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WHY THE DISUNITY.
'/ AMONG MARXIS T-LENINISTS: 2.

% There is widespread agreement that party ‘building is the central task of Msrxist-
Leninists and cless -conscious workers ,today, not because ccmmunlsts have. declargd it so,
but because objective conditions demapd it. And yet the movement to build a genuine party
continues to be riddled with . splits, small-circle mentality, opportunismt sectarianism,

..,and, all forms,of amateurishnesst_ We believe that one of the fundamental reasons for the
disunity among the honest forces in the communist movement can be traced to the effects
wof the split in the working class, -- between a bribed, upper stratum and the. mas?es of
workers, who receive relative privileges from the spoils of US imperialism. S Bl

P Since the total consolidation of revisionism within the CPUSA there, have been num=
erqus, e#forts b; revolutionaries to build. a new communist. party, a genuine venguard of
the working class. Without such a .party,. the working ‘class and its sllies, particulsrly
in the national movements, - are without the only leadership that can guide. them in their
daily struggles against capitalist. exploitction and oppression, in preventing imperialist
.war, and making socialist reyolution,. The danger. of a third world war is no empty, threat--
it has its basis in the world-wide contention between the US and its .eocial- imperielist
rival _the USSR, for markets, raw materials, and cheap. labor. At the same time, the .cap-
1talist ruling claﬂs is stepping up its attacks on the masses of working people and, op-
préssed nationalities as the.general crisis of capitelism 'grows. deeper. . More and more,
relatiye privileges are being withdrawn., In some strategic. industries (coal,. steel), rank .
.and file movements are emerging spontaneously against these attacks and in opposition to
the re‘ormist trade union leadership, Clearly, the objecLive conditions are overripe.
for 19adersh1p, in the form of a genuine communist party. And yet, twenty years have gone
bys;2nd, a. succession of groupings.have declared themselves 'the party', but the vast ma j-
o;ity of the worklng class remains; ynder bourgeois influence and leadership. Why? ;

. In the MLC ] reeently puulished pamphlet 'Proletarisn Revolution and the Split in
the Working Class', we said:. "Tac¢ fact, that there has been no. thorough analysis to date
of the split in the US working class is evidence of the strong influence of revisionism
., among Marxist-Leninists.'" (p 1): Revisionicm (the revision of, the philosophical,. economic,
';and political foundations of revolutionary Marxism and the substitution of bourgeois:
theories: of class conciliation) and opportunism (i he sacrificing of the long term, and.
_vital interests of the proletariat to the momentary, passing, secondary 1nterests) have
" found fertile soil in the_US.. Why? The unchallenged hegemony of the US after World War I1
rresu-lted in the, development of a large pett;-bourgeoisie and a bribed upper stratum with-
in, the working clags. This has been accompsnied by the existence of relative privileges,
given the masses of workers in the form of greater economic, social,  and political rights
than those workers in the colonies and oppressed nations, Small wonder that the bourgeois
“ideology, of class collaboration,. reformism. and oppertunism has infested the rapks of the
. workers and the commupist movement. Amongst Marxist- Leninists there is a 1ack of: under-
,standing " of the split in the working class and the effects of the split. The MLC, contends
- that this split in the working.clags has. played an importsnt role in holding back the
movement to build the party.the: ptoletariat
so desperately needs. What is some of the % What's Inside
evidence of this? ;

i ! *éM Demand Healthy snd'Safe‘ﬁorﬁing Cond-~
; First, it is evident in the fact that .l itions
party building is not being pursued with. - *Land Question in the Oppressed Black Nation
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real proletarian seriousness and discipline by many Marxist-Leninists. Let's take the
tquestion of the importance of theory, and the need to unite Marxist-Leninists in fhe form-
ulation of political line, to take shape in a draft party programme. How, concretely,
are Marxist-Leninists to be united? Clearly, through many forms -- through joint theor-
etical and practical work in bi-lateral meetings, forums, the building of communist cores
at the workplace and in unions and mass organizations. And yet, the development of pol-
itical line and the unity of Marxist-~Leninists remains at a relatively low level. There
is a strong tendency towards individualism and competitiveness between organizations. What
is at the basis of this disunity? Genuine, principled differences? 1In some cases, this
is certainly the case, but .on the whole, we think there \is 'another reason. Let's look
at the status of polemics between groups. The reason for polemics in the first place is
totey toldraw definite-limes: of démarcation--- to unite theose who.uphgld Marxism~Lenin-
«~ismj and:to break withirevisionism. Is.this what polemics. are.accamplishing in the caom-
“rmunist: movement today?  There are veams. of polemics, and sgme pf them.are right on q@e
mark in exposing:opportunigm and breaking with bourgeois.ideqlogyys ,In par:icular, .pol-
[ﬂemics exposing  the right opportunism of OLs. pagty buil@;qg.gfgqpps_qnd,theﬁfleft _oppor-
“nunism of :PRRWO~RWL, have-clarified numerous questions.for the, movement.. But have these
" polemies then berused .to unite: thosa1who stand ,in oppesition tq- incorgect lines? Has the
question of.the program been. introduced into .the polemics, as Lenin.advised it myst, in
order to draw Marxist-Leninists together? TFor the most part, this has not happened In
-nifact ; ssome~polemics have been turned into their. opposite.;:They haye become subjective
exercises:thativaise phony.issues, ard then fiercely demolish their mythicgl.oppgnents,
vioriraise tactical questions te;the level of principle. ; (One example of what we  think has
“'been constructive, principledeolem;cs,_with the goal of uniting Ma;x;s; Leplnists, has
Ebeth&FR s recentpolemic wiih ATM in Resistance, Vol 8 #]: §,2) The. very; fact  that this
: '¢Hildish nonsense:can;go -on-and om;hag been due to the. re;qxive pr}vilegqg and[the exis~
.teﬁnev@f ibelirgeois- dembcratxclﬂteedom,.unknown in the oppressed natiens: and colonies.:
+Theifact thatthesé relative priyileges-are being withdrawn as.US imperiailsm goeg .deeper
~Lntb'erisis,,and the bourgeoisie moves ever mo;e guickly: Eggﬁ!ﬁf_fffg}st rule has;not:
. been accompaniegd-by a.real;chauge in the Sijective factor. The urgency_q?Thﬁ need for
v lepadershipl imsthe preoletarian mevepent has been.clouded over by the,inflpence of. boprgeois
.,:idanlogy|$n the: ranks; of; communists:and. ClnBS—”Onu610US workers.. Ihe;fact that; the,work-
ingi class in:the US is.mot under a rejign of.ap,open, fascist dictatorahip, bu,t ~:|.nstead

rfllvesrurierrcanstanh bombardment - by bopxgeois propaganda, propping, up; the; bniherylapd
-i  relativeiprivileges. ‘resulting. from. Us;: ‘mpeidialism, has had its effects. Qn~party building

too.'vThe refusal by almost, allj pommupist, organizations ta put forward. concrete p ns

and take concrete steps in uuiting Marxist-Leninists shows in practice that party building
iisi slegn asimore of an apstract theoretical question, something that can be put off, than
B8 a real thqoretical and p;actlc al nroblem thﬁu must be: solved! _- 3
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o Secondiy, the effect[of *he;blgbe aro prlvileges 15 evident in the 'flipinlggg‘ made
t is

within the MarxistrLeninist movement, from 'left'. to 'right' and back again. pothing
new. torxﬁcognize that all, cpnmunistrnpvhnentﬁ g0 . througn two-l;na struggle withip ;tq
. xanks, and, that, this fomeu“nes takes, the, overall form of a struggle-agains;f;be,'1ef£ ’

T ioand (sometimies icpadnst the ‘right'. . But .dp the IS, this 'see-saw' motion have, been exag-

[+

-1 igerated and: drawnd. outy.in, the, movementu-phbuiad a .party. precisely because of ithe effects
. .0f ithe splitt dn.-the working.clagg:. .. low 502 .. Again,. becauge for over. ghirty years,, the
:''1ebb ‘and flow, of: the spontangous wo;k;nﬁ Claup manement|has takepn, place within the context

of-US imperialism}s.position 48 & superpower. gapable of.'boprgeoigifyﬂng” a. sgqtion of its
|proletpxiat.;, At the same, time . ghﬁ,revlalonlsn.degeqeration,nfﬂqhe .CPUSA has 1efn ghe
~rworking wlass, witheus; the ;leadership of a xevolutionary. party..:, Ihe resu}t has been that

o isekentific; socialism has - bpeq';sqlated f:oﬂ the—wo;kiug clgss for, yearsn¢wh11é nevisionism,

opportunism .and reformism have begome dominant,. For]commqnists 1solate§;from che -working
class movement, there has been the danger of.: naact;on.to «the .apparent . passlvity of the
 US working ¢lass in .the: form of ultra-leftism,. Lhis{was trqgrof PLP,, CLR, _Fnﬁ now the
PRRWO-RWL. ~On the other hand, when communists attempt to participate in. an4 lead thg

i~ day. jte day struggles qf the working class, the tendency to give in to tailing the movement
has been extremely common, especially given the long-standing, deep, inflqencs,gi.revision~
ismJi This tendency to 'bow.te:spontaneity' appears to -bg going through a, raq@wed upsurge
at present -- both in responsc to the ultra-leftism of PRRWO-RWL, and due to increased
Btk e



_spontaneous, militancy among working.people. The result is that the importance of theory
“48 a necessary guide to action is being bellttled thus further (putting the movement to
build a party in danger. Here we must again emphas1ze that yithin the US communist move-
ment, right opportunism is the main enemy.

Related to the previous examples is the tendency to cling to amateurish methods of
work, ‘and’ to small group mentality in particular. Small, collep;1vas are not the only
carriers. of small-sroup mentality (glorifying subgect1v1sm .and; seeing the whole through
~ the eyes ‘and praotioe of one narrow circle). Larger, national organizations who refuse
* to'meet and w rk with smaller groups, who refuse to help prepare the conditions for the
final dissolution of all these separate circles, are just as guilty of amateurishness.
Ks a smail, local collective, the MLC is acutely aware of ‘the dangers of small-group
mentality. We have made numerous attempts over the part year to contact other Marxist-
Leninists and set up channels for ensaging in joint theoretical and practical work. We
retently”’ published several proposals (see Workers' Press, Vol 2 #12 and Vol 3 #3) calling
~_for joint work around forums and in building communist .cores, and sent.copies to several

" Marxist- Leninist organizations, asking that they respond and publish our propcsals.: Ve
‘“‘Have 'had little response to these proposals. The point is, from our limited experience
[and from our reading of the various Marxist-Leninist press, it is apparent that our
\failure to generate response is common to most organizations, large: and small. ' .As LPR
recently p01nted out in Resistance, Vol 8 #1, there are numerous small colleetives and
Individual Marxist- Leninlsts throughout the country, and yet what is being.done -to unify
thbm” If the small circles are, maklng a genuine effort to. break with small einele.narrow-
“'ness, then con't the larger, national organizations, also have a responsibilityito move
that process ‘forward? Of course they do, and their refusal to actively take up the task
of seeking out other Marxist-Leninist individuals and organizations is a. concrete re-
flectidn of the ef‘ects of the objective conditions of 1life in the US.on.the party build-
ing mévement. ' S T i

In conclusion, we'd like to point out that many communists are fond of quoting Lenin
on the need to break with opportunism and draw firm lines of demarcation. But this can-
not be done consistently or successfully without recognizing the material basis of re-
"Visionism and opportunism, without recognizing the split in the worklng class, and under-
standing it in reclation to uniting Marxisi-Leninists and m1nn1ng advanced workers to
communism. If :his fundamental problem of modern socialism is not, grasped and applied to
our theoretical and practical work, chen the movement to build a genuine communist party
}will contlnue to suffer the secbacks we've outlined. P

UNITE MARXIST-LENINISTS
“WIN THE ADVANCED WORKERS. TO COMMUNISM
BUILD THE PARTY OF THE WORKING CLASS

DEMAND HEALTHY s SAFE WOF?K/N(“ CO/\/D/T/ONS

In July, 19?6, at the General Motors (GM) plant in Van Nuys, California, a worker
was killed by falling through a hole in his line and was gcrushed between exposed gears and
‘¥oliers.’ This worker had filed an overwork grievance the week before., In; 1975;: ten
“frbrkérs uhder the ages of forty and all in. the same_department .suffered.heart attacks
at CM's Tarrytown, NY plant, At the Fremont, California GM plant, last year, accidents
occured at the rate of one in every f;ve workers. In 1973, four Michigan auto workers
wére killed and | 21 severely inJured by power press. accidents. .0f thesey 307 were amp-
utations. These are but 3 few specific examples of the wholesale slaughter ofthe working
class by the capitalist system of exploitation and oppression. In the US, 7 million
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wwoltkers -are jimjured on the job jyearly; 14,Q00 workers die each-year in industrial accidents
cjand anvadditional (100,000 -die from illnesses caused by physical stress and/or exposure
*5”1tOJthe 50,000 toxic . chemicalsi used by 1ndu5try.Ja;. e
! A S c ot T M SO e
It is clear that the bourgeois class will spend as little as possible on health
‘randosafety in order to maximize profits: Why is this especially true today? During
thie(economic crisis, ithe capitialist will try-to shift ithe burden of ithe crisis on to::
dsthegorking class. : This resultd “in lay-ofifs, 'with spedd+up and foreced overtime used
9. in order to -inerease the productivity of the iremaining workers. . In-Califérnia,. this was
gshown to- increase the rate of jindustrial accidents by-nearly 6% during 1973~4. : These
.were:theiworse years!inmiterms of unemployment yetrmore workers than evanlsufﬁered firom
accidents in ﬁheir work place. NI S, vyalfoy Lo
ot LBEL T e 0 Fan i o g thepes i . o 0y g e By g ! ooiE I r]'j
. ¥that .cdrni- wurkers do.abeut these appallung conditions? €1eﬂrby,jthe statey ‘both
frocaI ‘and federal, is nof above classes, but rather represerts the capitalist class. -
i1 This is revealed by'the fact that the Occupational Safety and Health Administrdtion. (OSHA)
“did -net even levy:fines in . O% of the violations: found and "the averaga Eor fines; when
»impasad, was BA30 v ot L P Sasew afT 0 cWrTe - Doy g gtpes en 20 T R B
i 71 o M 2 ot OF SR L BRI ¢ P A I N i ! 4 A e £ I O o 2 ST
S Theftnade unloma, fin: the hands of the labor traitors, are:clearly props-ifor: the?
‘mapitalrat‘elass, fighting-for the interests of the capitalists over those of the workers
.;ithey1pnofess“uoﬁrepresentﬁunThis was shown in the UAV negotiated contract which did.
mothing:to gtop forced overtime and the ;continued speed-ups which contribute so much-to
- the high rate of aceidenta~and disease 1n BM plants all -over the country
fus e i e ; rahy & ‘4
As cummunian and class conscious workers; we-muat expelk from our ranks these ‘labor
‘traitors. We must win back .control of our union .and put. forth at least these minimum
demands to General Motors: . s

1. No:forced overtime . « . BAYE i ket wed G
-2'-' NQ IGY"OffS e % Tl § A Ii_ = f I Sy ! L [ y B
35 Authority of vankiand file health and safety commlttees to snop productian
cnlo wonihen vidlationsg of rules occéur: o diro [ S (o
by Free and completeimedical chock-ups for all’ workers every 6 months with
PO S full aceéss to. all recorde s MU G g
. ! * 2 . L [FI i . : . . L ‘ < dipan r}-J ey
Ultimately, under socialism, worLers will be fully protected in the- waﬁkaace. We
must begin to prepare ourselves now for the long struggle to overthrow the capitalist
class and establish the revolutiematry dictatorshipiof the proletariat, where the working
class controls the state iin ‘theiinterests of the massés of people.
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LAND EVICTION THREATENS FARME R
OP PRESSED BLACK NATION

Joe Woolridge 62~year-old Black Belt farmer rfaces forclosure and eviction on his
131-acre Aliceville, Alabama, farm; unless he can make cebt paymentSsof $155,000 to the
estate of, decoased Gircuit Courc Judge EF Hildieth g 5 e ane

b In 1952 UQGlrLdge borrowed $3 OOQ ﬁrom Hildrenh. Repayment hegan that very ﬁirst
- jyear with Woolridge s, entire.qrep -= 500- haLes of icotton -<.going to the judge, ' The-.
debtwentrapmant Jbeganits vicious cycle =~ more money was borrgwed ;. paymeqts in aotnan were
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continued ‘yearly (from 300-500 bales per year, with an estimated accumulated value over
‘the 20°plus year period of 31 million). No receipts or récords of ‘the debt or the pay-
‘ments wére ever kept. As Woolridge put it, “In’those days a black man didn't ask a
white judge for no receipt.' When he did ask for some kind of written record of pay-
ment, the judge threatened to evict him from his land. : = o '

'In'1970, ‘Hildreth’ forclosed ‘on the farm, forcing the Woolridges to buyy it back for
$30,000. A mysterious’second mortgage note for $133,000 was supposedly signed at the
same time, but Woolridge-and his wife do not remefiber it. It is this ‘mytericus second
ortgage note that is the basis for Woolridge's present 'debt' to Hildreth's estate.
4 Ll L 1} g, 4 2l S ! . ! o - 1 . el i ’ gl

Woolridge's predicament bears close resemblance 'to the problems faced by Black freed-
men and many poor Anglos after the Civil War in the Black Belt South. First, the same
debt-slavery and white chicanery that.plagued .poor Blacks and Anglos in the post Civil
llar days continues. The tactic of debt-slavery (or debt-entrapment) was used by the ex-
slaveholders to keep the Black freedmen and many of the poor Anglos tied to the land
under semi-feudal conditions. No person or family owing any money to the landowner or to
the local merchant could leave the land. until.the debt was settled. Of course, no records
were ever kept, so the debts often lasted forever. Essentially, the same debt-slavery
tactic now threatens the Woolridges with the loss of their land and the possibility of
being forced '{n€o ‘sharecropping or tenancy -- ‘the semi-feudal remmants ‘from Reconstruction
days, S L S =i : ! . AR vt
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Second, the struggle for land, which marked the post’ Civil War days, is still going
on. During Reconstruction, the break-up of the plantations and the redistribution of
this land to 'the Black freédmen and poor Anglos was the democratic task of the day ~- the
task which would Beést insure freedom and equality for all' (within 'the limits of capitalism)
The massés of ex-slaves and poor Anglos fought long and hdid to get the land that they
wanted dnd rieeded; dnd that was rightfully theirs. However, the horthern capitalists, once
they had consolidated their economic and political control over the South, did not find
it in their ' ihterésts to 'redistribute ‘the land. Instead, théyfﬁaﬁmed up with the defeated
slavocracy and'‘replaced the chaihs of chattél' slavety with the 'semi-felildal bondage of
sharecropping the tenancy. Givén the economitc' nature of growing cotton, and considering
the fact that a large number of small, independent farmers would be & threat to the power
of the capitalists, the northern bourgeoisie found it in their best interests to unite
with the ex-slaveholders znd keep the mass' of Black freedmen and’ poor Anglos landless
and powerless. ‘It i&' exactly’ the semi-feudal conditions and slave remains in the South -~
caused by’ the failure to resolve the land question -~ ‘that has laid the economic basis for
the den’al’ of rights 'to' Blacks® ard many Anglos, Jim Crbw segregation, terror, and the sub-
sequent formation: and oppression of a nation in the Black Belt region,

Although the Woolridge. family forebearars were exceptions in that they were able to
get land during the post Civil V-~ period, they still have to wage a battle to keep it.
The Woolridge case is.fairly.typical .of many Blacks-in-&his area who have lost their
land. It is estimated by the Emergency Land Fund (ELF) "that Blacks have lost over nine
million acres of land during the past 60 years under similar circumstances that now
threaten the Woolridges. This nine million adres of lost land represents over 60% of
the total amount of land once owned by Blacks in the area,

ok o

- The 'Wodlridge case is a blatant example of the oppression in the Black Belt South
“and it helps to'point out the root cause of it - the lack of land ownership by Blacks
in ‘that region. Thé Woolridges' struggle to keep their land must be supported as should
~all-struggles for freedom and democratic rights in that oppressed nation. Currently
‘Woolridge's case is being dppedled by the ELF in the'USfDis;fict'Coﬁrt:offﬁirmiqgﬁam,
Alabama,' We dre awaiting more information from the ELF on the case, and will publish
it"in'the Workers' Préss’ 4s ‘soon as we, learn 'more, e S AR . il e
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.. It is qur duty to support our allies in the oppressed nation of the Black Belt .

'_Squth.f Ue must break down the raciql .and natioqal -baxriers that,haue for so 1ong been
used . to qivide the wquing elass. Oqu by building the unity of the. multinetional us
prole:ariqt, guideq by a real enmmunist party* can we overthrow the _capitalist. system
which perpetuates the national oppre531on. . ; ; e

* Emergency. Land Fund .i§ an Atlanta, Georgia-hased organization, established ;in 1971,
onhe1p B}acks retain their land. For more informetion, or if you wish to send don-
atians,lwrgte ' Emergeqpy Land Fund 834 Beecher Street S.W., Atlanta George

L

% 'The MLC is currently reviewing its position paper on the Black Nation and will soon

havg a2 revieed paper, %vallable. : o gwskn mpred St § b
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NEW WAVE -OF STRIKES,g ; I oivEomn o IR LS ]
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ﬁlnce the beginnlng of this year,. uorkers in Western qountries i Bl
have continued holding strikes, rallies and demonstrations to

renew their struggle agaimst the shifting of the economic crisis

on,. to.them by the monopoly capitalists e O

4

T e ”;, USAﬁ Cpal miners in,eastern and midwestern Unlted States have e

- qrsiated in tbeir spontaneous strikes :since early February. cpits Aeks
o The trikes, haﬂ cost mines a production loss. of 1.° 5 million tons,,, P
py t e end of February, which was: a heavy blow, to. monopoly CﬂpitﬂlJ

Hr e s Ry eyt
g A 'lp,'l : .. Autp workens 1n the plents of General Motors, Ford Motor. and :
;Ghrysler have dawned their tools since mid-February to protest the
vesa capitellsts reJeqtion of the workers' reasonable demands made in . .
£ nJ , b 2 negotiatiope._. iien s "r-'._ s R RO P e R e e ¢!
Gz s UMY ; + :
" ; < A Abou;ll 000 textile workers and trade uniOnists demonstrated
op March 2;ounside tpe headquarters; of JP:§tevens, the No 2 US
textile group: employing.lJ,OOO peopie in ,sz&ctorlee. In recent .
years, pprkers of the firm have waged incessantfstruggles for the:
right to form trade unimns and po collective bargaining., . -

4 ofdn e wndd o F Bt Flasasan ol . from the Peking Rev1ew, Mareh 11, 19?7
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MHO WE ARE... .oty oogis  .onoatkifos s b
Workers' Press is written and'publisﬂed'by theJMarxist -Leninist Collective. We
are a commun;st o;ganization based on. Merxiat-Len#nism, the.science of.the revolutionary
_fclaas struggle of the proletariat against. the hourgeoisie, We are part,of the intern-
ational trug le to end explo;tation and Qppyeasiqn by over;hrawing capi;al*sm and
esteblis ing socieliam. We aim . go Bring ¢commynist ideas to the proletariat, gnd, to arm
workers W1th pyoleqarien class. coneciousness ;§0 that, togethex we can lead the struggle
iagainst a11 forms of oppression and . exploitat#pna To do thiswe, must .organize ourgelves
‘into an independent political party to concentrate the resistance of. the proletariat
into a single fighting force. Send corre5pondence, criticisms, articles to:
Workers' Press, PO Box 24116, Bayview Station, SF Calif.
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