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ionary Communist League held a conference recently, at
lear position was adopted, largely in relation to Black
struggles, the main points of which are summarised
The conference came after a period of debate within the

and some of the different positions have been
in the pages of 'Class Struggle' over the past year.
there have been differences, the context in which the
mzs taken place has been one of agreement that many of our oppressec
es have been social chauvinist, and agreement on the need ‘*‘3' <,
such positions. The conference reasserted its support :';“-ef! col
is

ples of Marxism-Leninism as defended and developed
Communist Party of China in the polemic of the 1960's. The
of the polemic is still true today and is the basis of our
2lso reaffirmed our commitment to building the communist
this country.

SOCIAL CHAUVINISM

chauvinism manifested itself most clearly in our
to the struggles of the Irish people and the struggles
people. For example, we did not recognise the
ary nature of the struggle being carried out by the I
uncer the leadership of the Republican Movement and open
National Liberation organisations in 'Class Strugg?
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another forges its owm chaims.

that oppresses
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nationality

ion in all

e, physical

police harassment,

of 211 the state

itions, denial of cultural

and nguage rignts. Black
people have always fought back,
and in the course of the
struggle, have developed thei
own organisations. Whethe
hese organisations are speci-|

cally national, 1like th
Pakistani, Kashmiri, Indian,
Bangladesh Workers Associations,
or not so specifically national
like, Afro-Caribbean Self Help
Asian Youth
Black Parents, they
have an identity which is
nct from that of the
ity nationality. In
addition, cultural and religious
organisations provide a focus
for the struggle against racist

Organisation,
Movement,
all

T understand the nature and form of the struggle againmst
soression, or uphold the need for independent black organ-
3nd black leadership. Instead, racism was seen mzinl
The strug
liberation of Ireland and the struggle against rac
" were both seen as peripheral to the class struggle
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against these positions started well befors
and progress has been made over the past two
e conference marks the end of a particuler stag
of our past social chauvinism,

f”st incomplete, provides us with a basis to g 2
Tex task of developing a strategy for revolutios ir 2=

in the world today is
between the oppressed
and peoples of the wor?
imperialism, and as is
out in the 'Theory of

OPPOSE IMPERIALISM

the true essence

forms of domination,
2 and  hegemonism.
izlism must be part

colonialism and hegemonism

WALES AND SCOTLAND

in an imperialist  Within  Britain  thers
Tike ~ Britain, the national contradictions.
right deviations, are  those between

n social chauvinism,  imperialism and the

dangerous one. Thus nations of Wales anc
to  stress  anti-  Mych work needs tc be
- not as something  the precise relationshiz
or distinct from England, Scotland =anc

- but as an essential but in the meantime,

We went out to bresk e
connection between this cowmtry
and the British empirs, amd
to establish an Irish Repudlic

ATIONAL STRUGGLES

conference
starts from the basis

of national struggles il Believing that the Britisa

rid today. Both Lenin government has mo right =

in pointed to the chang- Ireland, never had azny right
zture  of the national in Ireland, and never cam Baws
in the era of any right in Ireland, the

presence, in any one gemeratiom
of Irish men, of even 2 resp-
ectable minority ready to dis,
to affirm that truth, makss
that government forewer z wswrp-
ation and a crime against humanm
progress.

, 2nd Stalin referred
t that "the national

International and the
nism are far from being

(Foundations
The era when
'g bourgeoisie strugg-
inst feudalism for the

1 personally thank God that
1 have lived to ses the day

analysis, most of which
on England, applies to

nment of nation states when thousands of Irish mes
r bourgeois democratic and boys and hundreds of Irish
has passed. The world women and girls, were
'ves 2e=n divided into oppressor to affirm that truth, aad to
sepressed nations, ‘and attest it with their lives,
w= se¢ nations have to fight if need be .....
axz 1q>emahsm for their
o national independence. We shall rise again! |
struggle for national |
Seraztion draws in many James Commolly. |The zevel
s=ctions of the people.
2 not simply assume that our

oppressed
the con-
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Thus, racise
the wholesale
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¥z Zecong: On New Democracy) assumptions, or Swee

generalisations, ss anc nations
%etionzl struggles in the era  into the same soct 2 = tatie
oF Tmperialism are essentially  pitfall. ‘5'_, oporession is not separ-
struggles of oppressed peoples o rom nationzl oppression
#zainst imperialism - revolut- NATIONAL MIM £he Mighest and most vicious
Immary anti-imperialist il
struggles. Their significance  Another type of nztiorz] comirz- . s
°s reflected in the fact that dictions are people in Britain,
the most sharp contradiction  national minority amongst  other

through racist

oppression, for example, Sikh
Temples, Mosques,Rastafarianism,
Black Churches.

BLACK POWER

wWhilst many of the struggles
are by their nature defensive,
there is also a strong assertion
of national identity, upholding
and promoting national cultures
against the direct repression
and downgrading of all national
minority cultures by English

It is we who have fought your
battles for you, and picked
your cotton for you. We built
this house that you're living
in. It was our labor that built
this house. You sat beneath
the old cotton tree telling
us how long to work or how hard
to work, but it was our labor,
our sweat and our blood that
made this country what

from it.
A1l we're saying today is, it's
payday - retroactive.

Malcolm X

racist society. Strong links
are retained with the countries
of origin in the Third World
- cultural links and political
Tinks in terms of supporting
the struggles for national
liberation in those countries.
On 2 broader ideological level,

the powerful anti-imperialist
tradition of Black Power has
developed - a tradition which

identifies imperialism as a
white power structure and sees
the corrupting effect of racism
on the white population as a
whole. It sees the whole of
the social structure of white
society as being built on the
slave trade and the oppression
of nations. It lays stress
on the autonomy of black
people's struggles and the need
for black people to unite with
each other before entering
alliances with the majority
nationality.

IRELAND
Britain and

fighting
for

people in
have  been

imperialism
of years. Ireland
is Britain's oldest colony,
and the centuries of brutal
oppression of that country by
British imperialism have Tleft
an  anti-Irish racism deeply
embedded in the English
national consciousness and 3
continuation of national
oppression of the Irish national
minority in England.

Irish

Ireland
British
hundreds

The struggle for liberation
in Ireland is of central import-
ance to British imperialism,
because of its long history,
the closeness of Ireland to
Britain and the large Irish
national minority in Britain
among other things. This has
led to close connections between
the struggle in Ireland and
in Britain itself. Historically
Irish people have often played
3 leading role in working class
struggles in  this country.
As with oppressed Black nation-
alities, the Irish uphold and
promote their national culture.



They  have also developed a
powerful anti—imperialist
tradition in Repub]icanism.
This ideology, as put forwarg

by Conno”y and others is a
Tivi revolutionary tradition
: d national
®inority in Ire]and,
2nd  expresseq in  many forms
Including songs and poetry.

ENGLISH WORKING CLASS

identified
and strength

Having

Nature

the advanced
of nationa]

The revolutionary storm in
Africa and Latin America
certainly dea]
the old” worlq a
Crushing bloy.
Comrade Mao Zedong 1966

Asia,
will
the whole of
decisive and

Struggles, ang the need for
Communists to support  ang
Promote them, we must also see

their

ggle

re?ationship to
of the working class

working
nation and is
imbued with
0gy, whilst accepting that
attitudes are not held
raly throughout the class.
working class js still
E capital, byt in
the contradiction
oppressed natipng
of the worlg and
they are, tempor-
east, in alliance
> T.e. racist
" used to enlist
S onto the side
LS oppression
is why the
suffered by
people here
from the

Whilst récognising the effect
of imperialism on  the whole
working class, the conference
agreed that Tabour aristocracy
Still exists and is the main
social force promoting
opportunism ip the working
Class. The precise nature of
this labour aristocracy and

the way it influences the work-
ing class stil] needs analysing,
This work should pe Tinked to
the  work on the development
of a class analysis,

STRATEGIC ALLIANCE

Accepting that the working class
and i minority people
face the same enemy - British
imperialism, the strategy the

The  worker is  the slave of
capitalist society, the female
is the slave of that slave,

James Connolly,

constitute
Population,
thirds of ijtg work
receive on tenth of the
income and own Jess
one  hundredth of the
property,
ited  Nations

Women

world's
nearly two
hours,

half

world's

1980 un Report

that
i.e.
an alliance between the struggle

conference
of a Strategic

adopted was
alliance

of the working class against
its exploitation and oppression
and the struggle of national
minority people against national
oppression. This s the Tong
term stratGQY, and the precise
tactics for achieving this are
still being developed, however,
any unity between the two
struggles must start from mutual
recognition of them, and partic-
ularly from majority working
class Support for the struggle
of  national minority people
for Free National Development
(the right of national minority

people to autonomy ipn areas
of concentration, with political

power, economic resources and
the freedom for the national
minority culture to grow and
flourish), The majority working
class will pe mobilised on tha
basis of the struggle against
its own exploitation and
oPPression, but we will argue
for their Support  for  the

Struggles of national minorities
as part of
egic alliance.

Our tactics will
the recognition
attitudes are not held uniform-
ly throughout the class. There
is a spectrum which includes
a thorough]y racist section,
a middle section which has brgk-
en  with i certain

racism in
aspects, and an advanced section

be based on
that racist

which can unite With national
minority struggles. The more
advanced ye would expect to

FASCISM

The conference agreed that the
context in which the struggles
of  the national minorities,
oppressed women  and
the working are taking
i the British

great majority

working people  ip
in order to re-establ-
strong position among
imperialist countries,
There is trend towards fascisp
i itain, It was also agreed
that more theoretical work needs
to be done on the question of
fascism,

of  the
Britain,
ish 3

ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT

Taking note of the growing anti-
r moy

wa vements ip Europe, North
America and  the Sgyet Blac,
the conference a1so agreed that
the of “the two
Puts the whole worlq

war, The Peace

varying polit-

ard  more

0 Dbe done ogn
unilateralism/

different
Deace movement
and how t ¢ the struggle
against the ys which has bases
here, with the Struggle against
the Soviet Union.

WOMEN'S OPPRESSION

Conference Passed 2 resolution
on the question of  women's
oppression. This resolution
asserts that ip the past, we
have paid only lip-service to
the question of women's oppre-
i In order to overcome
it was agreed that at
least some comrades  should be
enabled to make WOrk on women
8 priority, to ensure that the
necessary theoretical work to
develop ~oyr line, gets done.
Mass work amongst women should
also  be accorded g priority
and more attention should be
given to the aspect of women's
oppression in a1y our areas
of work,

This is on the basis that a1
women are oppressed as  women,
but  where possible we should
engage in struggles of the most
oppressed women - working class
national minority women,
Womens fight against  their
oppression " takes many  forms

organised struggles against
the state, resistance to male
violence, campaigns for better
health care for example, We

cannot  give 4 blueprint for
what form sych Struggles wil]
take - a1 comrades “should be

alert to the

Possibilities and
recognise the g4

significance of
such struggles. As we carry
out this we will
allies amongst sections of the
women's movement .

REVOLUTION
Conference reasserted that ye

must  uphold Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Zedong Thought and use it

Comrade Mao Zedongw
ceveloped Marxism~Leninism in
the course of the Chinese
Fevolution ang ip the struggle
@gainst Soyiet revisionism anq
Lpheld its revolutionary nature,
It is Comrade Mao and other
Third World revolutionaries
in  Asia, Africa  and Latin
kmerica who have upheld Marxism-

Creatively,

‘truggles  of
reoples  and

oppressed
nations against
‘mperialism, We must “learn
from  such revolutionaries ag
imilcar Cabral, Steve Biko,
Falcolm X and Tink  Marxism.
Leninism-Mag Zedong Thought
with the Tiving revolutionary
fraditions of Republicanisp
@nd  Black Power that already
€Xist in this country,

This report summarises the main
Foints  frop the conference,
‘n future issues of 'Class
“truggle’ i

ary movement here, the impTic-
itions of conference decisions
for  our work, and  women's
oppression.




