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oTHTS CONGERNING MARXYST-LENIRIST UNTTY

I am sure many other comrades will make valuable contributions to the coni-
~crence on the items on tlie time-table.. Ih> conference will, hopefully, uark a
significant step forward in our struggle for Marxd st-Lenirist unity. To help
ensuro that this is the case, & think it is important that we try to deal with
three major questions, which have“been raised by different comrades on o nuaber of
occagions, before the conference; otherwige, they will hold back our struggles
for vaity,in the future, including at the conference., These guestions are:-

1, That of the struggle for political and ideological unity. :
2. Tho reasons for the failure of the CeP.B,(H-L).
%, The need for a programie of practical work.

1.) Many conrades have stressed the need for ideological and political at—ugple
to a-tain urity. lo Marxist-Leniunist would deny this, but I think a ccuple of
points noed to be borme in miné when comrades talk about this. Firstly, that to put .
the cmphasls one-sidedly on siruggle is vrong. We ghould stert from the desire for
unity, and proceed to conduct idoological and pclitical struggle in order to attain
und tye Without the desire for unity, there is a danger of these struggles beconing
acadeuic and un-productive, TFurthermore, the purpose of political and ideological -
strugsle, at the present stage of the Marzist-Leainist movement's development is
to increase our unity; to talk simply about attaining unity suggests that there is
no unity between us at the moment, which is not true. There is, in fact, conszlder-
~able unity on the basls of Marid cn-Lenind sm-ilao Tee-Tung Thought- that's vhy
there can be a large aad productive conference in July and why, on various occas=—
-iong, coirades from different crgonizaticns have been able to work well togelther..
Secondly, the struggle for political end ideological unity is souetiumes spoken
about as though it is one thai has to be copleted before a pariy or a united
party-building orgeaization c&n be ostablished. This is idealist.This struggle is
one that will comtinue whea o party has been cstabliched, and throughout the
neriod of socialismm, as the history o7 the Comuunist Party of China shows. CoLui-
~unists develop at different rates, bourgeois ideas influence then all the tiue,
and vhenever problems arise, comrades ore bound so have some disagreeuents about
how to teckle then, so there will never be conplete political and ideological
unity among British Comaunists. Thercfore, to delay organizational unity until
conpLebe political and ideological unity Ls attained 1s to delay it forever.
Rather, it is a question of atsaining suificient ldeologlcal snd political unity
befere we unite in one party-bullding orgaudzaltion; it is oy view that most of the
flar:d st-Leninist movement already has that degree of unity politically and ideo~
~logleally-JAC(M~L)'s 7 points are the ossential ones, which I think all true
tierd st-Leninists would acceph. These don't represent''the lowest comnon denoninator"
as some pecple would suggest, but a high degree of unity.
2.) In &omnection with the above, soue comvades suggest that the C.P.B.(l-L) was
“& fallure because it was declaréd to be a party without thero having been a
struggle for political and 1deoclogical unity; this has nade then very careful
At nelting prenaturely in a single new party~building organization. The real
point about the C.P.B.(M-L) is, I think, thet itowas always a revisionist organiz-
-ation, under revisionist leadership, thougk fcr sone tite a rajority of its renk
“and file were good Maryist-Leninlsta. Except or one or two iore obvious points,
. such as the guestions of "peaceful tranciticn" end "state of the whole peoplel
its Leadership never did break with revisionis -it just came out with neo=-revig-
~ionicm! It wasn't foruing a party too early thet was the fault with the CeP.B.(ML)
— thai could have been put right fairly easily; the farlt was that revisionisu
wae always in conmand. The ireal lesson thab tle experience of the C.F.B. (M=)
tesches us is that the fight against rcvision’:i is a nard aand conplicated one.
T think that great efforts should be made to ¢ sure tha: that lessoun &s learned,
that the fight to master Mardist-Leninist pol . dcs and shilosophy is stepped up
(41 opportunists = . crvtonenorelusionaries Jave this in conuion= that they arc
idenlist in philosophy, and do not grasp clalistical nat erdalisn), and that revis-
ionisn in ite various forms is combatted in cur fight .'or unity. This is the righ#
snswoer, I think, to those who use the expeuierce of tho C.P.B,(M=L) as an arguzen®
against Maryist-Leninist wnity in ono mar gy-nilding nry anization.
%,) Sore comrades, notably it the ELMLA, JtWe POINTLOR Ly Shal ideological and
politieal ity is nol cmenghs nconrades ne. d #d* be able to walle am - o .nntd anl
work in an ongoing way. This is corroct. .4 gletailed projraine of work will nfow
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sontiag out, but at the noment, I think that out joint practical activities
‘should be concentrated on the followingsi= . : 4
a).Strengthening the foundations for the revolutionary party. In concrete terus,
this means e+ Increasing our efforts to give Marxist-Leninist leadership to .
nass struggles in the sectors of work in which conrades are involved. Co=operation
should be stepped up and developed there-ior exanple, conrades working in the
sane industry, for the same firm, in the saue union, in students' or tenants'work
should get together to exchange experiences, atteapt to establish a firn basis
for co-operation and work together as far as possible, Efforts need to be nade
to win new recruits, who should be trained carefully as revolutionaries. Due
allowance nust be made for new courades, or we will not be able to extend
recruitnent: their process of developuent may be slow, and they should not be
forced along, or faced with responaibilities that should really only go to more
experienced, tried and tested courades. Prioriity ghould be given to recruitment
in the proletariat, so that the revolutionary party of the future has a strong
bagis-people working in other sectors of soclety should try to assist .
these directly dnvolved in this work. Efforts should be made to co=operate in
spreacilg Marxi si-Leninist politics via leaflets, pauphlets, papers, demonstratious,
etc, 811 comrades can be involved hn thise activities. Those who argue that this
is impossible before a detailed class analysis or a thoroughgoing prograiiie has
Lbeen deteruined, etc., are wrong= the history of the international comn.unist
novenent shows that these things-have been worked out in the course of struggle
by revolutionary parties, and not in advance; generally, they have started frou
a fairly low level and developed in depth analyses, etc, as they have progressed,
b). Building the united front against imperialisn and fascisi. Much of the above
applies here of course, but in this work we should be seeking to unite adl who
can be united against the nain eneny, under larxi st=Leninist leadership. Anti-
inperialist struggles streagthen us by weakeuning our enenies; it is correct that
we should work to build a strong front of anti-izperialist soliderity in this
country. With the decline of Oritish inperialiss, due primarily to the struggles
of Third World peoples against imperialisd, for national-liberation, the British
ruling class is resorting to fascisti. Therefore,the building of the united front
against inperialisn should also be bhe building of the united front against
growing fascisa, All Marxi st-Lexinists in oritain, wherever they are, can work on
this,,building the unitea front froo below. This is an essential part of the
preparation for socialist revelution in Britain.

Let us step up the struggle for Marxist-Leninist unity; this becones oore
vital than ever as each day goes by. There is little reason for further delay in

wniting in one party=-building organization; we ghould ain to do this ia the very

near future.
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