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Introduction

In presenting this sumwary of the present situstion and our
tasks, we are not attempting o0 put forwvard a 'general line’',
but to stimulate discussion on these problems’ both practical
and theoretical which we feel the Marxist-Leninist movement
in Britain must tackle. Obviously such questions caun’ only be
tackled in a really meaningful way once some kind of organised
unity has been forged within the Marxist-Leninist''movement.
However, -we are highly confident that this unity, will be
achieved, The response to. the conference organiscd. by. the
CWM shows not only the genuine sincerity of muny groups and
individuals. to achieve unity, but also thab sopme unity has
already come about. VWe firmly belicve:that the ‘¢onference
will cemeni this base of unity, hot mercly by resting-on the
lowest common denominator but the very highest. Although
we have written this draft, it was only possible for us to
do so becausc of the many discussions we have had ‘alrcady
with many sincere comrades over: the last two years-and more.
An earlier draft was discussed with JaC members in a4 meeting
in the north earlier this year, and has currently received the
gencral support of many JuC members in thie London area,
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'iheu}ndustgial proletariat is rising from its sleep and all
‘around there are signs of iUs new activity. The car workers

of British Leyland and Ford's are in the process of throwing
away the sociul contract a arc being followed by other
scctions of the working class. The fulse promises of 'worker
participation in management' are being rocognised by the
proletariat as yet another stage in the capitalist 'con-trick’.
It is becoming clearer to them that the subordination of labour
by capital never changes under cupitalism - it merely assumes
difforent forms, and so must the struggle against caupitalism.

For years the trade union bureaucrats have been carefully
groomed by the bourgeois state to aid the aims of capitalism

by controlling the working class. (This is 'in.conjunction

vith the more direct methods of political control used by the
state). But this trade union manipulation of the working class
movement is breaking down. Under pressuré from the proletariat,
more industrial union leaders are being forced to oppose the
present governmentls cconomic policies. Lwven 'die-hard'
reactionarics like Jack Jones, panic stricken by the resurgence
of militancy are urging the government to freeze prices in u bid
to regain face with the working’cluss. x g O

But the meuning of such politicdl jiggbry-pokery is: becoming
better understood by the proletariat. 1t was voiced by the:
tool room workers at Leyland; it bellowed out in the mass

~defection of thousands of industrial workers from the tradit-

jonal May vay rally orgunised by the TuC.

Whut are the objective and subjoctive conditions of the new phase;
the social and world founduatipns of dhis new activity?
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From the mid 1960.s the rates of inflation in capitalist econ-

omies began to outstrip the rate of economic expansion, and

the Keynsian notion of 'full cmployment' was discarded by thLe
capitalist class as a 'luxury' that the falling rate of profit

could no longer aZford. While exploitation of the Third

Vorld was stepped up, it was met with increasing resistance. 3
At home,” capitalists demanded control of wages not to stop

~inflation, but to meintuin their profits in the fuce of in-

flation. So successive governments embarked on prices and
incomes policies, devaluation, pay freezes und £inally the
social contract. 3
Capitalism has now switched to using moneturist policies, -
trying to control inflation by controlling the mouney supply,
which has only resulved in increasing uncmployuent. The social
contract and these monetary policies in effect represent a

two pronged political and econonic attuck on the working class,

Under capitelism, workers ‘never receive the full value of their
labour power, just whut it costs to kecp them alive and reproduce
@ new generution of workers to be exploited. But what they do
receive ‘comes in two forms: the post war welfare state

social services and the pay packet. as supplementary benefits
increased, the pay packet formed « decreasing portion of the
price puid for labour power. This ‘is good for the capitalists
a8 1t is easier to enforce public expenditure cuts than it is
to enforce pay restraint. 3o now, the working class is
receiving less for its labour power in terms of welfare becuusc
of public expenditurc cuts, while at the same time, the social
contruct forced on the working class by the union leaders, has
reduced the rest of the value of lubour power in the pay packet.

But the working class has not just been bashed economically.
Thesc monctarist policics coupled with the social contract
have effectively handcuffed class struggle in recent yecars.
ficonomically the working class has to struggle on two fronts:
to win an increase in the real value of their wages while
campaigning against public expenditure ecuts. Politically the
situation is even more confusing with the lack of any genuine
working class party to give leadership, '

However, workers are resisting the onsiuught in force. They

~are organising in the workpluce in spite of those union lecaders

who try Jo carry out capitalist state policies. One of the
most importunt aspects or the struggle of certain groups of
workers like Leyland's tool room men for independent negot-
iating rights is that they ure trying to escapg from the .
limitatvions imposed by the bureaucracy of large unions such
as the aULW.

The sijuation is culling for new forms of struggle to supplement

the old and these are in evidence: the bread drivers strike in

suppors of small shops to forestull future control of bread

prices by sujermarket monopolies; the recent shop stewards

conferance in the West Hidlands; mobilisation of workers,

students and squatters working'togg}her to stop Lambeth Council

wrecking good accommodation becadse they had no . funds for

repairs. (this resulted in 200 people befor the High Court); und
occupation of hospitals. 4ll over Britain workers are mobil-

ising against the cuts and to smash the social contract, but |
where acte ilarxist-Leninists?
cont/.... J
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These struggles demonstrate the basic contradiciion of capit-
alisn getting siurper before our eyes. It is becoming more
evident that production is socialised while all the benefits
g0 into a Tew hunds. The crisis didn't come out of the blue,
we don't have to pull together to weather the storm - capital-
ism is the storm. Workers afe forced by the system to work
over und aboye the value of their labour pover to create
surplus value for the veapit:list. The hardor or more efficient
thoy are forced to work the more they arc being exploited.,
Obviously these capitalist relations of production are holding
up the development of ‘socioty. '

To exploit labour furtiher, capitalism mechenises wnd cutomates
the production”processay Thus each worker operating a soph-
isticated machine produces more surplus value. Since the
value of goods depends on the amount of labour involved in
Producing tiem, this means more goods for the same labour,
which means they are cheaper andmore competitive on tho
market. Thus the most competitive firms uare those thut

invest an ever'increasing proportion of capital in muchinery
and materials and less in labour. “This gives risc to
unemsloyment.  Those firms that cannot keep pace with these
monopolies are forced to close, causing even more unewmployment.

Furthermore , since only the exploitation of labour is a
source of profit for tue capitalist, his rate of profit
eventually rcaches u ceiling and then declines. Capital
tends’ to flow to where its rate of return is the highest.

S0, not only large urcas of iritain are neglected and run
down, but t.urough the City of London capital also flees
abroad. Capitel is gearedto profit and not to what is of
value to society. 'all over wurope agriculture is in a

mess and there is a sharp contradiction between town and country,
In general, capitalist firms producec as much as they can .
in order to maike more profit, but workers are too poor to

buy all the taings produced. Yhis leads to over »roduction
and the capitalist system is bound to move from onc crisis

to another.

All these economic contradictions give rise to struggle
between social classes. The capitalist system which creates
these: antugonisms nceds its own form of stute in its attempts
to coutrol classes economically, administratively and ¥
militarily and cxperience shows that class struggle does not
die. Both capitalists and workers are still class conscious,
To understand anything worth knowing ab out society we must
understand classes ard everything boils down to ofie central
thing - the state. "

Huch of the economy i: nationalised and under state control,
but this is not socialism becuause state power belongs to the
bourgeoisie. In fact state capitalism is & demonstration of
the extent to which cuiital is concentrated and monopolised
in the present era of :mpirialism. Through nationalisation
and building up its rep-essive oppuratus, the state becomes
more burcaucratised and prasitic. Mesreally necd to smash
tilis state - o workers stote will be something quite
different, - ‘

Cont,'(- .0
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Under capitalism there will always be a struggle of opposites - ¢
betwecn bourgeoisie and proleturiat. However, showing the
existence ,0f class 'struggle is only part of the story and not

the most iwmportunt- part. We-only mwov: a step nearer to the
resolution of thé contradiction when she proletariat is =~
organised to take state pewer. In sciting up its own state
pawer,, thne dictatorship of the proleturiat, workers will become
vhe principle aspect 'of tae contradiciion and history will

move along ot u tremendous puce, ) ¢
This class struggle which we are right in the thick of is
the most importunt thing in world hisvory toduy. But in the )
era of imperialism the internal conflict in a countvry like ¢
ours is an uspect of tac world wide cluss struggle. apart

from vhe contradiction we have just dessribed there are threc
other important onés: between imperialism und the oppressed -
nations .nd peoples; between rival imp:rialist powers in tae
struggle for world domination; and between imperialist and
sociwlist countries, g SGP o Nl
The victorious national liberation wer of the Indo-chinese
people was an immense cencourugenment gnd benefit for wll work-
ing people in the cpaitlaist countrics because it weakenid

the capitulist system mnder which thsy too suffer.” In
rebelling against the present intermytional economic order,
the people of the Thirxd World (asia, Africa and Latin Amcrica)
are shuking the- foundations of imperialism and this is good
for us too. The wain international tyrants arc the two super-
powarsy the USa and the Soviet Unica. Other industrialised
countrics like Britain also oppress the develoning countries, -
but they themsclves are ulso oppreised by the superpowers. -

Britain has lofnig been domiaated be the USa; very many branches
LD 038 8 : y Y

of indu#tryfaré conwrolledvby-thc30-culldd 'Yrans-nationals'
which are in fact organs of amer:can domination. The british
capitelist class as a whol: has «ong had quite a slavish 2
attitude. after the war, clony with other Luropean capitalists,
they were delighted to mortguge the economy to the Usa in
return for help in controll:ing the working class. This shows
that instead of yielding to tirir own workers, many eupitalists
will prefer to capitulate te Imperiulism,

gecently the British“govéfnmat handed out & huge: sum of moncy:

. o the UL Chrysler car monoply ©o help maintain it: cov..trol

over the British marke®, lLugencral, state policy in ‘a country
liige Britain does aot run ccnter to the intorests of Toreign
impesialism, In.the Third orld some’ governments are hero=
ically nationulising the proerty of the US trans-nationals,

~but nationilisation in Britin has hardly cver touchoed a

whisker of American capital,

By attempting to control Thrd Yorld countries, the Supcrpowers

-are trying to control swroy. The current struggle between

them over the Micdle sast i indirectly a conflict over the
control of Lurope. Ve cerwainly co not sapport our 'own'
cupitalists if they shouldtry o' rival the US Ly means of
imperialist power politics In the itz War in 1956 they got
a defeat they deserved. 'y sinceathe carly 60.s a group
among the Weast suropean burgeoisic hus realised that 17 the

cont/«...
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Third World 1s controlled by the superpowers, then Lurope
will ulso be controlled by them because of its dependence

on imported raw matorials, thercfore for this scetion of
capitalists the Third World is secn us an ally. Various
suropean institutions were set up to serve american interests,
but later a trend developed ta use them against the
superpowers.

The struggle between rival imporialist powers for doumination
over the world is an inevitable, ubiding featuxe of the
imporialist era which will only disappear along with imper-
ialism itself, after the last War the Us was so strong that
no other imporialist state ' could challenge it, but since the
surt of the 70.s it has buen in deeline. This might nave
meant vaat Luropean imporialists would try for world domin-
ation on their own acoount but they already had their Tingers
burned in colonial wars in the past. To be a sup:rpower
would meun controlling the Wnird World, but the Third Jorld
has siown impressive strength - this is precisely thé reason
for America's dzcline. After the result of the Vietnam Wax
only soviet social imp-rialism dares to try its hand at world
domination buecause of its tactics of posing as a socialist
country anc pretending to back national liberation .nd :
anti-imperialist movemonts.. Just as. the United States
after the last war pretended to support the liboration movemcnts
in the colonics with a view to breaking up und tuking over the
empires of the Luropean colonial powers, so the USGR today

is following a sifiilar tactic in Srying to disintegrate and
absorb the American splhere of inTluecnco.

r

&

50, we should opnosc the US attenpts to force other industrial-
ised countries to . join in a rearguard action against the

Third World. Yo should 'support the policy of sowme British and
~uropean bourgeois leaders vo trecut the third World countrics
s rellow oppressed nations and ally with them wgainst tue
supoerpowers, wihile opposing the counter-trend of trying to
exploit them while posing as friends.

In gencral, beecause the situwtion is so complex, there are
real poliecy differences between different scetors of the
bourgeoisie. Tais is even more striking when we look at tae
significance of soviet soci.t imperialism.

The contradiction between the USSik and the USa used to be 4
one between a socianlist and wn imperialist country aund now is
one between two rival imporiclisms. During the dacade or so
after the war, the US, British and other impiericlists created
a wyth about a 'Soviet threat'. Though there wore some incor—
rect aspeets to Soviet policy, it #as at that time ‘essentially
« socinlist country and did not really ‘tarcaten otaers. When
ever the US wanted to establish its influence in a cortain
area it always pretended thore was a Soviet thrcat.

Frow the middle of the 1950.s when capitalism was restored,
the Soviet Union ut once followed an imperialist policy. But
for more than another decade it wassnot strong cnough to
chellenge the Amcricans und spent most of its tiwe colluding
with them, and selling out the rovolgtionury novements.

coxl‘b/l LR B J



Since the mid 1260,.s itussia has gone onto the ofiensive. It

is the mein forco opposing the genuine socialist countrics
Chinu and Aldbuniv., It is oppressing or would like to oppress
the working pedplo:everywhgro and is certainly woving on o
course which wil: leud towarus world war, -

ilow does all thiz influence, our own country? The capitalist
system is, torn by, internil contradictions which are impossible
to solve. [t is like u man stuck in quick=-sand - if it does
nothing it will =ink but if the state® takes some initiatives,
every move 1t makes will only prepurc ‘conditions which will

get it more deceply into the mud. Fascism is one response 1o
the 'erisis'. The dritish ruling class is one of the most
fuscistic, having built en cnormous appuratus of terrorism

in pursuing its vur against ireleand. On behalf of tht whole
ruling class in #11 western countries, aritish.imperialism is
using sreland to rcheurse for the suppression of workers ovory-
where. All sectors of the bourgeoisie are united in using

this as un example vo scare people with whot could happen if
they step out of line. ¥ o

'
.

The prolotariat id the only elass which can take a corrcct
astitude to the relation between. sociwl imperialism und
revolution. ‘¢ say, we will fight to tho lust man against
social imperialism. and we are for .communism; the strongcer
working cluss org.aisation is, the more offectively we will
resist social impecialist aggression; the mére couplete

our victory the sooner will be revolution. This not to deny
the possibility of socialist revolution in this country beforc
noviet aggression leads to another buropoan wur. But the
situstion is developing fast and such o wer ey well outstrip
the dovelopment of a genuine working cluss revolutionury
moveiaent.

4ll seccions of the bourgeoisic oppose working-cluss revolution
and some alsc opnose sccial imperiulism.  Dhe bourgcoisie

herefore follow .one of two tlternatives: oither ‘they try to
combine suppressiug the vorking class with resisting social
imperialism, or thcy capitulute to spcial impericlism hoping
that this will male it easier for then to suppress the peoplo
at home, '

The more truditiosally right-wing bourgeoisie correctly warn
about the dunger ‘rom the Soviet Union, but fulluciously
deseribe this as communist', trying to oppose both social
imperialism wnd their own workers., These people may align

with the racists ..nd reactionary army chiefs to move in the
direction of fascism. In essence this would be @ capitulation
to social inperialisnm making things much casicr for it,

because witen the Soviet Union does try to invade wnd gecupy
Lurope, they will do so in the name of liberating the

Luropcun people from right-wing governments, (They are alrcudy
proparing for this by accusing the genuine revolutionary left
of allying with vl most reactionary forces)., 5

another group of the anti-Soviet ourgeoisie urc the 'pro~iuro-
peans'. They alsc want to combind suppression of the workers

with resistunce to social impozinlisdfy, but see that traditional
type fuscism would give the Mussiane an excuse to inuervence,

cont/ ...
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Instability anywhere in Lurope would causc factors both for
war and revolubtion to increase. So they try to kill two birds
with ono stona.

Instability is cuused by uneven development characterisiic of ihe
imperiulist eru, so the Luropean Leonomic Commuaicy is-designed
to even out this uncveness and stop any of the weaker national
cconomics collupsing. They are opposcd by the narrow nution-
alists, who are both in. the traditional righi-wing and among
the so-called 'left', including modern revisionists. Obvious-
ly the LLC is anti-working class; it sccks Vo puss downwaras
the offcets of the 'crisis' oin un orderly way. Yot it is nude
up of liberal-democratic countrics which are collectively anti-
socinl impsrialist. Should i% breuk up under the force of its
intornal contradictions, we ought to get reaudy for o pratty
complicated situution. : :

Yhe secvions of the bourgcoisin attached to state wonopolices
like British Leyland, ilolls loyce, the steel industry and
shipyards, look to Sovict style capitulism as o more modern forn
which favours the burecaucrat capatalists. They support various
phoney schemes for 'worker participation' such us the IHeriden
motoreycle co-operative, all designed to bring about a systoeu
like tae USLI today, where workers arc told there is no reason
to rebel because the state has declared itsclf communist, and
to rebel ageinst it would thesefore be an inswune aet!  In the
USuk, the working class cannot even usce Trade Unions and other
means of strug;le to defend themsclves when the bourjcoisie
pusiies the eiffeects of the capitulist crisis on vo them. Un

the contrury unions are usced to hold down the workers, in the
similar way thut Juck Jones and his cronies moved with the
staot: to smash to toolroom workers struggle for independent
negotiation rights and their attempts to throw off stute
burcaucratic unionisin,. ;

We oppose Soviet soeciul imprrialism because it is 4 terrorist
dictutozship of the most rosctionury state-monopoly capitul.
The pain form of org:.nised fascism in wurope today is found in
the USSR and the pro-Soviet clique which run those countries
under dircet Soviet control (e.g. Polund, sust Gecemany cte.).
Nowhere in the world is it more difficult to propogate revolut-—
ionary linexism=Leninism-liao Tsetung thought thun in the Soviet
Union today. “

If we take a sober look at Soviet stravegy, it is to 'neutrulisc!
Lurope, brealk the Atluntic connection between Lurope and the
USa, break the wuropcan Comaunity, then suck up the whole of
Western aBurope into its sphere of influence. 1In trying to
realise this scheme it would probably bring about a super-

power war against the United Staves. At the same time, the
people of Lurope will have to wage a just wur of nationul
liberation by forming o united front against social imperi.lism
and sociul fascism, Only the proieturiat can lcaud tais

front; it will aim to achivve victory und then carry out the
socialist revolution. Ultimately the people are bound to
triumph e¢ven over tne sophisticuted weaponry of social imperiul-
ism. But it will not oc¢ casy. ‘1fe¥he Soviet Union succeds

in tac rfirst steps of its schene, we want to be dumn sure weo

ar: prepared and orgunised to mect the dangoers.

cont/....
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We ure concerned with politics, thut is with building a
revolutionary preut lliance.

The charscter of all classes is determined by the imperialist
era in which we live. HNonopoly cones to repluce free compe-
tition, but competition still exists bctwvon monopolics. J
wvery tine thero is o crisis the weuker companics go to the
wall, so concentration of capitul increases. State cupital

is even wmore monopolistic. In the period bofore inperialism
is roplaced by soc1allsm, the proletariat énd its party will
have to manoucvre in u prctty coanlcated environmeint of diff-

erent clusses.

Snall property owners, shop keepers, 0]f—meloynd businessmaen
are one stctor of the potuv—buu;g.0181o. The big cupitulists
represented hy the maujor political partics arc trampling on
these people 411 the time, while trying with fulse nromiscs
to win them over, These people can be ‘our &llies. «s we said,
our concern is political. We do not belicve that free énter-
prisc is better than mnnopoly:‘for»the snall bourgdoisie the
bright futurc only lies in socialism. We¢ point this out, but
ulso show that we carce ‘about their 11v1n5 stundnrds and suppord
thulr right to continue existing as smull bourgeoisic while we
are still living under c¢91ta115mo

The same, for office workers. Objeetively, all this burcaucracy
paresitic on the cconomy is a product ' of imperialism in decline.
Ye do not approve of it, but living ws we are in the cra of the
death throes of imperialism, we must support the people! Thesec.
office workers too have a right to 1 roof over their heuds.

It is a political matter to dispose of imperialism, and we necd
these wllies to disnose of 1t w5 soon as possible. Then there
will be a good future for all.

To sum up: we must be ready to mukn tactlcwl and comiitionll
alliances with various scctlous of Tho | bourgeoisic as part
of an overall strategy to defeat Soviet social 1moor1allsm and
U5 imperialism, to owerthrow capitalism and cstablish a
qoc1allst state, The 9rolntar1¢t must lead,.and must nov loso
its identity, which is suiamed up in the most concentrated form
in its paurty. The alliance between the industrial prolet-
ariat and ovher exploited wage carners within the working

class as u vhole (making up the lcrpo mejority of pooples is
not conditional or tactical. it is a lasting alliunce which
will continuc through the puriod of scoecialism, rather like
the workor-neausant a111ancn forged by lino and theo Ch1nosv
Coumunist Party.

So, the 0001¢1 contruct has been scen through. We do not have
to tell the workers to- smash it & they ure ulready doing it!
But we must point the way forward to genuine socialism. The
d1s111u81onmvnt with politics and with the two established
partics in’ Britwuin is evident, but fascists and revisionists
can also profit from this us IOC¢1 cliection results in May have
shown. Just to say "smash capitalism" docsn't mean thut much:
Hitler elaimed to be opposea to capitalism and Brezhnev

claims the same thing. We have do put forward scientific
socialism and we have to build alligpees. Just as we have

to take up the gun in order to put an end to wurfare, so wo
have to master politics in order to abolish the stute.

T cont/s ¢,
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We can do this. The working class is increasingly aware that

the bud situation in Britain today - housing, , rents, ecducation,
inflation and deteriorating health service - 18 the responsibility
of thosc¢ who own und céhtrol production .l the stete, while

have pno say or contrnl in anything. 1t is the issue of control
which will galvanise a genuine revolutionary alliance between

all exploited people in the country. No party has yet raiscd

this guestion corrcetly, and indeced, only a genuine Moarxist-
Leninist paruy can.

So comrades, dare we deliy any longer in forging real links

with the working class through struggle; in joining forces and
working for unity und the formution of a genuine revolutionary
party of the working class? We must recognise this us our major
task and struggle ageinst wall obstacles in its path.

bnds
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