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" “WORKERS AN_ OPPRESSED  PE( ‘PI.ES: THE W'SRLD UNITE ‘!" [

/_u_—// m i 8/ FFTY //\f HE SH//DYADDS

In Fcbruary, 1976, threc womkgrg Here. kllled onﬂ _another QLrIUUSIY burned by an
explosion and fire at Will metlie Shipyards in Ric mond, Tiwe fire was caused by oxyger
flowin; into a hold from a hose vhich had not been turred off the previous shift. In-
vestigaiors from tae gover ment agency, Occuratioval Safety ard ealt’i Administration
(0S1A), found the company responsible for t ese deatis due to its ows neglipe:ce.

I ‘ovember, 1976, ai AAA Shipyards iu SF, a worker, docking a ship, suffered
.geveré contusionsiwvher a rope broke 'drd slashed him-across: theback of. t'e legs. e
-idded~ten days: ldter from eomplicatians widci:led towa bloed clot ip ths "lurgs. -Fais

=orket vas ‘a labor:r whoj with 'iradcquate trai ing-andiliniteod ex]eriuHCQ, vas assigned

dnito de riggers vorkyn iercover, the vorkers decking tois ship -rere.ithout rraper . sup-
ervision.- Alsc ir: l'ovember, at-AAA, a painter.c—as knocked from. scaffoldlh in a cargo
hold by a 1load being raised-on a crane. He suffered a fractured. skull, neck -and wrists.

i IAsvin the case of the laborér, ‘this probably could haye been avoided-if proper super-

: wigion and other precautionary measures nad been taken by the company.

., =i Evexry year 100,000 workérsg-.die from indaustrial accideuts and: work-related haza:ds.
The ship repair and coistruction business is one of the. more danyerous|industries iuv
the US, ' The 'murder and maiming of the working class is a produet -of the capitalist:
system, whera -profit isrmore important-.tpan jumar. life. The bourgecisie will spend
as. little as:possible or safety in order to,maximize‘prqfit.,;This is particularly so
duriig erises of relative overproductior . (tie most recevt erisis began in 1973). In
these periods the bourgcoisie ircreasingly attempts to siift the burden of the crisis

. to the working class. Speed-ups, forced overtime, inadequate training and supervisior,

. and;lack of maintainravce, or machinery and equipment; along with the capitalists refusal
to.iuvest in; health and, safety measures, create the corditioi's for a greater number of
1deatns and l:JufiES @i the: job, . ot ; t :

This Ju:e,.theycontracts of all unious.ln tue . 3u1pyards will prire. -Shipyardp
workers must demand that their new contraets: contain previsiouvs which will adequately
protect their health and safety. One such proposal is_ for.a safety.committee with re=

viivipresentatives elected. from cach craft. -Safety representatiyes must haveipaid time off
to inspect their respectivé work areas. for ealth a.d-safety hazards. ‘Unlike the:-exist-

-iingomacagemert-labor safety committee, wnich has no authority, each représentativée -
'spould have -t evpower to immediately shut down any particular.operationiirn the yard:!
where ungafe and .hazardous .conditions exist, Work would not begir againh until the-

- company cortected the unsafe situation. Why must the raik-and file have thecauthority
to do this? The :goveriment will not solve the problem. ‘While we must-econstantly: o
strugrle for the enforcement of federal and state repulations, we can have.no:illusions
ahout government agencics$: such as OSHA, OSHA:is a sham. As a part of ‘thie .state ap~
paratus, OSHA serves the bourgeoisie and not the proletariat, For esample, over.80%
of the health and safety violations found by O8HA in 1974 <did not result in fines, aid
the ,average for fines actually -levied in 1974 iwas $15%" ;

.- Likewise the trade union bureaucrats will: not stop the: killings. 1t is the role

of thege bribed labor traitors .to serve as props for . Y
the capitg@ist system and represe: t the:iutevests of 0T What 's Inside Pl
- the bourgeoisie,; An example of the kind of .respouse - | i of

¢ we.can expect from the labor bureaucrats was-reveal= SIS 1Y Imperialist War aa s
ed by the leadership of the machinist local 68 at a i, + Fqrced Overtime .
‘recent union meeting, The leadership was asked what
action the union was taking concerning the murder of




 two members who had bee: crusied to deati while maki g repairs on the cable car system

in SF, Dec 10, 1976. The burecaucrats said they were 'waiting' for the completio:n of
the 1ﬁvest1gat101 by OSHA and 'anticipated' criminal indictments of the Muni management
by the State., In other words, these flunkeys will 1ot lift a fiuger to protect the
healt! and safety of the membership,

Ultimately, we must completely expose;and expel these labor traitors and tur. the
unions into irstruments which will serve the proletariat iu the revolutionary struggle
to overthrow the bourgeoisie. In the upcoming contract struggle the rank and file must
make the bureaucrats, by its mllltancy and organization, include contract provisions
which will give genuine protection to the health and safety of the shipyard workers.
For we, the majority of workers, not the labor bureaucrats or the State, are the only
force capable of.preventing_our-cwn.deaph agd injuqy by this barbaric capitalist system.

OV, MPERIALIS 7 WAR

(1

-5 I

"Every war isg but a COhtiluatIOI of the politics of certaih classes 'by other means'

1 (Comintern, 1928). Imperialist war.is:a continuation of the imperialist’ nations' pol-

itics of ceaseless econcmic rivalry and expansion.  The entire development of imper-
jalism ~- the export of capital, che domination of. the world's markets and raw materials,
the 'subjugation’ of the world's peoples:and nations, -~ puts these, imperiallst countries

“én’the inevitable pathr toward imperialistiwar -and. economic rerdivision of the world,

r“-.‘

As communigts'and workers, we must!be clear on the, ﬁanger and. source of. 1mperialist
war'y we must' plan a course of action: ta jprevent: it. Although Wwe, understaud that imper-
ialist war is “imevitable under imperialism :(as long as; megrialism and, classeﬁ exist,
the dnevitability of war remains:dn force) it is: mot ipevitable at apy. given moment
if the ‘fo¥ces for peace (the diiternational proletariat and its cpmmuulst part;es, ;He
socidlist countriesy and the oppressed peoples-and natlons) arejsufflqiqntly-stnong
‘and aobilized dpainst d't. TImperialist war can be prewvented if the working.class and
its allies in the Imperialiist nations. can-launch, eivil war before its outhreak, can

‘overtHrow imperialism by :proletaria . revolution. = . - )

We nmust ‘also understand 'that we:donot oppose all: wars, that ‘we dlfﬁerentiata be-

I threely just ‘and unjust wars,  Proletarian revelution -and wars of national liberation by

oppressed peoples and nations are just wars and demandi our. support :and involvement.
Thése arars .ate ‘ithe !dontinuation of politics..of tiie internatioral proketariat, its allies,
fanid: €heé “oppressed nationsiand peoples against the-forces of imperialism and reaction.

" To deny thiese wawrs would: he ta deny class- strug;le and betray the.proletariat -and, the
' OppreSSQdWUations and ‘peoples..« .0 vi in® v

Comimunists g /workers, progressive peoplc 1t 15 urgent that we increase guq activity
against. the drive -towgrd imperialist syar and, war prcparations. Our. propaganda and .
agitation first, must expose the bourgeoisie’s drive toward war reflected in $100 bil-
lion ‘peacetimeF defense budget, exaggerated claims ;of Soviet. mxlitary sqperiority, the

v ' iB=1 ibomber plams, !and.the:step up of voluntegr army recryitment; second,.must reveal

thg ireasans for: imperidlist war, sueh as econeomic re-division .of. the world and coutin—
‘wed imperialist-and sqecial-imperialist domination of workers. and oppressed peoples,

-and third, must denounce,the Soeial=Democrats  angd their . phoney 'pacifism' which, covers
up war pxeparations and ithe daiger of Soviet social- imperialism, and dupes the working
rclass '{CPUSA; CLP with'theirsupport :of 'detente', and the phoney Hekslnki conference
and their bourgeois slogans of "JOBS;: PE&GE EQUALTEY) wil o iz no i rud mor

L Recently the Mdrxist-Leninist: Gollectiveudistr;buted a leaflet at the Hay Area
vocational school.- The leaflet was:titled  'Oppose Imperialist War and War Preparations'
Basically; the'leaflet exposed the bourgeois voluntary army recruyitment:eampaign., ;It
explained why the bourgeoisie needs workers iv:its army and-how it gttempts to deceive
them“so thatsthey join the armed. forces and.fight their wars.  Itrbriefly .explained the
reasons -for ‘impetialist war and why we-should oppose-it. However, we made several major
errors in the leaflet., It failed to show the support that we must give to just wars.
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We did not make the vital differentiation between just and unjust wars., When the ex-
ample of the war in Indochina was used, we did not mention the just side of the Indo=
chinese peoples who were fighting for national liberation. Another major error came
in the last part of the leaflét when listing the ways to stop imperialist war. We
called on young workers not:to join the imperialist armed forces. 'This advocacy of
boycotting-the military ténds to give credit to the pacifist illusion that if we boycott
war, we ean prevent it. It is: the duty of communists to join. the bourgeois army, lead
the. spontaneous struggles of the soldiers, stimulate the class struggle, and help to
+'digintegrate it from within'. In the event of war, communists must lead the soldiers
- to take reyolutionary control and help turn the: imperialist war into civil war. Workers
who are calledruponito join'the imperialist army should be advised, Lenin sgid, 'to
avail. themselves of the opportunity to lea¥n the useof arms, to carry on revolutionary
work in the army and, at the, proper noment, to turn their weapons againat the- bour= -
geoisie PR e
: (oiniThe:leaflet doea call for a vanguard party and explains the vital role in leading
our struggle apgainst imperialist war, - Finally, the leaflet ends with -this: . .. i
."The best way that the-working class, organized and led by its- gyt e
_wanguard party ean stop-imperialist war once and for all, is
to ‘turn,such a war or:preparatiocns for sueh;a;war;intd:a=civil~
war ot proletarian revolution. As the Communist Intérnatiomnal : ’
) “. .+ resolved in.1920: 'War:is inseparable from capitalism. / From- il
'\ 5= 4li . this it'follows that thesabolition of war'is ' possible only- through
~+' 1, the abolition of capitalism:'= through the overthrow of the bour= - '
' _-geolsclass tof lexploiters, through the proletarian dictatorship, - .. .
. the-building of socialism, and: the elimination of-c¢lasses'! S B D
Two important points need to be re«emphasized:: first, we must increase our work
against war preparations and the danger of imperialist wavr. Second, the weakness of
-the movement against imperialist war without a‘vanguard-iparty is sorely apparent, Thus,
our -struggle against imperialist war, at this time,.'really involves ouricentral task
of building -a communist partys This meéans an immediate need for joint' theoretical work
around this-isgue of imperialist war and the drafting of .an outline or .plan:of acticn
_to prevent ity The formation of: joint:.factory nuclei to insure that we can effectively
_.raise the question of ‘imperialist.war among the working c¢lass would be a great-step-
forward. Through this joint theovetical and practical work, the development of a party
programme could be: started. This joint work is a vital step in the formation of a
+ communist party, and all Marxist-Leninists must sericusly undertake to dinitiaté-it.

&

2ot T VS __ggested Readinge on Imgerialist War
1) The Strugglé Against Imperiallst war and. the Tasks of Ccmmunists : ; 2
Resolution of the Sixth World Congress of Communist International 192u
;- 2) Wariand the Workers;,Lenin .’ -
i, 3) The-Historical Experilence of the War Against Fascism, Editorial Department ofis
<. . .- _ . Remmin Ribao, Peking, 1965 , Ty . 7S AT
4)-Lenin on,War and Peace ; - iy { ssur
5) On the Great Patriotic War of ! the Seviet Union, Stalin:
6) Whence the Differences, Peking - _ .
7) VWorld, Politics-1910=1936; R.P. Dutt ’ B i il Fsdidna w
8) Frqm Lenin's Collecteé—ﬂorks“=;; i3 S5 T i ek Eatneey’ L e
Socialism and War, Vel 21 i - R AL Y
War and Revolution, Vol 24 g B T : e
The Military ;Programme ;of the Proletarian ReVolution, Vol 23
The: Prqletarian Revolution andthe Renegade Kautsky, Vol 20
The Peace Programme, Vol 22. W i ) i
Draft Resolutidgn of the Zimmerwald Left, Vel 21
On the Defence of the Fatherland Issue, Vol 23
9) Communist Intemnational Documents s
10) The United Front Against War and Fascism, Dimitrow " 11) Economic Problems of
£\ -3~ T “  Socialism, Stalin
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To answer this question we ; must first undnrstand haw - tHe capitalists make their
profits. The workday is basieally: divided into two parts; paild necessary-labor and .
unpaid surplus labor. The :paid necessary jlabor ig realized in the wages. the worker
receives when working~for a company.' The amount of the workers wages is determined
by the means ,of subsistange (clothing, ‘food, housing) hecessary for the maintenance:
of the worker and his family. The unpaid surplus labor is the value the worker icreates

_jover and above the meecessary labor- {means of .subsistence).: Let's say that in an eight-

hour day, four hours are neceggary labor and fdur hdurS‘aregsurplus labor time, ' In.

. foun hours the worker produces the equivalent ofi his wages. The capitalist realizes

his profit in the remaining four hours of surplus labor, ' : . = ©:

In a capitalist society which produces strictly for profit, the capitalists ‘are
continually trying to:increase the surplus labor time, ‘of priofits..' The capitalists, in
this case General Motors Corp (GM), have two ways in which ‘to increase the surplus:
labor. First, by iancreasing the prqductivity of the workers, This can be done by
introducing .new ‘technology, such ‘as machinery or new methods.of production. This can
also be acdomplished through speed up or intensification of :labor. 'These ways are used
by the capitalist class o reduce the necessary labor time (wages) and increase the
surplus labor ‘time, .So now we might have three hours of hecessdry labor and five of
surplus labor.  Thig is called an increase in the  relative surplus value. The second
way surplus labor; is increased is by lengthening the working: tay. . The capitalist does
this by working us overtime, Now by working nine hours instead of eight, we have in~
creased the surplus ilabor time;by one hour. We still need. only fiour hours necessary

Jdabory: -but have idincreased the surplus: labor-to-five hours. :In this: case, we have an

P

increasein the absolute surplus value., ¥
., Another reason GM and- other companies have their WDIkErs working overtime - is be=
cause they can.eliminate ‘the cost of paying benefits for additional workers. :Workers

-, working overtime don't get an increase in their: benefits because these are figured on
their base rate. This is one reason thousands of workers are layed off and the remain-
.1.ing workers. are forced -to work overtime. -This way the company can .contihue to produce

the pame. amount of commodities (in thisg rase cars), eliminate:the cost of ben&fits rpaid

Lo, the layed-ofif workers, and-still increase the surplus -labor «of‘the workeérs. remaining,

{The workers: at GM urged the irade union bureaucrats to do: something about ' the
overtime in thig; contract., Workers -should read pagesi1'i5~157 of the national.agreement
between GM and the UAW to see what the union has negotiated for us. There are two plans:
in plan A, we work nine hours a day; in plan B we work 10 hours. These plans are not
there to eliminate overtime and, creafe more, jobs.  They are there so the company can
continue to force us to work overtime. We want to work fewer, not longer hours. Ue
want to create more: jobs. for the thouaands ot workers whe are unemployed not add to
the unemployment. .: 1 5 .. ¢ - e o

We must expose these union bureauclats for what they. are == traitors of ‘the working
clags.; They must] be replaced by class conscious workers, who will fight: for the real
interests of its members. As workers at GM, we musti-zfuse to. work overtime, we must
demand a 32-hour work week with 40 hours pay, and we must demand more 'jobs for the
thousands of unemployed workers. . But we!must realize that this is ohly one 'step in
the struggle of the working class and the development of a.socialist revolution. °

As long as capitalism exists, a system based on. profit,-there is gbing to be ex-
ploitation of the working class by the bourgeoisie. ' Capitalismlis a system that does
not take into consideration the needs of the masses, but is concerned only'with the
amount of profit produced for the rich minority.

Under socialism, there will be ho forced overtime. Theﬁlength?of thefworking day
will be determined by the workers based on 'the neceds)of the society. There will be a
stable, planned economy, where the working masses' take part in. planning anﬂ production
and share the wealth of the countrye ThlS nust be our: goal' R (2 O =g
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e mosi receut anmpl of US imperialism's cfforts io mainstain thcir hegemony
i ‘thé” Carr1bcan was' express d by ex-prosident Ford's proposal that PuerLo hlco chomk
the '51sc'stare,” %e' Pu rto 'xcan _people rhemSleas rcjected this so=called solutlon
- "to the''natiénal’ question, both 'in' 1967, wher 60% votid agairst statehiood, and in more
recent polls where t'e same sentiment was revealed (San Juan Star, 12/6/76) . Reaction
to the declaraiion o. the islard was overw:elmi gly negative and angry. o

So what was Ford's-flimsy- exeuse--for makirg—this -outrageous- ‘proposal and iLhen
claiming he was interpreti g the will of the Puerio .lica: people, It was the election
of the pro-statelood sectiorn of the comprador bourge0151L in Puerto lico = the New
Progressive Party (NPP) - to the coloriial governmelt. _;he elcctlol was conducted
around the issues of t'ie eco omic crisis and worsen1r cor dltlo?s of the masses i.
Puerto Rico. With false promlsas, consldcrable eleCLlon fraud, and a pledge to the
working class 6t'tog ‘aake stateiood au' issue, the 1PP Wwor’ over, .thé Popular Democratic
Party (PDP). The PDP's dpen‘assiStance to thée US governme:t i sh1ft1ng the burden
of the economic crisis to the Puerto Rican people completely dis¢redited them in the
eyes of the workii g class or the isla\d The electio. of MNPP was rot a sign of the
peoples willing.ess to be further subjugated but clearly a protest against the col-
onial policies of the PDP. Howevér, it is a case of chaugiig identical twins; two
sections of the same compradér class, tools of the US imperialist bourgc0151e.

The evidence of tﬁe shift of' the economic crisis co:itirues to grow, with the u
. employment at 40% (in Jajuya it-is 96%)+ About 75% of the people are on food stamps,
with 917 eligible if the funds were available, Unlike the mainland federal welfare
system, Puerto Rican welfare fuids are based on a small percertage (3%) of the erntire
health, education a;d welfare budget, In the states it is based on populatior, Livi g
costs are 25% hig:er i Puerto Rico than in HYC and the average wage is ore half that
or the main%a
i So wlat are the real reaso's for" the stepped up efforts of ‘the Us imperiallsts
and their lackeys 'td further caisolidate ‘their hold over Pucrto Rico? It is simply
that imperialism camiot exist without “thie polit1ca1 and economic easlavement ‘of ' entxre
natiouis and~colenies. Colonies and ifations ‘such as Puerto KlCO and the Blaqk Nati
with their ‘raw materials ‘and cheap 1abor—pow r as a saurce of super-profits, cona§1tute
part of ‘the mai® 'régerves of US ‘itiperialism, Recent d;scoveries of off—shore 01T on
the northefﬂ coast of Puerto" Rico have added fuel to the fire to ariex Puerto Rico and
secure it ‘as' a permaneut base iu the Carribea fo ' The US has already stated thaf Puerto
Rido has 10 control dver the1r coastal waters under tIC Commo1wealth Agreemept. ;
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Why is the US pushing statehood now rather than the so-called frec associated
state myth? There are two reasons, First of all there is a growing movement in the
workir g class for independeuce., Many strikes such as sexrvice workers (Sept. 1976) at
the University of Puerto Rico, and the ‘bus ‘drivers strike earlier in the year, have
linked their ecoomic demands with polltical demanrds for iundependejice, .Both of these
strikes were strongly supported by pro-ildependbnce students and revolutionary groups.,
These ‘are but 'thé tip’ of the iceberg. There were hundreds of smaller shut-dowrs in
protest against the worseu1ng conditiors of life., This reflects the growing desire of
the Puerto Rican people for 1|dependence. The sham statehooq,cover—up by the US imper=-
iallsts ig’ designed to blunt this growipng movement by obscuring the basic colonial re-
1atiorﬁhip with the ma1nlahd Ség01d, this statehcod proposal 1s a Ploy to silence
world opinlon that has_ more and more come to condemn ' the colonlgl status of Puerto Rico.
The same attempt was made in the case of Hawaii, another’ colony, that was directly
annexed by the US imperialists in the late 19505,J_ T AT -
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" The Pebple s Republié of China has'gaken a principled stapd, by refusing to
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receive a member of the colonial lackey government in a delegation of US mayors in 1976,
The reaction to the statehood proposal in the rest of the Carribean and Latin America
was generally negative and properly denounced as an imperialist maneuver,

This proposal must be exposed, Communists and workers in the US must firmly
support. and render direct aid. to the Puerto Rican people in their struggle for in-
dependence and condemn the 1mperialist posturing of the US government s statehood plan.

VIVA PUERTO PICO LIBRE.
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e PROLETARIAN REVOLUTIOL and the SPLIT IN THE WORKIIG ..

. CLASS == new pamphlet analyzing the development of i

. the labor aristocracy and the split in the US working , by
' class; the tasks of communists;- appendix on SF City 5

_.Strike, Available at China Books or.Yenan Books or .. iy ]
'by writing to: i : | , 5
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_ . PO Box 24116
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o S . San qrancisco, Ca, |

' ' 1-5 copies - 21, 50 each
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WHO WE ARE

Workers' Press is written and published by the Marxist-Leninist Collective.
We are a communist organization based on Marxism-Leninism, the science of the rev-
olutionary class struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisies We are part

. of the international struggle of the proletariat to end exploitation and oppression

by overthrowing capitalism and establishing socialism. e aim to. bring communist

_ideas and analyses to the working class., We. strive to broaden the outleok of our

'fellow workers and to arm workers with proletarian class consciousness so that to-
; gether we can lead the struggle against all forms of .oppression -and exploitation by

3 g

'imperialism. To do this we must organize purqelves into an independent. political

party to concentrate the resistance ,of the proletariat into a single fighting force.
Send all correspondenco, criticisms, articles to Workers' Press.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE_MARXIST-LENINIST COLLECTIUE .
_WQRKERBf:PRE$S. monthly political organ. aimed at uniting Marxist—Leninists
Jily i .. and advanced workers to the ideas, of communism and -the need

SOANGE e to build a communist party in the US. $2.00 per year
N : INTERNATIOFAL SICUIFICAYCE OF THE RESTORATIDP OP CAPIT&LISM IH THE USSR:-
R T I Factual analysis of how capitalist restoration opeured and how. the
o dietatorshlp of the proletariat has_ been transformed into a socialr
ST fasciat atate.' Includes polemics against the pld CL, now the CLP.
INTERNATIONAL REPORT Detailed overview of the world'situation, with focus

on contention and collusion between Us imperialism and: Seviet social-
Vimpérialism, -6-
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