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EDITORIAL

T H E COMMUNIGST PARTY N O
L ONGER EXISTS
I N B R 1 T A T N,

THE 29th NATIONAL CONGRESSOF THE C.P.G.B.IS OVER;
its outcome completely confirms and validates the many warnings uttered
by oractically all the Marxist - Leninist Groups and Organisations in Bri-
tain throughout the preceeding period. At the time, the Editorial of the
pre-Congress Special Issue of "HAMMER OR ANVIL" made the following
statemen

"Today, as never before in its entire history, the Com-
manist  Mowvement in Dritain is faced with a crisis of
unparalleled dimensions and significince. Nothing less
thon the whole future existence of the Communist van-
snard Party of the working~class is at stake. The pro-
grammatic perspectives of the revisionist clique to be
presented to Congress puts forward a line which stands
in direct contradiction to the fundamental principles
of Marxism-Leninism, the scientific ideology and guide
to action of the working-class and its Communist van -
guard, and which represents o final capitulation to the
policies of socinl- democracy, the ideology of the ca-
pitalist class within the working-class movenent, by
means of which the class enemy seeks to immobilise,dis-
perse, and finally to liquidate the Commrunist vanguard
Party, to deprive the working-class of its indispens-
able leading force, and thus to secure the continued
existence of capitanlist exploitation, anarchy, oppress-
ion and war for all time .......

«e«..5hould the social-democr~tic theses and perspect-
ives of the revisionist leacdership be approved at the
29th National Congress, then this will have only one
consequence of tr:gic and far-reaching implications for
the working- class wmovement, for all working people in
Britain: the culmination of over 20 years of degener-
ation with its appalling record of corruption, manoeuv-
ring, demnagogy, unprincipled concealment and the steady
whittling away of the Party's strength and prestige,
will have reached its final outcome in the transforma-
tion of the once glorious C.P.G.B. into a second Labour

Party. The Communist Party will hace ceased to exist in
Britain."

The policy statement issued by Congress, "Turn Left For Progress"
represents this culmirnation and formalisation of the long-term trend and
aims of the revisionist leadership. On page 11 we read:

"It is impossible for our Communist Party to influence
Dritish policies in any decisive way unless it influen-
ces the +trade unions and the Labour Party. We must ad-
vahce along with the forces of the left."

It is the final sentence which is of typical significonce here, and
which gives the lie to 21l the facile and hypocritical phrase- mongering
on behalf of Munity of all progressive forces", "the movement of left
unity", etc. etc., with which the statement is so lavishly bestrewn.For,
the Lahour Party being that of the three main political parties together
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the triangle of the co.pi’.calist poli’.cicn% frmfxewo‘rk of
coption and fraud, with parliament at its apex, ‘fvthh'ls prlma(llily-‘”
avnod with containing working - class polltlcal‘dl].-eglan‘?e’ and think ng
witiin the framework of the c-pitalist system, },t is Ob‘-’lOK.ls'thiit a Com-
surist Party withh a serious programme based on s“leXISt—Lenln15t Pl'lx'zcip-
les would see as its mnin task the need to win thg trusi_: and allegiance
of the broad mass of the working - class, comuencing with the advanced
sections, away frowm the paralysing, e?.ntl— revoh‘xt‘lonary grip of soeial
denocracy, aound for the proletarian aims of workln,.:g;—:.las§ power and Soe-
ialism. In the course of this struggle, the essential un}ty ?f all s?ct_
ions of the working people with the potentially progressive lt}termedlate
strata would be forged, resulting in the iancreasing 1so}at10n. of the
handful of 111on0p01y~capitrz1ists and their repres?nf,atlves in thu‘ armed
state stronghold, depriving them of all opportunities for political mans
oeuvre, winning over the mass of the armed forces themselves to the side
of the revolutionary people, and thus transforming the.armed st..ate of
the sonopoly-capitalist Jictatorship from a stronghold into aprison for
the monopoly—capitalists.

“PUTN LEFT FTOR PNOGRTSS" - AN ENHDBRYO PROGRAMMS.

it
constituting

But this is not all. The perspective first presented by "The British
Toad To Socialism” and now completed by the new embryo programme, " Tarn
Left For Progress”, is the diametrically opposite one of making the fin-
al Dbid for acceptance by the monopoly- capitilists as a constitutional
pirty of reform and peaceful, gradual ch.nge. The last traces of a Marx-
ist heritage ~nd of scientific principle are finally jettisoned, and the

perspective which the "Yritish Tload To Socialism” presented in a conee

ealed way in terms of seemingly militant, pseudo-Marxist phrases desi-~ =

gned to 1lull the Party cadres and to condition their thinking tb the &
perspectives of reform and the perpetuation of capitalism, has now be-
come the open and unconcealed embryo of a new programme of open and un-

concealed "left" social-democracy.

Tor it is significant that "Turn Left For Progress" has now been ha-
stily published as a pawmphlet by Gollan ou sale to the public. One is
inevitably and irreststibly reminded of a pamphlet which appeared on
sale in 1950, entitled "Britain's Noad To Socialism", and which just one
year later, was presented to tlhie Congress of 1951 as the new programue,
the possessive case having been changed into an adjective for form 's
sake! Their is every likelihood that "Turn Left For Progress", suitdly
upholstered, is to act as a siwilar foil, and the 30th Cogress of 1967,
or even an Txtraoridinary Congress called earlier) is to be offered an-
other such fait accompli.

For the Dritish revisiouists are lagginz behind their Turopean part-
ners in carrying through their share of the great international drive te
ligunidate the Comwunist Parties. So all-iportant h.s been their concern
to disguise their truc positious and aims, that they have fallen behind
the Khrushchevite timetable. Tt is significant that Dutt. the found in g
father of British revisionism, opens his "Notes of the Month" in the
Jdanuary issue of Labour Monthly with a reference to the French presiden~
tial elections, in which the ¥N.A.T.O. politician and pro-U.S. cold-war
ideolo ue, Mitterand, was given the bicking of the C.P.F.- as if to rem
in(_i their wore pragmatic and conservative British partners liow much more
quu.ncly ‘x?xatters are nioving oun the Continent. lle compares the Mitterand
vot1n,r.; figures to the Popular Front Tlection of 1936. but fails to inf=-
orm his readers that it is now 20 times more liffizult for a Conmmunist
candidate to win a seat in the National Assembly thanit was in 1936 -and
t!zgrefore equally more difficult for a Communist ~overnment,or a progre-
ssilve government under any other name,to be voteddinto powe:- peacefully.
Iég’f,fz (imt.)he"arguei{,lin support of his picture of phoney"left-unity"™, that

mrunists "..wou no nore dreax eav ino im: -
nd(the class to leave the Laboxexr nP:f'tin%;:‘z‘liflgg -«tto- ey Do g
) ‘ ; . i 3 he Cowwnist Party,Ed.)en th-
C’II‘ fellow left fighters in the L .bour Party than it would be resonalie HT
tn(i 13:*:91' t? delm'ntutl, 0f the Comimuaists to dissolve thoir organisz;tion in

order to scel admittance to the Labour Pa LI " .
miliz}r trick, commoa in bourgzeois libe::::}h:.smrlhlz}: qu:gggse’oizttih::&l-
and ideological leadershi, and persuasion - o:xe’of theqf:lnd"uiestald\ties
of all Cowmunist Parties - with physical force which i _ ; du-
tt is really angling after herg what 1} to. ERelly o {l)os?d'm'mt .
) at he is really proposing is the
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establishment of 8 “mew", "united" political party of "left" social-dem~
ocracy, in which the alliance between the revisionist C.P.G.B. leader-
ship and the right social-democrat leaders of the Labour Party would be
given organisational, as distinct from merely concealed

expression, in order to meet the urgent

or ideological,
class.

needs of the monopoly ruling

Today, more than ever before, there is a need for a line of clear
and irreconcilable struggle against all forms of class-collaboration,re-
visionism and parliamentary, legal deception, for the bujilding of a pow-
erful vanguard Party of the working-class which will progressively chal-
lenge the ideological and political supremacy of social-democracy and
provide the necessary leadership on all fronts to enable ever wider sec-—
tions of the working-class, commencing with the advanced industrial wor-
kers, to take the initiative into their own hands and enter intoc strugg-
le in defence of working-class rights and immediate demands and to actas
the leading force in the fight to defeat the monopoly -capitalist drive
towards fascism. Only thus will the paralysing grip of both right and
"left" social-democracy be broken and revolutionary unity built,in pre-
paration for the

great revolutionary class battles which will usher in
the epoch of Socialism in Britain and throughout Western Curope.

As for the intermediate and mitidle strata who form a relatively lar-
ge section of the population in capitalist Britain,

it it a fundamental
feature of the dialectics of class struggle that these will be drawp,in-

evitably and irresistably,into the arena of social conflict, and will be
come increasingly polarised,

as the less priveleged sections find their
living ~standards being threatened equally with those of the industrial

working - class and working people generally. As this intrinsic process
gets under way with mountiny tempo, the middle strata will be drawn to-
wards that of the two major classes, the capitalist class with the mono-
polists and their state at its apex, and the working -class at the head
of all working people, which is seizing the initiative, developing its
forces, and making itself the leading force in society.

___But the advanced sections of the working - class by hand and brain
will only be able to take on this, its historic role, provided that a P-
arty of a new type is built,

a Leninist Party capable of acting as the
general staff of the revolutionary forces, with the industrial working-
class at its core, which proclaims its complete independence from the
capitalist political framework of parliamentary deception, declares

its
determined opposition to the whole bourgeois structure of power and to
tye social - democratic party of reform and the perpetuation of
~ism,

capital
and which rallies the whole revolutionary people behind it in a
great united front.

But the C.P.7.B. embryo programme,

"Turn Left For Progress”, speaks
lamely and deceitfully of

" "advance along with the forces of the left".
This means,in theory and in practice,to subordinate the Party to the re-

formist and pacifist ideolozy of the Labour Party, to tail along behind
Phe spontaneous petty-bourgeois protest wave, taking the initiative from
it, and liquidating the Party in a bid for formal amalgamation with the
Labour Party. For the petty-bourgeois left and its protest movement,up-
on which the Labour

Party depends for its leading cadres and intellect=—
?als, far from being the product of C.P.G.B. policies, as the revision-
ists suggest, are actually but an integral part of the political antag-
onisms

of contemporary monopoly - capitalist Britain and of the growi-

ng polarisation of class forces which lies at its heart- indeed they are
the form these antagonisms spontaneously

assume in the abseence of Com-
munist leadership. The "forces of the left" which the revisionists love
to prattle about, therefore, represent merely the raw material of social
move;ient and change, which urgently needs revolutionary, united ~ front
leadership to mobilise all progressive sections of the people against
the main class enemy, and which the revisionists are betraying every bit
as much as they are betraying the fundamental interests of the working-
class itself.

The "forces of the left" represent, therefore, the spontaneous surf-
ace expression of

that objectively determined shift in the balance of
c1a§s forces which reflects the growing antagonism between the concent-
ration of ever more economic wealth and political power in the

hands of
an ever-shrinking monopoly-capitalist class, and the equally growing im—
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£ theHA:g§¥e? the intolerable accret
f the mass o e all kinds, incluling the threat of
he onset of the stage of final disintq
ssive wars, which ann9unce the S fundamental of all class sntull
ion of capitalism. This, the mo? Socialist revolution and the demo
ecan have only one of two outcomes: oc « the seuntor-eeiti
atic dictatorship of all :ﬁrkiggog(;;)gli c;pi:alist bonrgeoinia MicH
i;sc%s: d1€ta:gr52;§ :i thg instrument of, U. S. imperlal1s?7t:;e1.
Sy ki th, e are the two alternatives. In Fhe epoch of 1 b
or fasclim - izZIist world system, when the hls’_corlcal init?l‘ati
up of he capassin into the hands of the reYolut1ont?.r¥ people, ¢
more and.mozzrpnreseit period, with the victorious anti-imperialist m
g struggles of the working people and pzazgrfzr{iiu
colonial and semi -~ colonia; tei:i:o‘!"lz:c’:i:;led:;(];zr:z;‘:eas pgogo "
the ideolo and policies of " al- ed |
the moderngzevisignist’ leadership of the C. P. G. B; g:dao:he:clz;r: §
Communist Parties, of which " Turn Left For Progress oy .wzgkin
ple is to hold back the more »adve‘inced sectlonsto p s l
from seizing this initiative by posing as the Par yl? iwo whingh.
power and of Socialism, whilst in reality Pur§u1ng po ;c e; i
ss the working-class to precisely those main instruments ok g
-capitalist dictatorship - the state adlfunlstered framle:or o % refo!
the incorporation of the mass organisations of tl}e working - : all!
the political structure of capitalism, the par11arf1en_tar(yl system 01.
guised dictatorship through elections,. the colonial and neo ; co
structure of exploitation and oppression of oth?r peoples an :;t
overseas, and the increasing surrender of the.z national economy an
inery of state to the control and supra -national exploitation of th
S. imperialists - which form the chief means whereby moribund Bri i
monopoly - capitalism seeks to win for itself an extended lease of 1i
and to stave off the hour of its extinction at the hands of the revoly
ionary people. -

6

poverishment o i
social strains anl stresses

B
¥
]
§
§.

% g
Only a vanguard Party rooted in the industrial w?rkinchlall Ini.
sing all its policies and guiding lines upon the sc1entif1c' prinqi
of Marxism-Leninism, as concretely manifested in actual policies i
at each stage in the historical process, isolate the main enemy
forth the wain aims and tasks in each field of struggle, will succe
leading the working people to grasp their initiative in the favoural
situation, isolate the handful of monopoly-capitalist exploiters, th ‘
out the U. S, robber-baron, encircle the seemingly all-powerful st
machinery of oppression and reactionary violence, and lead the we
class to fulfilment of its historic role as the leading class in s
and main force in the future Socialist Revolution.

IMMEDIATE CONSEQUENCES OF THE 29th NATIONAL CONGHESS
OF BETRAYAL AND LIQUIDATION

With the formalisation and completion of the line of class-—collal
ation and capitulation to social—democracy, an extremely dangerous 1
ation faces the working - class and progressive movement - a situatdl
without parallel in the history of working - class polities in the
Century; the independent vanguard Party of the British working-el
Communist Party, has findlly succumbed to the influences of bour
ideology within the working - class movement, and has thereliy 111“-
itself as a Party of the working - class and transformed itself inm
component part of the capitalist political framework,

In all the crucial and far-reaching
_ing‘-elass, in'a situation dominated bym
monopoly -~ capitalist ruling class to
political superstructure of British ca
ent class battles which loom ahead*, and to achieve, through their
er.lt representative, the Labour Govt., the complete subordination, ecol
mically, politically, and militarily, of British imperialism te th d
tates of that chief scourge of the world's peoples, U. S, imperialdi

whose main instrument in Britain, " the Labour Party and Govt.

very moment when class angggggigg_s_ are mounting, when British

e iy - 3t

issues now confronting the
the intensive preparations
modify the traditional state
pitalism to prepare for the

e

*

See "Hammer or Anvil" leadin : N B
" g article "MAR - )
IONISM™ , "Congress Special Issue", Nov., 196J5(ISM LENININ
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ism is entering into a stage of accelerating decay and disintegration,
and when, as a consequence, ever wider and wider sections of working
people, youth, students and progressive people generally are spontaneou-
sly rising in struggle to engage the class enemy and his various repres-
entatives, against the nuclear weapon and for peace and disarmament, ag-
ainst the colonial wars of aggression and plunder, and for unity with
their class brothers who bear the main brunt of U. S. imperialism's fer-
ocity and barbarism - in other words, at the very moment in history when
the objective conditions for mounting successful class struggles and for
accumulating the revolutionary energies of the people are rapidly matur-
ing in British monopoly-capitalist society, the revisionist leading cli-
que of the C.P.G.B. emerges as a detachment of finance -capital and imp-
erialism within the vanguard Party of the working-class,whose role, con~
sciously or unconsciously, is to integrate the C.P.G.B. into the party-
political framework of capitalist politics, +to act as a second line of
defence behind the party of right social-democracy,the Labour Party, and
to prevent the development of a genuine Marxist-Leninist Communist Party
of the British working-class.

LEST WE FORGET !
TO RALLY AND ORGANISE THE FOR~
CES OF MARXISM-LENINISM IN BR-
ITAIN is the most fundamental
and the most difficult task
now confronting all Communists
and working-class militants.

IS ALSO A VERY
EXPENSIVE ONE!

Additional expensive equipment
remains to be bought-particul-

With the adoption of the revis-
ionist embryo programme, " Turn Left
For Progress" , the final stage in
this process has been completed, and
the C.P.G.B. has been finally liqui-
dated as a Communist Party of the
working-class and finally transform-
ed, as the culmination of a whole iT
history of accomodation to social-
democratic influences extending over
at least the last 25 years, into an
adjunct of the capitalist system and

its reformist / parliamentary / bur- | @rly a plate-maker to reprodu-
eaucratic state apparatus. ce photographs.
If you have not already taken
The lessons contained in this

out a subscription to HAMMER OR

long history of betrayal and capitu- ANVIL,please do so without de-

lation are of fundamental significa-
nce to the working-class, to all pr-
ogregsive people, to all who believe
that only a Socialist society will
eliminate,once and for all time, the
class antagonisms, exploitation,wars
and attendant unspeakable sufferings
of countless millions of oppressed
and propertyless workers; peasants
and intellectuals all over the worl,
and who represent the overwhelming
majority of the world's peoples.This

lay (Subscription rates on pg.
2).But we also need your SPARE
CASH to help us build the Mar-
xist-Leninist Movement and to
make HAMMER OR ANVIL a more
effective weapon.

If you have any, DON'T give it
to the betrayers and deceivers
of the working-class.Use it in
the most effective way for the
great cause of Socialism and
Conrunism by sending it to:

experience, including its lessons in
Britain, must be analysed and the
conclusions written into the body of
scientific theory, the generalised
experience of the working-class in struggle. The ravages of the revisio-
nist betrayal must be made good at the earliest possible moment, the ur-—
gent steps taken to hammer out and develop the Marxist-Leminist program-
me of class struggle and Socialist Revolution which will commence upon
the vitally necessary tasks of forging a broad united-front of the work-
ing-class and all progressive strata for the mounting of an all-out off-
ensive, in alliance with the revolutionary people in the storm centres
of Asia, Africa and Latin America. in the first instance against the in-
ternational main enemy, U.S. imperialism, and, from the bases thus won,
increasingly to take the field against the indigenous class enemy and
ally of U.S. imperialism, British monopoly-capital, whose majority sect~-
ion supports the Wilson Govt. and its policies of subordinatien to U. S.
imperialism.

HAMMER OR ANVIL
57, Manchester Road,
Manchester 21.

The absolutely indispensable pre- condition for the carrying through
of such a programme of broad unity in struggle, however, is the creation
of a genuine Communist Party capable of applying Marxist-Leninist theory
to the concrete conditions of Britain, of analysing the complex class-
relationships and their development in the rapidly changing and intens-
ifying conditions of decaying British imperialism. To re -establish the
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Marxist-Leninist Party of the working - class is therefore the main task

now confronting a1y Communists inp Britain. We must now consic}er what are
the main coutradietions, especially within the Marxist-Leninist Movemen$
itself as it has arisen over the last five years, which stand in the way
of realisation of ¢ni, fundamental aim.

ORIGINS AND BRIRF HISTORY oF THE MARXIST-LONINIST MOVEMENT IN BRITAIN,

The origin ang development of the Marxist-~Leninist Movement in Brit-
ain, like itg counterpar'bs in other Communist Parties in Europe and tahe
yorld, bears its own individual marks end features, peculiar only to it.
In particular, {4 has been the extremely protracted and long - standing
character of the degeneration of the C.P.G.B., dating as it does from at
loast the year 1gyy and the dissolution of the Comintern,that has been a
most decisive factor ip the development of our Movement. For the revis-
ionist 1eading clique of the C.P.G,.B,, in common with their masters, the
British ruling clagg itself ;oésess’one strength and ability above all
others: the aﬁility to concéal their true political and ideological fea-
tures behind a Smoke-gcreen of adherence to Communist principle,of "cre-
ative development of Marxist theory", to apply alternately the methods
of phrasemongering angq demagogy and ruthless bureaucratic force, to man-
ocuvre and twist jipn order to appease and intimidate in turn the milit-
ant cadres influenceqd by and moving towards Marxism-Leninism.Whilst thus
posing as a Communj g4 leadership, however, the revisionist 1eadigg siigs
g sly u : i f bureaucratic coercion and manip-
ulation of the P‘rtyyst:;gtiii li{:xniidgr to isolate, frustrate, disillus-
Pell all comrades who, at whatever level, came to ?ch-.
8. eorrect understanding of the revisionist policies.
S movement is littered with the remains of once eager
whom the C.P.G.B. revisionists have broken agd ruin-
. . eount of t ctual history of the C.P.G.B. degenera-
tion since 1943, readers are ﬁzf:re‘c; to the M);uifesto of the A.C.M.L.U.*

The point to b i - et :
awn gut and csrfi“::ped here, however, is that it has been this long-dr-

ieve a more~or-leg
The working - clgg
and miltant cadreg
ed, For a fuller ac

in the relat:‘rvelyA = ly concealed history of betrayal which has resulted

in Britai Wall numerical size of the Marxist-Leninist Movement
;gsf:xtzzl?;o;t‘;tl‘elative immaturity and lack of theoretical clarity, t}u
all, the lack of.’as Tanks of leading members of national standing - above

B ol i PGI‘Specti\I:OIitical and ideological unity which would result from

ninist alternativee of struggle towards the working-out of a Marxist-Les -

power. Programme based on ckass struggle and working - class

The elabo B e ] )
imary task ofr:tio?laof such a programme, however, is and remains the pr-

iati Ao s . l‘xistmbeninist,SQOnly by themselves seizing the init-
i:t;;r;’@f-zz;:l;:glgg th?-t m%nimum framework of relations between the ex-
cratic thraShing % :E&nlsatlons as will enable the disciplined az}d deme=-
inist Movement he ‘; of thg hany complex problems, will the Marxlsi",—Len-
single diSCipline§ R to build its cadres and activists, weld i.;hc.an into &
spective ang theore:nd ¢ohesive force imbued with a clear political per-
of the PiarXist-Le 1 ’Z.ical clarity,and so prepare for the re-establishment

aatinist Communist Party in the future. Only such a cour-
in wresting the initiative out of the hands of
ique,exposing them before the rank-and-file a=

nd the broad
= militants, and placing it firmly in the hands

orking.
of the Marxist T&-class

"I‘eninistsq
It was ¢ x i
Bdadlniion O';etﬁ:bélcatlon, on Sept. 18th. 1963, of the now notorious
Movement, in whiep ;‘-h C. of the C.P.G.B on the International Communis
icly attackeq and g} e Communist Parties of Albania and China were publ-
i - &ndex‘?ed, and the immediately ensuing steps taken by
Distriet level % & ersl.np"of gummoning aggregate meetings at Branch and
ion upon the Harxistratlﬁy- this resolution, that finally compelled act-
—Heninists. The view was held that these two steps;

rYepresented the final abandonment of Marxist - Leninist
alist procedure, and that therefore the
dier to be answered by a public statement of
ies who upheld it i Leninism and solidarity with those Communist Part-

. Lirmiy,
;0'—-—“'-—"%..,. e u%%_{____ CO“% inue d on Pa oe 28
Avai 1ab1e from Lit 5 e e e e e 2 S 2 8 st et o e AR ST i

cum -H&rd;r, mehestnept” A.C.M.L.U., 57, Manchester Rd,, Chorlton =
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A COMMUNIST PARTY NO LONGZR EXISTS IN BRITAIN..cont.from
page 8,

Consequently, in November 1963, representatives of all anti-revisio=
gil groups in Britain met at a Couference in London to discuss the BEs
!"11““10:1 of the "Appeal To All Communists From Members of The C.P.G.B:
thi‘ Conference was convened by the largest of the then-existing groups
tlhe London Committee of Marxist-Leninists, and was attended by some 35

®legates and individuals. A draft "Appeal" was prepared and pre?ented
., he London Committee of Marxist-Leninists, and the main politicalr-
Ports were given by Cdes., Michael MeCreery and Peter Seltman jointly.

'OonA; soon as discussion was opened on the draft Appeal, however, it

ani ecame apparent that a wholly insufficient degree of political un-
to Wity prevailed amongst the delegates to enable the Conference to come
8rips with its tasks. The bulk of the delegates,it austﬂ be remember-
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ed, were meeting each other and coming face to face for the first time in
their lives.With the wisdom of hindsight, it is now possible to see that
the sectarian error had been committed of appraising consciousness in
isolation from practical experience in struggle, of forgetting that a
olitical line of action, however correct, requires careful preparation,
if necessary over many months of bi-lateral and multi-lateral consultat-
jons and discussions, if the ensuing collective ( the Conference) is to
really act as a collective and to come to grips with the concrete tasks.
For, if democratic-centralism is to prevail as the Communist method of
policy-making and organisation, unanimity on fundamental questions is an
absolutely necessary pre - requisite, And here, the extremely protracted
nature of the development of the revisionist betrayal and its accompany-
ing inner - Party bureaucratic dictat had operated precisely to inhibit
and frustrate, first of all the growth of separate groups of anti-révis-
jonists in the various localities, industries, and spheres of mass work,
and later, when this could no longer be held back, to prevent their con-
solidation into a national cadre force capable of taking the initiative
and presenting a united challenge to the revisionist hegemony within the
Party and the bureaucratic violation and abuse of fhe Party structure

and statutes.

The immediate result of this lack of preparation, of inadequate pol-
itical unity (the responsibility for which must be shared equally by all
participants in the Conference, the present writer included), was that
only a very small majority of delegates finally voted for publication of
the "Appeal”,and the Conference, representing as it did all the then ex-
isting forces meeting for the first time to formulate a coumon policy to
create a nation-wide movement, failed to reach agreement.

Towever, to save what could be saved,the majority sectionof the Con-
ference,who had voted for publication of the Appeal, decided to proc eed
with the agreed programme of struggle. It was recognised that the objec-
tive situation, characterised as it was by the first steps being taken
by the revisionist leadership to liquidate the Party at a time when the
class strugzle was sharpening, British monopoly-capitalism was entering
a new phase of disintegration, and the conditions for mounting success-—
ful class battles were heginning to mature., provided only that correct
leadership could be given by a Marxist-Leninist Party,required vioat urg-
ent steps be taken to rally all Marxist-Leninist cadres through the est-
ablishment of an open centre which would proclaim the vanguard role of
the Marxist-Leninists, mobilise and integrate struggles both within the
C.P.G.3. ranks and outside them, link the public propaganda and agitat-
ional work with the task of exposing the separate acts of betrayal and
bureaucratic dictat of the revisionist leadership within the Party, and
so gather the forces, build unity, and prepare for the re- establishment
of a Marxist-Leninist Commnist Party. The point was correctly made that
the C.7.G.B.leadership had virtually completed the transformation of the
Party into a "left" type of social-democratic party, had virtually 1nf,e-
grated it into the capitalist political framework, and that th? entire
history of the working-class and Communist Movement offered no single e-

xample of such a party being transformed purely from withi..n 'and und?r
bourgeois ideology is

the conditions where the sway of spontaneous petty- L
backed up by the bureaucratic stranglehold and demagogy which always and
everywhere are the methods of rule adopted by social-—dem?crats, back in-
to a trulyi ndependent Marxist-Leninist Party of the w9rk1ng—class again.
And, indeed, a little thought will reveal the absurdity of such a v1ew',

its utterly undialectical anti-Marxist nature. .
ty into a vleft" social-

llowever, "virtual" transformation of the Par . iti

democratic I;arty, Sy {sfgal® integration into the cap1ta11§t poh:;::l
framework, is still not complete transformation, cox.nplei':e }ntegr?'t ;

This may seem like hair - splitting, but the distinction lsflzhre:bl'eZt-
Yital one, For, from the point of view of the developmen: : m:st ge o
~ive conditions,the liquidation of the Party must be comple E’ iew of the

objective and demonstrable fact - just as, from the point o .:.“ P

development of the subjective forces, the achiev?ment of unljytel nfc-

the Marxist-Leninists around a correct programme 1S ales ?b??iuPar{Y can

essary . before the re-establishment of the Maf'nst—bex‘unx‘, eusan i
be placed on the agenda. Up to that time, the maln task 1§ ;0 P

, B & = Pa~

revisionists, and their class- collaborationist Do 7.Cs pr gl it
; S - ze s R : s

x.‘t.y cadres,militants and rank-a{]g ;‘:i;izglya;u_ powel‘f‘,‘-“ organisational

1n order to isolate them in thei ”

s
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apparatus, to mount as wide and al}—embraclng a po ; tz casrong
ffensive as is possible with tie available forces,'antionall ii o
sks through openly,through an open, but n<_>t_ organlia prigeios yl gw.;hc“.
tre of political and idéologicai ;e:de;:llugé ::‘: ;9:;: :Jzt;!;xem{.Co:g“:?

i i f the revisionis etra : :
iﬁ;‘m?i;;‘i?;;:?og of the Party now is comp}et..e. a.ru'l the neceisa;{ ’\!;mi-.
organisational framework, reflecting political unity amoxllgs all Marxist
Leninist Groups and Organisations, now becomes not merely a ppropriate

and correct, but an urgent necessitys

Whilst, therefore, the fundamental political correctness of.the Lon-
don Conference decisions must be upheld, it must’a}so be recognised that
the subjective conditions within the Max"x%st-Lenlnlst Movement were net
at that time ripe, and that those condltlons.shouf_ld have been prepared
for carefully beforehand and in close conformlf,y w1tl_1 the developn?nt of
the objective situation and the exposure and isolation of the revisiom-

ist leadership.

This original division of the Movenent at the London Conference inte
those who advocated open struggle through an open j9urnal and an open
centre, and those who advocated concealed, clandes’?lne work tl.u'ongh [
clandestine journal and no centre, has had far-reaching and serious cen-
sequences for the Marxist-Leninist Movement right up to the present day
- is, indeed,only now making its full effects felt.For the situation is
a different one today; the C.P.G.B. revisionist leading clique has nov
demonstrated its fundamental betrayal of the basic interests of the wor-
king-class through its embryo programme, " Turn Left For Progress ", and
its entire platform at the 20th National Congress. The spontaneous grow=-
th of the Marxist-Leninist Movement, on the other hand, has now reached
the point where it numbers close onto 500 cadres, activists and support-
ers nationally. The method of clandestine work purely within the revisi-
pnist Party has been tried and found lacking - but so also has the sect-
arian method,representing the majority section at the London Conference,
of isolating omeself from the C.P.G.B., renouncing all need to expose
through struggle the actions and policies of the revisionist leadership,
and to neglect the need to win over the honest militants and cadres in
the C.P.G.B., however few these may now number, to Marxist-Leninist ide-
as and policies.

In particular,the premature example of the London Conference has re-
sulted in a false distinetion arising in the ninds of many comrades bet-
ween "open" and "concealed" forms of struggle. It is often assumed that,
in advocating the establishment of an open centre and open forms of str-
uggle, the practice of provoking formal expulsion through mere violation
of the Party rules is intended - and, indeed, much in the sectarian pra-
ct?c? hitherto of the main exponents of this line seems to bear out this
crltlc.:ism. This, in turn, has tended to lend credence to the line of the
opposite gnd mutually exclusive camp - the camp of clandestine propagan-
da work without a centre. DBut this apparent proof of the suitability of
concealed methods of work is actually quite misleading. For, by open 8t-
rgggle,Marxis’?—Leninists mean the line of openly challenzing the revisio-
nist 1ead(‘arsh1p to open debate on the fundamental issues, of expos ing
tl.lem publicly when they seek to avoid this debate, and of revealing th-
eir a.bax_:donment of Marxism -Leninism and their violations of democratie-
centralist p?ocedure for all to see, in order to compel them either to
renounce their revisionist policies and to ®turn to Marxism-Leninism, oOF
zlie.to expose themselves for what they are - betray;ers of the fundu:len-
n?smln:zgei’;st;f the working-class, of the cause of Socialism and Commu=
the E”arty rulese scientific theory of Marxism-Leninism. Merely to bresk
oot Bhens na {)elssueda f‘tatement of political principles, however cer-
ol i raiti ’ :n tlgn meekly to accept or even welcome expulsiom
posiné theprev' ce, : abdlcate_from struggle,to abandon the task of ex+
ent and many-s;cshlegn;rsl leadership through incepting and leading persist-
sdering the Bomwesh & i‘mr-—party struggles at all levels, and so of surre-
C.P.G.B. to the tendzr ;::czzt tl;eoretically conscious milltants Su
ic hacks and careerists. In pxs'agtig:ll:g-’ Matthew::;, an(_l their sycophaat-
opposite in unity with the opportuniét 1{‘5 sectarian line represents the
. ine of clandestine, comspiraters
a united Marxist-Leninist Moven-
struggle,both public and inner-
B Ko esult: the restriction of the
in bhe'one e work through a journal -the on=

case articles are anonymous,where=

ent capable of integratin

) g all fro
party, Both lines thus end in then::mzf
tasks t? mere publicistic and :
ly distinction being that,

as in the other case they are signed
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) Thus tpere is,in fact, no Chinese wall between open, i.e. public,and
concealed, i.e. inner-party, spheres of work; both are necessary and co-
mplement ?ach other and to erect a barrier, a false distinction, between
the Fwo, is to react spontaneously and superficially to tlhe challenge of
Marxist-Leninist inner-party and inner-)ovement struggle, to think in a
mgtgp@ysical, undialectical way. And it is because of this metaphysical
division between the two superficial extremes that the revisionist lead-

in

in; clique has been successful to a large degree, and up till now,

maintaining its political initiative and organisational grip, and which
has enabled it to choose, more or less unhampered, the most advantageous
worient at which to formalise its line of liquidation. It is also the re-
ason why tie scope and effectiveness of actual inner -party struggle has
been so pitifully weak - such as at Congress itself, when the largest
nugber of votes that could be mustered on behalf of an extremely inoffe-
nsive resolution was only 18 - this after two years of propaganda activ-
ity by the Groups and individuals adhering to the two mutually opposite

lines !

The situatio: now prevailing in the Marxist ~Leninist Movement, and
which is the direct outcome and end-product of tie original division st-
emming from the London Conference, is an extremely serious one which

must be overcome now. For these two :liametrically opposed lines,like all
are in reality but superficial reflections

such metaphysical opposites,
of the spontaneous tendencies towards opportunism and unprincipled comp-

roizise on the one hand,and sectarian isolation and skipping over of nec-
essary stages on the other-both are but opposite sides of the same coin.

The resulting disunity and the inactivity and indecision which it
breeds has given the revisionist enemy just the vital breathing-space he
needed, Under the guise of "experts on China"”, all kinds of conciliators
of revisionism have crept into tie ramks of the Marxist -Leninist Move-
ment, who use their bourgeois training and talents to hold it back fromx
struzzle, to contain it within legal i:ner-party bounds, and so to prev-
ent it frow building its forces into an iandependent osen weapon of stru-
z:le, Thus we see that the structure of bourgoies ideology reaches right
inbe tne wpew af the voun: vanguard uoverent itself, acting to disrupt
and to disarm. Dy alvocating the broad, "legdi 'frac af- acadesic propagain-
da,and by condemning all political strug:les as "premature", "sectarian”
or "trying to seize the lealership",tlese elements - some of them doubt-
less sincere and well-meaning enough - are acting as the unwitting tools
of the revisionists, whilst others amonist thei: may even be serving a
more sinister purpose.They seek to use the prestige attaching to then as
prozressive intellectuals in order to lord it in the Movenent, to iupose

and to preach the illus ory

their line of legal propaganda "activity"
perspective of transforming the revisionist Party, peacefully, gradually

and over many years, purely through academic discussion and without the
need to enzage the revisionists in strugule on all fronts.3y tlese :means,
they are alile to pose as "anti -revisionist" from the seclusion of their
f?mfortable studies in Haupstead, holding inunumerable meetings on all
Klnds of esoteric subjects towhich only their admirers are invited. Tiey
sresent absolutely no threat to the revisionist leadership, nor are the-
1r own sources of prestige within the revisionist Party in any way enda-—
f§:§§£ These false intellectuals give themselves the airs of Marxist-Le-

; S, and revolutionary terminology flows smoothly fromw their lips.
all discussion of the growth of the

Yet they ban with book and candle
Movement, of the actual and pressing political tasks

Marxist- Leninist
and i i e
nd issues now confronting it at the very beginning of the long and tor-

tuous roali towards re-establishment of the Marxist-Leninist Party. More-
: these “communists" do not hesitate to apply the infamous and disc-
redited :method of exclusion and proscription, arbitrarily decided by
themselvgs,. against all who oppose them and their bogus, conciliatory
ps?udo-narXISt line, because they know that the line of open strujggle to
build and unite the Movement would shatter for all time their false per-
but enable them to

i hial . . . -
§£?°t1VeS, Wilch restrain and disunite the ovement,
dlne as erudite Marxists., When it is realised that many of thése self-

Styled "anti - revisionists” who strive to set the tone in Yhe Movement
are prosperous businessmen and merchants, some of them with vested inte-
rests in the revisionist Party, and the tradinz and husinegs houses with
the truth of the matter becomes clear: these
of the spontaneous givision between
people which is ‘but a reflection
at large, and wiich has been the

for decades.

over,

which it has connections,
e!ements offer yet another example
middle-class intellectuals and working
of the class contradictions in societ;
bane of British working-class pelitics
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3?‘0)39 point must, however, be made here wii.:h a}l for;efa!}d glif‘lty §
there is a very real need for a genuine organisation of li‘le:h: lpt:n:
cultural co-operation with the Socialist 901_1ntr1es,esp901a Zrha :e a
are pursuing correct internationalist policies, and lflar:y'f-i-ng andp hozve:
the large majority -~ of these intellef:tl}als are.d01nb sl esd
work in this sphere. However, this activity, be it ever so.vt ug ;{mt
necessary, is no substitute for the vanguaflrd role of a Marxist -~Leninis
and no such nucleus will ever grow frou ?ut of 1.:hese
Once given a united Marxist-Leninist

political nucleus,
organisations and this work alone.
Movement based on a correct programme of struggle,the best amongst them
will be won for support for that programme and for solidarity with the

proletarian party of class strugzgle and Socialist Revolution.
TOWARDS A DRERAFT PROGRAMME 0 F
THE MARXIST-LENINIST MOVEMENT.

In the present situation following wupon the 20th National Congress,
the cardinal need is to put forward and develop, 1in howevex.' an element-
ary and incomplete form, a Draft Programme for the Communls’f, Movement
in Britain, based on a Marxist-Leninist analysis o? the chang%ng and in-
tensifying class relationships, structure of political power in the mon-
opoly-capitalist dictatorship, the character of the ca;.)l‘.ca11§t politfcal
framework,the direction and trend of disintegrating Brltlsh.lmperialun,
and the forms of organisation of the working people and thelr'revolutio-
nary vanguard best suited to the conditions and to the requlrerfler.xts of
both immediate struggles and the longer term revolutionmary transition -
and to generate the widest and deepest discussion possible of these'pz.'o-
posals throughout the Groups and Organisations of the Marxist -~ Leninist
Movement. Simultaneously it is necessary to propose and carry throu-
gh such minimum organisational measures as will rally the hitherto scat-
tered and largely disunited ranks of the Marxist-Leninist Movement, beth
within the revisionist Party and outside it in order to create the corr-
ect framework within which the successful hammering out of a Programme
for the future Marxist - Leninist Party of the working -class could take
place. The only way in which such an interim framework can be establish-
ed is through the conveninzg of a Conference of Marxist — Leninist Unity,
fully representative of all the existing Groups and Organisations, and
which would elect a Provisional Committee empowered to discharge the ne-
cessary tasks. Already, one first step towards this zoal has been achie-
ved, providing an example of successful common work in elaborating &
Statement of political principles : the document "In Defence 0f Marxism-
Leninism", a Resolution adopted by 7 leading Marxist-Leninist Groups and
Organisations which was the fruit of many months of discussion and cons-
ultation and was finally agreed to at a Conference which had been care-
fully and correctly prepared for.This is a hopeful beginning,and illumi-
nes the likely course which will be taken towards the more distant and m~-
ore fundamental aim of a Marxist-Leninist Programme .The Groups and Organ-
isations should now move forward from the positions already won,conseli~
d?,te their ranks, eliminate 2ll forms of opportunism and sectarianism,
firmly oppose any attempt at paternalism or diectation by any one Group,
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and enter into fraternal discussions and éon@ultgt;ohs'ﬁﬁith'one another
on the basis of mutual equality and respect for independence.

vith these aims in view, the Central Committee of the A.C.M.L.U. in-
vites all existing Groups and Organisations in Britain, as well as unaf-
iliated Marxist - Leninists, to consider and discuss the Theses for a
Marxist-Leninist Programme appearing elsewhere in this issue of " HAMMER
OR ANVIL", We invite them to put forward their proposals and amendments
thereto or to present their own alternative Draft Theses.

As a simultaneous and vitally necessary measure, we call wupon all

Marxist-Leninist cadres and activists still within the revisionist Party
to engage the revisionists in struggle at all levels, to raise in the
Branches, in the District and Area Committees, and in the E. C. itself,
all issues on which the revisionist leadership or their sycophants have
acted in betrayal of Harxismegepinism‘and,deméerattc-centzalism, to ope-
nly challenge their social-democratic policies and the bureaucratic die-
tat by means of which they seek to impose their line of liquidation upon
the lower levels of the Party,and to join with "HAMMER OR ANVIL" in exp-
osing all instances of corruption, demagogy, illegal expulsion, unprinc-
ipled manoeuvring and evasion and bureaucratic violation in its pages.

Only through taking all these steps simultaneously shall we, the
Groups and Organisations who form the nucleus of the Marxist - Leninist
vanguard in Britain succeed in establishing jointly and in unity the in-
dependent open centre of Marxist-Leninist leadership, engaging in Ftrgg-
gle and isolating the concealed class enemy within our ranks and w1t?1 n
the broad movement - the revisionists, the conciliators of revisionism,
and all who seek to hold back the growth of the Marxist-Leninist Move-
ment into an independent revolutionary vanguard nucleus of the future Ma-

rxist-Leninist Communist Party, and thus forging the unity of our Movem-
mmon work of all, and which

ent around a Draft Programme which is the co ]
has as its central strategy the harnessing of the great revolutl?ngry
people for the seizing

energies of the working-class and of all working i
of state power, the establishment of working-class rule and the breaking

-up of the parasitic and oppressive monopoly-capitalist sta?e appa?a?us
of violence and deception. The Programme of the.future Mgrxlst-Len1n1st
Party must begin the task of welding the revolutionary unity of the wor-

: ; : . . et
king- it to the level of the leading class in society,
Son inoeinghy e jative in its hands, to isolate and di-

which i ingly holds the init ; .
sPerselszeaiigoc{aSS enemies and all open and concealed.reactlonar1es,
and to unite around it all oppressed classes and strata in the creat%on
of the truly democratic state structure of wgrklng - class ?owe;, ‘wflch
will carry through the reconstruction of society on the basis of vic or;
ious Socialism and Communism. To this aim our Draft Theses are dedicated.



