1 task of HMarxist- Leninists is ‘to-unite' separate Marxist eircles, to ‘weld the core'

X
January, 1977

“WORKERS AN OFPRESSED PE PLES OF THE WORLD, UN!TE n
= = = - = e

PARTY BUILDING:
UNITI: \AARX!ST LENINISTS
CWIN THE ADWSNCED TO COMMUNISM

Currently there omists much confu81on and lack of clariLy withn the party
building movement. The tasks of Marxist= Lcniniqts' in this immeﬂlate period have not
becn cldarly deflneo. Concrete Plans for building the party have not been advanced.

f:For the most’ phrt, polemics have ' not focused on difforcnces of priPClploo
132 gur strqtbgy in the cdrrent period, thc stfgfgﬁﬁ_ﬁf'_TT'MﬂrXist Teninists, is,

to build a'genuine cbmmuolst pa rLy Ue arc¢ in a pre-party period, when the prinCﬁ?al

This pro—party perloﬂ correSponds to the years 1884—98 in the history of, the Bolshev1k
‘Partyh
., . the yeats 1884-94 werc a pnrlod of victory, ovor Uarodlsm
and'of ideological preparation for the formatlon of a Social-
Démoctatic (Communist -- ed.) Party, and the ycars 1894-98 a
o_period in which an attempt, although unsuccessful, was. made to
“weld: the separatc Marxist organizations into a Social-Democratic
Patty,: ™ (H story of thé Communist’ Partv of thc Soviet Union
jﬁolunoffks\ Short €ourse, p. 30) .
We akelnot prc sently:in'a situation similar to the "EITSE porlod” in the development
of the Bolshevik Party as outlined by Stalin'in his article "The Party Before and
After Seizing State Poweér', whén the principal task was to win the advanced to communism.
During this fitrstiperiod in the:Soviet Union, the'party had at last been put on a firm
basis -- in 1902, at the Second Party Congrass “the--program was adopted and party
rules werefestablishod _thus, 'the 'idéological and organizational .foundation of the
party had becn:laid.: Moreover, for several yédrs priér to 1903, '"'skra , the newspaper
founded: by Lenin, had!given ideolog:cal leadership to the movement aoo llnkcd up the
~geparate Marxisticircldés in preparation for the Sécond” Congkess.f“ . B3
It is clear that our movement has not reached such a stage. Lwhat,_ﬁhen,,gze our
:tagsks? During chis pre-party perioed 'in the US our two tactical fasks ave to unite
Marxist-Leninists and win the-advanced t6 commurism. The task of uﬁiting Marxist-

lLeninists, however, is necessarily primary at this point. Why? Currontly, there. is

no-party. To what, then, arc advanced workers won? A limited uumber can be recruited
~into ‘§eparate’groups '‘and "éollectives. Hoviever, the prucess of winnlng over, training,
and recruiting adve--d workers by-different organiratlons and local circles.is not

the samé as 4 party winning over the advanced.' 'The party is formed on the basis of a
common program, ‘tactics, ‘and -organization. bnity of various organzzotlons is forged

in the struggle arounﬂ political ‘line, veérified in social practice. Hence this unity
of yill, unity of action, embodied 'in the party, the centralized leadership and guldance
of the party, facilitates and accelerates 'he process of winning aver the advanced,
Similarly, once the' advanced have beéen won over, this new quality,'the party, makes it
possible to win over thée broad masses of workers. ‘This dialectical relationship

between quality and.quantity has been R A e il e
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transformation of quality into qua.tity. %The high quality of
class consciousncss, discipline, ovpauization and firmness of
principlc of the Commwunist Party, which at first represcoiod
the numerically small, but actually most advanced scetion of
the prolctariat, subscquently resulted in the Bolshcvik Party's
being able to assume the leadership of thoe movement of millions.,
Thus in the coursc of time, quality -ras transformed into quan-
tity. S(Adoratsky, Dialccticél“ﬁatcrl.llsm) o
The task of uniting llarxist-Leninists is primaril 'n"hlical particularly the
drawing of clcar lincs of demarcation 'in the struggle against all forms of opportunism
and revisionism. (Sce ﬂorkkrs Press Vol 2 #12: "Party Building -- Strategy and Tactics'')
Our task is to unitc all’ gouuine Harxist- Lcnlnlut forecs and thosc advanccd workers who
in this immediate; period have become gnmmuhlsts. "By und“rstﬂhding the cOtrpcm relation-
ship betveern uniting Marxist-Leninists and @inbing over the advauced, we arc able to
grasp ‘the link in the chaic rhich advances the entire process of fu51ng soéialism and
th{ orPingrclass novcmcnt. The LPR formulated thusc concepts as follows._ D ke
il e “The party must be composed of rorkers, yes, but morkers that
RLUE arc Marxist-Leninists, and not of advanced elemgpts. who arc not
Riayer. ' yot communists. So it ig our task -to unite ‘those that arc Larx-'
. ' ist-Leninists; and ,not confusc' proletarian class "1th_prq1;tar1an
party or advanccd clcments with Harxist-Leninists. Sccondly, the
charactcerization of primary and sccondary coutradictious is not
so-tmuch to ascrlbe JAimportancc to ‘onc-ot 'the-other, but to determine
- HO™: the nrocoss dCVClOpS, TTHAT woves it forvard, ”HICH aspect when
;resolved hLlns to regsolve the other, what is thL RELATIONSHIP
betveen all asp;ctu;' 0T to the oxc1u51on.0r exaggeration of onc
or the other." (Resistcncia, Vol 7' #5) - T
This does not mcan that the secondary ‘aspcet in this pcrind ,the primarily practical
tasks of winning the advanced, is liquidated. "To drair such:a conclusion would be
idealism, the separatior of . th;nry from prdctice. If ideological and political struggle
" aré divorced-from practice, this breach can only lead to loft Qrrors. Theory and prac-
tic; arc inscparably lirked and intcrcoundcted. : "

Our practical tasks arc to i tcgrate with tho most npprcssed and prlaltod strata
EiVL comnunist leadership to the spont1ULous movenent,” conduct: communist propaganda and
agitation in drder to win over as many advanced workers as possible (given .the limita-
tions of ‘individual groups and 01rclcs) This fusing of socialism and -the worklnﬂ-cl
moveneiit is cssential, in order to: 1) test and vcr1fy political linc in nract;co 2) in-

sure thesocial bage of the,.party is proletarion,” The advanced must then be traincd in
rcvolutionary theory and practice, through narticipat1on in study circlesy factory
‘nuclei, and cventually, flarxist-Leninist organizations They must become ! Uorqu

intull@ctutls” capablc of leading the class strugglc LnJ ,--as Lenin: said, trained 't
spnnd to all 'cascs of tyranny, opprr031nn violchg and ahusc, no-mattaer vhat class
ig’ af;actc< : .

The present diSunity of llarxist-Leninists urg¢nt1y quuirLS that concggtu steps
be taken to v¢ld the core,. a compunist party. ﬂistﬂry has shown again. and again, as
 *the general crisis of capitalism decpens, as crises of overproduction are prolonged
' ‘and-agpravated by tha-isupcniug of the gencral crlsls,-and ‘as' the bourgeoisic moves

torards fascism and imperialist var to maintain its’ rulc, the upsurge of the spontan-

cous working-class movement vill 1ncv1tab1y occur’, Inllcatlonu of this:arce all around
us; -the recent wildcat strikes: of coal mincrs arc most notable. - ‘The, critical aucstion
ist will thére bd a ncnulnu_communist ﬁarty vhich can give lecadership, a ‘conscious and

oy

-~ planned dircction to the spontancous nov;munt _und ultlﬂatoly lcad the class in the

overthrén of this : 1mpvriﬂ113t monster?
The 11LC has put foriaard tio proposals for uniting Marxist-Leninists:
‘1) Joint theoretical vork on programmatic questions, tb tokée pldce principally in forums |
9) Joint practical work in factory nuclci (sec Yorkers' Press, Vol 2 #12) e
e invitc-eriticism-and suggestlons on these proposals, dndvurge other groups to put

- |-forvard concrete “lans vhlch can resolvp the currcnt disunity and. lcad to the formation

of the party. R Rk Tt 7



MEXICO: - THE STRUGGLE INTENSIFIES

In 1917, the .7+yeat long Mexichu Revolution, the first peasant revolution of the
20th century, drew to @ close. Thc individual struggles of the Indians, campesinos,
and torkers had tnited in a great wave that swept away the dictatorship of Porfirio
Diaz. Yet the central demand of the Revolution -- "Tierra y Libertad", "Land and
Freedom" -- remained largely unfulfilled. Even so, the govermment of Francisco
Madero (who had turned on the revolution after Diaz' defeat in 1911) was forced to
include a land reform program in its 1917 Constitution as a way of getting the revo-
lutionaries to lay down their guns. This program, Article 27 in the Constitution,
prohibited any individual from owning more than 100 hectares (247 acreg) of irrigated
land. It is still the law today. Yet hundreds of wealthy Mexicans get around it by
owning land in their children's or their workers' names. -Individuals own huge
haciendas, covering thousands of acres, while at the same time there are five million
landléss. agricultural workers: -- three times as many as in 1950. -

Sixty yeares after the Revolution, the land problem in Mexico is far 'from settled.
While there have been land takeovers for the last few years. in recent months they
have ‘grown much greater in number and scope. Thousands of campesi ~s have. taken over
lands in the rich farming areas throughout the country, particularly_in the two nerth-
western states of Sinaloa and Sonora. The bourgeoisie's response has been violent:
on October 24, 1973, ten campesinos were slaughteréd and dozens wounded in a rain of
gunfire from army and police rifles at El Chaparrcl Sonora. There have been many
such 1nc1dentq in the last two years. ]

The rich farming valleys of the Mexican northwest could be mistaken for California's
imperial or Salinas valleys. ' In ‘fact, most Mexican farms are owned or financed by
US corporations. such as Del Monte or Safeway. In Mexico, as in the US, agribusiness
is big business: 60% of all the fresh vegetables consumed in the US from December’
through May are from Mexico; mechanization in Mexican agriculture is displacing work-
ers at’ the rate of 30,000.jobs.a year. Turthermore, the unemployment rate ‘in the:
northern statee of Mexico (e.g., 50% in Chihuahua) has been increased by the closing
of many "border" factories, such:as in' the electronics industry. This industry, owued
by US cofporatiors like Motorola and RCA, originally fled to Mexico in search of lower
wagee and taxes. Now, with the growing unionizatiou movement of Mexigan workers in
the ‘border industry, thesc corporations are picking up stakes again and leaving for

ontral or scuthern Mexico,.ur the Caribbean, in search of still cheaper labor power.

Many workers and camp.sinoz, suddenly jobless again, are forced to cross into the US
where, as "illegal aliene”, they may be hired for slave wages if they are hired at all,
they may ‘be uced as strikebreakers, they are biamed for the lack of jobs, and used
as an excuse for attacks on all workers and national minorities. : !

The battle in Mexico greows fierce, despite the pacifism and reformism of many of
the lecaders. The land seizures threaten powerful Mexican and US capitalists.: In
Aprll 3C US Congressmen sent a letter to President Ford saying that Mexico -was

"going communist"., Then. in September, the Mexican goverhment, resnonding to the

demands of US imperialism, dealt 2 severe blow to the already hard-hit masses by’
devaluing the peso. In effect, the devaluation decreased the wages of the workers
and increased the superprofits of US impe- ialism. Powerful forces in both the US.and
ng*co would like to bring aboyt a coup d'etat similar to the one in Chile in 1973,
given this growing upsurge in’tne-spontaneous struggle of peasants-in the countryside,
and workers in the cities.

Workers in the US must do everything in their power to prevent thi th;s. We must
expose and denounce the schomoa of the US imperialists and their Mexican lackeys.
We must render concrete political and material assistance to the struggle of the -
Mexican people against fascism and imperialism. Our most important long-range task
in the U3 in support of the Mexican workers and peasants ig proletarian revolution --
the overthrow of our own. bourgeoisie!
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DRU 5S: A SOGIAL DISEASE - - =

Drug addict1on is sPrLadlng like an epldemlc in the United States. This is not
surprising,: since drugs are used by many to'escape'the oppression and misery which-
capital1sm breeds. . The. problem of drug add ' ~tion affects all classes and national-

ities in the US- to some degree, but most afrected are those most oppressed by:the
capitalist. systen* national minorities and working pcople. The problem seems in-
surmountable, Every approach by the US government to the drug plague has been doomed
to failure.,'Again this. is not surprising, since the oppressors cannot solve a prob-!
lem that they have created. To some, it seems that there is no solution. But one
nation which had a drug probIEm as great as ours did cure the disease =- the People's
Republic of China. Let's compare the two approaches to drug addiction: the socialist
solution and .the capitalist "attempt",

s | HOW DRUZ ADDICTION WAS SOLVED IN CHINA
- +~In old, cemi-feudal, 1mper1&list -domindted China, opium-smoking and heroin usage
was vampant., The British colonfzers introduced the drug traffic as a way of making
~uge profits and to ‘weaken the struggle of the Chinese people agalnst colonialism.
‘e corrupt Kuomintang govarnmﬂnt, led by Chiang Kai-shek, also used the drug trade
to increase revenues, by re-selling confiscated drugs, The results of imperialist
oapre sion in the form of drug Ctrafficking were disastrous. To pay the pusher,
sughters and wives were sold into prostitution or slavery. Boys were sent to the
cou1 ficlds to die by the hunnvnds. Addicts roamed the country, begging. Whole regions
f. China were devoted te growing opium poppies, while famine raged.

After the October lst Revolution of 1949, the Communist Party of China'began an
all-out campaign to end the drug prob*ew in Chlna foréver. Under the leadership of
the Party, peasants were persuaded to plow under their poppies and plant food crops.
Most: complied lmﬂchatelv since they knew the government had guaranteed a good
wrice for the crops. By 1951 poppy cultivat ~n had ceased to exist. . It was more
ifficult to eliminate the add;cts becausg dealers were able to smuggle in supplies
7rom Britich-controlled Heng Kong.  The Party and government, in order to enlist ‘the
~upport of the masses of pepple, launched a massive education program called the "ban

n’um' movement, Gigantic rallies weve held, Confiscated opium and smoking equip-
;i was publicly burned. . Several of the largest drug dealers were caught and scntenced
. "o life imprisonment. On the loeal 1level, cmall study groups were held in every
n:ighborhood"and in the countryside, Op;um, it was said, had "turned people into !
caosts"., Now it was time to "turn the ghoste into people”. Healthy and strong people
vare needed to join in China's reconstruction., WNeighborhood committees held special
~ducaticn courscs for families of addicts to teach them not to be aschamed of their
Jddicted rclatives, but rather to heln and cupport them in kicking the habit. Group
teaders explained how the addicts were viciins of foreign imperialism, which forced
~pium on them to'make thew weak aul ecsily controlled. Motivated. and supported by the
z2nuine concern of neighbors-an! fumlily, many addicts were dble to cure themselves in
cheir own homes. These caved were given training and placed in useful jobs.

' By 1956, the drng problem ir Chinc had been eliminated completely. What was the
key. to this gr@at_acccmplishment? 7izst, it was the overthrow of colonialism and
imperialism, the primary cause of drug addiction, The revolution eliminated the
class oppression which forces so many onto drugs, and put a etop to the profits from

the drug trade reaped:.by the imperial iuts and their Chinese puppets. Second, during
tHe early period of socieclist cqnstruculon, the masses of. Chineae people were educated
and mobilized, under the, leadership of the Communist Party of Chin: to combat this
sreat aevil. - ; o e 2 ' ' ) -
HOW DRUG ADDICTION IS DEALT WITH IN THE US |

Look around your community =~ the evidence of increasing use of illegal drugs is
all around us. Recent reports in the Oakland Tribune reveal that in one housing
project, San Antonia Villa, a $10,000/day drug traffic is conducted by one gang. Some
asidents call it and East Oakland a “heroin supermarket'. The results in terms of
crime., human suffering and waste, are staggering.
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Yet .what does the US govermment -do to.gope with this terrible situation? It
offers "bandaid" .solutions to the public, and collaborates in private with the inter-
national'Mafia, the biggest drug-pushers throughout the world. The CIA.uses these
gangsters:to put-down national liberation movements and other anti-imperialist .forces.
For example, the Mafia fttemnted ‘to assassinate Fidel Castro shortly after the Cuban
Revolution, at the request of the CIA. 1In fact, after World War II the CIA vxrtually
restored the Mafia gangs in Italy and France to conbaL the so-called '"red menace'. It
did the .same in Korea in the 1950's and in Vietnam in the 1960's. In return for thelr'

"services", the US government supports and protects ‘the drug traffi¢king of the Mafia
and other crlminals :

In response to exposures of some of this blatant ‘collaboration -, the governnent has
made moves to cover its tracks. One way has beén to set up:so-called "treatment pro-
grams" for. addicts -- meth&done maintenance programs. These programs have met with
little -success; the drug problem continues to, grow. . Methadone maintenance, which
started as an experiment by doctors in New York in 1965, was meant to cure heroin
addiction. In fact, it essentially does no more than .replace héroin addiction with
an addiction to methadone, another drug. And the US govurnment calls this a "cure'!
There are presently 450 federally-funded methadone maintenance programs in the US, and
almost 85,000 people on methadone.. In short, thn government has become the pusher !
profitting from and controlling methadone addiction, and calling this a !solution".

The miserable failure of the US government and the great success of the People's
Republic of China in dealing with drug addiction is again not surprising. Addiction
is not simply a medical problem or a criminal problem. It is a political and a social
problon as the people 6f China have demonstrated, and can only be solved politically.
In the US, this means the overthrow of capitalism and the building of socialism, a
system based on production to meet the needs..of the majority of people, not for the
proflts of a few. ;

\MPERIALIST INVESTMENT.
N THE BLACK NATION

While the. boarreolst raves about the "New.South" and its "surging prosperity", or
the movement of industry from the Worth to the South, they not only ignore the histori-
cal super-exploitation of the Black Nation, buf, mere importantly, the reason for the
recent increase in investment of monopoly caplcal there. Intensifying competition
between imperialist nations leads them all over the globe in search of markets that
will yield the highest profits possible. In the Black Nation they've found not only
an abundance of cheap natural energy.sources, and comparatively lower taxes, but a large
supnly of cheap, vaorganlzed labor power. This last factor; what the capitalists call

"untapped labor pools', is the main reason they are able to reap superprofits, or pro=
fits that are abowe and beyond ‘those which are customary, It is also the main reason
why, within the. last 16 years, the annual gross rcglonal product for the Black Nation
has doubled, to $263.9 billion. This "favorable investment climate™ has not only attrac-
ted capital from the Anglo-American’Natiom, but:-European, Japanese and Canadian capital
as well; countries like West Germany (chemicals), . Sweden (auto), Japan (zippers), Eng-
land (Barcln s Bank), Canada (telecormunications), France (cement and tires), and
Ttaly (petrochemicals). Reflecting this fact is Atlanta, Georgia, which has in the last
6 years become the home of 55 corporate and regional headquarters, including the ccmsu-
lates of South Korea and Brazil. Tt is important to note that this increased export
of capital to the US and the Black Nation by other capitalist countries is an indica-
tion of their growing strength and the relative decline of US imperialism.

In the last 30 years, the ranks of the Southern industrial proletariat have in=
creased tremendously, Within this period of time, agribusiness giants like Holly
Farms, Stokely Van Camp and Ralston Purine, through mechanization and consolidation of
large plets of land, have decreased the number of small farms by 50%, to 1. 1 million.
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Millions of farmers forced off the land have no choice but, to seeck jobs in urban
industrial areas: Among thesc are Black tenant farmers, whosz nunbers 'coonsed by
568% between 1964-69. Taking advantage of the desperation of these workers for jobs,
by using terror and racism in their union-smashing drives, the Southern bourgeoicie
kas been able to increase the exploitation of Southern workers to the point where their
wages are, on the average, $30/weck low:r than their counterparts in the Anglo Nation.
Bourgéodis statistics show that the per capita income in Missisgippi is 31% below the
ayerage in -the Anglo Nationm. S b 2o _ ; :

The textile and auto industries offer. the best .examples of superexploitation in the
Black Nation. General Motors has most recently located 7 of its 9 newest plants in the
Black Nation, where wages are-from $1-$1.20/hour less than Northern ‘workers', - For
their Packard Electric Division in Clinton,xMississippi,'this‘means an extra $2 million
annually in profits. In the past two years;all_unionizinglattempts at’ GM plants have
failed, The capitalists at GM arc using racism, outright terror, and threatening to
fire workers in order to maintain their supercxploitation of the Southern workers.,
The: situstion in the textile industry is much the same. Non-union textile mills pay
approximately $2.30/hour, which in 1575 allowed textile workers to make just 61% of
tlic national average. Annual sales amount. to between $16-18 billion. Once again, be-
cause of the high percentage of Black workers in the mills, racism has been uzed by the
capitalises to further divisions among workers; union representation has even been
equated with a Black 'takecover'. Phonc tappings and mass firings are not uncommon.
Consequently, the last 20 years has seen a drop in organized workers in the textile
industry; now only ¢ of the workforce is unionized. - '

Along with Latin America and Puerto Rico, the Black Nation-is part of the main
reserves of US imperialism. ':During periods of economic crisis, the' bourgeoisie does
all it can to shift the crisis onto the working class in general, and particularly
onto the workers of oppressed nations within the US. The export of capital to the
Plack Nation is a clear éxample of this: Dueito the lower wagesiend unorganized work
force, products manufactured in the Black Nation are highly competitive on the inter-
—~ational market. However, the intensified.exploitation and the proletarianization of
“he workforce which results frou the export of capital produce new objective conditior®
.5 the recent strikes and organizing drives in the textile mills in Roancke Rapids, MMow
Garolina and Oneita, South Carolina have shown, these changed conditions tend 'to break
Jown the national differences and increase the awarcness of the need for trade wnions
as a form of organization of the working class.” Not only do class contradiciions
between the proletariat and bourgeoisie intensify, but the national struggle of the
oppressed Black Nation against US imperialist ‘domination reaches new heights. The
arowing struggles for democratic rights =nd against fascist terror, the struggles of
Gary Tyler and Joanne Little best cxemplify this trend. As workers of the oppressor’
nation we must give full and undying support to thesc struggles. :

" The MIC's full position on the Black Belt South, "Free the Black Nation", is

pregently undergoing a review by the organization. A : T ‘

~ . . . PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION and the SPLIT IN -THE WORKING CLASS--A
new. pamphlet analyzihg'the development of the labor aristocracy
and. the split in_ the US working class; the tasks of communists;
~ appendix on.SF city. strike. Availablc at China'Books (SF), ot
Yenan: Books (Berkelty) or by writing to: = e 2
E e e, Ll AT ol Workers' Pfﬁss.
e S r s 3 P.0. Box 24116
Bayview Station
" S8an Francisco, Ca.
Price: 1-5 copies 8$1.50 each
Over 5 copies $1.35 each
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