Which path
to liberation?




li maty parts of the warld cppiessed people are engaged in open, armed struggle
agalnst their oppressors. This is su in Peru, Nicaragua, Azania (S. Africay,
Eritrea, Ireland, Afghanistan, Sri Lanks, Kampuchea and the Philippines, just ta
mention a few of many cases. “"Vherever there ts oppressfon there is resistance.™
It is in countriss domipatdd by various ;xpgrinlisﬁfpawé%s, voth of the the U.S.
joblec and the Soviet blog,.tbat’the strugkles’ of the cpgressed are at their
sharpast. i f This is excelleat but it is still’ important fo ask whether or mnot
“thesé wprisings can lead t¢'resl libération for the great mass of peaple in

. . these counttigs, the workers: and pessants.

NATIORAL LIEERATION?

Durtsg the last forty years;thereihave béen many hapsgd fodght struggles by the
gppressed pedples of Asia,‘Afrfca @nd ‘Latin America against imperialist
“domination from without and feudal oppressiun from within - in Cuba, Algeria,
Zimbabwe, Vietnam, Indonesia, fur example. Vhile these struggles have dealt some
heavy blows against imperialist powers, including British impsrfalism, they have
aot resylted in the total defeat of imperialism in those countries and neither
bave they braught about the liberation of the teiling masses. Despite naminal
political independence from colonial rule either the old imperialist power has
continuved to dominate and exploit, as in Zimbabwe, or a uwew imperialist master
bas replaced the cld one, as in Cuba and Indonesia. In many of these countries
imperialist exploitation of the people is at a higher level than it was when they
were formal colonies! By and large it is only the capitalists, bureaucrats and
wilitary chiefs in these countries, who are in league with imperialist powers,
who have actually benefitted from the heroic struggles of the masses against
imperialism and feudalism. So are the national liberation struggles taking place
now likely to be any more successful? : ’

THE QUESTIOR OF-LEADERSHIP

. Yhether or not.atnational }iberation struggle results in fundamental changes in
\the lives of the masses is a question of ‘which class 1§ éxercising political
"leadership in the fight against imperialism and feudalism’ Is it the working
_¢lassy as represented by an authentic communist party, or is it various
combinations of local capitalists and middle strata elements? Experience in many

.:_5oppressed countries has shown that when the national liberation movement is led
“"by capitalist and petit baurgecis parties the struggle against imperialist and

feudal oppression and eiploitation is nat carried through to final victory. 4t a
cextain poist. ip thé struggle the national bourgoisie and petit bpurgeoisie do a
dzal ‘with the imperiaiists which greatly enbamces the position of this mingrity
but -ledves the masses in essentially the same position as- before. This can be

v clearty seen iu Zimbabwe where British and U.S. imperialism are as strong as tiay
aver were. The national bourgecis and petit bourgesis leaders of ZANU have
become the accomplices of imperfalism, riding around in big:cars and living ino
mansions, while the peasaut masses have been denled possession of their land
which they fought so bravely and hard to win back. In Azania it is obvious that
the Africaz Naticnal Congress, led by.bourgeols and petit’ bourgedis elements, is
trying to lash up some sort of deal with the local white baurgeoisie aid various
tmperialist powers which while bringing & formal end to apartheid will leave
imperialist domination intact aud the black workers a;é»pegéﬁpﬁgﬁ}gwigsentially
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.the same position they gre:ih:gou. History das shown that natiosnal liberation
 struggles Yed by bourgeois and petit bourgéois élements are incapable of even

 totally defeating imperialism and feudalism let alone advancing forward to
socialist trassformatian. “

PROLETARIAN LEADERSHIP

The Marxist-Leninst line on national lideration struggle iasists that total

_ ¥ictary against imperialism and foudalism will only be achieved if the movement
1s under the leadership of the warkiag class, the proletariat, in alliance with
the poor peasantry. This line was developed by Comrade ¥ao Tse-tung in the
course of the struggle of the Chinese peaple for national liberaticn. Thae
reasoning behind it is Very simple. Unlike the uatiunal bourgeoisie and petit
baurgeoisie the workeérs and poor peasants have no cbjective interest in allowing
dhyﬁvgstiges of imperialism and feudalism to remain. Liberation for the toiling
masses depends upon total defeat of these reactionary forces. The natiomal
bourgeoisie and petit baurgéﬁisie_qansplay a positive role in natiomal liberation
‘struggle but only up to a point. Unless the movement is under firm proletarian
communist leadership the bourgeois elements im it will eventuaily sell it nut.

PHILIPPINES

A current negative itllustration of the ‘correctness of the line of Marxism-
Leulnism-Mao-Tse-tung Thought on national-liberation struggle can be seen in the
Philippines. In 1968 the Communist Party of the Prilippines was founded with a
Madist political line which Insisted dn' the leadership of the worker-peasant
alliance in a broadly based liberatidi movement including national bourgeois and
petit bourgeois elements. The Tew People’s Army was built up to wage armed
struggle against the Marcos regime, a togl of U.S. imperialism. As a result of
their reyolutionary warfare the Marcos régime became unstable and the U.S.
imperialists found it convenient to install another of their local agents in his
place, 'Cary Aquino. But just at the soment when the popular national lideration

ould have intensifted the' arméd struggle and made great palitical
advances' they drew back,. agreéd to a/céase fire and entered into negotiations
with the pro-imperialist’ Cory regime. The leaders of the CPP departed from the
line that true liberation for the masses can only come as a result of the total
victory of their own. people's army. Aa”ﬂﬂq_@éid. “Power grows out of the barrel
of a gun.” Instead the CPP leadership hoped to gain advances by means of
political negotiating and manceuvring with.the local agents of imperialism. It
was the Aquino regime that bemefitted from'this error, not the popular forces,
and naw they have returned to the-arwed struggle. Only if the CPP carries
forward #Be national liberatioh struggle™in dccordance with the line of Marxism-
Leninizi-¥ao Tse-tung Thought is it likely to succeed.

PERU

In Pery a peaple's war aaatnstp;ugeg}a;igm,,sqm&#%equLiém;dnd bureavcrat
capitalisn is being waged under £ie ‘leadership of “the Communist Party of Peru
"Shining Path". This party is under the firm guidance of a Mavist live, as
-develaped by their Chairman Gonda¥oy andtheirévolutiavary forces have made great
e B4 y tock.up the armed struggle in.1980.-. The pro-imperialist

vances since they
ipe, Beaded by the social democratic:demogogue £lan Garcia, is crumbling under
orce of the growing re¥olt. of the masses. Already the basic structures of s
democratic people's State have been egtablished'in; the areas libarated by the
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irevolvtionary forces. The national liberation movement in Perv daes not try to
‘lgan on one imparialist bloc to oppose the other but takes a firm stand against
‘both US imperialiss and Soviet social imperialism. While the Comminist Party of
SriiPery certainly wants to mobilise natiomel tourgeois and petit bourgeols forces

- agaimst the pro-imperialist regime it is emphatic that leadership of the movement
must be firaly ip the haunds of the worker -peasant alliance. - They are determined
that their movement will not repeat the uﬁsta}esvwhxch’have occurred in so many
ather oppressed countries. - .

KEVOLUTIONARY IBTERFATIONALIST MCVEKER]

.-~ During the }ast few decades the world communist movement Las suffered some major
.. defeats, espacially the restoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union and China.
Put the struggles of workers and other oppressed peapie for true liberation
costisye, {n 1984 a number of Marxisi-Leninist partiés and organisations cexe
; rogether to found the Revolutionary -Internationalist Hovement, & significant step
ius . {ewards the reconstruction of the communist international. = The Communist Party
... . of Peru is a participant and so is the Revolutiomary Internationalist Contingent
{n Britain. Here in Britain our.task is to build a communist party to lead the
working class in revolutiomary insuvrrection to establish their rule and commence
sacialist: trapsformation. Although the immediate task in an imperialist country
such as Britain is socialist reveclution this is intimately related to the
national liberation struggles of the peoples suffering imperialist oppression.
Vo share the same enemies - the monopoly cepitalist classes of the imperialist
countries. Victory io tbe nationsl liberation struggles waakens imperialism
while sgcialist revolution im imperialist countries alsa defeals the oppressors.

VORKERS ABD OPPRESSED PEQPLES OF ALL COUNTRIES, UFLTE!

For up to date information and analysis
on revolutionary struggles throughout
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