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RISE OF  IMPERIALISM

- The British ruling cless - in which the English monopoly capit—
alists hold the dominant position - is founded on imperialism. .
The feudal system was shattered by the great peasant revolts led
by Wat Tyler, John Ball and Jack Straw angd finally‘destroyed,bythe
6ivil wars of the 15th century and the policies of the Tudor state.
As Marx pointed out, the Tudor monarchy was "itself a produet o f
bourgeois development®. It was the instrUment‘of,thefrising cap-

italist class of the "new nobilityn which forcibly broke up the fe-
udal estates of themfeudal,ndbillty~and‘the.monasteriesyand~centr4
alised all aUthorityiundeeringfandmpafliament.ﬁ’Theﬁpeasantryvwas'
driven forcibly from the langd and cast on the labour market as a
proletariat.‘ﬁgTheNcbmenalands]wére‘useurpéd\and-ehclOSed;for wool
production. 7The"WQOlfénd;QtherﬁcOmmoditiQSCprOduced on the great
estates were sold in the market for a prpfitj~or,alternativelyires
nts were extracted from tenants whose lncomes were derived fiom wo—
ol production. . T T P T -

The first stage in the development of capitalism, called the

"manufacturing periode by Marx, extended from "the middle of Hhel6th -

century to the last third of the 18th century". The capitalist ma-
nufacturer bought wool in bulk from the big landlord or tenant fa-
rmer. and put it out to be made into cloth by spinners, weavers etc
who worked in their own homes and were paid by the piece. The ma-~
nufacturer then sold the finished products to merchants who organ-—
ised its sale at home and abroad. Landlords, manufacturers an g

merchants were part ang parcel of the same exploiting class.’

During the 16th century it was the landlords who were the deci-
sive section, making for economic advance as they brokc up the old
feudal order. But as the 17th century advanced, they and the mo-
narchy became g retarding force - pursuing pOlicies‘which]held‘ba—
ck trzde and industry preventing capital accumulated by merchants
and manufacturers from being reinvested in commerce and manufactu-—
re. - Cromwell from the disaffected petty~gentry, was the leader of
revolutionary forces which overthrew the hegemony of the king and
great landlords. " The Cromwellian revolution Tinally established -
the dominance of the merchant capitalists, but to achieve this end,
Cromwell rallied the great masses of the people - small traders,
yeomen farmers, artisans and poor workers = to support the popular
cause of Republicanism and prcvide the backbone of his New. Model
Army, the like of which Furope had never seen before. o

i
R et



6.

But immediately victory was won, CromwWell turned on his radical al-
lies - the egalitarian levellers - and..crushed them by force. ‘He
returned to be feasted by~ the merchants:of the City of Loxdon.
Cromwell's armies also occupied Scotland, Wales and Ireland, impos—
ing economic unity and extending the power of the English capital —
igts in alliance with' the guisling merchants of those countries.
Later, a tamed monarchy wa's 1nstalled buu parllament remained uhe
decisive institution of state. 2
An aggress1ve 1mper1al policy was pulsued which. allowed the Brm
itish ruling class to build a vast empire.  From the Tudor period,
colonisation of the New World had been taking place, while English
' meérchants. ‘had achieved a Vlrpual monopoly of the Slave Trade. This
*“adlng in slaves perslqtcd for over 3 centuries and at a conserva-
tive estlmate, over 50 million Africans were transported. The great
wealth derived from the Slave Trade and the Slave Plantations ot
the New World, coupled with the wild plundering of India, enabled
British cap1+allsts to accumulate sufflclent capltal to launch the‘
indus trlal revolution. : :

Industry had ‘been develOplng since Tudor times — with coal min--
ing, lead, tin, iron and copper mining; increascd iron smelting ba-
ged on coal instrad of charcoal; foundries and workshop for arms w
production and shipyards. Textlles too weea thriving industry.
Nevertheless, most ploductlon was still at the handicraft stave.
But industrialisction rapidly speeded up from the last third of thep
18th century, as the fortunes of the slave masters snd nabobs allo-
wed full use to be made of scientific and technical inventions. .
Textiles, power, coal—mlnlng, transport and iron and steel industr-

ies were rapidly developed Mass production anc¢ the factory syst-
em and the great new towns of slums to house the workers came into -
being, making Britain 'the "workshop of the worldh. It was. thehpde

day of gunboat diplomacy -too, when Britain acted as self- app01nted
gondarme, Anc much the same arrogant ranner as present day U S 1mp~
erlallsm o : :

As the,Brltlsh rullng class bullt its world empire, destroylng
the civilisations and cultures of the nations and peoples it ensla-
ved, so it assiduously began to develop its chauvinistic and raci-

allst phllosophy and culture. Ra01allst "explanations" were invok
ed to "excuse!" the oppression and exploitation of colonial people
everywhere° Imperlallsm of necess1ty spawns. ra01allsm 1n its 1de~

ology and culuure

QlTlSH lMPERI/—\LbM TODAY
Prior to World War 1, the British Empire Suretched from Canada,
the Carlbbean, Mexico, Argentlne, Venezuela and Chile in..the West,
through the "Lion's Share"™ of Africa, the Arab lands, Persia,. the.
Indian sub con+1nent ‘South Bast Asia to. Australas1a and China in .

the East

Brltlsh 1mper1allst also owned over 40% of U. S. eoultv at this tlme;f;?-

But the growth of its rivals in the USA, Japan, Germany, France
ate. two”world wars and the unparalleled growth of the Natlonal
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‘leeratlon Wovement in the colonies and neo-colonies have all led to
the decline of British imperialism.

' Nevertheless, British imperialism is still active today, second
only to U.S. imperidism in the scope of its looting and exploitatin.
It is to be found in Azania (South Africa) - where it has investme~
ntg wath over £1,000 million; in South West Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia
Kenya, Nigeria, Ghana, Sierrs Leone, the Middle Fast oil lands; in’
India, Malaya, Borneo and Bruneil, Hong Xong; the Caribbean and ot-
her territories. The imperialisgsts exploit cheap labour in these

 spheres of influence; control markets; and plunder plentiful raw

materials - oil, gold, dismonds, tin, copper, uraniuwn, other metals;
coal and 1iron, cocoa, tea, rubber, copra, palm oil and suger. :

They also have huge manufacturlng, banklng, shipping end insurance

1nter°sts in these territories. : ‘ ,', ‘

- The imperialist concerns suoh as Shell, B.P., Burma 0il, R. T iy
I.C.I., Unilever, Charter Consolidated and the companies of the -
~ Anglo-American Corporatlon make the highest returns on thelr capit-—
al — often well over 20% net annually, ‘while domestic businesses
usually only make about 13% per ~ and 8% post - tax return at the

~ present time. hccording to official sources, Brltlsh,lmperlallsm
“has over £10, OUGm¢1110n invested OVerseas.jv’ o ; S
' Modern 1mper1a115m is the final stage of capltallsm ', Over the

past 70 years or so, monopoly formation has gone ahead in all secto
rs of the capitalist economy- ~ in response ‘to international compet—
ition and to the regular crises of over production in the capitalist
system. Through monopoly formatlon, the big capltallst is strivig
to gain greater control over hls economlc env1ronment and’ greater ‘
proflts. ~ £ '

- . The blg bankers, landlorﬂs and 1noustrialists have fused into ‘a
tightly knit group (flnance capitalists) which controls all sectors
of the economy through various monopolies. This oligarchy subjug-
ates all other strata of the propertied classes and has complete
control ofthe state apparatus - governmental institutions, academic
and cultural bodies - mass media and the armed and police forces.

The various national monopolists have dividéd up the world into
their spheres of influence, colonies and neo-colonies where they
control abundant raw materials for home-based (and increasingly over
seas-based) menufzcturing 1nduqtrj,cmn explolt cheap labour amd '
have control over markets. ,

In the past few years the tempo of Tonopoly formatlon has speed~
ed up with the 3mperlallsts%ate aiding the process in two ways
1) By mnationalisation. Basic sectors of the economy which proved
unprofitable or inefficient for capitalism as a whole under private
ownership, have been taken under capitalist class (state) ownershlp,
with the people paying ‘compensation’ to the ex-owners and 'public
debts' to the city moaeylendero for capital loaned to modernise the
state industries. Power, coal-mining, iron snd steel, pos tal ser-
vices etc. : :
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2) By rationelisation. “he government through various agenclesen~
courages mergers in various parts of the economy and gives ‘'develo-

pment grants' to newly formed monopolies. Again the people subsi-
dise the monopoly capitalists, The Tories helped mergers in text-
iles, aircraft manufacture and among port emplovers The Labour

government has given much greater help still %o amalgamating monopo-
lies, including electrical engineering (GEC~-AEl and Reyrolle-Parsas)
cars (Leylands~BNH), computors (ICT-English Electric- Elliott - Ple-~
ssey); and is starting to sponsor ratlonallsatlon dwong c:azaltaal
plant engineering firms.

Meanwhile big bankLng, insurance, textile, shlpbulldlng and other
mergers are going ahead, often with government backing. In every
sector of the economy there are monopolies. ' '

" SICK MAN OF EUROPE

British imperiglism is in serious difficulties: it is the 20 th
century "sick man of Europe". The rise of the National ILiberation
movements throughout the world and the intensification of inter—
imperialist rivalry and competition have brought this about. The
British imperialists have been forced to grant at least nominal in-
dependence to former colonies; and now using lccal Uncle Toms a s
camoulflage, the 1mperlallst% are hoping to perpetuate their econo-
mic exploitation in the neo-colonialist way.  But the U.S., French,
German and Japanese imperialists are continually cutting in on for-
mer British spheres of influence, and the U.3. imperialists in par-
ticular have pushed their British rivals out of a lot of territories
— or at least replaced them as Number 1 exploiter - as in the Midde
East, India, Australasia, Canada, the Caribbean and South America.

Wor centurles, The British 1mper1allsta have had a‘balanoeafpay—k‘

B ments deficit™ in terms of trade. But in the m st, "invieible®

earnings from overseas investments, insurance, international banking
services, shipping etc., have more than corrected for this deficit.
The chronic export of capital for overseas investment - the hallmark
of finance - capitalist imperislism - has continued - in 1964 reach
ing at leagt £1.200 million. Overseas government spending (grants
to neo-colonialist regimes to facilitate imperialist penetratlon)
topped £135 million, while the arms bill was well in excess of
£2,000 million. The arms bill of course is paid for out of taxesby
the people of Britain. It pays for the protection of the private
investments overseas. of the imperialists. Very little in the way
of profits is being remitted back to Britain nowadays, as the tend-
ency is for profits to be ploughed back into further schemes of exp
ansion and exp101tatlon overseas (sep Slr Val Duncan s Chalrman s

Report to RTZ in 1967).

The Labour Government has encourdged the contlnulng long term
export of capitel for imperialist purposes. The Wilson government
has also done its utmost, correspondingly, to prop up sterling as a
reserve currency. This is a profitable business for the Dbanking
and trading tycoons of the City, but it necessitates deflationary
measures to protect the pound agdinst adverse speculation, engenderd
by the weakened position of British imperialism and its balance o f




‘ paynents deficit. A further reason for deflation, and therefore

the forcing down of Worklng peoples' 11v1ng standards in Britain,is
- the 1mper1allst attempt to push down prices of British exports.

By means of increasing exports, the 1mperlallsts hope to earn for-
~eign currencies for further oversees investment. Their over-riding
concern is with getting the highest returns possible on their inv-
~estments: and this means investing in South Afflcas Hong Xong and
other colonies and neo-colonies. : .

‘D@fl&thﬂeraﬂS v1rtual‘stagnation ofrindustrial production wWit—
hin Britain and decressing standards of living and rising unemploy.
ment for working people.  The imperiszlists convinue to hit record
profits overseas and by concentrating on this maximal profiteering,
- while neglecting to invest in Britain, the imperialists steadily
destroy the British economy. Raw materials in the form of mineidls,
technical knowledge and mappower are not utilised, =and the economy
is geared to dependence on overseas raw materials. . The most str-
iking case is with the power industry. The coal 1ndustry ig kil
led for want of 1nvestment and development, while o0il is made  the
basis of the power 1ndustry e Yet half the 011 1nduqtry in Brltam
is U. .'owned. L S :

US iMPEREALISM ok SR

- U.8S. 1mperlallsm is the main enemy of the peoples of the world.
It controls 60% of the world's known resources. It is the chief
exp101ter ‘in the Middle East, Asia, Africa and Iatin America. Yet
it is .also the harshest exp101ter of tbe peoples of Canada; Aust-
'ralaﬂla and Western Europe : -

U.s. monopolles have over £4 000 mllllon 1nvested in Britain — .
in 0il, cars, - drugs, CheMlC&l&, computers, engineering, hou~
sehold goods,  food- dtuffs; detergents, cosmetics and a host of
other enterprl%eq This is as muoh as the /.S. has invested 1in

the whole of the rest of Europe.  The profits of U.S. firms run at
an average 154 - 16% per yesary compared with the 13% pre - and 18%
post-tax returns for British firms

, Vauxgalls (General Motors) remit an average ?lO mllllon and
Fords £9.5million a year in profit to the U.S.A. The U.S. drug
firms make a net average 33% return on cgital each year from soak-
ing the National Hezlth Service. Altogether U. S.flrms remlt £400
million in profits to the U.S5.A. each year. :

There are also U.S. airforce bases, polaris submarlne base° and
radar stations all over these islands, turnivg them into a front
line base and warning stations for the U.S. 1nperlallst warmongers.
‘We also suffer the continued invasion of U.S. culture - Bunny Clubs
trashy sex-and-violence magazines and books, drugs, imperialist war
propeganda, countless Americen television programmes and films of
gangsters, CIA Spies, agents, sex, violence, sadism, racialism znad
the enervating pap of "showbig" entertainment. Al]l desgignied to
‘subvert the people and drug their minds with SHD“IflClal values and

selfishness.
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There are two main zspects of British imperialism in relation to
U.S. imperialism. There is the QUISLING aspect -~ best exemplified
by those members of the ruling class who take local directorship of
U.S. subsidiaries in this country, end hold minority blocks of sha-
res in these companies, e.g. Lord Cromer, ex-Governor of the Bankof
Ingland, who now heads IBM's British division; and the Rootes family

There is also the ANTI-U.S. aspect, as exemplified by those mon-
polies most in conflict with -U.S., competitors at home and abroad —
such as ICI, British Leylands and B.P. Sir Paul Chambers,; ex Chair-
man of I.C.I. and now head of Royal Insurance, has been mosi outsp-
oken in his warnings of impending complete U.S. takeover anhd t h e
reduction of Britain to the status of an economic and political sa-
tellite. ‘

But most British imperidists show both aspects of the contradic-

tion in their relationship with US imperialism. = ICI is daggers
drawn with Du Ponts, yet they cooperate with Alcoa in British Alumi
nium. Shell and Esso have clashed bitterly in Surinam and at the

Buraimi Oasis, but still they are drilling together in the North Se.

Many British monopolies are heav1ly involved with US banks - RTZ
besides working with Kaisers and Newmonts, owe over £130 million to
U.S. banks. Anglo-American Corporation (and the associated firms
like De Beers and Charter Consolidated) have close ~-links "~ with
Morgan Guaranty and Engelhard Inc.,Hill-Samuel the merchant bankes
who supplied Lord Melchett as bOoS of the nationalised steel indus-—
try as well as members of the government's National Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, are partly owned by First National City Bank.
The Bank of London and South America is part owned by Mellon Inter ~
national of Pittsburgh. Standard Bank, active in Africa and the
Middle Bast, has close links with Chase Manhattan.ﬁ‘

In modern imperislist conditions, it is the banker who calls +he
tune. ‘Thus the Wilson government, indebted to the extent of £4,000
"million to the U.S. and allied bankers, is a quisling government
It devalued the £ and brought in deflationary domestic policies when
and to the extent that the U.S bankers demanded. It must get its
economic policy vetted by these bankers in just the same manner a s-
the Indian Congress government has been doing for years.

While it is true: that the contradictions between Brltlsh imperia.
lism and its U.S. overlord must intensify as fthey both get bogged
down in more economic, political and military difficulties, neverthe
less because of its manifold links with U.S. imperielism, the Brikish
imperialists will not be abhle to conduct a clear anti-US imperialist
policy. At best the anti-US imperialist section may gain control
of the government only to pursue & wavering Gaullist-type of line,
walking the. tightrope - frightened of becoming a U.S. satellite on
the one hand, yet also. frlghtened in case too strong an anti-US lire
will moblllse the wox klng masses in B*lualn,"too far" and endanger
the whole 1mper1allst gset-up.. . At present British imperialists by
and large recognise that they need U.S. protection against the nat-
ional liberation struggles and to pPTop up their creaklng imperialist

y.i
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- _ecovomy,kand +hey therefore trv to contlnue +he1r TOOtlng under the

‘°'probect1ng wing of the U.S. imperialist eagle.

NATIONAL  LIBERATION STRUGGLES ,

In 1917 the great October Socialist Revolution .and we.s
followed by the heroic repulsion of the 1mperlallet armies of inte-
- rvention. The Soviet people Ybegan to deveion socialism i n
their country and protect it by smashing the 1nvadlng armies of
German fascism.  This was all dlreob inspiration to the peoples of
~the colonial and neo-colonial world. s Lenin and Stalln pointed
- outy. the pr1n01pa1 contradiction in the imperialist world became
that between the imperialists and the oppressed nations of the col-
onies and neo-colonies. The national liberation movement led b y
the proletariat and its Party and based on the worker-peasant alli--
ance, became the vehicle of the world proletarlan revolution. - :

Pollow1ng the 2nd. World War, the Peoples Republle of Ching and

'k"0uher soclalist countries were establi shed and the whole naulonal

liberation movement moved onto a higher level of development, o f
‘unprecedented strength. - At the preeent time the heroic pe0p1e of
Vietnam are in the vanguard of the anti- 1mper1allst world struggle;
setting a brilliant example of how to win national 1ndepenaence and
socialism by mobilising the people in. People War against the imper-
- dialist enemy.  Armed liberation: struggles are also. belng wrgeﬁ in
~Laos, Thailand, Burma, Walaya, Phlllpplnes,‘Indone51m, North,lndea,
i Palestlne, 71mbabwe, Angola, "Portuguese“ Culneag Noéamblque Congo
- (K) and most Latin Awerlcan terrltorles._ Everywhere ﬁhe forces of
revolution are grow1nv.5 : » . 5 ‘ L

The anti- 1mpcr1allst struggle is elso reecthg new peaks w1th1n
the metropolitan countries.  In the U.S.A., the Afro-Americans hawe
put aside peaceful coex1stence with racist 1mperlellsm and are now
developing an all-out struggle for Black Power, that is oompleﬁe
emancipation for the Blacli people of the U.S.A., which can only come

~gbout through the destruction of imperialism and the establishment
of soc1allsm ‘In Quebec;, the Quebecois are likewise conducting

struggle. by all means for national liberation and soom;llsm agalnsb
U S. dimperialism snd its Canadian oulellngs. : DR

Britain too has not escaped the intensification of the worldanh,
imperialist movement. The rise of Celtic nationalism, the inroads
of U.S. imperialist tekeover, and the mass development of the anti-
" racialism struggle of the coloured immigrant workers have all con-
tributed to making the situation objectively extremely favourable
for the development of a powerful revolutvonary mevement dnﬂ 1ts
crowvning with a socialist revolution. o

REVISIONISM : ~
A grave threat to the worWO revolutionary movement comes from
~ the revisionists who have usurpeo power in the USSR aﬁﬂ 1ts allled
- countries.

" The revisionists constitute +the most dengerous , becduee t he
most subtle and e:fectlve, counter-revolutionary accomplices of the
7Fperlallqt enemy. ‘ ' o 2
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~ The dictstorship of the proletariat in the Soviet Union develo-
red brilliantly under very difficult conditions during the 1920's

~and early 1930's. It demonstrzted to the world, not only that a

state with the working class in power through its revolutionary
party, was exempt from the economic catastrophies of the imperial-

ist/capitalist world but also producec with the first 5-year Plan

the first example of socialist economic development, by far outpa-
cing 511 previous recordsset by capitalism at its most successful.
This altered the outlook on economic questions throughout the world
and proved in practice and beyond ouestlon, that socialism actually
works bhetter than cepitalism even in terme of productivity.
Moreover the USSR was an inspiring example of socialist democracy,
with mass mobilisation of the proletariat and poor peasantry for
socialist economic construction,

Thereaftery however, the unsolved polltlcal problems of develo~

- ping the proletarian dictatorship to a more effective degree of

proletarian democracy held up further socialist development. Them

was a need to purge the Party and governmept at all levels of gro-

wing bureaucratic and rev151onlst tendencies. But the reliance
on nethods of  violence without correspondlng politlcal and.
educatlonal mobilisation of the masses, did not solwe the increas-—

~ing contradictions within the bovlet Unlon and actually allowed

revisionism to continue to. grow R

In splte of ‘the heroic and glorlously succeqsxul defeat of the
Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union and the tremendous economic paﬁ~
war reconstructlon, revigionism continued to develop strength.
Party purges carried out from above, without mass political mcbll—‘
igsation of the neOpie, again failed to check or reverse this trend.
wWith the éeath of Stalin, the last major obstacTe to the revision-
ist complete usurpatlon of power was removed ‘The 20th Congress
marked the consolidation of revisionist state- control in the USSR..

A peaceful return to capitalist exp101tatlon has been gathering

pace within the USSR, coupled with an international policy of g1l
round cooPeratlon with US 1mper1a11sm" and sabotaging of the nati-

onal liberation struggles, and where possible of the building o f

socialism in socialist countries. These revisionist policies :
caused the great split in the International Communist Movement and
the necessary denunciation of revisiomsm by the Chlnese, Albanlan
and other Communist and Workers Parties.

CULTURAL ~ REVOLUTION '

The Chinese Party and people under the leaderthp of Nao Tse-hmb
have learned from the experience of the dictatorship of the prole-
tarist in the USSR and are now successfully unfoldlng the great,
democratic Proletariar Cultural Revolution, which has not only ex-
posed revisionist renegades throughout the Party, including some
top Party persons, but is also making people consciously learn how
to repudiate all forms of selfishness and put serving the people

'above a1l alse.r

By improving their. consaousnesc ‘and svstewaulcally ralslng

their political level, the rasces and the Party of China, under the




. onary power.
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1eadersh1p of Nao Tse tung are

,1) Ensurlng that no- rev151onlst comeback of capnﬁalﬁom and exp101~'~
~ tation is possible in Peoples China.
2) Developing the theory and practice of the Dlotatorshlp of tﬂe
: Proletariat to new heights. :
" 3) Building China as the reliable great base area of the world pr-
oletarian revolution and giving an unprecedented 1deologlcal
~lead to all revolutionaries throughout the world.  The Thought
of Mzo Tse-tung is the new high peak'ol Marxism-Leninism in the
present era. We must learn to app¢y it correctly to our own
cornditions.

; In Albania +too, there is otaunch Narx1qt Leninist leadershlp, B
where the Party of Labour and the Albanian people under the lead - -
~ership of Enver Hoxhas, have carried out an heroic struggle not 1
only sgainst 1m3er1allsm for national llberatlon and 8001allsm,baf |
aleo against revisionism since it first gained state power in |
'Yugoslav1a and in the USSR.  The Albanian people refused to be
“cowed or [ﬁgulled by either the threats or the blandishments of the
Khruschov rev1slonlsts and have gone on building socialism self-
reliantly.  They are consolldatlng their achievments by a process .
of mass revolutlonlsatlon, 51mllar to the Proletarlan Cultural
Revolutlon of China. o - R . 8 : ‘ ; i

CLASSES IN ' BRITAIN *'fi S O = " ‘ - o
As pointed out above? the rullng class of Brltaln,~the MOnopoly s %/
Capitalist class, is based on imperialism and in spite of certain -
contradictions is content to be a servile lackey of U.S. imperial-
Cdem. This clags numbers at most half a million (at a very gener-
~ous estimate) or less then 1% of the total population.  According
to bourgeois economists, 4/5 of all private corporate shares are
owned by 1% of the populatlonﬂ while some 9% of the population
owns all such shares.  This class controls the state apparatus aud
is represented by the ﬂagor political partleo. ‘As 1s becoming
increasingly obvious, Lebour and Tory are just left and right hands
of the same imperialist sy stem, with v1rtually identical policies.

The klddle,Classes consist of smaller capltallstg - mainly bus-
iness-men based on domestic exploitation in small scale enterpris-
es. In this class too we must place senior executives in the
~monopolies, leading professional workers and senior civil ServanT89
who possess: szgnlflcant amountq of invested capital.

The 1mper1a11%to are oomlng into contradiction with the middle . r;fa‘
classes in a number of ways. 1) Heavy taxation to pay for the L
armed forces needed to protect imperialist investments.

“) Palling domestic profits resulting from the credit squeezewnxﬁl
egims to hold back domestic expangion "~ 3) The threat of takeover
and withering competition from the monopolies - in particular U.S. B
gients, For all these. recsons the mjﬁdle classes ‘are to some ST
extent potential allies of an anti-imperialist movement lal. by the

working class, but such an alliance will only become attractive to
Y them when the working ClaSE oeglnq to shiow ite potenulal revolutA




.ism in other countries, these workers are becoming both more union-

‘collar workers can be won for firm aliiance w1th the industria 1 wo-~-

‘have been forced by 1mperla11bt oppression and- uremployment in the

'norklng people as 2 whole. Fascist hoodlums sided and abetted by

of England.
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At a gENETOUS estimate, the middle class number some 5 mllllOD,
nearly 10% of the population.

The working people constitute at leasb gn% of the pOpulatlon.
These are the masses who must hire themselves out to the capitalists
or the capitalists' state as wage-~labourers (or salary labourers).
Some of. them possess & house (mortgaged usually to the llnan01erq),
some a carj others have small pension-rights. But all of them are
suxferlng a uhavp drop in theilr standard of 11v1nc tnrough imperial- -
ist "squeeze and freeze' ‘

The hard coré of the worklng masses is made up of ‘the industrial
working class, numbering some 35 million (70% of the population).
These are the people who consciously think of themselves as "workirm

clagg® and by and 1arge”belong~fto &/or support the cffical "labour
mouomert"

On the other hand the obher big seotlon of the working peoplela
legs class-conscious, th1nk1ng of itself as "middle class". These
are the white- collar workers - technical, professional and clerical.
Under the pressure of falling llVlng gstandards and less secure emp-
1oyment prospects, and with the influence of the success of social-

ised and more militant in the economic struggle.  There is no doult,
that given a correct mass llney correctly applied, the bulk of whit

rklng clasg agﬂlnst the main 1mger1allst enemy

INMMGRANT WOR&ER: : o o '
“The most exploited section of the working class in Britain 'is
formed by the million coloured, immigrant workers.  These workers

colonies and neo-cobonies to come to Britain, of which many ‘of ‘them
were officially citizens before they came here in search of aliving.
Here they are compslled to tuke the worst paid jobs with the worst
working conditions, suffer discrimination in employment, housingend
the provision of social services and amenities.  Government spoke-
smen, politicians, leading trade vnion officials, landlords and
businessmen have all by their words and actions been striving to
foster racial divisions between black and white workers,, so as to-
divert attention from the mairn enemy - the imperialist rullng class
-~ which is reﬁpon81b1e for the hardships and sufferings of "the *

he police, with the connivance of the judiciary and magistrates
courts, have launched an inten 51f31mg campaign of systematic, viol-
ent assaults on coloured NOT!GTS in all the ma gor cities and towns

The Black workers have begun to fight back,rinSpired by the str-
uggles of the Afro-imericans, the Vietnamese and other revolution -
ary psoples fighting asgainst imperialism for complete emancipation.
They are consciously anti-imperialist because of their origins and
national histories and they have personal links (national identity
and fam17y reTatlons) v13h the natlonal llberatlon struggles.
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The -Black Power movement in Brltaln, developing in solldarlty
with the national liberation struggles throughout the world, -~ will
transform the political struggle within Britain itself. - Instead
of the perennial blind-end, trade-union (economist) type of stru
into which the British working class has been misled in the past by
Labour 'Left', CPGB and trotskyists of all kinds, there is deve -
loping instead a new anti-imperialist perspective which will trans-
form the whole class struggle into one for FOWER.

TRADE UNIONS
The British working class has a long history of struggle agalnst

capitalism. They won trade union rights and enfranchisement thr -
ough bitter struggles and in spite of transportation, 1mprlsonment
and death. But today the trade union hierarchy is part of the

establishment; and the so-called Labour government is the w1111ng
tool of the 1mner1a119ts

Since the period immediately preceeding the First World War, the
workers have built up the shop steward movement to represent their
economic interests - for even then the official trade union leader-
ship was at one with the ruling class. It is important to remem-
ber that the first outstandlng succesgof the shop steward movement
in 1915 was not directly related to wages or working conditiong;but
successful defence against the raising of rents - which 1nf11cteda
resounding political defeat on the 1mper1a115t government 1n the
middle of an imperialist war. - ,

The defeat of the General Strike in 1926 was of course chlefly
due to lack of revolutionary leadership f v o m a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist Party.  However, another important cause for the
defeat. was that the immediate leadership of this political, econ-
omic struggle was in the hands of the trade union bureaucracy ins- .
stead of the democratic shop floor leadership of elected shop
stewards and similar grass roots working class industrial leaders.
Following the Second World War, the working class achieved some
improvement of living standards by economic struggle in spite .of
woefully inadequate leadership. The .imperialists had been able to
yield to pressure from the arganised working class over the past 50
years from time to time, because of the superprofits they have been
making overseas. This had two effects 1) creating a priv.ileged
group of 'labour aristocrats' — trade union leadérs and politiciens
of working class origin who are able to enjoy a comfortable stand-
ard of living from the economic struggle of the working class;

2) because the organised workers were able to exact substantial
reforms from the ruling class from time to time, the notion of
roformism, of bringirg‘in socialism piecemeal, by reform, gained a
firm foothold in the working class.

Now the British rallng class are in serious economic and polltl—
cal difficulties. They are lowerlng workers living standards, all
at once, drastically. This means curblng the trade union movement
and clearly exposing the big trade union leaders and the Labour
Party as agents of the ruling class. It also means smashing the
shop stewards movement wherever it has been well organised.




]

| &

This has to some extent been achieved (because of the fragmented
and economist nature of the existing shov stewards movement) as et
Fords, Vauxhalls, BNC, ENV, the Power Indusurv ete. The =~ U.S.
imperialists have pWdeé a leading role in this attack.

- The Suruggle at Roberts-Arundel continues.

The shop stewards movement, because these trade unionists are
the shop-floor elected representatives of the working class, has
substantial importance. As the revolutionary working class lead-
ership (the Party) develops and popularises the correct revolution-
ary mass line, the shop stewards movement can become the effective
organiser at the place of work, laying the necessary basis  f or
organiging the seizure of power, which, as the whole of history ad
the British experlenoe in 1926 well demonstrates? can only be done
by force.

NATIONAL LIBERATION ,

- The British imperiglists are also confronted at the present time
by the rising tempo of the nationalist movement in Wales, Scotland
and Ireland. The Celtic nations were incorporated into the Brit-
ish state under the hegemony of English 1mper1allsm, in spite o f
~popular liberation movements. The Irish people in particula r
‘fought tenaciously for freedom. = They launched in 1916 undarJaﬁEs
Connolly's leadership, the first national liberation strugde ty:ra
ed force in western Europe this century.  Unfortunately,after the
murder of Connolly by the English imperialists, the leadership of
the national liberation struggle was left to the middle class, with
the consequence that in the southern three quarters of Ireland which
‘has achievea'political independence there is still, as in all sim-
ilar conditions throughout the world, a regime of neo-colonialist
economic dcmlnatl@n shared by the Brltlsh and U Se 1mperlallsts

THE PARTY OF THE WORKING CLASS |

The Worklng Peoples Party of Engl9ad ig the Party of and forihe
‘worklﬂg class in England.  Its aim is to lead that class to pow:o..
The seizure of power by one class from another has never. .1n_¢all,'
history teken place without violent struggle. The working class
of England and their Party must be fully prepared for quohsﬁruggm
Since this seizure of power could not be attempted or even if suc-
cessful could not be maintained without the seizure of power being
made effective throughout the British isles, the problem is one
that requlres the closest possible unity of Marxist-Leninist Par-
~ties-in Scotland Wales, Ireland and England, for a. joint progra -
‘mme and action in a FEDERAL PARTY for the BRITISH ISLES.

Our Party is a cadre party based on Gelf-rellancg, 1nterﬁatlon—
2l proletarianism and democratic centralism. Its job is to serwe
the working people selflessly end be their instrument in achievig
state power. Its method of werk 1s from the’ masses to the masses.

 We realise that the main enemy in the wald today is imperialism

led by U.S. imperialism, whose chief assistants at the present ti-
me are the British quisling imperialists.  We must mobilise the
masses of - worklng ppople and all p0331b1e aliies agalnst thw main
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- enemy to achieve national independence and socialism under workers

~power.

mass line for this aim.

The W.P.P.E. has-developed the WORKERS NATIONAL PLul as its

The immediate aim of the Workers National Plsn ig to Substitute

planned increase of production for the present re
squeeze and wage freeze.

1) This is only possible throcugh national liberat
ination of U.S§ imperialism. It demands the e
all U.S industry ang investments; the expulsio
forces and bases; ang quitting all U.S war pac
Cento and Seato. It means resolutely support
uggling against the domination of U.S imperial
ish quieling imperialists.

. 2) This entails an end to British investment over
unqualified ceding of all existing overseas in

people of the territories concerned. Not onl

immoral for the British economy to be based on

striction through

ion from the dom-
Xpropriation o f
n of all U.Sarmed
ts such as Nato,

ing all those str-
ism end its Brit -

seas, with t h e
vestments to the
y is it totally
the exploitation

Of other territories, it is also unnecessary and damaging to the

interests of the working people of Britain.

| 3) The W.P.P.E Tully Suppofts the Struggles of~the'Irish, Scottish

and Welsh peoples for their national independe
a comradely alliance of equals in our common s
W.P.P.E recognises only one Ireland that must
people. The present division of Ireland is a

osed and as indefensible as that of Vietnam..

4) Racism is an aspect of imperialism and is deve
ism for its own purpose of dividing those that
The W.P.P.E fully supports the struggle for Bl
‘country, as in the U.S.4, as the first step in
struggle for working class power which will ab
religious and other arbitwary differentiation.
uires the active unity of all working peoples.

nce and offercthen

truggle. T h e

belong to the Irish
s 1mperially imp-

loped by imperial-
it exploits. :
ack Power in this
developing t h e
olish all racist,
~ Socialism req-

5) The peoples of the British Tsles. can be economically self-wrediant

and prosperous on a basis of the national inde
constituent peoples together with planned coop
production on basis of full equality and true
We can in this way make full use of all our re
technical and above all social.

pendence of the
erative socialist
internationalism.
sources - material,

Such o Workers Rational Plan is only achievable with the wor.

king people in power. The most immediate task o
ple of Britain is to understand znd to show in pr
understand the need to take power. It is the fi
W.P.P.E to develop that understanding in and amon
and to organise them by all means necessary for a

Down with U;S:Imperialism and all British impe
Forward to National Independence and Socialism th

f the working peo-
actice that they
rst duty of the
g working people,
chieving power.

rialist Quislings!

roug Workers Power! .




