" “'IE THZORY OF THE GUERRILLA ELITE

An analysis of the theoriss of Regis Debray as
propounded in “Revolution in the Revolution?': and their
relevance 'to the revolutionary strugglé in ‘Latin America

'Regis Debray., a '"private student of revolutionary theory and practice,” has writ-
“ ten::a book which purports:to offer a2 "third way’ to revolution. t is a ''third way"
which all Marxist-Leninists have hitherto failed to perceive, a "scientific: truth"

gwaiting its release at the hands of this: roving French philosophy student fresh from
the cloisters of the "Ecole Normale Superisure."

In their introduction to this book, Leo qubnrman and Paul Sweezy, the Anerlcan
-'snOﬁsors of Debray, claim that the revolut1on in ‘Latin America

9., will not and cannot follow one or another of the patterns traced
_out by the two great revolutlonary upheavals of the first half of the
twentieth century. The Latin American ravolution is takine a third way,
the first stages of which have already been rsvealed in the Cuban experi-
ence." (Revolution in the Revolution?' Penouln Rooks, 1968},

‘On the basis of this claim for a "third way," thuS“ American llberals with a
“tduch of: rouge on'their cheeks rush to proclaim the ultimate outcome of this breach
“in the wall of proletarian hegemony, the anti-Marxist-Leninist content of th® loqua-
'cious' petty-bourgeoisie of our time: that 'still other revolutionary patterns may be
'p0551ble” - ranglng from thc {n oslav to the Cblnase variants of ‘the: nﬂw syndlcallsm

“Debray's book sacks to lay the basis for such radlcal revisions by spurnlnp Marx-
ist-Leninist theory in every one of its essential tenets: replacing proletarian hege-
mony and discipline by petty-bourgeois hegemony and anarchical relatiohs, replacing by

“individuals, proletarian parties by "focos ' of undisciplined petty- hourgeois insurrec-
tionists, historical materialism by naive mechanical materialism, scientific analysis
by sweeping presumptiousness. G s g : R

Like countless other renegade products which attack Marxism-Leninism, this book
has been received favourably by the bourgeoisie. In that it offers a;, way to.''make
revolution” from scratch, learning by the simple amwlrlcal process of trial and error
and rejecting the Marx1st Lenlnlst scientific. method of the universality of contradic-
‘tion and the unity of th=ory and practice, it serves thsn well. For if the "third
way' of Debray were to remaln,unchallenged and be applied in practice, it would result
in. the.most tragic setbacks and useless losses to the revolutionary cause in Latin
America, Indeed, the Bolivian adventure which cost Debray his liberty and Guevara his
1ife was merely the latest in a. long series of defeats and annihilations for uglch

-NOTE:. ! Because Debray's '‘theories’ have been nndoreﬂd by the Cuban leadnrqh1n and
because he uses the term "we' throughout his text, references to Debray and the Cu-
ban leadership are inteichangeable,, except where otherwise 5pec1f1ed ot
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the addicts of spontaneity who exist in the national liberation fronts of many Latin
American countriss are responsible. Tt s for thie veason that it is essential o
deal with Debray's ciaims in sSome detail. 7

On thﬂ first page we read

"One began. by 1unnL1fyﬂnq th° puerr1 la.suruﬂﬂle (ln Cuba--Ed.) with
insurrection because the archet;pe-—19‘7~-had taken this form, and be-
cause Lenin and later S+telin had develcped several theoretical formulss
(sic) basaed on it - form:las which have nothing to do with the present
situation and which are »periodically debated in vain, such as those
which refer to cc-liticns for the outbreak of an insurzection, meaning
an immediate assault on the central power." (ibid. p. 19).

No doubt we are, supposed. to be eternally grateful for Mr. Debray's clerifica-

‘tion of Lenin on the .V'formulas! for an, 1nsurrucb1on,.i;~.-"an immediate as;aulf o

by

the.central power." This statement-is, to set ths tonz for disclaiming Lanlnls“

- alluding.to Lenin as sorcone, who, from. 1908 te i8i/, -coatributed nothine to. »h‘ strug-

gle in Russia but the cry "insurrection’ without any of the detailed handlwork ‘which
Debray claims as his own Jizcovery.
e L . . ; : 7

Unfortunately,- of. course, . Hnuray bnw ﬂo* "rdﬁrstood Lerin, or ”1rvlsm 0N
this elementary point. The 'qvolved and rich experience of the tactics and strategy
of "making revol nt1ﬁﬂ‘=“Hé_ﬂ wxist-Leninist way ave’ & ¢lesed book' to Debray (as a
student ‘of bourgeois nhi Io;bphw still in his &arly *wenties this is-not surprising)
who assumés throughout thnt'such wild ard iqu=lifiad s ments can serve as the
starting point for hls even flidef flights df'irtovuL:uﬁ 1round Lhcm.-'

Lenin and Staiin vewaln d“Spltw the distcrtions of ﬁetty bour99010 innovators
such, as Debray who.wish not to see thot which deflaies the balleon of their preten-
thusngsg,-thg:mosy,notablﬂ of thoge few rrol°tar*"ﬂ Jenders who have successfully
led the working people through, to the seizure of state power and the, pstabllshment of
the dictatorship of the proletariat - as u;stlngt from that seizurg of pows pv the

; national hburg;a‘S'c da alliance with whe pracaiilsy., Aau_r.ﬂr the 1zad1n¢ “olﬂ of

the proletariat, which masquerades as ''the dlCtatOT”“lD of the proletariat’’ in soms
- cornexs. of. ths gicbe -~ and %o the building of cogialisn. Given this historicaliy
unique position, we cen assume that their definit iong .and experiences hold 1wportant
lessons for us. in ﬂstab115n1n” further “hoovﬂt1czl and practical basses of prolelzrian

dlctatorsth - without which there can bs ng cocialism - ia our rerectlva countries.

Tn every fundamental essential, Debray betrays not 01;y hzs divergenck {rou
these principles, but his total ignorance of ths=n. g

BGURGEOIS OUTLOO _ND SPONTANEITY e Hhe s '

"y
2}

Uﬁen hﬂ-dﬂaIs ‘in detail with the specific CCﬁd}thﬂ in the countries ©of ‘the
~Latin ‘American conu1neﬁt he refers to tha divisions existing between the revisien-
ists ‘and trotskyites in 'the liboratien Frorts ‘of “hese countries. These divisions,

“which’ have been resnohsible for many defects - ‘notebly the foilure of the: Cuband’

“'general strike in 1958 - Debray secks %o solve by going over to the purely militevry
front and brushine ideosiogical and political questions aside, in' total ignorance of
the fact that leadershin involves the clarification of 2 line in theory and the con-
solidaticon of the fcrces avound that thesry in action. Leznin subjected anti-Marxist-
Leninist theory and practice to & ruthless critique on every front, this struggle

-

bearing fruit in the unlisputed lceding role of the Bolsheviks at the crucial turn-

.ing points in the, tussipn rovolution.. Debray seske to cancel out the role of Cheory
.and to acvocate . spme. {lﬁi of 16091§“cd and subjectivised ”ac cion!! as the unfailing
panacea guaraintec.ng vic 0:; fie q“Jtes petty detail cfter LQtLy Let?ll ﬁfnﬁral—

al in omder to justify his "revoluti onirV"

ises them to the lsval of the unive:
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' theories ‘revising a whole arsenal of : ‘genutine revolutionary theory painstakingly
accumulated throughoiit a centrry or so of arduous struggle by valiant proletarian

fighters the world -over. ;

Not once does he justify" hls claims ayalnsﬁ “arx1st“Len1n15t theory - we are
s-presented merely with surface deta11q and Debray's own brand of arrogant ignorance
of the harsh fac»s of the strugqle against 1mper1allsm._ Thue in Justlflcat;pn of
the "Spontaneous 1nev1table progress of hlstory”- ' o ’ :
"The 'reverses suffer ad ‘by the Latin chrlcan revolutlonary move-
ment are truly minor if one measures them:in terms'of the short :
period of time which is the prologue to the great struggles of
tomorrow, if we take into account the fact that the few years which
have passed corraspond to that period of 'takeoff" ‘aid readjustment ' -
through which all revolutions must go in their early stages. In-
deed, what seems surprising is that guerrilla movements have been :
able to survive so many false starts and so many errore, some inev- =
itable and others not. According to F;dv‘; that is the astonlshmU -
thing, and ‘it proves théiextent to wiich the movement is. impelled
by history. In fdct) we must speak not so much of defeat as of 'a .
certain-explicable’ stagnatlen ‘and lack of’rapid development the g
consequences of, among other things; the ineévitable. blunders-and . -

errors at this stage f exploretlon of 1 revolutlonary conceptlons
;. -and methods which a-e newi'fbur“EhﬁhaSIS——“d ) in spite of t t591r
,jdeceptvve kinship wlth other. inte rnatlonel experiences, ,,;'

. .~ "Of all these falsg. starts,ithe Latin, Amerlcan 15 the nost

.innOCUO’JS.” (p' .'3) ! £ i 23t RS, : st I;; 1

v osios B b Ll
+i 1 This. "innocuous™ *ecerd has xnv01ved the annlhllatlon of “half a hundrnd ‘Tevo-
lutionary; organisations' cn the Latln Aﬂarlcan contlnent 31nce the. Fldellsta unsurge,

On-an' even more alarming.scale :on page 2 the cry, of the petty bourgeois intel-
lectual; who, steeps hlmselF Ain. book learnlnc but condespenus to the ''masses'! in their
.ignerance, - in such a. way Ju.S“ka "0, preserve the prestlre of hls learning wh1ch
can only stand un when: rnntréP‘ﬂd with ‘the "low 1ovel” oF the maeses Z anathema to
hlm\beznq the forces of the organlsed proletar1 1t with thelr developed tHnory

; ”One nay wel; con51d°r it a stroke of "oou luck that fidel had not
~read the mllltary wr1t1nq5 of Mac Tse- tung before dlsembarklno on the
coast of Oriente; he could thus invent, on the spot and out of his own
experience, . principles of a mllltcry doctrlﬁe in eonformlty with the :'
terrain. ...all the theore ~ical works on psople's war do as. much harm
as sood.. (This. includes, General Giap, Lenin! - Ed.) They have been
called the grammar books: of the war. : Dut a forelcn language is learned

faster in a country where it must be 5poken than at homre studyln a
elanqque manual A (p 20-21). i ; o,

vy oo And, when. deallnq w1tn the dangers of. ”1m1tat101 from past exnerlences
g {

"”All the ‘more reason tb remain ‘zware of the 'nV“r$10ﬁ of whlch we i
'are V1Ct1m$ vhen wr vead fﬁeore‘1rn? *o“kf.”' CREDID : P

: i : persy s
'So' we hdve here the claim that theoretical knowleﬂne is'a hlndrance and that
spontaneous "tr1a1 and error’ s’ the ‘only guide to revolutionary action. Likewise,
polltlcal struggles through programmes, front-, alliances - the essential and. inevi-
'table shifts and ueployPEﬁts of forces in the complex struggle to win the worklno
Epeople for revolution - are not necesqary THOSﬂ wno ela:m they are ‘

R

belleve that 1 _yolutlnnary awarenedq anﬁ orﬂanlsatlon must and
can in every case precede revolutionary action." (p. 82) '
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This is.carried to the lengths of notlng, we presume with favour, otherwise why
point 1t out, L p _

"A significant detail: during two years of warfafe, Fidel'did not
hold a. single political rally in his zone of operations . {p. 53)

: Thus we are dealing with a defence of spontanelty - a spontaneltv which Debray
“nmiakes a show of criticising in others - which takes as 1ts fundamental precept:

"... the armed struggle of the masses aoalnst 1mnnr1a115m is capahle
of creating by itself, in the loag rumn, a vanguard capable of leading
the peoples tco socialism.? . (p. 126) . : .

CLASS AMLYSIS T_H_E 'THIRD" WAY

e

In order to‘justify his anti-Marxist- Leninist theorles Debray has to claim a
"unlque” claSS 51tuat10n in Latin America: o

tha 1rony of history has willed, by virtue of. the qoc1a1 51tua-
tion of many Latin American countries, the assienment of precisely
this vanguard role to students and revelutionary intellectuals, who
have had.to unleash. or rather initiate, the highest forms of class
struggle M, (p a8 : ' B g

No doubt his studies at the Ecole did not include a syllabus ‘in Marxism-Leninism.
He is about to proceed upon the unfolding of his 'new" theories of revolution, appli-
cable only to Latin America: firstly, that the leading instigating role of the
intellectuals and students is unique. From this assumption he intends to demonstrate
that a new concept of the vanguard, a "foco’ (a small band of guerrillas with alle-
giance to one '1eader‘) follows logically, and from this that the normal political
‘channels' should'be ignored and give place to armed struggle as an end in itself.

‘However, ‘his claim for uniqueness of 51tuat10n in ‘Latin America is a red herring
raised in order ‘to conceal‘his anti- nroletarlan ‘thoroughly bourgeois thinking. For
'in Russia’the revolutionary studénts and intellectuals also initiated the strugile
‘against imperialism and capitdlism; it was they who' formulated the theory of the van-
guard party ‘and the strategy-of the world‘s first proletarian revolution. And it is
here that we come to the crux of the difference between those petty-bourgeois forces
which, when declassed and pushed into the ranks of the working class, overcome their
bourgeois thinking and thorotighly embracé the proletarian world view and its revolu-
tionary’ struogle and those who fail to identify themselves with the ‘2ims and aspi-
rations of the majority class and merely ‘ise their new class position to'air their
own minority ‘grievances ‘against capitalism, obgnctively striving to cllmb back to
their fofmetr class’ posit1on sowing ‘confusion: and prOpapat1ng theorles 1n the process
which dcét agalnst the tlde of revolutlonary strugglﬂ '

There ars, "of course. vast differences between :the alms of those. 1ntellectuals
who led the way in Russia and the aims of those in Latin America who advance Debray
to be théir spokesman. The intellectuals in Russia worked for the hegemony of the
proletariat in the socialist revolution and, as its necessary preliminary, in the
bourgsois- democratic revolution. Debray and those he represents are that section of
the petty-bourgeoisie which stand for the hegemony of bourgeois ideology and the
petty .bourgeois;forces, not for a socialist .revolution and not even for the final
victory and consolldatlon of the national democratic revolution - for in the epoch of
1mper;allsm this can only be led by the prolﬂtarlat in alliance with the poor and
middle peasantry if it is to be consolidated and is to prepare the ground for the
transition to the socialist revolution - but for the holdlng of the revolutionary
process at the staae of the national democratic revolution in order that the ground-
work for capltallsm may bﬂ sown and the path towards’ the re- 1ncorporat10n of the
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nation into the imperialist sphere once again.be laid. They se¢k to prevent: that na-
tional-democratic revolution “rom being turned into the stream which feeds the prole-
tarian revolution by crying “against ‘dictatorship', 'against bureaucracy'; thus serv-
ing the intercsts of the national bourgeoisie. And so, despite Debray's claims that,

his ”thlrd uay is th nzw form of worker- pvasant r*volutlonary aliiance:

”Wrat gives the ouerrllla movement the rlght to claim thls polltlcal responsi-
hility as its own+:and for itself alone? ':The answer is. that class alliance which
~it.alone can achieve, the alliance that:will take and administer power, the alliance
whose interests are those of socialism - :the’alliance between workers and peasants.
The guerrilla army is a confirmation in action of this alliance it is the personi-
fication of it. . . . It alone can guarantee that the peonle's power will not be
nﬂrvertﬂd aftnr v1cfory "o (p. 109). -

ri,
candes: e fESre

e |

‘ ‘... this progressive petty bourgeoisie must ... commit suicide as .a class in
order to be restored to life as revelutionary workers, totally identified with the
deepest aspirations of their people.’ (n. 111). .

we find that the real picture is very different. In order to make his thesis work-
able Debray has to provide the vanguard leadership without which this class alliancs
cannot be consolidatad. performs this conjuring trick by taking the current
‘"ieft" .revisionistr emphasis on. the countryside in opposition to the cities to its
most illogical conclusion to date: all who live in cities are bourgeois, all who
live in the mountains ars proletarian, and hegemony in the struggle: beloncs to the
petty bourgeois rural guerrillas who become the vanpuard ''proletariat' of Debray's
imagination. This is one of his more remarkable “additions ' to-Marxist-Leninist

"As we knowy the mountain proletarianises the bourgeois and peasant slements,
" and the gity can bourgeoisify the proletarians. ~The tactical conflicts that ‘are
'~ bound to arise; the differences in the.evaluation -and line, conceal a class con-
~« flict, 'in which the interests of the proletariat are not, ‘paradoxically enough: on
2% the side which one would: expect. It was possivle te resolve these .conflicts rapidly
in Cuba, and 'the advance towards soc1a115m was undertaken as' quickly as it was after
taking power because Fidel, from the'first day, denanded won, and defonded=qeﬁﬂmonv
for the yural ouerrlllas” (our emph351s < Ed.) (p- 75) R

He guotes: anprOV1ng1y Cuevara 5 muddled thesis in the same vezin:

"'These differences (i.e. bﬁtwc n the plain (the t0un} and the sierra (the
countryside) - Ed.) go deeper than tactlcal divergences. The Retel Army is already
1deoloq1ca11y nroletarlan and thinks like a dispossessed c1ﬂ. ' the c1ty Temains
;netty hourgeois, contains future traitors .among its leaders, and is very influenced
by the m111eu 1n which it develops.'" (Guevara quoted by ) brdy on p. 90 .

In thls strang fsystﬁn of Harx1sm the c1ty wherein labour and toil the wap» slaves
of canltallsm has thus been convnnlently dlsposed of to nake way for lsadérship by
that mgre revoiutlouar) class . cthe petuy bourueoLala"

In further imaginative vein, the “back to nature" asolratlons of the dilettante
petty-bourgeois fleeing {rom *hﬂ terrors of the era of machlnofacture and nroleta*13n
organisat1on are nuloclsec ' : .

“Such are’the-mental'reactions of a bourgeois, and any man, even a comrade, who
~spends his ‘life-in.a:city -is unwittingly bourgeois in comparison with a guerrillero
", Not to have any means of subsistence sexcept 'what :you:yourself: can produce, with

3 i Cony
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your own hands (?-We read elsewhere in his treatise that equlpment and, supplles were

cpilfered in raids on v111a0ﬂs-— id.) starting from nature in the raw. ... The city

+ dweller lives as-a consumer. "As long as he has some cash in his pocket, 1; suffices
- for his dally ncnds s (H 6R) . : et oo yd 2o : i wees

"Nothlnq like oettlng out to reallse to what ﬂxtent these lukewarnm 1ncubator5
- (the cities - Ed.) make one infantile and bourgeois. In the first stages of life

e the.mountalns in the seclusion of the so-called virgin forest life is simply a

_daily battle in-its smallest detail: especially.is it a battle within the guerri-
llero himself to overcome his old habits. to jemase the marks left on his body by
the ;ncubator - his weakness." (p. 69). : : e i o

Really, Mr. Debray - speak for your;u*;l Mo doubt it is a delightful element of
"free choice' for the coddled petty bourgeois to remove himself temporarily to the
mors ascetic hardship of the mountains: but even capitalist economists have had to
acknowledge that the daily lot of the proletarian is one which requires him to sell
his birthright, -his freedom, his expectancy of life precisely in order to obtain
‘that little "cash in his pocket' without which he uould be too dead to have any
“"daily neesds"!

Also, 1n maglcal vein, we-are told that

Under these condltlons (querrllla -gxperience: - Ed ) class eg01sm does not lono
.“éndure. ‘Petty bourceols psychology melts like snow under .a summer sun ..." (p:110).

'onuld that thls wers so!

-From a: rPferbnce he maP es to Castro on the subject of th° 1nhﬂrent qualxtles of ‘the
people’ we can draw only the conclusion that the term refers to the peasantry alons
(p. 112). And of course this is as it must be, for despite the loud claims, these

theories bear absolutely no relation to the prqletarlat whatseoever. The fia leaf
cover ‘required to mormalise this petty bourgeois leadership and masquerade it under
the false cloak of a "'worker-peasant alliance" leading to socialism was the verbal
trick of claiming that a handful -of petty bourgeois guerrillas, through: their. rela-
. tionship to- their 'means of production” in the rural enviromment - the ‘dlspossessnd
class":- were the proletariat leading the peasantry. This makes the formula com-
plete. But no amount of verbal juggling can make.of thﬂse theories any other, than
what they really ars: the laying of the foundations of theg dictatorship of the
national bourgeoisie in Latin America with all the jargon that goes with it; fhe
abstract and classless theory of "armed revolution.” the purely military foco,’
the primacy of spontaneity and the overall aim of ‘the happiness of the people
divorced from any concrete class analysis. ) _

'A typlcal petty bourgeois phenomenon is the spurning of closs analysis and political
theory. The hour980151e has its class theory) just as the nroletariat -has. But the
petty’ bOUTQ“DlSl“ has no 1ndependent ideology becduse it is a trancitional ‘¢lass, =
virtual hybrid ideologically - part bourgeois and part proletarian in its advocacy
of ideology accordlnp to the fortunes of which major class appears likely to bene-
_'{1t it most. That is the reason for the sweeping idealist phrases which aré utterl:
‘classless. It therefore vacillates opportunistically, avo1d1ng the statement of =2
political position because it does not know at any one st age in’ the movemant of class
_ strugnle whlch ‘side it will need to be on: :

Thus the clalms of the Debrayists are not new. Always anu °v9rywhere phey havo
been part of the arsenal of the petty-bourgoisie in attempting to further their
social and class aims. - and they are theories which are inimical to the hopes and
aspirations of the only truly revolutionary:class, the. proletarlat thﬂorles which
at root and beneath the liberation cover are nothlnv but a vicious attagk on the
proletariat and its clnss mission.
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"THE POLE op THE INDIVIDUAL

If the character of the théoV1 es we “have cutlined ars correct, 1t will follow that
in place of proletarian d1SC1p11ne and domocrat1c centrallsm patty bourgeois 1nd1—
v1dha11ty w1ll be enthroned And thlS 1s so We rﬂad

Forpres jThe c1ty. Fidel says, 'is a- cemetery of reVolutlonarlﬂs ‘and resourcns’ o B
leader canrot go down to the.city to attend a political meeting:’'' he has the noliti-
cos come up to discuss and make decisions in a safe place up above: otherwise he
sends an emissary. Which presupposes, in the first place, recognition of his role
-as responsible leader, the willingness to give him the resources with which to excer-
~g¢ise his leadership - if not, he takes them himself. It implies, above all, ‘the
adopticn of an open and explicit strategy...  (p. 67). : =

‘“This reoonstltutlon (of the party - Ed ) rﬁourres the temnorary susnansion of
‘internal party democraoy and thﬂ temporary abolition of the nrinciples of democratic
cantrallsm which guarantee it." (p. 101). i g

'_Furthermore, the conventional party only brings with it tho plethora of commissions,
'5°cretar13ts .congresses, plenary sessions, meetines ... etc,' These are the cause
;of "the vice of excessive dollberdtlon“ which ‘"hampers executive, centyalised and
'vartlcal methods combined with the large measure of tactical 1ndependﬂnce of sub-
ord1nate groups whlch is oemanded 1n the conduct of military operations.” (p. 101).

;In other words, drscrpllne and orsanisation, which aré thé& main manlfﬁstatioﬁs of

" .-prolétarian organisation, hamper the freedoms of the petty bourgeois leaders, who

wish td answer to no strata or section of the pépulation' - and indeed, by tho1r very
hybrid class position, do not directly represent any. To these military adventurists,
the primacy of political struggle which is supplemented by military struggle, is the
source of all evils. It brings with it the necessity for 61301p11nﬂd leadership,
political discussion of strategy, the difficult work of actually involving the work-
ing people in struggle. All these tasks are anathema to the Debraylsts and thelr
-_foolhardy bands-of “trial and error" T“VOIUt]OHarleS '

But ‘we have only proc eded a little way in our analvsls We have now to deal with
" the rﬂal reason why Dobray has thought it necessary to throw all previous histori-

cal’ exoerlence overboard to decry and reject any 1essons from the revolutions of
China, Russia and Vletnam the theories of Marx, Engels. Lenin and Stalin; to throw
_tne lﬂadlna role of the prolotarlan party overboard It is because

" "In Cuba, mllltary (operatlonal) and pOIlthal 1°adersh1p have been comblned in
one man l'*‘1(1&:1 Castro." (p. 96) .

It is because of

=9 the Hing: 9 action of which Fldnl Castro, the leader of the Cuban Revolution,
is Lhe 1ncarnat1on o Tl L e W B R

Throughout the tett 1s'nenonrﬁd with glowing references to “Fidél says” rather like
the childrens' nursery rhym&. Thus, speaking agaln of 'the leadﬂr” and h1s quall-
ties: . B =

"In.brief, no detzil is too small for a politico-military*chief: everything

. ¥ests, on detalls - ona 51ngle detail - and he himself must supervise them all."
oo 89) _ . P Lo w0 pae oy

What .a- staqaerlng piece of nonsense! In contradistinction to even the blanquists,
who claimed that a small elite could liberate the!people, we have the ridiculous
adolescent hero-worship that one man - one “'maximum leader ' the "incarnation -
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is our hope for socialism. Mr. Debray claims with pride that this leader. combining
all qualities, "is the startling innovation that has been introduced” into the theory
of Marxism-Leninism.  'Ye must indead confess. ourselves startled at such a turn of
events. when the. personal feellngs of a twenty-year..old whose transference to maturity
had been stunted inside the portals of a bourceois temple of philosophy are put for-
ward as the basis for a world view involving thz fate of millions:

But it would appear that in the sierras under the sway of "Fidelism.” in place of

. the proletarian party and’ its healthy collective d1501p11ne that body representing
- the best qualities of a class, such inverted and ingrown petty bourgeois acts of
hero worship ‘are a commonplacw for Guevara ‘himself, on the basis of his experience
with Fidel, stated that '“the aim is for all qualltles to bnlunlted if possible

in one person.' ' This 'maximum leader, as the world knows, has not been slow to
bask in the limelight of glory and rise to the heights of dnmagogy which this mysti-
cal cult has presented to hinm.

. Thus we are dea11ng with an idealisation of the petty bourqe0151 , an idealisation
which can only finish up in extremely deep water. And it does, for such baseless
hero-worship and unquestioned allegiance to one 'leader" is the very essence of
bourgeois class thinking when confronted with the:problem of misleading and sub-
jugating vast social forces for its own ends. It represents 4 crisis in the’leader-
_shlp of. g historically obsolescent class when the normal, logicdal, although unequal,

'f_sysLem of. na;ntalnlnq .its power is threatened .from below. This'initial demagogy of

the "maximum leader'' often appears too ridiculous to take seriously: but beneath
it lies the sabre of a force which is respensible to no constition, to no labour
laws, no chacks by the working people no pcwer oTher than to 1tsﬂlf All too
often it has finally resulted in bloodbaths not only involving the working class
but any other strata whiich have got in thé way of a totally destructive and anarchic
+ force. ' The seeds of such thmorles are prescnt 1n the thlnklng of the . Debrayist
f;petty bOUT?EOlalE _ _ . o w T o - -

™ it has been proved that for the tralnlpg of revolutlonary cadres the peo-
“ple's war is 'more decisive than p011tlcal activity without. ouérrllla experlence
Leaders of visior in Latin America today are ycung, lacking in long political

. experlﬂnce prior to jeining up with the guerrillas. It is rldiculoné to continue

"["to 0ppose' p011t1ﬂa1 cadres’™ to 'military cadres,' 'political leadership' to 'mili-

tary leadership.' Pure 'politicians’ - who want to remain pure - cannot lead the
~armed struggle of nhn people; pure. 'military men' can do so, and by the experience
acqu1red in lpadlnp a guerrilla group - they become ’‘politicians' as well. The
experiences of Cuba, and_ more recc ently, of Venezuela, Guatemala, and other coun-
~tries demonstrate that peoplv_¢_evenupetty b0urgeo1s.nr peasants -. aré more quickly
and more completely moulded by the experience of guerrilla warfare than by an equal
amount of time spent in a training school for cadres - a consequence, as far as

men are concerned, of the essentially and totally political characteriof guerrilla
warfare.” (p. 88-89).

- "In Latin America, whereéver armed struogle is the order of the dav there is a
close tie between lelO?Y and ideology. However absurd or shocking this relation-
ship may seem, it is none the less a decisive one. An elderly man, .accustomed ;to
©toeity living, (do all workers retire at ‘the age of 407 - Ed.) moulded by othar cir-

r‘cumstances and goals, will not easily adjust himself to the mountain nor - though
this is less so - to underground activity in the cities. In addition to the moral
factor -conviction- physical fitness is the most basic of all skills needed for
waglng gusrrilla war, the two factors go hand in hand. A perfect tlarxist education
is ‘not, at the outset, an imperative condition. That an elderly man should he
proven militant - and possess a revolutionary trainins - is not, alas, sufficient
for coping with guerrilla existence, especially in the early stages. Physical ap-
titude is the prerequisite for ‘all other aptltudns (??): @ minor point of limited
theoretical appeal, but the’ armed strugqle appearf'uo have’ ratlonale of whlch
theory knows nothing (p.101)."
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Thus it is:brawn, not the creative brain, political ignorance, not understand-
ing, youth and .fitness, no' expsrisnce which constitutes Debray's "master‘race" of
evolution. Such is the demagogy which wears the mask of '"Marxism”. It is this mon-
strous deformation which results from the failure to build a vancuard party based
firmly on the alliance between the working class and peasantry in the conditions of
a national democratic strueggle. For with this party denigrated, with the rroletarian
role usurpad and the peasantry dragged in as fodder to back up and streng“.en the
inherently vacillating national bourgeoisie, the net result can only be, o.cs for-
eign imperislist domination is overthrown, the imposition of the dictatorship of this
national bourcsoisie fully con: “irmed in its class role--a national bourgeoisie forced
to adopt the fascist- tyWﬂ "maximurt leader' »rinciple in order to maintain its hold
over the vast masses of the people and obtain its surplus value from an underdevel-
oped economic system by screwing up the rate of exploitation--free from the bushear
‘of any organised opposition and defence by the working people of their own interests.
This is precisely the same demagogy which we sese today stretchine from China to Indo-
'nesia and Cuba: wjith the party of the proletariat destroynd the national bourgeoi-
‘sie walks into its:repressivs 1~01ﬁ. and the broletariat is denigrated viciously as
"a bourgeois force" in order to cover up the rsal bourgeois nature of these leaders--
an exact parrallel with the Chinese national bourgeoisie and its assumed 'laftism’':
the ”cultural rﬂvolutlon” wﬁlcq aims to destroy the nroletarian vanguard party.

14 °)

THE "FOCO" AS SUBSTITUTE FOK “THE PROLETARIAN PARTY -

* We have already had a pretty rounded 1ntroduct10n to the theories of Debray.
It comes as no surprise, therefore, that the Marxist-Leninist theory of the vanguard
party of the proletariat must give place to yet another unique contribution to
f”Werlsm Leninism''; that'is, the theory of the immaculate conception, or the spon-
tan°0u€ begetting, of the’ vanguard nucleus. Thus: - !

re "The vanguard party can exist in the form of the guerrilla foco itself.
“The guerrilla force is the party in embryo. This is the staggering novelty
introduced by ths Cuvban Revolution." (p. 105).

"The people’s army will be the nucleus of the party, not vice versa.
The guerrilla force is the political vanguard in nuce, and from its de-
velopment a real party can arise... That is why, at the present juncture,
the principal stress must be laid on the developmﬂnt of guerrilla warfare
and not-on the strengthening of existing parties or the creation of new

parties." (p. 115)

"Eventually the future People's Army will beget the party of which it
is to beé, theoretically the instrument: essentially the party is the army."
{p+ 185 . '

Just as a vanguard party is not necessary in the struggle, one can also dis-
pense with political education of the mass of the working peonle:

"(the system of political commissars) ... does not appear to corre-
sﬁond to Latin Amerluan reality. ... The people's army is its own nolit-
ical authority.” Thé guerriliercs play both roles, “indivisibly. 1Its
; commandﬂrs are nolltlcal instructors for the flvhtﬂrs its political in-
s*ructors arﬂ'lts Lommandars.“ (p. 114). . '

- For in nlace pf the srlpntlflc truths of Marx1¢m -Leninism, we are offered a
set of maxims mouthed parrot -1ike by a schooI of revolutlonarles” whosé proudest
claim is their rejection of the historical experienceé of the revolutionary peoples
in strucgle, dnd ‘their! nh111°t1na ablllty to "invent!’, .on the spot, the.great truths
whth are r.erelnafte1~ $ralid’ for all time. A o

"In manv countries of America ths guerriilhhfbrce has frequently been
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talled the 'armed fist' of a liberation front, in order to indicate its
‘'dependence on- a patrlotlc front or on a party. This expression, copied
© from ‘models: elaborated elsewhﬂre--pr1n01pally in Asia--is, at bottom,
contrary to the maxim of -Camilo Clenfuegos 'The rebel army is the
peopln in uniform'.” . (p. 65). s ;

What dup11c1ty " A handful of petty bourpeOLS adventurers who are a law unto
tbemselves2 constltutlna a '"foco" which preserves its independence from the people

. because the mass of 'the people "contain many potent1a1 betrayers of the revolution,”

/are.put, up. as the' true ‘representatives of the workers' and peasants’ best ‘interests,
:as- the substltute for a party of the working mass=2s., Such are the lengths to which
these arrogant petty uourgeOIS will go in their task of attacklna the fundamental

and only, guide to action' of the masses, in whatsoever corner of the plobe the:scien-
tific principles of Marxism-Leninism. : : &t

- -And; of ‘course Dﬁbray in addltlon to his dgnorance of Marx1sm-L°n1n15ﬂ is
“'complete]y at .sea onithe facts of the’ Cuban revolution and its outcome, . as we shall
~see in more’detail later. Suffice it hereto say that he is under the totally erro-
‘heous impression:that the ‘'theories" he_clalms to have’ unearthed were actually borne
out in practice: . ' R ¥ o

"Arcund this nucleus, and only because it already had its own political-
military leadership, other.political forces have been able to assemble and
unite, forming what is today the Communist Party' of Cuba, of which both the

'”baSe and the head continue to be made up of comrades from the puerrllla army.
 The Latin Amﬂrlﬂan revolutlon and its vanguard, the Cuban Revolution, have
lthus made a deC+ulh8 antrlbuthH to 1nternational revolutlonary experience
“and. to Marxi ”vﬂlnﬁfﬂ fp. 105)1 -

~ Obviously no one has told him that 50 W“ak so und1c1n11ned and so:politically
inept was:this: guerrilla force when faced with the directly political tasks of man-
aging’a "'state of the working people’ that’ their first action was to call in the aid
of the revisionist Popular Socialist Party, a pdrty which: had nlayed a completely
traitorous role in the struggle against Batista to help them man the heights of
political power Debrdy devotes a good percentage of his book to attacks on these
revlslonlsts——attacks which are.justified in his attempt to make of the sell-out
wblch ‘must be coplyd throughout the Latin American continent.

- When the Cuban lﬂadershlp prantnd Mr. ‘Debray full- facllltxes to qtudy the Cubﬁn
revolution and its Hlstory——that is, employed him to embroider a myth and bury th
facts--they chose wisely. They chose a representative of that prlvlleged SPCIIOH

~of the petty bour030151e which' devotes all its time and energies to the renegade task
of attempting to destroy the only theory:and the only practlce which can libsrate

all the oppressed sncial clacses by a revolution which will end for ever the unequal
' privilege whereby those who create wealth and culture are robbed by those who make

of it a reactionary metanhy51ca1 mysthun -

PEGPLE'S WAR WIT}‘OUm TUE DLOPLE

; We beq1n "4s usual. withia clalm of, unlquenﬂss for the Latln American situation.
The d15c0v9ry of ‘this 'new" path has led to many errors, but these are inevitable
"at this stage of exploration of revolut1onary conceptions and methods which are
‘néw, in spite of their deceptive kinship with other international expériences." (p. 23),
The aimvof the armed foco is to build up, "through guerrilla warfare carried out in
“suitably chosen rural zones a mobile strateglc force, nuclaus of .a peonle's army
and’ a flture socialist state." (p. 25) :

Of course, this armed spontanelty d1V°rGeS radlcaily from all other ‘success-
ful experiences to date--and naturally, has met with innumerable failures.” There
fore, we have tc have a %carpﬂnﬂt‘-ﬂrl this seanegoat is.the dangerous "imported
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political conceptions'' of Vietnam and elsewhere, with such out-of-context claims as
"the subjection of the guerrilla force to the party' (p. 25), contentions which are
not app11cab1e to the "historical and 50c1a1 conditions pecullar to Lat1n America,"

(p 56) ..,' - g,'_.
He notes that:

1n Vletnam the Communist Party was the organisational nuclsus from
wblch and around which the people's army developed.™ (p.47). '

But,

)L”lefer ncns bttween Vietnam and Latin America lead to the folloulng
contrast: ~Whtreas in Vietnam the military py“amzd of the liberation fbrces
is built from the base up, in Latin America on the other hand, it tends to
_be built from the apex down--the permanent forces first (the foco) then
“the seml rﬁgular for¢es in the vicinity of the foco', and lastly or after
v1rt0ry (Cuba) tne milltla b (pe 850, ;

Of course, such a radlcal turning on its head is not clarified in any way. It
is 51mp1y taPnn for granted : ;

t10na1 Ilberation strnglns of our time, is that the guerrllla forces should aim to
be so 1nteara11v a part of the peOple that they remain unnoticed "like a fish in
watar."

“The occupation and control of rural areas by reaction or directly
by imperialism, their vigilance today greatly increased, should rid a
given group of armed nropagandists of all hope of remaining unnoticed
*1ike a fish in water*". (p. 51).

And another unique’ pojnt

: ”Let us not forget +hat the class enemy carries out selective
assassination on a jargé,scale in Latin America--kill the leaders
and Jdeave the rest alive.' (p. 66)

Really, Mr. Debray. On~ ubuId think From 'such a statement that imperialist
onpre§51on 1t5e1f is completely unioue to Latln America.

Yes, thls elltlst mllltarlstutheory is nonsense. It has been put forward in
order to cover up the essential heresy which liss beneath the claims to a "‘people’s
army'’; by inventing a ''uniqueness' which prevents the application of the theory of
people’'s war, as it is understood by all genuine representatives of the working
people, it is Joped to cover up: the fact that this war is the work.of a handful of
insurgents who bear no rﬂlatlonshlp whatsoever to the real aspirations and politi-
cal reguirements- of the forces in struggle against imperialism.

Tn a vulgarlsat*on of the role of guerrilla struggle we read:

. "It must have the support ©of the masses or disappear; before enlisting
them directly, it must convinee them that there are valid reasons for its
existence so that the 'rebellion' will truly be--by the manner of its re-
cruitment and the origins of its fichters--a 'war of the people''’. (p. 46).

ang, 0 L
i .the only conceivable line: for a guerrilla group to adopt is the
'mass line™: it can live only wlth their support. in daily contact with

them." (p. IIOJ . D

Rut hehlnd this "mass line" lies the real reason why Debray has found it nec-
essary to reject the experience of peOple s war in Vietnam, Laos, etc. It is a
reason which COWh‘GtﬂTv »amavos the tlasgs"basis and pins hls theory down as a justi-
flcatzon of the 1nd1v1duallsm, 1nstab111ty and shallowness of the petty bourgeoisie.
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For ‘he rejects the concept’ of a fixed base of support, i.e. a mass basa amongst! the
peoPIe for 1nd1v1dua115t1c nomadlsm w1thout any SOClal base :

‘=g Wt the guerrrila base is, accordlno to an axpre351on of Fldel the terrltory
wlthzn which the guerrilla happens to be moving: it goes where he goes. In the ini-
tlal stago kho ase of support is in the quersllla flgntor s knapsack " (p. 64).

”Durlng the fzrst stage (of the querrllla war-Ed.), clearly the hardest to sur-
mount and-the most exposed to all sorts of accidents, the initial group experiences
at the outset a pﬂrlod of absolute nomadism." (p.31).

veid :

A flne ”people s war," oneiof the main aims of its elitist llberatlng mission being
to achieve-independence: from the people (as opposed to the Marxist-Leninist thesis of
the necessity to bu11d the rﬂvolutlonary 1ndependence of the worklng people from their
exploiters). » :

.. ""The revolutionary guerrilla force is clapdestlne It is born and develops
secretly The fighters themselves use pseudonyms. At the beg1nn1ng they keep out
of sight, and when they allow themselves to be seen it is at a time and nlace chosen
by their chisf (sic). The guerrilla force ds independent of the civilian population

© in action ‘as well as in military ‘Organisation, consequently it need not assume the
direct ‘defence of the peasant population.’ (p. 41). ' : -

With a further display of arrogant el;tlsm apd incredible lack of faith in the forces
they claim to represent, we eady

”Cons%ant viéilance,'constant mistrust, constant moblllty - the three golden
rules. All three are concerned with security. Various considerations of common
sense necessitate wariness towards the civilian population and the maintenance of
a certain aloofness.. . By th91r very situation (?) civilians are exposed to repres-
sion and the constant presence and pressure of the enemy, who will attempt to buy

them, corrupt them, or to extort from them by. violence what cannot be bought..
W2 hid our intentions from the peasants', Che relates, 'and if one of them oassed
' near the scene of an ambush, we held him unt11 the ooerat1on was completed. ' his

vigilance does not necessarlly imply mistrust: a peasant may ‘easily commit an in- °
discretion and. even mors easily. be_sub;ectﬁdhto torture." (p. 43).

' Thus the clalm ‘that thosn tleorles are a more ng _y d“V“lOp?d form of "people S
war'! begins to look sllghtly ludicrous - when the puerrllla foco is fl“htlnﬂ not only
:the 1mper1a115t enemy but completely isolated from and antagonlstlc to the mass of the
working people and peasants, the .only possible base in a people's war, aga1nst 1mper1
alism. In this scheme of thlngs ‘the working people and peasantry serve mersly as
fodder for the adventurlst personally gratifying, military gambles of the unstable,
dissatisfied petty bourg30151e lie 'begin to see why the solidarity of the Vietnamese
people .in their genuine people's war is anathema to the Debrayists, and why they con-
stantly warn, of the dangers of. 'imitating the Vietnamese experience.”

So Debray has dlsposed of the class hase of a genuine revolutionary movement, of
its wholshearted dedication to and ldentlflcatlon with the exploited an& oppressed
classes; he has dlSﬂOS“G completely of the alliance of the two major oppressed classes,
prol=tarlat and peasantry, which, when welded together into an invincible alliance,
constitute the only force which can resolutely oppose and defeat imperialism by clas-
sing the.proletarian f@rC“S of the cities as "bourgeois''; he has cancelled out the
role of political struggle ly scorning the tasks of building a revolutionary movement
around a programme, forvlng alliances, educating the people for struggle, organising.
agitating, propagating in'the course of building this powerful force 6f: the working
masses, and revealed his thoroughly bourgeois’ content by dignoring the wital and in-

- -dispensable role o the general staff of a revolution, its vanguard- party: rand-at
‘the tail end of this rejection of all that ‘Constitutes a genuine revolutionary force,
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his nuarrll*c fdc03-rﬁ;9mhle nothing more than bandit groups, cut off from the op~
prﬁssed peopie to such an extsnt that at certain stages of their recklass ill-conceived
advintures they are forced to broak the c;“djnal principle of genuine pﬂopla s war -
never to steal the 3.0,,*L/ pf tus workers aid pvu”upp._;'o, advocating raids on.
V111agfs for supplies: pipess koA o oa B . _ e

..1t A8 1ess'r15ky and safer for a guerrilla group to make ralds on nelph-
borouvhls,h villases from its own base ... in order 'to ohta ain ;oodstuffs and fi=id

tlllpnru_.,‘f_ (p_ 7465 T

‘It is now, Guite cTear wny*so many Fldellsta focos hava floundered and been wiped
6dt. For by ﬂluvatzn* gue"f1‘l, struggle (or-their completely nmilitarist inversion of
it) to an end in its f, a5, 6pPos sed to a stage in the strupﬁle wblch it really is. and
by advocating that . PFﬁufu; ct "dedicated determined men,’ maintaining their ulﬂﬂi"
‘ness from thu vast mass of the working people, ignoring'”palltlcal questions" wish the
- 'same blindness as ;adiasvul rystics, can overthrow the considerable might of imperizl-
ism, they cut the very ground from under their feet and iead those who follow then to
almost certain defeat, and. massacre. ik 8

Dﬁbray claims thot the great niscouzeptions wihich exist concerning the Cuban revolu-
tion are the reascns for go many failu¥es in recent years on the Latin Aﬂnrican,conti-

neat, and his’ book purperis to be theswehicle which distils the true essence of  that
revolutlon and lays down its theory Eor the edification of all like-minded 1nourgents
It has bcen pointed .out that the gssence he has distilled, besides its dangerous, im-

bllcatAcne boﬂ": vy little r“”":“llnce to the actual-course of the Cuban revelution
9nd the lesgons wiich ave %o be learned from it. We mist therefors now look at that

pxperlﬂ?ce and distil frem i oar onit essonce - thﬁ- which hes bozn processed accord-
ing to_thersqieutiﬁic principles ‘of [*txtsm—L,“Lhm i :

"LEEFT' A'M} RIGHT IN LATIN AMERICA.

.u“.t is: *he 3vndaﬂeﬂt:'éﬂq; sise which is “ﬂswansibl; for, such antluﬂarx15t anlnlqt
rubbish as:the Debray’ theories béirﬂ.purvﬁyei with se*lousnesg in Latin America? It
lies, surely, in the classic divisioa hetweon risht and “left . which has, - wé now
borzow . Lobray's phruse - revealed itse.i in a .Lry oLVicus £orn aue to cert11n
more heightened conditicns in Latin America. :

; Del bizy tokes ae hic'point of departure the vlgnL revisionist bﬂtrﬂyal oVEr nany

cades: in Latin Amerlcq and secks to counterpose his leftist theoriss as the way
rvard., But whereas thﬁ right deviation seeks to tie the class forces of the prele-
turiat and its allies to bourgcois ideslogy .and practice in-such.a way as te transfory

‘the party into an instrument of foreign imperialism, the comprador bourgeoisie and the
{zudal réactionary clas Ses,_ité leftist countc*p"“*y,*“c "left” revigionist davintion
~1so reflects the influencc of bourgeois ideology and nractice within the class’ f“r"’"
¢l the preletariat, but in this case adapted to tii» class reeds of the national bour-

. meoisie. This class has an obje tive interest, at lecast for a time, in the vietor:
of the national demceratic revolution, but wlshrs to- achieve that victory under its
cless leacarshin and not under that of the proletgriat and 4its allies. It thérefore
rizeds to.make.use of revelutionary nhrnseolooy, the best form of which iz providzd
oy the petty bcur7901c leftist distortiors of Marxisn of whieh Debray's-teachings
arﬂ typical.: eet S

“hese drwxatloné sre abla to ta

de
~

0

2 an extrems zud clear fa“ﬂ within the FOHtP1dlc-
vy {ramework of politieal insticnutions in Latin America. The apparently organic
ané establishead charﬂrtc” o" the state {rameworks in most Latin American countries -
a result »f the Paxly TR JnJ‘“J!dmnc' wen against Spanisi: colonial rule which re-
sulted in:an .ex ot sen*-uolbnlhl forms of_domlnat;on-ny U.S. imperi-
alism ~yhas ss 4uced £ the Tevisionist parties:.in those countries into
believing that the ’cz:_il peaceful transition'’ could ba erplied there without
the disguise of leftist phrascology end lip service tc gnerrilla and other violent

forms of strugcle. /A5 o consequence, Light revisionist policies in Latin America




have met wlth the most abgect failure of any in the world, driving th05° partles in
a number of instances - the best known be ing that of Batlsta s Cuba - to degenerate
inito direct tools of foreign imperialism and indigenous comprador reaction.

This history of open right-revisionist betrayal and errors - a situation and a .
“history which is the main factor determining the current swing to the "left in a
~diametrically opposed directipn - represents the counterposing of 'peaceful legal ad-
vance without violence’ and the militarist spontanelty of "military’ struggle without
politics" as a classic manifestation of the spontaneous division between "left’' and
right. We say spontaneous, because these extremes occur in the vacuum left when gen-
uine scientific analysis and the revolutionary leadership which results from it are
lacklng A right deviation delivers the workino people and peasantry helpless to
the massacre of imperialist guns and without any means of defence, whilst leftism
provokes isolated violence and brings down the full force of imperialist violence on
an inadequately steeled and prepared nucleus divorced from the mass of the people ;
but involving these forces in the blnodshed which accopanies their defeat. These
conplementary deviations have wreaked havoc within the natlonal 11berat10n fronts of
the Latin American continent and make more nssentlal the return to a class analy51s
as the basis for a scientific theory of revolution.

Certaln countries of the Latin American continsnt have benn v1ewed by right revi-
51on15n as posse951nv sufficient formal trappings of democracy to justify a full pro-
gramme based on electoral advance to socialism by peaceful means, such as Uruguay
Chile. Argentlna, Costa Rica and Brazil. The remaining long- standlng open dictator-
"hlpS have necessitated right revisionist programmes of s mors militant type, albeit
slncularly 1ack1nv in any guide to action to .Overthrow thes repressive reglmes but
relylng -on the hope that ‘"democratic rights" would be established under fpstruinwd
"mass pressure.’” It is therefore to the statements of the Communist Parties of the
former category that we should turn for the clearest expression of '‘parliamentarism”
on the Latin American continent.

A reference to the Costa Rican Communist Party's ’'competition'' some years ago makes
the right revisionist position very clear. Here instead of the vanguard party thriv-
ing 'in a situation of heighﬁenedwclaSS'struggle; we are presented with the novelty of
a Mvanguard party which finds itself ‘losing ground; when objective class struggle is
seen as a nuisance factor which has interfered with the prime task of the ingrown
little organism’s race ©o achieve 2 per capita paper representation in some imaginary
democratic institution'' - whilst all comprehﬂn51on of the realities of class strugwla
remains blissiuily cutscide its scope.

It does not require a very detailed knowlﬂa"e of the situation in Costa Rica to
understand that the wdy to salvetion of the Costa Rican working people does not:lie
through such 'struggle” as is advoca ted by the '”Pst Rican People's Vanguard':

t "A competition in the sphere of organisatioh, education, propaganda and finan-
ces has been conducted by the Party in five of the seven provinces of Costa Rica.
.+. Judging by the results it looked as if the target advanced by the Ninth Con-
gress (doubling the membership) would be realised without much difficulty. How- .
‘ever, unforeseen circumstances arose which hampered the work of buildine the Party.
" The first was ¢he Caribbean”Crisis ie2s¢ Jeuober and ithe wave of repressions that
came in its wake. Our newspaper was banned and the activity of the Party was
réstricted in one way or another.... I
. Owing to the repr0551ons in the Pac1flco SLr P
increase. 1

Fowever, desplte these nepat1ve factors and the intensified repressions in
“¢onnection with the talks between the presidents of the Cesntral ‘American countries
" and President Kennedy in March 1963, the competition conducted by the five pro-
" vinces was, on the whole, satlsfactory

It is clear to us that when 1ntwrnat10nal tension increases and the war dangex

grows, repressions are intensified and democratic libertiss curtailed, and the
‘srowth of the Party 'slows down. Hence we are waging a constant struggle for
peace, against the restriction of ‘democratic frecodoms. 3

.

.ty ‘me=nbership has shown no



This, 'of course, does not lead us to the opportunistic conclusion that
we can fﬁght and win only in conditjons of lesality and extensive utilisa-
tion of democratic vights. However, the fact remains that im the present”
condltlﬂﬂs the most favourable cllmate for Party ‘growth is 1nternat10nal db—f
tente, since this makes it easier to defend thc ‘democratic’ varnJ ‘of the work«
ing people." (Oscar Vargas: 'World Marxist Review": October 1963 p 61 2)

The trite rejection of opportunism offered by Vargas does not invalidate the charg
which any honest militant must-maka against such a grossly renecade stratsgy as is
offered by the Costa Rican “vanguard". .For.of course such a .logic is clear. . Impesri-
alism, class struggle, brings the threat of repression, which hampers the work of
building an electoral party in conditions of class peace.. Therefore a status quc of
peace between labour -and capital is vital if this work of cqnservatjon-—the buf:er
preventing class confrontaticn--can go on.

The theme was, repeated in Chile, .the same reformist dr=ams of "The British Road
to Socielism . being applied to a situation where striking workers were murdered, where
any substantiation of the claim to a "democratic fecads" had been ripped away a decade
ago by the brutal dictatorship of Gonzalez Videla which outlawed the Communist Party
and sub]nct ed it to persscutions all ‘too familiar under ths heel of open reaction,
and where any democratic facads exicts merely as a perfected weapon for ensuring the
continuation of bourg301s dictatorship by drawing to its 3551stanca in this conspiracy
the renegade.''leaders' of the working people. :

Thus the Chilean Commuﬁlst Party leadnrsﬁlp hotly i@nlnr any revolutlonary inten-
tions ascribed ito. it

"What is needed ... is to secure a turn to the left.in national policy". ...
'Fhrough the medium of pariiament,. mun1C1p11 councils and public meetings,
the .Party ﬂonqtqntly ardvances and r'upports all projects and measures designed
to benefit the peoplse. RPautlonaglqs_1n.tho ranks of the Chr;stlan Democrats
accuse the Communists of secking to bring Jown the government in order to
~take its place. But the vesolute stand taken by the Communists has demon-
' strated the baselcssness of this and has shown that the Communists are prompted
by neither opportunist nor narrow tactical eonsiderations.' ® (World Marxlsf
Review; Nov. 1365; p. 47).

“he waimpering denial of orportunism apoears like 2 Judas mark in the Drosrammﬂs
of these guilty men who commit every anti-proletarian crime it is possible ‘to ‘imagine
given that they propose and preach class peace in a continent whose peoples subsist
in indescribable conditions of brutalising woverty and misery. Yet with évery in-

crzase in reactionary terror, the subscrvience of these handmaidens of the bourgeoisie
inereases in. Droro“tioﬂ. Each 4nc1_a:we narl*amen;ary defzat such as occurrpd in
Chile in 1964, is followed by an even more eager.act of arovnli ng to an ever mors
contemptuous, corrupt and confident bourgeoisie, i3

The Brazilian Communist Party, the leading mouthplece of right revisionism in
Latln America, had: a carefully mapped out plan for "utilisine democratic rights and

erties”. 1In 1064 it was striving, by means of a system of "structural reforms?
to_hln.powel by .

' _..establishing a national and democratic government and laying the
groundwork for far-reaching changes that would ensure complete DOllthal
and econcmlc ¥5 hﬂratlon and pave the wey for socialism, ”_

believing thqt

HETY 'the basic task of the vanguard forces in the strugsls for structural

“reforms now is to build up the national and democratic movements. Tt is
along these lines that we envisage the possibility of "a peaceful revolu-
tion,!" (World Marxist Review; Jan. 1964; p. 22).
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However, these hopes were not to be realised. The coup which overthrey Goulart
in 1964:and 119talled the rule of the generals smashed the “democratic” illusions of
these men.of peace, and the naive veneer given to: the theoretical estlmatlon of the
Party's errors.attempts to draw.attention from the fact that the leaders of the
Brazilian.Party, especially Prestes, are well versed enough in political manoeuvrin:
not -to, suffer the lack of exp erience they claim. Thus, analysing the errors of the
Communist Party:

.. we ourselves had not besn prepared politically and ideologically
and had fot prepared the masses to repulse the violence ‘of reaction.” As:
© a result of a not altogether correct formulation of the Fifth Congréss which
“took as its guidelines the thesis of the 20th Congress of the CPSU, we in-
accurately assessed the possibilities of the ''peacéful path," seeing revo-
lvtion as an idyllic process, free of clashes and conflicts.

Due to this iacorwect assessment the isadeiship failéd to see the danger
signéig. ‘Instead of calling'on the masses to fight the danger of a rightist
cotp, it ‘continued to demand the holding ¢f a DleLlsc1te. (C:" Prestes:
_World Ma“x1st Rev1ew June 1968; p. 17)

“Althsuqh we S“Haﬁd a certaln tcn

sich
- (Werld Marxict Reviaw; Feb. 1965: _p.

{1} we failéd to act accordingly...".
28) ... :

‘Despite the “'sclf-criticism’ of the above--conducted purely in the realm of the
senses though it is--the conclusion of the right rcvisionists™ is a remarkabiz piace
of undialectical nonsense. For the.fazilurc to prepare for violent struggle, to sec
through the bluff of parliamentary 'legality', were mistakes of a "leftist" character:

"The Sixth Congress- ruJFcteJ the'view that the main mistakes made by the
Party were the consequence of a richt deviation and noted that they were, on
the contrary, mistakes of 2 leftist, ‘putschist and petty- bourg801s charucuﬂr.
(Prestesd horld qu (ist Review; June ?968 p 17) " SR

This massacre,of the truth is necessary becaqsg, de;plLe their ”self criticism,"
despite the objective, failure of their line,.despite the setbacks to.which their
opportunis=m - has led, thoy still intend to puvsue their “peaceful” cause. The coup
which instali=sd a "semi-fascist political regime" will:be destroyed, through:

"Active oonposition and .vigorous mass actions (which) will reduce: ths
~regime's %oc*ﬁ~n01~t1ca1 basis end cculd lead to its defeat by non-violent..
_means. - Democratic reon cn can compel the rezctionary and H@featlst mwnor*ty
. to retreat znd rastore-democratic, rights.!” (ibid.; p. 18).

“0f course,” 2% may turn out too, that'the'Pa>ty end the peéple 'will be co“mellad
to' resort’ to other, more elementary and pavtlrula? forms of armed struggle.’  Dut' we
can rest assured ‘that the right revisionist leadirsiiy of the Brazilian Comm wnist
Party will do everything in its power to be true to the spirit and the letter of the
ra591ve'“m ay" and place ‘it far behind in its'liist of prlb*1t1es.

Such is the face of »icht revisicnism in'latin Averi¢a.” It has been against the
background of betrayal that the working people and peasant masses have been compelled
to resort to spontaneous armed struggle--struggle which was, and largely Temains out-
side the framework of control of tiie revisicnist parties of the right. 1In those
countries: wher: such armed. ctvurw1“ has alre~dy taken root and the masses of the work-
ing people are boyirping to be drawn into the struggle against semi-colonial dicta-
torship and foreign imrerialist oppressicn, the “urther restlt of this has been that
those communist pcrties subservient to °ovieu right revisionism have been forced to
pay lip servige to armcd struggle and modi”y their more blatant parliamentary trans-
ition formulae in a bid to regain the 1n"lu€~:cn within tle armed liberation fronts
which previocvsly they were threatens ed with losing completely.

In its wider context, this pragmatic and Oppo: tunist response to the 5pontaneous
growth of =2rmed strugcle reflects the shift in policy on the part of the Soviet
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revisionist leadership which has taken place since Khrushchov $ overthrow--a shift
- away  from'all-round cuopsration with US Imperialism' to ¢éne of striving for ‘tie
--cstabllshment of ‘indevendent spheres of influence inar-as hitherto: ‘comprising sec-
tors of the US'sphere. Within the cverall task of develeping this’ policy, a certa
independent sphere of operations in relation to the national liberhtion movements of
“the underdeveloped colonqu and semi-colonial sectors of the world has been dllotted
to the so-called ' centrlst ‘blocof revisionist comwnist parties and ‘isbdialist"
states, of which Cuba 'is one, and has given fise tc' the need for lip-service to armed
national ‘liberation struggle to be admitted to the slatforms of some, though by ne
means all,: of the Latin American communist parties under the influence of Sovie® re-
visionism. ' : - 7 i
: An ‘example of' this is offer'ed by the criticism of ‘the 20th Congress foruulations
‘on peaceful transition and peaceful coexistence made by the Brazilian right-revision-
ist leader, Prestes. The alternative to the lono- discredited right-revionist foriia-
- 'lations put forward is the flexibly leftist zlogan nf Marmed strugelé as a tucric,
democratic' constitutional advance as a strategy'. “ith its perceptible Gvertones of
Kautsky and Bernstein, this formulation neatly rolves the dilemma of how to maintain
‘the-long-cherished peaceful transition shibboleths of right revisionism, now heconing
'so tarnished, 'simply by reversing Marxist- Leninist *theoretical prlnC1ple“ and releg"
“ting to armed struggle-a subordinate tactical rois serving the main strategy of sesk-
cingito secure minar palliativizs to the 1n»reasxnaly onorD531ve life of the worklup
‘people through reforms and the ballot box. :

The outcome of these opportunist policy manoeuvies has been that, utiliging the
dominanthuld whicli they exercise over the apostle of “violent ‘struggle' in Latin
America, Fidci Castro, the Soviet revisionist leadershin has been able to control the
transiticn to support for "centrist revisionict peliciez cn the part of certzin
Latin American Communist Parties without iccsening in any way their traditional cen-
troi over the leaderships of those parties--and evei inisomé cases o inerease :
through the prastige added by the Lceqa1on of Castroits "centrist" revisionisnm to
tie overall forces. availabla to Sovizt, nolicy saedn :

As for "left® revisionism, and trﬁtﬂmflam these *1k° mﬁny forms in Latln America.

. The case of. Cuﬁvqr" onid “c>ra/ teking an ”urquw;“F.3”1' position and condemning
the, trotsky1te° as r?v*w*ﬂnﬁaus has. already besn a nelysed However, the.lessons of
such_a position, iJe, of armed struggle divorced irom sny political and class.organ-
1sat10n of the working people, have been borne home most, clearly, following the col-
lapse. of Guevara's mission in boiivia.  So- much so, that ﬁrwuedas) a firm sympathiser
of the guerrillpq wrots s hls uDluaOh to., uuevara‘- » _ i s

“ M, ihe failed because he did not have the support of 'the peasants and.
“because the Bollv1aﬂ p' plﬂfﬂld no* know the action programme of the rie-
rrlllas" - e i ;o

LL

a. lesson so elemcn,arv t]u--Tt should hﬂrdlv havg requ=rcl the sacrlflcn of so
many splrlng natlpral,l¢be;1tloﬂ fighters to make ! t known. And indeed. the lessons

of ti.us collapse of Miltre-leftist’ method and morale accompanying Guevara's experi-
ment were not lost pn those forces which represent the national bourgeoisie with rore
hnrceptlon than Guevars. . They Can wave acced s yeo o2 xci: orceful argumert {or

uastro strenvthenTnﬂ ‘his "centrist® position.

“:Trotskyism'in Latin America--as represented particularly in‘Guatsmala and Peru--
is "1¢ft" opportunism which claims a ‘'theory" of so~ialist revolution. This "theory"
completely denies the national democratic stage of “h: revdlution in‘a colonial-type
country and insists that "socialist revolution’ is :t any given moment on the order
of ‘the day. ' Its effect is to isolate the gemuine ravolutionary forces From class
allies who 'stand objectively for the national democratic revelution, and without whos
added weight 'imperialism cannot be defeated and the aatiocnal dsmocratic tasks achieved.
In practice, however, they resort to all:mannér of sewi-anzrchist, svndfcalist and
even outvight 1rr1dent15L ideclogies in.order toiwin basésiehiongst-the prdgansry and
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and ‘urban -poor, purveying such illusions as the direct growth of the village peasant
commune inte socialism, the romanticism of the primitive subsistence economy, and so
on. In strategy and tactics, their aim is to sow the usuzl kind of confusion associ-
ated . with their name, advocating peaceful legal advance in the manner of the rlght
‘revisionists whenever and wherev:r an actual revolutionary situation is close at’
hand, and pressing: for ultra-revolutlonary forms of struggle whenever and wherever
the revolutionary tide is temporarily on the ebb turn. Thus they contribute dlrﬂctly
to rendering the more militant vanguard forces an easy and isolated target for imperi-
alist guns. Within these overall perspectives of betrayal, howeverj the "socialist
revolution” for which: they aim is, as with the richt-revisionist communist parties,

in essence a peaceful on~.

Thus all of these trends, "left’! or right, spell defeat and betrayal for the revo-
luticnary . aspirations of the working people of Latin America and the decxmatlon of
their actual or potential- orzanisations of struggle. _ h

At the helm of all this confusion and betrayal, seckine to unite the 0011t1c11|
manifestations of bourgeois and petty-bourgeois thinking within the forces of the
developing national democratic and socialist revolutions of Latin America under ong
“'super revolutionary' centre has stood the Cuban revisionist leadershln encouraging
every kind of anti-proletarian and anti-Marxist-Leninist th eory and. practice, inspir-
ing the most infantile forms of petty-bourgeois l=ftism and national eunhorlc, and
finally resolving the failure of both 'left' and right revisionism is the doctrine
of “centrist" revisionism. a position which has emerged as a spec1f1c hnrltage of ths
Cuban revolution. i

It is to an-analysis of the Cuban develOﬁmﬂnt 1tsel;, tharefare that we must neow
turn. :

ASSESSMENT OF THE CUBAN REVOLUTION

- The Cuban revolution represented a phenomenon with two contradlctory sides. .One
was the £ undamentalily positive fact that US imperialist domination over Latin Ameri-
ca had been breached for the first time , and’'a nation free of US :imperialist -oppres-
sion and ranged in struggle against it now $tcod as a symbol of anti-imperialist:
liberation struggle for the peoples of the continent. - The 'second and negative side
was that, from its inception, the Cuban revoluti on was carriedthrough not under the
leadershlp of 'the working class in alliance with!the poor peasantry and urban pe;Ly
bourgeoisie but under that of forces representing the national bourséoisie which™.
an epoch characterised by the onset of a world pre-revolutionary situation and the
beginning of the disintegrationof the imperialist world, system, ¢an only serve its
fundamental class interest and achieve the construction of a form of capltallst 50-
ciety in the newly-emerged nations in as much as it cuceeeds in manoeuvring with the
offer of its neo-colonial and comprador services between the various competing im-
perialist groups--a Qtrwtewy whlch leads sooner or later to the:incorporation of:-the
new1y~1ndependent nation, willy nilly, into- the sphere. of influence of another im-
perialist group, most llkely that which is hostile to the imperialist power from
which independence had originally bezn won.” 'The economic inviability of Cuba--2
fundamental feature inherited from the one-sided development imposed by US imperi-
alist domination in the past--together with its geographically isolated position and
economically unbalanced character,:placed Cuba in.a precarious position whlch ren-
dvred its newly-won independence hlghly vulnerable,

' Debray seeks in his: book to paint a glowing and utopian picture of the Castroits
lﬁadershlp which completely ignores the historical facts and sets out to enshr*ne
every trite phrase and thoug ht of this leadership as valid ° 501ent1f1c truthe™, it
remains' a quite obvious fact, howevnr that- Castro and those who fought vith him to
overthrow Batista were not Marxist- L°n1n1sts Castro claims thﬂ the ”Marxlsm—“”
Leninism" of ‘the Cuban leadership was learned during tho course of thﬂ strugvl
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The‘absence of scientific r°v01ut10nary pr1nc1b1, guldlng a clﬂar stratecic nureﬂﬂ“~
Ctivesfundamental nece$sities in any ‘evolLtluﬂary Nnrocess, 'hethﬁr ndtlonal o e

. craticior sotialist in ¢ ar“cbbv, in which *h }urklnw Llabs fulfllls the 1edd13q
‘role and-which® is gulded by a p‘nu1n= Mar“LJu ;@Alﬁlst_?anﬂuqu partv—-and the cpper-
tunist: manbsuvring to which that”absence inevitably leads are explained: away by
Debray with the claim that the revolutlonqr procéss was undergoing_a 3p%t1f1uhle
roperiod 777 of ''trial and error'’--not, be it understood, trial and error in the

~ application of Marxist-Leninist science to the revolutlon ‘but quite abstractly in
the search for- a Caban Form 0; "Narx1sm u .

} Castro and the 1ﬂcent1ve forces, of the vuerrllla movement whlch he led were urban
' petty bourgeois .re gvolutionists acting obiectively as the leading representatives of
" the. Cuban national bourgepisie. The rebellion based on the Sierra Maestra drew to
the ranks of the rebel .army. recruits from the: peasantry. the mass base 6f the netty
dergeoisie and, in the abﬂenco of a leading rols fulfilled by the working claczs
forming tae social arsenal of the national vuargecisie. The novemeat claimed to be
~a liberal alternative to the tyranny of Batistz, the stench of whose corruption was
‘believed by Castro to be.a constant source of embarrassment to the United States--
i the diaries of Guevara in his Bolivian campaien inply that, in begeing aid ‘From US
_monopoly interests under the thrsat that US qﬁ1d11ns would ba confiscated in tha
‘event of victory in Bolivia if sunport for the insurgents wers not forthcoming, he
_was merely repeating methods prominent in the early stage of the Cuban revolution
itself, which "left" revisionists of the Castro/Guevara stamp attempt to explnin away
as “tactical” CovVears for th ir real "Marxist' aims. Throughout ths courze of the
struggle Castro increasingly won. the support of the urban petty bourgsoisis “dnd
middle classes- the involvement of the working class taking place considerably later.
The tone of the Castro leade rship on the role of the working class was that tne work-
ing class should be thankful for its liberation at the hands of the pe ty bourgecis
_intelligentsia and peasantry. - : TR : : ¢

However, suppert’ for ths webele dgainsiihe tyranny of Brtista was sufflclunt Y

- overwhelming in its scope to causé the United States to refrain from any serious
attempt to maintain Batista in power by overt force, and tu give only that amount of
aid to:Batista which would nreserve US face with lefser tyrants of the %atlatu stam
throughout Latin America--although = covert attzmpt using Cuban exiles to restore a
US' colonial-type puppet regime was launched later with the’ abortive ‘Bay of Pigs land
ing.r These: were the facrors which asv1st°u the seizure of power by the Castro lead-
ershin: in -1959. -

The victory of 1959 brought Castro his Jirst lessons in the attempt to carry
.through reforms of a national and dewocratic charactﬁr 1n the spoch of imperialism.
Whilst at the comparatively early stage of establishking his bases in the Sierras,
Castro had appreached the lawyer, Urrutia, with anioffer ‘hqt We should form a govern-
ment when victory was won--an offer which was accented and implzomented in 1959.
Urrutia was a represertative of the nascont Cuban national bourgeoisie, but neverthe-
less one of *he first acts of his go¥ernmﬂﬂt wa2s to approach US imperialism wi*h
assuranrﬂq that his covornmen:t JL,..]“ ooeonniinneg, the  gsemii-colonial istatuscaf
Cuba and to malntaln the tradltlonal aorarlan structure of the economy-and economic
‘depsndence on the U5, It was only the rejection of these assurances by .the US and
the latter's refusal to recognise the Lastro regime which compelled the subsequent
alignment with the Soviet Union. = = . o B gty :

As for Castro himself 4t was a typicéT——ad in view of the later developmeut%
~.an ironic--expression’ of the spirit of the expediently opportunist freebooter, ready
and willing to place his services at the disposal of the highest bidder, that he did

not conceive of taking any initiative in the political and Stdt° affairs of the new

; government. All the evidence shows that' Castro did net wish to aovern on behalf of

Cany déflned cla,dt He saw his'role as that of 4 later-day Ca rlbaldl effﬂctln& a

G Pt



purely military liberation on behalf of abstract '"liberty. equality and fraternity'
and then handing over power to a vague and undefined 'liberal intelligentsia," i.ew.
to elements of the national bourgeoisie which, at that stage, had no conception of -
the revolution winning for them full national independence from Us imperialism,;and
who merely wished to extend somewhat the scope of their economic holdings and the.
degree of their participation in and control over the state’ and administration. .
Acéording to the terms of the Urrutia government's approach’ to the US, -agrarian land-
lordism, the security of US holdings in bot!: agrlculture and suth service industriss
as existed and the corresponding structure of feudal and compradof relations, were;
to remain essentially untouched and only subjected to a degree of mild refoerm. Onl-
the. short sichtad rejectlion by ths US of thés: propesals for the reform of the semi-
colonial structure of Cuba as it had existed under the corrupt and brutal reign of
-jatista finally compelled Castro and his followers both to take up themselves thn'?
reigns of state and to implement measures designed to secure 1ndependﬁnCﬂ from the
US - an inden pdence the only available economic foundation for whlch was, ultlmatﬁ
“1y, allvnmﬁnt with the 90v1 t neo- 1mpﬂr13115t bloc. : .

v+ Amonest the flraf measurss enacted was the land raform -~ a steﬂ whlch was 855°n—
tial if thz.base of peasant support was to be maintained.. The confiscation of

large holdings, warticularly those owned by foreien capital, brouﬁht dovm the wrath
of US imnerialism. For r‘aslro the second dllewna and tke second lesson had bequn

nesplte numﬂrous mqnomuvrns to outwit the 1mner1a11<ts and to nrevent thelr hos-
tility and inevitable ‘embargos on trade, the US, in- traditionally short- 51ghted
fashion, declars d its hostility and began to threaten Cuba_w1th.economlc rnprlsals.
Castro, countering this ‘blackmail as bast he could,;entered into trads agreemehté*
with the Soviet Union, 1n+en01ng to walk the tightrope of a balance between the two
hlocs which would ensure Cuba's esconomic future without drastic political shlfts.
However, the breach was forced by US imperialism with the cutting of the quota for
thP 1mport of Cuban ‘sugar  forcing Castro to look slsewhere for cheaper supplies
con5ﬂouent upon the i loss of US dollars. Therﬂ followed a train of reprisals.and

o counter reprlsﬂls culminating in the Soviet offer to buy Cuban sugar (at an unspeci-

fied price) and to-'mest the Cuban demand for oil. The refusal of the US to refine
Sov1et 0oil was'met by Castro's nationalisation of the key US interests in Cuba a3 a
final and irrevocable reprisal. The course of Castro's future was now set - a fu-
turs which had originally never been intended or planned; but which had developed
piescemeal out of the course of events. By 1963, accordlnv to Castro] the trade;
baldnce with the Soviet Union had risen to over one hundr d million dollars.

Fh1s natlonallsatlor, as we are now 1nf0rmed by the Cuban "Marxist- Lenlnlstu,
represented the “socialist. revolution. * Hewever. in reality it. representad an in-
evitable move which Castro representlnp ‘the natlonal bourgeoisie, was forced to

make siven that he was. 10Ht1ﬁp for his economic life and needed to trade with whom-
soever would offer thes“ services. But dependence. on trade hlth the Soviet Unlon
and being totally at the merey of the defence protection of its "nuclear umbrella"
brought with it the expected penalty. Castro, the man who had hitherto publicly
denounced Marxism-Leninism and denied any affinity with "communists’' now began to
air his brains in pubiic and to take the first carefully rehearsed steps towards
embracing Marxism-Leninist as avidly as he was later to embrace. Yhrushchev. = Tha
nprﬁviou emphasis on the role of the peasants and intellectuals as the leading force
in thé revolution and as the “liberators of the working class was dressed up in a
more r*{:mvelfl‘::ltcmal ”Warx1st Leninist’™ disguise to accord "1th the announcement of ths
fisocialist ‘revolution,” albeit a multifaricus class dnflnltlon typical of national
Ibourg°01s “5001a115W'” ;
... the-labouring masses, the farmers thé'studept masses the masses of the
poor, the underpriviicged mass of our aation, siznilficant portions of the middle
class, sections of the petty bourgeoisie, intellectual workers, made Marxism-
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Leninism their own, made the struggle for the Socialist Revolution their own."
(F. Caqtro "Castro Denounces Sectarianism,' March 1962, p. 13).

One- of the nenaltleq of th“ allqnmﬂnt wlth the Soviet Union was the loss of mid-
dle'class support - a section which had. supported, Castro wholcheartedly during the
struegle for power. - These now fled in large numbers; to Miami plotting counter-
ravolution,’ and thereby weakening considerably the already overstrained tﬁchHJCdl
and administrative cadre forcz and heightening social tensions It was at this
noint that the other lgng arm of revisionism . that from within Cuha,;tselr,_rargf
LﬂtO its owm v v ; e o S

THD history of the Cubaw Communist Party offera an appalllng record ﬂi_“pror»
tunism and class hetraval,  Based mainly on the urban working class and almed at
building a mass social- democrat1c party, engaged in negotiations for economic 1m-
provements to:the exzlusion of almost all other forms of struggle and bound up x1th

unprincipled agreements and alliances with, whataoeuer dlctato haprnened to he
power, it was:only to be exnected -that it could play. no role in the struggle to
overthrow Batista. Denouncing Castro as a mere adventurer in the early days of the
ousrilla struggle, and efifectively assisting the cabotage of all attempts by the
guerillas to'mobilise-urban strikes, it only changed its tactics in the later.
stages, when the victory of Castro -was already c;earl} inevitable. At this. stage
certain leading revisionists were sent to join the guerillas with the aim of stab~
lishing the first brideehead within the revolutionary forces in preparation for ths
later penetration of the right- rivisionist narty into the anti- 1mper1allst £ront
and the newly-founded national democratic state.

In the period immediately following the seizure .of nowe the clear antifcommuu~
ist-content ‘of the half-hearted national democratic rﬁvolutlnn which was 'spon- |
taneously dsveioping' effectively blogksyd thoentyong ﬁt 1Tuvrlf*—m1ﬂdud pevi-
sionist narty. members. into positions of . influence in the state. . But this q1tuat10n

sas’ changadoradically when apathy began to str ike ths MLé*lﬂ class and coruruécrm
'orldntated ‘béurgeoisie after the.confiscation of their nropsrty and the thanllf%
ment  of thevopen alliance with the Soviet Union, and . especially after. significant
numbers of these strata had begun to deser: to the Florida mainland. ‘Trito the chaos
of Castro's:''spontaneously -developing:. revolutlon tHe trlﬂd and tested orﬁanlcatlon
men of the revisionist party were drafted 1n large numbers in an effort to stem ths
growing: confusion and pull together. the, basis of a. “O“kQDL“ economic and poll;;ral
. system - matters which Castro had fnrmnfly candldﬂrﬂd cou14 be 1efL to emerg2 snon
taneously Ulth-th passage of time
< "[ PR : i g ;
Thus aross the third of Castro s d1 lemnas. He had given up the political initig.
tlve!almObt completely. - The revisionists, Ians intent on mere polltlﬁal aues-
tions,' 2s Debray spurninely poin*s out had aiter all nlayed one better than the
chlld of spontaneity Casivo. the price wastid hal tu na for a viable political
and administrative apparatus was the achievement ny the right- revisionists of an
“increasingly dominant; . roiz in party and state, despite t\elr history of betrayal
during the struggliess leading to the overthrow of Banlsta.' Through a combination

of external pressure frow the Soviet Uaien including pronorlc blackmail, and in-
ternal penetration by the agents of Soviet re»1s1on=*m the 'indigcenous revisionist

leaders, Castro and his old guard of ine surrcctionists were grauually outmanoeuvred
and sewn up in: a wsb of ingxorabl Q. dapyndﬁnub end commitment - no doubt to *he
horror of the existentialist coterie of sua-seekers of the Rartre i1k wno Hdd seen
in the Cuban develonmant the embodiment of their ideas about a 1i beral sponta1eous
revolution giuing birth to.en anarchistic utopia avound which thoy could svirn thﬁ
.subject matter for countless best-sellars.

3it
“The-merc1less t 1et]ack T oF unequa1 LOlOHldl type oconnmlc rﬁlatlons toget‘=r
ype

With the necessity for a heavy defence, programme in the face of the 1ncr9951n01y
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aggressive posture of US imperialism in the! period prior to the.13962 crisis,. repre-
sented further. pressures inexorably pushing Cuba into dependence on the Soviet Union.
The ominous features of the limited crop economy had once acain begun to dominate
economic development. The political counterpart of this situation of dependence,
axpressing the reciprocal need of the Soviet- revisionist world centre to "explain”
the obvidus contradiction of a successful armed revolution taking place in an epoch
the main fedture of which was allegedly '‘the peaceful co-existence of states with,
differing sdcial systems™ was reflected in the corresponding destermination of thse.
Cuban right-revisionist party leadership to build and maintain the myth of Cuba as
as examnle of "'peaceful transition’ in line with the precapts of the Khrushchevite
1nt°rnat10na1 nroqramme as laid down by the infamous 20th Congress Report:

© "It was precisely in condltlons of peaceful coex1st°nce between states with
different social systems that the socialist revolution triumphed in Cuba."
(Letter of CC of CPSU to CC of CCP, March 30th, 6 1963, Foreien Languages Press,
Peking. 1965; p. 507). : o Pt e 1l o

From the 'crisis of 1962, the startling dun11c1ty of Fastro in adoptlng his new
supservient position was revealed. Castro. who was later to:announce demaaoglcally

: “,.. we will never make ideological concessions, andmwe wlll malntaln aniun—

fleltlnﬂ Marxist-Leninist 0051t10n " (F. Castro; “This is our Line, Hawvana

1963 p /9) o £ ' : : " : , peta

; ; 5 Higze s §

then begins his remarkabl: history of bear hugs with the chief spnokesmen of modern
revisionism followed by denunciations of those same spokesmen: of statements sup-
porting ''peaceful struggle followed by statements supnorting armed struggle; and
the steadily increasing subservient role assisting the propaganda line of the Soviet
revisionists in the Great Debate, with the deceptively ‘'principled” contention that
“mpjvision of the face of the enamy was nsver a revolutionary or dintelligent strate-
gy;" culminating in the carefully timed attacks on the Chinese government-over
allegad “cut-backs’ in the promised rice qudta which were lsaked on. the.eve of the
Three Continents Conference in Havana in order to cause the maximum damage to the
‘"ﬁrestigE'of the Chiﬁese-party and state throughout the national liberation move-
ment. ' This latter was intended to act as an ameliorative gesture.offsetting the
criticisms of thos: zspects of Soviet policy which reflected the residual influence
of Khrushthovian doctrine now inimical to Cdastro s .new role and intended to demon-
strate to the Soviet neo-capitalist closs in unequivocal terms just where the sunvort
and sympathy of the Cuban natiocnal bourgeoisie and:its "centristi'.revisionist repre-
_sentatives lay in regard to the prow1ng struﬂqle between the Soviet and Chinese
'lﬂaderships.. ' : - i

Castro, however in his attempts to reconcile Service to the interests of his.in-
dlgenous class, the Cuban national bourgeoisie. with the fulfilment of a comprador
role on behalf of Soviet neo-imperialism, has often proved a difficult and, demanding
pawn, seeking to retain as an essential ingredient of his ‘centrist revisionist: po-
sition the right to criticism of Soviet policies wherever thesse tended to.con{lict
with the long-term aims of the Cuban natiohal bourgeoisie -~ the Guevara adventure
in Bolivia thus representing an attempt to raise the bargaining counter of the Cuban
national bourgeoisis with Soviet rightirevisionism, and its failure merely confirming
the 1nadequacy of ""leftist' methods of struggle and the suneriority of the ‘centrist’
revisionist dlsgu1se In almost all cases, the crux of thase criticisms has been
those aspects of Soviet policy weflecting the continvation of a Khrushchevite stance
towards US imperialism ‘or its comprador puppets in Latin America. However-the neces-
sity which the Castro leadership feels for the military and economic protection
which the Soviet Union alone can provide against US threats of aggression compels
them te lond their support to every fundamental policy statement and action of the
Soviet 'leadership, “and to place Cuba at its disposal as the base of operations for
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 richt-revisionism on the Latin American continent. It was under Castro'’s auspices
that the OLAS and Tricontinental Conferences werg able to sarve the policy aims of
Sovist nso-imperialism, which envisags not only the buildine of 'anti- -impatialist”
and, where necgssary, armed natlonal liberation movements under "centrist” revisionist
leadesrship, but also the incorporation of-existing naticnal bourg=sois or even comnra-
dor bourgsois states and governments into its sphere of influence (as ‘hak already been
effected with a certain measure of success in ?sru} , thus effecting the racintocal

Cuti llsatlon of both rightist and "centrist" rmv1dlon15t “OllLy meth odq wherebv ths

. former implements thé classical techniques of . international diplomacy and "hower poli-
uthS" turouoh the direct acency of the Soviet. Union on behalf of its neo 1wper1d11=t
"aims, whilst the latter 'seeks to mobilise the working .people. and their movemsnts of
strucele in the same neo- imperialist cause by presentine the necessary ”lmF*” demagogic
annpeal,

Thus it is thet. ynder the overall conditions of a former ssmi-colony newly emerged
‘from imperialist domination, with an urban and rural nroletariat, labourine neasantry
and urban petty bourgeoisis amonpst which revolutionary feeling is at a high level,
any national capitalist class attemptine to build 2 viable systeh of state capitalism
can only hold out for itsclf any prospect of sucétess prov ided that it can utilise to
some degree the ideological strength and vower for conviction and mobilisation of pro-
letarian ideology and organisation of ﬂarx:snubenlnlsm. This type of social develon-
ment may be characterissd in general terms as the demacogic abuse of thu-lnt=rnatlnnal

working class and communist movement__of its uorld view Marxism-Leninism, and of its

organised strength and influsnce, in order to hénd them to the service of the ‘enemies

. .of the working class and socialism, amongst which the national capitalist,classes cof

' ~colonial-type Eaﬁntrlfs emﬁrsinc “From 1wper1g1¢¢t domination must ultimately ba nlaced,

«whataver class alil“ﬂ‘“% may appesriain in iHe pcrﬂod of the national democmatic revo-

“tutions In this light _Lhﬂ case of Cuba 111ustrat“s wlth conv1nc1ng clarlty an exanm-
ple of the harnessing of tae potencisl o0 Jvvdl foi'ses of ithe socialist rewvoluticn,
the exploited and oppressed proletariat, poor peasantry and urban petty hourgeolsle

to the task -of-establishing, not the socialist syst=m under the democratic dictator

ship of the proletariat, but a system of centralised state capitalism of .a bureaucratic

rand -comprador type under the dictatorship, ‘albeit concsaled by demagegic '"1eft" phra-
seology, of the ndtlonal_hoar090L51 , and under the conditions of intsnsified cless

struggle and heightenad inter-imnerialist competition typical of 'the contemporary
advanced Sta9° 1n the dlslntewratlon_of.thﬁ imperialist world system.

CONCLUSION

The collaboration between "centrist™ and rieht revicionism which forms. the pre
dominant basis of pﬁ*lf" amongst a rajority of Commutiist Parties o€ Latin America
with the "Communist Party' of Cuba acting as a comprador«type overseer -on hehalf of
the Soviet Union, reflects the unsul“dblllty of "left" revisionism as an idcological
mask :enabling the national bourgsnisis to pain control of the mnational demccratic
revolutions and to determins their development and the class .composition of their
forces in their own class interest. in at least the majority of states concerned and
under the objective conditions as.they have shaped themselves up till the present time.
o "Left“ revisionism tends to find the appropriate objective conditions for its
appllcatlon and 2 fertile subjective ground for its dlss“mlnatlon and srowth pri-
marily in natlonal and political terrains in which not only the objectlve conditions
for the onset of the national 'democrztic revolution:are present--this in itself is
also a featurs of the situation in many Latin American states--but also whare a mili-
tant and nolztlcally conscious working class and a more pr less powerful Marxist-
Leninist vangiard are, or at the least have bean in the past, to some dﬂp*eﬂ in con-
t:ql_of the revolutionary procsss or at the least. narticipants in it. iTn vlﬂi nof the
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progressive undermining and final liquidation of the world communist movement thiough

modern revisionism since approximately 1943-45, :the presence ¢f such features in a

national democratic revolutionary movement in a: colonial or semi-colonial cocuntry

since World War Two. in spite of a majority of the lsadership having long since fallen

into'the hands of "left" revisionists. must be attributed to the persisting influence
of the Communist International and the continuing presence . in the leadership.of the
leadine cadres trained by it during the period prior to world: war two. These features
are, of course, typical'of the deve;opment of the Chinese' revolution and of the Commu-
nist Party of China. They are almost totally absent from the histories of the natioral
liberation and wo*hlna ‘class movements of the Latin American states and their commu-

" nist parties. @ Egas . - o :

- Where howeﬁér:'such 4 Marxist-Llerinist.-lsadership or at least a Marxist-Leninist
contingent within a "left' revisionist led party and movement, is present, its defeat
and dismembarment is clearly an absolutely prlmﬂ necessity if the national bourseoisie
is to succeed .in its aim of wresting the leadership out of the hands of the Marxist-
Leninists and of consolldatlnq it in the sole hands of their rev151on15t representa-
tives. The fact that, in Cuba itself, no Marxist- Leninist party, or even a Marxist-
Leninist contingent within the leadership of the party. was rresent requiring ideclog-
ical nenetration dismemberment and capture. in order to transform that party as a
uhole into a tool of national bourgeois aims and aSﬂlratlors thus rendering it nossi-
-ble. for the petty. baurg801s representatives of the natlondl bOUTUSOlqlu to 'win victory
in the national democratic revolution hy pvrely military means, :h;thou* the fwsion of
political and military forms of strugole and without a political party and ‘an orgari-

~sational centre for the mobilisation of the masses, throuvh'the ‘'sole -agency. ‘of "a small
elitist ﬂu°rrllla force of predominantly petty. bourpe01s composition, is’also ‘ywpto-

matic of- the. objectlve conditions and subjective cnaractﬂr1QtIcs of the moveﬂgnts of
the oppressed in gt least the smallex. aﬂL weaker ‘LatzJ of the Lauln American COJtlI°ﬂ~

-tal mainland. : ' :

In spite.of the many Featu*es spec1f1c and péculiar to it, the Cuban revolution,

-however, was not an isolated, once for all time phenomenon.i Still less ‘does it repre-
sent 'an example of. "sneclflc natigpal roads to. ~oc1allsm" beloved of Khrushchewiar

. revisionist "theory." It took place and won, y1ctory on the contrary, pracisely within

,the general context of ' = ’

L "...a world rre_reqo}utlonary situation: AS in all pre-revolutionary ... .
situations, the primary aim of the class strugeles, including national liber-
ation struggles, now besginning to unfold on a world-wide front between the
world proletarian forces and the imperialist bourgeoisie is a struggle te
determine which of these two fundamentally opposed world class forces shall

win the allegiance of the intermediate exploited and oppressed classes and;
strata, of whicl the rost significant are the peasant masses of the colonial
periphery of imnerlallsm and the petty bourgeois and professional middle
strata-in the dovoloped 1 LUﬁLalzum scuntriag w :h A UWCCT201H1 o pro-
. cess of intensified proletarlanlsatlon and so. to acﬁleve on hshalf of its
' alass intcrest the decisive strategic advantane in the coming fifdal stages
- of the world proletarian socialist revolutlon." (Proaranmatlc “anlfesto "
.of the Marxist-Leninist Organisation of Britain; p. 22) ' g

The unsurge of national libesration struggles and natlonal dﬂmacratlc revolutlons in
‘the ‘colonial and semi-colonial lands, including those of Latin America, forms_.one of
the most promiﬂent'features in the process of disinteoration of the.morld lmperldllst
system at the present stage in the& development of the general crisis of .capitalism.

It is they whlch are contributing directly to the process of dlslntugraxlon of the
established 1mpe*11115t power groups’ and to the break-up of the existing inter-imperi-
alist balance of power, ‘and which are effectively assisting in the formation of new
1mperlallst type power groups and a mew inter-imperialist balance of power centred
around the entry of the new neo-imperialist or state:.capitalist nations--primarily the
Soviet Union, but inelnding, at a lower stase of capitalist .development, China .and
India, the total popuiation resources of which alene amount to some 1,400 millions--
into the already saturated canitalist world market.
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As far as the futurs development of the world proletarian socialist. revolution is
concernad, the crucial issue confrontlﬂw the natlonul liberation movements at :the

Jnresgnt t1m° is, however, the issue of whicn ciass Sﬂdli dead the revolution, the

natlonql bourgnols1e or thﬁ work1nq class, On the outcome of this issue dspends the

solution to the questlon "of absolutely y fundamental 510n1flcance, as to whether or uot
the worklno people of the develpping nations at prﬂ5°*+ fighting: for their.liberation
from 1mper1allst colqnlal enslavement for national independence .and democratic rights

'and llbﬂrtles, will succeed in byn3551nr the nprsnectlve :of a mors.or less.protracted

r10d of. cap1ta115t develonment and will 5u¢ﬁevd in pstabllthﬂq new . soy1a113t states

B under thv democratic dlctatorshlp of the Dlol?»lr* at--a victory for ths. world proletar-

ian ‘socialist revolution which would so weaken the already 1nt010rab1y unstable and
crisis- ridden world capltallst system as to render its continued oneration virtu:clly
impossible; or whether, on the other hand, thg victory of the national denocratic
revolution in the colonlal type lands is merely to 1ead to the establishm=nt oi ne:
independent capitalist states which will thus provide a sorely needsd extension to the

total area and resources of the world capitalist system and so give it a new leass of

life, as has already taken place in a whole nunber of formerlv colonial or semi-
colonial lands since thﬂ end of World wWar Twu, 1nuﬁuﬂ1nn People's China, India, Egypt
and of course, Cuba.

The entire evidsnce prov1ded by the ﬂxnﬂrlbnce o; the new fnatures in. the develcp-
ment of the world proletarian sogialist revolution since vorld War Two indicates
strongly that only when the working class movements in the Qdeveloped countrles join
with the working peoples of the colonial- type lands to form a common world anti-
1mpar1a115t front, only when powerful and influential Marxist- Leninist partiez. ‘capable

of securing leadershlp over the entire rovoluﬁ;onﬂly process in hoth types of couatrie

“have been built and are able to wield that J“Clglve ideological and political irizia-

':.tiﬁe and influence which can cnsure the leading rois Leing fulfilled by the worklvﬁ

:“:class in both strategic world scctors, and so laying the basis for the, unlnt“rruf

transition of the national democratic to the sccialist revolutlon in ths colpnial-type
lands, and for the v1ctory of the latter in both; and, finglly, only when, the world
Marx1st Lenlnlst leadership of the world n*olécc¢1“n socialist revolution has developed

ﬂ_to a p01nt where a mighty Marxist-Leninist International, is forg,u capabla of uniting

' 1ntegrat1ﬁc .and 41r3vtjp¢ “h* "ﬂv"»r+1v*ﬂ“v struegples *n hp+h world. %Pctar« 101Lna*

thﬂ common 1mper1a115t class enemy, of elaboratlng a Wox 1& strabeg;c and tactical pro-

“ﬂrqmmﬂ of veneral offensive on all fronts and in 211 qecrorﬁ based on advencuo scien-

tific. thnory-—thnn and only then, will it be UOSSlblu for the working neople of any
one sector.. in the developed or the unde rdﬂvploped lands to advance to the victory of

X the soc1a115t revelutlon and so to bring the epoch of *Jpztaglsm to its close and to

commence anew, and on an infinitely hlohﬁr 1¢ VD1 chan previously. the epoch of world

,w1dn socialist LOHQtructlon

For the present, therefore, and untll such tlﬂ‘ as the revolutlonary nrolntur; in

" both the Jeveloped and the colonial- -type lands t ealisa the primary and 1nd;;pcnsab_a

tasks of revolutionary leadership and orgaﬂlsa+101 particularly as regards the build-

ing of the Marxist-Leninist vanguard the predcm*nan influence in the national ceno-
cratlc movements in the underdeveloped colonial world sector is like ely to remain in

_the hends of the natlonal bourgeoisie and its nnLLy bourgesis TGVAQlOHISt renresan:a
_itlves But each and every such instance of a natioral arena of capitalist develop:n:
‘being openad up, urder the PﬁFA?t*O“‘ ol - coagested and saturated capitalist w01_¢

market, merely serves, in the longer or, oyrhaps the shorter run, to add new components
of mountlnp contradlutlon to the alrﬁady unstable sitva t10n in the world cap1t“11u,
system. The monopoly c"pltallsts of the develcped imperialist countries, faced with
the shrinking of the relative size and resources. of: the, colcnial sector T318?1V” to
the develoned sector, are attemptlnv to obtaln a alan*flﬁanu 1nt°n51flcat10n of the
rate of exploitation on both the colonial arsas that remain and, in an eFfovt te off-

‘set the inevitable decline in supnrw rof1ta in the. develored_uountrles themcelives.

Only provided that Marxist-Leninist venguard parties are built in both the developzd
and ths colonially sub3ugated sectors of the worl A w111 ,this 1nt°n51f1cat10n of ex-

“p101tat10n and onnr6551on result in a qualitaulvﬂ vatsing of the level of class mili-

tancy and capacity for struggle of the working masces to their revolutionisation.
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In other circumstances, including those at present appertaining in which the leading
influence is fulfilled- by social democratic and right revisionist representqtlveq of
monopoly capitzl in the developed countries and %y a combination of right, "centrist"
and "left" revisionist rﬁpresentatlves of the national or the comprador bour960151e in
the colonial- type countries, the outcome of the world reactionary offensive now in pre-
paration counld equally well be. a series..of bloody defeats for the WOTRlﬂU people and
their organisations of struggle and the descent of the bluckest night of fascist re-
pr6551on that the world has yet seen. The law of uneven developﬂent will undergo and
is undergoing an equally profound and far reaching intensification of jts mode of opera-
tion, thus accelerating the process of break-up ¢y the e<istipg 1nperlal1sL and capital-
ist power groups and the formation. of new ones anxious to secure a redivision of the
total area and resources of maximum exr101tatloq available to the canl ralist world
system, which are continually shrinking, relative to the rapidly increasing rate at
which capital tends to be amassed, and which. are 1nd1spen5able to securing that maxi-
mum rate of profit so essential if tho'lnherﬂnt tendency under. state monopoly capitalism
for, the rate of profit to fall is to be pffset,  These fundamental contradictions in
their turn prepare.the conditions for ‘the outbreak of yet another imperialist world
war more devastating both in its scope and its revolutlonary effect ‘than any. p;ﬁVlOUSLy
known, and so also preparing for the transformation of that war, in area after are
country after country, into socialist revolutions.
: These are the profound and climactic contraalctlons whlch 9re °VDn now accumul1t1nq
~under the surface, of the world. cap1tallst system, and it is ava1nst this background
that 'the -teachings of Guevara and Debray relat1vc to the struggle in Latin America

must be critically evaluated. Marxism- L°n1nlbm tv1ches, and all experlence of the
world's working class and oppressed peoplus in strug rgle conflrms tkat only ‘through the
unity of ths working class of all lands, forged through the exercise of leadership and
.an. overall guidipg function on the part of powerful Marxist- Lenlnlst parties, and

only through the unity of all non-proletarian classes and strata heblnﬂ that Marx1at—
Leninist proletarian vanguard -in a. mighty world anti-imperialist united front. can
victory in the,national democratic ?“Vﬁlutloﬂ in, the colonial-type lands he ecurod

in such a way as fo ensure that that victory.leads, not to the develop ent: and consol-
idation, on however ‘temporary or unstable a basis,. GF new 1ndependent neo- qqpltallst
... states which will merely substitute eyp101tat10n by the establishad 1mp£r1allqt

- .oppressor nrations for :exploitation by the indigenous national bourgeomlq and so
assist-in increasing, again on however temporary or. unstahle a ba51q the tnta‘ arena
. and resources of the world capitalist system and to length?n by. a snan of a few years
ior decades its bloodthirsty, . profit hunyry life, but wlll lﬂad instead to the weak-
ening and restricting of its arsna, resources and span of life, to the choking of the
arteries feeding it with the super nrofmts which are dits very life blood, to the form-
ation of a miehty an erowing chain »f natioral d¢ ml““'+lc and SOCla-.%t re"oluilwng
encireling it with a steel rlng of proletarian power which steadlly suffocates and
- finally annihilates it. =
In the developed countries, it is buxﬂaucratlc 5001a1 democrach reformlsm re-

visionism of the right and trotskV1sn which constitute the chief weaoqns of the mononly
capitalist class ‘in frustrating and diverting the . potential or actual revolutionary
energies of the working class and working people In the colonial-type lands, it is
"left' :and, where appropriate, 'centrist! rpvlslonlsm 11kew1se assisted by trotskyite
disruption, which fulfil this funct1on. Within thls lnternat1onal apparatus of counter-
revolutionary disruption, a certain cloarly definable division of labour can e
diiscerned. It dis the function of social democracy and reformism in the developsd
‘countries, and of liberal- anarch*st ideas of spontaneous revolution in the coloniai-
. type areas of maximum exploitation, to act respectively as the instruments for under-
‘mining the unity of the class forces themselves, of the mass base, potential or actual,
of the developing class strugele and/or revolutionary movements. On the other hand,
:.it is .the functicn,of ravisionist teaching--in davelonzsd countries mainly of the

right and in colonial- type lands mainly of either "left" or "centrist! varieties--
to weaken the struggle waged by_tld most advancedland class consc1og$:proletar1an

L
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elements to forpe nowerful, steeled and united Marxist-Leninist vanguard parties
without. which the socialist revolution and the establishment of the dictatorship
of the prole stariat romain perd smpty creiTs, ~tzs of negchanical scheming or the
subjective pIOJectlon ‘of idle wishes.  In the rﬂlathnsh1p batween mass base and
.vanguard, it is the vanguard which must first be established; .even ;if only in em-
bryo, if the whole réxolutlonary process:in a given country 1b,tq.develap_into the
structure of prolﬂtarlan pouer capable of incepting-and carrying through the social-
ist rﬂvolutlon directly in the case of the velopea countries, through the inter-
mediate stage of the national democratic zévolution in the case of the colq1lal-
type lands. In both these types of revelution, a-clear kinship px;sts between. the
older variants of bourgeois ideology typical of arcanitalist class in thP peﬁ;rd of
its youth, reprssented by liberal spontaneity and anarchistic insurrectionism of
the garibaldist or blanquist type. and the more sophisticated right, "left' and
Meentrist’ variants of revisionism which form typical anti-proletarian ideological
weapons of an aspiring capitalist class in an underdevaloped country which is strug-
gling for ascendancy and independence within a world environment and undsr the con-
d1t10n5 of an epoch in which’ capltallsm-ls lying mortally sick upon its.deathbed.

Uoth deny the revolui jonar¥y histoviccli missien, oI the pgols sariat . both deny the
need for the violent, forcible overthrou of the rule of. the cepltallst class -
"left'’ revisionism advocating the use of armed force solely. arainst the comprudor
\1mp°r13115t -orientated siction of the capitalist class in a colonial-type country,
both deny the need for the independent revolutionary vanguard of the DTQtha“la;
armed with scientific Marxist-Leninist’ theory.

The petty bourseois insurrectionist ‘theories of Cuevara and _°hray form the 1001—
cal inheritance and coﬁylnuatlon of "the ¢lassical idcas of spontaneous revolt ?1v5t
developﬂd by the Buropean ‘Petty bourgeoisie in the 19th, century. The- tharacteris
tion of the bourgeois ideological basis and antecedents of “left" revisionism con—
tained. in the Report of the CC of +he MLCB, "Proletarian Internationalism: The Key
to Vlctory_;n Anti- Imnerlalist Struggle and. €0P5a14"tJRev01ution,” is as applicable
to the unsuccessful, m151pp11ﬁJ and naive variant of ''laft" revisionism concoctﬂd
by Guevara and Debray” out of the historically supercsded lees of liberal 1narch1
theories of spontarﬂnus taprisings of: the freedom loving. people' as ever it was te
twe more astute varlant of ”luft" rﬂV151onn¢m devised by Mao Tse-tung:

_'""%ﬂﬂ je cohsider the dnvelopment nf +h@ baur90ﬂ1s dﬂmocratlc rﬂvolut:on in
.HEurop we flnd ‘that the petty bourgcoeisic played a gennrallv analagous rola to
" the, one it ldter came to play in the colonial national de mocratic nevolutlnnq

~of the epoch of 1mpar1a1 171 U S ;

":... the prime need (of the capltallst class - Hd{)'was to hold in chack
the independent revolutionary class aseratlons of the proletariat, and to har-
ness its energiss to the task of comple+1ng the bourgsois democratic revoluticn
whilst simultaneously prevent1nw them from leading to the fulfllmcnt cof the revo-
lutionary aim of socialism and the dle&tOTthn of the “proletariat.-In-all-the
developing capitalist nations of Europe to which “the bourgeois democratic reve-
lution spread in 1848- 9, thvrefore, the leading wole was playgd by bourge01- o
pe ty bourgeois lead°rs,;t,.

~ "Leftist'''phrasenlogy and the r«hhla—rous1ﬂa qlondns oﬁ_ana*ch1sm are always
and everywhere the Bssential disguise of rightism, of policies designed to assist
and strengthen thﬂ'ulaqs position and forees-.of the capitalist class in the facs
of the growing or potenti ial offensive of the proletariat. ... Just as the counter-
part in practice h‘ the utopian theories of Proudhon were the state sweatshops
for the unemployed'workﬁrs of Paris established by Louis Blanc . ‘similarly Mao
Tse tunﬂ’s leftht bhattig-¢cries: directed at-the snereing and °velon1nq, but as
yet immature, prole stariadiclasses and their potential netty hourgeois allies in
the colonial lands have their essential counterpart in the so-called ”Threﬂ way
Revolutionary Conmittess,' in which the long- discredited utopia of "the unicn of
capital and labour." ... Is dragged from the oblivion to which Marx condemned it

TR

(Proletuitan Internationalism Revort of the CC of the MLOB in "Red Front,
March/April 1968 p. vii).
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With the defeat of this peculiarly Latin American revisionist hybfid, the same
demagogic mantle of revisionist deception has fallen upon the shouldersi 6f th=s
“centrist’ revisionists headed by the Castro clique actine as a semi-independent
"left''-wing of Soviet neo-imperialism. If this new and perhaps sven more dinsidious
ideological and political weapon of the national bourgeoisies of the Latin American
states is to bz exposed and defeated and the hegemony of the working class and of
sciéntific Marxist-Leninist theory in the Latin American revolutionary movement
secured, a persistent and wide-ranging struggle must be waged by the ''arxist-
Lenlnlsts of all lands agalnst 1t ' : ' ' .

There are no short cuts to the socialist reévolution. The struggle to develop

and change man's soc1a1 practice, and the thought processes which consciously guide
that practice, is a protracted and arduous one. - In the course of this struggle,

the development of conscious revolutionary thought and practice on the part of the
most advanced 'and consistently revolutionary class produced by history, the prole-
tariat, is characterlsed at all stages by the close interaction of theory and prac-
tice, culmlnatlng in tae 2laboration of the sé¢ientific principles of:Marxism-Lenin-
ism and of its fundamental theoretical guide to action dialsctical materialism,.

and their embodiment in the vanguard class party of the new tyne... This final em-
delmQHt of the science of socialist revolution and of socialist revolution as a
_sciesnce, when theory and prﬂct1r* becomre sc united as to bhe indivisibly fused te-
gether, is prec1se1y what the ‘social sc1ent15ts" of the bourgeoisie are most con-
cerned to frustrate and disrupt by whatever means they find to hand inherited {rom
_the theories and practice of pre- scientific utopian or reformist schools < and’
amongst these modern "mystical schoolmen” of piecemeal' reform or snontanvou5'rev01t
mast be 1ncluded not only Such representatives of the right as Khrushchev Togliatti
‘or Gollan, but also such leftist flgures as Debray, Guevara and Castro.. . el
' The struggle to build the Vannuard Leninist party of the proletariat involves:
such tasks as ths inner-movement’struggle 'within the revisionist and :reformist ..
parties and organisatiops, work amongst all sectors of the working populiation to
“win them for a common front of struggle, actions at the most basic level to build
militant, class-orientated organisations where previcusly none existed, the achieve-
ment of a corrsét balance between legal and illegal, armed and political;.forms of
struggle, and so on. At every level, the process is an extremely complex and many-
sided one. It is'a test which only those who genuinely uphold the cause of the
working class- and working peeple are “Teparﬂd to stand. That is why Guevara, Debray
-and others present such a d15111u510ned picture to the world once they enter from
the realm of their.subjective fantasies into.the world of class “eallty In_*helr
~Mtheory'" the peasantry existed as an 1deailsed force whlcn could do mo wrong “the
grim reality of the Bolivian adventure rev°ale4 besides Deuray [ d11=t+ant1>m the
fundamental scorn for the peasantry into which Guevara‘" earlier idealism was trans-
formed as a consequence of his inability to change that reality. The diaries, with
their self-pitying descriptions of ignorant and suspicious peaqants threatening to
- betray the self-styled advance guard of the revolution constitute an elitist petty
bour0901s testament which marks a disgraceful'end for those who had claimed to aspire
so high. And it is perhaps from this last fact that the final lesson of the Guevara-
Debray affair can be most clearly drawn: - that the subjec:ive desives of any as-
piring, revolutionary are less than nothing in value to the revolutionary cause and
. will, be cast 351du as such if they are not baﬁed on Marxist-Leninist sc1ent1f1c

theory : : : :
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