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petter to do than contemplate capitalism with great anger.
It is also true to say that having felt for three hours or

a weekend all the indignation and righteousness of the 'rev-
olutionary intellectual', it is possible to go back and do
an ordinary middle class job with good conscience.

Now such communings would be harmless and could be put in
their proper place as part of the panorama of pluralist cul-
ture, but for one fact. There is an objective need in Britain
today for practical communism: i.e., for people to provide

a lead for the working class to displace the bourgeoisie.

THE CHANCE FOR COMMUNIST POLITICS

One fact of life is obvious, inescapable and puzzling to |
members of the working class: the loss of bourgeois author--
ity and power. In car factories, in pits, in offices, this
fact is evident and has been evident for some conslderable
time. At present, most trade union officials are trying to
avoid the consequences of this fact. When the bourgeoisie
had some power and authority to attack, there was some
point to trade unions demanding more wages and control from
the bourgeoisie because there was something to be gained.
Attacking the bourgeoisie was a practical proposition with
tangible results. At present, trade union practice precip-
itates domestic economic crises and closes down plants

when it is successful. Most trade union officials try to
avoid admitting this because to do so would mean admitting
the need for new means of increasing working class power

and living standards.

Members of the working class who are objective and refl-
ective can clearly see the limits of the present practice.
They are open to suggestion as to other ways in which the
class can achieve its aims of security and greater prosper—
ity. They will listen to practical propositions. The matter
of working class authority replacing bourgeois authority is

very much on the agenda in Britain. The vacuum being left
by the bourgeoisie's decline is not being filled. The re-.
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sult is that British society lacks the motor force of a
class to p¥ope1 it forward. Economic, social and political
evo}uFlon in Britain have made the replacement of the bour-
geoisie no dream, but a real necessity.

THE PECULIARITIES OF COMMUNIST POLITICS IN BRITAIN

The one germ of truth which the CPGB of the late 1940s
grasped was that neither the state apparatus nor Parliament
presented a problem here to the working class. For about

a hundred years the working class had been learning how to
makg the state apparatus and Parliament do its bidding. The
resistance of both organs was neutralised by the working
class when a definite object of struggle was in view.

Wha? is at present required is that at the point of prod-
uction, the working class replace the bourgeoisie. It is
here that bourgeois failure has the most serious consequen-—
ces for the working class, and here that the greatest poss—
ibilities for working class advance exist.

That Fhese reflections are obvious and commonplace to re-—
flective workers can be seen from the Bullock Report. Jack
Jones was responsible for the Bullock Report. He was an
?nusual trade union leader in that he had retained and nour-
ished his own thoughtfulness. But his thoughts were not a-

.typical of his class, though better developed.

Jack Jones had a good idea. Because he was General Secretary
of the TGWU, his idea became the Bullock Report. It was not
acted upon because . the political forces necessarj to

keep the Report on the agenda did not exist.

The Labour Party is not capable of leading any political
struggle except that which occurs around elections and
PaF11§ment. In the past, class struggle was led by trade
unionists, who developed their political ideas through soc-
ialist organisations such as the SDF, ILP or CPGB. There is
good reason why this division of labour between class struggle
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