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DEFEAT THE 'LEFT' OPPORTUNIST, MENSHEVIK LINE OF PRRWO-RWL ' 
PART II

Our ability as Marxist-lenmists to understand what 
is propaganda and what is agitation and to correctljr 
develop both m our practice are extremely impor­
tant in this period The very creation of our future 
party hinges upon this The formulation "propagan­
da is the chief form of activity m this period” is 
being used by many forces Among these forces 
are the right opportunists of OL and WVO and the 
"left” opportunists of PRRWO/RWL We uphold that 
this formulation is correct The problem has been 
that the right opportunists as well as the "left" 
opportunists have in practice liquidated this posi­
tion In addition, these groups don't even under­
stand what is propaganda or agitation, nor do they 
understand what is the relation between the two, 
neither do they, in practice, make good propagan­
da or agitation

WHAT IS PROPAGANDA? WHAT IS AGITATION?

When all these groups speak of propaganda and agi­
tation, they refer to Plekhanov's formulation which 
Lenin puts forth in WHAT IS TO BE DONE? Thus 
we see in all their publications the famous quote

"A propagandist presents many ideas to 
one or a few persons, an agitator presents 
only one or a few ideas, but he presents 
them to a mass of people '

What is to be done ? Page 82 Foreign 
Languages Press

Without any concern for the type of ideas to which 
Plekhanov and Lenin are referring to, and without 
any preoccupation as to how the propagandist and 
agitator transmit these ideas, groups like PRRWO 
have reduced this question to a mere formulation 
spouted by their cadres at the May Day Coalition 
as "propaganda is many ideas to the few and agita­
tion is few ideas to the many" and that’s it If we 
see this from such a mechanical point of view, only 
the number of ideas involved would matter From

A striking nurse aide at Columbia Presbyterian 
Hospital beaten bv police while defending her 
rights See cage 2

this point of view, it would be enough 
to include many topices in a newspaper 
article or in a leaflet to make it a pro­
paganda piece Hence, The Call(OL's 
paper) would be "propaganda” because 
it deals with many topics e g strikes 
national liberation struggles, party 
building, social-imperialism, war, fa- 
cism, etc, , and Palante (PRRWO's pa­
per) would be "agitation” because it 
deals only with purges But this is an 
incorrect way of looking at this question 
Lenin, as a matter of fact, explains 
clearly what is propaganda, what is 
agitation and the relation between both 
We are including this long, and hardly 
known, much less understood and ap­
plied, passage from The Tasks of the 
Russian Social Democrats:

Continued in Page 4

IN LOS ANGELES

W VO.’S FORUM BACKFIRES

V

On Friday, June 11th, the Workers Viewpoint Orga­
nization sponsored a forum in Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia This was part of a series of forums wh ich 
that organization sponsored throughout the country 
The participants at this forum were WVO and the 
Boston Chapter of The February First Movement 
(FFM) which, based on the line they defended left 
no doubts that that chapter is WVO's student appen­
dage in that city

The Boston Chapter of FFM made the first presen­
tation which concentrated on the OL It specifica­
lly criticized OL's position on "bussing", the ERA, 
etc Later, the FFM spoke of the "two contending 
trends", war and revolution, wmch according to 
them (and WVO) characterizes the present world 
situation, the right o" the Afro-american nation to 
self-determination and wrapped up their presenta­
tion with a call for "building the party on an ideo­
logical plane grasping the political line as "key 
link" The representative of FFM did not, at any 
time, mention the tasks of revolutionary students 
(FFM is a student organization), or the struggle 
between the different manifestations of the menshe- 
vik line which resulted in the division of their or­
ganization between those who support the "left" 
menshevik line of PRRWO-RWL and those who sup­
port the right menshevik line of WVO and the pur­
ging of some advanced elements

On their turn, WVO limited itself to reading pages 
upon pages from their recently published pamphlet 
After WVO's presentation, a period for polemics 
followed in which different communist organizations 
were asked to establish their points of unity and the 
differences whith the presentation ATM, IWK and 
ourselves proceeded to polemize with WVO on va­
rious aspects of the presentation In the polemics 
with ATM, WVO's representative recurred to ex­
cuses such as that he didn't know much about the 
strike that was being discussed because that was 
in San Francisco and he was from N ew York (the 
particular strike that was being discussed was that 
of the Moulders, See Revolutionary Cause and 
Workers Viewpoint to better understand the diffe­
rences between ATM and WVO m this respect)
There was also an attempt to justify their line on 
the basis that "you don't know the work that is ca­
rried out by our factory nuclei during that strike” 
We made it clear that in dealing with concrete ques­
tions, we would limit ourselves to specific instan­
ces in N Y where both organizations work and 
that m terms of practice we would lim't ourselves 
to the legal work both organizations so that excuses 
such as vou don t know what I do in secret ' could

not be used Of course we don't know But since 
it's a secret and we don't want to nor should maker 
it public, then we can’t justify our open errors with 
the clandestine successes

In our presentation, we raised three question to 
WVO and one to FFM Since he was unable to res­
pond to a"v of the four, the WVO representative 
became hysterical and resorted to calling us "agents 
of the bourgeoisie" We are putting them forth 
again through this medium so that our readers can 
learn from that experience with the opportunists 
of WVO

l) In their presentation, WVO pointed out that RWL 
had had a "right opportunist line for over two years' 
and that it wasn't till January that they turned 
"leftists" and became the "left" opportunists they 
are now WVO also pointed out that there were 
plans for merging RWL with WVO in December- 
January and that "due to the manueverings of 
PRRWO these plans were not carried through" We 
asked WVO How do you call an organization (WVO) 
which attempts to merge with another organization 
which has a right opportunis line (RWL) m Decem­
ber-January? We call this opportunism. What does 
WVO call it? We are still waiting for an answer 
It's obvious that when WVO was considering the or­
ganizational merger with an organization that they 
considered had a right opportunist line, it could 
not explain this without pointing to their own oppor­
tunism -their right opportunist line in party buildi- 
mg that sees the building of the Party as a merger 
of all opportunists in a unity without principles

continued on page 8
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1199 RANK AND FILE ARE NOT ALONE, 

WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE STAND BY

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 2 --------------------------------------------------
REPRINT OF FLYER WE DTSTRIBUTED 
AMONG STRIKERS A MORE THOROUGH 

ANALYSIS WILL APPEAR 
IN OUR NEXT ISSUE ****

THEM!
The strike by 1199 workers is a just strike and must count with our support 
and solidarity The thousands of workers in the picket line that are fighting 

tor their rights need our militant support in order to continue the strike des­
pite the violent attacks against them by the capitalist state This strike, like 
thousands others that are waged daily throughout the capitalist world, clearly 
demostrates the antagonism that exists between the intersts of workers and 
oppressed people on the one hand, and the interests of a small minority of 
capitalist exploiters with their servants and lackeys on the other hand A 
brief look at some aspects of the strike clearly shows us which side we must 
support in this conflict

BACKGROUND OF THE STRIKE As a result of the deepening crisis suffered 
by the whole capitalist system, U S imperialists have been currently esca­
lating their attacks against the working class in their own country These 
attacks are manifested in many ways Massive unemployment, high prices, 
lack of needed services, etc , etc , are only some of them Medical services 
for workers and'oppressed people have been hit especially hard Thousands 
of lay-offs, drastic cutting of services, and- the attempts to definitely close 
Gouverneur and Fordham Hospitals are clear examples Recently it reached 
the point where hospital workers are being told that they must practically 
give up all their rights - salary increases, seniority, cost of living clauses, 
paid vacations, etc , - if they want to continue working These rights were 
torn from the capitalist class, thanks to the heroic and militant struggles of 
workers, and now they want us to give them up1 1199 workers are fighting 
in defense of those rights

WHAT DOES THE CORPORATION GOVERNING THE LEAGUE OF VOLUN- 
ARY HOSPITALS HAVE TO SAY ? They claim there is no money and thus 
there can be no negotiations According to them, there is only two ways of 
solving the strike One of them, which they prefer, is that the workers go 
back to work without a new contract and reduced benefits The other one, that 
the state government eliminate the limit on Medicaid and Blue Cross payments 
that make up most of the hospitals income

WHAT DOES THE STATE GOVERNMENT SAY? That they are going to elim i­
nate the limits on Medicaid and Blue Cross payments and that hospitals are to 
look for ways of dealing with the situation by making "better use" of their 
budgets

WHAT DOES THE CITY GOVERNMENT SAY? Mayor Beam e says that w hat­
ever the solution they cannot depend on any help from  the city because it is 
bankrupt So, while the cap ita lis ts  and the ir rep resen ta tiv es  at various levels 
pass the buck, the strikp  continues so do the attacks by the s ta te

We know b e tte r than that The League of Voluntary H ospitals is  swimming m 
money M illions of do llars a re  divided among them every year Hospital ad ­
m in is te rs , as  w ell as sta te  and city ad m in iste rs  a ll have very  juicy s a la r ie s , 
large and luxurious offices, lim ousines, etc , while they deny th e ir  employees 
even a cost of living increase  Refusing to m eet our dem ands, lim iting M edi­
caid payments and claim ing bankruptcy a re  a ll part of the sam e capita list 
s tra tegy  to make us - the w orkers, the poor, the oppressed  - pay for th e ir 
economic c r is is  so they can m aintain th e ir  profits

ATTACKS BY THE POLICE At least in th ree  hospitals, Columbia P resb y ­
te rian  m ost recently , the police has physically attacked the workers on s trik e  
This shows once m ore that the ro le  of the police is that of an instrum ent of 
the ru ling  c lass and part of the rep re ss iv e  m achinery of the capitalist sta te  
The police a re  th ere  only to protect the in te rs ts  of th e ir cap ita list m aste rs  
As the cap ita list s ta te  is based on the rep ress io n , by the use of force, of one 
c lass over another, it is  no m ere  accident (as the re fo rm is ts  claim ) that the 
ro le  of the police is always to a ttack  the working c lass  and other oppressed  
people

WHAT DOES THE UNION LEADERSHIP SAY? The labor b eau rocra ts  ot 1199, 
especially  its  president Leon Davis, a re  sold out to the cap ita lis ts  Tne> w ere 
against the s trik e  from  the beginning Tney would have p re fe rred  to follow 
the sham eless path of DC 37 and the se ll-o u t V ictor Gotbaum who com pletely 
capitulated to his cap ita list m aste rs , and in fact handed over to them the 
righ ts of his union m em bers in a s ilv e r p latter But Leon Davis could not do 
this with 1199 Not because he did not want to, but because of the m ilitancy

and long history of struggle of 1199 So, Leon Davis decided to listen to the 
demands of the rank and file and called for a strike in order to keep his 
leadership and be able to undermine the strike so that it fall

This is precisely what he and the high livel leadership are doing when they 
say they did not want the strike, promising that workers of 1199 will accept 
any decision made by an arbitration panel, opposing and avoiding communica­
tions between the strikers from different hospitals, peddling illusions and 
faith in the system by promoting a demostration at the Madison Square Garden 
to ask the Democratic Convention to help them find a solution to the strike in 
the "democratic way" But it is only through revolutionary struggle that we 
can win out

UNITY AND MILITANCY OF THE RANK AND FILE Despite attempts by 
the union leadership to undermine the strike, despite hysterical attacks by 
hospital administrators and the capitalist press, despite violent police repres­
sion, the workers desire to struggle has overcome The unity and militancy 
of the workers who have defended and struggled for their rights have increased 
A strike is not measured only by whether demands are met or not Other 
things must be taken into consideration such as whether the solidarity among 
the workers grows and develops This is clearly happening in this strike The 
attempts of the social props ( Leon Davis and Company) to divide the workers 
on the basis of department, hospital, length and type of service, sex, nationa­
lity, etc , are failing The workers are more united

The working class in the United States is multinational The national minority 
workers are its most oppressed sectors Similarly, working women are 
more oppressed than male workers But this diversity in degrees of oppres­
sion does not point to disunity but rather indicates the need for unity of all 
workers, over and above these differences, against a common enemy This 
is necessary to be able to struggle against the capitalist system that oppresses 
us all As we abolish this system, we will also eliminate these artificial 
divisions imposed by the capitalists in order to divide workers and keep us 
from defeating them

Strikes are schools for workers in which we prepare for greater battles Our 
enemy, in the last analysis, is not the administrators of the hospital, nor 
Mayor Beame, nor governor Carey It is not even President Ford These are 
all representatives of a system - of capitalism in its highest and last stage, 
imperialism This is our enemy It is this class and this system that we m 
must struggle against and defeat, in order to put an end to the system of op­
pression that allows a small minority to live in luxury at the cost of the great 
majority who lives in misery and in need We need a different system, one 
that serves the interests of the working class and oppj. essed people Such a 
system is socialism - the only real solution to our prohlems And only 
through revolutionary struggle can we solve our promblenis dlfinitoTy if fid "" 
achieve socialism

SOCIALISM IS NOT A DREAM BUT A REALITY THAT IS BUILT Socialism  
w ill not happen because we wish it o r talk about it That is only the beginning 
In o rd e r to build socia lism  the w orking c lass and its  a llie s  have to defeat the 
bourgeois, se ize  power, sm ash  the bourgeois s ta te  and estab lished  the d icta ­
to rsh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t In o rd e r to succeed, we need a revolutionary  vangu 
guard to organize and lead the working c lass in this task  Such a vanguard  
is  a m ulti-nationay, Communist, M a .x is t-L em m st P arty  Such a party does 
not exist today in the United States It is in the p rocess of form ation Struggles 
such as this one be linked to the p rocess - the p rocess of f ism g the commun­
is t movement with the working c lass movement

The w orkers of 1199 a re  not alone Alongside with them  a re  the w orkers and 
oppressed  peoples of the w orld We a re  s trag g lin g  against the sam e enemy 
Against U S im peria lism  and Soviet so c ia l-im p eria lism , against the system  
of private propery and the slavery  of the wage system

CONTINUE THE STRIKE, DON' RETREAT,
THE RULING CLASS WE MUST DEFEAT '

LONG LIVE SOCIALISM'

WORKERS OF ALL NATIONALITIES, UNITE !

LEAGUE for PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION
This month marks the 6th year of the existence of 
our organization It was exactly six  years ago, on 
July 25th 1970 that the first issue of RESISTENCIA 
was first published an 8 1/2 by 11 mimeographed 
sheet folded in half Written exclusively in Spanish, 
it bore the inscription 'In ex ile ' , indicative of the 
understanding we had at tha t time that Puerto Ricans 
in the U S were part of the Puerto Rican nation, and 
as such we were in a foreign country, in exile

We have gone through a lot of changes since then 
In July 1971, RESISTENCIA became bilingual publi­
cation This was done after an intense internal strug­
gle against those who alleged that to write in English 
was to assim ilate This line was defeated, as it 
was a sectarian error, which liquidated the possib i­
lity of reaching thousands of young Puerto Ricans who 
through imperialist oppression had lost the language 
of their parents But s ti ll ,  we continued with our na­
tionalism and in exile

Our main objective at that time was the independence 
for Puerto Rico although our program included social­
ism for the United States However co fronted in our 
da lly w rk with the particular problems which arose 
out of the concrete situation we were involved in 
and through a study of the works of Lenin and Stalin

on the national question (especially Marxism and 
the National Question by Stalin) and the application 
of the fundamental principles of th is work to  the 
concrete reality of Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans in 
the U S , we repudiated the incorrect th e s is  of the 

divided nation Thus in 1972 we put forward that 
Puerto Ricans in the U S constitute a national mi­
nority and that the great majority are part of the 
multinational working c lass in the U S Thus, in 
exile" was eliminated after a struggle against those 
who represented the in terests of the petty bourgeoi­
sie and narrow nationalism still within the organiza­
tion We then put forth as our principal task  the 
building of a new multinational communist party in 
the U S At th is time we adopted the inscription 
'Voice of the Puerto Rican National Minority in our 

publication as part of our struggle against the re ­
visionism and opportunism regarding the national 
question Parallel to our ideological development 
and the purging of unstable elem ents, we intensified 
the struggle around the national question particular­
ly against PSP However our efforts were still limited

A struggle arose , again around the inscription 
( Voice of the Puerto Rican National Minority ) We 
persisted in the prolonged battle against the incor­
rect line of those who held that to remove the slogan

as a 'left" error equivalent to  liquidating the nation­
al question This line was defeated and the slogan 
eliminated with the understanding that while it had 
played a positive ro le, it had now become Its oppo­
s ite , and constituted an obstacle in our daily work 
among the multinational working c lass

Finally while in essence we are a communist orga­
nization in form , elements of nationalism still 
lagged in our name Resistencia Puertorriquena Thus 
we have adopted the name LEAGUE FOR PROLETARIAN 
REVOLUTION (M -L', a name which more accurately 
reflects the revolutionary character and objectives 
of our organization We stand for revolutionary strug­
gle towards the seizure of power, the building of so­
cialism  and the dictatorship of the proletariat We 
believe that th is action constitutes a step forward in 
the struggle for the building of the party against all 
types of opportunism, and towards the fulfillment of 
our ultimate objective, which is Communism



LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE 

DOMINICAN PEOPLE

"U S imperialism has never ceased to subject 
Latin American countries to its interference, con­
trol, subversion and aggression On this occa­
sion the U S Governement has abandoned all such 
deceptive phrases as "the good neighbour policy” 
and "the principle of non-intervention", and car­
ried out naked intervention and aggression in the 
Domincian Republic This has further revealed 
the true features of the U S imperialist gangsters 
( Mao Tse-Tung's Statement Supporting the Domi­
nican People's Resistance to U S Armed Aggres­
sion - May 12, 1965)

This quote of Chairman Mao Tse-Tung which sup­
ports the struggle of the Domincian people against 
Yankee imperialism, clearly shows the nature of 
Yankee Imperialism and their open political aggre­
ssion In this way, they have been subjugating 
Latin America and other parts of the world in order 
to fulfill their hegemomstic ambitions to establish 
spheres of influence throughout the world In the 
last century, as well as with other colonies in 
Latin America, there have been plans to annex the 
Domincian Republic to the United States, as part 
of the Monroe Doctrine reiteriated in the Roosevelt 
Corollary and tens of others projects formulated 
to carry out their imperialistic designs

In the case of the Domincian Republic, the first 
direct and naked intervention by this imperialistic 
power occured in 1916 It lasted 14 years, during 
which time they consolidated their political and 
economic power, supporting a series of dictatorial 
governments that protected their interests Other 
interventions m the Domincian Republic by the 
Yankee imperialists occured in January 1959, 
February, 1960, June, 1961, November, 1961 and 
September, 1963 Such i§ also the nature of the 
invasion by Yankee troops of Dominican territory 
m 1965, which was condemned by a, great majority 
of the Dominican masses who herocially confronted 
the invader, arms in hand

From this heroic struggle against the invader, the 
democratic and revolutionary forces learned great 
lessons The absence of a true Marxist-Lenimst 
Communist Party of the new type was keenly felt 
and constitues a real need in the present revolu­
tionary and patriotic movement This need has been 
made evident by the history of the worldwide prole­
tarian struggle

POLITICAL REPRESSION AGAINST THE REVO­
LUTIONARY AND WORKING CLASS MOVEMENTS

After the revolutionary activities of April, 1965, 
which were stifled by the Yankee intervention, re­
pression against the progressive and revolutionary 
movements intensifies At this time, the "lackey 
of the moment”, for the Yankee imperialists, is 
Joaquin Balaquer whose role is to continue the 
interventionist activities in order to destroy the 
revolutionary movement Thus a bloody campaign 
of terror is unleashed against the progressive and 
revolutionary movement In this struggle, the 
most dedicated sons and daughters of the nation 
fall among them, Manolo Tavarez, el Moreno, etc 
Thousands are jailed and tortured Such is the 
case of Plinio Matos, Jorge Puello (El Men ),
Pena Blanco and others The case of Matos , as 
well as those of o thers  patriots and revolutionaries 
v.vidly portray the bloody charac te r  of these t e r ­
ro r is t  activities ca r r ied  out by the B a lagens t  
dictatorship in conjunction with Yankee im perialism  
Other fighters disappear while many others a re  
forced into exile Forced  to em igrate  due to poli­
tical reasons to other parts of the world In B ru s ­
se ls  the agents of the dictatorship in complicity 
with the C I A  assasinated  one of the most i l lu s ­
trious sons of this struggle, El Moreno In the 
U S Canada and other counti les the bourgeoisie, 
in complicity with Balaguer’s reign of t e r r o r  ex- 
t iad ite  and oppresses  these political exiles The 
Balaguer dictatorship is a reflection of the ampl> 
evident political as well is economic penetration of 
the Dominican Republic by Yankee im perialism  
Cleai examples of this fact is the aforementioned 
le p ie ss io n  of the i evolutionary and w o ik e is  move­
ment as well as the wholesale transfe r  of Domini­
can national le so u rces  to Yankee international 
coipoiations Thus we have the military occupa­
tion of POASI the dock w orke is  union in the Domi­
nican Republic ( a situation which has persisted  
since 1973) a cleai violation of one of the most 
basic l ights  of the working c lass that of freedom

to unionize In light of this harsh reality, one of 
flagarant violation of the most basic democratic 
rights, the progressive and revolutionary move­
ments together with the advanced sectors of the 
oppressed masses, have raised the banner of strug­
gle These sectors confronted the invasion in 1965, 
arms in hand, and let the world see that they were 
ready to defend their rights, today they continue 
their struggle in defense of the interest of the 
Dominican people

There are in the Dominican Republic democratic 
or patriotic organizations as well as revolutionary 
organizations which uphold the banner of Marxism- 
Leninism =Mao Tse-Tung Thought, that is to say the 
banner of the proletariat These organization are 
addressing themselves to the burning questions of 
the revolutionary movement particularly the need 
of a genuine Marxist-Lenimst party of the proletariat, 
a party of the new type On the other hand, there 
also exist in the Dominican Republic, opportunist 
and revisionist organizations such as the Dominican 
"Communist" Party on the other extreme of servility, 
prostrates itself serving as the parrots of the Soviet 
Social-imperialists in their penetration of the revo­
lutionary movement Since Soviet Social-imperialism  
is the mam danger in the worldwide Communist 
Movement it is obvious that it is quite necessary for 
Marxist-Leninists and other progressive and demo­
cratic sectors in the Dominican Republic to remain 
alert and struggle against the danger that the hege- 
monistic ambitions of the Soviet Superpower repre­
sents For in actual fact, these ambitions, in con­
tention with Yankee hegemonism, constitute the 
main source of a third world war

Since the principal contradiction in the Dominican 
Republic is between Yankee imperialism and the 
Dominican people, we believe that the call for a 
United Front of all patriotic and revolutionary forces 
to struggle against this enemy constitutes a correct 
strategy for the Dominican revolution In these 
struggles and actions against the principal enemy, 
we must not be tricked into letting soviet social- 
imperialism sneak into the back door while we are 
closing the front door to Yankee imperialism We 
must remain alert to this danger and be conscious 
of the fact that Soviet Social-imperialism has its 
agents in the left movement, and that we must 
struggle against them We must learn from the 
experience of other peoples, such as the recent 
example of Angola The struggle is thus one against 
both Superpowers

A p o lice  s e a rg e n t  k ic k s  th e  dead  body of a pa tr io t  
a f te r  shoo ting  him dead  in the  s t r e e t  This ac t io n  
c h a ra c t e r i z e s  th e  te r ro r  t a c t i c s  th a t  re ign  to d a y  in 
th e  Dominican Republic u nder  th e  y an k ee  Bala^ er 
d ic ta to r sh ip

A phenomenom which charac te r izes  im perialism  is 
the forced emigration of national groups to the im ­
perialis t countiy such as the Puerto Ricans, Domi­
nicans and others  in the United States

"There is no doubt that in the early stages 
of capitalism nations become welded toge­
ther But there is  also no doubt that in the 
higher stages of capitalism a process of 
dispersion of nations sets in, a process 
whereby whole groups separate off from 
nations and go off m search of a livelihood, 
subsequently settling finally in other regions 
of the state, m the course of which these 
settlers lose their old contacts, acquire 
new contacts in their new domicile, from 
generation to generation acquire new ha­
bits and new tastes, and possibly a new 
language
( Stalin, Marxism and the National Ques­
tion,

Here Stalin describes this process It is in this 
manner, that these groups become integrated in 
the working class of these countries This working 
class includes workers which come from differant 
cultural backgrounds, different languages, etc 
However, they are part of the same multinational 
working class, whose fundamental contradiction 
and therefore whose enemy is the same - the North 
American bourgeoisie This state is multinational, 
because within it there exist different nations and 
national minorities It is this North American 
bourgeoisie, that this multinational working class 
must struggle against and defeat, through the 
socialist revolution

There should be no doubt about the amtount of op­
pression which these national groups experience 
here in the United States The campaign against 
the so-called "illegal aliens”, carried out by the 
bourgeoisie which was nothing more than an attempt 
to find a scapegoat in which to blame the economic 
crisis affecting this country, is proof of this oppres 
sion National minority workers, are the last hired 
and the first fired Cuts in bilingual educational 
programs, discrimination against national minor'- 
ties in jobs, services, housing, etc are further f 
examples of this national oppression And the 
Dominican worker is not immune to this situation, 
one of the most affected national groups in this 
respect Hundreds and thousands of Dominican 
workers as well as Mexicans and other national 
groups, are being deported daily This has become 
a witch hunt, and wave of terror and persecution 
which is used, also, to intensify the political repres­
sion against progressive and revolutionary sectors

THE TASKS OF MARXIST-LENINISTS

"The national question, as put forth by 
the proletariat, that is by Marxism-Le­
ninism, puts forward the unity of the 
working class In Marxism and the Na­
tional Question, Comrade Stalin synthe­
sizes the position of Marxism-Leninism 
making a bnllant exposition on the ques­
tion This book is a study based on the 
objective reality of the historical deve­
lopment of nations during capitalism and 
its highest stage, imperialism, the act­
ual period in which we 1 ive The book 
puts forw ard that workers in each coun­
try must organize themselves regard­
less of their nationality, m a true com­
munist party, which practises proletar­
ian internationalism "
( Resistencia Puertornquena's "Intro­
duction” to their publication of Marxism 
and the National Question in Spanish )

There should be no doubt, that because of the recent 
migration of Dominicans to the United States, the 
working class movement is only now beginning to 
grasp this situation This is seen in the limited 
participation of organizations and Marxist-Lenimst 
groups in the revolutionary process in this country 
The Dominican revolutionary and patriotic organi­
zations in the United States, constitute branches or 
committees of radical parties in the Dominican 
Republic,, and as such to a great degree respond to 
the directives which arise out of their central com­
mittees Thus their goals and tasks respond to the 
objective conditions in the Domincan Republic and 
not those of the United States - which is the terri­
tory where they live, where they have entered into 
social and economic relations with the rest of the 
working class and the North American bourgeoisie, 
and where they are engaged in political activity.

co n t in u ed  on page  4
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This limits the Dominican revolutionaries partici­
pation in the revolutionary movement in the United 
States to primarily deal with those problems that 
affect the Dominican people This opens the door 
to narrow nationalism, something alien to Marxism- 
Leninism, which divides Marxist-Leninists and the 
working class Thus we can see the urgent need 
for the Dominican progressive and revolutionary 
movement to study and analyse the national question 
at the same time that Dominican workers become 
involved in the struggles of the mu ltinational work­
ing class in the United States Already we notice 
in the Dominican revolutionary movement, the 
disposition to study the national question as a pre­
liminary step towards the integration and partici­
pation of the honest Marxist-Lemmsts in the revo­
lutionary process in the United States

We, the Marxist-Lemmsts of other national minori- 
tes, have a role to play in this regard, helping 
other comrades to grasp the duty of Marxist-Lemn- 
lsts in this country regardless of differences be 
they of a national or any other nature In this man­
ner, we will be furthering the process of building 
a Communist Party of the new type in the United 
States, which will represent all national sectors 
which compose the working class in this country 
We will also be building unity among Marxist-Lemn- 
lsts around those tasks which this particular his­
toric period dictates Simultaneously as Dominican 
workers take part in the struggles of the working 
class movement in the United States, we will be 
furthering our task of winning the advanced elements 
of this section of the " dional movement to Com­
munism, in this manne* furthering the level of 
fusion betwĉ  the working class and communist 
movements

In the same manner, it is crucial that Marxist- 
Lei mists here n the Unitea States support and 
concretely aid the revolutionary struggles of the 
oppressed peoples of the colonies and dependent 
countries against imperialism, colonialism and 
hegemonism It is the task of Marxist-Lemmsts 
in the United States to raise the just cause of the 
Dominican people among the masses here and ob­
tain the support of the working class in the spirit 
of proletarian internationalism We have to demand 
that the Balguer dictatorship and their accomp ices 
the Yankee imperialists stop the >'ul a y occupa­
tion of t*'" Sine cato de Ammo P îtuario" (POASI) 
( a port's u ion) and the attacks against the work­
ing class movement as well as demand the immed­
iate and unconditional release of Phmo Matos,
Jorge Puello (El Men), Blanco Pena and all Domi­
nican political prisoners and a stop to political re­
pression in the Dominican Republic and the wave 
of terror that against the revolutionar, and the 
progressive people is being carried on Smp Yan­
kee imperialist plunder of the Dominican Republic' 
As comrade Engels teaches us that "no nation can 
be free if it oppresses other nations " At the same 
time, we must struggle for the democratic rights of 
the Dominicans in the United States - their right of 
work, equality of languages, etc

To the degree that > e are sucessful in fulfilling 
these and other tasks, we will be carrying out our 
struggle in the true spirit of proletarian interna­
tionalism Marxism-Leninism Mao Tse-Tung 
Thought teaches us that the development of the re­
volutionary process in the imperialist countries is 
intimately tied to the development of the revolutiona 
ary process in the dependent countries and the colo­
nies Conversely the development of the revolution­
ary process in the colonies and dependent countries, 
is intimately tied to the development of the revolu­
tionary process in the imperialist countries The 
greatest contribution of all Marxist-Lemmsts in 
the United States to the advancement of the strug­
gle in the Dominican Republic is at this moment 
the building of a multinational Communist Party in 
this country

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE 
DOMINICAN PEOPLE'

STOP THE REPRESSION OF 
REVOLUTIONARIES AND PATRIOTS IN 

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC'

LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN 
INTERNATIONALISM '

Continued from front page 

■ 1  PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION

The socialist activities of Russian 
Social Deinociats consist in spreading by propaganda the 
teachings of scientific socialism m spreading among the 
vvoikers a proper understanding of the present social and 
economic ŝ sUm its basis and its development an under­
standing of the various classes in Russian society of their 
internlations of the struggle between these classes of the 
role of the working class in this struggle of its attitude to­
wards the declining and the developing classes, towards the 
past and the future of capitalism an understanding of the 
historical task of international Social Democracy and of 
the Russian working class Inseparably connected with prop­
aganda is agitation among the workers, which naturally 
comes to the forefront in the present political conditions of 
Russia and at the present level of development of the masses 
of workers Agitation among the workers means that the 
Social Democrats take part in all the spontaneous manifes­
tations of the working class struggle, in all the conflicts 
between the workers and the capitalists over the working 
day wages working conditions, etc , etc Our task is to 
merge our activities with the practical everyday questions 
of working-class life to help the workers understand these 
questions to draw the workers attention to the most im­
portant abuses to help them formulate their demands to 
the employers more precisely and practically, to develop 
among the workers consciousness of their solidarity, con­
sciousness of the common interests and common cause of all 
the Russian workers as a united working class that is part 
of the international army of the proletariat To organise 
study circles among workers, to establish proper and secret 
connections between them and the central group of Social- 
Democrats to publish and distribute working class liter­
ature, to organise the receipt of correspondence from all 
centies of the working class movement to publish agita­
tional leaflets and manifestos and to distribute them and 
to train a body of experienced agitators—such in broad 
outline are the manifestations of the socialist activities 
of Russian Sociai Democracy

And so we must qualify the many ideas in propagan­
da as "spreading the teachings of scientific socia­
lism", of Marxism-leninism M 1 0  Tse tung thought 
and qualifying agitation as 1) "taking part in the 
spontaneous struggles of the masses” and 2) helping 
the workers to understand the p-ob'ems they face, 
giving them political direction in their struggle ana 
promoting class consciousness and proletarian in­
ternationalism among them By so doing, we'll 
have a clearer and more complete understanding 
of both concepts And it is important that we emoha- 
size Lenin's categorical statement tha* "agitation 
is inseparably linked to propaganda” Yes, INSEPA­
RABLY This is why we have consistently critici­
zed the incorrect "ultra-leftist' postion of PRRWO 
that propaganda is not only the chief, bu1 the only 
form of activity in this period

Propaganda is understood by a numerically sma­
ller sector of people than is agitation In order to 
undei stand Marxism-leninism Mao Tse tung thought 
workers need a certain degree of ideological and 
political development tha' only through training can 
be achieved We can't forget one of the basic tea­
chings that "the socialist consciousness comes to ' 
the working class from outside " Thus, due to the 
comolexity of the problems dealt with in propagan­
da, relations and smuggle between classes, the 
S'ate, imoerialism and social-imperialism, the 
need for the party, the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat and socialism, etc , only the most advanced 
workers are in a position to understand the larger 
part of that propaganda, the average workers a le­
sser part and he less ad/anced workers very little

Lei it be clear that this is in 'erms of the contents 
of the propaganda We have to make this pom* very 
clear because many com-ades believe that the com­
plexity of propaganda is not only based on its con­
tents but that we also have to add to its complexity 
by using ’refined" language, lots of phrase monge- 
ring and twisted syntax That, comrades, has no­
thing to do with o-opaganda That is pure petty 
bourgeois windbag attitude The most revolutionary 
is not the one that best disguises the consents of his 
message and makes it more difficult to understand 
But on the contrary, those who make the formula- 
tioi m a clearer and simpler (not simolistic) way 
On this question G Dimitrov ooints out that

"Furthermore it most be borne in mind 
tha the masses cannot assimilate our 
decisions unless we learn to speak a lan­
guage which they understand We do not 
always knov nov 'o speak simoly, con­
cretely, in images which are familiar 
and intelligible to the masses We are 
still unable to refrain from abstract for­
mulas which we have learnt by ro'e As 
a matter of fact, if you look through our 
leaflets, newspapers, resolutions and 
theses, you will find tha1 they are often 
written in a language and style so heavy 
that they are difficult for even our party 
functionaries to understand, let alone 
the rank-and-file workers "

In the same speech, he adds

"When writing or speaking, always have 
m mind the rank-and-file worker who 
must understand you, must believe in 
your appeal and be ready to follow you 
You must have in mind those for whom 
you write, to whom you speak "

Georgi Dimitrov Report to the 7th Con­
gress of the Communist International

Hence we have to avoid confusing our inability to 
transmit an idea with the workers' capacity to un­
derstand and accept scientific socialism Let's 
not blame the workers for our incapacity and the 
sectarian way in which we write many times We 
have to end the "Doctoral thesis" style of writing 
that is so common m the communist movement in 
the United States

Our propaganda in this period, the period of the 
building of the party, has to be mainly directed to 
tha advanced so that we can win and consolidate 
them to communism We want to emphasize that 
"ma nly” does not mean "eqjally" nor "exclusive­
ly" Thus, we have to combat the right deviation 
in this question which belittles the role of the ad­
vanced and the role oc propaganda in relation to 
the advanced (WVO - OL) and the "left" deviation 
which views propaganda as only aimed at i 
vanced ( PRRWO - RWL ) The right deviat . 
which is the mam danger at this time, is subsu 
tuting agitation for propaganda and the liquic’ai ng 
the role o' the advanced, limiting the work to y ’re 
economist agitation among the masses The "left" 
devation completely liquidates agitation and the 
work among the average and less advanced workers 
and in practice it also liquidates propaganda which 
cannot exist separated from agitation Both devia­
tions adversely affect the process of fusion between 
the communist movement and the working class 
movement

"The separation of the working class mo­
vement and socialism give rise to weak­
ness and underdevelopment in each the 
theories of the socialists, unfused with me 
workers' struggle, remaineu nothing more 
than utopieas, good wishes and that had no 
effect on real life, the working ''lass move­
ment remained petty, fragmented, arJ. did 
not acquire political significance, was not 
enlightened by the advanced science of its 
time "

Lenin A Retrograde Trend in Russian 
Social Democracy Page 264 Complete 
Works

FUSION, MAIN DANGER

There have been a lot of arguing back and forth, bu* 
very little analyses in relation to what is the level 
of fusion between the communist movement and the 
working class movement in the U S today WVO

Continues on Page 5

"It is our duty always to intensify and broaden our v'ork and influence 
ami ng the masses A Communis1 who does no' do this is not r com­
munist No branch, group, or circle can be considered a com i'uni_t 
organization if it does noi do worx to 'his end steadily and regularly 
"Without this work, political activity would inevitably degenerate into 
a game, because this activity acqu res real importance for the pro'e- 
taria' oily when, and insofar as it arouses the mass of a definite 
class, w ns its interest, and mobilises it to ta.ee an active, foremost 
part m evei's

ON CONFOUNDING POLITICS WITH PEDAGOGICS
Lenin, Collected Works, Volume 3, pp 452-455
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sa y s  th a t  I t 's  ju s t  b eg inn ing  w h ile  PRRWO m ain ­
ta in s  th a t  i t 's  h ig h ly  ad v a n ce d  H ow ever, n e ith e r  
o rg an iz a tio n  p u ts  fo rth  th e  b a s is  fo r th e ir  p o s it io n  
O L, a s  a lw a y s .  Is rea d y  to  b u ild  th e  party  now In 
our u n d e rs ta n d in g , th e  a b s e n c e  of a com m unist 
p a rty  in  th e  U S  Is a n  u n d e n iab le  proof of th e  low  
le v e l  of fu s io n  b e tw een  bo th  m ovem ents W ith in  th e  
w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent th e  In flu en ce  of th e  com mu­
n is t  m ovem ent Is v ir tu a lly  n o n -e x is te n t  Even r e ­
v is io n is ts  and rig h t o p p o r tu n is ts  w ith  a l l  th e i r  t a i ­
ling  b eh in d  th e  m a s s e s  hav e  no re a l In flu en ce  In th e  
w orking c la s s  m ovem ent T hat is  why w ith in  th e  
w orking c la s s  reform ism  and  n o t r ig h t opportun ism  
o r re v is io n ism  is  th e  m ain  d an g e r  In our w ork w ith ­
in  th e  w orking c la s s  m ovem ent w e m ust d ire c t our 
m ain b low  a g a in s t  th e  labo r a r is to c ra c y  W ith in  
th is  m ovem ent th o s e  th a t  have  re a l In flu en ce  a re  
M ean y , F itz s im m o n s , G o tbaum , Leon D a v is ,e tc  
and  no t th e  OL and  WVO, no t to  m en tion  " u l tra -  
l e f t i s t s "  su c h  a s  PRRWO and  RWL, w hich  re a lly  
d o n 't  e x is t  fo r th e  w orking c l a s s  T h is d o es  n o t d e ­
ny  th e  f a c t  th a t  in  som e a re a s  of th e  coun try  or in  a 
p a r tic u la r  in d u s tr ia l s e c to r  or s e rv ic e  a re a  a r e v i ­
s io n is t  o r M enshev ik  o rg a n iz a tio n  m ay hav e  som e 
lim ite d  in flu en ce  in c lu d in g  being  in th e  le a d e rsh ip  
o f c e r ta in  s tru g g le s  In th o se  p a r tic u la r  c a s e s ,  
th e s e  o rg a n iz a t io n s , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  labo r a r i s to ­
c ra c y  a re  th e  ta rg e t  o f our m ain blow

T h is  is  n o t to  sa y  th a t  w e do n o t re c o g n iz e  th e  work 
b e in g  done in  th e  w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent by  M ar­
x i s t - l e n in i s t  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  M a rx is t-L e n in is t c o l le c —  
t iv e s  and  M a r x is t - l e n in i s t  In d iv id u a ls , w hich  Is 
g ea red  to  fu se  th e s e  tw o g rea t m ovem ents The f ir s t  
and  th e  b ig g e s t s te p  in  th i s  fu s io n  Is co n c re tiz e d  
w ith  th e  b u ild in g  of th e  p a rty  T hat is  w hy w e d e ­
fen d  a s  co rrec t th e  fo rm u la tion  th a t  a l l  our work 
m ust be  s e e n  in th e  co n tex t of p a rty  b u ild in g  All 
our a c t iv i t ie s  m ust be s e e n  w ith in  th e  co n te x t o f how 
th e y  w ill a id  in a c c e le ra t in g  th i s  p ro c e s s  W hoever 
d e v ia te s  ev e n  a  l i t t l e ,  ev e n  for a m om ent is  o b je c t ­
iv e ly  a ffe c tin g  and  s a c r if ic in g  w h a t is  in  th e  b e s t  
in te r e s ts  of th e  w orking c l a s s  Lenin p o in ts  ou t

Our principal and fundamental task is to facilitate the 
political development and the political organisation of 
tie  woikmg class Those who push this task into the back­
ground who -o, use to subordinate to it all the special 
tasl s and particular methods of struggle are following 
a false path and causing serious harm tp the movement 
And it is being pushed into the Jbackground, firstly by 
those who call upon revolutionaries to employ only the 
forces of isolated conspiratorial circles cut off from the work­
ing-class movemeut m the struggle against the government 
It is being pushed into the background secondly by those 
who rcstuct the content and scope of political propaganda 
agitation and organisation who think it fit and proper 
to treal, the wo"ktrs to politics on'y at exceptional mo­
ments m their li\es only on festive occasions, who too 
solicitously substitute Demands for partial concessions 
fiom the autocracy for tho political struggle against the 
autocracy and who do not go to sufficient lengths to ensure 
that these demands for partial concessions are raised to 
the s'atus of a nystemat c implacable struggle of a revolu­
tionary working class p-rtv against the autocracy

Lenin  C o lle c te d  W orks Vol 4 Pg 369

It w ould  do w ell to  po in t out th a t  w h ile  we ho ld  th a t  
a l l  our work m ust be  s e e n  in th e  co n tex t o f ou r c e n ­
t r a l  t a s k ,  w hich  is  p a rty  b u ild in g , th i s  q u ite  d if fe ­
ren t th in g  th a t  to  s a y  "our p r in c ip a l and  on ly  ta s k  
i s  to  b u ild  th e  party  (PRRWO) The f i r s t  p o s it io n  
re c o g n iz e s  th a t  b e c a u s e  our p r in c ip a l and  fu n d a ­
m en ta l ta s k  is  to  b u ild  th e  p a r ty , a l l  our w ork m ust 
b e  se e n  a s  a fun c tio n  of and  in th e  se rv ic e  of th i s  
t a s k  The seco n d  p o s it io n  is  p u re ly  " le f t in fa n t i ­
l i s m , p e tty  b o u rg eo is  id e a lis m , w h ich  re s u l t s  in th e  
liq u id a tio n  of a l l  th e  p ra c tic a l  a c t iv i t ie s  o f com mu­
n is t s

The righ t o p p o r tu n is ts  m ake eco n o m is t a g i ta t io n ,  craw  
craw ling  beh ind  th e  m a s s e s ,  th e i r  m ain ta s k  They 
se e  th e  p a rty  a s  an  ou tgrow th  of th e  m ass  m ovem ent 
T h is is  w hy OL a f te r  2 or 3 y e a rs  o f p u re ly  eco n o m is t 
p ra c tic e  c an  sa y  th a t  " the  o b jec tiv e  and  su b je c tiv e  
co n d itio n s  for th e  b u ild in g  of th e  party  a lre ad y  e x is t  ' 
T hat is  w hy WVO s p e a k s  of a m a ss  p a rty  w ith  a 
L e n in is t c o re " .  The c e n te r ,  we a ssu m e  w ill be WVO 
w hich  h a s  p rocla im ed  i t s e l f  to  be  an  " I r re v e rs ib le  
tre n d  and  th e  m a s s e s  w ill be co n v in ced  by m eans 
of th e i r  'C o e 'i t io n s  a g a in s t  th e  Budget C u ts  T h ese  
rig h t o p p o r tu n is ts  in  an  a ttem p t to  lim it th e  a c t iv i ­
ty  of th e  m a s s e s  to  m ere econom ic  s tru g g le s  a re  in 
p ra c tic e  s a c r if ic in g  th e  in d ep en d en ce  of th e  w orking 
c l a s s  and  co n v ertin g  i t  in to  a  m ere ap p en d ag e  of th e  
la b o r  a r is to c ra c y  an d  l ib e ra l  p o li t ic ia n s  , and  c o n ­
seq u en tly  o f th e  b o u rg e o is ie .  It is  w ith in  th i s  c o n ­
te x t  th a t  w e m ust a n a ly z e  th e  s lo g a n  U n ite  to  Ex­
p o se  of WVO a n d  th e  T ig h t  Sack  C o a litio n "  of th e  
OL Lenin s teaefaing-

It is  th e  t a s k  c f  th e  S o c ia l-D e m o c ra ts , by 
o rg an iz in g  t h e  w o rk e rs ,  by condu c tin g  p ro ­
paganda an d  a g i ta t io n  am ong th e m , to  tu rn

th e ir  sp o n ta n e o u s  s tru g g le  a g a in s t  th e i r  o pp re ­
s s o r s  in to  th e  s tru g g le  of th e  w hole c l a s s ,  
in to  th e  s tru g g le  of a d e f in ite  p o l i t ic a l  p a r ­
ty  fo r d e f in ite  p o li t ic a l  and  s o c ia l i s t  id e a ls  
T h is is  som eth ing  th a t  can n o t be ac h ie v e d  
by  lo c a l  a c t iv i ty  a lo n e  "

L enin  C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 4 ,  Pg 216

is  d is to r te d  by th e  OL and  WVO in  o rder to  ju s t ify  
th e i r  p u re ly  eco n o m is t a g i ta t io n  am ong th e  m a s s e s  
an d  th e ir  le av in g  "p ro p ag an d a"  fo r c e r ta in  o c c a s s lo n s  
and  c e r ta in  p la c e s

The " le f t"  o p p o r tu n is ts  a re  no t an  a l te rn a tiv e  bu t a 
d ire c t com plem en t to  th e  r ig h t o p p o r tu n is ts  U nder 
th e  p re te x t o f w inning  th e  ad v a n ce d  w h ich  fo r them  
is  a ra re  an im al now here to  be fo u n d , th e s e  oppor­
tu n i s t s  do no t ca rry  any  ty p e  of p ropaganda  or a g i ­
ta t io n  am ong th e  m a sse s

S tick in g  pu re ly  to  th e  le t te r  of M arx ism -len in ism  
w ith o u t ta k in g  in to  a c c o u n t th e  co n d itio n s  u n d er 
w h ich  one o r an o th e r  p o s tio n  w as  pu t forw ard and  
w ith o u t b o th e rin g  ab o u t S ta l in 's  te a c h in g s  to  do 
'c o n c re te  a n a ly s i s  of c o n c re te  c o n d i t io n s " ,  "E very ­

th in g  d ep e n d s  on on p la c e ,  tim e  and  c o n d i t io n s " ,  
PRRWO-RWL a l le g e  th a t  in  th i s  period  no  a g i ta t io n  
ca n  be d ire c te d  a t  th e  m a s s e s  nore is  th e re  any  
n ee d  fo r "o rg an ic  c o n ta c t"  b e tw e en  th e  com m unist 
m ovem ent and  th e  w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent For them  
p ro p ag an d a  is  to  be a im ed  on ly  a t  th e  a d v a n c e d , no 
w ork n eed  be done w ith  th e  in te rm ed ia te  of th e  l e s s  
ad v a n ce d  u n ti l  a f te r  th e  p a rty  is  form ed They b a s e  
th e i r  p o s it io n  in  th a t  S ta lin  s a y s  th a t  in  th e  f i r s t  
period

" th e  p eriod  of th e  fo rm ation  of th e  v a n ­
g uard  (i e  th e  party) of th e  p r o le ta r ia t , th e  
period  of m u ste rin g  th e  P a r ty 's  c a d re s  In 
th i s  perio d  th e  P arty  w as  w eak  i t  had  a p ro ­
gram m e and  g en e ra l p r in c ip le s  of t a c t i c s ,  
bu t a s  a p a rty  of m a ss  a c tio n  i t  w as  w eak  
He ad d s  "The p r in c ip a l ta s k  of com m unism  
in  R u ss ia  in  th a t  p eriod  w as to  re c ru it in to  
th e  P arty  th e  b e s t  e lem e n ts  of th e  w orking 
c l a s s ,  th o s e  who w ere  m ost a c t iv e  an d  m ost 
d ev o ted  to  th e  c a u s e  of th e  p ro le ta r ia t  to  
form th e  ran k s  of th e  p ro le ta r ia n  p a rty  and  
to  pu t it  firm ly  on i t s  fe e t " L enin adds 
"to  w in th e  van g u ard  of th e  p ro le ta r ia t"  
'p ro p ag an d a  is  th e  c h ie f  form of a c t iv i ­

ty  in  th is  p e rio d "  S ta l in ,  "The Party  
Before and  A fter th e  T aking of Pow er" ,
C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 5

So b a s e d  on w hat a re  th e  p rin c ip a l a s p e c ts  of th e  
f i r s t  p e rio s  -  c o n c e n tra te  on o u r s e lv e s ,  w in  th e  a d ­
v a n c e d ,  p ropaganda  th e  c h ie f  form of a c t iv i ty ,  
PRRWO-RWL liq u id a te  th e  o th e r  a s p e c ts  -  pay  a t te n ­
tio n  to  th e  m a s s e s ,  in f lu e n ce  and  upg rad e  th e  in te r ­
m ed ia te  and  l e s s  ad v a n ce d  and  ca rry  ou t a g i ta t io n  
The w ay  in  w h ich  th e s e  le f t"  o p p o r tu n is ts  se e  th e  
w ho le  p ro c e s s  is  m e c h a n ica l an d  o n e -s id e d  They 
don t  s e e  s ta g e s  d ia le c t ic a l ly ,  in  th e  p ro c e s s  of 
d ev e lo p m e n t, bu t a s  s t a t i c  and  l i f e le s s  ' f i r s t  t h i s ,  
and  w hen we re f in is h e d ,  th e n  th e  o th e r"  is  th e ir  
lo g ic  They hold  th a t  th e re  can  be no a g i ta t io n  a t  a l l  
u n ti l  th e re  is  a  p a r ty ,  th a t  no  o rg an ic  c o n ta c t w ith  
th e  m a s s e s  c a n  be  had  u n ti l  th e  se co n d  p e rio d , th a t  
th e  ad v a n ce d  a re  w on e x c lu s iv e ly  th rough  p ro p ag an ­
d a , e t c  Let s s e e  w hat M arx ism -L en in ism  s a y s  a -  
b o u t th i s

S ta lin  p o in ts  ou t in  th e  H is to ry  of CPSU(B) th a t

'L enin  put befo re  th e  L eague of S truggle th e  
ta s k  of form ing c lo s e r  co n n e c tio n s  w ith  th e  
m ass  w o rk in g -c la s s  m ovem ent and  of g iv ing  
it  p o l i t ic a l  le a d e rs h ip  Lenin  p ro p o sed  to  
p a s s  from th e  p ropaganda of M arxism  among 
th e  few  p o li t ic a l ly  ad v a n ce d  w orkers  who 
g a th e re d  in  th e  p ropaganda  c i rc le s  to  p o li­
t i c a l  a g i ta t io n  am ong th e  broad m a s s e s  of 
th e  w orking c l a s s  on is s u e s  of th e  d ay  T his 
tu rn  to w ard s  m ass a g i ta t io n  w as  of profound 
im portance  fo r th e  su b se q u e n t d eve lopm en t 
o f th e  w o rk in g -c la s s  m ovem ent in R ussia  ' 
H is to ry  of th e  CPSU(B), P ages 16-17

T hat w as  in  1895, w e ll befo re  th e  Party  w as  b u il t  So 
a lth o u g h  th e  c h ie f  form o f a c t iv i ty  w as  p ro p ag a n d a , th e  
R u ss ian  M a rx is ts  a is o  c o n s is te n t ly  c a rrie d  out a g i ta ­
tio n  F u rth e r, re fe rrin g  to  th e  need  for com m unist 
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in th e  sp o n ta n eo u s  m a ss  s tru g g le s ,  th a t  
th e y  g ive  d ire c tio n  and com m unist le a d e rsh ip  Lenin 
p o in ts  out

' C a lls  fo r a c t io n ,  no t in th e  g e n e ra l ,  bu t in 
th e  c o n c re te  s e n s e  of th e  te rm  ca n  be m ade 
on ly  a t  th e  p la c e  of a c tio n  on ly  th o s e  who 
th e m s e lv e s  go in to  a c t io n ,  and  do so  imme­
d ia te ly  c an  sound such  c a l l s  "
Lenin  W hat is  to  be d o n e ^ Page 8 8 , Foreign 
L anguages P -=ss (Peking) .

IT S FALSE THAT AGITATION MUST WAIT UNTIL 
AFTER THE PARTY IS BUILT

D e sp ite  t h i s ,  PRRWO c a l l s  any  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e  
sp o n ta n e o u s  m a ss  s tru g g le  "econom ism " an d  bow ­
ing to  sp o n ta n e i ty ' and  c la im s  th a t  th e re  is  no need  
fo r o rg an ic  c o n ta c t b e tw e en  th e  com m unist m ovem ent 
and  th e  w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent a t  th i s  tim e D is ­
c u s s in g  th e  ro leo f  a  com m unist n e w sp a p e r , L enin 
p o in ts  out

"The a v e ra g e  w orker w ill no t u n d e rs ta n d  som e 
of th e  a r t i c le s  in  a n ew sp a p e r  th a t  a im s to  be 
th e  o rgan  cf th e  P a rty , he w ill no t be ab le  
to  g e t a fu ll g ra sp  of an  in tr ic a te  th e o re t ic a l  
o r p ra c t ic a l  problem  T h is d o es  n o t a t  a l l  
m ean  th a t  th e  n ew sp a p e r  m ust lo w er i t s e l f  
to  th e  le v e l  o f th e  m a ss  of i t s  r e a d e rs  The 
n e w sp a p e r , on th e  c o n tra ry , m ust r a is e  th e i r  
le v e l  an d  h e lp  prom ote ad v a n ce d  w orkers 
from th e  m iddle s tra tum  of w orkers  Such 
w o rk e rs , ab so rb e d  by lo c a l  p ra c tic a l  work 
and  in te re s te d  m ain ly  in  th e  e v e n ts  of th e  
w o rk in g -c la s s  m ovem ent and  th e  im m ediate 
p rob lem s of a g i ta t io n ,  sh o u ld  c o n n e c t th e ir  
v e ry  a c t  w ith  th o u g h ts  of th e  e n t ire  R u ssian  
w o rk in g -c la s s  m ovem en t, i t s  h is to r ic a l  t a s k ,  
and  th e  u lt im a te  g o a l of s o c ia l is m ,  so  th a t  , 
th e  n e w sp a p e r , th e  m a ss  of w hose  re a d e rs  
a re  a v e ra g e  w o rk e rs , m ust c o n n e c t so c ia l ism  
and  th e  p o li t ic a l  s tru g g le  w ith  ev e ry  lo c a l an  
and  narrow  q u e s tio n  " Lenin  R etrograde Trend 
in  R u ss ian  S o c ia l-D e m o c ra cy  Vol 4 LCW

C le a rly  se e in g  th a t  a n ew sp a p e r  d ire c te d  on ly  a t  th e  
ad v a n ce d  w ould  le a v e  th e  lo w er s tr a ta  d ev o id  of p ro ­
p ag an d a  an d  a g i ta t io n ,  L en in  ad d s

Lastly, behind the stratum of average workers come9 
the mass that constitutes the lower strata of the prole­
tariat It is quite possible that a socialist newspaper will be 
completely or well-mgb incomprehensible to them (even in 
Western Europe the number of Social-Democratic voters is 
much largor than the number of readers of Social Democrat 
ic newspapers) but it would be absurd to conclude from 
this that the nowspaper of the Social-Democrats should 
adapt itself to the lowest possible level of the workers 
The only thing that follows from this is that different forms 
of agitation and propaganda must be brought to bear on 
these strata—pamphlets written in more popular lan 
guage, ora) agitation, and chiefly—leaflets on local events 
The Social Democrats should not confine themselves even 
to this, it is quite possible that the first steps towards 
arousing the consciousness of the lower strata of the workers 
will have to take the form of legal educational activities

L enin  Ib id

Continues on Page 6
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PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION

PROPAGANDA IS THE CHIEF FORM OF ACTIVITY

W e reaffirm  th e  c o r re c tn e s s  of th e  fo rm u la tion  th a t  
p ro paganda  is  th e  c h ie f  form of a c t iv i ty  in  th i s  p e ­
r io d  It is  th rough  p ropaganda  th a t  w e c a n  ad v an ce  
th e  p ro c e s s  of u n itin g  M a rx ls t-L e n in is ts  (w hich is  
prim ary) and  w in  and  c o n so lid a te  th e  a d v an ced  to  
com m unism  (the se co n d a ry  ta s k  in  re la tio n  to  th e  f i r i t ,  
bu t w h ich  is  c a rr ie d  ou t s im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  i t  )
T h is  is  so  a s  long  a s  we com bine our p ropaganda 
w ith  a g i ta t io n ,  a s  long  a s  w e d o n 't  lim it a l l  p ro p ag an ­
da on ly  to  th e  ad v a n c e d  and  p a r t ic ip a te  a c t iv e ly ,  
p rov id ing  d ire c tio n  and  com m unist le a d e rs h ip  in  th e  
sp o n ta n e o u s  m ass s tru g g le s  W e c o n c e n tra te  on th e  
a d v an ced  w o rk e rs , no t b e c a u se  w e h ave  d is d a in  or 
u n d e rra te  th e  l e s s  a d v a n c e d , bu t b e c a u s e  we know  
th a t  on ly  by w inn ing  th e  le a d e rs  o f th e  c la s s  to  our 
s id e ,  th o s e  who in  ev e ry  in s ta n c e  de te rm in e  th e  c h a ­
ra c te r  of th e  w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent, c a n  we e v e n t­
u a lly  u n ite  th e  c la s s  and  le a d  in  an  o rg an ized  m anner 
to  th e  s e iz u re  o f p o w er, th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  of th e  p ro ­
le ta r i a t ,  and  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of s o c ia lism  The t e a ­
ch in g s  of L enin  a re  e s s e n t i a l  in th i s  r e s p e c t  in o r ­
d e r  to  b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d -W h y  th e  A dvanced  7 and  
W hy p ro paganda  7

Hence, those uho ac­
cuse the Russian Social Democrats of being narrow minded, 
of trying to ignore the mass of the labouring popuiation for 
the sake of the factory workers, are profoundly mistaken 
On the contrary, agitation among the advanced sections of 
the proletariat is the surest and the only way to rouse (as 
the movement expands) the entire Russian proletariat The 
dissemination of socialism and of the idea of the class strug­
gle among the urban workers will inevitably cause these ideas 
to flow in the smaller and more scattered channels This 
requires that these ideas take deeper root among the better 
prepared elements arid spread throughout the vanguard of 
the Russian working-class movement and of the Russian 
revolution

In reg a rd s  to  p u b lic a tio n s  we have p rov ided  com m u­
n is ts  and  ad v an ced  w o rk ers  in  th e  US w ith  M arxism  
and  th e  N a tio n a l Q u e s tio n  by  Jo seph  S ta lin  (not pu ­
b lis h e d  in  S pan ish  s in c e  1939) in  E ng lish  A R etrogra ­
de Trend in R u ss ian  S o c ia l-D em o cracy  by Lenin and  
a r t ic le s  on S tra teg y  and  T a c tic s  by  Jo sep h  S ta lin  
We h ave  a l s o  rep ro d u ced  a s e r ie s  of a r t ic le s  from 
Peking  R eview  and  A lbania  Today O ur o rg a n iz a tio n  
h a s  c o n s is te n tly  d is tr ib u te d  th e s e  p u b lish e d  w orks 
a s  w e ll a s  our own p ro p ag an d a , m a g az in e s  from 
C hina and  A lbania  and  c l a s s i c s  of M arx ism -L en in ism  
in f a c to r i e s ,  sc h o o o ls  and  w orking c l a s s  com m uni­
t i e s  T his is  an  im portan t an d  in te g ra l p a rt of our 
p ropaganda  w ork

In fin ish in g  th i s  f i r s t  a r t ic le  on a g i ta t io n  and  p ropa ­
gan d a  , w e s e e  th e  n eed  to  fu r th e r s tu d y  and  d e e p e n  
our u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th i s  q u e s t io n , an d  th u s  im prove 
o u r  a g i ta t io n  and  p ropaganda  in  p ra c tic e  L a s t ly ,  
w e sho u ld  p o in t ou t a n o th e r  in c o rre c t te n d e n c y  th a t  
e x i s t s  w ith in  th e  com m unist m ovem ent reg a rd in g  th e  
r e la tio n s h ip  b e tw een  p ropaganda  an d  a g i ta t io n  T hat 
is  th e  te n d e n c y  to  se e  a g i ta t io n  and  p ro paganda  in 
tw o  s ta g e s  f i r s t  a g ita tio n  and  th e n  p ro p ag an d a  -  
a g i ta t io n  in  o rd e r to  p rep are  th e  w orkers t  o u n d e rs ta n d  

p ro p a g a n d a . T h is is  a n  in c o rrec t rig h t p o s itio n  
w h ich  a s  a m a tte r  o f fa c t w as  prom oted by th e  e c o ­
n o m is ts  w h ich  L enin  m a je s t ic a l ly  co m b a tted  in  W hat 
is  to  be done 7 The u s e  of p ro paganda  or a g i ta t io n ,  
o r bo th  s im u ta n e o u s ly , o r th e  u s e  of one f i r s t  and 
th e n  th e  o th e r  n ex t or w h a tev e r o rder th e y  a re  u se d  
in  a  p a r t ic u la r  p la c e ,  is  d e te rm in ed  b y  c o n c re te  c o n ­
d it io n s  of th e  p la c e ,  th e  s p e c if ic  a c t iv i ty ,  e tc  , and  
no t by a  m e c h a n ic a l form ula

C om rades The p a rty  h a s  to  be b u il t  in  f ie rc e  b a t t le  
a g a in s t  a l l  ty p e s  of opportun ism  On th e  q u e s tio n  of 
a g i ta t io n  and  p ropaganda  OL an d  WVO have a rig h t 
o p p o rtu n is t lin e  w h ile  RWL and  PRRWO h ave  a " le ft 
o p p o rtu n is t l in e .  Both lin e s  com plem ent and  n o u rish  
e a c h  o th e r W e m ust d e fe a t b o th !

L enin  C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 2 ,  Pg 331

P ro p ag an d a , lik e  a g i ta t io n ,  ta k e s  m any d iffe ren t 
form s The n e w sp a p e r , l e a f l e t s ,  fo ru m s, co n fe re n ­
c e s ,  s tu d y  c i r c le s  (ch ie f form u s e d  to  c o n so lid a te  
ad v a n c e d  e le m e n ts ) , d is c u s s io n  of i t s  p a p e r ,e tc  
a re  th e  form s w e u s e  m ost We a ls o  c o n s id e r  im por­
ta n t  th e  p ropaganda  v a lu e  of c o n v e rs a tio n s  w ith  a d ­
v a n c e d  w o rk e rs , c o n ta c ts ,  n e ig h b o rs , e tc  F in a l ly , 
so  fa r a s  p ropaganda  is  c o n c e rn e d , "we w an t to  po in t 
ou t th e  p u b lic a tio n  and  d is tr ib u tio n  o f M a rx is t-L e n i­
n is t  w orks

And so, to work comrades' Let us not lose precious tune! 
Russian Social-Democrats havo much to do to meet the 
requirements of the awakening proletariat, to organise the 
working class movement to strengthen the revolutionary 
groups and their mutual ties to supply the workers with 
propaganda and agitational literature, and to unite the 
workers circles and Social Democratic groups scattered 
ail over Russia into a single Social Democratic Labour 
Party\

L en in , C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 2

Marxist-LeninistSj Unite and Win the advanced to communism!

ffttuoro* the other band if the  polemic n  not  to  to  
fruit Iph* if it i<* not to ffoLPiipr^tp in to  personal r ivalry 
if it i not to  lead to  i i onfu ion of to  a confound
ini, < f enemies and fr iends it n  absolu te ly  e th a t
t b e q m  lion of tin prngrimra< be m t r  >dured in to  the  polemic 
The polenn will lie of benefit onlv if it makes  < lf*ar in 

wbat llu  different e a i l i ia l lv  copsict hnn pro found  they 
l i t  win ther  they »ro differences of substance or differences op 
p t r t i a l  qiK-stioiis whether  or pot the<.n differences interfere  
with tomiTion work in the  ranks  of one and the  s a n e  party  
(>nhf the  inirodut  t ion  of the  programm e question  in to 
fh p« leiuu only a definite  s ta tem en t  by the  two polemic* 
mp parties  on their  program m atic  views < an provide an an 
\ u r  to «11 these quest ions questions  th a t  in s is ten tly  da 

m tnd  an tiujWt i I he elaf or tt ion of i i ommon programme far 
tp t i t y s | i  mnl in I o f  t ourse put an * nd to all p< leones 
il will firmly est ibl ish those basu views on the  charac te r  
the  imis uni the  t «sk of our movement whn li m u s t  s i rve  
i tin haunt r of i fighting party  i party that  t e n j i i n s t o i  

s o l i d  a h ' 1 a ml im il id  despite partia l differen es of opinion 
among it> n n m b t r s  on part ia l  question

L en in , A D raft Programme of Our P a rty , 
C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Volume 2

It is the task of Social Democracy to develop the politi 
cal consciousness of the masses and not to drag along at the 
tail end of the masses that have no political rights, secondly, 
and this is most important it is untrue that the masses 
will not understand the idea of political struggle Even 
the most backward worker will understand the idea pro­
vided of course the agitator or propagandist is able to 
approach him in such a way as to communicate the idea to 
him to explain it in understandable language on the 
basis of fac*s the worker knows from everyday experience 
But this condition is just as indispensable for clarifying 
the economic struggle in this field too the backward 
worker from the lower or middle strata of the masses will 
not be able to assimilate the general idea of economic 
struggle it is an ides that can be absorbed by a 
few educated workers whom the masses will follow 
guided by their instincts and their direct, immediate 
.interests

L en in , A propos of th e  P ro fe ss io n  de F o i,
C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 4 , Page 291

NEXT I SSUE:
***OL’s 'NEW” PROPOSAL

*** PUERTO RfCO S REVOLUTION 
IS A TWO STAGE REVOLUTION

***SUM-UP OF THE HOSPITAL WORKERS 
STRIKE

* * * PAR T III OF POLEMICS WITH THE
LEFT OPPORTUNISTS PRRWO-RWL

Party  Building

We have received many requests from our com­
rades asking what readings they should make m 
order to get a better grasp on the question of 
party building The following li$t is being used 
in our study circles More readings are in the 
process of being incorporated as we realize tha1 
this one is far from complete We welcome 
criticisms of the list and also suggestions of 
other readings that should be added

In case tha1 it be impossible for comrades to get 
a ho’d of any of these readings, please get in 
contact with us so that we can make them acce­
ssible to you. Piease be as self-reliant as 
possible Reproducing materials, mailing, etc 
cost a lo t1

1 History of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union ( Bolshevick )

emphasis on chapters 1 to 4 and conclusion

2 History of the Party of Labor of Albania
emphasis on chapter 1

3 Lenin What is to be Done?
emphasis on Chapter 3 section c and 
chapter 4 section c

4 Lenin One Step Forward, Two Steps Back

5 Stalin Foundations of Leninism
emphasis on chapter Vlll The Party

6 Stalin Proletarian Class, Proletarian Party 
see Stalin Collected Works (SCW) Vol 2

7 Mao Rectify the Party Style of Work

8 Mao . Reform Our Study

9 Stalin ‘ The Party Crisis and Our Task 
see SCW Vol 2

10 Lenin A Draft Program of Our Party 
see Lenm Collected Works (LCW) Vol 4

11 Lenm ‘ The Urgent Tasks of Our Movement
see L C W Vol 4

12 Mao Oppose Stereotyped Party Writing

13 Stalin The Party Before and After Taking
Power

see S C W Vol 5

14 Lenin A Retrograde Trend in Russian 
Social-Democracy
s e e  L C W Vol 4

15 Lenin Declaration of the Editorial Board
of Iskra

s e e  L C W Vol 4

16 Lenin The Tasks of the Russian Social-
Democrats 

see L C W Vol 2

17 Dimitrov The Fascist Offensive and the
Tasks of the Communist Inter­
national in the Struggle of the 
Working Class against Fascism  

see Dimitrov On United Front

18 Foto Cami The Objective and Subjective
Factors in the Revolution 

see Albania Today # 8 , 1973

19 On Party Organization
oar reprint from the Australian Communist 
No 52 ( june 1972 )

20 Some Views of the Communist International 
on Party Build.ng

our reprint of some materials of the Com­
munist International
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A  READERS V IE W * EXTRACT FROM A LETTER * a
* *  *

'Got the latest Resistencia #5 re PRRWO /  RWL 
I was impressed with the way that you laid out 
the unity and resulting disunity with PRRWO/RWL 
in that issue I am still investigating this politi­
cal line/ideologi cal line split but so far have 
unity with the position that you put forward in the 
paper I hope that there will be more substan­
tive, in-depth articles in the future I do have 
one criticism so far I think that it is not con­
structive to label PRRWO as'"left’ Menshevik"
My understanding historically is that Mensheviks 
were a rightist, opportunist, collaborationist, 
concilliationist movement in the Soviet Union 
One of the key characteristics of the Mensheviks 
was their rightist form, as well as their rightist 
essence This is attributed to the fact that many 
Mensheviks were of petit-bourgeois, liberal, and 
cultural nationalistic backgrounds The essence 
of the Mensheviks was their rightist positions on 
issues that effected the Russian Communist Move 
ment during that period The Narodnik and ter­
rorist tendencies characterized the national form 
of "left" and ultra-'Teftism” in that country To 
say thSt a group is a Menshevik-type today is to 
say that their form, not just their essence, is 
rightist This would also mean that strategically,

the direction of the main blow would be directed 
at the Menshevik-type organizations because 
their right errors represent the main danger I 
would see that this would be the case with the OL 
and CPUSA In this period, it would be inaccurate 
to view the RCP, or WVO, etc in this light The 
cover they ( OL, CPUSA, etc ) hide behind 
does determine their ability to conceal themselves 
and mislead the mass working class movement 
Because of the difficulty in detecting right errors, 
this is why they are the main danger in this per­
iod So, I would say that it is inaccurate and un­
scientific to label the PRRWO/RWL as "left" 
Menshevik "Ultra-leftism" would be more scien­
tific Secondly, I don't think that PRRWO/RWL 
are the main danger in this period, as I think 
that they will isolate themselves from the mass 
working class movement Therefore, I think 
that the criticism, " 'left' Menshevik" is incor­
rect It is like saying "CPUSA-type" which would 
not be scientific either I would be interested in 
your response to this This is not a criticism that 
draws lines of demarcation, but one which I think 
is important enough to raise at this time **

*  *  *
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OUR ANSW ER

The comrade is correct in pointing out that Menshe- 
vism was a right opportunist trend in Russian 
Social-Democracy In the second Congress of the 
RSDLP, there were clearly established - though 
still in the same party - the two wings of the Rus­
sian Social-Democracy ( Communist)- the revolu­
tionary or Bolshevik and the opportunist or Menshe­
vik However, it is our understanding that later 
on the term menshevik was used to refer indistinc­
tly to both right and "left" opportunists It is im­
portant to make clear that when we speak of "left" 
deviations, we are making reference to the form, 
for as we know in essence all deviations are rightist 
So that in terms of the form, we can point to Mar­
tov and Bukarin ( m the Russian Social-Democracy) 
as being right opportunist and to Trotsky as a "left" 
opportunist We can also point to the ” liquidators" 
at> right opportunist and the "Otzovists" as "left" 
opportunist And as we all know, all the above- 
mentioned united under Trotsky's leadership in 
the infamous "August Bloc" to fight against the 
Bolshevik, Comrades Lenin and Stalin

It is precisely Stalin who points out in 1926 that
"In the present period of acute class strug­
gle, there can be only one of two possible 
policies in the working class movement 
either the policy of Menshevism, or the 
policy of Leninism The attempts of the 
opposition bloc to occupy a middle posi­
tion between these two lines under the 
cover of "Left"’revolutionaiy”phraseo- 
logy and while intensifying criticism of 
the C P S.. U (B ) were bound to lead 
and have actually led to the opposition 
bloc slithering into the camp of the op­
ponents of Leninism into the camp of 
Mensh evism
( Stalin The Opposition Bloc m the 
C P S U (B ) included m On Opposition 
Foreign Languages Press Peking 1974 
page 379 )
refore \\e think it is conect to charaterize 

.'RWO-RWL as left mensheviks as oppossed to 
OL and othei i lght Mensheviks

We agree with the comrade that right opportunism 
is the main danger in the Communist Movement 
today But we disagree with the explanation given 
by the comrade Right opportunism is not the 
mam danger because of "the difficulty in detecting 
right errors, this is why they are the main danger 
in this period" In fact, it is much easier to iden- - 
tify right errors than "left'errors This is why 
many opportunists disguise themselves as "super­
revolutionaries” and their "revolutionary phrase 
mongering" peddle their opportunist line within 
the Communist Movement In referring to this 
Stalin says

" It should not be forgotten that rights 
and "ultra-lefts" are actually twinp, 
that consequently both take an oppor­
tunist stand, the difference between 
them being that whereas the rights do 
not always conceal their opportunism, 
the " Lefts" invariably camouflage 
their opportunism with "revolutionary" 
phrases "
( Stalin - The Fight Against Right and 

"Ultra-Left" Deviations - a speech 
delivered to the Communist Interna­
tional in 1926 )

When the right opportunists and revisionists speak 
of "peaceful transition” and "electoral process" 
(CPUSA), of calling the National Guards to protect 
the rights of Black children in Boston ( OL ), or 
"nations of a new type’ ( RCP ), etc, etc, etc , it 
is easier to recognize the opportunism then it is 
when PRRWO-RWL speak of Bolshevism on the 
rise" "genuine wing’ and all the phrase mongering 
paraphernalia which characterizes these ’left 
opportunist Mensheviks The reason why right 
opportunism is the main danger is not because of 
the ' difficulty in detecting right errors’ but the 
actual connection they have with the working class 
as opposed to the alienation of the left Mensheviks 
from tne masses PRRWO-RvVL as all othei left 
opportunists have no type of connections with the 
working class They are completely isolated, and 
as they have no influence among the working class 
the national movements, the Woman s movement

nor the student movement, these groups don't re­
present the main danger

It is different with the right opportunists The 
"CPUSA still has some inf luence in the trade 
unions, OL has a base in the South and their recen­
tly held "Fight Back Conference" they were able 
to mobilize, under a reformist program, more than 
a thousand people (the majority of them workers 
and oppressed nationalities) Because of the econo- 
ism that characterizes the right opportunists, be­
cause they hide politics from the workers and give 
unconditional support to the spontaneous struggles, 
etc., they are able to win some influence among 
the masses That should not surprise us Referring 
to the economists of his time, Comrade Lenin 
pointed out in "What is to be done7" that the econo­
mists are very successful in rallying the masses 
as they appeal to their most backward instincts, 
presenting the line of "least resistance”

So we see also that it is the right opportunist, re­
visionist PSP who have under its influence some 
sector of the Puerto Rican National Minority, and 
not PRRWO, which a long time ago liquidated its 
work in it That is why we have to direct our main 
blow to the right opportunists like "CPUSA, R”C"P, 
OL PSP WVO and not to the alienated, self-destruc­
tive " Menshevik core of the fake wing"

On the R"C"P and WVO, we differ with the comrade's 
view that "In this period, it would be inaccurate to 
view RCP or WVO, etc , in this light " For us, 
R"C”P is clearly a revisionist organization which 
long ago ceased to be part of the Communist Move­
ment Their social-chauvinism, their "nations of 
a new type", their practice, practice, practice”, 
their self-proclamation as the Revolutionary "Com­
munist" Party of the U S have clearly demarcated 
them from the genuine Marxist-Lemmst forces in 
this country (we refer comrade to the article in 
Revolutionary Cause , Vol 1, No. 2 ) On WVO, our 
position is that they are right opportunist and it 
has been clearly established in our articles around 
the IWWD coalition of this year as well as the sum 
up of their forum in Los Angeles which aopears 
in this issue on page 1

1
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Z) WVO, in the period from November 1975 to Feb­
ruary 1976, proclaimed themselves as part of the 
genuine wing of the communist movement and now 
the/ say that they are part of an "irreversible 
trend” We want to know about the self-criticism 
of WVO and the repudiation they made of the line 
that they considered themselves part of the so- 
called "genuine wing", we want to know when the 
so-called "genuine wing" ceased to exist for WVO 
(We’re very clear it never existed) and we want to 
know also who makes up that "irreversible trend" 
Clearly WVO is pushing the same line under a new 
guise It is extremely important that they proclaim 
themselves the circle with the most coriect line in 
the communist movement Regardless what new title 
they assume, we are still waiting for a reply from, 
WVO

3) As an example of their "revolutionary practice" 
WVO uses their participation in the Day of Solidarity 
with the Independence of Puerto Rico, held in Ma­
dison Square Garden on October 27 1974 WVO 
never ceases to point out that their representative 
was the only voice which condemned Soviet social- 
imperialism Bravo WVO1 However, we are inter­
ested in discussing it in greater depth, the events 
before and after the Garden activity It is well 
known that the preparations for this activity took 
well over 5 months Under the leadership of an 
Asian community organization - a non-communist 
organization- a coalition of Asian organizations to 
support the activity was organized Within the co­
alition WVO conspired left and right, using its now 
famous front organizations, in order to assure it­
self that its member was chosen as the speaker 
for the coalition (not̂ as a WVO representative) for 
the activity at the Garden Meanwhile during all 
this time, 5 months, WVO did not produce one sin­
gle independent piece of propaganda criticizing the 
line of the activity which was based on the refor­
mist slogan "Bicentennial Without Colonies" We 
are clear that this line, put into practice by WVO, 
of "Unite to Expose" led them to make a series of 
concessions on principles to the revisionists in 
exchange for three minutes to denounce the social- 
imperialists in front of the "masses" Contrast 
this position with our own which we published in 
August of that year in a series of articles which 
appeared in Resistencia, condemning the line of 
this activity, which we later published in booklet 
form and was distributed to those that attended the 
activity Furthermore, we held a series of activi­
ties prior to October 27, where we dennounced not 
only the Soviet social-imperialists but also the 
Yankee imperialists as well as the revisionists 
from PSP and "C"PUSA which controlled the acti­
vity We also pointed out that WVO never took an 
official position in regards to the Havanna Confe­
rence, a super-revisionist conference, in solida­
rity with PSP which consistently in its preparatory 
work attached and slandered the People’s Republic 
of China, its correct Communist Party and its 
great leader Chairman Mao Tse tung In a forum 
in which WVO, OL, the Comite-MINP, and CAP 
participated, the representative of WVO declared 
that they were not participating in the Conference 
because they had not yet received an invitation. Se­
veral weeks later, in a conference on the restora­
tion of capitalism in the Soviet U nion sponsored by 
OL, Martin Nicolaus, the speaker, asked WVO for 
its position on the Havanna Conference and they re­
plied that they were still studying the question On 
August 5, 1975, starting date of the Conference, 
Resistencia Puertorriquena held a forum on this 
issue Representatives of WVO as well as RWL and 
PRRWO attended Our position is published as ana- 
Analysis of the Havanna Conference The only or­
ganization which consistently struggled against our 
position was WVO, who pointed out "We do not know 
the forces which are represented in Havanna If 
there are honest forces there, we sould be there, 
if there are only revisionists the we should denoun­
ce it” We pointed out that in both cases they would 
be opportunists for they were not at the Cqnference 
and they had not denounced it, and the Conference 
was already in progress The purpose of this part 
oc our presentation was to denounce the conciliato­
ry policy towards revisionism which WVO held in 
its based on the line of "Unite to Expose ’ As usual

the only ones exposed were themselves We cha­
llenged WVO to show us any piece of agitation and 
propaganda produced by them denouncing the revi­
sionist line o’’ the activities in Havanna and the 
Garden We are still waiting1 It seems that WVOs 
break with revisionism is just talk Their objective 
is to build, not a party of a new type, but, consis­
tent with their right opportunist line, they seek to 
"build the mass movement". They drag themselves 
behind the revisionists under the guise of being 
where the masses are Thus, they make conce­
ssions and end up denouncing, not the revisionists 
but themselves and their opportunism

4) Finally, we questioned the Boston Chapter of 
FFM on one of the positions they presented in the 
Forum in New York on May Day The position 
whicn appeared in a pamplet entitled "Let’s denoun­
ce the "Left" Opportunism of RWL/PRRWO" was 
given out in the Los Angeles forum We read from 
page 7 of their booklet the following

"RWL says that FFM needs positions on 
party building, trade unions, the national 
question, and needs democratic centralism 
These "left” covers that RWL puts forth 
will inevitably lead them to establish a 
Communist Youth Organization (CYO) with­
out any concrete analysis of the conditions 
and time of the student movement and how 
it relates to the party building motion "

We pointed out to the Boston FFM representative 
that in their presentation that evening (in L A ) a 
clear position had been established in regards to 
the national question, the party, the international 
situation, bussing, ERA, trade unions, etc We then 
asked how they justified their criticism that RWL 
was "leftist" when they demanded that a student 
organization have positions on these questions and 
by the same token they had come to establish the 
position of a student organization on these same 
questions It was clear that the Boston FFM did not 
accept the "left" opportunist line of RWL because 
it prefers the right opoortunist line of W I/O

After we hade made our presentation, the represen­
tative of WVO "lost his cool " WVO did not deal 
with any of the questions In between screams and 
shouts of WVO’s representative and another of their 
cadre who hysterically attacked us, we were able 
to deepen the analysis on some of the issues we had 
raised as well as mentioned a series of examples 
of WVO’s practice such as their unity with the "C" 
PUSA, PSP and the Girl Scouts in celebrating Inter­
national Women’s Day m New York m 1975, their 
position that in "Chinatown there exist special con­
ditions which do not allow for open communist 
work”, also their now famous "Coalitions against 
the Budget Cuts" The last point which we debated 
with WVO was regarding the characterization they 
made of PRRWO (YLP) in their pamphlet in which 
they called them "shock troops" - for the role they 
played m the uprising of the Pu erto Rican national 
minority in the later part of the 1960’s and early 
1970’s This type of insult and slander was direc­
ted not only to PRRWO but to all organizations and 
individuals who at that time actively and in a revo­
lutionary fashion participated m fighting to defend 
defend the democratic rights of the Puerto Ricans 
in the U S

Finally, it should be noted that no organization 
or collective (and there were several present) nor 
independent Marxist-lemms^s among those present 
arose to defend the line of WVO As a matter of 
fact most of those present applauded our participa­
tion and after the forum we had an opportunity to 
deepen some of the issues we had raised

Comrades, WVO is trying to take advantage of the 
confusion that the "ultra-leftist” politics and suici­
dal sectari amsm of PRRWO-RWL has created 
But their tactic backfired in Los Angeles And it 
will continue to do so, to the degree that genuine 
Marxist-leninists better grasp the opportunism of 
their line and combat them point by point not only 
in forums and newspapers but in the hospitals, 
schools, workplaces and other service areas where 
they daily spread their reformist, right opportunist 
poison To the degree that this is done, we will be 
advancing the task o” party building in the heat of 
the struggle against opportunist of all hues
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