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It 1s necessary to investigate the struggle of the Irish people and
arrive at a clear and accurate view of it if effective solidarity with
this struggle is to be built here in Britain, If the nature of this
struggle is misrepresented then the resulting confusion is.not likely to
result 1n a strengthening of support, Here this quéstion is approached
from a-Marxist-Leninist perspective,

During the twentieth century thers have been two major types of
revolutionary, upheavals; national liberation struggle and socialist
revolution, There are very significant differences between these two
types of revolution and it is necessary to decide which is appropriate
for Ireland at its present stage of development,

I, National liberation struggle, There have been and at present are in
process many such struggles in the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America, Examples include China, Indo-China, Zimbabwe, Nicaragua, Peru
.and the Philippines, This occurs in countries which are dominated from
without by advanced capitalist countries such as America and Britain and
where pre-capitalist social formations, especially feudalisa, are still
widespread, ! '

The tarjets of national libaration struggle are imperialist domination
and feudal oppression, The peasanis in the countryside fight to
espropriate landlords and the workers in the towns fight against
capitalist employers, Such societies have a complex class structure
which sust be taken into account if successful revolutionary struggle is
to occur, The following classes and strata are typically present in
such countries;

Bural arcas

Landlords - they have at least some feudal or semi-faudal relations
vith; o

Pe;sants - divide into; 2 s

(a) Prosperous peasants -~ employ some other peasants

(b) Self-suff.icient pedssn.s ~ can live oif own « ¢ . livostork

() Poor peasants - have little or no land and work for (a)
Urban areas -

Comprador bourgeoisie - interests tied up with imperialists

»
-

National bourgeoisie - interests conflict with those of imperialists

Urban petit bourgeoisie - small scale craftsmen, traders and
intelligentsia

Proltta}iat - originate from poor peasantry and are employed by those
above

Lumpenproletariat - outcast elements on the margins of society

The political potentialities of these classes and strata are determined
by their objective material positions and the conscious, organised
political forces available to offer leadership, The landlords and
comprador bourgenisie have a vested interest in upholding imperialist
domination and exploitation and thus they will oppose national
liberation struggle, The self-sufficient peasants, poor peasants,
proletariat and lumpenproletariat are oppressed by both feudalism and
imperialism and thus it is in their interests to wage national
liberation struggle, The prosperous peasants, the national bourgenisie
and the urban petit bourgegisie are in a contradictory position because
vhile their objective interests are to some extent in conflict with
feudalism and imperialism they also have a conflict of interests with
the poor peasants and the proletariat, Thus they are wavering elaments
and whether or not they oppose or support reactionary forces is a matter
of the particular circumstances prevailing at a given time and the
effectiveness of thé political leadership of fered to them by other
classes, . .

The experience of Russia, China and other countries shows that
imperialism and feudalism can only be defeated if an alliance is formed
principally between workers and peasants together with some prosperous
peasants, urban petit bourgeocisie and even nations] bourgeoisie against
their common enemies, the landlords, comprador bourgeoisie and
imperialists, This experience has been summed up in the theory of
national liberation struggle develeoped under the leadership of Lenin,
Stalin and Mao Tse-tung, In such countries the peasantry constitute the
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nrzat majyarity ef the peapia bui theiy palzn;.bl zies are limited,

Thair matn cdesand is fer a radistribubion of land in their favour and
their revalt is centsod in the countiyside, Ore lsporiant drawdack of
the gedgraphical leration of tha paasaniry is that it is gifficult for

then to control the towns, cantres of communicalion and adeinisiralion,

and 50 peasant revolis are evantwally defeztes &s happensd in Haxico,
The worrers are located 1n the lowns and are siruggling mailnly against
the caprtalist axploitation of the imperialisis and their local agents,
Grven thesr particular situation the workers davelop wider political
horizons and more advanced political demands than do the rural '
p#a%antry, However the working class in these couniries is relatively
suall ang by itself it lacks the forcs necessary bo dafeal its enemiss,
hus the fursation of a worker-peasant alliance against feudalisas and
nperialion 15 gesential if the alss of national liberation atruQQLe arg
bz fully achieved, The working class, as @rgenxsad and politically ~
eesented (hrouagh o cosmunict party of the Leninist type, i3 the
ding element while tha peasaniry constitules the sain {orce of ihe
olutisnary siruggla, o
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Tne gqueaticn of leadership is crucial for the success of national
Hibgralioh strugole,  Host national liberation siruggles have been lad
By &lewents ﬁ,awu froum the natzonal bourgeoisiae and urban petit
birgevisie and 3 cecent exanple ‘of suchleaderchip is Ziubabwe, What
always neppens in thesy Casss is that ‘at some slage in the struggle
these =lements arrive al some sori of e compromise deal with the
compranar’ bourgeoisie and the ivperialists, The result is that tha
workers end peasanis are not truly liherated although fsudal relations
way be swashed, Oaly where the preletariat and its communist party have
led the national liberstion siruggle have imperialisa and feudaliss been
decisively dafeates zs cappensd in Chira in 1949, 11 should be clearly
undersiocd that the aies of netienal liberation struggle are pew
gempcredng, 1., land reforw and the end v smnerialist domination and
explottation, and are net socialisd as swch, Of course, it is irue thai
unless the ravalulionapy strugala then procesds to the further slage of
sortalist revelulicn e coins of Lhe national likberation struggle wall
e lost, Even so, it is squally true that only whan the tasks of the
naw Jasacratic revolutian bave been carried oul is il poscible to push
a0 to sacialist revoluiion,

2, Socialist revolution, The clessic sodel is that of & developed
tapitalist counbry where the working class are the great majority of the
- people and are oppressed and sxploited by 3 aonogaly capitalist class,

f*Thﬂ uulhrng clasz, perhaps in alliance with scws ﬁxddle strata slements,

f py;sthnes ne capitalist claas and ils state apparatu and egtablish the

dictatorshin of ihe prolaetarial whose lask is to revolulioniss ihe
relations of production and tonsecusntly develop the forges of
preduction 50 as to progressively wmove lowards 2 tlassless, siateless
and liberated communist seciely, Full communiza is, of tourse, possibla

only on & world scals,

In fact socialist ravelution has not yel occurred 1n an advanceg ;

capitalist society, There has been sorialist revolution in some
econcmically backward countries, namely Russia and China, althaugh
subsaquently capitalist resioration has otcurred in both of ithese
countries, The pessibility of socialist.ravolution octurring in

- gconomically backward countries, foliowing on from new democratic
--rgvelation, is explained in Lenin's theory of modern imperialism,

mg__ﬁ.mugw lrelapd

The main gquestion Yo be pussd is whether Irelapd is at tha stage of

national liberation struggle or socialist revelution, The answer to
this quastion is crucial beravse from 3t follew very differeni political
strategres according Yo how it is answered,

There is not s class of feudal landlerds in Irsland today, Thare arg

big landiords but they are engagad in capttalisl relations of
exploitation with tenant farmers and agrocultural workers, Hogever
there does still exist a large peasantry of seif-sufficient paasant
aroprietors and small farmer employers, This peasantry is numerically

declining bub it is still trus te say that Ireland is a psacani tountry,

Thare are still strong faoudal elemonts in cultural and politicel forms
such 25 the influence of the Roman Calholic Church and tha system of

‘.ppclxtxcal pat"cnage in the couniryside,

Ireland is certainly siill under wsperizlist domination, Mot oniy did

. the. revolt of 1916 and after fail to achieve full foramal political

independence but it also failed to shift the imperialist domiration of
the frish economy, The Irish national bourgeocisie and urban petit
hourgecisie failed to develop Ireland inio 2 godern, advanced cepiialist

“country, Ireland remains an industrially undardeveloped cuuntry very

reliant on sgriculturel axports and uneble to provide a livelihoad for
all of its paepla, In these rasparts 1L i5 very lxka tha su~called
*hxrd World countries,

¥

ln etona&i: torms British igoerialisn has been considerably diaplacad by

oo hmerican, Yest Garman and Jupanesa imperialisl interests, Howaver the
o British state hengs on in tha L.x vountigs for politiral and stralegic

g,



2anans . The indusivisl da~ly of E-itish imperizlizm in **o 3ix
Counties, in shipbuilding and texisles  has.declined:bub.investmenis by
nther imperialists in the South means that the size of the working class
there has increased, The Irish bourgenisie, to a considerable extent in
fact an Anglo-Irish bourgeoisie, is largely comprador in character,

Despite these economic developments in recent decades, the working tlass
in Ireland is still a minority of the population, Even if they become a
majority there still will be other significant social elements present,
the peasantry and the urban petit bourgecisie, Furthermore there is the
question of the role of the Loyalist labour aristocracy in the Six
Counties, The uneven, distorted nature of Ireland's economic
development, brought about by imperialist dominance, means that the
vorking class may never become a majority of the population in Ireland
because they are continuously exported, Every year thousands of young
Irish people leave their country because it is wnable to provide them
with a livelihood,

Given this brief survey, it can be argued that Ireland is still at the
stage of national liberation struggle although, of course, success in
this will not be consolidated unless it proceeds further to socialist
Yransformation,
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The fact is that it is Sinn Fein/Irish Republican Army who are presently
leading the anti- 1mperlallst struggle in Ireland, It is true that Irish
Republican politics are nationalist and reformist rather than
internationalist and revolutionpary, The Republican movement simply aims
for a united Irish state with a social democratic government, Although
they do have the support of sections of the working class and peasantry
the class character of the politics of the SF/IRA leadership is
essentially petit bourgeois and not working class, For this reason they
will not be able to unite and lead sufficient forces to achieve full
national libération,

So should communists in Britain support SF/IRA? Whalever the
limitations of their politics they are aclively opposing imperialisa,
especially British imperialism, and in-so far as they carry on doing so
it is caorrect to support them, It is not the task of Marxist-Leninists
in Britain to develop a proper communist party in Ireland to win
leadership of the national liberation struggle there, It is our
internationalist duty to assist if possible in this task but only
comaunists in Ireland can actually build such a proletarian

revolutionary party, Our task in Britain is to develop a real communist
party here, Part of the process of bringing this about consists of
struggling to develop an internationalist outlook among sections of the
working class here in Britain, Thus we should certainly urge the
working class in Britain to support the anti-imperialist siruggle of the
Irish people, However this should be done on an jntarpakionalist rather
than a nationalist basis, Instead of simply appealing for solidarity en
the grounds that all nations have the right of self-determination, an-
essentially bourgeois demand, we should urge workers to support fellow
workers and other oppressed people in Ireland becausa they all share a
tosmon enemy, the British monopoly capitalist class and other
imperialist powers as well, The struggle of the Irish people serves to
weaken the British ruling class and this helps workers in Britain while
if the working class in Britain steps up its struggle against thal same
tlass this weakens its capacity to carry on its occupation of part of
Ireland,
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VICTDRY 10 IHE lesn PEDPLE!

WORKERS AND DPPRESSED PEOPLES OF ALL COUNTRIES UNITE!




