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BU/LD COMMUNIST | CORES |,

:The factory nu¢leus : in 1arge ocale basic industry is. tbe orgaolzational foundation
- of'a.genuine communist party. 1In 1926, the. Communist Internationgl stated; “The
.*faectory cell is the basic urit for all parties in oapitalist countries It 15 in
irdustry such as auto, steel and miring that the most oppressed and exploited strata
‘of ! the!working class.is found. The work of a revolutiorary party must concentrate on
" winning over and mobilizing this decisive section of the proletariat. Factory nuclei
i are essential if the party is to carry through this task, -
In this pre-party period, what are the tralsitlonal forms which communlst organ*
izatiovs must establish within basic ipdustry? Uhat are the tasks of communists in
ai-iouthe workplace during this period? What is the relationship bctween party-buildln% and
Cioour work within industry? :
oy The Marxlst Lenlnlst Collective erred when we. propooed JOlnt worb between commun1sL
iorganizations in the form of factory nuclei (see WP, V 2 #12), Factory nuclei are a
 form of party. organization. All members are under the discipline of the party (or in
the case of the US now, the same organization) and adhere to a common polltlcal 1ine.
What the MLC intended to propose was a call for joint work in the form of communist
.i;. +ecores.. A core is a commumist. form of organization required in .this period when a
party does not exist. A core is, composed of members of one or more communist organ-
izations, 1ndepend“nt Marxist- Lenlnlsts, and advanced workers who have been won to
communism. The core is under the leadership of a given organization or organ1zations.
However, within a cofe, democratic-centralicm functions on an internal basis. Unlike
the factory nuclei, the core is not subject to the discipline of a party or organiz-
ation., S8imilar to a factory nuclei, the core is clandestine and secret. Upholding
the science of Marxism-Leninism ic the basis of unity for a communist core. Joint
work between communist organizations within a core would then exclude opportunist and
nevisionist groups such as the CPUS&,_OL, RCP, PRRWO, CLP, and trotSkyite organizations.
: Organizations participatlng in communlst cores would c0nduct régular meetings to
take ~up ideolagical and pqlitlcal question° with the aim of uniting Marxist-Leninists,
as well as discussing ongoing work of the core. Independent Marxist-Leninists and ad-
vanced workers who are recruited into a core would share this commitment to Marxism-
. Leninism in both theory and practice, Hewever, they would rot need to have unity with
rall the, questions of political line of the organizatlon(s) that initiate and lead the
-gore. - ‘We agree with the formulation of the LPR on this point:
o "Members of the core do not have te agree with every posttion of
| 1 . our organization That would be equlvalent (complete .nity) to
..placing non- organlzation members under tho democratio centralism
(which in. practice would turn eut to be only centralism) of the
organization, This would be in fact an error..." (Resistance, V8, #1 p2)
.However, for a communist core to exist, there must be unity at least .on the, following
- fundamental questions of Marxism-Lerinism: vecognitlon of thé need .for proletariao
revolution by armed struggle, the role of the party, the rolo of the state, the char-
‘acter of national oppression under capitalism. o
Party-building is the central task of all Marxist-Leninists in the US today. Our
work within communist cores must be seen ii: this context. As theory is the decisive




P”_andiprincipal aspect during this pre-party period, a core can serve as a vehicle for
V¢ the'¥esting and development of political line which will facilitate theffqrmiiiqgﬁpf a
party. Where differences exist between orgarizations or between an organization and

non-organizational members of the core, principled struggle will occur within the

core and a majority decision reached. The core will systematically sum up the applic-
ation of political line, thereby consolidate the unity of Marxist-Leninists and help
construct the theoretical foundations for the future party. We can concretely see the
dialectical relationship between the primary aspect of theory and the secondary aspect
of pracéice.' Vhile one is primary, neither jaspect can exist independent of the other.

|

The practical tasks of a core are to conduct communist pfbpaganda and agitation
ioftrhndogive communist leaderghip-to, the spontancaus struggles and mass oggagizations.

Theé core must.win over, the most:advanced workers and tggéglﬁhgmfigfﬂgrgigt;gen;nist
théory thirotigh study,circles;, Moreover, within the g@:g'Eﬁg_Qisgdésfo?}éf‘ﬁécﬁicﬁl
= questions; the summation of pragtice, qnﬁ:c;iti;iSﬁ_ghq”sé1f5¢€i§igism;w;11 éHdﬁ1¢ the
. advanced to become practical;leaders in.the. day to day.stthgglgg:Qf"théﬁ?roieféfiat.
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We have addressed ourgelves to the quescion of ancoremulfh;ﬁ
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or shop. A core is also an appropriate form of communist’ organization within'a'trade
- cunioh’ bruany: other mass organization, of the working class. Ih;ﬁggme priygilles would
rapplyl to-a core in this.cont xtua-In‘avtxaGEzug@pq.wbgreya'broad'ggucuéféx;b#s_Pased

" on' therstruggle for trade union democracy: and, .epoogition to the gp;?nﬂkyﬁgﬁuﬁiéfé; the
core will seck to give leadersliip to the caucus. Céréth,&ttgmqipﬁ”musﬁ:bg{ﬁaiﬁ“to
the constant exposure of the labor traitors as well as the revisionists and opportunists

.;3,wr(whquaytpérticipatéqiniajcpucgs}‘ Ihg;spppesa,pf:a;ﬁﬁnkbgpd;f};gug@qgus isigenerally

dépendent orr the existence and_-leadership of a.pore. #s ahrulg}.qhé'fdf@ﬂﬁiﬁn_gf a
v+ gore sliould pzeheda‘the‘organization-of;a_caucuuﬁ”_Hpt,_Whpge?pagggseétgxiét;Jhpﬁjit
i{ls ot possiblerat the time. to form @ core.; qquunigt_orggniz;tiohs;ahﬂjindggeﬁdept
J MargistTeninists must join the caucus. gtrive to win over the advanced, and form a
core &g igdon asipossdblecrivp 1 oit i o Ga amet R = =
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aestion. of the formatien of cammunist cores to be mqggﬁigportant.
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ﬁatiiiove:fiaofooo;OOG-pebﬁlu, 65% of 1all; TV~using homes; ~yatehed .atleast. part of
’f?prOOTs”iﬁ_Janharyi fWhat’s*the;rednoh-fonrthiﬂHeverwhﬁlﬁingnpopvl§¥ity-Of;é stony .based
b bee ?H¢“7suné of ‘Beverdl gencvations oﬁ‘bouthern:slavea?y.Why.diﬁIphgiqapitéiﬂﬁfrdwners
I rﬁfan§~controller5mofuthefTV media &fponsow BOOTS? :And what's the E#gnificéqﬁéﬂQf.iﬁe show
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one thing isiclear: objectively, it shows.that the masses:of workipg and oppressed
people are demsnding to know;their:histery,: their.xrpots, waether, they be Blacks from
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Obviously, there are huandreds of reasons why.so many people watched ROOTS, .But

the Black:Nation, .whese ancestore.suffered .the brutality.of slavery;;Chicanos from the
~ Southwest; whoge:land;wag stolen;from theix ,forefathers; Native Americans, almost wiped
{tjout by their 'eivilized' colomizers;-.or Apglo immigrants, whese.encestors fled from
.u?ugb@ffﬁsion in Europe to: find-dt:im a different. form iﬁ:théafhém:ﬁofldi '
s iyrdaglane 198 bheno a1 sy BpEe v whine cema b op al-cing e I
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=inds it This thirét for. the truechiﬁtpty&of'WorkexS,ﬂnd,oppaassgdj;eopigsjisja good. thing.
Only with a firm grasp of the history-aﬁd~natgregoﬁ;theix;expritatiQnﬁanﬂ.oppfeésion
under capitalism will the masses be able to make revoiution and put this systeﬁwwhere
wi  itsbelonds. =- on thescrap-heapiaf historysood Teviuco v ab sobbi Siep
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But if knowledge of the history of the many peoples of the US is so important,
and it is, why did the ruling class, who own and control the media, push ROOTS? Again,
. the ahswer has-many aspects. ' For one thing, they knew it would attract a huge, audience
~ and 'gross profits. At the same time, they figured that whatever historical understand-
ing was gained from watching ROOTS would be limited, by the limitations of the story it-
self: the fact that it focused on generations of one family, who, under slavery, were
the relatively more privileged house slaves and skilled slaves; the fact that after the
Civil War, they were able to leave the plantation -and buy land and 'be free'; the fact
. that the form of resistance was limited to occasional attempts of escape to .the North,
without ‘accurately. portraying the numerous slave rebellions and‘insurrections in the
slave scuth.

What the bourge0151e can' t control though is the fact that ROOTS for all its
'i-limitations,. gave a spart: to the progressive, democratic aspirations of Black pgople
and their allies in the Anglo-American working class and among the oppressed natlen'
alities. It encouraged .the masses of people to dig into the history of their people,
. their social class.’t With this in mind, we are briefly outlining some of the major
historical questlons ‘ROOTS didn't deal with, and which are necessary to put the history
i of slavery in - the US into- perspective. ; ; M e

ek o9l » e e WHY DID SIAVERY HAPPEN?

73 . 'The slavery thatvaccompanied;the;dawn of capitalism was not because of .some.in-
borm iracism on the part of European slave-traders, or because the 'civilized' nations
" of .-Europe wanted to bring Christianity.and a 'better .life' to the.-'heathens' of Africa,
or because  of ‘any:ather similar reasons usually given by bourgeois historians. In
fact, slavery of the latg 15-19th centuries began as a result of. the discovery of "new
Iands' by Europe, increased trade, the beginning of capitalist production, or com-
modity production based on the drive for,profit. From the sweat and blood of the
native peoples, African slaves, and wage-slaves in Europe, came the primitive accum-

¢.nlmulation-of capitali: As Karl Marx 'pointed out in Capital: '"...capital comes. (into the

-+ world) dripping from head to foot, from every pore, with blood and dirt! (p 760) and
~"The ‘discovery of gold and silver .in -America, the extirpation, enslavement and entomb-

. ment 0f mines of the aboriginal population, the- beginning of the. conquest and looting

- of the. East Indies, the turning of Africa into:a warren for the commercial hunting of
black-skins, signalxsed the rosy dawn of the era of capitalist production (p.751)

In the thirteen|colonies, slavery provided the basis for the ensrmous wealth and
power of theilanded aristderacy. In 1793, the cotton gin was invented in England,
rand’ cotton production expanded tremendously rAgain we -quote Marx: '"Whilst the cotton

uwindustry introduced child-slavery in England, it gave in the United States a stimulus
.~to thé transformation of the earlier, more or less patriarchal slavery (i. e._ptod-

‘ .uction mainly for the plantation -ed)into a s stem of commercial exploitation. In
fact; the veiled slavery of the wage-workers in Europe needed, for.its pedestal,
slaver pure:.and simple’in-the new world." . .(pp ’'59-700) Features common to capitalist
- production; such as extreme overwork and speed-up, were grafted onto the alread: brutal
slave system, as the plantatlon was t1ed into the international market.

o < iroay . WHY THE .CIVIL WAR WAS FOUGHT : v i o
By the: luOOs it was clear ‘that- slaverv- to- surv1ve, had to expand.: Erosion.of

ithe soil from intensive one crop cultivation.year after year was only one of;many.
.economic:reasons why slaver had to seek:new,: fresh territory. For:over sixty years
a primarily political battle took place, between the slave-owning class in.the, South
and the rising industrial capitalist class in the North. The struggle involved the
admittance: of territories .as either free or slave states . (Missouri Compromise, 1720;
Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1754), the question. of: catching and returning escaped slaves (Fug-

S



itive- Slave Law), and the legal status of slavery in the territories (the; infamous Dred
Scott Decision, 1 57, which declared that a slave was chaieel property no matter where
. he,;or. she might be taken)., K All these ref]ected Lhe South s efforts to extend slavery,
" and the North's attempts , to keep it. in-check. But. not until the mld-nlneteenth century
.- ddd: the! Northern bourgeoisie develop the nroductlvo forces and accumulate adequate cap~
-ital and-a: corresponding political position .to Lhallenge Southern domlnation of, the
tgovernment..- 3 ; purge | vl el [ : i : e Pt oo = ,; Sy
o 1 o % 03 i [ i i i I
L & 2V The-- Clvil War: a8, cleerly 'the, uontinustion of politlcs bv other means. :'ﬁt'had
. been brewing -for. years, and erupted finsllv in 1. 61, athen  the. . Sauthern slavocracy real-
ized it would have to act or submit to the srowing strength of the industrial bourgeoisie

i1, For."the: Morthern capitalists, the war was, not, fought over a 'moral issue', that is,
because, it feltpsﬁeyeryfwss¢ey14,w For the most party they were concerned only with
wstopping,the;ﬁ;pansion;of slavery, and opening .up new Qerrlrory to cepitalrst exploit-
jations: 'Emancipation' became a slogan only latexr, under pressure from.the slaves and
their allies both Noxrth and Sourh [{including Abol1tloa16ts,*po01 Anglo fermexsﬂ and
s.workers ), and out of fear -of losing to the South. . Even under the slogan Qf, freedom,
however, we should recognize that the ﬁortheru capltalisLs were bound by rheir own
class interests: freed slaves would not only help them to win the war, but serve as a
source of cheap labor afterwards, so necegssryito the fast-expanding capitalist system.
In essence, the Civil War was a phase of the bourgeois ~democratic revolution which had
-:begun with the .fight for.emancipation from England in 177G. . As Marx said, '"The present
struggle -betweent the Seuth and North is, therefore, nothing bu a struggle betueen two
wsocial ‘systems, between thg system of slaverj and -the. system,of free labor. The._
struggle has brol2n out because. the two systems.can.no; longer dive peacefu}ly side by
side on the North American- continent.; It :can only ‘be __ended, by fhe wictory ;of ane;
system ox the other." (glo :Civil War .in .the Hp1ted stetcs,ﬂp ol) A Tk Loy
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- The abolitlon of chattel slavery and *hc mrrrtarj dofest of the slavc owniug class
.y Qpened the period.knownas 1eCOF”L;uutlﬂh, But -all. tue popurarlzed (bourgeols) ver-
.isleons ! of these approximately twelve years, delrbera:ely ignone or.distort;the funda-
mantal,SLgsiflcanoe of Recomctruction: it.-was-a time when. a,nevorutionary solution to
tlie:land question was entirely within the reach of the liprtheri ‘bour *e01sle‘ The break-
up of the old plantations and their redistrilution amovg the freed slaves and poor
¢ .Angles.would have allewed for thg most- complete. transformation of. Southern society
that jwas possible under e::l1:>"ter1°‘1 Throughout  thie period;. the ex- slaves raiseﬂ the
..demand for 'the land they, had eained through vears. of back- breaking toil.. In. some.
iingtanees, ag for .ecrmample the Sea Is_ends.off the coast of: 1 South Garoline and Florida
]and was actually sezied by Black,and-Anrglo militigs. The cry was raised.for the .right
vote;and secute other. hourgeois democratic rights:.as well, and. for several years,
thelaecoqeruction Acts did ext eno certain. bourgeois freedoms to Blacks and poor. Anglos
i.; tiniasnumbper .of Southern states. ZIut .as tiwe went on, it became clear that 'freedom’
i «jymeant tyo different thinge Lo. the freedmen and ‘their poor Anglo. allies, and to: the
Northern bourgeoisie. As.the. lorth consoli dated its, politieal and eeonomic power over
the South, and as wealth and power contrnued to become centralized in ‘fewer and fewer
hands; as the demands of the .ex-claves and,poar Anglos in the South and wage-slaves and
farmers in the North grew more ﬂnd more tH‘eaten4n* the most reectionery wing of the

substituted by outrig:t reectlonary terror.. Cmattel slavery was . repleced by share-
«~cropping, often on the same.plantations,, under the; same masters, controlled.by Wall
1:Street, . The. Civrl War did.not free  the slaves, The. chains of slavery were replaced

by therbondage and oppresvlon.o” the hare- cropping sysrem";.r

i
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b, vy What 51gnificance-does this‘hsve.ror workels aud oppressed people in the Us today?
'Karl Marx once said: ''Labour cannot emancipate itself in the white skin where in the
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Black it is branded." (Capital, Vol. 1 p 301) The fact that the land question was not
résolved after the Civil War in favor of the ex-slaves and: poor Anglos meant that the
economic basis' for genuine freedom was-denied them, and this -fact persists to: this
very day. Vhen we say that a Black Nation exists in the deep South, we can trace its
origins batk to this failure of Reconstruction to div1de the plantatiOns up among the
freedmen and poor Anglos. il e i
Workers and oppressed peoples have the right to kiow their true history, but we
won!t get. it from the bourgeoisie. As we've seen, ROOTS was not an exception to the
bourgeoisie's control oveér the media, but it did give a forum for; more widespread in-
. terest in and understanding of the real origins of the Black Watipnal Question. . It is
our duty to build on this desire of the masses to know their roots, to fight for a
correct/understanding of the national question in the South, and to struggle .ever hard-
er' for the:iformation of a genuine communist party that will unite the many streams of
protest throughout the country to overthrow the bourgeoisie,. and establish a aqcialist
society where true freedom exists for the masses of people. e i
1§ by, 2 foi
Note. The MLC wiill 'soon be publishing a revlsed position on the Black National Question.
We: are presently reviewing our earlier position, 'Free the Black Nation'.

LOCAL FO0):
WHO.-~DOES= THE - UNION SE RVE /

Freddie Sanchez is a representative of the so-called leadership of Teamsters Local
750. Sanchez and his cronies are the ones who negotiated the recent cannery contract.
As we all know, when inflation is accounted for, the new contract is in fact a pay cut
for most wdrkers. ' Sanchez has been chief negotiator with the companies for the last
six years. This settlement is just another example of the leaderships' consistent. re-
fusal to fight for a -living wage and benefits for all workers in Local 730. .Sanchez
and the other :'leaders' are the ones who have constantly rejected the demands, of the
rank and file for the election of :shop stewards. Only recently under pressure frem the
ma jority of the membership did they consent to hold elections at a:time when ;a, majority
of ‘the workers would be present. 'In addition, the current leadership of: our-union 'has
not educated the membership about the consent decree benefits and back :pay that many
workers are eligible for. If anyihing, these flunkeys have attempted to cenfuse ard
mislead the rank aud fx;e. Jhy? it e ; i B0

'
r

The first unions were organized for the purpoae of gathering workgrs togethex to
fight for better working conditions under capitalism. But in the last 30-40 years, the
uniong have come under the leadership of the labor traitors who operate in the interest
of management, by holding back and celling out the struggles of working people to
improve their lives. The capitalist class, always fearful of working class rebellions,
has deliberately 1nvested a portion of the profits obtalned from the super-exploitation
and plunder of workers in Asia, Africa and Latin America, in the bribery and corruption
of the labor leaders. Meany, Fitzsimmons, and Sanchez are paid enormous salaries and
enjoy a standard of living far higher than the average worker -- and in fact have more
in common with the bourgeoisie'than the proletariat. Our boy Freddie Sanchez, with
his salary and fat expense account, makes more than $30,000 a year. These 'labor lieu-
tenants of the capitalist class' have a material interest in supporting capitalism, or
the so-called 'free enterprise' .system.: This system is based on exploitation of the
working class by a handful of capital*sts who make huge proﬁits from the wage-slavery
of the workers.




Under these conditions of capitalist exploitation, unions are essential for the
protection of the interests of the working class. However, the question is this:
who will control the unions, the labor bureaucrats, bought and paid for by the cap-
italists, or the majority of workers whose daily sweat and toil brings little more
than enough for survival? T'Jith the US in the worst economic crisis since the 1930s
the working class needs sitroug, fighting organizations led by workers of the rank and
file to defend the class from lay-offs, poor working conditions, wage cut-backs, and
other attacks by the capitalists. Local 750 cannot be such an organization as bng
“ds power résts in the hands of Sanchez and the like. WE MUST KICK THEM OUT AND TAKE
CONTROL OF_OUR UNIONI! Only then can the union serve the ihtetéété of the ﬁrdletariat.

While ‘we fight to win control of our union from these labor traito&s tre must -
begin to understand that the only lasting solution to the many problems faced by the
- working class is socialism, where exploitation is abolished. Under socialism, the
working class will own the mines, factories and mills. Production will benefit ‘the
masses of people. The standard of living will constantly rise, there will be no un-
‘ emiployment, and prices will temain stable. * Socialism is the ultimate goal of ocur' -
movement. To begin, the working ‘cldss must ‘regain cortrol of its union, ‘such as Local
750.

Note: Written by Rank and File for a Democratic 750

WHO WE ARE '

Workers' Press is written and published by the Marxist-Leninist Collective.
‘We are ‘a’ cémmunist organization based on Marxiem-Léninism, the Bciende"of the
réYolutionary ‘¢lass struggle of the proletariat againét the bourgeof51e L We are
part of the international’struggle of the proletar*at to end exploitation and op-
: pression by ‘overthrowing capitalism and establishing socldlism We aim ‘to bring
"ecdmmunist ideas and analyses to the working class. We ‘strive to broaden the out=- ‘"
‘look of our ‘fellow workers and to arm workers with proletarian class cdnsciousness
so that -together we can lead the struggle agaiust all forms of" oppression and
exploitation by imperialism. To do this we must organize ourselves into an Fe 58
dependent political party to coicentrate the resistance of the proletariat into a -
single fighting force. Please send all correspondence, criticisms, articles and
suggestions to Workers' Préss, PO Box 24116, Bayview Sﬁaticn,_San'Ftanciéco, Cal.
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it it -~ PROLETARTAN REVOLUTION and the' SPLIT IN THE

we il WORKING CLASS =- a new pamphlét analyzing

] " the development of the labor aristocracy and

"' the split in the US working class; -the tasks

"+ of communists}i ‘appeéndix on the SF City Strike.
‘Available at China'Books, SF;i‘dand Yenan Books,
Berkeley, or by writing to Workers' Press.
1-5 copies = $1.50 Over 5 = $1.35
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