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THREE NATIONS ONE ENEMY

bl

| "fhe results of the 'devol-
Jt!.oa‘ referendun in Scotland put
the I.bour governnent in an.
aviomrd position. For a simple
ma jority of voters opted for a
Scottish Assembly. The West-
flnster Parliament, however,
said that there should be at
least 40% of the electorate
in favour before it could
agres to devolution. )
t If the law required parlia-
ta.ry candidates to get such
e percentage of their
tituente® votes before they
c:;d become MPs, then the House
of Commons mld ‘be three-
mlﬁdn empty !

" Because labour won't deliver
mgw on devolution, the
Scottish Nationalists joined

" the Tori.s and some others in
" the ‘vote of no confidence which
has - forced: an: earlier genernl
-lmuu,

In I&lu a large njority
vohd lgl!.nlt dovolut:lon.

'y tc tactics

. «Od this question the capital
iat. les pll showed their
kotten nature, but by far the
vont mas the labour Party.

. The Tories took s fairly
oensisteat, straightforward .
‘seactiongry stand, claiming that
devolution would break up
Britain, and paying no attent-
Hon to the national wishes of
the Welsh and Scottish peoples.

‘The Liberals have supported
devolution: for a long time,
largely because ‘a lot of their
ptrength was drwvm from Celtic
areas, and they | ‘had to pay
some attention to Welsh and
Scottish demands to keep their
pupport.

.1labour was only ‘converted’
to devolution as a result of the
last two general elections.

For the labour Party, the quest-
jon was not one of the national
rights of the Scottish and Welsh
peoples. but how to get votes
and keﬂ seats.

‘The “1gger threat to Labour
was in Scotland, where the
Scottish National Party (SNF)
had won mainly Tory seats in
the 1974 general electionms,
but where most of the seats
now threatened by any swing
to the SNP are labour.

In Wales, Plaid Cymru (PC =
the Welsh National Party) does
not represent such a threat to
Labour seate, which are con-
centrated in the industrial
South East, where Welsh nationa
consciousness is far weaker
‘than in West and North Hest
Wales.

"labour's answer to the Nat-
ionalist challenge took account
of this difference between
Wales and Scotland. It offered
Agsemblies to both nations,
but proposed to give the =cott-
ish one greater powers than
the Welsh one.

Meanwhile, of course, in
both cases, real parliamentary
power would remain at West~
minster, while the Sritish
capitaliSt class would hold
3tate power over all three
cations. It was therefore

‘small iondez; that many ﬁation;

‘alist-minded people in Wales
‘and Scotland didn't consider it
worthwhile turning out to vote.

labour's MPs in Wales
Some Iabour MPs in Wales '
campaigned for’'a "Yes" vote

in the devolution referendum,
’includizg lﬁe}i‘ul Foot.

Foot, as. Hinister for ! > .
Unemploykent"”, was responaible
'for the closing down of a steel
worka in his congtituency which
put a great many of his constit-
wents out of work He therefore
had good grounds to fear that
Plaid Cymru would cash in on
local discontent — and might

eat him at the next election.

However, six other lLabour

MPs in the industrial heartlands

of Wales (where the labour Party
still has a lot more influence
than in most of the rest of
“Britain) campaigned against

a '"Yeés" vote, and thug contrib-
uted to the heavy defeat of the:
devolution _proposals in Wales. -

'l'he labour leadership toler—
ated these MPs' action, and made
no real effort to counter these
opponents of devolution in the
labour ranks. Labour's leaders

weren't really interested in

devolution for Wales anyway.

Labour's manceuvres over dev-
-olution show that they are only
Anterested in the peoples of
Wales and Scotland as voters,
-and nothing more.

‘National cppression in Wales
and Scotland 2

If Wales and Scotland had wor
assemblies as a result of the
referendua, the working
‘people of the two nations
would have found out very
quickly that it made very little
difference to them, and this
wouldhave been the best positive
‘outcome of the whole affair.
The *national question’ in
Britain would not have been
resolved, nor would the social
problems faced by Welsh and
Scottish workers.

We in the Communist Workers'
Movement place no trust in the
*solutions’ peddled by capita’-
‘ist parties. In the British
Isles, there are three nations
{inglish, Scottigh and Weish)
and part of a fourth (the Irish)
under the direct rule of the
British state. Wales, jcotland
and the occypled six counties of
Ireland suffer national
oppression.

(The question of Ireland is
of course a different matter
from the questions of Wales and
eotland, and should be resol-
ved by complete British with-
h.ra.wal and the formation of a
genuinely independent 32-county
Irish state.)

Suppression of Welsh and
Scottish of 1ife

In Wales and Scotland the
British ruling class actively
tried for centuries to stamp out
Welsh and Scottish culture, and
in particular the Gaelic and
Welsh languages i

For example in Scotland, the
wearing of the kilt was banned

tt ver the 1745 rebdllion. In
ales, Welsh people were not
lallowed to use their own lang=-
uage in law courts from Tudor
times right into this century.
In 1870, before compulsory
aducation (in English, of
course) was introduced, 80%

of the population of Ha.les, and
most_of the population of the

" Jeottish Highlands -and Western

Isles spoke TGaelic. For years
‘children who spoke their own

language in sché¢ol were pun-
ished and’ treated like idiots.

Things are changing now,-
thanks to the resistance put up
by Welsh and Gaelic speakers,
but English education, radio,
TV, and the necessity of
speaking English in order to
*get on in the world® have taken
their toll, and today only just
over a fifth of the population
of Wales speak Welsh, while

1lic only remains strong in

Western Isles.

In Wales and Scotland, the
te of unemployment is higher
than in Zngland. Much of their

Yndustry is in decline and
is not being replaced by new
industries.

For a socialist, federal
re;ggbﬂc of Britain
Devolution within the British

4mperialist state is no answer
for Wales and Scotland.

_ In the short term, the
immediate demands in the CWM's
programme concerning Wales and
3cotland should be fought for.
In the long term, the CWM bel- .
jeves that the national question
in Wales and Scotland can only
be solved by the establishment
of a socialist, federal repub-
1lic of Britain, in which Eng-
Nand, Wales and Scotland are
sister republics with control
of their own economic develop-
nent education, legal pract-
ices, militia and cultural life.

Such a federal union of the
three nations will be voluntary,
wnd strong because of that. The
Jederal institutions will re-
present the common interests of
the workers of the three
nations, and will control the
currency, the main body of the
armed forces, and foreign
p°11¢¥ They will work to

and strengthen the polrtica.l
unity (i.e. unity in their
comnitment to socialidt devel-
‘opment) of the peoples of
England, Scotland and Wales.

- Because the federal republic
#4111 be socialist, and the work-
ing class will hold state power
in it, its government will be
able to put into effect
policies which serve the working
zlass and working people as a

hole, while taking into account

national cnaracteristics of

e three nations.

The republic will face the

- task of formulating policles of

economic development which wiil
provide full employment for the
peoples of the three natlons.
Such policies would stop the
drift from Wales and Highland
Scotland to England and the
Scottish lowlands. It is only
possible to put policies like

this into effect under a
socialist economy which produces
to satisfy people’s needs, not
for profit.

The republic will need to
ﬁmvide ample funds for the
publication of a wealth of
literature in Welsh and Gaelic.
It will also need to encourage
those English-speakers who live
in Scotland and Wales to learn
the native languages of those
countries (by persuasion, not
by law or any form of compul-
sion) so that the unity of the
working people in these lands
will be strengthened not
weakened.

For a multi-national communist
party y

' Although the national quest=
ion in Britain is important, it
is not the central questio.
facing the working people of
the three nations (unlike in

“ Treland). The class conflict
between workers and ca.pitn.lists
counts for more.

The communists of all three
nations must form one party to
fight the same main enemy,
British imperialism, in the
same stage of revolution, the
soclalist stage. They must
fight for the unity of the three
peoples

There should be a ‘division
of labour®' between English
commmists, and Welsh and Scott=
ish communists. 1lish commun-
ists should work of
convincing English working
people that Wales and Scotland
should have the right to leave
Britain if they choose. Welsh
and Scottish communists should
mainly work to persuade the
working people of their nations
that, although they should have
the right to. decide whether or
not to remain within the British
state, they should use that
right in favour of staying with
the English working class in
the same state.

The national question in
Britain can only be resolved
through the socialist revolut-
ion of the English, Welsh and
Scottish workers, along with the
workers of all other national-
ities living in Britain,
under the leadership of their
united revolutionary working
class party. The capitalist
class will never give Wales and

_Scotland their full national

right.-

[ F‘ollo\ung are some Lumed-
iate demands put forward
on the subject of the nat-
ional question in the pro=-
gramme of the CWM:~ .

# The right of self- .
determination for the peo-
-ples of Wales and Scotland,
up to and including secess-
ion.

* Equal status with English
for Welsh and. Gaelic in
Wales and Scotland respect-
ively, and the vigorous
promotion and safeguarding
of the cultures of all-nat~-
jons and nationalities under
the. British state.
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