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Introductory: The scope and aim of our activities concerning the Irish question.

A. The revolutionary anti-imperiallst struggle of the Irish people for natlonal
reunlfication and independence is of tremendous significance for revolutiona-
ries In Britain. The profound implications of this struggle confront us in all
our revolutionary activities. In our struggle against the dcep-rooted chauv-
inism that exlsts in this, the oldest Imperialist country, we are constantly
reminded that the Irishman has long preceded the black and the Aslan as the
favoured object of racist prejudlice. In our initial skirmishes with the capit-
alist state, we are everywhere faced with the fact that the Irish people suffer
more developed forms of fascist suppression by this same state, and have

in turn built more advanced methods of resisting (t. These factors, and many
more besides, combine to give proletarian revolution in Britain an 'Irish dim-
ension' which we as communists ignore or belittle at our peril.

B. The scope and aim of our activities in connection with the Irlsh question

is to work for the dev f a solidari ent in this country for the
revolutionary struggle being fought by the Irish people under the banner of

republicanism - a struggle to overthrow the partition settlement imposed by
British imperialism and achiesve national reunificatlion and genuine independ-

ence,

C. The struggles for democracy and for socialism in Britain have throughout
been closely interlinked with the Irish people's struggle against British domin-
ation. The periods of the most intense class struggle in Britain have coincided
with the most forceful entry of the Irish question onto the British political
scene. The activities of many prominent revolutionaries have spanned both
countries (the Chartist leader Feargus O'Connor and the great socialist James
Connolly, to name but two examples). Marx long ago put forward the view
that the proletarian revolution in Britain would occur in the context of the

final showdown over the Irish question. Whatever the changes in context

that have occurred since his time, this overall perspective still holds good.

D. The scope of our ideological struggle in connection with the Irish question
does not extend to the task of laying theoretical groundwork for the develop-
ment of a programme for the Irish revolution itself. For the Irish revolution,
though its relevance for our struggles cannot ba overemphasised, Is strictly
an external factor for us. We would deserve the name of chauvinist Lf we
gave the least grounds for anyone to suppose that we saw it as incumbent on
us to try to 'lay down the line' for the Irish people's struggle. The task of
our ideological struggle in relation to the Irish question is strictly within the
limits of clearing away obstacles that prevent us from building effective
solidarity in this country.

E. Nevertheless, this fact in no way absolves us from the duty of conceming
ourselves deeply with ideological struggles regarding the nature of the Irish
revolution. On the contrary, ideological struggles among Irish revolutionar-
ies are of more direct concern to us than is the cas2 with any other people
wlith whose struggles we are called upon to build solidarity. This is due to
the following factors:

(i) The close gzographical proximity of our two countries.

(il) The closer Incorporation of th2 6 counties into the British state than has
been the case with any other British colony. .

(iii) The close coordination of the British imperiallst state's activities in

. the 6 counties with its counter-revolutionary preparations against working
and oppressed people in Britnin itself.
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(lv) The fact that people of Irish origin constitute one of the main national
components of the Brit ish working class and other oppressed groups. At

one extreme this factor may be of Insignificant influencza, llmited, say, to
the retentlon of an Irlsh sumame after many generations of full integration
with the native populatlon. At the other extreme, however, there may be
close ldentlfication with Irish affairs, as is the: case with large Irish commun-
itles existing in most urban centres. in Britain.

(lv) The more advanced nature of the struggles waged by the Irish people,
particularly during the peariod 1913-1923 when not only the nationalist forces
but also the specifically proletarian revolutionary forces engaged in armed
struggle. Ireland has thus provided the most immediate lndtcatton to Briltish
workers of the road that lles ahead. -

F. Where, therefore, the following statement touches on thé assessment of
the nature and scope of the Irish revolution itself, its conclusions are stric-
tly provisional. The main thrust of our éfforts Is to confront the issues faclng
. the solldarlty movement in this country. As our solidarity work progresses,
we shall not only be able to move away .from ‘generalities towards a_more
specific and programmatlc level. We shall also bulld closer unity with Irish
Marxlist-Leninists and become acqualnted with thelr analyses. On that basis
~ we shall be able greatly to strengthen our ability to struggle for Marxist-

" Leninist poli-ies in the :glldartty movement. The followlng statement is

' 'tf.us only an inltial step towz2:2- a programme for Ireland solldarlty * Such

a programme w.ll D¢ o central element in our overall programme for rebuilding
the revolutionary party of the working class In Britain. For the moment,
anything we have to say is probably more significant for the questions it
raiges than for any answers it may provide,



rH

. l.. THE.EFFECTS OF PARTITION .

A

w La ' Partition and its economLc effects

The partLtLon Qf Ireland was achieved by armed {orce and has never rec-

eLved the .acceptance of the majority of the Irish people As a result there
"ls a contmulng national contradiction between that majority and Britlish imp-

erialism.

R P '”Ei’/ery advance in:the‘hisrorylof human sgociety uas been as‘°oc‘1ated with

the ¢reation of a particular social formation which best suits the further dev-

‘ "’elopment of the preductive forcés. ‘In the case of rising capitalism, that
" -social formatlon was the nation-state. The Irish national movement-has,
Ehowever since its inception: been VlClOUSIy suppressad by Britain. As a re-

sult, the formauon of an Irksh’ natlon‘ state that can win genuine indepéndence

r'has yet to be achieved: the natibnal democrutlc re"olutlon remains. on -the
o Jenda . v ;

).

“C Under the partition settlemem;, the 26 courities were belatedly conceded
virtual constLtuttohal ‘ndependence but only as an element in a wlder scheme

through which Brltlshtmpenahsm aLmed to ensure the co*itmued subservxence

. of theIrish economy to its needs ~For theiindustrial arca’s of the North East

were still incorporated dLrectly mto the British imperialist state by means
of the instltution of the 6-county state entity. While the 6-county economy
produced ships to sail the seas ruled by Britannia and chirts for all who
sailed in them, the 6-countles remained an agricultural backwater more
helplessly dependent on the vagaries of the British imperialist market for
agricultural goods than it had been even in the days of the great famine of
the 1840s.

D. Only reunification has held out the prospect of building an integrated
economy in which agriculture and industry give each other mutual support

for their further development, instead of each separately serving an aspect

of British tmperialism's needs. Partition his thu. cono.lioted the central
obstacle to the development of the productive forces in Ireland and to the
achievement of economic independence from Britich imperialism. The struggle
to overthrow the partition settlement is thus the focal point of the Irish nat-
ional democratic revolution.

2. The effects of partition on the Irish labour movement. §

A. Partition has had a catastrophic effect =n the Irish proiotariat. The ind-
ustrial backwardness to which partition consigned the 26 counties left the
proletariat there quite small, and with a ralatively smalbr.:portion unionised
until recent decades.

B. In the six counties, labour organisation has of course been extensive
throughout, but in general paralysed by the dzep-rooted disunity of the work-
ing class of the area. At certain times of very militant economic struggle
(the Belfast dock strike of 1919, the Belfast unemployed struggles of 1932)
spontaneous workers' unity has developed. However, this unity has proved
to be extremely difficult to consolidate on any scale, coming as lt has under
such great pressure whenever the national question has 1zasserted itself.



Partition and the changing pattern of imperialist exploitation.

3.

A. In the 6 counties, traditional Orange capitalism remained the dominant
economic interest until well after the war. As for the 26 counties, the 1920s
were a period of abject submission by the local bourgeoisie to the needs of
British imperialism. From the 1930s onwards, the new ruling party, Fianna
Fail, put up a certain amount of resistance to this situation and, though
remaining firmly within the sphere of British imperialist domination, Ireland
during this period achieved some native capitalist development. The pattem
of exploitation has changed radically during the post-war decades, with the
influx into both parts of Ireland,at an-accelerating rate, of a vast amount of
finance capital not only from Britain but from other imperialist powers as well. #

B. By the-end of the 1950s, this new investment produced a prolonged boom

in the esconomy of the 26 counties which gathered momentum and did not pass

its peak until the mid-1970s. Howaver, this investment has been of a kind
familiar in the third world: it has been entircly concerned with quick profit 3
and has not produced the major structural changes which are necessary if

Ireland is to achieve economic autonomy. The bourgeoisie of the 26 coun- ™ 1=
ties, nothing daunted, happily discarded their - economic 'confrontation' (such, ) v
as it was) thh impertalism and threw themselves into the less irksome and \

1

more meed}ately lucrative business of becoming its direct local agents, \\}
C. In the o countles, by contrast, the new capital influx resulted in some ';‘/'
quite intense contradictions among the bourgcoisie. For finance capital would '~{

M — -

have preferred un meeded mobility throughout Ireland, and partltlon with the
economic lron curtaln which it entailed, was an obstacle to this. This eco-
nomic demand of finance capital was reflected in the politics of "O'Neillism"
which involved rapprochement with the 26 counties and corresponding talk
(without practice) of liberalisation of the sectarian state structure. However,
traditional Orange politics proved far more intimately linked with the mainten- 1y
ance of the class posltion of the 6- county bourgeoisie than ever the politics +:

of Fianna Fail were to the bourgeoisie of the 26 counties, and O'Neill was
never able to unite his class around his politics. .

. The period of euphoria induced by the boom - a euphoria which dominated
much bourgeois political, as well as economic, life - has now finally come
to an end as the boom, now well past its peak, begins to give way to slump.
The 26-county bourgeoisie is no longer able to justify its willing collabora-
tion with imperialism' quite soeasily. Consequently, ho politician most
closely associated with this coellaboration, Lynch, has been ditched, and
replaced with Haughey, who has the undeserved reputation of ‘a more rigid
adherence to the original principles of Fianna Fail. Meanwhile in the 6
countias, the rebirth of republicanism has long since led the bourgeoisie

to fall back on traditiohal Orange politics and “O'Neillism" is a fading
memory . :

E. 'Liberal' imperialism has thus been rudely awakened from its dreams of a
cosy world in which the contradictions of partition would me'lt, into thin air.
For the contradictions associated with the national question continue to re-
assert themselves. The fact that this continues to hapben, whatever changing
forms these contradictions have taken, and whatever changes in the pattern

of imperialist exploitation have occurred, shows that the national question
remains unresolved. The historic task of national reunification thus remains
the first task on the agenda of the Irish revolution.



II. NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION .

1. The repu’bllcan' movement.

A. The national democratic stage of the Irish revolution, which must be
accomplished as.a precondition for the transition to the stage of socialist
revolution, ls embodied in the revolutionary repu”blican struggle to overthrow
the partition -settlement. This struggla represents a very fine arti-imperial-
ist tradition. It is a source of support and strength for th® progressive forces
of the whole world that such a thorn exists in the side of one of the nastiest
and wiliest of the old imperialist powers. In particular and most immediate-
ly , this struggle is a tremendous sourczs of support and strength for the stru-
ggle of the workers in Britain to cverthrow the British imperialist state.

B. The historic task that is being undertaken by the republican movement
today is the same as in the revolutionary civil war of 1922 to 1923. In that
war the consistent progressive national’ st forces were in alliance with the
proletarian revolutionary f orces, who had some initial organisational and
ideological links with Comintern. This revolutionary alliance rejected the
partltion set_‘lé‘ment impoz-. . auring 1921 to 1922 vy British imperialism and
the treacherous 'Free State' scction of the Irish bourgeoisie, and conducted

a revolutionary struggle to defend the integrity of the Irish republic that had
neen declared in the 1916 uprising. Though drowned in bloed and driven )
underground by the Cosgrave 'murder government' of the 1920s with full backing
from British imperialism, the republican movement -has shown that it will con~
tinue to reemergé and keep the struggle alive until such time as the national
aspirations of the Irish people are satisfied.

C. The assessment of the republican movement can best be made in conj-
unction with the assessment of the sirengths and weaknesses of our sister
communist movement in Ireland. During the period 1313 to 1923 the question
of an alliance of the proletarian ravolutionary forczs and the progressive
nationalist forces was always on the agenda, and during the high points of
struggle (the Easter uprising of 1916 and the preparations for it, the 'Black-
and-Tan" war of 1919~1921, the civil war of 1922-1923) this alliance was
cemented in blood. Again In the 1530s, tho Republican Congress saw attempts
to build organisational unity between the republican movement and labour -
attempts in which the Communist Party of Ireland participated. However, the
consolidation of revisionism in the Com:unist Party of Northern Ireland (i.e.
the section of the CPI which survived after the wan was marked by its acCept-
ance of the partition settlement, and consejuently by the decisive sevcrence
of (ts activities from the revolutlonary rer.ublican tradition.

D. Itwas in the context of this revicionist betrayal that the rebirth of the
révolutionary republican tradition in the late 1960s took an overtly antl~comm-
unist form. However, it be~=:ne clear in the early 1970s that what had been
perceived by revolutionary nationalists as '‘communism' had in fact been re-
visionism. The leading organisations of the republican revival were thus,
though initially anti-communist in form, anti- revisionist in assence. (Such

a situation has parqllelsm other countries, for instance in the case of the early
period of PAC.) By placing the central task of the national democratic stage
of the Irish revolution - révolutionary struggle to end partition - back at the
head of the agenda, and winning people for revolutionary struggle , they have
pl-ayed a historically progressive rcle.


http:republlcanrevLv.Jl
http:revisioni.sm

2. Imperialist 'altemativas' and diversicns. : g L L%
: |

A. There is no way that British impearialism can evade the national libsration \J/
struggle of the Insh p\.opl So long as the national question remains unre-
solved, then so lonu g will thp most politically conscious sections of the Irish
pcople b\, drawn towards the revolutionary republican struggle. Imperialism
constantly tries to create diversions and come up with 'alternative' paths to
the solution of the Irish question. The period of political and economic eu-
phoria indiced by the post-war boom culminated in-a spate of talk about rapp~
rochement, convergence, coalescence, and what have you. In the early
1970s this developed into a veritable industry of bright ideas, nostrums,
gimmlcks, 'new peace formulas', ztc., which all boiled down to the same
thing: to divert the Irish people from their struggle.. One by one.they all
foundered on the rock of tho Irish people's national aspirations as embodied
in the on-going republican stryggle. Lo '

B. The most developed form taken by thesc imperialist manoeuvres: -was the
Sunnmgdale agreement of late 1973. This represented the peak of this hist-
orical phase, and its defeat at the hands ¢f the Loyalist strike of May 1374
constituted the correspond”m'cily most rude awakening. That strike was.a -
bitter reminder for the §-county bourgzoisic that the maintenance of their - -
class rule ultimately’ depended on-Orange sectarian fanaticism. Their'dabbling
with more comfortable forms of boumeol rule under the signboard of 'liberal-
isation' thus riskad unleashi mo A counter-revolution: er coup that would en-.’
gulf the whole of Ireland in @ national liberatién war: ‘The Sunn ingdale agree-
ment, the Counctl of Iréland; 'federation’ , and all the other fruits of .that pol-
itical era thus burst like -bubblze in the air, and by the mid-1970s the old
partition stalemate had rgemerged.

C. The Sunmngdaie agre. sment was the nearest Ireland has ever.come to mak-
ing progress towards éven ‘tual reunification (n a-non-révolutionary form under
British neo-colonial ausptces.’ So decisive wdas its failure that it:is difficult
to concelve of any cwcumstanceq where British imperialism could-ever achieve
such a solution, or even come ag near it a second time. Certainly the current
Atkins talks prowdﬁ hardly the faintest echo of the optimism widely expressed
in imperialist c,chles in thHe 3unningdale period.' However, even in the unlikely
event of such a settlument being achieved, it waild still be the fruit.of the
contmued revolutlonary nationalist struggle. It would be a move forcad

upon British meeriallsm - a move whereby it would attempt to cover its retr-
eat, not the fruit of any "succeesful initiative', let alene benevolence, on
its part. '

. D One idea: that wWas Curr: nt durmcY the early 1970s was that as both Britain
and Ireland were entering. ine LEC - where federal institutlons were mcrt.aslngly
to bt establishead, this Would somc‘.OW ease the pa th for imperialism towards

nagotiated r'esolutton of the Irish question. aYQng federal lines. This notion
has proved no less illusory than.any of the other bright ideas that were curr-
ent in that period.

E. A recurring feature of 6-county poliiics has been the calls which are per-
iodically made for the creation of au 'Independent’ 6-county statélet. These
have varied all the way from chauvinist howlings for UDI from Orange back-
woodsmen to the idéa that such a =olicy could be a transition to-a negotiated
settlement in which the 'ind- vendent' 6-county statelst would supposedly
be able to federate with the 26 counties. Those who advocate such-a policy
are confronted with the reality of the nature of the partition settlement, which
established the d-county state entity as.a means of__perpetuéting the opposi-
tion of the Protestant community to Irish national unlty and independence.

It is thus hard to sec how the formation of such an 'independent' statelet
could in any way constitute a progressive step, or ba anything other than a
manoeuvre to bring about stepped-up Orange fascism and counter-revolutionr
ary civil war against the nationalist community who would resist such a 'sol-
ntion'
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F. Whether or not the programmes of particular republican organisations in-
clude proposals for the appllcation of the federal priniple in relation to the
two communities, or the four provinces, etc., is the intemal affair of the
Irish revolutionary movement. Thls question is not to be confused with the
issue of the federal diversions peddled by British imperialism.

[[I. PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION .

(A3 . Proletarian leadership.

A. Besides its significance as a revolutionary national struggle against Brit-
ish imperialism, the Irish pecople's struggle has a furthar significance for us
conmunists in Britain. For this struggle has, for over a century, seen the
participation of the Irish proletariat. At certaln times - notably in the Easter
uprising of 1916 - the proletariat has played a vanguard role, and has taken ’i
the lead in the'revolutionary struggle. Throughout the ensul ng period up to
1923, the proletariat provided much of the backbone of the revolutionary for-
czs. ‘The experience of the Communist Party of Ireland in the 1930s also

saw the development of unity between the proletarian revolutionary forces and
the revolutionary republican tradition. The formation of the Republican Con-
gress, in which the CPI participated, was an attempt to organise those sect-
ions of the latter which were receptive to proletarian ideology and leadership.

B. Just as the revolutionary struggles of the Irish working and oppressed .
paople during the period 1313-1323 were the most historically advanced that
the British Isles have seen, so also was their most notable proletarian leader
the revolutionary of greatest stature who has ever hailed from these tslands.
In his clear conception of the role of the proleter lat in history, in his unfli-
nching leadership of revolutionary insurrection, in his practical grasp of the
relation between national and socialist struggle, in his attempts to build a
proletarian alliance with the downtrodden poor farmers, in his oppositlon to
imperialist war, and not least in his lifelong and straightforward devotion to
the working and oppressed people not only of his own but of all countries,
James Connolly deserves to be ranked as the Lenin of the British Isles. Just
as the Easter uprising brought the vision of armed detachments of the prolet-
ariat before the eyes of the British proletariat in a more immediate way even
than the October revolution in Russia was to do the next year, so also the
. teachings of Connolly brought home the application of revolutionary socialism
to many British revolutionaries long before the teachings of Lenin were current
in this country. Connolly sustained a working relationship with many British
revolutionaries, particularly those on the Clydeside, which:extended over
many years. It was such revolutionaries, many of them of Irish origin, who
were to form the Communist Party of Great Britain. Lenin's declsive endorse-
mant of the revolutionary nature of the uprising led by Connolly was often quoted
with pride by early members of the CPGB as evidence that Leninism confirmed
and summed up the most advanced experience of the proletariat of 311 coun-
tries. Thus Connolly's activities which had made him known, loved and
respectaed by ravolutionary workers on ooth sides of the Irish Sea, played an
incalculable part in the preparation for the foundation of the CPGB as well as
of the CPI.

C.' The culmination of the revolutionary republican struggle to sweep away
tha partition settlament can only occur in the context of unprecedented mass
mobilisation with the prolztariat actively involved. Th2 Irish national bour-
geoisie is deepl y corruptad by its service of British and other neo-colonial
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Interests in the 2% couniies ana comprom:.se with unionism Iln the 6 counties.

ship of the national movement from a relatively early stage, and to move on

The-proletariat can therefore be expected to bear the main burden of leader- %

to the sociallst revolution as soon as national reunification is off the dgenda. :

D. This is all the more the case in the new situation that has arisen in the

26 counties since the late 1970s. For with the beginnings of economlc slump,
thefe has been an upsurge in the economic struggles of the working class,
such as the postal strike and the massive demonstrations against PAYE. These
struggles have been on a scale that has not been seen for decades, if indeed
in the entire history of the area since partition. This unprecedented mobil-
isation of the newly expanded proletariat will profoundly affect the future con-
text of the national struggle and link the culmination of the latt\,r all th2 more
closely with the transition 1o socialist revolution.

E. The fact that the prospe~ts of proletarian leadership in the natlonal demo-
cratic revolution are good doesnot mean that Brltlsh communists should make
their sc solidarity conditional upon the proleta-iat exarcising leadership. On
‘the contrary, it should be supported in any casa even if bourgeois or petty-
bourgeois leadership still holds sway in the revolutionary republican move-
ment.

2. The Protestant working clas:s:.

"'A. The Irish national democratic: revolution will inevitably remain based for
" some time to coms i~ th> aadionallist population. The task of winning over
the Protestant working clasc i.. » long-term ona. This task is not an abstract
one of persuasion and discussion. Still iess is it one of atteampting to hold
back the revolutionary rapublican struggle on the grounds that it would be
sectarian and counter-productive to press on with this struggle without first
waiting until a greater degree Of unity develops 8mong the workers of the 6
counties. Rather, the task is one of oringing revolutionary politics to the fore
in the course of struggle, in such a way as to exterd support for the national
democratic revolution b:eyond,.i'ts present communal ha se. C

B. Such a task has often confronted revolutionary movements, particularly |
in situations wherée imperialism's 'divide and rule' policies have resulted in /
communal antagonisms. To take one example among many, ZANU initially .
faced a situation where there was a markedly communal-element in the basis -
of its support. Did this meka it counter-productive and sectarian to-launch
people's war on the basis o the support it had? On the contrary, it went
ahead and broadened the basis of support for its policigs in the course of
struggle. (This compariso:. isc :'Ln'tended meraly as one prominent example of

an organisation that has successfully broacened its support beyond an initia-
lly largely communal basis; it is no* intendeéd to suggest any broader analogy
+ between the context of communal politics in Zlmbabwb and Ireland.)

C. The regroupings that have characteriszd the.Unionist camp d,_urmg_t'he
past two decades, and -in particular the proiiferation of new mass organisac
~ tions and paramilitary groups during 1969-1974, are all ultimately responses
“to the main force which calls the tune in Irish politics = the revolutionary
republlcan struggle. The ‘2~ that these organisations are organisad speci-
‘fically to defend partltion and the iraperialist cystem which Lt serves cannot
‘preverit the inexorable workings of clase struggle even within these organl-
sations themselves., Where Irish unity i€ not an issue, the class stand of
the Protestant workars has been vary good, as in the case of the strikes of
British-based unions —firemen, lorry-driver s angine Sers ctc. Against such
ra@ background of industrial unity, it is hardly surprising that the reactionary
leadership of the paramilitary. organisations constantly faces the task of try-
ing to suppress any incipient tendency towards class unity with nationalist
workers. -Though such tendencl eés constantly develop, and periodically re-
sult even in contact of sections of the leadership with republican organisa-
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tions, they have so far proved to be flashes in the pan, and have been prom-
ptly suppressed. Their significance should therefore not be magnified. Never-
theless, the contradictions in the Unionist camp which they express could well
be utilised by a strong proletarian ravolutionary party. Only the expeorience
gained by Irish proletarian revolutionaries in the struggle to build such a

party can provide tha basis for initiating the protracted struggle to bring 6-
county proletarian unity and internationalism out of the realm of wishful think-
ing (or at the most the occasional flash in the pan) and into the realm of pro-
grammatic politics.

D. The experience gained by our Irish comrades in the course of handling the
political contradictions existing among the Protestant working class Is in turn
a factor that can immeasuraoly strengthen our solidarity work in Britain. For
actual progress in developing policies for building workers' unity in tha face
of such a terrible situation of 'divide and rule' as exists in the 6 counties
will lend greatly increasced weight and cogency to our calls for proletarian
internationalist support by British workers for the Irish people's struggle.

3. Ireland and world revolution

A. The national liberation movements of the third world have in recent deca-
des been the main force rolling back the influence of imperialism, and are thus
a tremendously progressive force i~ world history. Their gathering strength
has greatly restrictad the freadoin of manoeuvre of the imperialist powers.

This has been staving off the outbreak of world war between the two super-
powers, and thus allowing the world's prograssive forces to accumulate
strength.

B. The Irish people' striggle has made important contributions to the world-
wide national liberation movement. With every moment's pause which the
revolutionary republican struggle has given to superpowear manoeuvrings for
domination in Europe, another moment has been gained for national libera-

tion movements throughout the world to gather force, for socialist China to
consolidate its strength, and for the international proletariat to muster for
revolutionary struggle. And the continuing Irish struggle should certainly make
an intending invader think twice, for any power foolhardy enough to assume the
mantle of British imperiaiism in Ireland inherits along with it a centuries-oid
tradition of national resistance as persistent as that in Afghanistan!

~ C. The superpower which has shown itself best able to retain some freedom
of manoeuvre in the third world is the Soviet Union. For by trading on the

' _geserved prestige it acquired during its socialist period, it is incomparably

better placed to represent itself as a friend of the third world than the US,
whose international standing is now such as to place it largely on tht= defen-
sive politically and strategically. The overall tendency is for the national
liberation movameénts of the world to come into increasing contradiction with
the Soviet superpowear as its true nature becomes clear to them through direct
experiencz. However, in the shorter term, there is an ever-present danger
of the Soviet Union successfully hijacking national liberation movements and
using them t*o further its interests In its inter-imperialist rivalry with the US.
This - dange. zonfronts us with particular force in the new phase of recent
months when intensifled Soviet imperialist expansion has taken place under
the banner of {don't laugh} increased communist 'militancy’.

D. In such a situation, the international Marxist-Leninist movement has to
be Very careful to maintain a balanced view of the national liberation move-
ments. Their world outlook of ravolutionary patriotism has inspired many of
the great progressive movements of recent decades, and can be expectad to
remain for some time to come the outlook predominating in the main component
parts of the world anti-imperialist revolutionary movement. At the same time,
as proletarian revolutionaries we aim: to bring the ideology of the proletariat
to the fore in the course of tha national liberation movement. This not only



prepares the way for the transition to socialist revolution, but also provides
more all-round and sclentific orientation to the national liberation stage than
thé more limited ideology of revolutionary patriotism can ever hope to do -
an orlentation that has been summed up by Mao Zedong in his teachings on
new democracy .

E: The neced for such S(.l-‘nthLC socialist politics and idzology is nowhere
moreg acute than In the case of the national liberation struggles of today, part-
icularly those dlrected against US 'meerialisin_ and its associated imperiali-
sms. For the limited outlook of revolutionary patriotism provides scant re-
sistance against succumbing to the blandishments of the Soviet superpower.
In such a situation, proletarian revolutionary leadership based on Marxlsm-
Leninism is of tremendous importance in preventing more national liberation
movements from going the way of Cur™ and Vietnam. It is a central element

in our anti~Imperialist solidarity with the Irish people's struggle, and our duty
to the world i\'/ifarxist—Lenm Ist movement, to suppart Irish Marxist-Leninists
and other Irish patriots in their exposures of those like the CPI and the Stick-
les (Sinn Fein The Workers'Party, formarly 'Official Sinn Fein') who would like
to sec tha Irish revolution misled into catastrophe, Soviet tanks turn Dublin
Into @ new Prague, and Irzland become a military encampmeant from which the
Soviet Unloiw, could try to terrorise the proletariat and other freedom-loving
people of Western Europe.
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F. Ireland has much in ‘common with the oppressed countries of Asia, Africa’ t'f:‘
and Latin America. It is partly under direct colonial rule enforced by brutal
leltary ocdeupation. The economy of the 26 counties falls into the neo-col-
on lal pattern so famlhar mgt'h“e thgl}d world: for long dependant largely on
wport its industrialisation.of recent decades has tied it closer to imperial-
ism rather than enabled it to break free. Above all the fact that the national
-demogratlc revolution remains on the agenda places the Irish p\,ople s struggle

firmly within the pattem of the terd world ‘struggles.

G. Situated as it is In Westem Europe, the Irish strugglﬂ bnngs national
‘llberatLon struggle into the heart of the 'second world' of declmmg meenal—
‘ist powers. It thus adds a fiercely lndeper_)_de_nt minded eleme_nt to the Europ-
ean political scena, and provides a bridge between second and third world
opposition to superpower dommatLon This puts it in a position to encourage
the further identification of the ‘countries 6f the second world with the third
world in this mtematlonal struggle. Such is the great importance of the con-
tmplng_IrLsh national libération movement, and such is the great political im-
portancecfx ensuring gdthermg support for it throughout Europe. It provides

a vision of the road of national resistance that lies.ahead for the poples of
Eastern and Wastern Europe who are subject to:, or threatened with, superpower
domination and military occupation.

H. Besides its particular importance for the revolutionary movement in Brit-
ain and in Europe generally, the Irish peopla's struggle has also long had
profound imglications "ml US politles. The large and influential Irish commun-
ities in the US have had thz realities of ravolutionary struggle brought con-
stantly before their 2yes since Fenian tim=s and Before, due to the identif-
ication with Irish politics which continues on a wide scale in these commun-
ities.. The support they have traditionally provided for republicanism in Ire-
land has not been an u'hmitigat'ed- blessing, bringing as it sometimes has a
conservative (nfluence to be‘ar' as well as in some cases the'danger of acting
as a lever in US 1mper1ahst manOeuvres to protect its vast investments in
Ireland. W hile there have been problems In the building of unity between the
US Irish community and the nationalities in the US which are more: severely
oppressed, there have been times (notably during the First World War) when
the Irish community has been prominent among the progressive forces in the
‘US. The same goes for the Irish communities in Canada, Australia, and other
countrtes that in Australta having been parthularly drawn to rpvolutLonary

~ struggle. g



I. The Irish struggle has also been a source of encouragement to the national
movements of Indila, Burma and other countries who have had to struggle for
their independence from British imperialism, and who have long lodkad to the
Irish people as allies against thelr comnon oppressors.

J. The Irish peoplé's struggle for national reunification and independence is
thus not. something which holds out revolutionary prospects for the Irish pcople
alone. It is alsco & struggle whose effacts are felt far and wide, and lives
deep in the heart of the downtrodden peoplas of the whole world in thelr stru-
ggles against imperialism, hegemonism and all reaction.

IV. SOME IDEOLOGICAL ISSUES IN THE SOLIDARITY
MOVEMENT. |

1. Onenation or two?.

A. The theory that the two religious communities in .Ireland constitute separ-
ate nations was propounded by imperialist ideologists with the aim of divorc-
ing the British labour movement from the Irish revolutionary republican trad-
ition, which according to this theory is divisive and sectarian as it neglects
the ]uStlfled demands of the Pro testant community for national self-determin-
ation. :

B. This "two nations th sory' , in forms of greater or lesser sophlstlcitxon and
subtlety, has a proven capacity for causing confusion in the progressive r
ranks in Britain. The struggle against it has been waged in and around the
CPGB and its pradecéssors and successors throughout this century a‘s"an in-
tegral part of the struggle to build a solidarity movement with the Irish people's
struggle.,

C. In its pseudo-'Marxist~Leninist' form, this theory distorts the history of
the bourgaois democratic revolutionary movement in Ireland to ‘suggest that
the historical destinies of capitalism in the two parts of Ireland are. separate.
The development of the capitalist productive forces in Ireland thus provides,
according to thls theory, the conditions and nacessity for the formation of
two separate natlon states based on the two' religious communities Wthh are
thus to be seen '3s saparate nations in the 'Marxist-Leninist' sense.

D.', The historical truth, however, is th'it during the period of the formation
of nation states in Western Europe, a revolutlonary struggle for nation-state-
hood was wagad in Ireland which showed, above all in the uprising of 1798,
that the development of capitalism in Iraland ‘provided the ba sis and necessity
Jy»for revolutionary unity between. the two communities. ‘The urban Protestant
’ communities at that time constituted the main force in the bourgenis democrat-
[T\ ic movement. The prospects’of failure or success in this movement depended,
) as the revolutionary leader Wolfe Tone urged, on whather or not they could
“forge unity with the rural insurrectionary forces which were largely Catholic.
Revolutionary unlity between the two communities provided the only path towa-
~ ., rds true independence from Britain, and this remains the case up till today,
as the crucial role of partition in perpetusting the enslavement of Ireland shows.

E. The latent antagonism between the two communities, whose basis origin-
ated in their relationship as settler and native communitias, was deliberately
Kept alive as 2 means of perpetuating British domination in Ireland. It was
kapt alive in an organised way, notably through the Orange Order, to break
the national unity that had developed in 1798. It was particularly intensively

r
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redeveloped in the era of monopoly capitalism, culminating in the Ulster
Volunteer movement under the direct control of sections of the British ruling
class.

F. This antagonism is thus not the result of the forward development of Irish
capitalism. On the contrary, it is a fetter upon the development of the pro-
ductive forces In Irecland - a fetter placed upon them to prevent their further
development threatening British domination. Its instrument is the religious-
communal prejudice which places preservation of the Protestant ascendency
above the Interests of the furthar devalopment of the productive forces. It

is 3 fetter not only upon the prcductive forces, but upon the national-demo-
cratic conscicusness of the Protestant community, blinding it as it does with
the illusory prospect of an altarnative national destiny separate from that of
Ireland. No progress towards democracy, indep2nd:znce and economic dev-
elopment can be made without uniértaking the struggle to end partition. Un-
lonism thus represents precisely the kind of fetter that, according to genuine
Marxism, must be swept away by the national-democratic revolutian..

G. Our solidarity movement would therefore be a complete fraud if we failed
unequivocally to affirm Ireland's national unity. The words 'Ireland one nation'
must be inscribed in beld letters upon th2 banner.cf our solidarity mevenient.

2. The current stage of the Irish revolution.

A. The line that the current staga of the Irish revolution (s one of socialist,
and not of national-demaocratic, revolution has been propagated in the Ireland
solidarity movement in this country by a few individuals in the 1920s and
1930s and by various Trotskyists and others from th2 1930s onwards. Such a
line would have underminad the struggle to build internationalist solidarity
with Ireland as an oppressed nation had it gained widespread acceptance.
However, it has ramainad alian to the genuine revoluticnary tradition in Bri-
tain and has at no time gained widespread acceptance or respect.

B. The currant stage of the Irish revolution is national democratic, and is
eambodied in the revoluti onary republican struggle to overthrow the partition
settlement. It s consaquently crucial for our solidarity movement to affirm

the unity of the Irish natiomidemocratic revelution as an all-Ireland movement.

Y

C. The struggle agalnst partition, and the lmperialist demination which part-
Itlon ensures, obviously has to be carriad out In greatly differing circumstan-
ces in the two state entities, which are defended by separate armed forces
and other state institutions, and which indead have thair own separate polit-
ical suparstructures genaerally. This fact evidently has profound tactlcal im-
plications for Irish revolutionarizs who are faced with building leadership in

a revolution which cannot but assume different forms in the different concrete o
circumstances pertalning in each part. For our solidarity movement to take it
upon itself to assert, howevar, that this fact results in any difference regard-
ing the stage of the naticnal democratic revelution as between the 26 and the

6 countizs would ba quite wrong. That would indicate that wa denizd the all-
Ireland naturz of the national-democratic revolution. It would suggest that

we saw the existence of two Irish questions, not one Irish question. If that
ware the case, our support for the Irish national democratic revolution, and our
affirmation of Irish national unity, would bz a complete sham. W e must avoid
giving the slightest rzason for suspicion that we have tried, by sleight of hand,
to transform recognition of the differing rzalities into recognition of the part-
itlon settlement: The former is a question of whether or not one is a lunatic;
the latter a political question of what ona supports and what one opposes.

D. The fact that the current stage of the Irish revolution is national-damo-

%

|

J1)

e

cratic dictates to us the emphasis of our sclidarity tasks. Our emphasis ’@

should be on solidarity with Ireland as an oppressed nation, and insistance

on its right to reunification and independence. Our work In campalgning on

clvil rights issues, economic struggles, etc., should thus emphasise the
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national quastlon which lies at the root of the oppression of the Irish people,
and should not take up such issues in the 'abstract' without regard to the con-
text of the natlonal liberation struggle.

E. The emphasis of our solidarity In connection with the 26 countizs should
be on thosa developments which favour the development of revelutionary rep-
ublicanlsm. We should not give any cause for susplcion that we place demo-
cratic demands wlthin the 26 counties on a par with the over-riding question
of national independence. We should not, for example, put forward the demand
for separation of church and stat2 in the 25 countles any more than we should
take it upon ourselves to call for the separation of state and religion in the
case of the Khomeiny government in Iran the way the Trotsk/lsts do. The

Irish people have the right to determine their own political system. It is true
that Irish revolutionaries, like revolutionaries sverywher , face the task of
putting forward democratic pelicies that takz the particular problems of min-
ority communitizs into account. But tc put forward such demands in our solid-
arity work in thls country would make the issue of national independence from
Britlsh imperialism less clearcut. Such a course of action coculd only serve
to strengthen the chauvinist prejudice against Irish unity which was histeri-
cally fanned under the demagogic slogan 'Home rule is Rome rule'.

F. Our emphasis in the case of the 6 countles will Include all democratic
demands including that of separation of religious institutions from the state.
For the supprasslon of democracy in the 6 countles, along with the propaga-
tion of the prejudices associated with the Protestant rzliglous Instltutions
therz, occurs under the direct ausplices of the Brit.ish imperialist state with
the aim of perpetuating the partition of Iraland and the imperialist domination
which that partition ensures.

3. Tactics in the armed struggle.

K. Many national liberation struggles have been initially characterised by

a conslderable degrezs of rell@nce on spectacular acts of terrorism (aircraft
hijackings, eye-catching assassinations, etc.) as a principal, or at any rate
a prominant, element in their armed struggle., In certain cases this can pose
political and ideological problems for those in the oppressor countries who
are faced with the task of building intemationalist solidarity with such natlo-
nal liberation struggles.

B. Traditions of individual terrorism 3s an expression of anti-colonlial restst-
ance are deep-rootad in colonised countries. Communists engaged in national
liberation struggles facaz the task of developing this spontanecus form of reb-
ellion Into more effective and organisad forms of mass struggle and people's
war. In doing this, they have drawn on the rich ideological heritage of Mar-
xism-Leninism , which has 3 long history of polemic against the idealistic and
individualistlc notions of struggle with which petty-bourgeois ideology con-
tinually infects the world's revolutionary struggles.

C. Progress In the adoption of the tactics of people's war by a naticnal li-
ber ation struggle has the by-product of making it more straightforward polit-
lcally and ideologically to bulld internationalist solidarity for that struggla

In other countries. Howeaver, there is no way Iln which a solidarlty movemant,
least of all one in the oppressing country itself, can intervene directly to
hasten this praogress in the liberation strugglz - much 3s some of those ang-
aged in solidarity work mlght wish it were possible! For such political and
ldeological struggles can only be conducted in accordance with the objective
laws governing the revolution in the country concerned - laws which can only
be grasped by integrating theory with the practice of revolution in that country.

D. In Ireland, there is a centuries-old tradition of individual terrorism as an
expression of resistance to British rule. This tradition has been inherited’
by the republican movement. The main republican organisations still rely to
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3 certain extent upon the spectacular acts characteristic of that tradition.
Comrades in Britain frequently face political and idzological problems in pro-
moting Ireland solidarity as a rasult of some of these actions - problems which
have peen particularly severe in cases where such actions have taken place

in Britain and have Injuredor killed workers. However, we should not allow
this fact tc tempt our organisation into trying to conduct facile beginners’
coursas in Marxism-Leninism for Irish republican organisations. To do this
could only associate the name of 'Marxism~-Leninism' with the chauvinist
chorus of British imperialism, and would be doubly contemptible in view of
the extramaly limited activity so far undertaken by British Marxist-Leninist
organisations regarding Irzland solidarity. The struggle for the hegemony of
proletarian politics and ldeclogy in the Irish revolution is the task of Irish
revolutionaries, just as the progressive abandonment of aircraft-hijackings by
Palestinian liberation organisations was the fruit of thdr own pollitical and
ideclogical davaelopment, not of the advice of outsiders.

E. Proletarian revolutionaries in Irzland, then, face the task of overcoming

the negative aspects of tha continuing influence of the traditions of individ-
ual terrorism on the republican struggle - an influence which reflects the
petty-bourgeois class basis of much of the movement's leadership. Though
this tradition runs deep in that struggle, traditions of mass struggle with which
it is a mora straightforward t ask for us to build internationalist unity run deep
in it as well - traditions which reflect the prominent part that has been played
in that struggle by the proletariat. Upon such foundations, proletarian revo-
lutionaries in Ireland will certainly be ablas to build a party which can bring
into play the revolutionary politics and ideology developed by Marx, Lenin
and Connolly.

F. The fact that this Is a task that rests strictly on the shouldars of Irish,
and not of British, revolutionaries, does not mean that we in Britain should
guiltily hlde our Marxism-Leninism under a bushel every time the question

of solidarity with the republican struggle comes up. On the contrary, Irish
Marxist-Leninists have 3 right to expect us not only to show ourselves the
most effective and reliable force in the Irecland solidarity movement in Britain,
but also to uphold Marxism-Leninism in the course of doing so. Thiscan all
play a small part in encouraging Irish revolutionariecs who look around the
world to be drawn towards Marxism-Leninism as an ideology which has some-
thing to offer to oppressed people in struggle. In this way, we can make our
own contribution as an extarnal factor - along with vastly more significant
factors such 1s the example of the Chinese revolution - in supporting Irish
Marxlst-Leninists in their struggle for the hegemony of proletarian ideology
and tactics in the revolutionary ranks in Ireland. Any progress made by Mar-
xism-Leninism in Ireland in that respect can in turn greatly assist us in our
solidarity work, which is such an important eclement of the revolutionary move-
meant for proletarian class emancipation in Britain. In such ways, the Marxist-
Leninist movements in the two countries support each other's struggls, and
indead the struggles of the international Marxist-Leninist movement through-
out the world.

4. Cooperation of British and Irish revolutionaries.

A. Actual coordination of British and Irish revolutionary forces is becoming
an increasingly urgent item on the agenda as British imperialism steps up

its own coordination of its counter-revolutionary estapltshment tn the ¢ cuun=
ties with its preparations to suppress the struggles of the workers in Britain.

B. The historical experience of proletarian revolutionary organisations from
many countries shows that many of their best elements have been from among
workers from minority nationalities. This was certainly the case in the CPGB
in its revolutionary period, when many of its best members ware of Irish origin.
We can safely predict that the party we aim to rebuild will include a large
proportion of workers from minority nationalities. Thosa of Irish origin will
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constitute a direct link betwsen the British and Irish parties, which will
indeed be sister parties.

C. The historical experienca of trying to build a single soclialist organisa-
tion for Britain and Ireland has been a negative one. In the most prominent
case, namely the Indepandent Labour Party in the early years of this century,
the project bzcame associatad with anti-Irish chauvinism existing among
Protastant workers, and was an obstacle to the development of proletarian
leadership in the Irish people's anti-imperialist struggle.

D. With the subsequent partition settlemant, the project to build a section
of the British revolutionary party in the 6 counties would of course have had
the affect of giving endorsement .to British imperialism's 'divide and rule'

policy. It was thus rightly never contemplated by the CPGB.

E. The argument that the position has now changed due to the failure of the
struggle to achieve success for some time is a chauvinist reversion to the

idea that natives neaed sorting out if they are unable to sclve thelr own prob-
lams. Marxism-Leninism by contrast places no time-limit on the Irish people's
strugglz, which is bound to achieve ultimate success.

F. The exchange of experience which the zarly CPGB and its predecessors
conductad with Irish revolutionaries was an unequal one; for the more adv-
anced nature of the Irish people's struggle meant that British revelutionaries
had most of the leaming to do, and the Irish most of the t:aching. It hardly
neads saying that strengthening our ties with the Irish Marxist-Leninist move-
ment today will be a Factor that will 2nable us to developthepolitical and
ideological strength of our Ireland solidarity work by leaps and bounds.

G. At the same time, the fact that Irish Marxist-Leninlsts are in a position
to giveus a good l2ad on many g testions dozs not absolve us from our resp-
onsibility to develop our own self-reliant ideological and political strength

in fulfilling our solidarity tasks. No lezad we recelve from Ireland can func-
tion as tablets of stone which we have merzly slavishly to follow without
furthar alaboration. For Ireland solidarity in Britain has its cwn laws of de-
velopment and its own tempo which require us, in our work to reouild a prolet-
arian leading centre, to exercisz our own Initiative in the concrata conditions
of the class struggle in Britain in such a way as to carry that solidarity for-
ward as best we can in the context of our overall work.

H. An example cf tha different 'tempo’ of our work from that of Irish Marx-
ist-Leninists is that, as this document illustrates, the main emphasis in our
work s to campaign for the Irish people's right to reunification and liberation,
i.2. to support the currant, national democratic stagc of the Irish revolution
in the course of 3 struggle 3gainst British imperialist chauvinism. We may
weall find that the Irish comradzs arz 3t this stage concentrating more on cam-
palgning for recognition of tha interzsts of tha proletariat as a class, and
thus engaged in polemic with, say, particular repunlican organisations.
Blindly to follow thelr tempe might in such a case give rise to the misappre-
hension that wa fzll ite the Trotskyist trap of making our solidarity condit-
ilonal upon proletarian leadership of the revelutionary forces, or, worse, the
chauvinist path of claiming theright to step in and refute claims made by
particular republican organisations to be proletarian revolutionaries.

I. Coordination of our political and ideological struggles may at times be
particularly close in view of the fact that we have many opportunist oppone-
nts in common , from the Lahour Party, which has a Northern Irezland section
(the NILP) to many union bursaucracics which are active in both countrics,
and from the Bainzitzs to BICO.
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Conclusions: THE WwAY FORWARD FOR IRELAND SOLIDARITY IN BRITAIN .

A. This document raflects the early stage of our involvement in building
Ireland solidarity, a stage which has so far been limited to study of available
literature, discussions among ourselves, attendance at a few demonstrations,
attempts to sustain some coverage of Irish affairs in our newspaper, eic.

Qur organisation has at an earlizr stage taken a decision to make Ireland
solidarity one of its main priorities. Yet we nevertheless falled as an organ-
isatlon to provide anything like the kind of leadership necessary for this work.
As a result, we lost the majority of those of our membgars who were engagad "
in Iraland _solidarity work. One of our tasks in uniting Marxist-Leninists in
Britaln into a single organisation will thus ba to win back such comrades by
showing that w2 sincerely mean to rectify our past errors and leamn from our
mistakes. Such comradas are sorzly missed at this time when we are confr-
onting the issuz of Ireland solidarity with such a limited amount of experi-
ence by our organisation in this field.

The fact is that we are for some time to come going to be unable to set
up a unit specifically for Ireland solidarity work. Taking this work further
will thus have tc be done by weaving it in among the other party-building X
tasks throughout which our extremely limited cadra resources have to be = -
spread. In this slituation, wea are unlikely to be able to take a qualitative
leap forward for the moment, but we should alm at the following short-term
objectlves:-

1) Initial involvement in some practical solidacity work. W e have already

been able to exercise somz llmited initiative in integrating Ireland solidarity ><
work with our work In the anti-racist struggle, which is for the moment con-
Stderably more advanced. In our cultural work we have drawn heavily on the

Irish tradition of rebel songs. Every bit cf experiance which we are afforded

by such limited involvement will stand us in good stead when we reach the

stage where we can launch an Ireland solidarity unit.

2) Building unity with tha Irish Marxist-Leninist movement. Much of this
document will probably appear naive in the extreme to Irish Marxist-Leninists,
and we should begin to leam from their views, analyses and crlticlsms as .
scon as we can. Therz can be no doubt that this wlll result in a breakthrough
in our political and ideological strength in building solidarity.

3) Continuing investigation and study in an organised way. Further thorough
invastigation and study of the Iraland solidarity movenient and its history in
this country is essential if we arz genuinaly to apply the method of Marxism-
Leninism and not biind empiricism, V.2 should zxplore the possibility of

B g X 2
gstablishing a study group which can do some groundwork preparatory to our
astablishment of an Irelardsolidarity unit. Such a group could also bear the
prime responsibility for coverage of Irish affairs In our press, and if possible
publish theoretical studies as well.

These three short-term aims should be regarded as preparmtory to a madium-
term aim to astablish an Ireland solidarity unit within ocur organisation.

This documant should be rzgarded as strictly provisional. When we have
made some progress with the above-mentioned short-term aims, we should
review it with the Intention of making it more truly programmatic on the basis
of further involvement and invastigation. In this way we can work stsp by
step towards a programme for Ireland solidarity in Britain - a progmmme which
willl be a cruclal component of our programmea for soclalist revolution in Bri-
tain.
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PROGRAMMATIC RESOLUTION ON IRELAND SOLIDARITY,

A. The revolutionary anti~imperialist struggle for national reunification and
Independence belng waged by the Irish people under the banner of republic-
anism ls a tremendous source of strength and support for the world's progr-
essive forces, in particular for the struggle for socialist revolution in Brit-
ain. It [s our proletarian internationalist duty to bulld solidarity with this
struggle.

B. The Irish people today face more sustalned and developed forms of fasc-
ist suppression by the British imperialist state than those yet faced by the
workers of Britain, and have In turn bullt more advanced methods of resist-
ing it. The fate of sociallst revolutionary struggle in Britain today is inex-
tricably linked with the Irish national liberation struggle, just as the stru-
ggles of the British people for democracy and for socialism have for centu-
ries had close links with the Irish pesople's struggle for freedom.

C. The partltion of Ireland was imposed oy British imperialism by armed
force to maintain its domination by severing the industrial centres from the
rest of Ireland and thus greventing the development of a genulnely independ-
ent Irish aconomy and soclety. Partition has never been accepted by the
majority of the Irlsh people. Besldes serving as a fetter upon the develop-
ment of the productive forces, partition perpetuates the antagonism of the
Protestant community cf the 6 countles towards the rest of the Irish nation -
an antagonism systematically cultivated oy British imperialism to break the
national unity that was born in the period of rising capitalism In Ireland.
Thi s antagonism has had a catastrophic effect on the Irish labour movement
and all other progressive forces in Irish soclety. Only the overthrow of the
partitlon settlement holds out the prospect of progress towards democracy,
communal raconcillation and genuine esconomic and political independence
from British imperialism. Our key task is thus to build internationalist sol-
idarity with the revolutionary struggle to overthrow the partition settlement.

D. The struggle to overthrow the partition sattlement and achieve national
reunlfication and independence is the content of the present stage of the

Irish revolution - the natlonal-democratic stage. Whatever the differences

of conditions and tasks faced In the two state entitles existing under the part-
Ition settlement, the natlonal democratic revolution is by lts nature a single
one at a single stage throughout Ireland. For us to take [t upon ourselves to
suggest that the revolution is at different stages In the different parts of Ire-
land would thus be to undermine solidarity for the national-democratic revo-
lution.

E. British Imparialism constantly puts forward policies which aim to divert
the Irish peopla Into the search for 'solutions' to the Irish question which do
not involve national-democratic revolution. The period of economlic boom
induced by the massive wave of investment by British and also increasingly
by other tmperialist capital led to a zuphoric political climate In the =arly
1370s in which such nostrums were two-a-penny. But all these attempts have
foundered on the rock of the on-going national liberation struggle. In our
solidarity work we must expose the true nature of these | mperialist schemes
to the British working class and oppose any tendency in the solidarity move-
ment to obscure thelr diversionary essence.

F. The proletariat ls the most stalwart anti~lmperialist force in Ireland, and
has at important phases of the revolution played a consclous leading role,
notably during the years 1913-1923. In the revolutionary teachihigsiand activ-
ities of James Connolly, above all in his leadershlp In the Easter uprising of
1916, Irish working class struggles bromghtdorth - the greatest achleve-
ments of scientific soclalism, both in theory and In practice, that the British
Isles have seen in this century. The political experience that has been and
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is belng gained by the Irizh werkliy ¢lass in the course cf this struggle ¢
places it in a good position from which to move forward from the completion
of the national-democratic stage of the revolution to the next stage - that of
sccialist revolution.

G. A key factor for us in developing our political and ideological strength in
building Ireland solidarity is to strengthen our unity with tha Irish Marxist-
Leninist movemant.

H. The natiznal=democratic revelution in Irzland can be expectad to remain
foe g 2img to come based almost entirzly in the natlonalist community.
Whilst camaesils nepios Go cwivancac (o the task of bSuilding werkers' unity

In the 6 counties, w2 must not stipulatesucii Unity ~va a pracond.ilion for our
solidarity with the Irish national demccratic revolution, let alonz try to inter
vene ourselves in an attempt to lmpoesa such unity from the outside. Such
unity can only b2 developed in the course of the struggle by Irish prolstarian
revoluticnaries to build a revoluticnary party of the working class In Ireland.

[. Non-pruletarian classes involved in the struggle against British imperial-
lsm currantly tend to exercise overall political and ldeclogleal dominance in
the revolutionary ranks at this stage of the national-democratic revolution.
We sheuld not allow this fact to lead us to adopt a superior attitude with re-
gard tc the tactics often adcpted under the political and ideolegical influence
of these cppressed classazs., V hilst welcoming the development of hegemeny
of the prcletariat and its politics, idcology and tactics in the Irish struggle,
we must avolid giving the impression that spch hegemony is a precendition for
our sclidarity.

]. The Irish paople's struggle has long had a powerful influence on the devel-
opment of the national liberation movemeants of many countries, and lives

é.cp in the heart of the downtrodden pecples of the world. In the intematio=
na. situation of tcday, it has great importance as 3 bridge betwean the anti-
hegemonic struggles of the second and third worlds, bringing as it do2s the
reallties of national resistance struggle befcre the eyes of the peoples of
Eurcpe who are under, or threataned with, superpower domination anc milit-
ary gecupation. We must build solidarity with all patriotic forces ir Ireland
whe are opposad to the twg superpowers, particularly the Scviet Un.on, which
is tie more insidicus c¢f the twe and which has designs on Ireland as a possi-
ble base from which to threaten Northern Europe from the West.

K. The short-term alms of our Iraland solidarity work are: some ini:ial invol-
vement in practical solidarity werk; building unity with the Irish Marxist=
Lenin{st movement; and continuing investigation and study In an organised
way. Thase policies are preparatory to cur middle-term aim of giving organ-
isational form to our Ireland solidarity work. Our long-term aim must be to
show oursalves the most stalwart upholders of the great historical tradition
of solldarity between the struggles of the working and oppressed peoples of
Britain and Ireland.
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