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1. The Center e EEAPE '::‘..:.- : :‘:l slen

The organization of a ‘functional admm:.stratwe comrmttee has now been completed
with thefollowing distribution of re5p0n51b111t1es=
Coordinator - Milt Zaslow L ,
- Financial ‘Secretary ~ Sue’ Warren e »;-}f»,?v-";;; 1
s Ovganizational Secretary ~ Judi Shayne S A
“Literature Director - Ron Warren
..The first literature bulletin has béen §ent to all locals and at largers, reporting on
the international Inprecor sub and circulation drive, and setfing forth proposals for our
participation. R
Registration and payment of nonthly dues are as yet uneven. As of this date, the
foUowing payments have been receivedi - o
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‘- Baltimore « November & December ~ for 8
"I Los- Angeles < November & December - for 12 ) , L

Houston = November - for 6
- .‘—'iChzcago i November - for 6
; 'I‘obéia”Cny - Nove:nber for 1, December‘ for’ 3
%dn Francisco - November -~ for 3
We knbw that the New york local is funictioning, but it has not gotten around to Sendmg
in reg;stratmns ~ which consists of $8. 00 per member for November. '
Financi#l report as of 12=13- 75: ’
Recexpts ‘ '

From R For - B ‘ Amount ~~ Total =~
Socialist Union Surplus from pre-conference 24,04 T "
‘1) San Frahcisco ' Convention Assessments. 70,00 .
- Baltimore - Nov, & Dec. dues' o 128,00 )
Lios Angeles R  Nov. & Dec,’ dues L 200, 00.
Houston = " 'Nov, dues S 48,00
(o EChlcago S "Nov, ‘dues o T N “48 OOV
" San Francisco” ' 'Nov. dues " ST 24,00
Iowa City , Nov, dues . 8.00
 Iowa City s ~ Dec, dues 7 24,00
- “Houston P mprecor buridle L 9,75 __
“Lios Angeles =~ ' = “Inprecor’bundle - 78,00 A o
,. S ','_;‘_661 79 . 661,79
”Exﬁérfs'es' S . o S T
- Cablegrams e o 42. 04
- Telephone - - - o 0 14,300 T
' San Fra.nc1s<:o Tran5po‘rtaf10n (to LA conference ST 90,00 0 -
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Expenses (cont)

Postage .. . .. op S 18,25
November sustamer o C = 150,00
:Payment to Inprecor ‘ . 87,75
T 402, 34 402, 34
On hand™ 259,45

2, Portugal - Angola Campaign

A report from Chicago on an exceller;t actwn m1t1a§ed by our local is attached.
The Chicago comrades are putting out a 1-1/4 inch solidarity button featuring a map of
the Iberian peninsula with a wrench in the center. (the logo of the LCI) and the slogan
""Portugal must not be the Chile of Europe', Locals are ilrged to place orders with
Chicago at $25,00 per hundred. L. A, has ordered a hundred as a starter. .
Two new comrades have been recruited in Chicago-at least in part due to:the activ-" :
ities around.the Portuguege revolution. One had been a sympathizer of the IT in New
York, and the other had been a member of the IT—nf who had attended the’ SNP conven-—
tion, ' '
A report on Los Angeles activities is also appended. $an Franciséo comrades are
collaborating with the IS and CP in building a sphdarity demo on Déc, 19.  Baltimore
had previously reported successful forums and a demonsratlon. We awa1t reports
from othe,r areas.. Housl:on is planning a_ teach-in in January,

Corgar -»fii

3. Report from Chlcago e o T ey o

On the Ch1cago Teach-m/Day of Sohdarlty

In line with the campaigns proposed by the 4th Internatlonal the Ch1cago Red Circle’
set Portugal-Spain solidarity work as a pr1or1ty. There wefe sdveral ways to- begm
this work., One would have been to join the existing "un1ted front" org’am.zed by the
Revolutionary Socialist League, In effect this would have meant sacr1f1c1ng meaningful
activity for the ever-popular game ''denunciation and exposure". Which goes something
like''sure we can work together, but first lets get a few thmgs stra1ght We denounce
your position on this and we expose ‘your betrayal in that" It was our view tHat this
was a sterile, dead end. v :

The concept of a teach—m fulfilled several goals. Number one 1t was a mmunal
forum that could unite forces easily. Secondly, it could disseminate much needed
information on Rortugal and Spam. And thlrdly, it could serve as a sprmg board
for actions. -

Our first step.was to make a 11st of groups that we could work with pol1t1ca11y (this
immediately excluded groups with a pro SP line) and that would counterbalance each
other, We originally approached the following individually, the IS5, the Communist
Party, the Committee for the Liberation of Angola and Mozambique, the Workers
Norld Party, the New World Resource center (an anti~imperialist, Bookstore-collective)
and the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. Only the:' Int.erhational Socialists shoiiv'éd no intervest
in the idea. S T

At the first plannmg meeting several prmmpals were agreed upon,. mostly at the
CP's insistence.  No speaker would make the central thrust of his talk ar attack on the
Portuguese CP, or more specifically no one raise the Super Powers theory and that
all ‘the. speakers udopt a stance supporting the MPLAY

Although the work of building the Teach-in/Day of Solidarity, fell mainly on our
shoulders, Workers World did a fair share of the leg work. In addition to a leaflet we
had announcements in the mailing list of New World Resource Center, consisting of
several thousand, URPE which is small but p011t1C1zed, the WWP which’is in contact
with many foreign students, Also, we g?t a spot announceément on one radio station,
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placed an ad in a weekly youth or-ented paper and were able to make announcements
after a number of meetings. :

When the prospect of building the tour of the MES comrade was f1rst ralsed we
v1eWed it as cutting across our teach-—m. ‘The fact that we found out about this tour sp
late and that our small forces were already plunged into act1v1ty up to our necks, didmnot 1
leave much time and personnell to work an the de Sousa tour, However, we decided to
go ahead with building meetings for him, using them to. promote the teach~in.. .The
master stroke was a press conference for Joao and‘theé initiators of the Teach-in on -
the 12th of November. Despite a2 press release, both band delivered and mailed, and
follo\v up telephone calls the Chicago press boycotted the conference.

*‘The: Teach-in itself was a success from our viewpoint, It attracted around 110
people, mostly from p011t1cal groups, making it the second largest event around the
question of Portugal in Chlcago. {THe IS-PRP forum was slightly larger),, Our com-~
rade, Mark L. made the first presentatmn a well thought out and non-sectarian
Speech We also interyened from the floor ‘and in the workshops. Unfortuneately, our
size prohibited us from reaping all the gains we might have from our work. However,
we were able to bring Several New Factlon comrades closer to us through the example
of the work ‘on the ‘tea’ch-in, .

Of ‘all the Speakers the Abraham Lincoln Bngade was the only mzstake. His rap
was riddled with attacks on the "Trotsy1st influenced Poum" he also praised the . :i.
Catholic Church in Spain, ‘a ¥Femark bringing loud laughs, = _» : P

Concretely, we gained several things from the teach-in: 1. We established our-
selves as a visible left force in Chicago 2, We proved that we can be trusted to work
with in coalitions 3, We acquired the mailing list from the action as a basis for building
a solidarity committee 4. We consolidated our ,9wn ranks as well as a periphery. The
process of workmg with others and bu11d1ng an actxon was an education and 5.. Not
lea'st important we engaged in‘an actmn defendmg the Portuguese and Spanlsh revolutions.

In fulfilling ‘our dinternational duty we sent letters and copies of the leaflet to com~ -
rades in Po’rtugal France and Great Britain, Along with the leaflets we requested sol-;:
1dar:ty greetm“gs from* the LCI, LCR-ETA VI the IMG‘s support comm1ttee, etc, :
Probably due to the lateness of the request we rece1ved no replies. -

s/ Nick La Corcia

4. Report from Baltimore

1. In September the BMG initiated a Balumore Portugal Angola Soh.danty ,
commnittee. On November 6 thecommittee arrangedtwo forums at which the MES mem- - ;;
ber being toured by thé Portugal information Center Spoke. He Spoke first to some 80
people at a local campus, Later he spoke to about 60 people at a downtown_umee.tmg :
attended by most groups on the left (except the ME_tOlStS)‘ For different reasons,,,t}he_s;- R
BMG built this meeting almost by itself.,” In general it Can;be regarded as a:success
and should facilitate futurc work

We ate how explormg ' possible’ - future events: a f1lm on’ Spam (Dreams ,
and N1ghtmares), film or speaker on Angola (we have yet to come up with either one), _“
demonstratron on’ Angola. With rPespect to the demo, we are h:.ndered by a lack.of .
expreSSed 1nteres‘t“‘by local. Black organizations and the lack of an. appropnate sxte. .

In any case, we hbpe to have ‘somethmg planned for January. G L

2. Four comrades and’ various contacts have been active in an ant:.~tu1t1on hxke
coalition at the’ Balt’:.more branch’ campus of the Unlversxty of Maryland This.is the ,
most- mterestmg movement on that campus since May 1970 The eo;ahnon orgamzed
a demonstration of over 300 at a recent Board of Regents meetmg. The dema was..

enthusiastic ‘and reé'“wed good media coverage. Plans are now being made. for a.
pOSSIble march on the state capitol, The. success of the move}nent will depend ﬁrst
o? all on its spreadmg t.o'the main campu at College Park where. unfortuaately we have
only one’ comradeo In the Coalition our relations with the YSA have been cordlalj The .
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2 SB keeps-thrédtening to split, but so far their almost total 1’a'c1<"'6“f influence has kept
them from doing so.

3. “We are plannmg an open class serles ‘on the Spamsh C1v11 War, The series w111
begin in: January or February. “We thmk such a series will fit in well with our, plans for;
sohdamty work. (Any suggestions on b1bhography would be welcome). We may decide
to of fer it through a newly established "pohtzcal academy", The Baltimore School.

We have: been’ reading Monopoly Cap1tal1sm and w1ll try to do other work on the
nature of Arnencan capitalism, ;

4, One:comrade has been very act1ve in a long strike at a local nursing home, The
BMG has been attending picket lmes once or twice a week and providing moral support,

5. - We have been part1c1pat1ng ina coehtmn to stop ol {(controlled by NAM). . The
coalition had an informational meetmg of 150 people.' There have been some bizarre
sectarian problems there.  We have been able to call the attentlon of the teachers
union to the bill, but ithas not yet taken a positzon. o L

-6, ‘We are planmng a forum on the us econom1c sxtuatlon for January.- W.e hope tqg
generate a document from th1s’forum. o

7. We céntinue to work in CLUW. CLUW does not seem toe healthy. It is dom- SR
inated by OL which wants tomake it an appendage of the Fxght Back comm1ttee. They
seem to -have attracted some independents. : We are slso workmg in a local:jobs . _
coalition where we are‘fackd: w:Lth the quest1on of what pos1t10n to. take on the Hawkms :
bill and Operatlon Life Lme. T : '

5. R—epo’rt-from Los Ang'eles‘ o o \ j x

The Los Angeles group voted to d1ssolve Soc1ahst Un1on and reorganlze asa,
branch of RMOC, with a t1ghter organ1zat1on and higher requ:.rements for membershlp.
Comrades who are not ready at this time to accept this commxtment, but who agree .+
generally with our pohtics and’ perspectwes, and are deem ed rellable, w1ll oazupy the
status of = - ympathizers. These comrades will recewe newsletters, dlscussmn bulletins,
and will Be invited to part1c1pate in our work, contnbute fmanc:,ally, but will not .
participate in the business ‘meetings of the branch. "Twelve comrades ha.ve reg1stered
in RMOC.

The level of activity and morale has improved. Our recently doubled bundle of . . -
Inprecors (to 60) is pretty well sold out regularly, We participate in or intervene in
almost every public activity in the left, including SWP forums, = We participated in a |
demonstration agamst deportatrons that was held in the Ch1cano commumty. Our, con- )
tingent carried a'large ‘banner which read: "Stop deportatlons' For International Workers:
Solidarity!", 'signed "Revoluhonary Marxist Orgam.zmg Commxttee",' and the emblem. ..
of the 4th' International. 18 InErecors were sold, and. hundreds of leaﬂets dlstnbuted
announcing’a forum on the' Portuguese revolut1on. . . :

We-were instrumental in having the "Haymarke t”, a newly orgamzed n,onndenomm- .
ational movement centgr sponsor this forum,. We suggested th at thdse organizations
cmpoorting the views:of various poht ical tendenc1es in Portugal be 1nv1ted to speak, .

The IS part1c1pated as critical supporters of the PRP, SWP as supporters (also
critical) ‘of the PRT, The SP with uncritical support of the PSP and comrade Milt Z,
representing thé position of thé LCI and the 4th Internatmnal for RMOC The CP .
claimed that it lacked the "manpower" to prov1de a Speaker, but a. sympath;\zer who
had recently beéén in Portugal Voiunteered to speak for the PCP. In spite of strenuous;
efforts;no.one could be found who would’ defend the p031t10n of the Portuguese Maoists.

In spite of an unofficial’ boycott by the Mao1sts and a compet1t1ve YSA. soc:,al affair
(deliberate we think) it was 'a" successful event, eSpec1a11y from our pomt of view,

More than a 100 people’ Gttended, and it gave us an excellent opportumty to make our -,
debut to the Ieft in Los Angeles. vVe clearly d18tmgu1shed ‘ourselves from all others,
including the SWP and rec " far and away the most enthu51ast1c reSponse of the.

Seventeen Inprecors were sold e evening.




The SP speaker very much on the defensive, quoted extensively from the SWP's
evaluation of the role of the PSP as evidence of its true socialist character, The sig-
nificance of this was lost on no one. ' :

Classes on political economy and the permanent revolution continue, and a social
gathering for Dec 13th is planned.

We are now working on a Portugal-Angola Solidarity Commitiee and a symposium
on Angola,

6. Excerpts of a letter from I'owa City

One result of....our immediate arena of activity, has been the formation of a
labor coalition in which RMOC and ST (Sojourner Truth) organization are dominant,
The coalition is composed of 9 workers currently, Efforts to expand the coalition will
be made shortly; up to now this effort has not been made in order to iron out pclitical
differences, Bob F, chairs the coalition until a steering committee is set up.

Sojourner Truth Organization is basically anarcho-syndicalist in practice with a
theoretical commitment to Leninist organization. Locally and in Davenport, la. the
STO is almost totally composed of ex-CP and ex~-CP sympathizers who were revulsed
into a sort of political antithesis of CP, Politically, STO is a bag of glaring contradic-
tions held together by subjective feelings., If these feelings are shattered, STO can be
destroyed on political grounds, There may be 7-8 STO sympathizers in Iowa City; a
STO collective of 7 in Davenport, which has industrial contacts in a number of Iowa
and Illinois cities,

There seems to be locally (and from what I understand, nationally) a growing anti-
Stalinist left which is atomized, Locally, these elements are not attracted to NAM -
except in a transitory way - since NAM clings to its swamp politics. We may be able
to become the pole for regroupment,

At the moment there does not seem to be a great deal we can do around the issue
of Iberian solidarity, The only other people who express an interest in international
concerns are CP, Since comrade Chuck M. was expelled from the CP realm as a
Trotskyist splitter/wrecker and various other unsavory characterizations, chances
of joint work with CP are probably zip for awhile.

Comradely, Bob F,.




TEACH-IN AND DAY
SOLIDARITY WITH:

On April 25, 1974 the Portuguese people
toppled the oldest facisist state in the
world, In Spain the dictatorship is in

its death agony. Angola will declare its
independence from centuries of colonial
rule on Nov, 11, The U.S. government is
actively seeking to prop up the Franco
regime, impose a neo-colonial solution on
Angola and rcverse the gains of the people
in Portugal. Come to a teach-in to support
the struggles in Portugal, Spain and Angola.

DATE: SAT, NOV. 15

TIME: 1-5 PM

PLACE:CentralYM
211 W.Wacker

SPEAKERS:

Abraham Lincgin Brigade

Solidarity Committee for
Spain and Portugal

Committee for Liberation of
Angola,Mozambigue,and
Guing-Bissau

Communist Party

Workers World Party

& WORKSHOPS

For Info. Call348-3370 or A e
472-5932 % I A
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