the PST, and to
difficulties within the organization. The meetings took place in
Bogoté August 24-30, 1976, and in Lisbon in October of the same year.

For the reasons previously noted, it was actually in these two
meetings that the definitive document was elaborated. Since most of
the BT leadership was unfamiliar with the official United Secretariat
document on Europe, the Bogota leadership completed work on the docu-
ment during October and November,

6. Of the four documents you requested we are sending the fol-
lowing:

* The letter from Comrade Moreno to the Spanish comrades of the
LSR.

* The criticisms of the "Key Issues" document that were published
in a PST bulletin, and that are quite well known among Trotskyists
in Latin America. We are surprised that the comrades of the United
Secretariat -- or at least the LTF comrades on the Secretariat --
don't have it. We are also surprised that one of those critical re-
ports on the "Key Issues" document, the oral criticism by Comrade_
Moreno, was not published by the SWP leadership, despite its publica-
tion in a PST internal bulletin, as the SWP leaders well know.

Regarding the other two documents, the following is to be said:

* The document cn Angola is an article Comrade Moreno wrote last
April, Due to our functioning under clandestine conditions and other
well-known difficulties, it was not published in a separate issue of
Revista de America, which had by then ceased publication temporarily.
This article will be published as a book, alongwth the SWP resolu-
tions on Angola and the revolution in southern Africa. It is funda-
mentally a criticism of the SWP's positions on Angola and especially
their official resolution on this theme adopted in January 1976. We
will send it to you comrades as soon as it is published., We don't
think there is any point in making a lot of photocopies when you will
be receiving the book in a few weeks.




* Regarding the contribution on the Barnes document "Europe VS,
America and the Erosion of World Stalinism," we inform you that it
was suggested to the comrade charged with preparing it that the rough
draft be extended so that it could be incorporated as a basic document
of the tendency. It is of secondary importance in the present debate,
since our tendency agrees with Barnes and the SWP that the European
CPs continue to be Stalinist. The criticism focuses on questions of
methods and form, clarifying our basic agreement.

If the explanations we have given don't satisfy you, amplify
your. questions and requests 80 that we can respond as rapidly as
possible and thus satisfy your curiosity.

With orthodox Trotskyist greetings, for the leadership of the
Bolshevik Tendency,

s/ Marcela, Camilo, Eduardo
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JANUARY 27, 1977, LETTER TO THE UNITED SECRETARTIAT FROM THE LEADER~-
SHIP OF THE BOLSHEVIK TENDENCY

Bogota, January 27, 1977

To the Comrades of the United Secretariat of the Fourth International

Dear Comrades,

We received your letter of December 21, 1976, which puts a series
of questions to us. Along with other letters, resolutions, and draft
resolutions concerning our tendency or its components, these questions
are part of an aggressive campaign against our tendency in violation
of the statutes. ' ' ” .

The objective of this letter is to expose the majority's campaign
against our tendency, our leaders, and some of our organizations. It
is time for these comrades to begin to treat our tendency in a frater-
nal way and to stop these sly threats and low maneuvers, to promote
a fraternal atmosphere that would make it possible to hold a serious
political debate within our International,

Such a turn is all the more necessary since while the United
Secretariat spent November and December creating this situation, one
of its most prominent members, Comrade Mandel, was making public
statements to a Spanish magazine (see the November and December 1976
issues of Viejo Topo) that are among the most serious errors ever made
by the Four ernational, since they were in fact semiofficial
statements. *

I. The Resolutions and Questigps Aimed Against the Bolshevik

Tendency . ~
1. The November Meeting of the United Secretariat.

In the November United Secretariat meeting, a resolution was
adopted criticizing the Bolshevik Tendency. It was written and sup-
ported by the most prominent leaders of the IMT. This resolution was
nothing more than a stupid attack on our tendency. It showed a total
lack of a sense of Trotskyist proletarion solidarity and responsi-
bility toward the PST, the Trotskyist party that at present is suf-
fering the worst persecution at the hands of the reactionaries. This
criticism insinuates that the BT is refusing to present a tendency
platform and constitutes an unprincipled grouping. But let us look
at the facts: The comrades of the majority who proposed this motion
are well aware of the difficult cireumstances the PST is going
through, as well as those experienced by some of the parties that
make up the BT. These comrades know about the difficulties with files
and documents and realize that the conditions we have faced are to-
tally different from those. enjoyed by the comrades of the LTF and the
European comrades of the IMT in drawing up their documents.

There is the concrete fact (which the IMT leadcrship is well
aware of) that the document on Europe adopted in May and published in
June 1976 by the United Secretariat was not sent to any tendency in
Colombia. The result of this was that the tendency document approved
by the BT at the Bogota conference was improperly documented as re-
gards the IMT's definitive position on Europe. Thus, as we were pre-
paring to deliver our tendency document to the United Secretariat,
we became aware, purely by chance, that the authors of the resolution




(along with everybody else in Colombia and in Latin America, to the
best of our knowledge) knew nobthing about the document approved by
the United Secretariat in May. This forced us -- out of a sense of
responsibility toward the IMT and all the rank and file of our world
party -- to redraft our document and make a study of the material we
did not know about before, because as we saw it this was to be the
axis of the tendency debate.

It was because of this organizational default of the United
Secretariat majority that we decided to postpone delivering the docu-
ment for a month or two. '

Despite all these problems, a resolution was passed trying to ‘
paint the BT as a maneuverist, unprincipled tendency based on organi-
zational questions alone, when precisely the opposite is true. We
broke with the ITF on very clearly defined questions having to do
with the Portuguese question. We called for the formation of a ten-
dency based on key questions in the Portuguese revolution, such as
our position on the embryos of dual power. Subsequently, despite all
these vicissitudes, despite the persecution the PST had to face, the
final programmatic documents were drawn up, definitively establishing
our tendency. , '

2. The United Secretariat resolution and Comrade Mandel's letter
referring to public publication of "A scandalous DOCUMENnT, .

Two letters arrived, one from Comrade Mandel and another from
the United Secretariat (&ated respectively, November 27, 1976, and
December 21, 1976), Both were addressed to Comrade Moreno. In these
letters ~- despite a fraternal tone -- a question was raised about
whether, according to the statutes, minorities and leaders of the
International have the right to publish 0ld polemical documents that
have appeared in intermnal bulletins, '

These two letters touch on the question of possible public
publication of "A Scandalous Document" (possible, since the tendency
has not adopted any resolution calling for this; there was only a
proposal to Comrade Moreno that this be done, without specifying.
whether this should be public or not). They flagrantly contradict
one another. Comrade Mandel, showing his knowledgeableness and sense
of responsibility, points out that we have the right to publish this
document publicly. At the same time, he points out the grave political
problems that exercising this abstract right could raise at the pres-
ent time in Spain. However, the United Secretariat resolution insin-
vates exactly the opposite of what Mandel says: that the authors have
no right to publish o0ld documents if these have been partially pub-
lished in internal bulletins of the Fourth. We ask: Where in the
statutes does it say this? Where does it say that old polemical docu-
ments published in the internal bulletins cannot be published unless
the leadership of the Fourth authorizes this?

We think that Comrade Mandel is right: Such documents can be
published. Those parts that might endanger the internal security of
the Fourth can be censored, but not the rest, because it is already
becoming part of the history of the International. We think that as
soon as a congress is over, all the documents become part of history.
The comrades may have some other criterion, but they cannot impose
it, because in order to do this they would have to have a statute
to back up their view. Comrade Mandel has understood this very well,
and therefore, he recognizes our right to publish this document. We
hope that he will be consistent and vote in the United Secretariat
in support of our right to do this. We will not allow any restriction




of statutory rights or any limitations of our tendency rights or the
intellectual rights of leaders and members of the Fourth International.

5. The editorship of "Revista de Amerlca” and the PST's position
on the‘Méx1can elections.

Both with regard to the question of the editorship of Revista
de América and the PST's position on the Mexican elections, some of
you alre Hy have all the answers to these questions. You ask us this
questlon in order to lay a trap for us. If you don't know the answers,
it is only because you do not want to. All you have to do to get the
answers would be to ask some fraternal questions in the United Secre-
tariat and take it down in the minutes, or else ask the leaders of
our tendency directly, to their faces. Why are you asking for a writ-
ten answer? What crimes are tied up with these questions that you
need an answer in writing?

For example, you have been informed orally in detail that the
editor of Revista de América is Comrade Moreno, and that it is only
for legal Teasons that he cannot be listed as such. Aren't you satis-
fied with that? Do you have soume doubts about the answer? If not, why
are you asking again? What klnd of trap do you want to lay for our
tendency?

Your question about the PST's position on the Mexican elections
is another example of this approach. Several comrades on the United
Secretariat are fully informed about this guestion. Our entire ten-
dency knows about this, as well as a large part of the IMT and the
LTF. Why don't you ask this question orally in a United Secretariat
meeting, and Comrade Mario will answer it with supersonic speed. Why
do you put this question in writing? What kind of organizational
maneuver are you oarrylng out against the BT to avoid political de-
bate?

' There was a meeting of the Fentral Committee of the PST in
‘December 1975, at which the comrades of the Colombian Bloque Socia-
lista were present, among others, where a resolution was adopted on
this question. Comrade Mercedes of the editorial board of Revista de
Amerlca and the PST International Commission was assigned to write
an article that was to be published in thefinal issue that appeared
of Revista de América. It was because of the length of the article
needed to deal with the Mexican question that it was decided to put
off publishing this piece until the next issue, which did not come
out. Moreover, during the IEC meeting last February, in the sessions
of the Mexican Commission (including Comrades Hansen, Mandel, and
Moreno) it was explicitly reported in the name of our party that the
official stand of the PST coincided with that of Comrade Mandel and
not with that of Comrade Hansen, who thought that the position of the
Mexican comrades was completely revisionist. In general, we agreed
with Comrade Mandel that their position constituted an error but not
a betrayal, nor was it a policy of total revisionism. Thus, it repre-
sented a tactical error within the context of a correct attempt to
intervene in the electoral process and not abstain from it. This is
common knowledge. ’

IT. The Acceptance of Ricardo H. 's Letter by the United Secre-
tarlat

In Mexico, a maneuver was plotted, and skillfully orchestrated
by a leading member of the Mexican IMT, to whip up a witch-hunt against
the PST and two of its members., In response to the letter the Untbted
Secretariat sent him (included here as an appendix), Comrade Moreno




took up the launching of this witch-hunt in some detail. We are not
going to repeat Comrade Moreno's arguments. Instead, we will stress
the formal, statutory aspect.

In the letter he sent to the United Secretariat raising charges
against the PST and Comrade Moreno, Comrade Ricardo indicated that he
thought his accusatious were proven by a so-called letter from Capa
to Greco. But this so-called letter says in so many words: "The other
day, when I talked with Ricardo by telephone, I was really thrown
for a loop, because they had worked out the same tactic as ours right
down to the details."™ That 18, Ricardo's tactic was ¢xactly the same
Tright down to the details" as that worked out by the PST leadership
or by the PST's International Commission, or by Comrade Moreno.

In accordance with the statutes, why does Comrade Moreno have to
give any explanations? If there is any provision in the statutes that
requires him to give an accounting, this point applies as well to ‘
Comrade Ricardo. What's wrong with this letter? You cannot raise ir-
relevant questions. A Bolshevik organization cannot waste any of the
time needed for revolutionary work and building the party. If some
irresponsgible persons spend their time getting hold of correspondence
between leading comrades or taping telephone conversations and send-
ing transcripts to the United Secretariat, these persons must be
selective and say whether what is involved is against the statutes,
vhether it goes against proletarian morality. Concretely, what is
there about this letter that violates the statutes? Only once this is
clarified can any relevant questions be put to Comrade Moreno and
the same questions must be put to Comrade Ricardo. Moreover, domrade
Ricardo must prove that the letter in question actually describes an
intervention by the PST and actions on its part that contravene the
statutes, instead of whipping up a whole witch-~hunt atmosphere.

When this letter was sent on December 15, 1975, the PST's break
with the Leninist-Trotskyist Faction was already public in the Fourth
International. As a result, a realignment of forces was taking place,
in which the tendency including Comrades Ricardo and Orestes lined up
with the PST. That is, there had been a whole process in wich a cur-
rent of opinion kad formed along tendency lines. These are the facts.
Where in the statutes does it say that every step in the development
of tendency or pre-tendency relationships, every step in the forma-
tion of a tendency, must be reported in detail and at the very moment
it occurs to the United Secretariat and the section leadership? And
in Mexico, there was no section. We want the comrades to tell us: What
is wrong with what happened?

But there is a factor that makes the attitude of the United Secre-
tariat still worse. The SWP and LTF were informed in detail by the
PST, as was the leadership of the LTF comrades in Mexico, because this
has been a tradition of the PST and is going to become one in the Bol-
shevik Tendency to maintain open and fraternal relationships, based
on communist morality and good will, with all tendencies and sll com-
rades in the Fourth International and its leadership. There are many
who can testify to this, but two are particularly well qualified to
do so, Comrades Ed Shaw and Horacio of the leadership of the LTF in
Mexico. Nothing was hidden from these comrades. However, what is
gravest about all this is that the IEC and the United Secretariat
were fully informed of the general lines of what happened. Comrade
Moreno pointed out openly in the United Secretariat that his party's
position, as well as his own, was to fight right from he start to
separate Comrade Josefina from the ranks of the Fourth International,




and that they would not rest until she was expelled. He made clear
that what had happened was supported by Comrades Livic and Jean
Pierre. So, why does the United Secretariat have to ask about what

it already knows? Was not the United Secretariat informed that as soon
as the PST and Comrade Moreno found out that Comrade Josefina had
contacted the police, that is, one of our most terrible class enemies,
to make inquiries about a leader of her own organization, we took the
stand of fighting by any means necessary for separating her from the
Fourth International. And in meetings with our pre-tendency during

the International Executive Committee Plenum in February 1976, Com-
rade Mandel asked us to postpone the discussion on the case of Com-
rade Josefina, saying that we were perfectly right but that such a
postponement was necessary because if this comrade was expelled, the
SWP would split the International. While this might be a question of
principle, that did not mean that it was pressing. We agreed that the
International Executive Committee did not have to discuss it right
then,

IIT. What Is the Objective of All This?

Your own statement in November, your letter in December, as well
as your acceptance of Ricardo Hernandez's maneuver, have one obvious
objective -- to try to show hat we are breaking away on our own, that
we are factionalists and that we are violating democratic centralism,
when exactly the opposite is true. Of the three tendencies existing
in our International at present, the one the other tendencies know
most about, the one whose internal moves, resolutions, and steps are
most well known, is the Bolshevik Tendency. And this is not the re-
sult of any raiveté on our part. It is the result of a clear policy,
one of maintaining an attitude of good will to the end toward the
other two tendencies, toward the membership of the Fourth Interna-
tional, as well as toward our international leadership. We may make
mistakes, but we hide nothing, we do not maneuver, we do not make
secret telephone calls. We publish resolutions and letters on every-
thing we do becauss we are not ashamed to show it to the entire In-
ternational. There are no maneuvers, no questionable operations, no
Machiavellian methods. What we want is a full political discussion
and fraternal relations among all the comrades vntil we come to a
conclusion that i3 is impossible to live and work together any longer
inside the same organizstion. And it is because of this, precisely
because of our good will toward the other two tendencies and toward
our International leadership, because everyone is being fully informed
about what we are doing —-- it is because of this that the IMT (with
the support or not of the LTF, we do not know) wants to take advan-
tage of our apparent naiveté to wage a whole smear campaign against
our tendency. All of this -- as we have already said -- has one clear
objective ~-- to avoid political debate and divert the attention of
the mranks. Your letter fits into this context.

IV, And If Any Doubts Remain About This, TLet's Take a Look aft
the Actions of the United secretariat and Comrade Mandel With Regard
to the Unification in Colombia

All your resolutions are of the same type. But what gives away
these factionalist maneuvers, what reveals the lack of seriousness
of the United Secretariat and of the majority, are their actions in
Colombia.,

On October 18, 1976, the United Secretariat adopted a resolution

calling for the unification of the three organizations that claim to
represent the IMT and the Blogue Socialista (BS). It says: "Accord-




ingly, to aid in thi process, the Bureau assigns its members, Com-
rades Mandel and Riel, who will soon go to Colombia, and Comrade !
Moreno, who is living in Colombia, to participate in the discussions
and negotiations in order to facilitate them and help them along."
This was signed for the United Secretariat Bureau by Riel and Julio,

In the November 13-14 meeting, the majority of the secretariat
adopted the following motion, which is an obvious maneuver and dras-
tically alters the October resolution: "Comrades Walter and Domingo,
in consultation with the members of the IkC resident 1n Colombla,
can represent The United Secretariat 1n discussions With the organi-
zations in Colombia adhering to the Fourth International. The aim of
these discussions is to help facilitate the process of unification
under way between Espartaco, the Liga Obrera Comunista, and the Co-
mandos Camilistas. Overall, this may involve extending the process
of unification to include the Bloque Socialista and the other organi-
zations in Colombia that support the Fourth International," Despite
the hedging in its formulations, this resolution is diametrically
opposite to the one adopted in October. The objective of the first
resolution was to unify the four organizations., The present one has
as its immediate objective the unification of Espartaco, the Liga
Obrera Comunista, and the Comandos Camilistas, The October resolution
says that it is the members of the United Secretariat Bureau who are
to apply this line. In the November resolution, a member of the’
United Secretariat disapgears.from the picture, precisely the one who
lives in Colombia, Comrade Moreno. The resolution refers to "the mem-
bers of the International ' Executive Committee resident in Colombia”
only as consultants and not as members of the commission.

This factional maneuver, as dirty as all the rest, the elimina-
tion of a member of the United Secretariat from a commission of this
body, was carried through. Comrade Moreno was not consulted nor did
he piay any part whatever in the process of unification. The official
leaderships of the three organizetions adhering to the IMT consis-
tently refused to talk to this member of the United Secretariat., For
months after the resolution was adopted, Comrade Moreno continued
being put off by the leaderships of the Liga Obrera Comunista, the
Comandos Camilistas, and Espartaco (the official section). Graver
still is the fact that he was put off by Comrade Mandel, who had
meetings with these three organizations without taking Comrade Moreno
along, without consulting him, without discussing the tactics of any
of his actions. That is, belonging to a minority, to the BT, clearly
makes you a fifth-rate activist in Comrade Mandel's eyes, and being
a leader of the BT as well as of he United Secretariat makes you a
tenth-rate leader, as far as he is concerned. :

This is the sad truth of what happened in Colombia. None of Com-
rade Mandel's actions was discussed, There was never any discussion
among the members of the United Secretariat to see what steps would
be taken, nor was Comrade Moreno ever invited to any of the meetings
in the process of unification among the three organizations of the
IMT. He was only invited to the meetings that had to do with the BT
or with the Bloque Socialista. :

The most distressing thing is Comrade Mandel's factional cynicism.
He assured the BS that they were going to demand that Comrade Moreno
go to the plenums of the three IMT organizations as he had gone to
the plenum of the Bloque. In front of the leadership of the BS, he
said that he would not allow the other organizations not to talk to
Comrade Moreno. But everything continued as before.




V. Conclusion

This attitude on the part of Comrade Mandel, these changes in
the resolutions on the unification in Colombia, have the same mean-
ing as your letters, resolutions, questions, and poposals, The inten-
tion was to smear our ®ndency, to maneuver against it, and to attack
it., We hope, comrades of the United Secretariat, that both with
respect to the negotiations in the Colombian case and your dealings
with the Bolshevik Tendency that you will return to normal relations,
to relations among comrades in which the majority respects the rights

of a minority.

None of the foregoing remarks will be an obstacle to our ans-
wering all your questions in separate letters, in the same spirit we
have always observed in our relations with leaders of the Interna-
tional and with the members of the other tendencies. However, one
point should be made clear. We want a discussion around fundamental
political points, and we will not let anyone tie us down and prevent
us from exercising our rights as a tendency by byzantine discussions
around petty organizational questions that can be solved fraternally
by a ten-minute discussion among comrades in the same organization

and the seme leading body.

With orthodox Trotskyist greetings,
The leadership of the Bolshevik Tendency
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Letter from Capa

topota, February 2, 1977

To the Comrades of the iUnited Secretariat
of the Fourth International

Dear Comrades,

This is in response to your letter of ilovember 21, 197€, in
which you asked me several questions.

First of all, you asked me if I could confirm the authen-
ticity of rhe letter from Capa to Greco dated December 15, 1975,
I have no reason to doubt that it is a letter from me. In gene-
ral terms, the form and style are mine. nowever, I cannot con-
firm that I actually wrote it. The precise phrasing and full
authenticity of this letter could only be confirmed by consult-
ing my files in Euenos Aires. Yor obvious reasons, they ate not
accessible. tioreover, when I received your letter, Comrade Greco
had already left Columbia and I could not consult with him be-

fore bis next trip here.

You also ask me if I could send you the memorandum mentioned
in the letter. 1 cannot comply with this request because this do-
cument is also in my files in Buenos Aires. Thus, I cannot confirm
its authenticity either, for the same reasons. I could not do this
for the letter, If the letter is authentic, the memo exists. I
think that the r3T leadership will soon be able to send it to you.

Furthermore, we are prepared to help the comrades obtain all
the information necessary to confirm that what we said about the
situation of our files is true,

Finally, you ask us if we have any comment to make about Com-
rade Kicardo's letter, In fact, we have some comments to make.

l.. JThe so-called letter from Comrade tapa and the charges
and contradictions in the letter from Comrade nicardo

Underlying Comrade kicardo's letter are a series of big lies.
The comrade charges us with creating divisions, with recommending
several times the expulsion o6f comrades from the leadership, and with
recommending the expulsion of Cristina from the organization. riow-
ever, his whole story is highly contradictory. Let's take a look:
“ho drew up the draft iesolution liquidating Cristina?! Capa or
kicardo? This is the nub of the question. 1his draft resolution is
the one Ricardo chose to consult Capa about by telephone. It calls
for Cristina's liquidation from the leadership, not from the party.
According to the letter, the only thing Capa did was send a memoran-
dum supporting this draft resolution. The confusion that Comrade
Kicardo wants to create is this: ke wants to present the draft
resolution as if it.-was Capa's and to use the expression "liquidate
Cristina” as if this meant liquidating her from the party and not
from the leadership.
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There is still another grave contradiction. Does or does not
Comrade Kicardo maintain that there was agreement on the draft
resolution? ‘e note that he says, no, that "This step was rejected
by the majority of those in the leadership of the Tendencia Mili-
tante."” According to the so-called Capa letter, there was complete
agreement, "down to the details.”

As can be seen, comrades, contradictions abound in what Com-
rade Kicardo says. [y account on the other hand is perfectly con-
sistent,.

2. A clarification thar explains the contradictions between
Ricardo's letter and the so-called Capa letter

We would like to make another clarification, one that explains
the contradictions between kicardo's letter and the so-called Capa
letter. It is the following: %hen Comrades Ed Shaw and hHoracio
of the Mexican LTF came through buenos Aires at the beginning of
1976 before the IiC plenum, a meeting was held including foreign
comrades, as well as the International Commission and the Secretariat
of the PST, to discuss the whole Mexican problem. In this meeting,
Comrade Cayp gave a very lengthy report to the two comrades. The
following clarifications are only a very brief resume of the docu-
mented explanations that were given to these comrades, The clari-
fications revolve around three fundamental points,

a. When Comrade Capa passed through tiexico in August or Sep-
tember 1975, he was put up for two days in the home of Comrade Ki-
cardo. The first day he was there, Comrade Kicardo told him that he
differed with the SW/F and the PST on four fundamental points. One
was that he thought the Fourth International was a mess and that we
should get out of it as soon as possible, He went so far as to say
that he was considering the possibility of forming a faction to
break from the Fourth International, denouncing it for bureaucracy
and betrayal.

Kicardo also pointed to cuier fundamental differences with
the FST but he stressed onet The FST had overestimated the SWP,
It was really a racist sect or something like that. te told a
story about a so-called maneuver by which the SWFP leadership and its
agent Cristina had gotten him to go to New York, There, a lot of
friction developed between him and these comrades because of their
racist methods. They persecuted him and did not treat him frater-
nally. As a result of this situation, Cristina, who was an agent
of the SWP, took a series of measures against him that involved
removing him from the leadership and taking him off the party staff
on his return from the U.5. Comrade Kicardo said that he was going
to put up a fight against Cristina's bureaucratic methods, and  that
if the comrades who sympathized with the FST came to an agreement
with him, he thought it would be possible to get a comfortable
majority and liquidate Cristina.

Confronted with these proposals, I told him that we did not make
any unprincipled agreements and that we disagreed totally with his
violent attacks on the SWF and the Fourth International, and with
chauvinistic methods, which we thought could not lead anywhere.
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We told him that the only point we could agree with him on was the
one about one of the so-called bureaucratic measures by Comrade Cris-
tina. This,was, concretely, that by taking advantage of his ab-
sence from the country on a party assignment she had removed him

from the party staff, condemning him to perish from hunger. de

told him that except for this one point of agreement, we would wage

a fierce fight against bim on everything else,

“We rejected the four points he raised, especially the one con-
cerning the international. We told him that there might be seri-
ous differences between the SWF and us as regards the orientation of
work and organizational forms. We said that we were more and more
strongly opposed to generalizing the branch form of organization
for the entire Trotskyist movement. we thought that the proper
organizational form was cells and that there were profound reasons
for this., We told him that in fact we had quotations from Irotsky
giving a political explanation of the need for this form of organi-
zation. We also mentioned the question of going to the workers
movement and the need for leaderships that have gone through real
experience in struggle, and not propagandist, intellsctual leader-
ships. Ve also told him that we had raised these criticisms of the
SWF in a fraternal way in the first meeting we had with the SwF
National Commitrtee.

The next day, Comrade Ricardo told me that he had been think-
ing over the sharp criticisms I had made of him, and that he was
convinced on three of the points in question but that he had reser-
vations about--or more concretely, did not agree--on one. In con-
trast to my view, he thought that the SWF was a party hopelessly
lost to the revolution. Le agreed that there was no other solution
than to be part of the Fourth, and that he had been wrong to take
the chauvinist and nationalistic standpoint he did, provoked by
the mers made by the other tendencies. e agreed with the FST on
the organizational question and proposed forming a tendency against
the SWP based on the differences over Portugal and the orgpaniza-
tional question. HHe called a meering for that night with a group
of comrades from the leadership to declare this publicly. e said
tnat if we accepted this principled agreement, he would win the ma-
jority. I told him that I myself could not agree to anything, that
they could hold this meeting and I would go to listen and offer my
fraternal opinion. The only thing I told him was that I was going to
be blamed for his fight against Cristina, that this was long since
predetermined hecause there was a mania for blaming us for all the
strupgles that arose, and that I would leave r.exico the night before
the big brawl got underway, since I did not want to have anything
to do with it, and I would only give my opinion.

At noon that day I had a meeting with Comrade Cristina. ner
attitude was impeccable. She did not make any violent or factional
attack on Comrade Ricardo. She explained to me the political prob-
lems she thought there were with him, She pointed out that she
thoupht he might be showing an increasing tendency to opportunism,

That nieht I had a meeting, which was also artendea by CLomrade
Greco, with a group of five or six major leaders of the tiga. The
meeting was cailed by Comrade kicardo. re said that he apreed with
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us on three points, although he did not agree with the very high
estimation we had of the 5wt and Comrade Cristina. And this was what
led him to invite the ST to enter into a principled agreement that
would go beyond the fight for his reinstatement on the party staff.
Fe also said that he thought that if such a principled agreement
could be reached on the question of the leadership and all the prob-
lems, he could easily wirn the majority in the Liga Socialista.

I told him that the ST had not defined an international orienta-
tion and that therefore, for the moment, I was not accepting his
invitation,

The texican comrades were coming to an agreement, after an
intense discussion. icardo said then that he was absolutely sure
of winning the majority and that he was going to liquidate that
"bitch," as he called Comrade Cristina. ‘

In response to this statement, I told him (and 1 was strongly
supported by Comrade Greco and the other comrades present) that
we were not engaging in any maneuvers against anybody. 1 said
that we thought that Comrade Cristina was the most capable person
in the Mexican leadership (including kicardo), despite the friction
there had been between us. Comrade Greco said, moreover, that
she was a very loyal comrade who acted very correctly, and that she
bad not persecuted him in any way. Quite the contrary. She was
the most capable person in lexico, and should certainly continue
in the leadership. This point of view was shared by all the comrades
and they told him that they disagreed completely with his intention
of persecuting the comrade. In fact, she should be pushed forward,
since she was the best leader in lexico.

In the face of this universal opinion, Comrade xicardo kept
silent. Ke did not even say anything when Comrade Greco sharply
attacked the bureaucratic and factionalist methods Comrade Ricardo
might use against Cristina, pointing out in contrast, the fraternal
methods she used, ' :

k. Later we got information--I think it was a brief telephone
report, followed up by a letter from Lomrade Greco--that the big
brawl had started after my departure, when it was learned from con-
fidential reports of a comrade that Comrade Cristina was waging a
campaipgn against Comrade Kicardo, claiming that he was a police agent.
Cristina said that a high SWP leader had told her this in New York,
and that she had been able to confirm it through contact with the
police themselves, These are the general lines of the report we
received. Needless to say, it left us devastated. 1In his report,
Comrade Greco stressed that he had broken  off all relations with
Cristina because of these methods, that he had been educated in our
party and that there such an attitude was not permitted, not even at
a rank-and-file level.

As soon as we found =ut about this, hoth the r31 leadership
and 1 personally began a fierce campaign to get the comrade out of
the Lipa Socialista. We raised a hue and cry that she should be
expelled immediately and publicly, that she could not remain a moment
longer in the ranks of the international. In our view, Cristina
had croesed the class line on a moral question, hccause that is what
it amounts to when a leader contacts the police without informing
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the party leadership and acting against a member of the party,.

We told this emphatically to Comrades iid Shaw and noracio.
We also told them that the itexican comrades acted in a way that was
completely and absolutely out of line with what we advised them to
do, which was to inform the entire party from the beginning, to hide
nothing from the party, and to expel her immediately, of course,
without saying that the comrade was an informer or a traitor.,

llonetheless, everything about what we did was always clear.

de told Kicardo, when he consulted us, that as soon as the oppor-
tunity presented itself, we would make public our disagreement with
him on this point. For this reason, we informed iid Shaw and noracio
in detail atout our position and our differences with Kicardo.
‘le expressed our differences again in the February 1976 United Sec-
retariat meeting, where we pointed out that we would not rest until
we got Cristina expelled, because this is a guestion of principle
{or us. And we were supported in this by Comrades Jean Fierre and

ivio,

The tactic followed by kicardo and the other i:exican comrades
was different. They thought nothing should be said to the ranks
of the party because this would obstruct the political and organi-
zational discussion, They thought this question should be used to
remove her from the leadership and from the International Zxecutive
Committee but not to expel her from the party and the international,

There was one point on which we did agree. There was a final
agreement alver all the disapreements already mentioned. 7This was
that at some point on the agenda of the congress, the "lid had to be
taken off," the ranks had to be informed of this problem. e agreed
on proposing that the international form a control commission to
- try the comrade. I repeat, this was a final agreement we reached,
after we failed in repeated attempts to get the comrades to adopt

a more principled policy on this question~-that is to inform the
party immediately and expel her without any "ifs," "ands," or "buts."

c. Finally, there was another point on which we disapreed with
the lexican comrades, and we explained this to Comrades i&d Shaw
and Horacio. ve expressed our opposition to removing Comrade Cris-
tina from the IEC, even though the statutes permit such a measure.
#de thought that the statute in question should be changed, and we
were going to vote in accordance with our standpoint on this. e
believed that a comrade elected as an individual to a position in
a region, section, or in the I&C itself could not be removed from
this post except for overriding reasons such as death, imprisonment,
etc., and for no other cause. That is, if the comrade remained
in the international, she could not be removed from the IsC, since she
vas elected to this position as an individual. The proper procedure,
therefore, was not to expel her from the ILC, as the mexican comrades
proposed, #4As we saw it, the way to proceed was to expel her from
the texican orpanization of the international, and then she would
automatically be expelled from the I&C., As long as she had not been
expelled and the lnexican comrades continued to think she should not
be expelled, she should rewmain a member of the Iul.
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Another point we made clzar to Comrades Shaw and noracio was
that if she was expelled tomorrow, we would not let her be anathe-
matized. OCur characterization would still be the same: she was
a very capable comrade, but she had a problem with her nerves, and
that was dangerous. Because of the threat posed by her nervous
problem, she could not be a member or leader, - So, she should be
separated from the iiternational for two or three years. bBut ties
should be maintained with her that would facilitate her rejoining
on a new basis, with the objective of bringing her back into the
movement on a .serious Fbolshevik. basis. ‘ :

To the best of my recollection, this is all I have to report,
The files and time will determine who is right.

In closing, I would like to caution the comrades. Having a
majority does not mean that they have a clear field for arbitrary
action. I will not keep on giving reports unless I know why 1 am
being asked to do so, » .
Orthodox Trotskyist greetings,

s/Capa



