


Although Rritain is the country where industrinl capitalism
first avose and wheve _Yarl YNarx and Hriedrich Lngels
spent most of theiv lives it has not produced many notable
thinkevs in in the YNarxist vevolutionary teadition. /o this ve-
spect Jenin commented on “the Lnglish distaste for theory’.
A notahle exception to this depressing trend was Ygfilliam
YDorvis (1834-96). YNorris remains an outstanding vevolution-
oty YDarxist activist and thivker and his writings ave still
worth studying.

As a goung man Yy illiam YPorris became interested in and o
practitioner of the design of housechold furnishings and objects.
4Sis designs for wallpaper and fabrics in particular hecame
popular and remain so to this day. YPorvis found much of the
survoundings and ohjects being produced by industrial capital-
ism to he aestbeﬂcuuy vepellent, i.e. ugly. Se aimed to reverse
thie negative trend by means of his design work and he inspived
others to do so and this led to the founding of the Arts and
Crafis YNovement. Y orris thought that living in an ugly man
-made environment diminishes people’'s movale.

5Se also thought that people who had to produce unattractive
avtefacts did not experience a sense of satisfaction from covey-
ing out theiv work but on the contrary found such work tedious
and frustrating. 7his was the case with mass production fac-
tovy-type work. Aot only weve people matevially impoverished
by the low wages they veceived but additionally their creative
impulses were stifled by being forced to catry out such work.
YNorris considered that most work cavvied out under capital-
ism prevented human beings giving full expression to our natu-
tal creative urges. Jt dehumanises us. ASis analysis of the part



played by work in our lives is very similar to _Yarl Yarx's
analysis ofalienation although YNarx's writings on this essentinl
topic weve not available at that time.
3

Orly in middle age did Jg/lilliam stact to get involved in the po-
litical issues of the day. Ae vapidly moved towards a socialist
outlook and in 1883 joined the Social Democratic _Lederation,
the first explicitly YNarxist political organisation in Britain.
Alveady he was a popular public lecturer on topics to do with
art and design and then he expanded his vange of topics to include
presentations on capitalism and communism. VP orris lectured up
and down the country and inspived many people to take up a more
vadical political outlook. Se was a highly effective propagandist.

JFor YMNorris bringing ahout socialism and communism was not
simply o casc of people having more matevial goods but of life he-
coming qualitatively better in terms of creative working activity
and our relations with each other. (/n 1890 he wrote FVews from
N owhere, a fictional depiction of a future communist society in
Jritain. Subsequently countless millions of people have vead
this work and been inspived by it to commit themselves to the vev-
olutionary communist project.

7he pecessity to get vid of capitalism and proceed along the so-
cinlist vond towards communism is greater than ever befove. Jn
ovder to vouse people to patticipate in this vevolutionary project
we need to deepen our grasp of YNarxism and do so in o way
which has wide popular appenl. Studying the writings of Yg/il-
liam YNorvis can help us to do so.
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