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Our Portususse Marxiet-Leniniet comrades have Jjust published in
their review Revolution pocpulairs (People's Feavolution),a basic theo-
retical document dealing with the development of the class astruggle in
Portugal. It is a syetematical and a very forceful critiqua of the
reviaionism of Alvaro Cunhal, the principal lsader of the revisioniast

party.

Tha document is entitled "Class Strugzle or Unity of All Honeat
Portugussa”™, We are publishing in this article scme significant ex-
cerpta from the first chapter of that critical study.

Class Struggles or "Unity of All Honsst Portugusass"” (First articls of
the oritigues of "Toward the Victory ).

About & ¥ear ago Alvaro Cunhal presanted his report entitled
"Poward the Victory" at a mesting of the Central Committes of the
Portugusss Communiet Party. It was a long atudy which was publishad a
few months later in the form of & brochure and was distributed widely.

It was not the firet time that Cunhal outlined eyatematically
his concapta of the Portuzuess revolutlon. Hovever, what mads this
report particularly interssting was the fact that in contrast to the
previous report ites purpose w=s to defend the line of "natiomal
uprising” againat the accusationa of rightiet leaning.

Indesd, for many years Alvaro Cunhal was abls to presant his
ideas as a sincers effort to apply Marxism-Leniniem to the national
conditions, becauss there was no organized opposition except on hie
right. Thus in 1946 he outlined systematically for the first tims the
lins of Unity in opposition to the "policy of transition” which at
that time was defendesd by the liquidating current of Julio Fogaca,
Padro Socares, Joao Rodrigusz, and others, Later on, in 1961, he for=
mulated and developsd ths lins of "national uprising” as a retort to
the "Pacific esolution” which wae inventsd by the ultra-rightists who




deminated the Party at the time, who lsd amin Fognca, Pedro Scarsa, ete.

Totay Cunhal is flghiing publicly for the firet time and without
regarvation, not amminat the right wing but agminst the left wing. Whils le
declares that the "dogmat!ism” and the “lartiss"” are the principal darygars
in the Pertugeeee revolutlcnary movemant,; he 1o foroed to reveal mors
claarly his rafcrmist and oportunist pointes af review,

His illusicna concerning the Unity with libermal boursscisie, his
atandonmant af tha profound interests of the casses of vorkars in citlies
and rural areas, his calsalon of the objectives of conquest of the
political power by the proletariat are ths same a8 20 yYears ago. Howevsr,
vbat is new 1o the olarity with vhich he declores his opposition to the
prpular aot]-fasciet wprlsing, to the kegemony of the proletariat, and
to the satablishment of & popular demscratic power, to the reveolution of
Fortusal. The cpportunism of Cunhal losss 1ts 1nftial apontanslty and
tranaforns {tsslf mapldly into an elaborates, consclous, mature phonomencn.
That 18 what makea the report "Towmrd the Vietery™ imporiant aod indicate
that Cuntal's reforaism has entersd 1ts jericd of decline (,..).

Doana the Proletariat Have or Not the Right to Wark Out Tts Own Class Lined

The traditicmal Beaafla of the opportunime in tha Portugusss
Favolutlamry Movassnt im tha asgEtlon of the correct interest of the
prolatariat and - under the pretext of Irmedists and cozmon tasks - the
fusleon of {te Interests with thoss of the radlcal bourgsclsle and ths
ebtandormant of {ta stretagic objlectives. The result of such action 1a
ot opportunlom makea the clalmg of the closs of mameal workers dsvodd
of thelr revolutiomary potantial and trannforms them Iinte inoffensive
"democratic” and "maticnal" demands of “all the people”, thus putting
tha proletariat 1o tke pecvios of such or such & fmotion of tha
Lourgealialae,

Woat makes preclsaly Alvaro funhal oos of the moot brilliant
dlaciplea af the Poriugusas opportunist school who descend from thsa
aceinliats of the XIX Contury Is the parfection which he has reached
in the art of cenfounding the interasta of the prolstarist with thoas
o thae radical bourgacisies. BErF wing em & pretaxt ths urgency of the
immediate political tasks and the nmatissal interests in overthrowing
the fascist dletatoraklp, Alvaro Cunkal kap worked out - instead of &
Marzlet apalynla of the class ptrusgle and af the definitien af the
cerreet intersnata of the prolestarist - a lines of FHatiomal Unity which
parved bim as &4 cover for the gradual subordination of the intaresta
of tha proletariat %o thooe of the bourgecisie.

For two dacades tke line of the Portuasueds Cooounist Party was
tapnd only on the principles of Unity of all homeet Portususae
apainat Salarar, with the argument that it vas & means to spasd wp the
ovarthrow of tha fasclot dictatorohip and a cordition for the futurs
progms of the popular movement. That 18 how 1t was possible te plungs
the Forty iato marraov &nd steriles sapirisa vhich 1a reflectad clearly
in the reportes and othsr docimonta of the lsaderahip of the Party and



vhich allowa all the opportuniet trende of the right and of the "laft”
to develop without obataclesn. '

That is how ths workera wars frusiratsd in their afforts %o
achisve victory, ths workers who aftar a harsh experience of class
struggles undar ths morarchy and undsr the repubtlic succesdasd in ths
Thirties and Fortles to orpanize thelr Cozmunist Party as a datachment
designed to fight capitalisa. By considsring ths resistance of the
Eilitant FParty membere who trisd to defond the clase charmcter and
class revolutiomary objectives of the Farty ms "labor right" and
“mactarian”, Alvaro Cunhal and his asscciates tried to remova from the
gonaciouanese of the cpprescsd massea the hats of the bourgeoisis,
the spirit of wviellance of the class with regard all the exploiters,
the profound aspirations tovards prolstarian revolution, socialism
and communism, and to et agnineat the class consciocusnesa theilr sacro-
sanct Ratiomal Unity, send thus turnsd the Portugueas Communist Party
into a radical party of the claea of manusl vorkera.

But Fears have paasod and the practicel srperisnce bezan to
raveal that the lins of Unity, instsad of spesding up the fall of the
dictatorship = a@ Cunhal promiaed that 1t would happen =, sorved only
to prolong ite life. The revolutionsry workers, who found thamselves
on asveral occasions under the leadership of redicael bourgecisie and
&y that thelr chisfa wers dominated by the apirit of ccllaboration of
tha clasess, by pacifieom, by legallem, basgan to ceass o beliswe in
the wirtuss of the Unity and %0 seak some othar orientation in the
confusion.

Colonial uprisings and popular movements of 1951-62 were
& great school for the coccmunleta and for all the workers whose ccn-
sciousnsse wap awvskened by the revelation of their strength, of thelr
chjectivea, of their trus allies. Sinoe 1951-62 new vistas began to
open to the labor movement. Incressinzly broader strata of revolu-
tlonary workers bepan to understand that 1t ia the Unity which emamg-
culatea the antl-fasciet atrusgle and that thelr struggla, far from
requiring limitations of their class demands, could on the contrary
bocome frultful only throush such derands. Many comunist militant
members began to understand that the Party cannot lead the proletariat
in their imsadiate tasks 1f it dees not study sariously the claas
Btruggle which takes place 1a our scciety,1f 1t doee not distinguish
the interests of the proletariat from theas of all tha other classes,
if 1t dose not determine the objectives and stazos of the revolutien.

Cunhul wvas kit by a wave of criticiem in the last years, and
this vave became & storm when he fasusd the ultrs-opportunist text
entitled "Prospects of Natlonal Strugzle” in 19602, He realizasd then
that it wvas not possibles any more to continue to make the Party accerpt
his concept of an “Oppoaitionism® which wvas alien to the clase strugzazle.
By publishing that text he tried to save his lins, veing abundant
Marriat tarmineclgy and mentioning certain clase contradictions in
ordor to support his thesis of "democratic end national revelutien".

When read for the firet tims, the taxt succesds indesd to



mialead the militant membars who were not scountomed to such & profusion
of roferences to the clannes,; to the siages of the revolution, snd to
the alliances. But 41 we 8%tuly the taxt, we dlscover the old opportunim
bebind the “revelutiocnary"” phraseolosy and realize that this pompous
"political line end tactice of the Farty during the pressat atage of ths
ravolutden” {8 only & new sditdon of thes old lins af Und&r.

In his roport "Toward the Victory™, Alvara Cunhal does not
atart from o Morxlaet emalyels of the cloas strugzls in Fortugal In ordwr
to infer fram it the Party line. He does Just the opposlts: be starts
From & political 1isns vihleh wna satablished {n advatncs in an enpirical
manner From the lins of Naticoal Unity (which im disguissd today under
tha terma of “dessoratic and naticoral revoluticn”) and he sseks to Justify
1t by means of a dlstorted analyele of the clase atruggle.

It ip undoubtedly corract to concentrats the Tire of eriticie
en the great moncopalist bourgecisie and an the heldars of large sstates
who conatitats tha princifal fraction of ths natiomal bourgeolales and iha
principal snomy of the proleiariat and of ths peachle At the pressnt
ptage. It 48 the rlaght thing te 4o to aoalyss LWy oeans of Tigares, &
the roport dess, the role of priveis companies and financlal groups,
the concentration of largs sstaten, and the imperialist pesstreticn in
the nationel eoonoay, by claining that in the pressnt e tuwstion thera -
e 'h:-.r-:'ll[ a dorsn of monopolist groups, a fev hundred biz oninte
holders, and forelgn Ingerislien™ which sxzplolt and oppress the Gountry
(pnge 5, "hardly” wndarlined by we), by failing to mention the atrength axd
tho intersats of the other strata of uwrban and rural bourgeloals, by
rnin'mizing the rols of the workirg peasent and cslonisl peopls in the
pragant clopy atrucels, Cunhel marscea finally to conceal the rature
of the capltalist society in Portuml, the multiplicity of contradictions
with wklch the proletariat is confrented, and to disguiss the real
Interanta of the prolstariat whick are not common to any of the other
clanmai .,

In this way Cunhal mergss tbhe interssts of the prolstarist
in the unlsa of antl-ruscipst forces by affacing the diffsrences and
cantradictione which exiat betwssn the vorious clasees vhich are
deminatad by the monopely, by tha big satates boldars, apd by forsign
inparialism, ¥o doos not stata clesrly that there are twe gonflicting
linss in the antl-fasclet eirugels, ramsly the revoluticnery lins of
tha proletariat and the reformist line of liberal bouwrgeclals, and .
ka fallad to mentlon that 1% l1s necepsary for the proletariat to taks.
tha control of the struggle end to gain politisml power, whiah is
tha anly way to cresh definitsly the blg bourgecisis and big satats
holdars and aXpel Imparialism.

At tha momant whan tks Pertugisss bhourgsolisis tries laborlously
te find & way to nodernite the lnstitutiona and to re-anforece ite
dictatorakip, Cunhal offara it an insst!makls suppert by reducing all
ths claga contradictiona to the contradietisn which opposss s handful
af meacnolists [mappocstsd by forsien ieperisliem) and big satats
boldera to the masas of the population™. Tt 18 a sdtls vay to abandon
undar the pratext of critiques of the blg bourgsolsie the critique of



Portuguese capitalism and to juzgle away the correct intereats of the
proletariat and its revolutionary tasks in the present situation.

To sum up, the mission to which Cunhal consecrates himself in
his report is to conceal (as, incidentally, he always did in the past)
the fact that in Portugal there exists a principal and decisive class
contradiction, the contradiction detwoen the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie, and that the task of the Communist Party is to act in
a revolutionary manner in order to solve this contradiction and to
replace the bourgeois dictatorship with the dictatorship of the
proletariat, to replace capitalism with socialism.

All the stages which the Portuguese revolution must go through,
starting with the stage of the overthrow of the dictatorship of Salazar,
can be overccome victoriously only if they are inserted in the perspective
of that great class struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie
vhich constitute the Portuguese society of today. To conceal this fact
is to conceal from the proletariat its interests, to detract it from its
tasks, to help the bourgeocisie to prolong its dictatorship in a new
form., That is what leads us to state that the report "Toward the
Victory" sanctifies Alvaro Cunhal es one of the most remarkabdle
Portuguese reformistsof all times, as a defender of the interests of
the bourgeoisie in the bosam of the proletariat,
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