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The four-month-long rubber etrlke has shown that a mllltant and highly determined
rank-and-file can push a thrcatened union leadership, but only so far, The role of
these labor traitsrs as agents of the bourgeoisie within the labor movement can be
exposed, but, not changed. There is no way to change them, only, GET RID OF THEM!

The rubber workers, after suffering through a horrible three-yesr sell-out
contract, signed in 1973, were bound and determined to make out much better this
time around. Their strength and high resolve, plus the fact that five of the
seven local union officials involved in the 1973 sell-out had been given the boot
forced the present leadership to take a.fighting posture.

. Although sounding so high and mighty, the United Rubberworkers (URW) leadership,
hesded by President Peter Bommarito, proved by their actions to be the traitors
they have always beemr First, the internetlonal boycott of Firestone tires, which
union hacks cackled would help bring the dispute to an enrly and favorable con-
clusion' proved totally ineffective. The efforts put into the boycott were half-
hearted at best, and obviously did no such thing as bring the strike to 2 settlement
in favor of the workers. Second, a substantial number of unionized tire plants
remained in operation during the strike. Local URW leaders, particularly the
Generel tire union negotiators, played the most treacherous role in undermining
union solidarity and allowed continued tire .production. Bommarito, instead of de-
manding that all plants be shut down and all workers go out, could only mutter,
'This is not in the best interests of the URW.' Otherw1se he did nothing! Third,
the issue of strike benefits -showed .the labor misleaders'’ attempts to defuse the
strike, When the strike fund ran dry after only three weeks, the Executive Board
of the URW refused té vote.for further benefits. Of course, these traitors made
no mention of the millions of union dollars holed up in capitalist investments
that could have been used to supplement the depleted strike fund. 5

Other examples of the treachery and deceit of the union lezdership -- their
expressions of faith and trust in the capitalist courts, their attempts to keep
the 1id on +the workers' militancy, and their constant efforts to limit the strike
to economic issues ---clearly show that these 'lenders' are not fit -to lead the
working -class,Beyond the events surrounding the strike, it is easy to pick out the
words and deeds of the unidn leaders that tie them to the capitalist state.

Thé URW's Committee .on Political Edudation (COPE) is directly connected with
bourgeois candidates and elections. In an .appeal to URW members for political con-
tributions, COPE explnlne,l'l9?6 is a pivotal election year. The Presidency is
at ‘stake as well as scores of too-dlose-to-call US House and Senate contests. Many
good friends of working people face tough elections. ' "("United Rubber Workery Dec.'?5)
As if they really expect bourgeois candidates to serve the interests of working people.

. Another political plea in the June issue

of the URW paper made by the international’ N8 R neidg

official asked for 'support for Israel - ‘|Carter or Ford: Two Side of Same Coin
and for the US to continue giving military Struggle for Lend in Southwest & Mexico
and economic aid that Israel needs to sur- Olympics :

vive.' This is a good example of the labor |The Term "USNA"
traitors' support for US imperialism,

(continued p 2)



"THe URW leadership, despite any kind of occasionsl militant posturing, says
or does little to serve the real interests of the rubber workers. As always, they
do a fine job of exposing themselves as labor traitors and misleaders. Now it is
the workers' turn to do a job -- EXPEL THE UNION BUREAUCRATS! It is imperative
that the trade unions be wrested away from these agents of the bourgeoisie. Only
then can the unions be turned into revolutionary weapons for the working class
in waging class struggle.

CAP\.TE;_-;. JP LQ% —~ T WO SIDES-OF THESAME CON

! It has been prcven ccncluSLVOly that thcrr is no cenncctlon between the drought
that hit so much of the US this yesr and the hot air generated by capitalist pol-
iticians seeking office. 'As Tioofi, one need only examine the facts: " many of the
candidates have been epewiﬂ?‘cut their rhetorie for the last two crfthree xears“'

The already SlOth‘1¢hL government bureaucracy has ground to a near halt as
Democrats and Republicans alike have adopted a hands-off policy on controver51a1
legislation until after November, while hundreds of candidates jet around the
* gdountry on the taxpayers" money trying to.drum up support for themselves or their
colleagues’ Representative ATphonzo Bell, conservatlve California Republican,
estimates that the salary, frlnge'beneflte, and ‘other expenses of eac¢h member: of
Congress comes to abcut $500 thoueand a-year! He wcndere if taxpayers 'thlnk we
are worth it'. Sz oot

The focal point of the 1976 electlons is the quert fcr the Preéidency The1
choice is between Gerald Ford and Jimmy Garter This artiﬂle will focua on Carter _

Carte:-hab resurrected the myth that enyone' (anVOHe, that is, who is white,
male, and wealthy) can become president -—-.all _he needs is to have been born in.a
log cabln to complete the lie. In addition, he has succeeded in creating an-
image of himself as 'anti-Washington', .as .a ‘simple' Georgia peanut farmer.

"Behind Carter's Cheshire-cat-grin, however, lieés a calculating politician.’
Despite his anti-Washlngton rhetoric, Carter remains tied to Washington'and Wall
Street by a thousand #nd one thresds. 'David Rockefeller, President of Chasé Mari-
hattan Bank, knows thié Three years ago, he-snd Zbigniew Brzezinski formed the”
Trilateral GcmmLSFion, composed of leading finsnce capitalirts from. the US, Japan,
and Western Burope: They asked Corter to join, and he accepted. -If Cnrter is
elected, Brzezinski will probably become-his Secretary. of -State. -

Carter has worked hard to build up his image. Like s1l other capitalist -
politicians in an election year, he has mastered the art o making impossible
promises For example, US News & World Report, July 26, quotes Carter as saying:
'There's no doubt. in my-mind that before I go out:of cfficc, the budget will be
balanced...' Then, in the August 2 £.1ssue, . the same magazine prints an article .,
proving that balancing the US budgct is.virtually Jmposelble == under capitallsm,
we would add. - Carter makes other impossible projections: He . 'wculd ask (increased)
federal ald...for services such as nursing homes, day-care centers and hospitals...
-would ecut defense by five billion to seven bllllcn dollare i.' In fact, and it ean
be no other way since we live in the era of decaying and dying capltallsm, we sec
the very opposite happening: the military budget continués to &well at the expense
of public services. Throughout the US--throughdut the entire capitalist world--
the trend is cutbacks in edu-ation, hoepltals, day-care, and other public" eerv1ces,
"so that military spending can be increased.

Every four years, people get to choose who will oppreée then. . This.is the -
essence of capitalist democracy. Lenin said of this very point:
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"It was Marx who best appraised the historical significance
of the (Paris) Commune In his analysis, he revealed the
exploiting nature of bourgeois democracy and the bourgeois
parllamentary system under which the oppressed classes
enjoy the right to decide once in several years which re-
_Presentative of the propertied classes shall 'represent and
suppress' the people in parliament." (Theses and Report on
Bourgeois Democracy and Dictatorship of the Proletariat, First
Congress of the Communist Ihternational March, 1919) Syl

The agents of monopoly capitalism claim to represent the people. Nothing'could

be further from the truth. Capitalist democracy is the ‘dictatorship of ~the
bourgeoisie, which means democracy for the bourgeoisie’ ' Choosing between {Ford:-or |
Garter does not alter the fact -- they both represent the bonrgeoisie. How can
_thcre be real democracy when s handful of parasites rules over the majority? Only
under sociallsm, the dictatorship of the proletarlat where the vast-majority rules,
can democracy exist for the people. This is the essence of proletarian:democracy.

-
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THE STRUGGLE FOR LAND IN THE
'SOUTHWEST AND MEXICO

‘ A number of 1mportant events have. reccntly occurred in New Mexico and the
northern part of Mexico. In Tierra Amarillo County, New Mexico, La Federa01on,

a statewide coalition of Chicano peasants, students, and workers has successfully
led a struggle to Lalt the construction of a million dollar trivate airstrip. The
airstrip was intended to service a nearby ski resort and would displace many
Chicano small farmers from their land. In Mexico, in the northern border states.
of Senora and Sinola, armed peasants and compesinos (agricultural workers) have, .
in the last year, occupied and seized over 60,000 acres of land from large land-
holders, In Senora, 1700 armed peasants recently took over 1000 acres of 1and in
the Yaqui Valley, : - . -

Two common threads 11nk these Strupgles First is the question of 1and
Second is the principal enemy, which in both cases is US imperialism.

In May of this yesr, the march of Reis Lopen Tijernia to Mexico City dramat-
iecally symbolized the unity of these two struggles for land in New Mexico and Mexlco
Tijernia has long been a leader of the struggle by the Chicano people in the South-
west to recover their lands stolen by US imperialism. Tijernia and members of the
Alisnza Federal de Pueblo Libres marched to Mexico City to petition Mexican pres-
ident Luis Echeverria to assist thém in their struggle. Why? In 1846, the US
trovoked the infamous Mexican War. By 1848, the US army occupied Mexico City and
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed between the two countries. It provided
that the US annex California, New Mexieo, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, and part of Colo-
rado, while recognizing the Rio'Grande as the southern border of Texas. Mexico
_received a mere $15 million in return, and the US agreed to respect the political,
"economic, and cultural rights of Mexicans who remained in that territory. The US
government specifically recognized the grants of land which had been-made by Spain
and Mexico to the inhabitants prior to the-annexation by the US.

.. The provisions of the treaty were never followed by US 1mperialiém. In: the
“two decades after 1848, %he us government with sava?e brutality and v1olencc, eX-
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propriated 20 million atrés of land. In New Mexico, much of the land was then
turned over to the Arizona and New Mexico Land Company and the St. Louis-San Fran-
cisco Railroad. Both companies were owned by the Rockefellers. By the 1880's,

the US imperialists had thoroughly penetrated the Southwest, seizing not only the
land but the vast forests and mineral resources. Then,-as now, a handful of finance
capitalists contrclléd the industry and resources of the 'Scuthwest. From the ex-
ploitation of these resources and the labor of the 1nd1gonous people, the imper-
inlists have reaped huge suherﬂreflts H e,

In Mexico, US 1mper1qilsm repldly penetrated the economy In 1910, US capital
represented the largest share of all foreign investmént in Mexico by the imperialist
countries. This exrort of capital was' psrticularly concentrated in railroads and
mining, and later came to deminate all the important: branches of industry and agri-
culture. Today Mexico is a neo-colony of US imperialism. The multi-national agri-
business corporations like Anderson- ~Clayton and Del Monte own or contrel most of the
: fertile land., (US agri-business in Senora and Sinola producés 3 of the winter- veg-
etables consumed 'in the US)  In the countryside, an estimated 90% of the peasants
are landless and unemployed -- about four or five million people. Those peasants
with land are subsistence farmers. In many of the northern border states where the
mechanization of agriculture by the imperialists has meant a decrecased demand for
agricultural workers, unemployment is between 40-50%. Thus, we can clearly sce
the basis for the struggle over land in Mexico,

What are the tasks of communists and advanced workers in relation to these
struggles in Mexico and the Southwest? In general we must uphold the right of nations
to self-determination. In relation to Mexico, we must fight for the unconditional
end to all forms of politiecal, economic and military oppression by US imperialism.
Ultimately we know and must always point out that particular questions like land, as
well as other manifestations of imperialist exploitation, can only be resolved by
Proletarian revolution, [ e : :

We récognize the oppression &f the Chicano people in the. Southwest to be a
national question. 'An ufgent task of the communist movement is to scientifically
analyze this question in accordance with the principles of Marxism-Leninism., We -
are investigating this question and studying the positions of other organizatiohs.
Furthermore, we understand that the immediate demands of the Chicano national move-
ment must be constantly linked with the final aim of socialism. In this way, the °
struggle for democratic¢ rights will be given a revolutionsry and not a reformist
character t =

<.+ T POLITICAL OLYMPICS.

Behind the hundreds 'of commercial breaks and chauvinist commentaries of the
television coverage of the Olympic games in Montreal last month, a dramatic: display
of international politics was taking place. The Canadian governmcnt refused to
allow the Taiwan regime to represent China, while the Internation Olympic Committee
(IOG) rules barred one-fifth of the world's population, Trepresented by the Pecople's
Republic of China, from participating. By the opening day of the games, thirty
African nations were pulling their teams out as a protest against the South African
fapartheid state that was viscidusly suppressing its Black majority populatioﬂ

- These and other political .'intrusions' into the Olympie were lamented by the
liberal press and TV broadcasters, who, cried for a saparatlon of sports and politics.
This conception of a 'pure' athletic event denies the reality of the international
class ‘struggle and idealistically separates the Olympics from their context. Douglas
‘Roby, ‘a. US member of the IOC, pointed out that "we have created the greatest forum
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in the world for politicsl statements. What happens on our stage attracts more
sttention than what happens at the United Nations." (Tlme, 8/2/76, p 49)

THE AFRICAN BOYCOTT

The African nations used this international spotlight, viewed by a TV audience
estimated at one billion, to stage a coordinated demonstration of their unity in
opposition to the apartheid, fascist state in South Africa and Rhodesia. While both
white minority regimes have been excluded from participating at Montreal as a re-
sult of international pressure on the I0C, New Zealand, in a gesture of complicity
with the politics of white supremacy, sent a rugby team on tour in South Africa
the same weeks that at least 176 Blacks were gunned down in Saweto, - The pullout
by the African mnations underlined their opposition to the hypocracy of white chauv-
inism in South Africa that fosters separate (and unequal) athletics, as well as
politics, for the majority of Blacks and minority of whites, .

WHO REPRESENTS CHINA?

The People's Republic of China and the All China Sports Rederation are the
sole legitimate representatives of China and Chinese athletics. The I0C, however,
~ruled against their participation and recognized the reactionary Chiang cllque on

Taiwan. Under pressure from the US, the IOC policy séeks to 'legitimize' the
puppet government on Taiwan. This issue will only be settled when interference in
China's. 1nterna1 affairs by US imperialism ceases, and Taiwan is polltlcally reé-
_uunited with the mainland.

THE FUTURE OF-SPCRTS .

In the tast half century, athletlcs in the US have increasingly become a
passive, expensive, spectator sport. Competition on the playing field'ls reflected
by competition for the highest salaries, some of which reach $1,000,000 per ycar!

In a socialist country, such as “the People’s Republic of China, the emphasis
is on cooperation, not competltlon Athletics areé seen as an important part of-
the peorles' social and physical well-béing. Sports events are free, for"the most
part, or reasonably priced. This is'because sbcialist society is based on the
needs and interests of the masses of people where the slogan is 'serve the people!
. Sports in the US, like everything eclse, will change its character when the workers
"become oraanlzad, carry out the prolotarlan revolution, and build a 5001allst society,

THE TERMUSNA?

- The Marx1st—Len1nlst Collqctlve has, until now, used .the term. 'United States
of North America' rather than simply United Stades, . Ve did this to avoid making a
national chauvinist error, as other countrles«also refer to themselves as the 'United
States', such as Brazil and Mexico. . Further investigation has led us to drop the
term 'United States of North Amerdica' (USNA) and use 'United States'. We present here
a, report on our investigation. - s : e
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The name United States of America was used for the first timé in the Declar-
ation of Independence on July %, 1776 But its appearance was the result of a process
that started with the colonies themselves All that Jeffersonm did in drafting the
Declaration was to substitute 'States’' for 'Colories". When' the colonies formed a
common front for mutual defense against the King of England, the phrase 'united
colonies' was first used. A section of the Articles of the Confederation of the New
England colonies of 1643 said that the name of the Confederation should be 'The
United Colonies of New England.' On May, 1775, the name also appears in a letter
from the Convention to Massachusetts. From this time on, the phrase is usually
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found in offieial. pronouncements, alone or followed by 'of America' or 'of North
America', and was frequently rreceded by 'Twelve or Thirteen' Snmetimes the word
'English' came before 'colonies. '

It is a fact that the name America was first applied to the Southern half of
the Western Hemisphere before the existence of the Northern half was known, and
that after the Northern half was discovered, it received the name of North America
and the Southern half was thus known as South Americe. ;

In chferson s draft .of the Declaratlon on Taking Arms of July 6, 1775, the
title used is 'United Colonies of Americs'; but 1n Dickinson's draft thc title is-
'United Colonies of North America'. Franklin, in his sketch of Articles of the
_Confederation of July 21, 1775, also proposed the 'United Colonies of North America'.
This is the form iused in the treaty with France and in the bills of exchange with
Paris, May 19,1??8 However, on July 11,° 1778, Congress resolved to drop the word
'North' from the title used on the bills. -

According to Charles H.J. Douglass; 'the corporate name of the Mexican Republic
furnishes an anzlagous case." - The Unitéd States of Mexico signifies the country of
Nexico, which is a united state.  It'is thus correct to speak of this .country as the
United States, just as we speak of the United Kingdom; or as America, just as-we .
speak of Great Britain and Ireland. Or yet the Republic of America compared io-the
Republic of France. The same can be said of the United States of Brazil, in South
America. Brazil, like Meéxico, and America, is a Federal Republie. The encyclapedia's
definition is; United States, & federal republic composed of North America, and the
Pacific (Hawaii). Now, the world Atlas considers that North America comprises Green-
land, Canada, the US and Mexico. 8o how could the United States be equivalent to
North ‘America? ' % g, -

i The name of the mainland is then, America, namcd for Amerigo Vespuceit This
usage of the térm is not only chauvinist, but 1ncorrect, since America is the name
of the lands of the Western Hemisphere (North Gentral, South America). To call the
mpinland:North America-would be egqually wrong, sincé it is the name of the northern
continent of the WQstern Hemisphere Eeiss by

Thercfore, We are dropping the term USNA. Thc name Unitéd States should: be used
instead, when referring to the corporate. states, that is the mainland, and. territories
and possessions, including Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands of the US, ' Guam, Amerlcan
Samos., Wake, Midway, Canton; Enderbury, and several other 1slands If we consider
that these territories and possessions were obtained because of imperialist expansion,
then we can safely use the name US when referrlnb to the mainland only.
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Workers' Press is written and published by the Marxlst—Leninist Colleestive. We are
a communist organization based on Marxism-Leninism, the science of the revolutionary
class struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie. We are part of the inter-
national struggle of the working class to' end exploitation and opyress;on by over-
throwing capitalism and establishin{ soelalism. We aim to brinp communist. ideas and
analyses to the working class. We strive to broaden the!outlook of our fellow
workers and to arm workers with proletarian class consciousness so that topether we
can lead the strusgle against all forms of opiyression and exploltatlon by imperialism.
To do this we must organize ourselves intc an independent political party to con-’ !
centrate the resistance of the proletariat intc a single fighting force. Corres-
pondence, inquiries, criticisms and articles should be sent to:

(|

WORKERS' PRESS

PO Box 24116
Bayview Staticn
San Francisco, Ca,
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