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The building of Marxist-Leninist Parties freed
of all revisionist trends requires that these papties .
should have a clear undenstanding of the process by which
the Commuhist Parties came to be destroyed, as nevolu-
tionary parties of the working class, by revisionism,

The Central Committee of the Marxist-Leninist
Organisation of Britaipn is currently engaged in the
preparation of a series of Repopts which, in their entirety,
will provide a comprehensive analysis of the course of
development through which world imper'_ivali.sm's.ucceeded'
in bringing about the domination of the International
Commumst Movement by revisionismy, ‘These Reports will
concentrate chief!y on the key panties of the Soviet Uniom,
Germany and Chxna, ITn the meantime, we'are publishing
a further section of this apalysis, ‘that dealting with the
Seventh Wonld Congr'ess of the COmeQLst International,
held in 1935, Thnc Congr'ess marked a turping point in-
the histo'ry of the Intenpatxonal Commumst Movement, in
that it was on this all-lmﬂoptan; occasion that revimonist
ideas and concepts, many of which were to fulfil a _
formative pole in the systematxsartlon of the full body of
modern revisjonist doctrine at the hands of N. Khrushchov
and others 2] years later at the 20th Congress of the
CPSU, came to be. put forward openly for' the first. tlme

In onder that the anti»Mapxlst Lemlnist
pepvens;on of "umted fr'ont" tactics adopted by the
Seventh World Congress under the leadership of the
renegade Georgi Dimitrav may bhe more fully and thorough-
ly grasped. we publish, 1m.mesdia§ely fallowing upon the
main Report, the "Theses on United Front Tactics" '
adopted unanimously by the Central Committee of the
Marxist-Leninist OQrganisation of Britain on 20th February
1972,

’I‘he o dltor'ial Cqmmttt;ee,
M.L,0O, B,
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Nue to difficulties of space, it has not been possible to publish pant
" two of the "Thought of Mao Tse-tung" if: this {ssue, Fublication of
this important cancluding® articlesvill be given: priopity in a future - -
issue, ‘ . TR . S
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REPOR’T;OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF
THE MARXIST-LENINI&;S,T‘ORPANISATION OF BRITAIN ON

THE ORIGINS QF MODERN RBVISIONISM
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REVISIONIST BETRAYAL AT THE 7TH WORLD CONGRESS
OF THE COMMUNIS’I‘ IN'ITERNA’PIONAL

S porup—

THE PERVERSION OF "UNITED FRONT" TACTICS

THE ROLE OF DIMITROV AND POLLITT IN THE
TRIUMPH OF MODERN REVISIONISM

. The succegssful seizure in Japuary 1935 by the revisionist faction headed
by Maa: Tse-tung of the orgenisational machipery and leadership apparatus of
the Gommunist Paprty. of China, the jsecand mast impoertant Communist Party in
the wonld, :could not fail to haye significant repercussions in the international
communist movement, The Chinese delegatjon to the Camintern, mandated after
Januavy 1935 by the facuon headed by Mao Tse tung, threw in its lot w1th the
then concealed rev1smmsts who occupied leadmg poeitlons in the Executlve
Committee of the Comrnumst Intepnatlopal - such figures as Cachm, Duclos,
Marty and Thopez of France; Fostep and Browder ot‘ the USA; Poll;tt Gallaghep
and Campbell of Britain; Lenski of Poland; Kuusinen of Finland; Pieck and
Ulbricht of Germany; Buck of Canada;s Kun of Hungary Prestes of Brazil;
Ibarmari-of Spain; Yezhovy of the Soviet Uniops and, above all, Dimitrov of
Bulgaria who had begun to play a leading riole in the Communist International
since his: arrival; in Moscow, in- Februany 1934 and whosei role wvli be considered
later in this Repont; - ' :

When t‘he‘Seventh“W‘or'ld Coqg"t‘éss‘o‘f"che Communist International met in
Moscow in July-August, 1935, under the overall direction of Dimitrov whose
leadership was ceonfirmed by his appointment to the new post of General Secretary
of the Communist Interpgtiaonal on August 22nd, the "new tacncs"-wmch it
fonmulated demated fundamentally fpom MapxnstnLeninist Qn;nc@es and laid
the: fogndations for the complete victory of Pevxsigmsm ji the international
corgﬁmumss movement apd for its destrucmon as l;he vanguard of the world
working class. :
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The Seventh World Congress. of the Communist International is popularly
known as the congress of the "united fgont tactics. The tactics of the united
front - of seeking tq. umte,m actlon and oPgamsatlonallysworkeps of varying
political levels and differing pOlltlcal afflllatlons around certain immediate aims
- are, of courge, fundamental fo Maryfot;Leninier pracioe: . ¢ ¢

"We he ed a-united front, ... We adopted the united front “tactics in
order to help these masses to fight against capital,..and we shall pursue
these tactics to the end‘ " (V.L .L.enin: "We Have Paid Too Much", in:
"Selected Wovks" Volume IQ, Loqdop,,l‘%ﬁ p ’]3,05)

"United fr*ont tactics occupy an-important place in the tactics of the
Communist Parties throughout the whole pre-revolutionary period as a
means towards/acheiving succéssin-the Btruggle against icapital, towards
the class mobilisation of the masses and the exposure and isolation of ‘
the reformist leaders.” {"The Ppogpamme of the Commumst Internatjonal®,
London; 1932; p,62+63); AT :

: o ClpAlfe T
The "exposure and 1solation of the Pefoprnlst leade}*s" is an essential
aim of united front tactics because these Teaders of the Social-Democratic
Parties, and their counterparts in the trade union movement, are representatives
of the capitalist class within the working class movement, because they are the
"labour lieutenants of capital", because they are traitors to the wor;king class:

: "Our Mensheviks. (i.e:, Russian Socidl-Demiocratic leadens < Bd, § ¢ o
like all opportunist, social -chauvinist, Kautskyan trade union leaders
- are néthing more mopr less:than!'agentsiof the bourgedisie in the labour
movement® tas wé hdve ‘alwaysi charadterised: the Menshevikslior ‘labobp /-
lieltenants of the capitalist :¢lass'™; (V.1.Lignin: "' Left«Wing" Comrmunism,
Lo an Int‘antile Disorvder*'“, m' "Selebted Wans", V’ol.xvl‘@--London‘ 1946, p.‘)?»)sl

y "The maJomty of the Qomal Democpattc Paptles have gone ovep
to the sxde of their ores bour’geoxsm, Vagalnst the pr*oletamat ¥
o When a number of t()att%lxona have gone over to the enemy,(they must;

‘ be named and br'anded as, tpaxtor's." (V 1. Lemn' "The Collapse of the -

' Second Intepnatlonai", 1n “’Selected Wopks" Vol. 5,‘_London 1934 p,167 8
172), ’ N

B AT DO & TR 1Y P2 o o N ST TR &

:"The fi‘nst condmon.of tnue Commumsm is rupture- With oppor'mmrsm.
...} The sdfﬁermgs.the whiole' ofthe Gérman wobkitig'iclags has had to
endure during the'lorig and weaby: post-war ‘period in tlﬁe.hlswnyofﬂthe. o
German revolution are due to the fact that the German party did #iot 1+
bpeak Wlth the, Menshev1ks " (V I. Lerun'j "The Itallan‘Questlon"/
1nSelected. \Vopks-'_ Volume HQ, London,‘1946 P 275) T

B
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- ! "Papties desiring to affiliate td the Comimunist Intemanonal must
rcoghise the,nedesexty of a complete and absolute r'uptuspe with: .t
ireformism, vilso o d i i NI SAE ETS ST LI SN AN
L. Baery! Par’ty that desmes to affuiate to the Cc:mmumst Intepnatmnal
must ... in the vrade vhions ... fopm Gommuhist puslei. ... These huclei .

must at every step in their everyday work expose the treachery of the

4




of the sacial- patriots," (V,I, Lenin: "The Conditions of Affiliation to
the Communist Intepnattondl " in: ibid.; p,203),

"Evepryone knows that Lerumsrn was born, grew up and became
strong in {ts ruthless stpuggle against opportunism of every brand; ..,
This cannqt be denjed even by the outSpoken enemies of Bolsbewsm. It
is an axiom. ..., -

Every Bolshevik, if he is r'eally a Bﬂlshevik knows that long before
the war, gapproximately in 1903-4, ,,, Lenin pupsued the line direeted.
towards rupture, tovards a split with the opportunists both here, in the
Russian Soc;al Democr'atic Party, and over thepe in the Second Inter-
natipnal. yos Every Bolshevik knows that it was for that yery reason that
even at that time (1903 -5) the Bolsheviks won for themselves in the ranks
of the opportunists of the Second Inter'natlonal honourable fame as
‘splitters' and 'disruptors’. ,.. ‘

Did not the Bolsheviks fight it owt-with the opportunists ... as no
other Left group fought:'thpm anywhepre in the world."XJ.V, Stalin; "Some
Questions concerning the History of Bolshevism ", in: "Leninism ", Lioondon
1942; p,389, 397), ~

"'Socialist' pefopmism, the pr'mcip,al enermy of reyolutionanry
Communism in the labour movement .., has a broad organisational base
in the social-demoot’stiof parties and through these in the refarmist trade
unions, ,.,.. ~

All the above~mentioned tendencies, being constituent parts of
'socialist' reformism, are agencies of the imperialist bourgeoisie
within the working class itself." ("The Ppogpamme of the Commumst
AIntepnatlonal ": London; 1932 P. 52 55"

As 1ong ago as 1924, Stalin, p01nt1ng out the essenual role of Soctial-
Democracy in ppepamng the way for fascism, char'actemse;d Soczal Democracy
as "ob;ecttvely the_ modepate wing of fasc1sm "y

L

"Fascism is the bourgeoisie's fighting organisation that peljes on the
active support of Sqcial-Democracy, Social-Democracy is objectively
the moderate wing of fascism. ,.,. These organisations (i.e., fascist and
Sacial -Democratic - Ed.) do not negate, but supplement each other, They
are not antipodes, but twips". {J,V. Stalin: "Concerning the International
Situation", in: "Works", Volume 6: Moscow; 1953; p,294).

The Theses of ghe Sixth World Congress: of the Commumst International,
held in Moscow in quly/August 1928, held that the leaderships of the Social -
Democratic Parties, and their counterparts in the leadership of the reformist
trade unions. had degenerated even fupther in their rolg of "lackeys of the
capltalxst class", so that ge stpuggle against these ogggmsations must be

ntensi{ie '

"In view of the intensified trustification of industny, the tendencies
towards State capitalism, the grafting of the reformist unions with the
organisations of the State and trusts, and in view of the new, thoroughly
bourgeois and actively imperialist ideology of Socjal Demacpracy, the




* struggle against the 'bourgeois Labour Party! must be intensified."”
{"International Press Cor'r'esponc;ence" Volume 8; November 23prd, 1928;
p.1573)

This, declaped the Theses, made more necessary than ever the dlfferent-
lation between the "sincere but mistaken" rank and file. working class members
of these organisations and their treacherous leaders, and made more:important
than ever the tactics of working for a united front fr'ofrl‘below'

"The 1ntens1flcat10n of the stpuggle agalnst Socnal Democpacy
tpansfer*s the weight of impoptance to the united front fnom below, but it
does not Pelieve the Commumsts fpom the duty of dr'awmg a dlstinctlon
‘between the smceme but mlstaken oQClal Democpatm wor*ker*s and the
obsequious Somal Democr'atxc leadeps cmngmg at the feet ‘of imperialism,
On the contr'ar'y, it makes it more oblxgatony fop them to do so " {Ibid.;

p. 1573)

o . e g L P . v 1

L0 The TheSes adopted by the n:.levent;h Plenum: of the Exsaitive Committee
of the Communist Tnterndtional, held'in April 1931, declfaped 81mllar-ly

"It is absolutely necessary to carry on a fler'ce, cons1stent and all-~
round striggle against the Sociat-Democratic -dnd Reformmist leaders,
Censistent work must:be simultaneously carried onforwinning over the
-Social-Democratic workers and members of the neformist unions; on the
basis of the tactics of the united front from below." ("International Press
Copnespondence"g Volume H; 1931 p.416),: ’

leerse the Theses adopted by the Twelfth Plenum of the Executlve
Commlttee of the Communlst Intepnatlonal held 1n September 1932 declaved

, ‘ "Only by strict dlffer'enuatlon between the social- democpqtlc

' leader's and wopkens w111 the Communlsts be able, by means of the united

" front from befow to break down the wall wh1ch often separ'ates them |
from the social-democratic workers. " (International Pr'ess €orrespond-
enceY, Volume 12:.19321.p,941),. .. T Y S S

i

"I‘he Theses adopted by the Thmteenth Plenum of the Executlve Commltp
tee of the Commumst Intepnatlonal held in Decembev 1933 also declaped

+ "Fora-United Front fPOlTl Below % ,
While carefully expeosing to-the mdsses and pet‘uting the hypocritical
.and treacherous sophistries of Social -Democracy, the Commumsts must
’f'wm over the socialocfemocpatlc V\OPKGPS f or active r'evolutlonar’y ) .
' str'uggle under' the leadership of the Communist ?’apties B ]
y The +I‘\mr'teenth Plenum of the ECCI calls upon all sectlons of the CI
per*s1stently to fxght fop the Peallsatlon of a united mllltant front w1th the
social-democratic workers - in spite of and against the will of the ’
treacherous leaders of social-democracy”. ("International Press
-Correspondence®, Volume 141 1934; p.12), o

e
4

The Theses of the Seventh Wor'ld Congpess of the Commumst International,
held in August 1935 (seven ronths aftep the selzur'e of the or'gamsatlonal
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machinery and leadership apparatus of the Cormmmunist Party of China by the
ravisionist faction headed by Mao Tse-tung) put forward a' "new tactical orient-
ation",in relation to upited front tactics : - . -

"Ours ‘hasgbeen a Cérigress of a new tactical orientation for the
Communist Intepnational. ..,. : -

The Congress has taken a firm demsxon that the. united front tactics
must be applied in a new way. " (G. Dimitrov: Speech at Close of Seventh
World Cc)ngpess, m~ "The Uhited Fr'ont"‘ London 1938 p.136, 137)

ThlS "new tact{cal omentatwn Y in Pelanon tef unLted fpont tactlcs
‘ consi,bted in working for @ wunited fpont with:Social-Democratic Parties, and
‘ P@for'mlst trade unions, that is, for a united front from- above with the leader-
ships of these or’gamsauonS' :

"The Seventh Congress of the Communist International declares
that at the present historical gtage it is the main and immediate task of

_ the 1nter'pat10nal Jabour movement to establish the umt;ed flg@:m@fpont
_of the working classg: .....: . R : '

This task makes-it the duty of the Commumst Papues mo take into
- consxdepatlon the changed cwcumstances and to apply the umted front
" tactic§ in a néw manner. ...

‘ With this as its point of depar'turfé ‘the’ Seventh Congress of the
Communist fntepnatlonal emoins the Commumst Parties to be gulded by
‘the followmg 1nstpuct10ns when car'pymg out the united fpont tactics: ....

' The Communtsts .’ .. must stmve to secupe joint actlon w1th the
Social - Democpatlc Pam:les, vefopmlst trade unions and othep organisa-

- tigns of the toilers ageinst the-class epemiss of the proletariat, on the
basis of short or long-term agregments.. " {Resolution; on the Report of
Comprade Dimitrov, in: "Report of the Seventh World Congress of the
Commumst Inter'natlonal Resolutions"; London' 1936; p 7,8),

"The. establxshment of a united front 'with Social - Democpamc and
- .reformist organisations (party, trade union, co~operative, spopt and
pultural and educational) ...., @as well as with- mass-national-liberation,
neligious—demgcpacic and pacifist organisatjons ...., is of decisive
importance for the struggle against war and its fascist instigators in all
couptries." (Resolution on the Report of Cde. Ercoli (Togllattl) in: ibid,;
p.24). - .. RREI '

" The pemrer‘sxon of united front tacncs into'a "umted front from above "
'wi;h the leadership of a Social-Democratic Party, the representatives of the
interasts of the capitalist class, had been pursued in the 1920s by a group of -
pight opportunists then in the leadership of the Communist Party of Germany, .
headed by Heinrich Bpandlep

- "The Bpandlep gr'oup -a R;ght—wmg oppom:umst gvoup in the
Commumst Party of Germany. Without regard to principles, the’Brandlep- .
ites enteped into collaboration with the leaders of German Socidl- ‘
Democracy and helped to cause the defeat of the German working class
‘at the time of the revolutionary events in 1923, The Fifth Congress of the




Comintern (1924) condemned the gapitulatory policy of the Brandler group,
. In 1929, Brandler was expelled from the Communist Party." (Note in:
JV staling "Works", Volume 6 Moscow, 19‘:"5 p.431-2).

-

As the ZExecuive Committee of the Communist International expressed it
in its Report to the Fifth Congress of the Comint&rn m\Junb/July 1924:

"We understood the tactics of the united front as preparatory work
for the revolution. But in some places it was mi,hsinteppr*eted as the idea
of substituting the tactics of the revolution by peaceful evolutionary
methods, ... Some comrades endeavoured to interpret them as an allfan’c‘zﬂ'
- with Social-Dernocracy," ("Fifth Congress of the Communist Intepnatlonal ",
London; 1924; p.27).,

As part of this "united front from above” tactics, the Communist Party of
Cenmany in Qctober 1923 entered into a coalition government with the Social-
Democratic:Panty in Saxony. This "Workers! ‘Government" adopted a countepr-
revolutionary stand, takmg measures to prevent the arming of the wonkers, and
was dlsper-sed in less than tlmee weeks by imperial troops:

"Flve k,oolal Democr'ats and two Comrmunists enter'ed this. gover'n-
ment, ,.. ’I‘hr\ Communists in this govprvnmept pirsued the capitulatory
pollcy of the Br’andh,n leadership of the Communmt Party of Germany and
jointly with the 'Left' Social- Democrats, frustrated thb arming of the
opoletamat and the develorment of the revolution." (Notr= to: J.V.Stalin:
"Wopkq" VOlume 6 Moscow; 1953 p. 432 33).

) »Dr*awmg attention in 1924ft,0' the supv1Val of ocxal F‘emocm tic ldeology in
the Communist Parties in the West, Stalin instanced the perversion of the "united
front" tactics in Saxony as an example of this sur*vival:

"The dange‘r' that Social-Democratic sunvivals in the Communist Partics
can represent for the revolution was strikingly revealed by the sad
experience of the Workers' Government in Saxony, where the opportunist
leaders tried to'convert the idea of a united frorit, as-a means for the
revolutionary mobilisation and organisation of the masses, into a means
for:Social-Democratic parliamentary cormbinations. This marked a

2 turping peint, which opened the eyes of the Party membership and roused
them against the opportunist leaders," (J V.Stalin: "Concerning the
Internatjonsl c;;tuatlaq", in: "‘\Tor'ks" Volurne 6; Moscow: 1953; p.309).

Eleyen yeaprs later, at-the Seventh World Congress of the Communist’
International, Dimitrov threw aside these VePdlCtb and characteric ed the forma-='-
tion -of the ‘coalition goverhment 1r1 Saxony as Lo n

"nmo mistake in ltself; on the contrary, the revolutionary situation
fully justified this step." (G. Dimitrov; Main Repart Delivered at the
Seventh World C‘ongness of the Communist International, in "The United
Front": London 1938; p.74). '

Clearly, a united fpont between the Communist Parties and the leaderships




of Social-Democratic Farties and pcfovmtot trade unions could be logically
possible under one of three condzttons ,

1. If Lienin's analysls characterising the leaderships of Social-Demctcrat-
ic FParties and reformist trade umons as Peppesentmg the interests ©f the

capitalist class, the class enemy of l:he working clase, had always been incorrect;

’ 2.  If Lenin's analysis had been cor'ﬁept in the past, but was now no longer
correct as a result of changed circumstances; or

3. If Lenin's analy51s remained correct, but the leadersh 1ps of the
Communist Parties, by embracing revisionismi, were also coming to represent the
interests, not of the w opkmg class but of the capitalist class, the class enemy of
the working class. : i

Seeking to present themselves as "Leninists", still paying the most ful -
some tributes to Stalin, the revisionist directors of the Seventh Congress did
not attempt to repudiate Lenin, while they could hardly present themselves to the
delegates apenly as representatives of the class enemy of the working class. They
chose, therefore, to present the second condition as the basis of the "new tactical
orientation":

"This task makes it the duty of Cormmunist Parties to take into
consideration the changed cirgumstances and to apply the united front
tactics in a new manner." (Resolution on the Revort of Cornrade Dimitrov,
in: ibid.; p.7).

What were these "changéd circumstances" which had transformed, or were
in process of transforming, the leaderships of Social-Democratic Parties and
PefOPmlSt trade unions from peppesentatlves of the capltalxst class 1nto repre-
sentatives of the working ‘class ? :

_ It is interesting to note that Dimitrov felt it nccessary to refer to them,
not in his long main regport, but only in the reply to the discussion.

In the first place, the objective circumstances which were forcing sections
of the working class to bgcome.increasingly disillusioned in Social-Democracy
and its leaders, the objective circumstances which were undermining the influence
of Socjal-Democracy and its leaders over the working class, wepe presented as
circumstances Wthh were chang__g the charactep of Somal Democnacy and its
leaders:

, "The cmsis has sevepely shaken the posuzxon of even the most secure
sections of the working class the so~called aristocracy of laboup, which,
as we know,.),s t'ho main support of Somal Democracy. These sections, too,
are beginning more and mare tqQ revise them views as to the expedlency of
the policy of class collabopat;on with the bourgeoisie, ...

Under the influence of the lessons learned from the defeat of the
workers in Germany, Austpia and Spain, a defeat which was largely the
result of the Social-Ternocratic policy of class collaboration with the
bourgeoisie, and, on the other hand, under the influence of the victory of
socialism in the Soviet Union as a result of Bolshevxk policy and the
application of revolutionary Marxism, the Social-Democratic workers are
becoming more revolutionised and are beginning to turn to the class




struggle against the bogurgeoisie."” (G Dimitrov: Speech in Reply to the
Discussion orn D}mltr*ov Report at the Seventh World Congress of the
International, in: "The United Front": London: 1938: p,104).

4
In the second place, the imposjtion of fascisrf}, which seeks to establish a
political manopoly for its own panty, was preserted as factor tending to pevolu-
tionise Social-Democratic Farty leaders and reformist tpade union officiale
since it threatened thejr social position, their liberty gnd even their lives:

"The bourgeoisie in a number of countries is itself compelled to
abandon bourgeonis democracy and resort to the terroristic form of
dictatorship, depriving Social-Democracy not onlty of its previous position
in the state system of finance capital, but also, under cartain canditions,
of its legal statys, persecuting apd even suppressipg it." (G, Dimitray;
tbid.: p.104),

These were the factors which Dimitrov pur fopward as factors which had
transformed, on wepe in process of transforming, the leaderships of Social -
Cemocratic Farties and reformist trade umons from peppesentatives of the
capitalist class into represeptatives of the warking class'

'In @ number of countries the position of Socig}- -Democracy in the
bourgeois state, apd its attitude toxxapds the boupgeoxste have: been under-
going a chapge, .. . _

The combined effect of all these thinge (i.e,, the factors described.
above - Hd.) has been ta make it increasingly difficult, and in some
countries actually irnpossible, for Spcial-Démocracy to preserve its
former role of bulwark of the boungeoisie." (G. Dimitrov: ibid.;-p.104)

Thus, declared Dimijtroy, as a nesult of these "changed cmcumstances" it
is objectively possible for the Communist Panties to form ynited fponts with the
leaderchips of the Socia)l-Democratic Parties and peformist trade unions to
serve the jnterests of the working class, united fronts directed against fascism
and the capitalist cless:

"Is it possible to realise this unity of action of ti.e proletariat ip the -
individual coyptries and throughaut the world, Yes, it is., And it is
possible at this very moment, The Carmmunpist Internatiopal pyts no
conditiopns for umt}Lof action except ,,.. that the unu;y of action be dwected
_,_gvamst gascnsm, agajnst the oftensxve of capltal against che thyeat of '
nagLagginst ;he class enemx. This is our condition, ....

The defence of the immed:a;e economic and political interests of the
warking class, the defence of the working class against fascism, must
form the starting point and main content of the united front in a}} capita-
list couritries," (G, Dimitnov: Mam Repopt delivered at the Spventl}Wopld
Congress of the Communist International, in: ibid.; p,32, 356-36),

Of course, the whole international exper'lence of the working class moye-
mept before and sipce 1935 establishee that whepn flacigl -Demacratic Party
leaders and theip counterparts in the refopmist trade unjons are faced with the
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threat of the loss of their mass support, or with "redundancy" because the
capitalist class has come to feel phat their'services are no longer necessary,
their response is not to become revolutionaries, to desert their former masters
and turn to the service of the working class, but to adopt new kinds, of demagogy
and to strive to serve their capitalist masteps more deienately, in an effort to
praove that their services in decelvmg and dispupt;mg the workmg class are still
of value to the capitalist class.

In fact, 2 "united front" between a Communist Party and the leadeérship
of a Social-Democratic Party is possible only when the latter has been satlsl’ied
that the leadership of -the Commumst Pam:y has dlscapded Mapxlsm—Lenlnism
and the service of the working class in order to_ernbrace pewstomsm :and the
service of the capltallst class.

- But:this could not be said openly and” in just so many words. To justify
the "united front from above"; & charige in the character of Social - Democratic
leaders and their counterparts in the reformist tradé unions had to be postula—
ted. » : P e v

‘Previously , Marxist-Leninists had stressed the hecessity of & rupture
oetween the Commumst Papttes, ser'vmg the inter'ests of the wor*kmg. class, and
Social - Democpatlc Parties representir:g the 1nter'ests of the capltallst class

"Everyone knows that Lenipism was born, grew up and became strong

A Jm its ruthless atpuggle Against oppor*tumsm of every brand. .... This
cannot be denied even hy the outspoken enzmies of Bolshewsm It is an
axiom.

l:«.ver'y Bolshevxk, if he is r'eaily a Bolshev,lk knows that long before
the war, apppox1mately in 1903-4 when the Bolshev1k group took shape in
Russm ..... , Lbenin pur'sued the line dwected towapds a rupture, towards a
split with the opportunists, both here,in the Russian ‘Social~Democratic
Party, and over there, in the Second Inter*namoncl ... Bvery Bolshevik
knows that it was for that very reason that even at that time (1903-5) the
Bolsheviks wqn fop themselves in the ranks of the oppom:umsts of .the
Second Intepnatlonal honoureable fame as splltteps and 'dlspuptops'"
+(J.V. Stalin: "Someé Questions Concepning the Hlstopy of Bolshevrsm , in:
L ~"Lenimsm"" London* 1942, p.389) R C A

But with the tr'ansfor'matmn of the leader'shl,ps of Social-~ Democr'at,Lc \
Par'tles from r*epr*eservtatlves of the capitalist class into Peppesentatlves of the
working class, dclared Dimitrov, thjs process can be reversed; the formation
of 2 united front between the Communist Party and the Social-Democratic Party
in any country imust be seen as the first step in the fuswn of these twb: par*ues
into a single papty of tHe WOpklng class"' 2

"The development of the umted front of joint str'uggle of the Commun-
ist and Social-Democratic workers against fascism and the offensive of
capital likewise brings to the fore the question of political unity, of a
- single politicdal mass party of the working ¢lass. ... Duality in leadership
impedes the further development and reinforcement of the joint struggle
of the working class.
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The interests of the ¢lass struggle of the proletariat and the success of

. 1 . . » . . N S-n l
the proletarian revolution make lg irmperative that there be a_single

party of theppoletar’iat in each country, .., The Communist Parties .
must twmly and confiderntly take the initiative in this unification." (G
Dimitrov: ibid.; p.87). - . -

Furthermore, because of the tr'ansfor'matxon of the leadepshlps of the
Zocial-Democratic Parties from representatives of ythe capitalistclass into
representatives of the working class, a Communist Party ¢an uyrge the working

¢class to elect a Social- Democpratijc government - nat in orden tg expose its
r,m;z-rworkmg class character in office ~ - but in the knowledge that it can govern
in the interests Qf the wopking class: ; :

"wWe must tell them (i.e., the masses - Ed } apenly, as did the
Thirteenth Cangress of the British Communist Party ....: "We have been
and are fighting hand in hand with you for the defeat of the 'National
Government!, We are:prepared to support your fight for the formation
of a new Labour gqvernment, ,., We do not expect this govepnment to

carry out socialist rneasunes. But we shall present it with the demand,
ip the name of millions of wopkeps that w defend the most essential
sconomic and political interests of the wor'king class and of all waorking
people." (G. Dlmltpov' ibid,: p.44).

"The Commumst Papty is of the’ opu'uon that there are certain
‘demands wh;ch represent the mam 1mmedlate interests of the working
class. ... We suggest that these demands should be the programme of
the umted class struggle now ..,. and .... at the same tirmne they will

" become the central issue in the General Election upon the basis of which
a Laboup Govevnment can be elected tg immediately put this programme
into opénation. ..,

- The Communist Par'ty vnll nge lts full support in the way of
unceasing daily activity to secure the peturn of a Laboup Gavernment on
this basis." (H. Pollitt: Speech at the Seventh \World Congress of the
Comm unist Inter'natxonal Speeches, Pam: 7" London: 1936; p.R23).

Ha\qmg said that the lm;posviuqn_;o‘f fascism, which seeks to establish its
political monopoly, was in consequence bringing about the "revolutionisation”
of the Social -Democratic Parpty leaderships, Dimitrov proceeded to extend
this argument to the leadepshlps of other' polittcal pam:xes leaderships drawn
fr‘om the ranks of monopoly capital '

- "Fascism tries to establlsh its pollucal monopoly by violently
destroying other political parties, ... It puts an end to the legal existence
of bourgeois parties." (G. Dimitrov: Mair Report to the Seventh World
Congress of the Commnnist Internat;onal , in "The United ant"
London; 1938 p. 38)

Under ceptaln conditions - ppesumably the "nevolutlom&atlon" of their
leaderships - these parties ¢an be dpawn into alliance with the united front to
form g br'oader’ "anj:_-fascnst PGQQle s Front "; .
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"In forming the anti- fasctst People!s F‘pont, & correct. approach-to .
those opgamsatxons and paptxes which have in them a considerable numbep
of the wor'king peasantpy and the mass of the ur'ban petty ”boupgemsm 1s
of great 1mpovtance
' In capijtalist countries the rnajority of these parties and organisations,

* political as well ‘as economic, are still under the influence of the bourgeois-
ie and follow 1t. The social cormposition of these parties and organisations
is heterogeneous, ... but control is in the hands of .., the agents of big
capital. ... Under certain conditions, we cap and must try to draw these
rpar'tles and opganisatlons ., ... to the Sidé of the anti-fascist FPeople's
F‘r'ont desplte their bour'gems leadership. " (G. Dimitrov: ibid.; p.40).

Mapxxst—Lemmsts "formerly" held, concluded Dimitrov, that & govern-
ment Pepresenting the interests of the working class could be established only
after the smashing of the capltahst state in a socialist prevolution; this was an
"ultpa Left" m1stake

"The ultra-Lefts ... recognised only a workers' government formed
by armed insurrection, after the over'throw of the boungemsxe." (G.
- Dimitrov: ibid.: p.72). ;

This "ultra-Left" mistake arose from the fact that the establishment of a
workers' government without the smTashing of the capitalist'state in a socialist
revolution was not linked with: 1) the existence of a polmca' crﬂsxs‘ 2) the exist-
ence of a mllitant mass umted front movement.

"The first series of mistakes arose from the fact that the question of
a workers' government was not clearly and firmly bound up with the exist-

ence of a political crisis. ... |
‘The second series of errors arose from the fact that the question of

‘a wopkeps goVeanent was not bound up with the development of a
' militant mass united front movement ot‘fthe ppoletamat " (G.Dimitrov: ibld.,

p.72-73).
Under conditions of political crisis and in the presence of a militant mass

united fpe'nt riovement, proclaimed Dimitrov, umtea fpont or People's Front
govevnment may be estabhshed wmch will ﬂgov‘em in the 1ntepests of the wopklng

class:
£idss.

"\We recognise that a situation may, aprise in which the formation of a
government of the proletarian united fpont or of anti-fascist People's
front, will become not only possible but necessar*y in the interests of the
proletariat. .... :

I am .., speaking ... of the possible formation of a united front govern-
ment ... before the victory of the Soviet revolution. ...

Under what ob;ectwe condltlons will it be possible to form such a
government? In the most general terms, one can reply to this question as

follows: under’ condltlons of polmcal cpisls," (G. Dlmltr'ov' ibid.; p.70-71).

Such a united fpont or People's Fpront government will be a government
representing the interests of the working class, one which will take "revolutionary
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measures" against monopoly capital, one which will establish workers' com:r’o_l

of industr'y, which will: dlsband the police and peplace them’ w1th an ar'med
wonker-s militia, ete,: ° 7 i A0 : :

"A united fppnt government ,,, 1s pmmamly____govepnment of stp uggle
Aagainst fascism and peactlon. It must be a government ... taking resolute
measures agamst the counter -r-evolutlonapy fmanmal magnates and their
fascist agents. ... . \

We demand that it Qhould cappy out deflmte and fundamental r'evoluv
tlona_y demands r'equmed by the s 1tuat10n For mstance, contpol of
ppoductlon contpol of the banks, dlsbandmg of the pollce and 1ts Peplace~
ment by an apmed wor’ker’s mlhtla. etc." {G. Dlmltl"OV ibid.; p.70, 75)

!

"Yes we ape for such a goyepnment - for a gover'nment whlch woulcl
support 1tse1f on the mlghty united fpont of the worklng class llnlced in a
wide People's Front with the masses of the toiling peasantpy, the small
traders and toiling intellectuals; .... for a government which would peally ‘
deal severely with the ‘capitalists, ‘bankers and big landownens, impose
proper taxes on them-and introduce wobKers' control of produdtion intheir
enterprises; for a government which would mercilessly penétrate into the
pockets. of the mch S0 that work and bread could be- provided for the people;
for a govepnment whxch would help the t011mg peasants, artisans and
traders at the expense of the big land capltallsts and blg lando“ ners,"

(K. Gottwald: .;peech at the Seventh World Congress of the Communlst
International, in: "Report of the Seventh Congress of the Communist
International*': Speeches, Par*t 6: London; 1936; p.15-16).

HE OLE OF DIMITROV

ey v e ——— o — — — — it — —— i Sy S S W

The "new tactical omentauon" in relation to un;ted fpont tac;lcs adopted
hy the Seventh World Congpess of the Communlsq: Intepnatlonal was PGVISIODISt
that is, it represented a perversion of Marxism-Leninism in the 1ntepests of

the capitalist class.

1

The Seventh Wor’ld Congpess did not thpow over'boapd all the pmn01ples
of Marxism- Lenimsm - thét'was stlll to gome., It mamta,med or at least pald
lip~seprvice to the Mar'x1st Lemnlst pr'1n01ples that socialism céuld be estab-
lished only as a result of a socialist revolution and that it could be maintained

only by the dictatorship ‘of the pnoletamat*

"The v1ctopy of the pr'oletamat 1s possxblc only by means of the
revolutionary overthrow of the bourgeoisie, and .., the bour'gemsle would
rather drown the labonp movernent in a sea of blood than allow the prol-
etariat to establlsh socialism by peaceful means. .... The basic content
of the proletarian Pevolution is the questxon of the ppoletaman dictator-
Shlp, Wthh is called upon, to cpush the r'es1stance of the over'thpown

: explmteps, to arm the r’evolqplon for the stpuggle ‘against. impemahsm
and to lead the revolution to the complete victory of socialism." (G.
Dimitrov: Main Report delivered at the Seventh World Congréss of the
Communist International, in: "The United Front"; London; 1938; p,89).
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In 1935, when the capitalists of most of Suraope were engaged in trying
to "drown the labour movement in a sea of blood", when their agents within the
Soviet Union had embarked on a skillfully organised but despepate campaign of .-
the murder of Marxist-Leninists in legdipng positions, it would have been
difficult far even the most palitically backward delegate to accept the notions of; -
"peaceful transition to socialism" and "pure socialist democracy’ .

The great unspoken question which arose fnom the Seventh wopld
Congress was, of course;

. If it is possible, without the smashmg of the capltaust snate in a socnahst
pevolution, to establish a goverpment representing the interests of the working
class, a government which will take reyolutionary measures against monopoly
capital, a government which will establish workers' control of production, a
government which will proceed to transform the state from an appapatus of
coercion in the hands of the capitalist class to an apparatus of coercion in the
fiands of the working class - is a socbahst pevolutlon necessary at all? '

This questign was not asked publlcly in leadlno circles of the international
commmnunist movement until ten- year-s later - whep Pollltt of Britain answered it, .
in tho negative. :

The revisionist dmectops of the Seventh- Wonld Congpess of the Commun—r
ist International, headed by Dimitrov, discarded. just 'so. many Marxist-Leninist
principles as they judged the various delegations could be induced to accenpt:

"All the principal ppopositions contained in the report have met with
the unanimous approval of the Congpess. None of the speakeps obJected
to the tactical line we have pproposed op to the r'esoluti,on Wthh has been
submltted. — . :

The complete unammlty dlsplayed at the Congness mdlcates that the
necessity of revising our policy and tactjcs .... has come to. he fully
recognised in our ranks." (G. Dimitrov: Speech in Reply to the Discussion
on Dimitrov's - Repont at the Seventh World Congpess of the Communist

Internationa), in: 1b1d p. 94),

: The pevislomst directors of the Seventh ‘Wopld Congress of the Commun-
ist International, headed by Dimitrov, discapded just t;hose pmncxples of MaPXISm-

Lenxmsm Whlch ppesenw Jenatmn, a threat to the 1mmedlate plans of the .

domlnant sectlons of q%op_ean xmgemahsm

The pise of Geongi DlmltPOV from comparative obscumty to the post of
General Secretary of the Communist Interpational,. just at the panticular time
when the revisionist policies associated with him were needed by the dominant
sections of European lmpemallsm, was not of couprse, accidental.

The degenération of Dimitnov into a tool of the 1mpemallsts is reflected
not merely in his servicge to imperialism at the Congpess of the Communist
Intepnatlonal in 1935'and as a titoite agent after the Second” \Topld War; it is
reflected in the "suppmsmg" klndness shown to him by. the nazis. Arrested on
trumped-up charges in eonnéction with the Reichstag Fwe of February 1933 and
imprisoned at first undep appalling condluons, hxs tpeatment suddenly improved.
While thousands of hanest German Communists wepe being tortured and
mqueped the chapges against Dim1t1 oV were thhdpawn he was peleased from




14
oustody and officially helped to go te Moscow, -

' ht Was said; by Dimitrov. andeéthers, that'this "kindress" on' the part of’
the nazi butcHers was thefesult bf the worldiwidé eampaign waged on his -
behalf, Biat ‘herd again a "surprising" fact emerges: this campaign was carried
ori‘not merely by the:Left, but by the capitalist press in almost all courntries,

The spectacle of the capitalist pPess giving unstinted praise to theé "heroism”
of a "revolutionary™ facing a ¢épitalist court is indeed an unusual phenomenon.
But this press campaign was, of course, a campaign on behalf of imperialism,
nudged gently: by the nazi:intelligence service, té secure thé ‘¢lection of Dimitrov
to the post of General Secretary: of:the Cormnmunist International = a position ~
in which, at least formally, his atthoprity exéeeddd that 6f:Stalin, who was
"merely" Géherdl Sedrétary of ‘a Party of the Cormfmunist Intérnational .
'Dimitrov served hid irhperialist ‘'masters well at the Seventh World
Congress of the Communist International. The revigionist formulations adopted
under his leadership not only:admirably thet the irmmmediate needs of the Zuropean
impetpialists, ‘bik laid the basis for the e¥mplete triumph of pewsmmsm in the
international comrmunist movement twenty-bné'years later, e
Dimitrov held the post of General Secretany of the Communist Inter- ¢
rational-from’ August 19385 unti] its dissolution in May 1943.!Already, at the
Seventh World Congress in 1935 in which ‘he.playedithe leading role, & resolution’
was passed with the aim of safeguarding révisiohists in' the ndtional parties
fr*om posqlbLe "1]qter’fer’ence" by the Co“nmter'n such as had occurred, to the
advantage of the movement, in former, years; A g , e .

- "ThHe Sevénth World Congress of the €Communist Intépnational
instructs the Executive Committee of the Communist International ... as
~a-rule to avoid direct intervention in‘internal -organidational ‘matters of
the ‘Communist Parties". (Reselution on theé Report of Cémpade Piéck, in:
- "Reponpt of the: Ssventh Gongr‘ess of the Communiqt Intepnatloﬂcl" Resolu-

tions; London; 1936; p.38)."
b

The statement of the Executive Committee of the Commumst Intepnat;oral
on-the dissolution of the Cominunist Internationdl, dated!May 15th, 1943, was
‘signed by five Pevisionists {Georigi' Dimitrov,  Ottd Kuusinen, Mausice Thorez,
Wilhelm Piec¢k, Delores Ibapruri) and one Marxist=Leainist (Andrei Zhdanov, - .
sqQon to be rmurdered by the revisionists),'With such a majority amorg the - .
signatories, it is hardly-surprising that the reasons given for the ‘dissolution of
the Comintern were linked with'the concept of !'national rodds to:socialism"
on the development of which the existence:of the Comintern had beco’me a "dpag":

"Long before the wiar* 1t becume mope and mope cleap that w ith tnc
‘1ncpeasmg compllcetlons in the 1ntepnal dnd 1ntopn¢t10nal Pelatlons of
various countmes any sor't of 1ntennat10nq1 centr'e would encountep .
'1nsupepczble obotacles in solvmg the ppoblems facm'v the movement in
each sepapate country. ’T‘he deep dlffepences m the mstomc paths of _
,development of vamoas countme S,, m thew chardctep and. sqpal opdnps, y
in the level afld tempo of them economxc and polltlcal developmﬂnt and
in the degr’ee of conscmusneos and or'gamsatlon of the wopkeps condlt'on—
ed the different pPoblems tacmfr the wor’kmg class of the various
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courntries,

The development of evemts.in the last quarter of a century showed that
the orgarisational form of uniting the workers chosen by the First Congress
of the Communist Internationel ... has been outgrown by the gpowth of this
movement and by the complications of tlie problems in separate cpuntries,
and has even become a drag on the fuethen str'engthbnmg ‘of the national
worki ng class parties."

A few days later, on May 28th, 1943, Stalin administered what was, in effect,
a rebuke to the revisionist-dorninated E. C C.I, when he declared that there was
a valid reason for dissolving the Canmunist Internationzal, but a very different 5
reason from thego given by Dimitrav, namely,
"because it facilitates the organisation of the camimon anslaught
ageainst the comm on enemy - Hitlerism™",

During and after the Second World War, as the titoite former Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Papty, Traicho Kostav,
revealed after his arrest in 1949, one of the cardinal aims aof the United States
and British imperialists was to bring about an "East Zuropean Federation",
hostile to the Soviet Union and dependent militarily, \,conomncally and politically
upon the western imperialist powers:

"I admit thet in May 1942 ... | was wan ovepr by the depaptment chief of
the Bulgarian political polics, Geshev, to cgllaborate with him in favour of
British intelligence, and that until my arrest in June 1942 I carried out the
instructions of the British, ,...

Kardelj informed me, in strict confidence, that during the war the
British and Americans had supplied the Yugoslav partisans with arms and
muritions, on condition that at the end of the wan Tito ... would not allow
the USSR to establish its influence not only in Yugoslavia but jn the Balkans
as well,

KapdelJ remarked that Tito and the entire Yugoslav leadership consider-
ed that the best way to accomplish this aim was the immediate accession of
Bulgaria to Yugoslavia, utilising fop that purpose the widely papulap idea, .
among the peoples of Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, for the federation of the
Zouthern 3Slavs. ... -Kardelj replied that in the apipion of Tito and the rest of
the Yugoslav leaders Bulgaria should join the Yugoslav Fedepstion as her
seventh republic. The Bulgarian Army, continued Kapdelj, would be under
the supreme command of Tito, ,...

Kardelj asked me to do evepnything possible to convince:the leadership
of the Bulgarian Commurist Papty to agree to the Yugoslav proposal and ’
not to inform the Soviet Union." {Written Deposition of the Defendant Traicho
Kostov Djunev, in: "The Trial of Traicho Kostov and his Greup"; Sofia;
1949; p,74, 88, 89, 90, 9l).

In conjunction with Tito, Kostoy and othep Balkan titoites, Dimitrov took a
prominent part in campaigning for an " Zast uupopnan Federation™ following his
return to Bulgaria in 1945,

On July 27th, 1947, on his way to Belgrade to sign the Bulgarian-Yugoslav
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treaty of mutual assistance, D1m1tr'og_ stopped off at the frontier town of Tsar- .
ibrod to declare that the people of the area constituted o “Ilvmg bridge" between

v Yugoslavia and Bulgaria:
L ]

"”tr'engthen that bridge until t‘le moment comes when, through the
will of the pcoples of Yugoslawa and Bulgaria, this bridge wull not divide
us any longep but will unite us for ever in brotherly unity.'

During his VlSlt to Bucharest for the signing of the Buigarian-Romanian
treaty of mutual assistance, Dimitrov spoke at a press conference on January
17th, 1948 in favour of a Customs Union embracing Yugoslavie, Roraania,
Bulgaria, Albania, Hungapy, Poland and Czechoslovakia as the first step towards
2 federation of these states which would seek to establish trade relations with
the United States, Britain and France. ,

Zleven days later, on January 28th, 1948, "Pravda", the organ of the Commun-
ist Party of the Soviet Union, delivered a stinging rebuke to Dimitrov, declaring:

"These countr'iess do not need a problematic and artificial federation or
Custom Union. What they do need is the consolidation' and protection of
their independence and sovepelgnty through the moblllsatlon and or'ga'usa—'
tion of domestic’ populap democratic forces, as has been correctly stated
in the declaration of the Cominform."

in ApPil 1949 it was announced that Dimitrov had been given leave of absence
“from his post as Prime I Vlmoter’ for health reasons, and he died in Moscow on
July 2nd, 1949,

Kostov was expelled from the Bulgaman Commur,lot Party for "natlonallst
deviation" on June 14th, 1949, tried for treason in December, and executed on
December 16th. ‘ o

The remaining revisionists were not able to save Kostov, but they exerted
gpecial efforts to cover up the guilt of Dimitrov. With this aim, a message was
referred to at the Kostov trial which Dimitrov had sent to the Politburo of the
Central Committee of the Bulgar*iun Communist Party from Moscow in 1944,
urging that the fedepatlon plans ehould not be proceeded with "without preliminary
foreign polltxcal pr'epar'atlon

"The realisation of the federation without preliminary political
preparation could have undesipable consequences." ("The Tmal of Traicho
- Kostov and his Group'"; Zofia; 1949; p.92-93), :

After the tmal the Yug,oelav Dwectop of Infopmatlon reflecting the mrlta-
tion of the titoites at the exposupes made, stated on December 9th, 1949, that
Dlmitpov had shown

"a profound. symoathy . for the New Yugoslavia and her struggle for
relations of equality with the Soviet Union. ... We want to emphasise that
the etpamed Pelatxons between the Bulgaman government and Yugoslavia,
and the mass armests of (‘ommumsts in Bulgamc, only began after Dimitrov
had been takeh to Moscow."

At & press conference three days later in Sofia, Reuter correspondent
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Peter Furst noted: »

"The Yugoslav Government maintains the versicn “hat 'DlmltPOV has
always upheld the Yugoslav :hems agalnst the Comlnfor'm."'

To which the Bulgaman Mlmstep of Fopexgn Affairs, Vladlmlr' Poptomov
responded: , } v

"The pefer'ence to Geor*gx Dlmxtpov on the par‘t of the t1t01tes 1s a
shameful sacmlego on the memopy of the great ‘deceased, The wopds ‘
attributed to Georgi Dimitrov pepvesent absolu;e polltical papscahty, of
which only political gangster'a ape capable."("The Tpial of Tpalcho
Kostov and His Group"  Sofia: 1949: p,639),

Facts, however, speak loudeér than words, -

~\'hen the history of the mter'nat;tonal Wor'km class movement of thlS
periad comes to be written, the name_of Dimitrov will figure, alor&wttb those of
Tpotsky, Khprushchov and Mao Tse-tung, as one ot‘ the most: notoL}ous tpaxtops to

the movement, as one of t:he ar'chltects of the moder'n r'ev1810msm which has
,A;empOr’amly destpoyed the world Mamust Lemnist movement Lk J

e

THE ROLJ—- OF THE "PWOPLE'S FRONT" IN FRANCE

In an earlier Section ot'-tms mrpoductlon*;t was stated ’chat:'w o

"The dmectops of;the Seventh World Congpess of the Communlst
International, headed by Dtmitr'ov, cﬂscar'ded‘ JUSt those pmncipies—of
Marxism -Leninisrd whieh presentad, in: opepanon. ‘a threat-to thé: '’
1mmed1ate plans of the demmam: snctmns of Eux’opean 1mper'1a11sm."

.During the 1930s the pmmax‘y dwecnor -of the foreign policy of the ,
dominant sections of the French and British lmpemansts may. be. summed up in
the notorious word "appeasement"‘ to assist in deeds, while deplomng in words,
the aggr'esewe expansion of the Gepman, It:ahaq and Japanese imperialists with
the alm ‘of bringing them into confhct w1th !;he bov;et Umon 'I‘hey hoped tfzat in
that cOnfhct the wor'ld s only soclahst state would be destpoyed whlle thew ‘
Gerinan, Itallan and Japanese mvaIs would be go weakened as to enable them.
the western | upopean 1mpemallsts to dommate Che whole Euna81an land mass.
The appeasement pohcy of* Pams and London was. of coupse, thhly acceptable
in Berlin, Rome and Tokyo I

The ConfllCt be;ween deeds and wopds Whlch was an esoentxal féat;upe of

“appeasement" necesitated unppecedented demagogic deceptlon of the people'
the "trustworthiness' of ‘Hitlér and Mussolini; the desmablhty;of concessions to
them "in order to save the world from war": the need for "non: ~-intervention" in
the Spanish Civil War (that is, an embargo on the sale of arms to the legal ‘
Republican govepnment while the German and Italian lmpemahsts pouped 1n
arms and troops to ‘aid the pamsh f5¢ otsts) '

The mos 5t serious thréat to the pollcy of "appeasement" was in 1933
'undoubtedly the papxd developmentin France of the united frvgnt sg*mst fascism
being built from below by the Fpencn Commgmst Papty, on the directives of the
Comrr‘unkot Intennanona) ; . o S X T
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The plan which the imperialists evolved to countep this threat was complex
in ifs onganisation, which required the cooperation of the leaders of the Labour
and Socialist Internnational, the nazn secpet service and the press of many
countries, but sxmple in its axms to gag and b;nd the anti-~ fasmsts ;n t;he umt:ed
{Po L Qeing built fpom below by pepver'tmg 1t into a "umted front fr'om above"
as a prelude to'its destr-uouon, T iy -

As a part of the tactics of building a united fpont fpom below, the Commun-
ist International long baefore 1935 had recommended apppoaches by Communist
Pam:les to Social- Democpapc Paptles with pr'oppsals for a united front on a
pmncipled basis - not because. it wasa belleved ;hax: these ppoposals were likely
to be accepted, but as pant of the pr'ocos:, of "exposmo and isolating" the
leaderships of the Social - Democr*atxo Pantles,

"In the twelve years since 1923 we addressed the Socialist Party 26
times. Each time we met m,th a r»efusal sometimes even a rude one." (M,
Thorez: Speeoh at the, Seventh Wopld Cangress of the Communist Inten-
natlonal, n: "Repopt of ;he Seventh Congpess of the Commum_,t Intep- )
'national" Speeohes. Pavt 4 London, 1936 p.30),

Oon Febpuar'y 19t;h 1988 - eight. days bet’or’e the nazis set light to the Relchsl:aa
- an event occurred which was peggarded by many peaple as being as strange
as if Queen Victoria had sought to bestow the Opdep of the British Empire upen
Karl Maprx: the Bureau of the Laboup and Socl,ahst Intermal:tonal issued a state-
ment declanzng the Peadmess of the Social - Democranc Paptxes afflhated to it
to tor'm ngted fponts dmected agamst fascism wn:h the Commumst Panues.

("Intepnatlonal Ppess Coprespondemoe" Vqlume 13: March 9th, 1933 p,262)

The Executwe Commlttee of the Communist International correctly viewed
this offer as insincere, and maintained tha; a united fpom in deeds and not
wonds cpuld beset. up only from below:: :

"This deClaPatlon st;ands in shanp co n;padictxon ta the whole of the
ppevious actions of the L.S 1. apd socjal ~democratic parties, The whole -
policy and activxty of the L. S.L hlthe,m:o justifies the C.I. and the C. P s in
putting no faith in ;he sipcerity of the declaration of the L.S, I. Bureau. ,..,

'~ The Executive Commit;tee of the Communist Intepnational f;pmly
belleves that the social - democpatlo and non par'ty wor'keps regardless of
what attitude the social - demopr'atlc leaders adopt in setting up the umted
fropt, will overcome all obstacles, and together with t;he Commumsts, set
up the united front ndt in wopds but in deeds," (Ibid.; p .262).

In spite of this - or «pathen, beoause of this ~ the" Executwe Committee of ..
the Communist International called

"upon all COmmumst Par*t;les to make yet anothep attempt to set up a .
united front of stpuggle with the social democratic workers through the
medium of the socxal ~dermocratic par*t;es" (Ibld p. 262)

on the pr'in(:}pl& that the pnobable refusal of t;he umted {pont in practice wouyld =
further assist in thie "exposure and; 1solat10p" of the social-democratic-leaders, ’
On the internatjonal scale, indeed, rothing whatever came of the L.S.1.
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declaration of February 19th, 1933, A month later, on March 18th-10th, 1933, the
Bureau passed a resolution advising affiliated parties .ot to conclude united
frort agreements uniil and unlesg,agreement on their form had been agrsed
between the two Internation&ls, and the conferernce of the L,S.1I, i, Paris in
November 1934 repealed this resolution and left each affiliated papty to take
such action as it thought fit,

On July 15th, 1924, however, taking its stand on the L.S.I, declaration of
February 19th, 1933, the Natlonal Council of the French oocxall 5t Papty votﬁd to
accept the publlc gv)posal of the French CommumCt Papty for a umted fpont
"apainst war and fascism", adding:

"It welcomes it all the more &6 it hopes to sse in this unity of action
a means of preparing the organic unification of the two parties."

The price which the Communist Party paid for the conclusjion of the
united front pact, on August 2%th, 1934, did not at first sight appear heavy or un-
reasopable, although it wwas to prove fatal to the cause of anti-fascism and to the
fight against wap: this was to abstain from criticisim of the Socialist Party for
the duration of the agreement: ' |

"In order to conciudse the pact, we had agreed to a concession with
regard to criticism. ... We subscribed i the following text;

'‘Durin g the common action, the t\\O parties will pe01pnocally abstzin
from attacks and criticism.'™ (M. Thorez: Speech at the Severnth World
Congress of the Communist Intarnational, in: 'Report of the Seventh
World Congress of the Communist International": Speeches, Part 4;
London: 1936: p,31),

On July l4th, 1935 the bourgeois Radical Sopigyst Party - led by Edauard
Daladier, who had resignad as Prime Minisiep in February 1234 at the demand of
fascist rioters, and wha later accompanied Chamberlain to meet Hitler apd
Muyssolipi at Munich for the partition of Czechoslovakia) agreed to extend, by
ifs participation, the Socialist~-Communist united front into a wider "anti-fascist
Deople's Front, with the "non-cniticism" pact also correspondingly extended.

In the General Election of May 3rd, 1936, the "People’s Eront" won a
decisive maaomty, securing the election of 146 " Soctalists", 136 "‘Radxcal
oOClallStS", and 72 Communists,

On June 4th, 1936 the "’ocxdllut" leader, Leon Blum, became Prime
Minister and selected & cabinet consisting of "Socjalists" and "Radical Social-
istu", with no Commuuists,

Within a few \'\’Ceka of the formation of the "People‘ Front" governmert,
howevep, it became cleap that in 1ts for'exgni)ohcy it was deteprrninead to llne up
Completely with the "'~>peasement" policy of the anj; Conservagive over'n—
ment, h.eadyu then by Stanley Beldwin, The l“oneign Secretary of the "People 5
Front" government, Yvon Delbos, in fact, became popularly known as "the
British Under-Tecretary for French Affairs®, ,

On June 19th, 1936 thz Bnitish govennment drogped the sanotions imposed.
?')y infeprnationzl cgrzement agajnst Italy in connectior: with that country's invasion

f Zthiopia in 1935, The Fpench "“"Peaople's Front" governmernt followed suit on
lum, 23pd; announcing this to the Chamberp of Deputies, Delbos was at pains to
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stress that he had complete faith in Hitl,gr*'g protestations of "friendship" for
France: T ' " '
"We hdve no mtentlon of doubting the word of a man \vho dumng four
yoaps kpew the horror of the trenches."

When the Spanisj fascists, headed by Frahco, began their -counter-
pevolutionary war against the Republican government of Spain in July 1936, the
French "People s Front" government issued on. August 2nd an appeal to the
Br'n;lsh and Italian governments urging . ‘ -

the rapid adoption and rigid obser-vance of an agr'eed aPPangemcnt
~ for non- 1nter*ventlon in Spain', :

and four days latep on Auvu%t 6th 1mposcd an @mbar'go on th\, exnor’t of arms to
hie legal opamsh government in Madrid.

At a mass meeting in Paris on September 6th, 1936, three days aftep the
fall of Ipun to the fascist forces, Blum declared, with tears in his éyes, that his
heart was with’ ‘the Spanish people, but if the "People's Fr*ont“ government had
sent arms to Madrid: : : e

. the most immediate consequence would have been ac ompetltlon
in the supply of ar*mament«* to both sides o '

‘ u\’hen lnter'Jectops pomted out that Italy and Germany w ere known to be
sending massive.arimed suprort to the Spanish fasmsto, in v1olat10n of the inter-
nationgl 'non-intervention' agreement, Blum rmplled

"There is not a single pr'oof not a single piece of ev1dence to show
that the ragr'eement has beein v1olated "

On Decemberr 9th, 1936 a joint Socialist ""ar'ty-Commumst Party.commun-
que sald . Do :

“The represeritatives of the Communist Party emphasised their
confldence that the government presided over by Comprade Leon Blum will
pursue . in close and fraternal COlldbOI’atl’)Il the application of the programme
of the Dsople >'s Front".

On January 14th, 1937 the "People's Froint" Governmernt proceeded to
extend its’ oolicy af "non~intervention" ‘in thc tspamah Civil War:by a B111 to ban
the enlistmeiit of volunteers for Spain. : : : '

On June 2lst, 1937, after its financial reform Bill had been rejected by the
Senpate, the Blum government resigned. It was succeeded on the following day by
a new "People'SFPont" gover*nmént.headed by the Radical! Socialist, Camille
Chautemips; it included Soci’éliét Party members,. but no Communists.

' At the Socialist Party confep@nce in July 1937, by which time the fiction
that Ger'many and Italy were observing Ynon-intervention" in Spain ¢ould no
longepr be sustained even by the widest stretch of the imagination, Blum defended
the "People's Front" government's palicy of "non—mtppventlon" on the grounds
that it ndd "saved peace", declamng :

3

"1 pecognise that mist akes havs becn inade, that we have suffered




certain disappointments: bﬁ’t,,’above all,. I ask you to reflect on the fact
that for a year Burope has been kept free of wan, .., Is pon-intervention
a lie? ,.i. Yes! .Yeg!) A thousand times yes, if you like, But in spite of

~this I am pot sure that tHis lle, this fiction, has not.enabled us to avoid
the catastrophe,"” e : -

On March 13th, 1938 Blum returned to head a new "People's Front"
government, composad again of Socialist Party members and Radical Socialist
Papgy members, but no Communists, It lasted less than a month, resigning on
April 8th, 1938 when its fmanmal refonm Bill' was once mope PQJeCted by the
Senate, ' i ‘

.On Apml‘ IOth 1338: arnew "Dcoplu“’- Front" f:z,owarmmen1 took offlce, with
Hdouard Daladiep, leadsr of the Radical Socjalist Papty as Prime Minister; it
included neither Sogcialist Party members nop Communwt:. but both the Socialist
Papty and the Communist Papty, gave it their suppobt.

In September 1938 Daladlier, as the head of a "Peop""s Fr'ont“ government
ded;c«:;od to "anti,fesmsm ", made his infamous Joupney with (‘hambepld;n to
'\/Iumch to meet Hitler and Mu &Olinl and sign. QLJpnoval fop the handlng over of
Czechoslovakia to the nazis, ' .

The "Peoplo S ‘:‘r'gnt" had coinpl ote d its allott“d task,. Thp anti deQl
movement in ‘E?r'g;‘cc-: had collap,sed in dtﬂlluulonmem bpt: the Com’numst Papty
hod nobly carpied out the polxc,/ of taxm no acuog w thu would. bpeak up the
",People's Front", This was pow donu, for them, - L

Aftep abohching in October' 1938 th 40~ houp week whici: was the maxn

\p,ve achmvemc,nt of the "People's Frront" admpistre uon, m, Novembep_gg_’
’Peoplc‘f‘ qunt" and the " Peoplg Fpon " government cea%ed;o gxlsu when, on
l\ovem ber 1lth, tl‘é &,ovcpnmem pdm;y, the Redical. Socialist Pupt.;. fopmally,
left il;Q associatjon with the "united fpont" '

, ~ Ir the summen of 1939, the "umted fpont" al:,o cca ed to ex.ist viher the
“Saciallst Party uu:hdpew from it. On Aug,uvt .’J7th 1939 aIl onwanu of. the Commun-
jst P?nty wepe banned and shontly {;Lftep the putbpeak of the "phoney} a,p" on
Septamber 3pd 1939, tho Party itself was outlawed and the mass arrgsts of .
Commupists began. Lo
At the Seventh ‘\“or’ld Congpess of the Com Tunist Intepnatmnal Just fqun v
yeam eanl;ep in 1935 Cachin hcd declared:

"The People'“ bpont oo Wa& ;mtlated by our' Communist Par'ty
Thosu tactlcq of’ the Feople s Front, which we have alneady lmplemented end
\\hich we intcrd to intensify by all the means at oupr disposal, present a
certain dangen Never'th less, when one is m a wel’—steeped ship, one can
alwayc csca"c the pocks“ (M., Cachin: up\,ech de'}ver'ed at the Seventh

vforld Copgress of the Commumst Inter’nauonal. in: "'Repopt of the
cvepth World Congress. of the Cornmunist In tePnatlox alvs 5peeches Part 3,
Loondon 1936y p,8, 10) :

Ii; faet, of course, the M« ntn-t‘ascxst Peag ple'l« Front" was, stecred by the west
=uropesan _imperialicts thpoug*h ‘”umc‘h Lo fascuk,m ard wan, B

IS S I H Lo
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"THT TI—'OUGHT OF ”ARRY POLLITT"

At the -Seventh World Congnees of the Commumst Inter*pat}onal in 19,33,
Hzarpry Polhtt had.sworp, along with his fellow revisionists, never to abandon the
Manxist-Leninist principle that gocialism could net be attained through parlija-
ment, but only bty means of a socialist revolutjon; '

'~ "The Communist Party in its revolutionary agitation and propaggnda
among the workers rnust popularise its;revolutionary programme of Soviet
power, concretely applied to ‘British conditions and industries as the 9-—-——¥
way in which gll their basic problems can be solved. .

The Communist Party does not believe that Sociali sm can be achleved
thr'oug_;h Panl;ament and wtll alw rays state thls etﬁﬂdpomt in 1ts agitation
_and ppopaganda." {H Pollitt: Speech at the Seventh \World, Congr'ess ofthe
Communist Interrational”, in: Report of the Seventh Congness of the-
Communist Intennatiopai'" Speeches, Part 7; London; 19363 p.23, 27).

“Ten years later, Pollxtt wae accor*ded by international pevnﬂomsm the
diehonoup of testing out whcthen the time was now nipe to bmng to completidn the
abaridonment of Mapxis - Leninism by the Internation&l Communist Movement, ta
bring to completion the process begun at the Seventh - opld Congress of the
Comrmunist Intennatmnal -This he did in a pamphlet entltled "Answers to - N
Questions':, published by the. Commumat Pancy -of Grveat Britain‘in May 1945, o

-Just as-the "pew situation" created by the attempt of Japanese 1mpemalism
to conyert China from a semi-colorty of 1mpemahsm into a colony of xmpepial‘sm
had been the pretext for the abandonment of Marxism - Lenimsm in relation to
colonial -type countries by Mao Tse- -tung, just as the “new situation" cr-eated by .,
the thnpat of fascism had been the pnetext for the partial abandonment of Mar'xism-
Leninism in relation to the deyelopéd capltalis: 'countries by’ Dimitnov, so_;_l_l_g
"new sn;uamon" which would amse out of the wctony of the United Natxons in the ,
Second Wopld Wap was made the pnetext for the complet;e abandonment of Mapxxsm—
Lemmsm in rrelat;on to the- developed capltalx t countme<‘ by Pollm: e

The unijty b‘etween us 1mpemahsm Bmtnsh 1mpepialxsm and the socialist

Soviet ‘Union, brought about during World War II as a*result of the;‘n common ‘
1ntenest tn the defeat of the Axls power's would be, declared Poll;tt even 'stpong-
er" jh peace tlme.

"The essence of the Crimea pepspectxve o is that thene shall exist
betwéen Bpitain and America (the two stnongest capitalist natxons in the
world) and the Sovxet Union (the powepful Socxahst natwn) a stronger unity
in peace time than has existed in war. ,...

“The principal capitalist counfries and the Socialist countny have found
a unity of interest in war and peace.“ (H, Pollitt' “"Anawers to Questions";

; London, 1945, p.22 23)

This post-war wor'ld wopld be one in which war would be im poeswle

A "The force and vxolence used in this war ;... has alsa settled the’
quesy:lon of future wars," (H, Pol,lltt.; ibid,s p.40). :

In this idyllic past-wan world, in which the principal imiperialists would live
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in pgaceful harmony with aach qther and with the w;mklng class which pruled the
Sos{ie; Union. Bn ish capitalists ~ lilge ;hgip countempapts ln China acconding to
Mao. Taeatuus ~ would, accoprding to Pell;tc, have & common interest with the

working las“ln’ aboli. _lnmca‘lta lsm at{least,ln s re-war, l'op 1k

*Capitalism, in its pne-i%g iset+up, hadlbecome such a'fetter on
p’r'oduction' that the capitalists themselves l’tnd these very fetters a night-
' mare, ,. Hence. ther-e is, up to a pojm:, a common lnter'est betyveen sll‘
the pnognesslve*sectxons ‘of the’ nation, tabour and capltallst ahke. ‘in” "
«finding: a common aolutlon." {H. Pollitr: ibid.; p.44).

N i“The "'new form of capltallsm " in the cr'eatlon oi' whlch both capitalists and
workers, would have a "common interesg",. was, salg Pollltt, one ln ‘which’ the
economy W ould beﬁ\lanned»b' ‘,h,‘,sm“.‘.,-.m the interests of the ‘wole people,

LN}

"!The mone fap-slghted elements of the capitalist.class .... understand
~ti..that if the State has:to.take isupreme control in wan:time, it will have, in
"the new sityjation after the wan, to maintain ivarious.forms of conttiol.

In such a sltuathn, tate ca?lqalism can meap that the sectional lntepests
_ of th capl,galists are to some-eXxtent subond{n@ted to ;he needs of f:he whole
f(which lnclpde e . the wonkens)
- lt ia in the lntepests of botia the worvlqng elass énd tne capitallet class
;hat FNS s’pould haPpen. " (H Pollltt' lbld.. p R9, 30. 31), - i,

+ff: coursea; the establlshment of state capitaltsm. planned in the: tm:emsasl:sx

I

.af the. peopla-as a whale, wouldi require 'changes! i the 'state agparatusta ; .

1230 “do:achieye this (i.e., state capitelism: planhed:in the interests of the
1 ripeaple as a whote - #d,) the apparatus of the State itself wlll hawe also
to undergo changes. " (H. Polljtt: lbld., p. 30, . TEEARY]

Beoause the capitallst olass and the wov}dng c,l 68 have a "commpn

mter-est" ln b;'lng,lng ébout these’ ctaan,ges, fhey can be achieved by means of a
unity" '(1.e,, by a cpalltlon gover'nment {ncluding the
fth a majérity of Social- Democﬂatlc and "pr-ogr-essxve"

membens ln the Houae of Commons)
1 i 5 {

b g a 'Hn swssgnt congmons we. ssheal-flsht ln the Gemnal E‘dection to secure
.. 1+ the ending of. the Topy madjonity, and aftep thet Election:the continuance of
«national unity, but, national ynity based-an a new gavernmant having behind
. #¢ @ majopity of-lzabour:and progressive members of Perliament.. This will
1. lgyve anew-meaning to.national upity:ione that comeaponds;tm the peal

L meaning of Anation'”. {H.. Pollitt: fbid.: p.45).. A B O R

By ;hese means “the ‘State coulﬁr be tpansfoprned fmm
coerclon on behalf of the capltallst ass lnto anln ft_j‘um

", . R .
. Wt bai =~41

?a appar-atus bt
or " _gmocpatic

t .

lnstnumem and guldlng powef' éﬂpough which qanbest be neal géd the aims
o whlch thls war has been fought 5o winw see T TG : oo

1
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To win a ne type of Guver*nmbnt and Parliament, | , th°y (i. e,, the
working class - =1,) \”UI Apaw to t‘iﬁw side wide L-ectlonc of the peoplp,
’Togethep they will make posmble great ¢ ﬁmal pr'ﬂfvr'e se, ir. which tl}ew
direction af the State 1s the guarartee that it becomes 3 the’ custodla'n for'
democrsatic advance, "'('H ‘Doltite: ibid.: p.37). :

By

Kl

In thic new ’Oot-v ‘ar 1tuat1 on, thopafom, Fotlitt o« nclujud con ;1t10n ara
objectively favoupable fop "th peacbful tran\)ltloq to socldlium“

"The conditions created by the grzat political changes arising out of
this wap are now obJ“ctwer more favourable for the oeacpful transition
to socialism than they heve cvep been. , -

The force and violerce used in this war.... has made it doubly
difficult for the rféactiurjapy capitalist forces; after a war waged with
extreme violence to defend democracy, to Peuom; to violence to cr'ush

democracy. .... ,
We are making the gr'eatest ‘possible congribution towards the possib-
ility of ‘@ peaceful transition to Socialismi," (H. Pollitf: 1,b1'1., p.,39 40, 42).

,These conceuts ape of cou’so, comple tﬂly r*ewstomut

Revisionism is the pepversion of Mapmsm Lcmrtsm to meet the needs ot
the capltallqt class, anfi alpeady in 1945 Pollu:t - r'ecogmsmv that L‘mted Stuces
)mpemulwm would emer'gb from the wap as by far tbc stnonrre st i per'laust
powen in the w or*ld, was preparing to place the Compﬂums; Party of Gr'eat Britain
at the service ‘of that, dection of the British impepialitts: (thfan the dommant
sectian) whlch favourad the: Bubondmanon ‘of British lr“lper'lth'n to W ash;ngton

"mhat causas both: Amebicen anpd Bmtxeh camtahcts thnm greatest
concern? How to use the new. gigamnc ppoductlvr= poweps wwmn the limits

of this profit-making system. ... . 1o T o}
. The only rrm(/hatr lmp of polxcy vhlph can offep ev temgor'ax'y
soluuon fop thxo_onoblem ‘of modern capitalism \,. lies .... lF fonrré of,_

‘ aconoric co o“nr’atlor. that = 1!1 &t the sainie tnmo help co solve snme of
the basjc hffcren 28 tha; ex1st betw een ‘the British anl Amemcan capztall t
classes. L

what is to be done with this im rren%ely increased pr'oductxve :O’v‘v‘er;"i’

Wwhere is it to fird markets? It can find them only ... by deyeloping other
-countries through investment as markets for its goods; ... by international
planning;:in order to help each country to specialise in its exports on what
it is most fitted ta prdduce and on what other countries need, and to reduce
competitive rivglries to the minimurn , ‘a considerable amount of joint
planning of internpational trade is'needed, and this can best be organiced if

, in the flr'st glccc thene IS the closest co-~ opepatlon between Bmtain and

Zighteen months bcfor’e the pubhcanon of Pallitt's "Angwers to f)ues;xons",
‘the leader of the Communisc Party of the United States of America, Zarl Browder,
: . - ™
had also put t‘op\ rard a complctoly Pevxsxonxot prograrmme: ' '

"Cupr post-war plan js national unity: ....
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Adher'ents of socialism ..., must make it clear tha they will not raise
the issue of socialism in such a for'm dnd manner as to endanger or weaken
that national unity, ...

The policy:for Marxists and all adherents of socialism in the United -
States is to'face thh all its consequences the perspective of a capitalist

Uanited States. ..,.
The American national unity which we have: undep examination of

necessity includes, and must include, a decisive part of the big capitalists. ...

For Amepican capitalists on the whole ‘free enterprise’ is sacred and
untouchable, ,.. We ..., face the necessity ,...to take it fully into account
and-avopid any direct challenge to its validtty, The problem is somewhat
similar to that of peligious freedom and toleration, ,.

We Marxists are accepting for a long peripd the necessnty {0 cooperate
in making capitalism wopk in America, ,. v

Nothing eould be more fatal for the pevspective of T'eheran, so far as
the -United States isiconcerned, than an attitude of uniform and unpdifferent-
iated hostility t6 the ranks of big capital from the side of the labour and
liberal sections of our democracy, .,.

[ insist ,... that labour shall make clear beyopd all question that such
canflict {i.e., class capflict - Ed) is not the desire or aim of the labour
movement. ! {E. Browder: "Teheran”; New York: 1944; p,66, 67 69, 71, 74,

87), .

Thesé formulations ape less subtle than those put forward later by Pollitt
in Britajn, but they differ little from them in essence., What was unacceptable to
world-imperialism, and so to world pevlslomsm. was the pPactical conclusion
which E’mawdep dprew fr'om the above’ analys;s' ‘

) "Amemcan Cqmmunlsts are nehnquishlng for an extended period the
stpuggle for partisan advancement fop themselves as a separate group.
The existence of a separate political party of Commyiinists ,.. no longep
‘senves a priactical purpose but can be, on the contpahy, an abstacle to the

larnger upity. .
The Communists wijll, therefore, dis=olve them separate polmcal

party, ..,
{
There will no longer be a Communpist Panrty in the United States, " (E.

Browder: ibid.; p. 1179

Thus, in the interests of "nanonal unity",the Congregps of the Communist
!"ar*ty of the LLSA in May 1944 dissolved the Par'ty and tpapcfopmed it mto an

educatnonal body", the “Commumst; Polmcal Assoc:at;onr.

Tl',us move was unapceptable to wopld 1mpepialnsm because the objective
role of pevianmsrr is to serve the capitalist class. to divgrt away from the path
of pevolutnonapy stpuggle the most politically conscious elements in the working
class: ;t cannot pepfopm thls role if it llqmdajes the polntl{:al papty pequwed for'
this pur*poqe.

In the following year, thenefope the leading French t'evnsnomst Jacgues
Duclos, was allotted the task of "exposing" the'pevzsnonism of Browderism, which
he proceeded to do in the organ of the French Comimunhist Party, "Cahiers du
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,,Commumsme" In Pespm e tQ thlS ”fpatepnal CPIthl m", a,specjal Natjonal
‘Convennon in July 1945 re- estabhshed the C‘orﬂmums\: Par'ty of the USA wnder
the leadership of the revisionist William Foster. In February 1946 the Nationzl
Comimittee expelled, Browder from rembership of the Party, and he;took up,
appr’opmately, the role of an information agent for Big Business, « co

At the same time. the task was allogted to, Pollitt of testing whether* the
time; was now r’r)e fop Commur 1st Par’tles to adopt an outright Pev1slon1$t
be establlahq:d qnly by means of the smasl]mg of the capltdhst state in a socialist
Pevolutlon and that it could be  maiptaineg only by the estab} ishment of the
dictatorship of the w opkmg c,laou:, _coutld be: dlscanded This he did in. ”Que‘stions
and Answers" . : . v

The Peactlon to I"ollltt S "cpeatlve Mar*x1sm Lenipnism"- dumonstrated that
in 1945 this was still 'f.ppgmatupa". L“or' the-next five years, therefore, Pollitt
deyoted.-his oratory to assisting, British monopoly. capital salve the "national
crisig” « by urgin. the working cless, . in the name of 'creative Marxism -
Leninism", to work harder and collaborate with the employers in "ratjonalisation
measures! {p incrgase production under "a state of .emargency':

“The' iob of th*ts Connpess .lb to advance the SOlUthl’l of bup COUI’lth s
gpave pr'bole*ms ’ o ’

The unions should demand that joint production machinery - mat’ibnal,
peglopal local and, factory - should be set up in all ind,;qgtnjgs,__without, delay.

e

elege JRRT T § PR JAA :
We ape fully an qua ho.» dxffacult 1t I-S to convmu t‘le vxor‘.ker*s of :he ~

' nced for' 1ncr’ea<sed Dpoductlon This: is understandable. when the wovker’s
ce pools of unemployment." (H Pollitt: Repor*t to the 19th Congpess of the
*Cemmumst Party of Great Britaih: "Bmtam s F‘r’ofbl‘erhc Cat be -olvcd"
Lentldn, 1947 B 17; 18) T e i e e :
t

g

§
v , "If the ug 1ons W 151:1 to play.a peal. pam: in planmng they must under'take
as system atic campaxgn to revive the Joint Production Cornmitfees and;to
induce the Govnr’nrmfnt to make themilleglally‘compulsgny in all firms
employmg miore than 50 workers, .... .
It is thejpb of the Productign Committees in all mduqtmers to secure
gpeatep output per marn employed on the basis of tha existing equipment, ,.
The FProduction Comumittees must be prepn ared to show how output can
“pe increased: bl the better ldyout of existing’ machmvo‘, th "16r"4 skilful
forwarding of supglies of . matemals and comgionenté ‘the-better: or*gan‘lsa-’
tion of inner factof:;y trans pom,ua bé&ep or*ﬁramsauon of avallable lab(bur’
The Wweérksrs must be ’ppepar*eu_to suppopt a rmmore pational use of
‘labsur. " (Econortiic Committeiof the- Communist Papty (6f Gbsat Britain):

o "Bmtalh's ‘Plan fop! F‘r’oeﬁ)dm*ty".\uon’jon' 1947, p.lIO lll) 8
.. ,1 AsiEo SN "

"The Govar*nmpnt ohoul" ""CldI’C an emergency c;1tuatlon and cal'e
1]

e”mr’gcncy, powers, to.arganise the nation's .resouprces, . - L
Thcﬁ Covepnmcm ,hpuld organise a. <'r>eat political campalgn fop !
"Lmn showing sxactly what pogitive Lmprovenignts ig will

. P ¢ 3 2§
cLoen ot a4

mcpeesed or’s
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" bring ta-the workers and-their famflies in the form of better conditions,
no more gueues, higher wages, more gaods, more houses, schools &nd
pew factories, .,. . -

Wipe out defea;ism Cymclsm and doub;, $0 that, for'xexample. the
Joint Producthn Corr}nm;ttgesjc’a{;\pqally be opgapised angd got going in a
manner we have never seen before, just because all the workers undep-

v stand the' gpavtty of the nauon s pos;ticm. its nieed for mcr'eased pr'oduc-b

(R aon " LH Polhtt : "Lookmg Ahead"' LQndon 1947 p.67 76, 123}, ’

e At tha eame nme Polht; v»as t;upnj,n? his a;ttepuon to. th< "Peogle‘s _
Democnacnes" wh;ch had grisen in Eastenn cupope follqwmg the, Secqnd World ;
‘\’\FapT Accor*ding to Mapxwt-Lemmst analyms these states had arisen as a
result of the smashing df the formerp state appapatusés in a progess egulvalent
to_a warking clédes socijist; Fevolution and Pepﬂesemed a for'm of the dictétops;p
of the wonf(mg\_class. R 5

< e "The tr‘am,egdous social uphegval wmch took plac;e cAfr,er' the war in
| L‘he pqun;me;s of Soythern and, Soul;h Eastepn Furope, an upheaval which
r‘esulted in the consolldapon in thc,ae countries of the dictatorship of the
Qr*qletamat in the form of the, Peopl@'b Democn,amc State, had the-
_Chapacter of a pyalegdpxan reyolugion, of a socialist revoldtion." ' (H, Minc:

"P@ople S Democnacy in Ezsteprn ZEurope'; London: 195k p,6).

[
Already in 1947, however, Pollitt was presenting the People's Derﬁbcr'ac-

1e$( of-uascepn Hunope gs.-examples of. @, "r;,ew and tq Soclalism" -a poad thhout
the rd;jgtaﬂtop h} ) of the wopkjng class, aar'aagi Jthouc pevolution: R I

: "In a number of countries where populap democracigs have been
establishnd &.new road to. Soc;;ahsm has opeped. b@fone the people, ,
. in theae count,mes eeéng AEAS DOQSLNQ to.see how the people will move
. towar'gis ng;,ah,sm wuhou;t fur'then reyolution, wu;boux the dictatorship of
the proletariat.” (H, Pollitt: "Laoking Akead": London; 1947; p,90l.

Then, at a meetipg of the Executive Committed of the Communist Party
. of Gngat Br'ltam in July 1950, Pallitt put the casgfor a new Pargy pr'ogr'amme
for- the gsgab,ljshment of L':gopia},;sm "in. Bm:am on the.h s of " ™.
utxgns" and "Peopla's 0 ithout rey i
sh;p of the wor'KinLclass

’ "Ouv Panty must anq gan formulate .,ug;h a statemem; of policy as .
wm attpact wide attention,, dnscussxon and suppart. .., It musg be
‘ .xmmediately pr'acucable and pot only possible .after same capitalist and
-, Transport. House hogey of a 'bloady. revolutiont, It must bg apphcable to
“British conditions and be based upon them and British ingtitutions,
- "{Hi Polljttt cited by 3. Gollan' “Peopie*s Democr'acy l’or~ Bt*ttain'“ London;
i -‘1952' p,3-4) . o

The new ppogpamme "The Bthh Road to ch;alim" was adbpt,ed by.
the 22nd. National Congress of the Communist Par'ty at Easter #1952,
The programme repudiated as a "Fie™ thé concept that thb Communist




R8

Paprty was bent on destpoying that Bgitish "institution" known as the British
Smpire: "

"The enemnies of Commurism declare that the Com’munist Eaﬁi:y vee 1S
aiming at the destruction of .... the British Smpire, But it is a lie". ("The
British Road to Socialism": Londor; 1051 p. 11) '

On the contrary, the Commumst Pamty would establlsh "normal "pelations
between the British people and the peaple of.the Empire, would establish relations
under which Britain would exuoptfindustpial products to the c: suntries making up
the British Empire, togpther' with technical’ speCIallsts and would’ r'ecelvc, from
them essential food and raw matemals' -

. "'The Communist Paptyf our Ppogpamme states 'would put gn end to
the present abnormal, relations .... between the British people and the
people of the Empire by establishing durable fniendshlp with them. ees

Our People's Government, the Programme declares, wogld enter into
.... mutual arrangements with these .... Governments tqQ ensure Britain
'the norrmal supplies of the vital food and ' raw materials necessary to her
‘economic life'. ... To the ,... colonial countries we would send ‘the products
of British industry néeded by thase countries for their own economig
developmeritf.‘ ... We would offer technical specialists." {J. Gol‘la‘n: Report
to the 22nd National Congress of the Communist Party of Great Britaip,
. "People's Democracy, for Britain"; London; 1952; p.8).

The establishment of close association between Britain and the people of
the Empire is necessary for "mutual defence against US impepi‘al‘ism "y

"All this, continues our Programme, 'would ppoVide the ‘basis for a
new, closé .., association of the British people and the .... péaples of tha
present Empire to promaote mutually beneflmal economic axchange and
cooperation, and to defend in common thelr' freedom against Amer'lcan

. imperialist-aggression'.;.. Thi§ floht requires close association and
c00per’auon for victory", (J Gollan: ibid.: p. 8, 9).

Thus, the Communist Papty would riot dissolve the British ! mpibe ‘but trgns-
fopm it into @ new association - a "Commonwealth" pephaps ~ based on neo-
colonialism, .i.e. on the "independence" of the member countmes"‘ :

" All this, continues our Pr'ogr'amme, would pr'ov1de the basns fop a
new, close, voluntary and fraternal association of thé ‘British people and
the liberated peoplés of the ppesent Empwe to promote mutually benef1c1al
economic exchange and cooperauon and to defend in common their free-
dom agam*;t Amemcen impemallst aggpessmn'" (J. Gollan' ibid,; p.8).

-

The ppogpamme also Pepudlated as a "slander'ous mlqpeppesentatmn" the
conpept that the Communist Party sought to replace capitslist "parliamentary
democracy" by a workmg class state, the dictatorship of the working class,
expressed by that alien term "Sovxets" : :

"The enem1es,of C‘omrrums,m accuse the Communist Party of aiming
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to introduce Soviet Power imeBpitain, and to abalish Parliament. This is
a slanderous misrepresentation of our policy." ("The British Road to
Socialism"; Londaon; 19313 p.14,) , o,

In what Gollan described as the "now famous key formulation" of the néw
programme, the Communist Party declaredthat the parliament of the capitalist
state could be transformed into "the democpatic instrument of the people's will,
into an instrument: of "People's Democracy”, by means of which socialism could
be introduced constitutionally: ‘ ‘

"The British Communists declape that the peaple of Brjtain gan trans-
for'm capltallst democr'acy into a real People's Democracy, transforming
Parliament, the product of Bmta}n S hxstor'n,c struggle for democracy, into

~the democratic instrument of the will of the vast majority of her people."

(Ibid.; p.14).

"Socialism is achieved through the mass movement of the people
tpansfopmino Parliament into an instrumment of ;ts will and usmg it to
legislate for Socialism." {J. Gollan: ibid.; p,15},

Since 1951, the "Bpitish Road to Socialisrﬁ“ has been revised three times
--in 1952, 1958 and 1968 - and the "pure democratic" character of the "socialist
state" to be established along this road has been clarified:

"Nemocratically organised political parties, inciuding those hostile to
socialism, would have the right to maintain thejr organisation, publications
and propaganda, and to contest elections." {"The British Road to Social-
ism": London- 1868; p.52).

But the "now famous key fopfnulation“ of 195! remains virtually unchanged:

"By political action, using our democratic rights to transform trad-
itional institutions, Parliament can be made into an effective instrument of
the peaople's will, to carry through major legislation to challenge capitalist
power, and replace capitalism by socialism." (Ibid.: p.49). ‘

In February 1956, following the seizure by the Soviet pevisionists of the
machinery of the Communist Par’ty of the Soviet Union, the 20th Conggess of‘the
CPSU adopted Polhtt; S "key formulatlon" to give it an mter'nanonal 1mpllcatlon

"The quesuor‘ arises of whether it is possible to go over to socialism
by using parliamentary means. No such course was open to the Russian
Bolohewks

Since then, howcvep the historical situation has undergone radical
changes which mdke' possible a new approach to the question. ....

The present situation offers the working class in a number ofcapita-
list countries a real opportunity ..., to capture a stable majority in parlia-
ment and transform the latter from an organ of bourgeois democracy into
a genujne instrumeént of the people's will, In such ap event this institution,

tradjtional in many highly developed capitalist countries, may become &n
organ of genuire democracy - democracy for the working people." (N.
Khpushchov: Report of the Central Commmittee to the 20th Congress of the
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CPSU; London' 1956 p,30),

In Novembenr 1957 the Cpmmumﬁc agd womgeng Pancies of r.he "sociahsc

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

couptries", including the Communist Pangy ij}hma endpr'sed Pollit;t = "qu
t’opmulatxon"‘ , ,
i

"Today in.g numbem Qf capital;st councmes the wqpkxng class, headed
by its vanguard, has.the opportupity .., tQ-unite - a majority.of the people;
‘win-state power without civil war and ensure the tpansfer of the bagic
means of production to the hands of the people. ... . The,working class ¢an
gecyre a firm majomt;y in Parliament, transform Paplxament from an
ipstrurment serving the class interests of the boungeaisie into an instru-
ment serving the wopklng people aunﬂﬁ a non—PaPliamentat‘y mass
struggle, smash the Pesxstanoe of ;he peactlonany for'ces and create the
‘necessary conditions for peageful’ pegllsation of the socialist reyolution,™
[Declaration of the Communist and Workers' Parties of Sacialist Counuples,
in; "For Peace ! Faop Socialism .'»'v London; 1957: p. 12).

In November 1960 the' abqve fonmulation was endorsed, without chanTge of
wovdingLQy the conference of nepx‘esentati\wes qf the 81 Gpmmun;st and Wovkeps'

Bg!:t¥6§, ; by : i
(Statement of the World's. Gommumat Pavtles, n* "36 Mul;on .Commumsts
say ...": London: 1960s:p. 30~31). BN 1 : ‘
CONCL N
-rﬂn H—r n—

By 1~96, ,;, thepefope. g:he leadepshlp ot’ the xnter'natxonal
commpnimt movement had abandoped MapxtSm Leninitsmand
had completely embraced revisipnism. The 1ntennatxonal
communist movement had ceaséd 9 be the vanguapd qf the
world woprking glgssg, and the bulld;ng of a8 new: in;ennatlonal
Marxist-ILyeninist movement had .banely begun.. | S
: At the copre of the new previsjonist progrgmme- lay t;he
concepts of the "united front" and the "psople's front! -
byilt hot, in accordanqe with Marnxist-Lenipist pmnoip]es,
"fr'om Qelaw" in dnnjunction with the exposure’ and tsolanon
of ﬁhewSooial ‘Demgeratic Par':y leadeps and the;t‘ pqunten-

papts ip the thade union movement, but the "upited front"
and the "poeople's fpant® built "from abcve"‘ with these
peppesentatives of the capttalist class: . B : ‘

"The Communlst Papmes advocatq coopepatlcm wu:h the Socialist

Panties. ...
Today, in a number of capltalist countpies the wopkipg class headed

by u:s vanguapd has !;he oppoptumt‘y,

~ maiprity of the people.‘ 'win state power wuhopt civil wép and enaune the
;panst‘ev of the basic means of ppqduction to tne hands of thq peoplq " (Ibid,;
P.30, 31 - - my cmphasis - Ed, ) , :
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~ The Labour Party and the Communist Party, working together for
their socialist aim, are the working class pglitical organisations on y}rnich 4
. the success of the cbar ge to socialism, dependa, wew.
The ending of all bans and the. development. of umted action between
.the Communist Par'ty and the Labour Party is alsa a step towapds‘e_le_qtorfal
unity against the Torijes, ... ;
© At every stage m this struggle a strong Co*nmu.m:at Par'ty. W or*kmg in
full association with the Labourr Papty, trade qntons and Cooperative .
Movement, is essential " ("The Bmtlsh Road to Soqlalusm" London. 1958
23, 29, 30). . : .

This "upjted front from above"” js seen as ap important

step in the 'direction of the fusijon of the two parties into a
single party:

"The split in the ranks of the working class ... remains the principal
obstacle to the achievement of the aims of the wor'king class Communists

. mumst ,Par't;u,s, 1n "36 Mxlhon Commumsts s‘ay oo’ _London, p.28),

"The removal of the bans and proseriptions directed against the :
Communist Panty is the first step in.pestoping unity to the movement. This
could lead to further steps towanrds unity, including the possibilities of
affiliation (i.e., of the Communist Paprty to the Labour Paprty - Ed. ), and
eventually of a qmgle wonrking class p,ar'ty based on Mapxism." ("The
British Road te Socialism"; London: 1958 p.29)

When the Seventh “e’omld C@ngvess of the Communtst
International put forward the perspective of the eventual,
unity of the Cammunist Panty and the Social~-Democratic
Party in each country, the condition that the leadership of
the Social-Democnattc Party should "accept Maprxism"
included the ungcceptable ’

‘ "condltxon that the necessxty of the r-evo,!ut;onany pverﬁhPOY\ Qf l:he r'u}e
of the bour_'gemsxe and the estaollshment aof the d;ctatonship of the prole-

tap!at in the form of Soviets be r'ecogmsed * (G. Dimitnov: Main Report
Deljvered at the Seventh Worl+ Congr'ess of the C’ommtxmst Im.“er‘nétionat

ip "The Unpited Front"; Lopdor; 1938; p.88),

Now that the "new creative Marxism™ of the revisionist-
led world communxst movéement has thrown ovepboard the
necessity of the revolutionary overthrow of the boupgeoxsle
and the establlshment of the dlctatonshxp of the pr'oletapifat,

et e ey oy — St i e —— s — e
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Sln&le _papty_ thts_h__a_s___tg_g_c_g_me a _ppoces gegendent __pur*el_y on
the ‘tactjcal pe_quiregx__e__n_t_s_gf_ moﬂogoly_ ca_ﬁ_ttal in egch :
Cgugt;‘h&Lthe 1nter'ests ofu whioh such -a "unuted gar't_y g_g_t_hr_e_.

— —"— r— — Game Saanirerdhe ademedinnd

.__......._...__.._..._...._......—
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‘The concett of -a "unxt?d fpont frbm & above'" with the
counter-revolutionarnry' clacu ‘enmemiies of the ' wopk ¢ding class
is a key concept of - the 'revisibnist "Thought o f '\wt) Tse-
t,lnﬂ"" JBut far from being pﬂcull‘ar’ to! C‘]inccv‘f"hoft"
Pevis 1onisn‘r “thi- conceéept is’ Ji’und mental to modern revis-

o H . .
L ./.»\.~ .k i Ch

ionism as a whole.
’Phe pestopat”ton of the_ gl\ﬂbpxrt—,

§ iy T R Centp"«l § or*,mltt;ae3 o
MLOB foo
November 1971, . .., . .. o aiw oy |
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