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'lhe' -~ cs~ad:es whc st.ro.ngly s :uppa.rt the line of RTL saw. their p.ostt.im 
. U:Ltic.i sed by ~ at the .m.:id-May w:e;ekend school.. lfhera .were some good . 
struggles there, · conduc.ied;),.n a. f~aternal. ' atmo-sphere, but we aam.e. awa3' f.totl 
the scbho~ ttore• not l.<l.Ss) con$c;oo that the . . basi.c ;pae.i.t.:i.on of .. RTL -·u corr-
ect, ' · . , , - ·" · .. · ... , · . · · . · · . 

, ~ is ~J19_t·,· f9-3~~ t.bt; we did not ~aw sel.!-czLt:i.cal... conclus,ioa.S as 
. , a rasul.:tt .5~:( ·:.~e .. OJr.i,.t.:Ld. sns cade of R'lL a'Q;. the school.. The two .. main ones . . 

. -~,~~ :.sb~? ~e .-~t~d~ · , . · · . . . . 
··': . F:L..r~;. we ac.k.Dow.l..edce nnatn~O'"'S}y,_ as i,ndeed• we bad already recngrrt z.&q 

·t' ,_ be:tq.re ··~ ~ol ... tha1l Ulle quaati.on a.f . the nata..Ollal mi nor:lties shoul.d haye •· : 
lle~. band) e.d . oare COlll.prehe.nid..val3. RTL was n.at intended to. be a pro gramme, . :. 
and there,fo·re,. was cans<rl..o~ re.s:t.ric.t.ed ill. scope.;. nevartbel eu, as RTL- ... _. 
~a:ld great, atress an an _orl..entat.i.on -~- the most oppraa.sed, in part:i cu.lar,. ·.~ · .. 
~- the bl.aCk,~d~ Ir:i..sh \vorkers, i.a nu~~- be sa±.d that an attempt to. deal oO.re 
th.Q.rOiughly nth ~;"t;J.~ Lli.nor:i:lt.y 0}2p:re;ssi.on shoUld have been :i,.ntegral. to. 
RTL. , . . ; ' . . . · 

Seconclly, the no¥ers of RTL have to, .be sel.f-cri:U.cal. about not argu:i.ng 
:lte l..ilie , oar e. co~tenitl.y and . til.rml.y.. and ior not, r:l.gh t. fron th.e st:art., 
.r·ealJ.J' t~ an and deLJ.Olish:hng a line-that. O•f the am.endm.ent to RTL-whi.ch 
· we· be~ved·" tq .~· i'Wldam.enta:u.y :t.n error. · · · 

We cons der -~1£ iill.ere nare SOtle very negatt.:ive aspects t;o. the rteek.end 
schoo.l.. · . ·' . . 

Most; o'bdousl.f~ v1e tbd..nk . that the sU}2.pa.rt which. rank and .tJUe comrB.:d~s 
gave t.a. the ane:n~nt. to RTL (hereafter call.ed tlha.t. it a.ct.ually 1.&-the 
al.t~ti.ve t;e.xt.o-A.~) was. :ll.n~rrect:.. Some of t.hat. st+ppQrt wa.S . g:lyen to a 
text. wJ::l.iCh. was s.eeil as s.troug :h.n :h.ta awn r:h.gl:lt;, some, w.e believe, was gi.vm 
to a t.ex.t wlU..cll a};lpeare.d aa the leaser o.f two e.V:U.a, as. :the reaul.t Q;f an 
avers:i.on tQ, some Qi the harsh cr:iU.i.s:i..sm.s and fi.rm conc~uSi.ans contained in 
R'lL • In parti.c~, i.t. was: clear :iL.n the case of the t.w.o London nembers who 
have si.nce 'Qeeri ~el.l.e.d that su:ppor'lt ia.r th.e AT w.as seen as a .fal.l.-back 
posi.ti.on. · No lioubt once RTL was. o.ut. o.f the w~, they v1oul.d' have st.art.e.d ·tO 
dxa\¥: t.h.e teeth aut O:f the AT; neverthe1eas, the fact that. th.ey preferred the 
AT 1to, RTt .:i.s an in.di.cauo.n. thau they saw . .i..ts t~e.th as b.ei.llg rather l.elilG 
ahar.:p .and. wel.l ro.o.t.ed :iul. the :fi.rst. pace.. 

(We w:U.l J>eturn · to crl.ti.c:L.s.e the pomi:tion of t.he AT l.ater; there _i.s an 
iLlP"'rtant:. ~1l:hJict:L..on to be Jaade. between Q;ppo.t:tun;Lst. au.J?.:port fo.r the AT aa 
the ~esaer ot · t:~vo. eV:U.s,. . and the po:siti..on actually em.bod:i.ed in that do<:UlilEil t 
and he~d · by jj.,ts • pr:i:..n.c.i.pLed pro.._po:n.ent.s, . though we believe that the AT 
does ac.tuaJ.:ly ~end :ii.:t.s_e~f uo.J:e re.adi.l3 to. abuse by cor:u-ades who, are beillg 
opportun:h..st.i.e: t.l:J.an do,e.s RTL)• 

Secandl.y ~ VIe co.ns:iJier- th.&tt the debat.e s d:h.d show our argani.zati.on. to. be 
theoreucall.y weak. T1.1o.. examples: w::U.l. ser-ve to. illustrate thi.s. 

One. cou,rade slanmed the I?<ilJ.it.:lc.al. e.con0Ll3 a,f RTL ·and in parti.cul.ar., 
referred siatb:ii.n.gly to, the part. (P.l:., p~a,3 .• ) where RTL scqs, that the. 
capi.t.al:4-at .uas.s a:hns.. ntoo fo.:cce down. the value o·f (the wo-rki.n.g el.ass1) 
l.al»~ pq.wer~~ ·Wha:tt. c~e~~ lies behi.nd thi.a cti.ti..d..su i.s the concept that 
the vaiu.e . · a{')~aboUJ::i, ,.:po.w.er u constant. In fact, thi.s. i.s an o~d error :b.n the 
cano.'Wlii...5.t. -ii:ov.eoent.. · . 

. Ma:rx. s;xya (Wages, Price. and Pro.f:L..t, p.~}, 11 Wha'lt 1the.n, i.a the Val.ue 
o,f Labo.utin& Po.wer? Like. t:h.at m.f e.very o.ther conn.o.di..ty ,_ i.:t.a value :iJ.s de:ter-. 
Dined. by _the quantity o.f labour necessary to. p.ro.duce it.n . 

.. Tb..e· no.rO.al.ly Ullw.rl..t:t.en. and unspoken :In ference which. many, inw:l.uding tli. a 
Conraae., haVe d.rali.!ll. ' .irotl the WQ;rd Unecessaryn U that necessi.ty m.eans a basic. 
aubsis:tence 1:.eve1.,_ ·. : . 'J(:i.~e· enough fo.od. t.o. sustain the abi.li.icy to woJ:it, 
enQugh.· cl.o:thing. and she~te.n ta, ke.a:g the. el.enent.s. at bey), whi.ch. remai.ns the 
sao.e. In fact, the val.ue o& ~abour :p.o-w-::.er ~ vari.abl.e ~ 

*FLP, Beij:Lng e.d,i.t;i..Qn: un:L.e.ss stated o;therwi.s.e .• qua.tat.:lons frou MarXist 
cl.as,s:i..:&s rlili be taken !ran bQ.ok.s :gubJ.i, shad by FLl?, · Bei.ji.ng • 

. ' "t•: · . 

' I 



"l.f t.bi,ta; 0\'lller of J.abo.ur-:-po-w~ wor~ to~ .... to.Qerrow h~ ~at ~g~ 
rep~at .tile . . sane J;?rocess in _~- sane cOJili.4U.ti..oEL.$ as rega±ds :health a.d ait.rength.. 
H:i.s neans ·a.f subs:h stence ·:nustt tlier.~e: be suifilc.i eJorlt to. nain'W.n ~- u · 
b.i.s ~m;~~:. a'ltaitEi as -a ~po.ti1-:4Dg- in.d'ivi..dual.~ . HiiO na:turaJL wamt.s, aw:A aia. t~ .• 
cll.~QilQ€,_ · ;tuu aJ!ld· _hmiu~: VaZI':f a.ucor!d:iL.ng .t.a •. ·the. .. c.liiioarttil.c. ~ .o:tlhar ~·al 
C.Qlllld.il,:bioDs; o:f .hd!..$? cQD..ttr~f Om: th.a other ~.. the El~ ~ ~b., oi .hi..s . · .. 
so...calli_Ejlcit !lEJCessar~ w.amts.,, as. ~, tJina nnd.es et sa:ttl:a.~ -~ ara ~~ 
se:llwes -~; pr<l'd..Wt.it ot h:Qis:fu:m~· davel.o.D.tient._ and dep.@d theretQ_re to, a great··;: . 
e:x.t.ea:tt OJl ''tlh.e . degree Q;( c;i.v:U:i.&\ti.Qii' Q.f a C.Ountr~ J . 'J:l.OJ:e . :Qa.rt:l~\Uar;l.~ ·'cm -~ I . . : 

con.Wl.M1 QD s l.U;lder wb.iL~ and. cqJJLSeq~ntJ.3 _ Qlll. 'ltl;uif., ~b;U:b:s awl degree . 01t cQIJ;f.ar t 
:Ui .wlilttcb.,. ~- cia!~ o;f. ·tre.e .1Jih6:urers na$ ·.b.een·:fame.d. l:Q: ~on:t.racU..st.il1et..i.m · · · 
1there:to:re ifu, the· ccuie- of otiliEm ~muodi.ti.es,- ·tnuet ·ent:~s :i..n:ito:: ~e . de~~W::in.. 
a~ o( tfili ··1ialf.u.e ·'o+~ l.abo~paw~ a; hi.s~a;L -~ ~eA-; eJ...emEuit~ iE~p:~a, --. -:. 
Chapter :~. Vol.t. :t4t'' "Cap:ltal.''":""Progres~:LPubJi eliers·, J.9·'l4:~::~~.): _ _ ·. -- · . : · 

IiCL to,ok 'tbd..S pemt; 'At.· a tirae when British .:tu::q*er:ta-li en .. was i.J1 i.i ve~l" 
s~ p~s:h.~ ~·ar±ti.m -Jt'uliing .c~ Q(ll:Q~e.ca,~ sonevoi -~ d~G\D.ds put 
tor~ b~ the.· W<OJ.rk1im•g CJJ.isi.ss;. o:f Bri.it.ailil;; ·the-se were. l.cong~tem, ll01t. te1;1porary 
&,aOIAS. ._ and throu.glt_ 'ftheo.,.. the VUUe Ci);f l.abour :ROWer here WaS indeed estabJ.i.Sb.ed 
at. a · high~ 1.evd 1tli:llan p.rev.t.ousJ.y,;. It . .iB a,ur case ~t ~rJ..dden Bri:t.:i.ah 
oust • . ' fer :it;s owa· Surv:iL.v~ ; at.rive to.- brillg a;l;)out- such: a: . &eri.o-~ redno:Jth.Q.tL _:ill, 
real. l.iv:!Ulg st.c.'ritaards: felt' tne.· w.Q<U'k.Ulg claSs, to~ -su.c.h a :p.eri~ . o.f tir.l~ • . i;bat'. 
the. ~ a:cc.ept. ~- Une,c_essary wcmtsn far _ l.e~ than the.y consl.dereil. rr.neGe~ 
arl'" ten yea:rs, ago~ In S1bl0r-tt,-:: .:!tJ'::w bo.urg.~fd;e seeks. a p~t reduc't:I..QIIl_ in 
t.he l.abour pow.er <il!f the wor.kiJilg c.&ass o.t Br:ii.:t.a.i.n~ m ~du tc beicGoe ~e _ : · .. _ _ . 
co~eti.ti,j:~ : i'!S~dtianaaJ.yt l:ts reactionary drean ;lS to re-bu:Ud ~s ,\IOrld ., ', i .J 
p<lllwe.r ~ ~.on a:, :~mhi<DBed-. d.Q:r.lest:L.e: :Ge.lse~ _ , . . · . · · , ·~-

our se:oojui exqi.e wa vdl.l. deal. w;i.th, oo.re ~~. One ~~ade 11ut -~~ 
ward .'@a v.lew t.llia:tf the.re are -t.WQ; ~- co~ad.i.ct.il.ona ~ Bri.;ta.;i.Jl...;_1tba:tt b~t.ween: J. 
~ yroJLet·atrt~:t:, aDid the.·· oo,ttrg,eQae, rumd that.. be.1t~GJ:l tt~a<n~\i.om~:uy oli,Pres seq. 
and B.r:iti.:sh. .. :ln!ter~StJ...' ._ · . · · , · . · ', · . 

. TJ:id..s, ~; qu:iLua .~i¥, an' unt:.enabJ..e po4~~&. We ··believe . t.bat .th.e_ coorad~, ,­
d:ld .. :not. want ·'tto conm.it·~ t:o. Ol:l.G: "~- o.tlil.~~ :~· t:ha oa.iul . con.tr~~ti.(tj._ 
and SIO-.B~d~ tih:Ls. f.udga..: b.e~: tlllart.' s ~t i.t -i.S~ There:; ·:Ls · a.l.wcys ·. 
{Ei:XCe:Qt fo.r the brl.:e:.t: aanent:s when. one ·can~diJ,.c1ti..on takes~ dver froa anO~et' ' 
as the na:i.n on.e:• . w~ o~ re p~'ll wa.uJ.d:)bq~ aoow~} .9.!!2 cain ~~- - . · .·. :, 
die~. whioh d~1t:e·rlj1ci nes whaJt ba:.s ~ b.e: dcma a:rtt a1 glv:~ poo.nt; h the pr~-- · . , · :~ 
oeas ol revol.uti.an. ~re Qs::t well. be a JWI>tber ot maJor contracllctions.. . . bU~ _ :·'. -~. 
there ~ o~ be GlDe ii.e;'l.., Olll.e;, ~~- el.se,. de;e.snJ :t C~&a];?<D&d- vd.th real~ , , , : 
i.it.y and J:k'lkes ·no sense P· · c J.oso:Q!Q'caJ,ly~. Ma;o/ ZEadong• w~ hope• wo.ul.d torgl.ve' ,. ·, 
us: •tGras_p th.a oail.a con.t-rad;ii..cti.01il<• and ever~1t:lild..Jilg ial.l.i!J into. place; gra~ ·:· >:. 
tha: t\va tta:fu!t COlili.:tmad:lc:ltljODS~j::d· _ aver~: ;t:aillie. all._·~ . o_v:er. tha ~~~~ .-· .. ___ , .. 

Ho-ane sp.oke u:p, at. the ~ cr:Lti.CJL.S.e t:h.es,e erroneous stateoents,_ .. ,.: 
even a.:f:ter th.e· sec<ilZlid .one had been ~r~- b:f another coorade,_ . 

~se exaoPl,es were i:t.ot picked aut in order to J2.ut.· do.vm the comradea> 
wh.@ a,a.d~ ~- butt 11,o illustra't:e: a p.o.in-tt •. As an o.7ganizat:i.o.n, we. hav.<a col.Jr. 
ect:Lvely. go:tt a ·bi.g job on our hands to re.val.llti.on.::t.z.e o.ur thGH:u·e.~a:L de.vel.­
o:Qnent •. RI!L , g,raSJiB t.batt- It p.oi.n:t:a (pJara.,5• .:R•-6) ~ the ke:y, -theoreti.Gal. 
iU!sks vd.tlm.. wl!ll:ii..cb:. via n.uat. deal; ·fu),fil l;Lm.g 'th.ellte ta~ w:i.l.l, gl.ve us a soUDd 
baS:l.s .for dool j,:ng_ w:L.:th w:ld.er ques.ti.ons.. Cotl.pare i.t. vd:tb the taeka on:_the 
'theor.et.i..cal.. iront se.t. forth :in tha JJa (:para 2., P.e9) • which. aill vd.de.r, _and 
lack. a deti.m:t.a !oeua:.- The; targe.ts are. no.:t; wrong :im themsel.ves• but. exper":'" 
i .ence. SbOul.d )l:ava --,a~t; us by: no.w tha:tt :id we. tr~ 1to take. <OlEi. troo- 0\Ueb at once, 
W.e t1iake a. p.OOir job of· ave-~y~ .. a.n.c;L thS\il. the. wa-:J We -haV~ ~ :groceed i.s 'b:> 
ae;~ ~~d. ob.ja.cti.ves and cl..ear pr±od.U..es,._ so. that we · ·~ 'go ahead s-tep 
b;J st.e:Q •. --. ·. . · ·'· \ ~- -

El!FI 
.. '.lbi.r.dly .... (a.m.d since. 1i:b;:h,m; ~s ·not. _centrul. 1to the po;i,nt;a we nee4 _ \o deai 
w::lth now,. we ~.:tenti.on :it; o~ in :p9.$~h we: oppose tae call to- Gto9P stoc:k.­
:i.Jmg FRFl in NEB.- ~eed1 · eo.oradas have c;l;U;ia,r.en1t e~erjl.en,cea . vd..th the RCG~ 
agreed, 1tJ!t.e-y n:e~c;l t.0 be. eJr?n imed and._ GUW:-e-4. U.:R- 2l()J 'IWiat, WO .~ve a cl-~~- . 
a.1.1~round. J20.si.ti..Q.'Il3;. a~ an organ:ii.z.at:ii..on.. But what wa:s, notably absent; fr<Dt1 the­
c.on:tr:h..bu:ti.ons on tJlJd..S; questi.om wa s a d.evel.opo.eatc."'\l. v.h.ew .•. Wh:lch recognized 



?he RCG as. aiL. o.rgani z.ati.a.n. i.n nnvcuent. 11.1 s no, liica.cret tha:lt auong th@ cou!'­
.rades ~ today ~ee the. RCG :Ln. a very Ji-Q;~'Ve ligb:t., there are vari..ous. 
c.r;L~dt~'fi ·of 'lili.eo., nn.d sblarplJ' o}l:gom..ug v.h..ews QJl. certro..n questi.ons-for 

. emp~a:;:_- ·~· €d.r conduct. dllr.img ·"tihQ Hunger Str.iake~!,_ But ;Wiaat taeee cCriirades ·.:-· .l. 

b.a.ve .in corinol;. ;i.lit;_ a :ge:rcepti.on of ali1. · CilJrga1iJ•j;?J.a .~:~ whdi.e11D:b.~· a$ ~ trcwU,slcyi..at . .,. ::. 
and :Jua ~adualt;( ·oa~ ·away frmn that. pOJsi.~;='·~~~ 'iievi· 1essc)~s -. an:d '; ·:; ' · 
el:abora:ltin.g posi.tl..ons wh:Lch hel.ang f:irJJJ.y in the ii.el.d of Marnsm.. They<·mey · 
yet, 'lt.ake. a wr.ang. ca.urse, hti.~ 1itJe. f91e1t. :ll_s ... :tma,t: th.ey have . eubraeed ~ · :QQ;si.~ 
ti.a~ wh:ii..cll were once :g.e.nulj.ar- 116 :ciur'·:noveritin.t.t --a.n.d. we ;;ijb.o_ul.d VleJ..cone ~ 
dev<lll.a:go.ent., fo.lna · na:lt treat: th.ea wi. th . sec~ cqn.clescensi.on. 'rhe RCG have 
nav~ .. $d. vqlt);, no:we; ~'ve a'Chi.eved q_lti..te. a bl.:~ · :iil t.ha , proo~_ss, ~d our 
hailll!.sl sho.Ul.Cl go : out to 1ili.ci:i~ · · . ·. : ~. : -. . · , . ·. . . · ·· · · ~ · ·. , · ,;_ : · · . 

As f .ar:; c.onrades wh9 ha:'ie m.ade cr.it:i..q.uas of tthe.:h..r il?Si.t.ii..ans. Q1l . woo& tmd ~ .·-
• ~~~~~eo and .. found. th~1ro he ~usJi.;£. lla.we:d (ru:L.d , ~ara aea:m.. d:ii.:fierent · ··;. 

v:ii.e;vuB.: .exLB.;t. !¥1-?li~( us on the .str<angth a-:t -~e. cri.uc:i• sis bade.) • what ·moUld be; · 
:gaute.d out- 'jJ{'~·t_ W~ ha'Ve.:'taken 1Ul;e; ca;rr~;Ct p.o.urse ot ' i:iak:ing a crjo.1t.;i.q.ue 
a.f : ts.e. ~trange.s:t :Qo;si.:'\:titona: on . the 1...Eift on t.l:J.e.~ q.ues.ubn.S, and :i..f we can l?P · · : 
b.att.~; then w.e. uU:st. ,;a'clci:l.o'vi:I!.Eic:ig·e that: . the strong w.o.rk i:lon.e. hy the RCG gave '::. 

·us a s~1t whi..cll. weJ d hatY'e. ~ed .,to. S014.6L e.x.i1e.n.1t; i..f tb.ey had not ex.i.Ja,t.ad. . ,. 
At. :Q~eseni:, .. · :ltih-eli:a1. :s. no:th.i.n& ful,, .. sug:g~sir. t.lil.at me: . RCQ _ wo:ULcl not. listen tci; our · 
Cld..:it:Loi sris. ancl. ·at .. 1.Eaa:s.t.. di.ve. ·then aar£ous. c.owaiLd~n·ati_,qii, .. 'W:ii,.cb. ia UQ;re '·than 

- "Yte.: coul.d f3.~ac.ii; !ron J:l.OS:-:t, of the · 1.aft. ,'But of . CCJ;urse, :lf WE;} .'were. to '«iahark . 
. en.: a · cl:=j.aiiJogua uth tl:ll.e ·RCG ab<iut o.ur cti:ltii c:L.sns a;:[. then, i:lt W.o.u1.d be. Ea.sseJ;.- .~: 
.tial. t.a put. our owr.li. ho..l.i:ae in <ilrd~ :th..rs1t. · :, :1.- ·.;:;; • 

- . . - ~ . . .. ~ 

Th.e CC M:lllloti.t;i Li.pe 

-~ g,re.a:.'t r::l.Bjoti.ty C),f c.ol:l.ra'Gie.s at the w.eekend aehoa~ SUJtpcrted a llne 
:put.. forw~d by a; 1Ullori.1iy o:t: th.e. CC. That.. Olbnotity fop;iu)..ate.d th~ p.o;si..tion 
a.tter ti:\l.e.l''.d t1ade a ·crl.ti.que of RTL•> We hope. that the. cr;(t.i.d..m:ia that.. we 
make o~I the~· :Po~m:tti.on Vr.U:l -n.ot om::ley. nel.p. to- defeat; the erro'neo,lilS li:mLe i1i 
reJi-r~se.n:tt.s.1 . out; .ti.ll aftflxn tlli.e Sot.r.e:ra;e;tlhs. o;f a.ur :gQ;s:t.:ttion;. furthermore,. that 
tl:!Ley vdll h.el..p us to e.l.aborata tli:at posi.ti.on · further j.n the future. . . 

~he CC I:li.nor:lt.y line i~ ol:d.efl.y r(!l;pi'esented by 'ltlJ;e do-c-uaents,_. 11R-e~ri..En t­
ate the L~ue. :tor '~the .Tasks . of t-l:le - Monen~A Cr:i:t.:ic:lsu" (Rlllo-AC.) and the 
Al.~e.rna1t.i..Y:e Text (A!i), ~.As thi.s · ~ec. draws on. earlier articll.es,. we .~ have 

{ cau,sec . to refer to then · citen.s:lveJ.lr·: . 'ITh.e Ro.ots. o.f Res:lstan.ce•• (InteriEl· TJ 
No~+"> •. 11~e Sit.rUgg~e a..f National:· MJUlori.ty Pe(l)Jpa and the Li..ae of the· RCL"-
( "Octob.ern ~o.~Y ···a:rui HRac:ls:t, Naiti.cinal. Opp;ress:ion and i'ree Nat.i.ona~ · Dev.e,J...-:. 

--~· .O:Jil:l.etltn ( 1l0ct:o;beru. No-,2;)-:-a.bllev:l.ated re.spect:lvely to RaR• SNMP• an.cl' RliO $o~:· · 
" .. ease of reference, ~he. arti.cl.C$ foJ.l..owed one an(j)..ther· in succe~Si.qn;J: but.', fiooo 
. , our pOi.n.t . o:t 'Vi.ew._ they do Ro.t; re.prell'reJ;l~ 'll;he.. uo.re and UOJre Il1erfe'C.t. e~a. 

.. ~- o:.t a ~e: oo\.l:Jmd ba.:ld..a line • . o.u,r . vi..e:w ;U tllat tbe :f:ii-:s.t tli.U'ee, ~it.i.c:Les 
cantad.n an: l / ~. ~:a:~,..$ Q,;[ tite uitiona],: .. rrl.lwr:L:lti..e.$ and their I ~tr\lgg!.es , 
wJi1J.:t.ch is ove;rwheltrlt'll\g)cy carreet:,. hut. "tthear have; secondary wooknes.se$~ -·~. 
~ ~e ·prOll.Q.unccd a.s they w~t an. -~e~e ·fo,und their full expres.si.:t$1

; , 

in. thlfr do·cuoents pu,t; ;tor~d by tile. cc - n:n~ty. : · 
!fo el..a:bora:ite: The art.i...cl.e.s in. tliJu~ -inteti.tl !fj and "'Octob.ern_ pu:t forward 

Wild established the iollow:i.ng. cor.rect.\p.asit;i.aus:- · <. · 
. If~ dablm.k.ed tlie con4e.pt. of "racen a.nd :sho.wed tialat .the rOo:~s of ra;c:ls:l 

lie in. t.ltJiei ¥l:per:i.al i st; op:pre:s:JSdi.on o.f th.e. ,);,a.Ilds ' o.f a.rl.g:i..Tm.. of th.GJ. oa:t:ioi!l.lla·l 
m.Uwr:i..ti~ They ahoWJed tbait b1.ack peQ;pJL.e in. Br.i.tai.n (as well. as. others~., 

· ~on. ~s~oJtpres~ l.an.ds) :not on.lcy . suUerGid nat;lOJill:al. . a._ppres~ 
in their 1.a.n.as of ar:i..g;D..Jn;., but eoDtiaua. il:Q, face. i..it b.ere=" (We aclmaw~e.dge tl:llat 
ref.erel:lc.e- mau.l.d have been oa.de 1to Wl..s in RrL.,_, and tb.i.s oni ss.i.on ahou.l.d be 
r~~~d) t ~ey adVCJCaite.d free nati.~ dweJ..o,:pt:WDt for tba naitJ OiDal .I:ti.Jb. 

· ·' ori,t.:i.as,. and jind.icait.~ 'lthatt t:l:lcLs co.ul.d' o.ll13 be. ~ented wi.th itha v.i..o:to.ry 
o.:f the .socia],i st.; re:val.uii.:L..on... · ~-

- These are. po,sJ.it:i ons w!ad..Cll. we. ful.l.y SUJlport. • . We. bel.:i..eve RTL to be. ful.ly 
. . ~OD[lati.bl.e: vdJtlt. them, aM.. that. i.:lt corract.ly md.:icat:.e.s t:ie. ar;i.QD.t.at.1.on.. we 
. :.. ne,ed u.o, aqont. :oow u w.e';re to get on Wilth f.o.rging .t.he· vanguard .party \Ulbd..ch 
- ~. wci.l.JL. lJil.ad th.e. sit.r.ugg1.e.s:~ o! alJ(. the O'li·Fe~ t.o v:lct.ory • · 
~ secondary asp.eo.t,_ wh:L..ch we o:g:PQse, · ~ be. sucirl.ed \111 as ~- se.v:~amc o 



. . ~ -
.: -"' 

of ·tae aJ.as.s; and Jiiat:loDal . llltruggl.es trou. ~other, aad a. do;~ o;t 
th.a fo.t"'lQr• · Desc J20si.1tl Ms· are ~t esaxmt:l,al cor.I:liOllG:Dits o.f what we b.~eve 
b. be a carro~it poSLt:lon on. the nati.oMl D"iinori.1li.a$. and sbo·ul.d be 'cl:lacarded. 
as. q .erfl.uous· "to, that; p.o·s:L1tlon and ha'n:ll.ful. .iro th.a real,j z.at:loil o.f our 
a,bj_e.c.t.i.ves, . · ·· .. . · 

EvOl.U.UOn of .A.n. E£~oli.eo\ls PQ;si.t.i..on. 
' . 

n'Jhe etWrgGUCG . of ~e. <arroruaoua poslt.i..oa u t.t-aced 'beJ.o,w.- .lt :ls nec.eseat' y 
1to trace i..1t back b . :Lts o~ a·s i\ has had a l.oag t1ao to.· ~ain it~el~ 
:Ln. c.oor.ad.Qs.' : .. tiDimki,iwg .u'f.'ihout; b.~ cbaJlenged. ~t :le ~· i;t ~ :fo'Wld · 
rea~ acc.op.~e w Jdt'IU.:a o:gpo,Q.~ in 1-ta ~·sit b.J.~11-- .fori:l 1n· ··.~- be 
trl.m;ari,~l S pom:i.:ttlaa,. \bo~ WC cone:ld<iJr .1.11-. 'ttQ. bo : \$':'"L~fd.JU. fi. ~ : . . 

· In. Roil,:-tko relaitl.onsh.ip between ~~ss ~ naUcoual &V~gle w~ geDen\llY: 
han<ll.ed V er'$; WeJ.l. ( 0~ J look ~ i.-its ~O:.tcl.us;lqn:aJ• }IO:WGVGr I thoro tlrO sJ..Qw· :.·· 
of ua:t. was -to ~for e~n·p:t.e:, t-ko refor~e {parn.6:.,t>.Wi ·to· ~·tu .· · 
struuJ_e o.f · the w~k.:i..Jle. cJA.sa. again.st :Lite e~lod.ta*i.oa ~· @.o- sku~gle. ·o.f 
thG maUonel . ~ri.t:le.s agajizurlf aati.onal. opur~&tioae 

'llli:L.s we.lll:; . roJ;taa~ed u SNMl?t. bUt th<il- sept,U!l'lti.Qa bptwe® these ' tWo, struggl-es . 
bQcao.e- ~~- (il.Q.~le•11·twin Ja>~~ o.t· roai...e~oo. 11 Tb.o s;Lgni.~tallCJo of tb1s 
i.e 1Ula.t . itho , do~ti.On.e· o~ pu-t tf;)l"wa:-\l wore wroDg,. a»d tbon taoso · : · · 
i.nC<OirrQ~~~ d,.e~ed H-tw:in. stroauo" were ~u.ti.d.all.1 se}2aratcdp ~ a re~ 
neta~~ w~, · .. . , .. ' . · · · .. · , .. 

'".ihe',.*uial..e ot the WQtk\ng .cl.a:ss11· ch..~i.J.' ~ea.XU!i . :i.Jl· ooatoxt. the . ·: c . · ... 

strUGgl.e ot ~- najGJ!i..t.y, whit.c wo,rkin& cl.asst, :tt~o ~r.uulo of the nat.i.Wil ; 
o.i..nor:Lt.i.eau · .i.s cl.earlcy &. aU7cJ.aas ~, facit tba~ \hQ: ~'t.i onal n1 ~tQ 
w~ blJa.s·s .pa:rt.1Uti.;p~; ~ ~ugghs aa l:l~t. ot Ul.~ work.i..ng cl.ass ~f . 
Br.l.tad.rl.i :la ·~·.· aa ·~~~~.ir.r.cl..uvan.t; ~ tbi.a ~e:la. . 

SQ. ,,\Vhat :ls the ''s'lt.rueel.o Qf \he naJont;y work:i.lle ~MuJs1 ·OJ.oa.rl.y, i.t :t..s 
viewoq as an. oeoJ~WI:tln o~"aeu.nst i.ts ~t~tion.u l\Y contraet, ·1tbe 
nati,o~afjl.. nii nor:h..1t,i.Q;s• st:.ruggl.e j.a :&<iJJ.i.t:lcaJ.. ... n@S~st national,. opprossis .. tt. 
5~ · );).calt{ QmJ.y are t&o clasa ~ aa.t:l.onal. s.t:-U(SGl-Qa so~arato, hut the. :tlrst · ia 
GJ.c~ •• ~. flll'l th~ acacand. :i,a,. poiliti.caloota. se.~ lil~J)ara~ baa. ~Qa. plaee~ 
• .:l In tacit,. ttho w01rki.Dg olA• aa .a wbol..o :ls both oxpl.o:Lte.ct and c.pire.saoli"" , . 
:lit ia O.x;!p.r~<i ~ b.cd.mlg d~Qd ~ oti~ti.VG. doai.sti..en r.lald»oo:wor oN~, .. ~\/· 
iu ~~· -u.to, ~ . b~ ~ootc;Jd to a ba:ttter}' ot li\wa; t<J kee}) :1.~ in plac~ 
fDld ~- najor· se.ct.i.ons of 3..~ hGl.1.ag baxt'~sed ~ tll:~ sta\o •. whethtar b1 the· 
p.Q].;Lce, the DR.SS · G~.r .sOna. oth.~ bQ.~. 'ihOisa , aect.1..Q<J.lS of ·the lla.j_o•r.it1 wo,ritiag ..•. · ... 
claaa w~"vo had U.e. Woll:'adt ot \bi.G .oppreaa9Jlll. Wi.U. goaera.Ily_ 3.dQ:A1t;:L.t;y t~~ ··. 
reac;l.ily •W;lth .black p.GO.pl.o. au~~t<a.d to .. s:Jni]e,r :\.J;'ea~t e~nd wo.t'llal. fOil' ~t.l, . 
~e•·s . :oo~ -~ bar~ l:l4Zked nuat.\,onal. strueel-e Olll1 tkla ulde•h s:t.n~t.l• 
~.'\be gr~t llS.jo.r.Li;y ot utt.o~~~al: Ji.UD.o.ri~ pconl.a are wor~ ~~ tiu 
\h.cq take-~~ :hmt St.ruge;l.et.:~: ld..dtl: b1 ~o. v4.11h ~bG.r§ · o;f ~ JUl'-i.onal Q&j~· 
orJ..~. :i..t ;ls :ru:rtt as an e~.e~ ot ~BQU d~ty ~ \he w.tti.ona:J.l1 op.p,t'ePed · ito the· 
onea fac;i.n:g c.la;sa; o:rmr(ilS;~ it'll out. o.t coma~ al.aae iat@e~t., · 

.lfh.i.s :L..s Da·t to. de~ tb:a:tt the; lltli'ltl.ol:UU. td..no.ri,~a hne re(\cd..ved scant · 
sup.pOJ::tt ·iron. tlm.a IJ.aj_or.i.t:y wo.rldJlg . ~~·. 't_or 1UL~ a1tritggl.ea. ~ :l.t :Ls OS.S• · 
<a»tdal -~ oomnm-hst:s work · too bu:U.d th~:pol.i:t:lc.al ~l:Letless and org~ 
izatl.il.omi. thait can cb.ange tbiat.t· 'Rho »'?int ·~ ..:.~·; :ls ~· ~Q. :ls ~, Great Wall 
be'tween ·:the. Class· tm.d l:Ult.i..•m.d sl.rugg.l.es,. n. e;lthQr/er ·• ~~e b~twoen e.lass 

1 and utit>nal. •ltPr~a.e:Len. anc1. 'ol.ass and ua.t:i•~ .i.doa.t.l~ .cx~ept t•r _:the 
· dogaa:t.1.stte ot our own orosJm:i za~ · ·· 

. Bu:tt IJOre. ot W..:su\fi!:Wll.t f ~ t . . 
FO<r .·~ OC b.ajo . .r:JL:ly, ,__ the. $trugg;L.o. o.t the na1ti.enal rrl.ner:lU.as is . at; a 

:nore· ad.vanno:d,,. nrire o~<ar~ pol:Utlcal. ~E.lve1. than 1tbat •i tho. cajer:l~ ~ 
illg, -class,. But ~se. ~ugg,l.e.s b.a.V-4} a 'Vital. point. •t junc't.l.Dn i.n the lliBUtnai 
nino1":U.y WD~ ~~:, and ~0 :Poin.ts o,f jmw1tilon between the caj~ 
w.orld.ng ~ss. nnd tJ'.Tdi..s .S:Q.e.iti..an.· o.i tha. iliS.tialilla'l n:ia:r.orlue.s ·are net; •ll..l.y :in 
tha.c coonon ex;pGri..eD.C.!:i:B> o£ o:rmr~cm and cx:gl.OLii..ta.ttlOE1 .~ ~ workp.lAc~s, 
but m p:na~ eJq~~er;l~ w:l.th -the- sttato ou.tSilde the. · workplac.a, Wi:U110ut ov.er~ 
sta'lti.ng ~· m,portan.ce,. we:: sJ;no.uJ..d w.dcooa and encour~e eVQ:Ey rmn;, f~:tl. on 
o.:t -vinrikijng cl.alfi;ai rofd..aitanca.,: '~v~y :1.i1ttl.e advance in consd-o.usnaas. In 
,9at"tl,cuJ..ar, l.lilok.i.ng .,~ ~U- the ~p~a; O# ~9&lt WO SOO wbi.te WOrk:i,.ng ClaSS 

., ,. -



) 

_peo,pl.e, ru,..d nl y you.ng._ ~. to th.o. s:ttroo.-'lt.s aud. co:a:trontililg the. ;poJd.c.e;., . ; · 
!alla.wing, a l..ead. g;lt.ven. by ~~ak y01u.th. ~he, y:@U'ii;.'a shared CilX.parienc.es a.f pol.­
i.c.~ hnrassucmt.. (a.lbca.:tt to . • ier<mt do.greaa), and decided they wouJ..dn'1t go 
al& 1ta1:t.illg i.t;. Two .. strands: of et:.ruggla ~ together and were interwoven in 
the !aca o . .t ~c C0Lltl01l ~ ~· ~b;is :ls the. oort o.f soli.d reaJ.i.t.y JJm Vib.i.eh 
it.b.e stand of .RJIL ilfi! foundo.P.• It · i:S., however, :rather :in.vonven:il..cnt if you soo 
the nat.i,olllc;'U. and. 'Class. at.r~g~<as as r:ig:i..dly . se.para-ted. and . .. cWWAgrac].e:; the 
struggle. o.;[ th.a··raa.jor.i..:ty \Vork:Ln8 cl.ass by rel..egat:h.ne; :il.t. to the e.cono!D..c. 
sphere. . . ·. r . . 

.· It i...s tt.herefora no:tt ~r:lsil:lg t.lma.:tt wo. read i.n SNMP(para5. 1 p.~6), 
111Jlli.e. U~s w.ore. a ne.V('' ,s;liage h bl.ack resi.s~co, focussing on a see1t.i..on 
enterl.ng 1th.e siutu'ggl.e ·~ ~orco,, the ~o.ss:essed,. the. WQ;rkJ..oss and cJ'rininal­
:lz.e:d youtf4 .BJ..a~ )"OUth. ~ Bri.st:oJL and South.al.J_ contronted the :gol.:Lc.e. Du:d.JJi.g 
the suouer, hlack ;yo.uilhm\ti. aJ.1. na:iul. d.:ftias ro;se u:g a:ga:ins.t tbe poJ.:le(i)• the 
mst. il::loccli.at:.e tar~ et aJilci· scyuool.. of rac:i.st- opprosmcoaa •· In. soue 12l.aeee,. sucJm 
ms ~QrtetiJJ., m:ther so.ct:il..ci#£ oi eoc=h.ety ·were un:iL.te.d behind their ~.cadcrsbip. 11 

In. f.ac{i:t the :"J2ri m nJS,.S· Vi.~e alSO a lil.O.W stag a ~ t.l:Jla Cl.aSS strugg}:e :l.n 
Britain, :ln~dUCJ!.ng. an ~$urrecti.onary cl.ene.nt wh:i..cn Jma.d be.en la.lrge:Jcy absent 
at. ;Least; sinti'e2cnar~. p.erha)}S c.ax;li.er ('ihere- w:e.rc. sQl:le ox..ee:pt:LCUAS, ovm 
aarly in- thii..£ century, · py.t: reJL~.ttLVe.l3 · :ar1al ]i .ooal.e onea) ~-npy.cy p.o:i..nted the 
~ forward for the wo-r.kji.ng al.ass; .. neet force with forc.eT"tak~ tJme road Gf 
j!JQ!AUrrec:t:i.~} But. wl:ild.:lt~ pa.r"tlc.i..J2aiU.De. :fm.. the U.J2Bi:minga are presunabl.J" wbat 
are ~1:1 referred to. €uS;_ "o:tlh.e.r sc.c:tt.:il . .ons of soc.iety•• :in th:ii..s art.i.c~e. In 
ia.ct.,. wlildLte. :p.eo};ll.e ~o!J part i.n th.e up.r:h...ID.ne.s i.n large nur.1bers,. as Bhovm 
ey the ~c.U.s that:. s.ou~. <>.cCc:urccl. 1» t:own:a. w:i.Jlh a very; soaJ1J. bl.ae.k po:puJi.ati..on 
to·. g. ~tone, ';in ~61ft;) . and that. me J:l.:'tjon:t.y of :tili.o,sa~res:tro.ct u Br:i~.x:to.n. 
were wbdl.t:.a. . 1 ' . . . 

'!be s:axl.e. ~·~t;:urs :Ln RNO {:ttara,a,. p.llH where Ut.ho snnner 
l98l... unri sings" a.I'El: · ' · d a oanii £es1ta.t:loo. o1nthe struggl.e o.f the . oppressed 
na11;1onaJL. oi.norlt:los\'•th buif; t!l:.e tendenci.es indi.cated in the earlier art:Lcles 
~"'le devel.opoo :lturt~~ Row we rood 'ttitlla:it raa.i.srJ. created Han al}iance1 however 
~arary, sbdi..f'ft;l.ng ajul. con.trad:i.ctory,.. ootwoon the el..asses of ("the) oppressor 
na1ti.On.,.. . d:lre.C:lted ag~ ·the. n - -:o.ppressed nati.onalj:ft:les. 11 

There: . i.s linO. d:ii.it~en.1tla:tti\ . .on ·here b.eii.we.e.A.L. sact.i.oo.s o:f t1llua working cl.ass. 
no indication tl!;Jiat .;rAm sn -has a: stronger b.ol.d :\.n aooe atra.-ta 1t.ban o~s.. 
.ul.. we a:r~.J..et.t; ut# . .i,s; a un:Uoru rad..s1t ll~SS~ Her.·e :la t~e :o.ot ·O·i tl:he 
stateoomm :u1. t:Eu~ A~'(par~lZ. ,.. 12 ~3· ) thatt,. "!he .Engl.i.slik w.o;rk.:i.llg cl.a.as is 
~· w.o~ ~sS~~· an oppre~or lla1t.:ian a:wl i..s ~.ou~ iobued wi'th, raqLst 
i.dool.o.~~~~Surel.7 Oo1ff · orga:ni zati.on ~ul.d mvc enough experi.ence of WQ.rk .in 
the oajarl.ey :p.roJLqtfor:Lait ita know tblat tms i.s not true, and ~hat, whil.o raoi.st. 
:ldeoJ.o.gy lll?.rs; .. · ba:nEd. a.1 · OJ?· infl.um~e on ;l. :tt,_ ~re are indeed advanced, .. I;Ji..Wll.o 
and ba~ward _el.. . · s JIJl. the IlaJori.ty w.ark.il;lg class and .iL£ we caul..d D.Qt. 
COJU'Ill.it on. ~aJ;.ly,:}~ . a ad.vanoed. in future., then. there can be no. real. :wtvpo of 
wi nnj Dg tbc war~ cJLasa .IBURJ2ort fer fre.o. nato:il.oaaal..- deve~opncnt about which 
BNo 1i3J2 oaks• \ .· · .. .· · · . · . 
. In:d.i.dml:3· · · · 'i 1t;hQ. p31~p.t.1..on ·:!oJr bre.ald ng the: nrE.Ld.st alJiianc~11 

. 

sho~ be not-ad . ; ~.r. Mutua.JL r~g!:d~ o~ ~Sta tw01 struggl.es ~Q;:f . the 
w:orl£iJlg clallU13i . o.f ~ naitii.onal. tuD.OrJI.UG.S~-o.ur IJ.Ote), tac.il.:i..tated by tlm.o 
~e:aaDce a.i no . .s~ of. tfuu•opprossad l'Jlatiooalii t:lo..s ::iul the wOJ:"ld.ug cl.ass caop 
(A b:lt of ~o., . aa wa. aha~LJ. s:ec!-our c:oment) , . can str~ngtb,en each by 
de:sitr0;~ tbJ.e; iac:i.s:t; aJ.lianca." IJ2he favourabl.e c.ond.i.:ti.<m.$ :for·· tll.i.$ are 
indj cate:d.,. and 'bhcn follows,. · "The: catalyuc eleo.elllrlt :ium. ithis. m..tuat.i.ollll. wou.l.J. 
be a ro:valnt.:4.on.itry a·J: u ance b.e"t.we<m the; working el.a.aa and the national .· 
~r.i.ti;i..e;:s.U. QQ we have. 1i.he. bizarre l.oe;i.c oi; tii.rs~, o.:a:tabJdsh a revol.u.­
t:\enary aJJ; ia~ee,. :follovv · thait by ·r::w.tua:h. rc.c.o~t..il.on., a.n.d th<m break the 
r~ al Jtian9el Surel.y, tllle. :arop.on<m.t.s o!i tl:r:i....$ mvariagatea "'racis-t; aJ.l. ... 
~" ·l:ii.ne have; g.o,:tt t.:ElJ:iLa; back "to front.? H0WO¥or,. U the~ m;tart frOil. the 
atand:goint; of tl;aore being SllOhL a rad.s:lt:. alllal'lii:Ce.,. whi.cb nus.t be br<illten if 
a revolJ.tt:i~onary ~. :il,.a. t.o he: :to.rt::Lad, them. they run u:p against the p,ltOb-
1-eo.. a.! their own anal..ysi.s., for ~Y then have. to point; to 1thc key o.l.eo.Gll.ts 
wbo. id.ll in:Lt:ta:lt;e the b.reaJd,ng of the; urac:i..st all;i anceu.~Le~ a l..arge:i.sb. 
lWI:lber of n.ati.on.al. o:llnor:ii.:ty, workers., and the rel..a.ti..vcl.y snaJi 1 nuobor ot 
~s a .f th.e Llaja~v w.orking class who. arc l.east i.nil.uauc.ed by raci.~ 

' ' .;t ; "::/ 'Y'r " 



w~ckarG> oo~e~ it:c. $011 dari se W<U.th.. ~ ~ ~ to-~ OlJL ·itli:rua 
• , s.ta.ite~:l.e, 1. · t:h_<a. QJL.QUeJtd.a j~ni!·it:.ea:tted by R£L l 

. '·S:ldca ·.~ side vath. tha down_p~ o.f tae working el.asS as a wboJ..e. go.es 
. - ~-ro-owr:i..itft.ng o.~ b:la.ta:cy to. eJ..ava,~ the inportanc.e -o.f the natJ..ona:l st.r~gJ.C 
w::l~ ®UliJl:t"ri.a.s ·in paat; revol.ut10llli.SiRNO, para 2, J;?.l2..): · 

. . j . ,~e Oc1to.ber Revol.Uti.on was the prwuc~. O;f the al.lianco hetw,ecn the 
pro~l0;~~d . th.a pp_pre;s.sodnati..ol!W w::lth:tn Uho Russian e:apiro. ~e Ch.\nosc. 
rcvo1..uti:..oa was bttseild on. a ca-orcl:i~JJ.ati.oa hetvoc.n the atru.ggl.e o.f the who.l.e 
Chl..ncse po.op.Jl.Gl and 1the strugglo.ca o . .f China's ai.nOrity natlomaJ.:it:les ag~t 
liaJi!,_ ~~~ n , . . . . . 

. :~ .· .; : · liOJw: tlti.Si .bac.ks .up., '!the po:si..t.:i...!iln of RNO and of the CC t:d.nority a~ably. 
· .Unf:ort.unat:c::l..Y)- jJ;ts net t;-uo, 'fho work.~Jica.sant aJ.Hancewas the key· to the 
.. success o.:f tJ;a.O Oc.tob.er Rovolo.u'tth.on• crystal..:J.j.aod as i.t was at ;f;irst in t.h..e 
Solti..ots o.:t Worke.rs•and Sol..di.ors• De}2.U.t:los (the Ya.St oajoti..ty o! th.o soJ...cl:i.cr s 

· bcl.Llg trou. the· ]t?easan~y),- Near~ ~- the IJain een'tres of the Octo.ber Rev,)-
, .. ~on. wore :i.n. Great. Ru.ss:Lan areas, apart ~CiJO Tasltlken'lt in Central. Asi.G4' an cl 

sono }l!arit.s: o! the Caucasus. (..1e"'tt:lslm sa:U.ors did Rl.a:¥ a sh.gni fiCG'1llt rol.a in 
l?ca'ltro·g;ract,, :il.ts true). ~- of iho iorc.cas whi..ch s.et out ear};y on to/ srJ.8.Elti 
trho BoJ.sh.o~ were ae'ttually based on one o.ppress.ed na~ali:ft,y or ano\hG.l';. 
r~c:ttii..onati..os Used the ~ natti.onaJ.. eon'\tradi..cti.Oll.S t.o raob.i li z.e SU}2pO:d; •"' 
Coiasaeks tm:dor Kra.snov,_ Es'ltotP.an,. Laitv:lan, L:fl..thuanian and Polish. re];!Ubllca;, .· 
itho Ukra.ini.an Radat tJn...e Transcauc.a~ Mer;iiebev.h.ks and. it.J!Ile ' flhrcos U!ill.dczr tbto 
Eo.i.r o:t: Bo~a. The Oc:ttoJ::.er RevoJ..ui;.i.o;n was. -t.D.reatenod wi-th· destruci;:i.on 
hceauso o.! time. ~ogaocy o:t: ~sari..s.1t na:tth.OJi:IJ.a1 o].>pro:as:icn;.. to a eer.ti\i.n oxtont,_ 
the coJl.Ul.t<'.r-rovol.uu~ .forc.osnwere abJLe it;Q; oolxi l::i ze on the bas:Ls o! COJ..~ 
trad:ii.c..t:iorus.; ' auoamg na;ltJ~na.l:t..:lti..e.st, oJ;• to C0n.v.il.nce a scc:ltlu:~n. o~ the oppressed 
:tma:ti.on.s 'tthat: t.hei.r struggl.o aga.i.rus,~ O];lprof!sdi.on. had indeed to Htf!ke the · iOO:'Il 
o:t a at.ruggl.c bcrl:tweo.n nati.onali.t:li..&s~· t\:o be u.a s1t.rueel.e oven against "1Uu.; 
suborcl:iimat~ al.a..sse:su of th.c Greait Russ:i.alll lilJ<l.tll.o.n. To conbat th:l.s2 , tbc. Bol­
.slJi:av.Lks on. ~ ono h..ruld advocated. a progranric of sral.f-detorrnJW:t.i.on and · 
full. nat:iu;>nal r.lghtsj encl on the ot.heE, ap];!eal.ed to the !RlWl!USJacl:x:elnss:m::Ji 

· toi.l.itng ·and opp.ress~d c1.ass:cs vathin the oppressed na1ti.OD..G aD.d na:tti .. onal.:l~o-s 
for c.lass oo)Q.dari-Y. again.st: the opp.res:sing cl..asses of al..l nati.onal:Ltios. 
I it; \o0k ye;;q:s to ro.so~vo til.c na1ti.onal.. questa.on :im the. Sov.iet U.n:lon1 and, 
:i.nd.eed,. 1!;hc.ro.l s a atrong, case. !or _ .aayi.ng that. the: soc:iali.st So:y;lo.t Un:Lon 
ne.ve.r ful.l.y l:lSOJi.iag<ae to clo so,. and this was a :oajor fact.or i.n :its downfall. 
(But that) m. another arguuc.n.t; •••• ) (SQ.e prac'fti..cal.ly ·any s~o,tis book on 
the. Oetober Revolnti..on~try E~~ Carr' s hi.sto:ry o! U, ·for a start o!t). · 

l~s r<agards: China., RNO i.s on. eveJ:il .. sbaki; er . ~ro.un.d. The CPC was .folllillded 
by Hans and b.'ll1.Jlt ,alu.ost. oxo.llusi.ve.l.y in Ilan areas; nearly a1.l the early 

-.. Red Bas0: Araas were j.n. Ran eoml>'try. 'Jlhe Long March took t;he. Red Aruy through. 
soue nat:ii..aual. n.inori..ty are.a:s. where ttho seeds ot future ccitliUun:l.st; work were 
sovm, a:Ji..though :hn a.t l.eaa1t one instance, th.e. Red Amy was at~ed by noober s 
at on.e o.f tb..o J::li:imoriti.e.s ( ano branch a.f thC:l Y:i..s). 'rh e. base. area arc Wild ~o.nan 
:iuleor12,arat:e.d part o.f the Hu:i. are~ o! Nj.ngxi.a;_ i.n tne. ~940 1 s,a.nt:i.-Ta.panc.sc 
has.e; are.as Ucl.udad Korean. i.nh:abi.t.od z:..ones :iul the Nor1th-w.es.t.. Neverthe:less~ 
th(! Co01::1uni.st: basca anong th.a n.a:ttianai -~ri.t:li.esw.as tiny._ and the .strug&1.os 
of the nat:t..onal. r:D.n.or:il.lias :p::laye:d a rel.ati..vcly. n:il.nor ro1e · in securine the 
\.i:L..e1tory oi the Chi.n.ese ·rovolut:Lon. In. q.ui..te a Dlli:l!b.er .of casas, national 
m.non:lt:i .. es o:n:Ly CanG• :iJ.n t:oru-Ji w:ith. the Cor::litlun:Ji..sta at. the t:i.,O.e Of liberati..Oll 
( e .. g., 'lti.het: u i9.50;., tb.ore WaJS; no:tt a, singJLe Ti.beta.n CPC Il.ecber in the 
reg;ium. be :tore libGl!at:iall.). The RNO posi.:to.o.n en 1lh:ii..s si.l:J;p~ deeS!il• t: st:alit.d 
u:g. to exnnj.nauon. · · ~ 

'ib.i..s re-vlri...t:ll.ng ef ll:t..st.ry :l...s n•t muplcy an acadeoi..c que.e1ti...tn;, i.:t. he~ps. 
to 'UJ:l.derpi.n_. a "nat.i.onal· i s:t!1 :po m:t:li.on,. wlti.ch tneeks to st.ress. t.h0;. nat:LollJial.. 
struggl..e as agn:i.ll.at. tho. class s.tru~g~e. {Dw,:idental.l.y1 :i.t ±.a oorth ro.r:l~ 
berl.ng that. li1oil:h the: CPC and the Bol..ahe:w.iks l.ai..d grea;t. .stress on "'the 
l.eacling roJ..e oi' the_ worldlmg a.l.ass. U) 

--~~-_::_. ~: 1~ ..... , . • ·: ~ :, • • . ,Q ._ ... •, . 

-~~Q:· Rcla1tli:'O'Gi shdi n .. .):.0 ~WeeJlll. Clit~ and Nat:l.4tnal. s U!!~Sf",l.e, 
t.-~ .--.......... ------""...,&::;.;..-,.,_,c.___~- --· 

Along. nth thGi. re-wr:Lt:Lng of hi..at.or~ gpc~ a cli..storti.o.n of the Mar:xi-st 
nresen:ta:ld.on of the n.9:ti_o.naJ~ oue.sitiLo.n..o The great; Marxlis.ts have a1.li¥eys e.tu·o.::: 



' The pea;t Ma:rxisrt's: have ~~. ataod £<rrr the': Ultinate QbQ:lit.ion .llJ;f all. j'QDlSl 

~ C~ppresaian. bu.t have seen the: prol.etar.iand :N.Tel.ution as tha klq to winning th~s 
gal, aDd thlr pn>letU'iat as tha class whielll lillUSt l.ee.d that tbrt!JUgb tc success. 
This was because the vorldng class had ncr Deans C!lf. ,production but i.ta own labcDur 
p~, aud was therafCEe JW.t tied t(!); the old prope:r~ relatious (unlike the petty­
bcmrgecia.ie), because it had n~thing tQ· lose and aver,rtbing to gain by naking 
r~<l!ffi.'a.tioa, and, being propertyless, but forced . i:rito a h.igb.l.y aociali.zed. aysten 
®f pr~uctiao-the DG:St advanced syateo produced by class soo.tet~ 1 t coul.d develop 
the politics.:· ideology aJid organi.zaticn neces~J&r,Y tell acccapli.Sh this l!Uatoric 
task. · It :1a bue that ii:iperial:fum has bad a oaj4Jii effect on class relations in 
the wmrld~ but .it baa n<U:t f\Uidanatall;y changed the necesai.ty fR the working 
class ·to ll.ead aDd c8:ft7 through the scro,ialist revaluti€lD. While iuperial i sn was 
able tCDi reduce the intensity <mf class struggle at hcDDS and buT QLf a section of 
the w.orlditg class, it did B<!f; by enslaving whole na.tions and ii:Ipcveriahing thea, 
creating within . th6!D inmdreds ·of oil.:U.«ms; o£ prQl.etarians, wha:ae Dlll'i:lbers are 
g;rcwiDg . by thmusands fWetrY dayr. These pr<!lileta.riana are pl&ying a. growing ro1e in 
rev~l.uti.cme.:ry srtrugglle 1:1 .. tba Third W<!!!rld, and tile p~easive wea.ken:ing of the 
global. iape%:1al.ist order :mJS:t once oore create: the c<!J.Dditi«ma :f<a:r the working 
clau of the iaperialist coantri.e.s-e;.iven c~t leaderah..ip-to awake to its 
desti.JQr• The wcr.rking class is .an international olass, a.n4 the ODl.7 ccnsiatentlT 
rwarl.u-ticma.r:r cltass& there is no substitute f«rr it. . · · 

Marxists tmst e<tmSide:r · all . questi.cms, including the na ticma.l. question, frm 
the standpolnt e£ the: :tntQll'Da.tiona.l prm1etaria t (and, lest there be a.n:r quibbling 
because of the present p:rej.udioes and pr()Ooo-inpexial.ist bige!l·tr;r of a l.ot a:f the 
wc.rltiDg cllass e1:f Britailm, this :oe.ans the :aost _s:cientili.c, consistent B'UJ::Jaation 
ef the atandpQint o£ tbre worlc±Dg class .is Ma.ll:xi~LeniniSD:) • The abmili.ti.on of 
-.t:l<!!Dal <lllPPressio:n 1s a jut e;oa.1 in itse:l:f; but it is also an integral part of 
theJ process o:f socialb:t :rev<D>1utimh .Exactly how it is to be acc~lished has to 
be . cUaoussed· m the fra.mnrork of sociali.st revolution. Thus, the stand 4lf CC11l1:11m9-· 
irie tOW!ards the s.eousion of one nati!m frcan a. la.rge.r state: is uJ.tiaately deter-

_rd'iDed 'b:T the ocmsidera.tion o£· whe:therc the efi"ect o:f that will be to bring :f()~ard 
6~ a;t:reogthen the S<D:ci.alist rev<!ll.tttion <iln a. gl.abal. · scal.e, ar w.aa.lb:in i.t. Comnm­
ista stand :fGr the right · of nati<ima to seJI.:f-de:tem.inatillml, but that dm:es nCOlt nea.n 
that tb6!7 Bhcml.dn't have, in eaoh cCI)JIIttete situaticm, a view on the direction in 

· wihi.oh tba.t rig)lt ahCDUld bE~; exezrciaed (e.g., Uter the; Octo~ Re.vo:Lutio:n, the 
M:V gcilve-rJ'I!IGD't imedtata17 :re.cC!Iig.Di.zed Finnish independence, 'tnlt for t)l.e grQa t 
rmaj<D:ri.ty aC pe-:opl.ea .1n th~ f'orroo.r Russian enpire, thay adva:oa.te:d tha.t the.y- sb<IUl.d 
exercise the.i:r rigbt to• sel.!-de:ter.rtliilation ,in. f'avCllU% o£ bedDg part of the Soviet 
U'Dicm.). . . . . . . . . 

Lcmin, Stal.m. a.md Mao,, all writing in th~ era $f . iD.p~ialj sa, have been quite 
. cl.~ a thie;J ncma o£ then ~ be: f!0; ea te:gori.ca.]. as. RNO, Which oa.intains that., 

wdLtb the; First WorM War and the, Oct.obar ReJ~ToJI..ution (para 2, p·.l~.), "The struggl~ 
.fe accialiBml. and the, struggl..e aga.ins;t national. oppressican were £No tba.t point 
wel.ded 1iO",ge.-the-r in a . s:in~ world revalutiOl'la:cy- n.o-'Truoont. Nati.cmal. · ~eaents; · 
be1'are tba t;, which weDe part o.f the; baurge.'Olis revoJLutionary: staga·, cay.- have; con­
trad.icted 'the: straggl.e .t<nr s:ooia.:lisa. NatiomJllllOV'enents of tba oppressed froo 
tha.t pai:rrt were no-t m contradiction t (ll;., but were part a£· the. s:trugglle for soo-
iallsa," . . . 

This was m:t Stal.in • s vi(M>t, Jrn 11F<av,nda. tio·ns o:f Leniniml"( p. t6) , "This: dees 
no:t; mean, o:r c~, that the:· prolLe.taria t £I~us:t aupport ~~- na tioma.1 oevenent, 
ave:rywberG! and always, in every individual. casa. J[t ne:ans that suppert tmBt be 
given to such nati«mal IliO.venents a.s tend. to . weaken, t•, eve.rthreW! iopexial~ 
ana. l!J(D)t; ioC!I' s;tr<ingthen and preaerv~ it~ Cas~s •ccux when tha natiena.l nevments in 
certain oppressed c·<!ltmtries coni!. int• .· c•nflict with the~ intexests e·f the devel-
0:pnent o£ the; prohtarian noveiilent. :irn Sliich. case:s s:upp•rt is, ..r oe:urse, entirely 
c=t ~ the quest.iou. Th~ question. <!If the ·,right.se£. na.tie·ns .is net an is:~ted, 
se]£-.I!Uf'ficien't queationJ it · is: a part o,:f ~ ~he; genexal. p:;t"e,bJl.en e:f th~ .prel.etarian 
revo:J.utim, · Slilb<irrd.!Date to the WQ•le:, and ' imst ba oensidered :fret:ll the p•iht •f 
view G£' the. wnolle." (A ccmc:r&te exanpla fren recent tme..s ef· a rea.ctieaary .nati.enal 
Ima:VerliOD.t 1l0.1Jlld be: the: Jlsra.a1i.-ba.cked se'Ce.ssicnis.t oavaae.nt in thQ; s:Ciluth~ Sudan 
m the' 608s and ea.rlly' 70' a, or thE;; separatists in Cabinda.(Angola.), GJ~ even 'the 



~· +.:. : ;._ . '· ·. ~ 

~alltl'~e~s#: ::Who' ·(,.pp<a>be ~.fi.e:a. ticn wi.. th A~ gent~) • _ __ . . _ . . . __ _ 
~ i', The ~t-Le:a;ainist sta.ndpaint should b.e perfectly clearJ li_e · judge ·national 

n'aiv~ntBl' ·£r6ot. a ·pr«Dl~tar!an revo]Lutionary sta.ndp~damt-, and see: tha pr<:>)JLetariari ' .. ·­
re:vOJmtiQh as be.ittg lll,f _- .central inlp~anea-; it is.· to:t~1.1y , inoorra.ct r o±: a p9cil.;,. 
mu.st. «r.rga.D$.2!a.t,im} to· aba.nd.<m thi.s PO·si.ti.o•n .. '8rul eil'brace; tha. l!li~~nd Cif'~ bmUrgeois 
and patty•pcrmrg~iS M,-ti.~nal.isa. 

"Subardinati.on" 

· :':tre?:e, ~t ~- __ app170i>riate to· deal rlth that:. quasti.o:n:.·m1t the "subm,rdinati.coD,n 
C:JJ.f tha nati_o~]. Dinori.tiias' s'truggle t0; that- m:f :ttha pro1eta.riat, whi.ch. RTL-ke 
{pr.m 3,. Pc.}, _.t'ina1 _para, p.8)takes up as a ther:ne frobt. whera RNO (par£$.3., 1'·•11..,) 
JLe:avas o:ff • OUr response to the cri.ti.cisns: ID'f RTL on thi.s count raal:l.y; ~ol.)Lows 
cm :frr.tltil what wa have. allready said. In that re-vo;lutiooa.ry oOCDu.ni.sts prooeec:l froo 
:f'h~ sta.OO.pi!i:·.int 0.f the proJ.etaria t, ·and insist on tha central: inpo·rtance. <ll'·f the 
\V'<D';rJdng class: IDaking socialist re.v<Drlution, they have alwa:y .subm:rd:i.n.ated avery 
ot .hex que:S:tti<n.n t<ll: that ona (see the Stalin quotati.on a.bave. To quote .. "Founda:t;ions 
(Jl£ Lemi'nisn" a~in (p.75)~ '"LeniniSJ:ll has proved, a.:ild the iope.rialiat war and . 
t he revo,lution in Russia have ' OOni'iro.oo, that tha nationa]. q)les.t.:i.con can be ~olved 
on]y in c<mnectim rlth and <an tha basis O>f' the · proJLe;tarian ravol.uticm •• •. The 
:rmat.io-mll. quti1SJii.an is a I>a.rt <DJ:f the. generaJL: que.sti.on c£ the- prole.taria!l revo:lut.i.C!llll' 
a pari «ri:! the quasti<1m Cll!f tha dicta tGlreh.ip of iihe. pro1e;tari8. t · ·" . · 

The; Cll1'de.r in whi.oh the CPC says, "Countries want .independence, nations -want . 
l i.'beTati.m-, pa<ll'ple) want revol;.ut.ton, ,; is not a,ccid.en:ta.l, but indi.cates that ther!'! 
ls a.Jfu asaencllng OTd~T a£ i.Dportance to these interrelated . O:bje-ct.ive~. . . • 

· The Marxist•Leninist position on the natio,:nal question is one that rmst be 
de.fend~ci :·a~inst all de.viatt.<mS~.: While RNO itself na.k:e)s . serious exrmrs, i:t; r13:kes 
ct!r.rre:ct crit.tei.srm of certa:tn ·ri@lt and laft O'ppartuni.at Jlinem: o.n tha a~f'.S!e;gie 
against ·raci.sr:l. Jrt identilies these. right and Ji.e.ft :Corns of oppo:rtuniSim. as :r;.-egardlt 

· ·:ing "-the: s:trug[:;JLe agttms:t racisn as a cJi.ass qu.asti.nn aJl.co~ subsuoed with¥! ~he -
· cantratLt.ct:t.an bli·hreen the pr~letaria t and the baurge.G.'isi.e. 11 This is a. co•rrect 
:f.0'1'EllL11aticm; , although, as we have tried to, show, the: p.m;siti.o.n whi.ch it se.eks .. to'· 
de:f:e:nd d<!Ie:s itsaJLf hava SQne. ser.ious fJi.a.ws • . vle hava .to ... GO' .:f,"tirthert-

Mar.Jd.sn~ reco@lize:s · natio-nal <tt,ppressi.on and natiama.]. s,truggles as 
having tbEiir <IDW1l spacilic characte-.ristios. At the: sa.TJle.. tme, as Mao· Zedo.ng . po-inted 
out ( "S:tateL'l!en.t_ Supporting the :Ar!i:e.rican Nagrcr.es in ':»heir J1;1at Struge)Le ll.ga~t 
Raoia.Jl· DiEr.c:rdt1ii;mtimn by US Inperiali..m:i·.-An&rust 8th, 1963), - ~-~- · ho·ldsthat, . "In 
the .final ana.Jl.ysiB, national. strue;€;1.e i.s: a natter Ciiif cJl.ass s.tr)lgg]Le." Tro,tskyists 
:Ln. p~ti~, but also ·othe-r right . a.n:d JLeft o;ppcrtwu..sts, U;is;t the co~e:.ct _ . 
tlarxi$ t' ]~~- l\~:!' oakille; mut tha.t ' i.f tOO: nat.i.G.na.Jl. · s~l.a.: is ''·in the final. ana.1ysisy 
11 i n, e;ssen~e_y cl~ss struggle>l' then treating it as a phenomenon in its o\.m right 
is··· a ith<ir r e:act i<macy or wme:cessa.ry.,They are . thus .ablLe; to' get up to any- so:oial­
e:'!la:tmvinist · i;ricks: tne.y want without b].:ushing• But while tl;lej.r ~S:tand -has ,ta be ,·. 
re.fut_ed, s(i)i d<O."e;S :t,ts: flip side, which cuts the: c<D:nnactions batween the;., class aDd 
n,/.r;.:fr.c:;m];_· strue;glLes, and, while: rejecting a po:si.ti.<!ln which "subsur:J~e.s" the naticma.l 
r: "·:rr,;.u;;~ w±thin the ola.ss strtte;elat ·itse:l.f be:JLittJt.as tha iinJ><mrta.nca of the. cJLa:ss 
s:..;;rnge].e. · - - · · ' . · . . · 

Fiir ·bUr: p~, w-e accept the: Leninist subordinati.o-.:n c.f the nati.Q;na]. t (!]l the 
clLa.ss: strU/:mlla., but this: is no:t in ·contradiction to, uph(!l;l.ding the rie;ht of the 
cr-;press~:d r:~a:Ucrna]. !rlnorities and nat±ans to date.rr:ll:i:ne; thGt direction of thed.:C -
m-trugdlah ancl decide n'f.D ·their obj:eetives~ This right we_ do upho-·10.. We al.s0 .assert 
the :tiSb,t of the na.ti0na]. :r:ldriOT.itie,s to carry .fo:rwar9- theu struggles at ~ whatever 
pace thEi!:y are. able~ 'B!Jd rea.dy ta- choose, and. we WOUJLd oppose a~ posi.tioo which 
hie.ld this- tGl) be; wrong' because it "divided the. wo.rldmg; cliass" by cha.ll.eng.ing white 
ra.cimm; "heJLd back assirmilati<m.V o:r '~oot:paced the wrarking class s:tl."U.eGJle." Such 
a.~[J.~ntim collll]d mnl.y just.ily the :s:ubt!1:rdination o:f tha nati.onaJL strucrgJLe~ in the 
Wi<lH~si: s:en&e. We c1hrie:ida.x that i.f the po.siticn we. put £oxward is prG:llpagate-d, lt. 
will rall;w t-ha best eJLemen1ts in the; Iil8ijo:rity W(il-rldnifi _class t <1:r Su:ppG«rl £eo: , ib:e 
ntr1!1gg,JL~s U the; IDat.i(JI.rmJL ri:inori.-ti.e.:ll!J, and that in turn will prCIDCD:te: -WGrldng class 
~ty and assist the' national ~J!.i:t;w w6~ class tG:ll be-e w e the unquesti<t»ned 
!.e.ad~ip CJr:f · th~ nati<il-nal. ninCOJrity struggles" whioh .in turn will cGlrul;titute a._ 
G":Ua:i:atuatee 4li et<!l!licl unity .tn s:trugg1a between the: w«rrk:ing (}lass and the national 
r:ILi:nC1Jritie:s. .. · . · · 



.... 
Chan~ Nat:i.o:nal.i.1t.i.es 

SiQCe vm're ge't~.t;o .tn..a Rout; ol lLea1dmg behind the ~J arti~:tes and 
dealine· 'd.iit:ao1Uy w::l..th, the .:Po~oa advance.d ~ tba CC ttlnori.ty,., one. l.o.o.sa 
end needs .Q'i.n.g· up:" a.a·.:L~. ;ha&1 a,\. ~on .t.ba. q.uas1tloa o:t tmnewJ.)'-energi.ng 
f~eea. to, wh:ich mL .. :ref~a,. · · . . · " · · · 

Bri..e~: .Wh:U..e. •the·::TJ ·a:rticl.es cor,:ee1tl.y analyse tha var:Lous nat.i.Qasl.Jy 
. onnre.esed peo.pl.caa.here. ( bes.i..daa ~e. 1Wel.m. ~d Sco.\ti.sh na.ti.Qns) .as. nati.onal 
a:i..nor.i.'ltl.e:s, '-their .·B:Qee:l.tfl..c. re.f~;e.Jlcfis :t.a. t)l.eir national. cul.tures and~ every­
tb:i.Dg Wbd..ch. g,i.ve.s .then a po.si..1t;iy~ i.delit:L..ey 'tend . 'toJ be backward· ~o~ (see 
paras .5, 6 and 7._ p~ll,. ~o:t Rol:l) or at ~eaJS;t• p.rotty stata..c .. It' a as tho,ugh 
the ilati.ali.al. t:dU.lori.:ld.es. have. their .J..anguage.s and bi.s.tori.c. culltnres \.Q. de.tm d,_ 
bu/t cl.re :not: no~: OAt In.·sona f )L ·st. ilme art.i.c~es do ·indeed :Lfmlic.:i.!J.l take 
a. no.re forward p~~tMli:tn 1o~. };la...W:..:.ti.o~g.,_ :Wm. tl:l.e 1.1Qc.11o'b!Gll.u ~tdi.cles,. 
:ttaa· 'ltalLk:. u ll:1lilCllt. I:lOl'::e. ~ n~ :g.e:o.pJL.Q~~ .t?at:.ilill£m: th.a.m "naitilOlDlaili.. piftl'Qlo:n:L~ 11 

whdi.m mtt '~ . .r,ruu.ae.it.s:; a~ v.L.n.w 'lllllla:tb.- U. iLs; it;h~ ·· bla:ek ~. ~ who 
.taca ~~<·~ ~:att 'OPJ1:CGSallO:mJ~- wla& 1ialm.• 't1f'.lla Ll.01!tt mV.alilU~Eid. ~ti.:aJ:ad,. ' imd,. 
on. w.In,ori 'w.et .m.Usit :grir:wwlllil' conroenba:lte.> Q.Wli ~~ .· 'btwtt aJI.oo; ra:llliSC:US ~ 
1act.>ttllladf t.ll.a ~ H<t:ii olilla:ll mj ;mori.:tctura mre dnaw:liJille. to.ga.11:b.Sr :la . tl:1llle. . 1ac$.. 
o;;t ~ :UlnilSJ!iaJiii mt: o~ ·a,~. aJnid ~a ~ tiralllllidomlied, 'lheJZa. <:Wa 1i-oo 
dii..Uer:emdt ·nris:Lttliona; ll!.Lane;. amcL :J.it IJa¥ be, tliB case; 'ltliLailt ·the:- GL1iJt~eJ.WA,W; ~aliJt 
We. JtG20.ili.Yarl~ aaitii e:fatn:~ on. th..e· b&~ o:t ~ l:llna g,:fr.. 'bha CC raii1GJ01dit~(t> w:lth 
i..:tt.s; WDfPCl~ aJilld. l!mdJ al. aldtii.aal.. a:u:groad:a.. · · ~ .· · · 

The p.o·sit:lon o.f the CC. majori.:lt.Y i.s o.ne that understands· the natj.onal. 
m:inori:t:las as a force in de.vel.o.pm.ent:. and the condi:.t:lons under whiCh . they 
li.ve necessarl.l.y have an. i.J::lnortant infiuence en the eourse whi..ch. their dev.. · 
wpnaaif h iak.Ug. ·· · · · · 

liothi;Iillg aavelLO.ns accor<ttn.g to; al. J.{lre-sa1i. fll>rllllil~Jr.at :h.n. }11)~ so.d..e.'Wl.e.s; ad 
that .. @o.as; ·far. ~ OllllS• ·armd, na:taioiillalt t:ll...e.s as- wan as:; cll.a'f.lee·a.: ·Eve.zq llll&tioa haJs; 
deYel/.oned. cmd.. b di.NeJLap:linlf.t un.deJ'l' c.ondi...t:i.o111JB: wb.dl,;cb.. bene 1~-~ ~t;te:et,s, on 
:i-ts charact:er.~~6,-, the Engli.sh nation" deve:Lop.ed nth the ri.se o:f DTglish 
c.ap:i.:fta:JrLsm.; :its :ldeoJ.o,gy,_ :lts i.dent:lty,: i.ts nat:lo~a:rm.. ware very W1ah li3ba.ped 
by the c.1ass whi.ch hel.:d h.egemoDY ever i.t,. the bourgoo;iaie• Stalinta de;tlmi~ 
1rd.nn. o..t a na:U.on ·CHarx:i..st. and the.. Nationa.1. Que~~t . Works,. Vol..2, P•,30'l), 
w!ld.l.e adequaite at. the t.il:l.el ~ Eu.rO;C.ent.r:i...c and inadeq11ate to todayt s ca:tid­
i:ti.oo.s,. &SJ2am.al 1y. in the Third wo.rld;. ne"Ur'th.el.ess,. :l.t does g:L.ve ~- U.Se-. 
iul.. pco.int;ers to, 'lthe charac.t.erlst.i.c features o;f.' a nat.i.on: : · . · 

"4 nat:il..on :La a hi.sto-ric.ally cons'tituted1. Qtabl.e Coatl.un:lty ot peopl.e, 
forneO. on the basd.s o,f a . cor::trJ.On language, territory, · econo.r:d..c life ·and 
psychol..o:gl:.aa:l. make-up ~ ma;ni fe.s'tied in. a ·cannon cW.ture.u. 

As we;tve. :ii.Ddi.cated1 son.e nations ea.erged ill the -process of the · rise of 
"t.he:i.r bourgeci;i._s:t.e, in sotie. ~ces to v.io.rl..d :power, and this h<iwsl. 1e~.:tt i.ts 
Ciarks cm. the Wlll'b;i.onal. c:.13Jarae1ter in chauv:ii.D.i.~ ·and a Ce.J!Uin .~ ael.t­
colilfidenc.e. 

Others. ha.Ye ari..sen under· OOJlu'li:lti..ons of iJ;;lpeJ!i.aJi st op.press:lon• . and hav.e 
dwel.o.ped cUltures. r.i.ch in th.e,. spirit and language of Desistance to. · oppresai.on; 
they .have d.evel.o1iad nati.oaa]j.ms w;i.:tU1. ~e wbdi..ch. are: ovuwbelr:rimgly . . 
pro.gress:lve. · 

Gro·ups.:' o.t peopl.e detached :tro:n. the nait::JC>ns in which they o.ri.e;i.Dated 
do JlO..t: C<a.a;S;O t.o, dev.dop;. on. the con-trary, they trequen'U.y devdop in new 
di.rec:ta..on.s;;. alld riay' a\teJJL consltli...tu'lta naw: nat:lions, th.em .. sel..vcs. ,:tn the ol.d · il:lp­
eril!f):i,st worl.d order,. that was exa.e.tly \vhat happened v.d..th. i;he English• .Irishq 
WfU.sh and Scots who w:ent t.o. Alieri..ca.,. canada.,. Aus..trali.a and New Zealand.. It 
was. al.so. wha.t happened. w:i.ith the .A.tr:Lcana who were taken as alaves f;Q. ·~ USA3 

···Who l..o~ 1th..e:ir ori..gi.nal. l.an.guages, o.ultures and even their natles,. hut \VJ:lQ 
· were i-etorged :lt.ll:to a bl.ac.k nat.i..on, cli.stinct. not only :fros o·ther :n,aU.oas and 
na1tlo:llali.ti..es in the us,. bu.:tt aJ..ao. f.!'o·O the na:tt.i.a.ns Q,:f Afnca, despj.te their 
s-trong i..den1:!.:i..fi.C.at:ion Wi..t.h. the. cause of the A:fri..can peo.:r;,>~es. The. JUlti.onal 
oharact:.er of th(i}_ bl.ack. na.1tlon ill the US has been ];troio~ :imfl..uaaeed .bY. 
the :fae:ttsth..!Jtt; i.'& .d~:pe.d \.Ul;dEm condi.t.":lona o:t: .barbar:lc national. -o.:ppress:lal 
and .was al.s0; .al.l::wst totall.y nade ~· o:f e»ppressed and expl.o:Lted cl.asses. 

In RT:iitain,. the b..1.a..ck ·lil&td.onal.. r.li.nori-t:les are in tran..si.ti.on. Thc~e i..s a 
di.st.inet tenden.cy for i.dont.ificat;lon. w:l:th peop~e o:f the. same national. oti.g;i.ns 



to. d~e :in .r~1a~ to att.i..tudes of iden.t:lfi.c:ation \ICL~ b.l.ack. peop:l.e · 
c.e.re gener~, On . a ~oUti ca.l.. ~eve1, bl.ack un:i..t~ i.s a cause espoUsed ~ 
~ hlackt act:Lv:lsts, and ~t has a6ne:ti.J:les found organ:i.zat.i.bnal. foro 
(et-8~ tha Rao.e Today Ooll.~ti..'lte• the United Bl.ack Youth League) • 

. . Ho~~~-- wbil.e CODOo~ O.ppression. 'tends ta. draw a:u. black poop~e 
into a comon ~: front again.st Bri:t.i . .sb.. iope.r:l al] m,. najor d:Uferences in. 
c.~ture $ld h:i...story between bl..ack peopl.e of A:fr:l.ean a.nd As.ian origins 
tends \o. r:rl.l.:Ltatca against 1thei.r tran.sfornat:lon .into a adlr.gl.e bhek 
nati Qllllailddi~/nat::Uln . fo.r sane ~e "t:o cone; inatead~ there i.s a tendenc, 
for the poopl.es o.f Afri.can origin 't$ ca--al.esce in1to one n.ationa.l.i.ty, for. 
those of &ck•• South Asi.an origin to devo.l.op into another, while the 
C'..b:lnese rroa:i n as di.st.i.nct as he fore. . 

The change is cooing part:icul.arl.y as now generati.c:ms grow ·up \ICho nevEll'· 
or only br:lo:fl.y lived. a lll.c;l;la,. Paldstan, Tr.in:ldad• JaaS:i..ca, or Q.ther . 
Third Worl.d oountries. Tho:i.r collecti.ve consciousness was; DQiulJ.deci iJm. · 
Bri.tain,. ~t. only by fao:Uy, but by the wllo.l..e society around then. The 
'UlousancJs o·f experi..ences which oade their parents 'tim'XR•UM•aTtilE'B part. 
cf the nat::Lonal.i.:ti..i .. cas which. tb.ey aro only IJO,ul.ded ithen at second. hand;.. 
~ tao, have experi.enced nationa~ appressi..on by :inperi.ali.so. .. hut · muda 
b.e,-ond 1tbat: ha.s:lc fact,. oost of their experi.GD.Cos ha'Vc cli.:fterod a l.o"t~ 
In s~ th:Ls, we are not p~ccy:ing the gaoe b.el.ovod by tb.o S\14' o,f tr~ 
to proDQ~te. di.usions b.et.wem gelw.rati,.Qns• w.o are Il-'lr~ recogni1ang an. . 
o.bjoct.:lve raali.t.y,_ and trp,ng to see wba1t 1th~ outcooo of c.vrtain e:x:Ls1tlng 
trGild.s w.Ul.. b.o. We al.so· dooarcate our position froo that taken by two 
c.cilm'ado.s: who tOrnerl.y pl.lqod t:hca. ~c.adillg rol..e. :in an-ttL-rac:l • .ia:tt work in. 
London, !hey a:ckno1d.odgad that the ternnnati..onal. r:d.nor1 .. :t:lesn appli.od to 
hl.ack peapl..e bora in tth.e. Thi.rcl Worl..d, but di.dnJt consider u · cou1d he 
used :t~ ~ genG~ra.tio:ns,. who. wei!e o.ppros.scd as bl.a.ck lleopl..o. In. fac..t• 
\heir e.ri!cncous posl.1tl.on fad off this woakn.oss wbi.ch we have pointed S.ut 
in tile TJ. arti.clJ:ls• :t..,.o.:, it.s failure tc adequatcl.y acknow~odgc de-vol.op- . 
tl.Qnt of the ol..d nat.i.oBa:l n:inoti.t.:los to.wards ooaothine new-into now Dati.o!lf!:- .. 
ali:ti.e.s in fact, We "OOU..ovo. ~ a roal.. · dove~opnen.tal. perspec\ivo noods 
1t.o he inj_oe:tto.d. :l.n:to 1th101 TJ anal.ysi.s o,f 1thu nat:lonal IJino,ri.\ios in order 
1to b.riD.e:; i.t norlil in-to. acoo.rd vd..th rca.l.i.:tcy • Uo caw i.t. J:Wre coo:a.1ot.o. and 
no.ro a.bl..e to refute othcar pos:IL."lt.i.ona. 

To~,. anong Afro-Ga.r:i.hb.oan p eo;p1e in Bri.ta.i.n,. th<Oll'e are c1ear ind­
i.cati.ons on. various 1e"~tel..s a:£ ."!the 1t.rend we ha.'¥e po;iD:t.ad 'to. Ra.statar.ian.s 
and others: :i.donti..~ SR~caJ.l.y Wil.th Af.rl..aa, DQI11. the Ca.r:i.b.bean islands 
or GuyaDaf ne. cul.'ture. of tho pQop~es o.f Afri..can. origin is very r:u1ch 
a connon. OJlQ.• as be their poljJt:j c.al. 111a and no.de. of connuni~ orgaa­
iaat:Lon. (et-BtUGrasarootsV and Black. Uni:ty and Freodon Part:t organize 
ru:J.;Oil& African pQQJ)tl.a. gonoral.l.y :li.n t.hG. areas mere the.y wa.rk; there aro 
a nnooer o.f cotJmmity bo.okshapa, nan<l of whi..ch a.ro comd.:t\ed to· servQ. one 
parUJlular aJ.d na.t:i oua.l trl.nori..it.y group;.. politi.cal. organ:l zatiODS and bookt-

. shops bava a strong Pax..A.tr:lca.n:ls'borienta.t.i..on._ and tbis bas heen. enpllaa-. 
ised atronely in cvQ.U.ta' th.ey've sponsored such as Afri.ca. L1.berati.o-n Day 
acU.:v:l.ti.es or the Bl.ack and Rad:Lca1 Third Wor~d Book Fair. 

The tend~ to, toro. ono nationali.:t.y i.s J.e.ss e.v:lden:~ aaong South 
As:l.an peo.p:Les,. perhaps oocau.sc "they are not. as hooo gcnoous lingu:Lst:ical.l.y 
o;r in rel.i.glo.n as ~ A:£ro.-car±hbean connuni.t:les. N.~vertho~cas, the 
:p.arslst.ence of vario-us Asian Youth Movoo.onts i.s indi..cati.vo of what is on 
~ts way. . 

PraetiC.·'3]Jy, the trend towards 1tho foraa1iii.on. of those twc now nation.-:"" · 
a.Jit:i as w:Ul.. J:1£laJl that; tzw. bl..aclt. na:lt:loDal. ni.nari.t.i.es vd.ll acb:Lovo a gro- . 
ing cohefd.on and at.rongt:h as a. ;[orce against. Bri:ttish iLlporiali m, and . .. 
their ro.vo1ut.i.onary po tonti.al. :L.nsi.de Britain vd.l.~ ~pand~ secondly • · ~s. 
rep.lae.Elt:lOnt. of the: ol.der,. narrower na:t.i.onal. i.dQll.ti:t:l~s wi..th the new 
on.os w:l.ll. I.l.ElaU (and we.: ithi nk ~ alreac"cy" do as oean) ·that the latter 
can. identi.fy e.ve.n norE} roo:d:i.ly w:l:th the stu-uggl..et.s o.i peo.}tl.ea thro.ughouit 
~ Third \'i6r~d~ . . . -~-

M:t.nop.;tt;lGl& ~t.:ioial.. Forila~n.· and. Cll..ass Qppressi.on 

Ut.or the ioperialii st.s. oonq.uered the peoiJ._os o,f what we now aal1. tb.o 
third World,. thd.r ruJ..e bad "!two- major etf.ec'b on the :1D1te.rna.l. el.a.es 
a1t.r.w:1llmea. oif: those. caUD.~. On. ono hand,. by briD.g:l.ng tboso l.ands ful.13 



... _. 

:in:Jt.o the .· ea;p:L"tal..i.sit WQ;r:;ld: econ0oJ-, , ;l_'{t a~t~ pol:ari.sat.ion in those 
c.aun'tr.i..est-- ara:doo .~ : oJLCL, cJ.a·sa; reJ.~oths.$ .· ilin.d brQJugh~ :i.n:tQJ being a 
vroi1L'k:ii:ag_ ~;·which' btls·· gro·wn r_a:[tm!Y: tilliLs ·c~aitury~ :Lt a:lso b.raugJiD;t: 
~ b.eiillf€;' ro. (~g;~ den~elmd.Em~) ~g~~ On ~ 6-~ l!Dandp. U 
~- amd ~c,~ .-~. d,Q1ie.'JLan_oellt Q$. ·~ CoJ..GJDI:t.aJL ~ItiJ.e.s.. and 
rro.m.fotre:ed.~Ii6::1l:ttii~l.]y . ~iL rJ:l:ili_~~ tlma- o].d, scud.aill:. rGl~:rars; wb:ii..clill.. 

'h,-.,.;;., ,,. ~,_,_.'1 • .a. h."ll> .lo-11..- •·,J.J-ti;O:; .~... • . ~-were: · ~ ~ere.- ~-. -~: ctap_u~s;l.i: o:eomoPmc. qs;..;;e:u.. . ,'· . 
'ilU.ilt had. a-, great; "afi~ qillL :t~~:f~dir ~gelme.e a"a; ~ .ali.D:b:il--coJiomdi.alL• 

~ :ii..s Jirurl:t o.t tlm.Gtiiz Jl.a41:konall: ~c;00u$Dli611Bi:i.). ~ · tro1 willli:lc.llD.. cav.eJtL · 
~ador and i.elildaili afi.er:wnit&i hawa ifu) gU."i\Ja. ll:iL..R se::rrn.ce...- .Baeaus:a a 1-arg:<.l 
lill.lllil:Jibel!' o,fi. oowr· e;.e:oh GJi.GLllOlm.tts co.:WLd n~,. and . cai~~. na,t:UJL n~ ,. m RQjs.lJ1i.~e­
~a:J..a h ~ f~ Da~ru:na:ll, ~~cloJ;:L , · th~ eroi attii.ll re-~ re. :tail..t'· 
ano.~it o:[ ~adjj'tiiildi±i¥' a'!lii mat:L.ol1Uaili:i:s1i ~e@e.li:'~a; where ~e: re.v0J..uti..~y 
eJLmeJm.b :ftlroo:t. tbca mm OD·£:r:~a.d aac:ttholillSi oi. the: naoRJi..a lala'lle; · no:tt been. 
abJLe, il:o.> s~ ~·- fuldi.:ttli.atct..ve:, They DaY. n:rrono:tt.a an ant:.i.-iop~i.a:I;:ist 
c.oJ!Datl:iio:u.m:ne:sa w~ go.e:m; ollill$ ao.. ·fta,r.;... only the: r:i.s:ii..ng, world.n:g cl..ass . 
awl t:ha VaJmg~d: -dlr~:imt:ii.Ol'llim wJln:il..e.bh r-a];llr'am:enii ~t. ~ uc msxWra dav:eil.o,l} 
t.-.bi.s; oomsQoliSliDGHas: '\to. :ii:t:S .1.ae;:iicaill. :tii.ma:l.. i0Jrl:4 · 

In. o.ost: ~d WaJTJl.d c.ollli:Lt.r:ii...es under :h.n:p-er:i!.ali.st di:m.ina1t:i.oin', ·the. v:ang~d 
JJlmJL~ .:fi.oJrlliGl:e:;; vr.iiJiJL. hawo to fo,l"'.l. vacri..CmSJ Ulrll.:Lt:Grd froa.its and wage 
qJildLit.e, corup_lLruc. ai:biug,g)i.e.s ita · w:iiiiD.. th.e lcadersh'l:p OJf a:u th.~ . p50Jt.~ masses .. 

Mo,rc co,ul..d bG sai..d,. anct eX]>.ressad in a b.cait.ter wai' to.c; no,' do:tf!?t.~ The 
]t.od.nt -~· vro're,. ~:l.vi.ng atr :is. iiliat na:\tia;ns take shape under di..fiefenit. 
candiJtD.ruw.S), rum.d 'ttlllrli.s :i!iJJ.avdl~ lil:a£a. aJiJL :iin.f1o.rttan'li heallt!.iLng 'on tliD~:r . ·au:ttl.o:~ 
amcL on. .ha:w: a . }}:ra.Ji.a.tt:arl.an · ro.vo.JLw:ttiJ..Oll1lGU:'~; v:~cl.. na,oc w.a:rk aLlOlDlig. 1th.e~ · :, 

We•v.c ~cady sai..d '!tha-t there• s a tendency for t.h.e .A.fro-Carib.b.ean. · 
:g,ea~c.s ~ :~d th.e sa,uit.h A&an.s ii;.a converge :i.n..ta. two naw naiti.onalitjr,.cSp 
b.urtt. ~: JPZblll~ u itaJ!:iine p)La;ce. U!illdcr .sp.eci ;titc bdi..~ e<md:L.t;i..an~ 
We t\re no,t dealing Vld..:th whol.e JiOOp~es, with a mul.t:i-c.l.ass soci.ety · 
ax:i.J&,~ ~ aL !ISR.Q~e t:Gr'ti.:ttcm~ •· ~ ll:hallro-be.en subj ~c:ttad 'fuilJ ~­
eftali ~~. can.qpaatt,· oru;tres:l5ili.o.n rumd. eX};2Ji..ortl.tta~. and GU"e merg:i.Jm.g, as 
m.at:h.Olill.$ h ].~ga· ~it ~o UGfu ' ~ e~-eJ:'i1 emca. The na ti.ans fron ·wbd..c.Jm. 
tha bla~ .Ilation.al.. I.linar;i.:lticis caL>l.~ hav~ heen. 'lthr.OJuglln. it.Jma'ttJ b:ut. tlln.e.:t ~a 
1t.Ji:».ru:Jsel.:'lta$; ' Wili.Sar:goril.Ji:ae n~tioa und.Em: eonditi.oE!:S; wh.i!..eb CW":i cli.fi.~rent 
in soq.e q_uiLt.c s:h.gni.fican'lt wa:~s;. 1t.h.e nearest com.:paruon act.ual.ly woul.d 
ha t.O. if.:be; black people in ith.o. USA. · 
n IiL the. :tirsit. J;lUC.o,_. the b1ack naiti.onal. lnino,rl.ties in Britain as 
th~ ~e.d.,. u ~. :Jllirm:tt pJi.a.ea were, f:ll:!a•~1t.s. a-i. Third World na.it:ions .. · 
It. was ncrtt nenhe.r.s of 1t.llua o:gJ,JrcssOir cl..aase.s. who · cane tO> Britain •. hut 
o:lf: tha aJn;>rc;ssacl ciasscs ( it.fuo,uch. na:t J;l.(:ojple right at i!;,b.k ho,ttOil. of th.e 
col.on:iall. llll.cl ncOJ-colama1: s:o.ueU.cs, who m:lln.JlJiy d:h.dn.' t have the o.ean.s · to 
cone:)• so :Lt was na.t. as ll a vorucal sec:tti,o>n. a.f var:i.cus Thixd Wo,rl.d 
sOJd..®iti..es Wa:$ tJransp0.sed. to ~ita.in.. 

Once ~~: the grea'tt n~jari.~ oi il;.ha bJi.a'ek na·tfuolmrl o:imo.r:i~ were 
enp.Ji.o~Yia.d. h ~o · n.o.s;tt._~en:Ji.a1. and./ar :n.os:t :p.oorly :p-ai..d jobs (e.g. o.n. public 
t.rana,po.rt, or' n 1tb..e NRS) ,~ and thi.llgs nave got worse• · not>b:ettor, .. wi.th. 
bl.ack. yOJut.h. hmng :part:icu:tarJL.y · ~dl;:w hit. bJ" -un~l.o'lnztenit. 

Tm..s.,.. na:t: only d:i.d 1t.h..e. great na.j_o:ri.ty of black national. o:i.:nority 
lt eaple .:iuaL Br:ifuli.n. coue fron. tll:d subordinate c:Il.ass:es af oppressed nati..ons,, 
hut they o.v:c~whel rri1 ugly b~cane: part of the. working class · cf Br:i tain,. 
All su£f.e.red nati.onru.. op.pres.s.i.cn; the. vast najorit~ also su£.:fered cl..ass · 
OJ?.p:ress:i.cin and mq?l.ci...taaon. · -ttxJo~ Vv'hat: :i.s devcl.e~-Jt.in.g~ therefa>r~,. a.rQ. not . 
Olllll1y naw.r naitijol1Jla[)L 'ndi.Elrir.:i'l:i:h.aa,_ but. naw nation&. .Liinori..t:i.es whose ttcomon 
:p.SJ'chol..OJg;i...ea:]l , nak~u:r;> "{:in St:all.n.' .s w:crds} ~ :i.s · deepl.y i.n:fl.U.enced 1:>¥ thEdr , 
overwhelr::;:inely :pro1.e:ltar:iaa character. Thus~ just as, :in the tb:i.rd q_uar­
ter. a .f th.e l.a.Sit c.entury ,; Engei:h.s ccHll.d s:peak of t .-h.e ·English cal.lact:i..v~ . 
as au.bourgeai..s naU.mi~'- so . we can speak OJf illia b~ack na.t:i\..O;nal. oinor:Lt.i.es · · 
as :pra~etarl..ali nati.anaJL Oinori.t~es. (Fo-r evidence of th:i.s1 check out any 
of the. bl.ack l?ct.~ters; .m..ent:n..ono.d ahove,. o,r s:Lvanandan• s "Froo Re.G:istan.ce 
':fo Rebel.li.an\!· or just listen. to popular Afro,-Cari.bbcum rausi.c). 

At prasent1. there u ; talk o,.f Bri.t:Lsh iuperi.a:lisn. fost·er:i.ng a black 
bov.ge.oi.s:il..e a.s a coJ-:-opera;tti.v.a nati.o.naili. ni.nori.t.y J..eade.rshi.p-tbi.a idea 
b.am..c.al.J.y baing put forwa:rtd am, onQ. o,f. the. Briti.sh. bourgeoi.si.e' s res)2onses 
to ith.e: UJ;lri.s:ings. W:ll.l thi.s h.ag;t:pcn., and, i..f i..t do.e.s, can. tbi..s bourgeo:Lsi.e 



rGDIO,uJ..d the nat:i..onal · r:d.llo.r:L~s with i.t~ own: val.uea? Both. · seen:: d9ub.iful.j 
to say the l.aa.st~· Br.i..ti.sh .inp.Cri ali m i.a c.r1 si a-ridden, . and not.: in • 
RQJIDdti,mm to, c1:l.sEit o,u.t.: 'ltll£~ l!L.OCG$Sia:Jey fuD!ds;. l!LOl! u U h . tJlnG., Dafuma Cl-1. i..cl.ll­
wda~ 1b ~ P.~.a. up_ aJQtfttDl!lJg t.o' :g~e wlJ,oJ ni1gliut b.a rival.a U. 
tstn:La liiRiwJros; l.a:ttGlr rum,; I:n~-e~ Sllta't:a cash. a :gJro.'1dulad. to buX o:tf aDd 
~'t niadrt~tla Olf noti!E11:Ji a;lj tl:Ul.:idi:anits,. SUch :peo:pl.e may have a d:Lvi.si.V:e 
and di.E-UJ}tbo.. i&Df]llll~ j,n :bJLack c~ but Br:Lt:lsb iloJRalr:iHaJi.au 
in.. CJr".1..si.Ja w:U.1. a~ :i.Jm:t6l.1Jls;idty rac::L..st. onpres&ioam o:l tha'llDat.i.o.nall ~d1tiea 
as a< wboJJ a,_ Qd the, p.oo:gkt s ex_perien.ca of t.hi.s is sure to counter-act 
the ::lnlluence, of any who seek 1t.Q, recon.ci1.e· then t.o Drit.i.sh ioport.al.i.~ 

.. _ _ Newg-F.ta.crgi!.g Forc.QS . 

Wo. beli.e.ve that. what. we ba.v:ca sa.i,d abov<l prov.i.dGs aop1o reason for · · 
t.aJ.king about ·b1.ack. .peop.LC- in nr.itain as ttn.e~-ouGrgi.ng .torcos.-" l"t. 
was wggeat.ad by a coarad.e at. the wo.okend shhool that 1th:ls o.oanil that 
wa ~c. deicyi.n.e; tha. hi.s11:ory of the bl..ack. nattiom.;al r..Di.Dori.:tli..ea. iD. Bri..tain 
a.s; ana o,;t s:tm~gl.o.,_ blil~ that; is ~~ not the case (We did, of course,.. 
c:lte as baclt&ro-~ nntorii al. iiho Si::vanandan a.rt.i.cle,. "Frail. Resi.stance to 
Rcahallion,.u. wh:ich says Clctii.:tte a bi.t. aoou.t that hi.stor;y.). Our point i.s 
that tho. struc:ml.Gl a,f 1the black natio,nlll.. rrl.norit.i.os has not oniy dcvo~opod 
quant:it;atl.vcl.y.t but. qual.i.:t .. c:tlliyi!!Z; Wo arc t:aJki ng about :pcop~es who have 
n.o:tt Olla.l.y, ~ rGliJOul.dCOI.d by tho COD.ditiaam.a tmdEm \\drl...ch. tho3 ldV<lJ. but. woo 
att·o. r~u:Ji.dj,ne, 1thQO.SQJi..wos,. a;nd dcval019ing a. cahca.si.vcnQ.s:s;,_ . sa.liclari~ • 
i.nto.rn.a.t:h.o.n.a:J.i..st. o.u.Uo.okt- · and a :proletarian out1ook which !!.. relat.i.voly 
new, h Us do.~Q.Q: o.f de-'VWI.o:g_nent. and l..a.ok:Wlll.g at tho..saJI thimgs in ithti.r 
~~. . : 

Th.o 00 najorl.:ty ~so- incl.udes th.o Irish workers and people anong :tlia · · 
timewl.y-:-cn.cr[;li.ng forc.es :im Bri:ltain. Again, this does not. o.onstituto a 
dcmi al of 1tha:i..r wtjcr lli...storlc.al. i.nvolvcllO!lt i.n. the cl.a.ss strugg~e in. 
Bri...tro.n. or thcl.r support for · the libcrat:lo.n of Ir.clan.d, but :Lt i..s n fact 
that since the r:i..sc of l?rov.ls:L..o.nal s.i.Im Fain and the IRSP, and GSJtac.i.~ 
sinc.a \he Hrm.gcr St.rike.:;t, a :a.cw rabelliCPUS s:Qiri:lt has b.oeun to spread anong 
thCIJ.. Unl..ik.o. tho AT(:p~4,, para. 14), tho cq najori'ltybel:love it :1...s correct 
to. refer 1to"an:tti.-:-Ir:l.sh rac:lm.~' not jus.t chauvi.ni..~ 'fha TJ art:lcl.cs 
shoVKld trul spurious character of the condop'lt of race, and how rac:lsu 
a.riginate.d; tust. because the Irish ro-e not. black and do not usually . 
stand out:. phys:lc:~ !roe the Scots,. Wel.sh and .En.gl.:lsh.,. it does not follow 
that they canno"ll 1thorcforo bo subj ecited to. raciat trea:tment~ the ''Irish 
joke''· i.s the. ~f i.doo.l.oglcaJ.. express:i.on of th:i.s• and the PT4 its najor 
paJ.i.:ttLcal.. cxpresslon (Bot for na:ttJlinG have soo.o caonentat.ors retorrod tc 
the PTA as :t.nt.roducing an "s;par'theid systoo.11· 1to- Britain.) 

A Br:l.cf SU!lr.larY 

In 1Ul..o soo.ond part o,f th:i...s cri.t.i..q,_uo,. w:o ~ go. on to deal. cliroc'tl.y 
wi..th the. po s:itioEl.a set forth in the do c\li:Ulnts of the CC I:linari..ty, We hcpe 
t.o do tbi...s rea.sonabl.y br:i..ofl.y, as we hel:iovo that wo have already deal."i 
w:l:th. the nn.jo.r thoore.ti.cal. underpinnings of their lino, What fo-llows w:Ul. 
therefore. tond. 1t.o be ra:thcr b:Lt.ty ,. but unavoidably so. 

. ,. 

We bo]te 'tihat:. we. have cJ.ar:l:tled whc"l.t we bcl:lov:e t:o he sonc of the 
uai.n. li.nas of dQJ;;UU'c:a"ti.on. Wo. have. set icrth soua v:iews on the Week.snd 
School.;.. WJJ, ha.uo shown. bow' a: positi.on. devel.o.ped whi...ch separated tho class 
and national. struggl.es a:nd do\V!lg'rade.d tho s:i..gni..f:l.aanco o.f the fo.rnar 
Wb.ii.l.G O¥~el:.l'J2hasl..zil:ll.g tho J..attGri WO. have dea:lt id.th the red b.erri.ng Of . .'' '\ 
"ilme. subordination of the. national struggle t.o th.o · class struggl.e.; u we 
have att:lruod th.o. rc.voJ.ut:ionary clwaract..al: of thG :groJL.a:t1:ar:i.~t; and ~ 
ll.e:C-osai.._ey of a : cormwndi et: organ:h.zatlon vi.G-w;i,.ne ev:~g bOO. a ' :pro-l.etar-
i.aa c:J.nsa siiancJ-io.tn.t.; w:o. b.a'Ye do.fondcd tb.e. concept:. of 1thG ''newl:f OD.ert;:i..n6 
force-s. u .AJ.l. of th:ls d.iroetl.y concerns ·tile .q_ueati:on.s w.e are struggl.i.ng 
over i.l1 the Le.~o today,. and we h.op.e conraod~s wi.lJ._ ro-exanine the pos:Lt-
i.cna of the CC n.i.Jlo.r:Lty with tll.ese argw.::J.Cnts in r:dnd now; t.ho socond 
part of tlnis crj_t.ique ~ fallow soont 

:·' ,• 


