KAMPUCHEA:

AND FANTAS

with brutal ruthlessness the old
end unfit, That is, indeed, the
implication which Lacouture wished
us to draw from the sentence, and
ne doubt Penguin Books are quite -
happy that we should draw precisely
this oonclusion, embarking upon

the text itself with a suitable
shudder of disgust and a frisson

of pleasurable anticipation of more
blood end thunder to come.

Alas for Penguin Books , the
quotation is totally worthless,
as I shall shertly show, and,
mereover, the text itself, although
it has frequently been wildly
; misused by these harbouring evil
It is perhaps hardly surprising designs and purposes against
that top people in the imperialis% Kampuchea, as will beoome apparent,
heartlends of the West have gone does not, preper]# considered,
so far out on & limb gunning for live up to the “promise"™ ef such
Democratic Kampuchea, their faith- a sensational introductory quote.
ful leckeys of the media falling 0f Ponchaud's 94 testifying wit-
over each other for the privi- nesses; only five even claim them-
lege of lending conviction to the selves to have seen any executions,
fevered inventions of their masters,But there is a further complicat-
I say "hardly surprising', for the ion,.since some of his star wit-
people's viotory in Kampuchea was nesses have changed their evidence
so swvif't, so total, so irrevocable, ever time, conjuring up more lurid
that it heralded speedy liberation tales to satisfy the humour of the
in all neighbouring and comparable day and age: Te the careful and
peasant nec-colonial economies -- sceptical reader, Ponchaud'a boek,
such as, most partioularly, Thail- in point ef fact, is surprbaingly
and, Burma, Malaya and Indonesis, sympathetic and fair to the Khmer
Significantly, the real mud- Rouges (Kampuchean oommunists).
slinging and slander started just Just to select one passing comment
before the 1976 eleotions in Thai- more or less at random, I'll
land, in order to help the Right -- repeat this one (from pp. 32-33
needlessly, as it turned out, for ¢f the English language edition):
the machinery of repression was ®_.. some of the Buropeans (i.e.
8 lready tested and operative, in the Prefh Embassy after liber-
gearing up for the blood-dren:hul ation but prior to their evacuat-
coup in October that year. ion), who theught they were the
Penguin Books are weighing in greatest victims ef the revelution,
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selves, They were used to living
bution to the campaign —- an English, o, opediq in the kind of cemfort
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language versien of Father Ponchaud's i) ., onjeyed in their heme countri-

notorious bock Cambodia Year Zere. . The Khmer Reuges treated the
It is worth spending a little time ., .. very decently. They did
on consideration of this book, for, their beat to make this compulsery

given the publishers, it is likely 3
%o have Somé ilpect,'snd thare internment as psinless as posaible:

will be very few readers who chance
upon it who kmow anything about
Cambodia and the revolution there
(except perhaps.for some lurid
‘horrer stories waguely recalled
from the press),

Inoredibly, Penguins have chosen the werth of these gifts." Further
to emblaszon both the front ahd the :
rear covers of the paperback edition ien, which cannet but have been
with a quote from &éhe totally diso- painful te him,wishing as he did
redited and new notorious Jean to paint the commnists as bleod-
Laceuture review from the New York thirsty mass murderers, that he
Review of Beoks.Inoredibly, because personally "saw no dead bedies
— leave aside the soandal of Lac~ either in Phnem Penh er outside
@uture's whele review (for which he the town..." (p.39). Furthermere,
eventually had to apologise and he is candid ensugh to declare in
from which he partially retracted
when pressed to do so by Noam
Chemsky)— the actual quote Penguins ary, and that he, like meny o
have ohosen is one about which mich had "lenged to see™ it (p.10).
yontroveray has raged, and which — . -
these whe have tollowed the matter:
know now not to be worth the paper
it is reproduced on, The quote is:
"When men who talk of Marxism are
able to say that only 1.5 million
young Gambedians, out of six
aillion, will be eneugh to rebuild
a pure society, one can no longer
speak of barbarism; what barbarians
have ever acted in this way?"

Now the clear implioation is
that Kampuohea's communist leaders
are prepared callously to 1liquid-
ate all but some $ {roction of
the votal population -- discerding

er surveillance, and in addition
to water and rice they supplied us

ght us live pigs te slaughter,
Knewing how frugel their own diet
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_ that the Cambodian people will -
we were never subjected to searches

with beer and oigerettes, and brou- ermination which Penguins wish us

was, it was hard net te appreoiate.

en Ponchaud mekes the simple admiss- the wily Father

his new intreduction to the English
text that thé revolution was necess- p,;5ned in Prench only, newspaper
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tould freely misrepresent its ¢
burden secure in the knowledge
that few English readers would
bother to dig out and read the
French text, Maybe ethers will
now be encouraged to read it and
compare its actual centents,
carefully scrutinised, with typ-
icel flights of fancy elaborated
upon it,

FEAR

In passing, it is worth drawing
the reader's attention to another
book, of scant intrinsic merit to
be sure, which alsc is obliged to
concede the point that the Khmer
Reuges toak pains to care for for-
eigners who fell into their hands -
even these they had cause te believe
might be hostile, I refer to the
American crew ef the Mayaguez,
whese testimony on this point is
spperently unanimous (they ewed
their lives to the sacrifices made
by their Kampuohean captors).

The beek in question is The four
?ﬂg of lgg%az, by R. Rewan
Nerten, 1975). The only time they
were in real danger was when they
happened to be under the wanten

and unpreveked aerial attacks
mounted against Kampuchea by Pres-
ident Ford in totally unnecessary
"retaliation", One could alse quete
in this context the experiences ef
foreigners whe have happened te
stray acress the frontier from Thai -
1and since liberation (for example,
the Japanese journalist Naeki
Mabuchi in April 1976 -- whe alse,
incidentally, even then reperted
that the people "all appeared to
be well-fed and in geod health"),

Which brings us to the after
all mere impartant quesation in
the leng run: how the erdinary
people of Kampuchea have fared
since liberatien., And first let us
turn to the Laceuture quete, used
by Penguins -—- almest certainly
with Ponchaud's permission er
acquiesoence, New this is really
extraerdinary, becquse Penchaud
has alveady admitted in private
oerrespendence with the ever-
vigilant Neoam Chomsky that in
fact —— a8 I pointed out in my
own artiole in The Guardian
(8/5/78) — the saying was not
attributable to any partioular
official, but was a common phrase,
simply carrying the implioation

The basic point is that, for
all the flourish of cerreberative
detail, Ponchaud's guesstimates
of 1 million or so "peace" (i.e.
post-liberation) deaths basically
rest, as he has again admitted
privately, upon the follewing
sources: US and Frech embassies
in Southeast Asia, and "American
care services in Bangkek", Ponch-
aud was cautious enough net to use
the noterious faked interview
with Khieu Samphen, which is eften
cited by Western "sohelars™ and
“experts", because -- agein he
admitted to Chomsky in private —-
"I did not quete Famiglis Gristi~
.ana of 3eptember 1976, for I
knew for certain that the Italian
Jeurnalist writing in that jourmal
never interviewed Khieu Samphan;
she was in the company of French
&ounalists and never lefc them,”

etter of 17/8/77.) In this conn-
ection, Rebert Mess, when asked
what his source was for talking
of a million dead, oited this
very interview: I recently in

an epen letter toc the Dail
ZTelegraph (not published, but
presumably forwarded te Moss)
asked him what his source was new
that his previous “seurce" (a
deliberately faked interview)
had been disoredited, but he has
s8¢ far effered no reply. And so
it gees en.

I'm serry if all this bores
yeu, but yeu will ses what we are
up against trying to clear the
thickets of black propaganda in
erder. to open up real disocuss -
ien on the Kampuchean Revelutionh -
its memns, its significance, its
achievements to date, and its
promise, It is good that mere
ond more visiters are now going
to the country and adding their
eye-witness reperts to those ef
the earliest visiters and te
official statements. It is clear
that here we are faced with a
really radical rural revelutien,
breaking away in impertant
respects from all previcus models
(with, to take but one familiar
example, abolition ef money), I
am, in fact, hopefully helding

anlwe every task whatever the
edds, The point is that it deoes
net oarry the implication ef ext-

to draw from it -- and this by
Penchaud's ew, private (never
public) admission! It is tactios
like this which :::’ d;::::?. f:r back completion ef my ewn beek
on Kampuchea lest a chance pres-
Chemsky and others who have brave: gnts jtself to see for mel;f
ly tried te staunch the torrent : i
of lies, inventions, and misint-
erpretations abounding in media
treatment ef Kampuchea,

Misuse of the book has formed
much of the substamce ef much
of the Western oomment, en Kem-
puchea, As long as the beok re-

A feotnote on the conflict
with Vietnam, Kampuchean ®aggress-
ion" has been gleefully aspized
upon by the reactionary press as
a further stick with which te
beat their “sadistio murders"
(charming epithet on a Times
headline, actually describing an
ineident on the Thai border in
whioh the US-backed Khmsr Serei
exiles were invelved), In fact,
there is a great deal at stake ~-
as the “experts should know, As
.leng ago as 1972, the World Bank
pointed out that the Mekong River
Develepment plans -- if implement-
ed -- would displace 700,000
Khmer and ethnio Lao peasants,
while the main benefits would
flew to Saigon and Bangkok. s
the World Bahk made clear, a
"regional" appreach would faveur
the two biggest Mekeng basin
aountriea (Thailand and Vietnam)
while inflioting high costs on
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Cambodia, Democratic Kampuchea's
leaders are not preépared to accept
these -- or any other costs --
which would detract from the
country's hard-won independence
and right to go its own way:
"With both Vietram and Thailand
relying upon installations deep
inside Cambodia, tke Cambodian
leaders would face the choice

of serving their rivals' inter-
ests -- or facing the military
and political consequences if
they did not. There is little
doubt what the consequences might
be. Vietnam and Thailand together
have a population of some 90-95
million people, The Cambodians
mumber less than 8 million," So
much for Kempuchea's "irrational-
ity", "xenophobia", and all the
rest of the vilification reserved
for it in the Western media,..




