
Rectify 
Our Style of Work ! 
Co.mbat Spo n tan-eity 
This is the 'third article on the Rectification G_ampaign recently launched 
by LPR (M-L). We present here excerpts from a three part rep_ort by the 
Central Committee on the need to Rectify Our Style of Work. We ha:ve 
copies of the previous articles available for those of you who have not 
folfowed the entire series. 

In combating subjectivism in our 
way of thinking wt; cannot belittle 
the importance of also combating 
the manifestations of that subjecti­
vism in our style of work. Contrary 
to opportunists and windbags_ of 
all hues, who see their style of work 
as som ething separate and apart 
from th eir p olit ical and id eological 
line, we see styk of work closely 
connected wi th the line. For us 
th en, it is not a question of atribu­
ting our faults to :'poor style of 
work" disconnected from the line, 
but to see the dialectical relation 

, that exists b etween the way of 
thinkintan:d ·the way of doing. 
How the form er is affected b y th e 

- faltcr and in turn how our style of 
work affects our way of thinking. 

We have unity in that the prin­
cipal evils.in out style of _work are 
spontaneity, amateurishness, and ' 
sectarianism. There is a need then · 
to develop consistent and systema­
tic struggle against them. Without 
an all out war to rout out the evils 
of spontaneity, amateurishness, and . 
sectarianism from our ranks we will 
not be able to carry out the great 
tasks ahead. 

OUR SPONTANEITY 

'Ji'he fact. that there is spontanei­
ty and there is spontaneity makes it 
very important that we talk about it 
in the specifics of our organization's 
life. In the main, the spontaneity 
in our style of work mauifests it- . 
self in the lack of long-te~m and 
consistent planning that conversely 
brings us to a situation of continu­
ous improvisation, tailing of the 
spontaneo us mass movement, and 
the utilization of "tactics-as-a-pro­
cess ". 

ABSENCE 
OF 

SCIENTIFIC PLANNING 

For a revolutionary organiza­
tion to be able to put its line into 
practice, to win people over to it, 
to provide communist leadership to 
the spontaneous mass movement; 
in short, to move ahead with all the 
revo1utionary work, it is extremely 
important that the organization 
pl an its work far ahead. In doing 
wh atever has to be don e today, we 
have to plan not only for to1{ior­
row and th e day afte·r, but for 

' mbnths and years to c.ome. Obvious, 
ly this is not meant to be ur.Jer-­
stood in a literal way - what we 
are going to be doing in Februar)" , 
1982 - bu t in a d ialectical way. 
That is, we are doing this- today be­
c,:ause in this way we are going to 
realize our aims, move the worl~ 
iri such <lnd such a direction in or­
der to create the specific conditions 
necessary for the realization of/ those 
aims . 

Planning in this way allows us to 
develop a conscious plan that views 
every aspect of revolutionary work, 
not as isolated events or tactics, but 
as a comprehensive whole that s._um's 
up our strategic and tactical line for 
the period ah ead. It goes without say­
ing that in .order for any plan to be 
conscious, it has to be developed in 
the light of scientific analysis of the 
concrete conditions (recall time, 
place, and conditions), and we have 
to correctly integrate theory and 
practice, 'Gorrectly apply the mass 
line, and -practice criticism and self­
criticism all along. The timely sum­
up of work utilizing the methods de­
scribed above will allow us to de­
termine strengths and weaknesses, 
the general direction in which 1be 
work is moving, what tactical chang­
es have to be made) :n the plan in or­
der to be able.to accomplish its 
purposes, etc . 

. . 
It is a sad reality, but reality is 

a stubborn fact that has _to be ~ccep­
ted as it is, if we .are g·oing to be able 
to transform it, that our planning 
has been mainly characterized by 
its being subjective, narrow (a ten­
qency to piecemeal just dealing 
with issues in-isolation _one from 
the others), and greatly divorced 
from the. concrete reality of both 
the working class and the commun-

, ist move;ment on the one hand, and 
our own organization on the other. 

Such is what has happened 
when we have made attempts to 
map out a plan,. because it is a fact 
that in m; ny occasions we have en­
gaged in particular activities with­
out even attempting to develop a 
plan for them . Thus, on many occa­
sions we are engaged in practice for 
which no clear political ob.jectives 
have been agreed upon, for which 
no clear polj t ical direction has been 
e§tablished, n o analysis of forces 
has been I"i1ade, and so on. This is 
sh eer b owing to~ spontaneity' which 
is one of th e bases for incorrect lines 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

"BLACK, BROWN, YELLOW, WHITE, UNITED WE MUST FIGJIT! 
The message of multinational unity in the struggle against police bru-

' tality_ and national oppression was put forward as part of_our program 
of struggle in . Crown Heights. · September 28 march on 
City HaJl sponsoreµ by the Black United Front. 
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- On WC (M-L) National Proposal to Build the Anti-Bakke Movement - . 

Continue -
the Struggle f_or 

Affirmative Action ! 
Since the Supreme Court's de­

cision supporting Allan Bakke's , 
claim of "re'verse discrimination", 
the anti-Bakke movement has been 

· in an ebb. The two largest national 
organizations dealing with this is­
sue, the National Coalition to Op-' 
pose the Ba.kk<:_ Decision (NCOBD) 
and the Anti-Bakke Decis ion Coal­
ition (ABDC), have scaled down 
their activities around the ca,se. 

Yet, daily, the _bourgeoisie's at. 
tacks on affirmative action programs 
continue to intensify,, particularly , 
since the decision.These attacks are 
a reflection of the deepening crisis 
of imperialism. The bourgeoisie is 
attempting to divide om: class, to 
find scapegoats whom they can 
blame for the existing crisis, in or­
der to ctivert the struggle away from 
the real enemy -- the bourgeoisie it­
self. 

It is necessary that we unite to 
fight against these attacks, which 
greatly affect oppressed nationali­
ties and women, in particular, and 
the working class as a whole in gen­
eral. It is in tli.e spirit of uniting all 
those that can be united that we ex­
amine the National Proposal to Build 
the Anti-Bakke ·Movement put for­
ward by the Workers Congress (ML) 
in its poiitical organ THE COMMU­
NIST- of September 11, 1978, vol.IV, 
number 20. The proposal says: 

1. "Nationwide, we mus_t organize 
a broad ~ass movement to defend 
and expand affirmative action pro-

.__grams for women 4nd oppressed -
nationalities." · 

We agree with the WC(ML) that 
it is ~orrect to focus the struggle on 
affirmative action programs and link 
that to national -oppression. We disa­
gree with IWK-ATM's intentions to 
'ch ange the character of the rriove­
ment to one agaiu.st national oppre­
ssion in general. This would narrow 
instead of broaden the base of the 
movement, which would also lose 
continuity by jumping from one 
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TELEPHONE WORKERS HOLD NATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 
Minneapolis, Minne'Sota. They tore 
off the linen from their beds and 
the tablecloths from the tables. 
Why? Because they were produ~ts 
of J. P. Stevens, the anti-Black,. anti­
union company in the South of the 
U.S. In a gesture of real working 
class solidarity, the outraged wo­
men attending the Comminucation 
Wprkers of America' (CWA} Nation­
al Women's Conference here, de­
manded that the hotel substitute 
the linen and table~loths. The ho­
tel, by the way, had no choice but 
to comply. 

This gesture was very signifi­
cant. It exemplifies the spirit that 
prevailed at the conference, held 
from September 28 to October 1 
in Minneapolis, and attended by 
290 women and 15 men. Gestures 
such as this are the germs of the un­
breakabk unity between workers 
of all nationalities and different in­
dustries, so necessary for achieving 
victory in the struggle against cap­
italism. · 

The conference was a good thing. 
It is also significant that it was at the 
insistence of a women's caucus, the · 
Concerned Women's Advancement 
Committee, that the conference was •' 
put together. The fact that it was 
held is in itself a big step in the 
struggle for women's democratic 
rights. Resolutions and discussions 
at the conference relfected in t!:c 
main the preoccupations of tele-

,,__ phone workers, and of other wprk­
ers and oppressed peoples as well. 
For example: 

SUPPORT AFFIRMATIVE 
ACTION\ 

A good number of women there 
present, especially those of oppres-· 
sed nationalities, have been hin;d by 
the company as a result of affirma- . 
tive action prngrams instituted in 

make a living for herself, for lack of 
adequate child care. This is one of 
the most important demands of 
women because it is through parti­
cipation in the process of social pro­
duction, alongside other workers, 
men and women, that class con­
sciousness can be developed. 

OPERATORS, THE MOST 
OPPRESSED 

It was recognized at the con­
f~rence that fthe most oppressed· 
sector amongst telephone workers ~ 
are operators, who in the main are 
composed of oppressed nationality 
women. This is the company's way 
of confining women 'to the lowest 
paid, most menial jobs. In solidari- ' 
ty with th~ operators, the demand . 
to stop harassement at the job, and 
to end other oppressive working 
conditions was correctly raised and 
aimed~!t the operators. 

"RIGHT TO WORK" OPPOSED 

get them involved in un°ion affairs. 
The real pur ose was to get women, 
into the main stream of the estab-

. lished political ·process in this coun­
try, the two-party system, and to 
capture women's untapped electoral 
vote. Reformism thus played a big 
part in the Conference. 

First of all, it has to be recog­
nized that this conference comes 
about as the result of the intensi­
fying struggle of the masses for the 
full equality of women. CWA h1;1r- · 
eaucrats, as all other lackeys and 
their_ capitalist masters, are trying 
hard to charm that struggle along 
the path of reformism, away from 
revolution. But resolutions will 
simply become recommen_c\ations 
to the Executive Board of the CWA 
who have made no committment 
whats~ever to implement them. 

How did the union bureaucrats 
push reformism? Throughout the 
Cortference, CWA officials, who led 
the workshops together with vari­
ous labor professors, put forward 
the icfea that the way to win full e­
quality for women is through _the 
electoral. p'rocess,- through reliance 
on the capitalist politicians and 
courts, through constitutional am­
endments such as the ERA. 

A big chunk of the Conference 
was dedicated to pushing for ERA. 
They painted ERA as the final and 
only solution to the discrimination 
against women, and were able to 
get the Conference to pass a reso-

The "right to work" is another lution asking Congress to extend 
tactic of the ruling class to ~ust trade the ratification date. This was one 
unions and undermine the powerful of the negative aspects of the eon-
strike movement_~~veloping in ~he ference. ERA in fact is nothing'but 
U.S. today. The nght to _work law · . the bourgeois illusion of equalrights 
is nothing but ,the right to scab. It . which is being offered by the hour-
undermines t~e "union sh_op" where geoisie in order tq stiffle the revo-
all workers hired automatically be- lutionary mass struggle for equal 
come part of the union and are thus rights by steering it).nto de.ad-end 
committed to strike when the rest courtroom battles .. 
of the workers declare a strike. The 
conference denounced this trick 
disguised as a "democratic measure", 
as well as any similar legislation, and 
resolved to edutate people on the 

)' 

The CW A leadership also took 
the opportunity to push for a new 
dues increase to fatten up their 
pockets. Demagogic as usual, they 

the past. The'. racist, chauvinist CWA 
leadership, however, supports the 
Bakke Decision, and opposes affirm­
ative action . . In fact, they have filed 
suits against the company, in favor 
of white males, charging "reverse 
discrimination". They are planning 
to appeal this suit which they lost 
and continue to oppose affirmative 
action. The conference demanded. 
that the CWA lead~rsh-ip completely · 
drop their suits, abandon their 

· threat of this tight wing maneuver are claiming that they only. want a -
dues inc.cease "proportional to in­
come." This sound very democratic .. 
and progressive, but according to 

stand against affirmativ~, action, 
and fight for its imp-lementation and 
expansion. 

FREE CHILD CARE! 
' 

One of the things preventing 
women from taking a mcire active 
part in the struggles at the work-

. places and in their unions is the 
fact that they have the responsibi­
lity of their children. The Confer­
ence demanded that child care be 
implemented at each uniori local 
in its meetings and other events. 
They al~o demanded that the CWA 
take up the struggle to get free 
child care from the company as 
part of the struggle for a new con­
tract. The right to a job is a demo­
cratic right of women ahd it is the 
obligation of the companies for 
which we work to provide_ that 
right and the conditions under which 
it can be fulf_illed. This means child 

to peddle democracy for the trait­
ors of the class, and at the same time 
attack the democratic right of 
workers to go on strike ... the way some women figured it, 

\\UMEH.BOLD . VP 
BALI' .,,.SK( 

I 

The Women's Conference also 
resolved 'to boycott J. P. Stevens' 
products, as well as Coors ·Beer, 
whose workers 'have been on strike 
for many months in Colorado. _ 
Resolutions in the main dealt with 
working class issues. Unlike the 
Houston ~onference last year, it 
did not ·put forward such feminist 
deman·ds as' "sexual freedom" and 

- "gay rights'', common among the 
petty bourgeois sectors of the 
womert's movement. 

REFORMISM 
AT THE 

CONFERENCE 

what :will happen is that for the 
, fowest paid workers, ques will re­
. main abqu t the same, while for -_ 
everybody else, they ~il_l,inctea~e .. 

. in proport~ori. to their incomes . .As ._ 
· one woman put it! thii is nothfr1g 
: but giving "another hfan~ ~he_sk -. 
, for the International to continue 
investing in South Africa and J, P. 
Stevens, while they claim not to 
have enough money for training; ~~ 
strike funds, etc." · 

care, so women don't have to be 
tied down to the house, unable to 

/ The stated purpose of the con-
ference was to educate women, to . 

Finally, the solutions offered 
by the CWA leadership were very 
far from the militant mass struggle 
that is the only way in which we 
can win the demands for womens' 
rights. All these bureaucrats CQuld 
offer as solutions was to "back 
progressive legislation," vote for · 
ERA", etc ., 4nd even: "run,for 
President"! They played upon this 

I 

possibility assuring women that 
"the Gallup polls show-the public 
is growing in its willingness to ·con- '' ' 
sider women as candidates for off-
ice, even ( ! ) for the Presidency. As 
far back as 19 71, Gallup reported 
that two of every three Americans 
eligible to vote would now vote for 
a qu_alified women running for Pre­
sident. What are we waiting for?", 
they stated. And they expect to 
put women to sleep with this pro­
mise! 

TASKS AHEAD 

Telephone workers coming out 
of this conference have special tasks 
ahead. Especially in the struggle for 
af firrpative action in the telephone 
company it is important to struggle 
against the policy of the company 
to use affirmative action as a "ceil-
ing" for hiring and promotions, ra-
ther than as a quota of what the 
minimum of women and oppressed 
nationalities should be. Right now 
what the company is doing is hiring 
or promoting a woman that is also 
an oppressed nationality, thus "kill-
ing two birds with one stone", fill-
ing two slots with the same person. 
Many a woman came out of the con­
ference determined to fight the com­
pany, not only for the imple~enta­
tion of affirmative action, but for 
the expansion of programs hiring, 

training, and promoting more wo­
men and more oppressed national­
ities. It is the task of all workers to 
oppose the Bakke decision and, es­
pecially for telephone workers, to 
expose CWA leaderships' support 
for it. 

_The w.omen also vowed to , 
fight for free child care and to make 
sure that the locals keep their pro-
mise to prnvide child care at meet- .. 
ing, etc. The solidarity expressed -
for operators at the conference mus.t 
be spread to the rest of the workers 
in the telephone company, the . 
great majority of°whom are males 
and white. We must show that it is 
their .duty to support the rights of 
women and of oppressed national-
ities, and concretely in this case, to 
fight against the oppression of op­
erators and to support the struggle 
for their rights. 

The militant .pose of the. union 
leadership must be shown for what 
it is: a cover for their support_ of the 
racist, anti-labor policies of capi­
talists. For example, local 1150 
(Longlines) holds a number of 
shares i~ J.P. Ste.vens. Many wo­
men were outraged to hear this and 
were determined to go back to 
their areas and find out if their 
locals are also using their dues 
money against the interests of 
workers. They vowed to fight a­
gainst this, and expose them in 
front of all workers. The resolu-
tions approved will now go to the 
fancy desks of the CWA executive 

I board bureaucrats .-.. to accumu­
lati dus·t. They are not likely to 
move on them at all. We, the rank 
and file, have to see to it ·that they 
do, th;qugh our day to day struggle 

. ' 

at our workplaces. Telephone work- , 
ers must.join the rest of the working "_, 
class in struggling for womens' . 
rights, and-against all forms of op­
pression. Only by relying on our own 
forces, and not on union bureaucrats. 
politicians and the capitalist c9urts, 
can we win our demands! 

,, 
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CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE FOR 
AFFIRMATIVE' ACTION . 
Continued from page 1. 

tive action struggle seems to go un: ties since the Bakke Dedsion was up-
. dergroud because there are no stu- held by the Supreme Court obJective- 5. "While focusing mainly on af­

firmative action, we need to play 

stru~ggl'e to. another without. a natio- · 
nal perspective and plan of action. 

From the beginning, LPR (ML) 
saw the Bakke case as not merely 
reduced to an issue for students, 
but one aff<:cting oppressed nation­
alities in general and women as well . ' 
We said: ~ 

"Its effects are not limited mere-· ' 
ly to the Medical School of the Unive·r­
sity of California at Davis. ft establi­
shes the legal precedent for the elimi­
nation of many such programs through 
out the country, not just in education, 
but also in labor contracts and in hou­
sing! The Bakke case constitutes the " 
stepping stone for far-reaching · attacks 
against the hard-won gains oi opp res­
sed nationali ties in the U.S . " · · · 

"The Bakke Decision seriously 
threatens the gains that had bee,n wo"n · 
as ,a,result of the mass struggles, espe- · 
cially those for working worr}en, 
such as the quotas establishing that a 
certain minimum of women has to be 
hired by companies such as AT & T, 
N, Y. Telephone, GE and o thers. This 
is especially .hard on wor~ing women 
who need to keep their jobs for the­
survival of the.ii families in these times 
of serious economic hardships." 

(see RESISTANCE vol. 8, no. 9) 

A_t the same time there are cer­
tain so-called affirmative action pro­
grams that we do not support such 
as those calling for more oppressed 
nationalities to be hired as cops. We 
think .that to-support the ,"right" \ 
of opr,res_sed nationalities to repress 
others is to .see democracy in the abs­
tract, not from a class vii;wpoint. Al­
so, such programs would only aid 
the capitalist State in their repressi­
ve measures. 

dents around to carry it out. ly proves one thing: that both were 
3 "All · al d 

1 1 
f , relying on the courts. Now that the 

. . n~tlO~ an . oca o~ces must channel of the, courts has been exha-
be orgamzed mto a smgle, broad based, t d -1 1·k th , t h 

,1o_ • • ,, us e i seems i e ere s no muc 
democrauc coaht10n. l l ft f th ~ d · · e se e or em LO o ... 

I w:e agree that this is the_ best ~ay .- But affirmative action programs 
to bmld a strong atfd effective anti-Ba- must continue to be defended. And 
kke mov~m:nt. Our experience in the it is only through mass st~u_ggle that 
ABDC with the CPML and the IWK- this can-be done! In fact the masses 
ATM !eading it, is that they had no in- have continued to defend affirma- . 
tentions·of building ·a single mov_ ement ( t' d tt d th h 
on a democratic basis.'Due·)to their , ive ach wn an ' sea ere roug -

·' · h · · - bl ,· · out t e country small groups or sectanamsm, t ey were una e to draw . . . · 
th ,. , · · ·· ·t · t·h 'AB.DC A coaht10ns have sprung up and have e masses. m o e . mo - . . . 
Vemen,.t· t··h t"h d ·- t.h- · .d- f contmued to struggle where the · . a a seen ousan s o , N . · 
followers in demonstrations and other COBD and the ABDC left off. 
actions,;Was ·doWn 'to less than.:a'hun- It is our task now to organize all 
dred_ iri_) ts last h,ighly_publisized ra- . these forces into a single power-

. ful move· ment. lly in New York City: · · 
I ',, -i J ! ·\ • !' ._ 

~-, 

a good role in giving support to 
the overall struggle for equal rights 
of women and oppressed nationa-
lities." · 

The struggle fQtaffirmative ac­
tion is in fact lin~ed to the struggle · 
for the democratic rights of wom­
en and oppressed natio:r;ialities. It 
is our task to linkthem up and thus 
raise the consciousness of the mas­
ses in the course of the struggle, ., 
as well as point to the final solu­
tion to national and wo men's op-: 
pression -- socialis~ . . It is by con­
cretely showing the i;nasses that 
we are active def ende'ts. of their 
rights that we can ·e~pect to win ' ' " 
them over to the cause 'of social-
ism . 

'-
The step taken by the comrades 

of the WC(ML) in putting forward 
a national proposal is a very posi­
tive one. Besides being an attempt 
to provide lead~rship to the anti- \ 
Bakke mass struggle,.it can help us 
in the tasks of uniting Marxist-Le­
ninists and winning the advanced,. 
crucial in our party building efforts. 

We urge all comrades to study 
the proposal and in the spirit of 
Marxist-Leninists unite, put for-
ward their views on it . · , 

SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATIC 
RIGHTS OF OPPRESSED 

NA HONALITIES AND WOMEN! 

the PLO 
Decisi<s>ns~were being made ex­

clusively by them, without the parti­
cipation of the masses and other com­
munists and advanced forces. there. 
They would allow no political strug­
gles to go on at the meetings; always 
'claiming "that has been decided alrea-

2. "In the immediate period ahead we dy~', and certainly no opposition 
There cannot be peace 

I must pay special attention to affirma- which would be immediately labefed 
tive action in the field of employment as sectarian, obstructionist, etc. 
rights; as typified by the need to ~efend 
against the "Weber" attack in steel." This is consistent with what hap-~ 

pened with the WC(ML) in other 
ABDC chapters in the country. The 
ATM-IWK leadership of ABDG . 
squashed the struggle raised by these 
comrades around the focus of the 
work and the need for a national 
plan. Rather _than discussing the WC 

In carrying out our work in de­
fense of affirmative action' programs 
the focus of our efforts must be in the 
working class. The bulk of our work 
should be_..aimed at the ~hops and 
workplaces. The discrimination ag -
ainst oppressed nationalities and wo­
men divides the working class, as 

, proposal, the ABDC leadership pre­
ferred to expel them from ABDC. 
This was done through a uni~ateral 
decision of the IWK-ATM leader­
s~) P wi_th~ut any p,articipation or . 
discusslOn of the general membership 
By taking th<'. differences between 
communist organizations into the 
mass organization the IWK-ATM 
leadership· are· tarrying out af). in­
correc; t, sectariah, non-rriass style 

well as the .phoney charges of "re-, 
verse discrimination" used by the 
forces who oppose affirmative action. 
Therefore, we have also said: · 

"Affirmqtive action programs be­
nefit not OJ;1 ly oppressed nationalities. 
but the whole of the working dass . . 
It is in the interest of all workers to 
support the struggle to end nationa] 
oppression and racial discrimination 
as this is precisely one of the tools 
of the bourgeoisie to continue to op­
press workers by keepin3 us divided 
and fighting each other for afe1p'jobs, 
and other opportunities. By keeping 
the oppressed nationalities ( and wo­
men, Ed. ) much below the level of the 
rest of the population, the bourgeoi- · · 

--sie uses the minorities to keep down 
the level of the rest of the workers 
and to divide and weaken the working 
class." , 

of work that can oniy hefp to des­
troy' n'ot build, this mass democra 
tic movement. ' . 

The anti-Bakke movement can­
not be built in this' way. The masses 
must be give:r;i ample participation 
both in making and carrying out de­
ci~ions, and the broadest possible 
sectors must be incorporated in a 
single program for _struggle around 
affirmative action. 

(see RESISTANCE vol.8, no.9) 4. ·:we must_rely on the direct ac-
. tion of the masses." 

Thus it would be incorrect to 
limit our work to the colleges, as 
ABDC has done, to the point that 
when summer comes along affirma-

The fact that the rNCOBD and the 
ABDC have scaled down their activi-

{ 

The framework Jor betrayal , Arab people, who will not stand by 
cooked up in Camp David between this peace treaty. They will escalate 
Egypt and Israel with the bless- the struggle against Isra~li aggression. 
ings of U.S. imperialism has led to a The masses and the masses alone 
propos_al for a peace treaty between · are the makers of history. Over the 
the two countries. This proposal will negotiations of Sadat and Begin is 
establish diplomatic:; ties at the am- the determination of the Palestinians 
bassadorial level between Israel and to be free. The Arab people will 

Egypt. It is a major victory for the 
illegal settler st,;tte of Israel and U.S. 
imperialism. ' 

unite in their struggle against their 
common enemies: U.S. imperialism 
and Zionism. 

_To the proclamations-of Begin 
In asking Qie Israeli parliment that without the support of Egypt 

for approval of the proposal, Prime it ·is not possible for the Arabs to · 
Minister Begin 'said: "Without Egypt, fight against them, the Palestinian 
it will be impossible for Syria, Jor- Liberation Organization answers by 
dan, or other Arab states .to launch saying: "If without Egypt there can 

, a war against us." Begin is obvious- be no-war, be sure that without the 
l~ describing the favorable condi~ PLO there can not be peace!" 
tlons for Israel that were created by 
Egypt's treasonous behavior 'to- , 
wards the Arab world. 

Having the guarantee that the 
major and most powerfulArab' 
state will remain neutral - rpaybe 
even assist them - ,in any conflict 
with other Arab, states, it's definite­
ly something for tp.e fascist-zionists 
to be happy about; Furthermor~, its 
recognition from Egypt can lead 
to recognition by other Arab states 
under the pressure of both Egypt 
and the United States. Finally, 
Egypt's treason is a big blow to the 

. We unite with all progressive 
and revolutionary minded peopJe 
the world over in condemning the . 
great treason committed by Sada·t. 
We are confidenHhat the Egypt­
ian masses will not stand for this 
treaty and will continue to support 
and participate in the struggle a­
gainst Zionist Israel. Sadat has 
raised a big rock only to drop it 
on his own feet. Sooner or later the 
Egyptian masses will make Sadat 
pay for his crimes. 

aspirations for self-determination, DOWN WITH THE PEACE 
and the recovery of their historical TI EATY BETWEEN EGYPT AND 
homeland, for the Palestinian people. ISRAEL! 

. But there is one thing that both SELF-DETERMINATION FOR 
Israel and Egypt are belittling: that is THE PLAESTINIAN PEOPLE! 
the masses of Palestinian, and other · H I · OT' 

. I LOf'JG LIVE T E - . 
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The following letter is a criticism of the det:tand raised by LPR (ML ), 
"] ail Killer Cops! ", in the struggle against national oppression and police 
bru tality in Crown Heights. f1e _welcom e this principled and com radely 
criticism and the opportunity to expand on this imp ortan t ques tion. In 
ansifering this letter we wan t to also answer all those who, having a cri­
ticism of this slngap, have not come out open and aboveboard to strug­
gle against it, bu t have instead resorted to backstabbing, rumor-mon­
gering and even red-baiting. .,, . 

Com rades: 
- I 

-ram writing to exp ress my 
views on your recent articles on_ 
Crown Heights and the struggle 
against poli ce repression . Un fortu­
nately, when I saw you re_cen tly I 
was not prepared to discuss this as­
pect of your work with yo u. 

- · As you may remember, some 
of us have been involved in police 
repression work for quite awhil,e. 
Based on ou r: practice , and discus­
sions wi th you and other com rades, 
we have summed up that this kind 
of issue will have rapid ch anges in 
the ebb and fl ow of the m asses' at­
ten tion and ac tivity . Therefore it 
is important to link up th is issue 
of p olice repression, as concretely 
as possible, to other ques ti ons so 
that th e advanced who come out 
for an issue such as the murder of -
[Arth ur]' Miller, will be m oved 
forward to other work, even after 
the particular struggle around 
Mi ller dies down. 

Based on your articles, it ap­
pears as though this is being done, 
and th e questions of national op­
pression, multinational unity , role 
of the police , etc., are being taken 
up in a good way. 

The only problem I have with 
what I have seen of your work is -
rais ing the demand to "Jail K iller 
CoP..s," Your first article at temp ts 
to explain your raising of this de­
mand' by say ing that "specific de­
mands have to be put forward" and 
that j f this demand were to be met, 
th e contradictions among the rul-
ing class would heighten ("by jail­
ing a policeman the ruling class will 
be running into problems with a very 
important part of their repressive 
st ate apparatus.") But you also say 
that the "fact is that . .. th e police 
cannot be punished for fulfilling 
their duties." You are correct, and 
this dem and will never be met. 
That is why I do not understand 
why you, as M-L, would' raise thi s 
demand o f "jailing killer cops." 

I kn ow we don't raise only de­
mands th at will be met , and th at is 
~ot m y criticism . But calling fo r 
th e jailing o f cops means appealing 
to th e State fo r justice - after all , 

who are you demanding to do the 
jailing? Under capit alism ; only the 
State would j ail th ose cop s. To .do 
that , charges would have t o be fil ed 
by th e District Atto rney , a trial 

. would have to t ake place in a 
· bourge~is court, and a conviction 

would have to be handed down by a 
·jury that would most likely exd~de 
oppressed nati onalities, yo uth, work­
ing woman , etc. This demand re-_ 
quires reliance on the State, and is : 
no di fferent from raising demands 
fo r grand jury investigations, spe-
cial prosecutors, o r citizen 's review 
boards. It may sound more militant, 
but if people took it up, you would 

· have to explain how the demand 
can be fulfill ed ,___and th at leads you 
to ·the .Distric t Attorney and the 
courts . 

Of course, demands raised by 
the masses can be supp orted (or 
at leas t n o t opposed), even if they 
are not en t irely correc t. This re­
quires explanation and educ ation 
and tim ely p ropaganda so that the 
masses are not mislead by th eir 
own dem ands. In a particular situa0 

· tion, with a really bad demand, 
you would have to opp ose that de­
mand, but th at would be part of 
your tasks as M-L in a spontaneous 
mass activity. <--

But wh at you have laid out is 
that you are raising this demand: 
I hope y ou can offer some more 

. analysis on this question, because 
it is difficult to correc tly raise de­
mands that don't misdirec t the 
struggle, and that don't lead to 
corruption of th e consciousness of 
the masses involved in the struggle. 
Maybe in a struggle around police 

___repression , because of the 'naJ ure of 
the police as front line tools of op­
pression, specific, correc t demands 
about rem oval of police cannot be 
raised by M-L, and we have to put 
out dem ands about "Stop Police 
Repression " and " No More Cover­
ups." 

I am sending you with this let­
ter a fl yer that was recently distri­
buted at a rally against police-._re­
pression here in our area. i would 
very much appreciate hearing your 
criticisms about this fl ye r and this 
letter. -

j 

One of the ways in which comrades 
can help build RESISTANCE is by · 
writing us expressing their criticisms 
of our line, reporting about struggles 
they are involved in, expressing their, 
views on th'e burning questions facing 
us. This column will complement the 
COMMUNIST FORUM in an cittempt 
to air out views other than our own 
and contribute in the struggle for 
the correct line. 

Send all letters and contributions to: 

·RESISTANCE 
Box 513, Triboro Sta. 
New York , N. Y. 10035 

-
FL YER BY EX-MEMBERS OF CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE AGAINST 

POLICE BRUTALITY. 

NO MORE COVERUPS! 

Violence from the police is in­
creasing in our communities! We 
add numbers to the list of victims 
of police crimes on a daily basi's -
3 murdered in Fort Lupton, Some . 
killed in Pueblo, in Del Norte; in 
San Jose , and so on, and so on. 
These attack s will not end unless 
we do something about them. 

We have to decide what we can 
do to really end police repression. 
First, we have t~ be clear about who 
the enemy is, about who the tar-
get of our struggle should be. The 
cops themselves .are criminals - no 
doubt about that. They are murder­
ers, thugs·, and enemies of the peo­
ple. The police kill us on the streets 
daily. They do that not <>nly because 
they are racists or "bad" but be­
cause that is their job. The people 
have a right to demand that these 
criminals should be punished. But 
that can never happen unde.r capit­
alismrbecause the police are the 
front line for the imperialists - the 
ruling class - the main enemy of 
oppressed people. 

To stop the police we. have to 
stop th_eir masters - the imperialists 

,.,;:;;- and we have to end the capital-
ist system which breeds them. Inves­
tigating the cops, calling for grand 
juries, special citizen's review boards 
or spedarprosecutors will not stop 
police repression. Citi:zen 's review 
boards have historically whitewash­
ed police crimes and covered up 
police bru'tality. Look at the citi­
zen's police review -board in Den-
ver - one of its members resigned, 
admitting that it was nothing more 
than a tool for whitewashing the 
police·. Grand Juries and Special 
Prosecutors also serve to mislead 

All of these reforms miss the 
enemy' the imperialists, and make 
us look only at individual cops. . 
For us to expect that killer cops 
will be jailed or prosecuted for 
their crimes is a fantasy,' a last-

' ditch hope that the capitalist sys­
tem can be used for the good of 
the people. Nol Capitalism exists 
_on the blood and sweat of the peo­
ple and the police are one of its 
main tools for drawing that blood. 
No reforms, no half-steps can 
change that simple fact. , 

What we can do to begin to end _ 
· police repression is to organize peo· 
ple of all- colors, to demonstrate, and 
show the State by our militant mass 
actions that we will no longer stand 
for police brutality. We must con­
tinue our protests, in every area of 
the state. We have to increase our 
numbers. Only by mass actions 9f ' 
th'e people can we hope to <;urb 
police bru~ality . -

Our marches and demonstra-
tions won 't completely stop-police 
repression. The armed struggle of 
the masses for a socialist revolution 
can stop police repi:ession. And on­
ly ·socialist revolution can end the 
oppression of nationalities in this 
country. But until we get to the 
point of mass revolutionary war, 
we have to continue our organizing, 
our educating the people about th~ 
-police and police repression. We 
have to continue our struggle for 
our democratic rights and we have 
to continue to lay out the solution 
to police brutality. 

Stop Police Repression! 

Build Multi-National Unity in 
the Struggle against Police Repres­
sion! 

the people, to build up .the false Down with Imperialism - the 
, idea that 'the police can be forced Main .Enemy of Oppressed National- , 

to serve the people under capifal- ities ! 
ism. ..·, September 23, 1978-. 
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0 u r R e s p o n -s e 
In opposing the dem and "J ail 

Killer Cops" this comrade raises th at 
thi s is "appealing t <? t~e State fo r 
justice " . . . "reliance on the State" 
... "leads you to the District Attor­
ney and th e courts" . .. and th at it 
can lead to the "corruption of th e 
consc; iousness o f th e masses involv­
ed in the struggle. ,, ·, 

We disagree with this interp re­
tation o f our demand . Let 's make 
it clear from th e start that if we use 
as a criteria fo r determinin g the cor-

rectness or incorrec tn ess o f a demand 
the participation of the State - as 
th e one who has to grant it - we 
will find ourselves in -a situation in 
which we will n ot be able to ever 
raise any positive demands . (Posi-
tive demands are those as king for 
the implementation of so mething, 

' as opposed to negaitve dem ands 
which ask fo r th e el imination o f _ 
something. ) 

You cannot say "U.S. imperial­
ism out o f Puerto Rico" , fo r exam-
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ple , because this would be "relying _ 
on the imperialists" who would 
have to grant independen ce for 
Puerto Rico; you cannot raise the 
demand "equal pay for equal work" 

because this would b e "relying on 
the capitalist courts" who are the 
ones that can rule on a law estab­
liSned by Congress, allowing for 
equal pay, as well as on the capital­
ists, who are the ones that will 
make the payments, and so on 
and so forth. But the fact of the 
matter is that it is precisely the 
State and the capitalist class' it re­
presents , to whom our de·mands 
are always raised. Reforms, com 

. rades, we cannot forget,~are conces­
sions from the .State. The que~tion 

' 

is that, in order for them to be gen­
uine reforms, 'they have to be a bf -

· product of the revolutionary strug-- -· 
gle of the m asses, and they should 
not m ake the masses rely on the 
Stat e , corrupt their consciousness, 
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not quite what we said in the arti­
cle. Let's see the difference petween 
this and the full text of ·what was 
written: 

\ 
"But the fact is that for the 

system to operate smoothly the po­
lice cannot be punished for fulfill­
ing their duties. The harassement, 
beating, and kiliing of oppressed . 
nationalities, b f workers, etc., are 
part of th_ose polic~ 'duties'. 

-Resistance,Vol 9, No. 5-. , .,_, 

It is clear that we do see the r-o­
ssibility o f jailing the killers of Ar­
thur Miller, no m atter how impr o­
bable or unlikely' this may be. We. 
also said that the capitalists cannot 
do this and at the same time have 
tneir-sys tem oper ating smoothly 
(this .is key,), becaus.e of th € contra-
dictions it implies to jail a policeman 
for doing precisely the job he has 

- been hired for. There's a big differ-

that we are reformist because we 
talk of "jailing" the cops and that1 

they are revolutionaries because 
they talk of "stopping" them. (In 
this ietter, the slogan "Stop Police 
Repression!" is als.o raised.) 

Now, let's give the demand 
"Stop Killer Cops" the same treat­
ment that was given to ours. Let's 
see if it stands the ."test". First of 
all we must ask, who is going to do 
the "stopping"? Either it is the 
State - and this would mean, in 
their logic "relyint on the Stati ", 

problems with raising demands to 
stop this or the other thing. 

5 

ln sum, we believe that it is cor­
rect to r3.ise the demand "Jail Kill­
er Cops!" in the concrete condi­
tions of the struggle in Crown 
Heights; that it is possible to also 
raise other demands like "Stop 
Police Repress.ion!", as well as spe­
cific demands such as "No More 
Cover-Ups!", and finally, that it 
is time that we learn to distinguish 
between " relying on the State" and 
the concrete reality that to fight 
for reforms is part and parcel o f the 
struggle for socialism and that those 
reforrps are-granted by the State 
and only when we force them to do it 
through mass revolutionary struggle. 

*** 
etc. ( - ence between saying that it cannot 

h appen and saying that it is unlikely 
improbable , or difficu lt: We know 

' or the stopping is going to be ' done 
by someone else. This someon_e else 
can. be an individual who decides to 
stop killer cops by killing some of 
them ( this in fact has happened 
many times). ln _this·case, the 
"Stop" becomes a semi-anarchist 
and -terrorist slogan. Or·, you can 
argue-, this "someone else" means 
the masses. That is, the masses are 
going to do the stopp1.ng. How? By 
taking up armed struggle and mak­
ing socialist revolution. Beautiful. 
Socialism is the panacea for deal-

Although-in our response to the 
letter we dealt with some of the ques­
tions raised in this leaflet, we want to 
make some comments on it. 

The comrade 's reasoning, how­
ever, is that because the State would 
have to be involved ( "j ailing the cop") 
then we are relying on the courts . 
But relying on the State would mean 
specifically t o abandon i;evolu tion-
ary struggle , to stop relying on the 
strength of the masses, and to wai t 
for the State to give us things. And 
obviously this cannot be concluded 
to be the case, neither fr9 m the spe­
cific demand, nor much less---from the 
concret e conditions in wh ich such a 
dem and was.raised, and definitely 
not fro m our line and practice in th e 
Crown Heights struggle . 

STOP POLICE REPRESSION ! 

JAIL KILLER COPS! 

We do believe th at the demand 
"Stop Police Repression! " connect­
ed to a p rogram of struggle that 
points not only to the final aim -
socialism - but which also raises de­
mands fo r the dem~cratic righ ts of 
the m asses, is a correct dem and. We 
also see "J ail Killer Cops " as a cor­
rect ·partial demand within th e larg­
er scope of fighting police repres­
sion . We fur thermore believe th at 
jailing the killer cops, in the spe-

. cifics of a particular struggle, and 
not as a general demand ·for every­
place and everytime, is an achieve­
able demand . That it is possibk to , 
force the bourgeoisie to j ail some 
killer cops ... we know that there 
are already a lot of opportunists 
who are,,clapping hysterically , think­
ing _of h ow much mileage th ey can 

ge t ou t of t his stat ement we just 
made, in order t o attack us. But 
this does not change the facts. 

Lenin teach es us the n ecessity 
of differentiating between demands 
th at are against the economic' evils 
of imperialism, and those that are 
against its political evils . The first 
ones, the economic evils, cannot 
be eliminated wi thout e'!iminating 
capitalism as a sys tem. But t hese­
cond ones, the political evils, can be 
cut down wi thout el iminating the 
capj talist system because th ey have 
to do with the democrati.(: rights 
possible within the economic sys­
tem of capi talism. This is p recise-
ly why the p rogram of " Socialism 
is the only solu t ion" is 3/"left " pro­
gram that doe_s n ot all ow the pro­
letariat to fi gh t for democracy with­
in capitalism . In fact, the comrade 
refu tes this point when in his letter 
he qu otes us saying "the fac t _is --t hat 
. .. the poli ce cannot be punished 
for fulf{lling th eir duties. " This is 

The leaflet correctly poin ts out a 
series of things. That police bru tali­
ty is i~creasing, that we h ave to figh t 
again~t it , that we have to be clear 
on who the enemy is, that the police 
are criminals and enemies of the peo­
ple , that this is so because it is their . 
job to repress us, th at to stop them 
we have to stop their imperialist mas-
ters, that grand juries and review bo-

--' 

ards are just cover-ups, that only the 
masses' struggle can hope. t o curb po­
lice brutality, a11d so on -- are all things 
that are correct and we have unity with. 

However, this leaflet is a good ·ex­
ample of the " only socialism " p rogram. 
It correctly points out that only socia­
list revolution can pu t an end to police 
brutality and n ational oppression, but 
fails in concretely linking th e parti-cu-

Scenes at the militant Bl~ck United Front march on City Hall. 

- lar ac tion for which the leaflet was 
E!"epared to the general struggle for so­
cialism. The nearest they get t o pre­
senting th eir readers with a concrete 
plaµ fo r struggle is by saying that we 
"have fo m arch and demonstrate", 
"continue our organizing," "our edu ­
cating the people ", "continue the str­
uggle fo r democratic righ ts " ' a.nd'con­
tinue to lay ou t the solution to police 
b ru tality". These things are thrown in 

··'""' ·I ; ,, 

: -~ 
.~ : --
:~- . ·....e 

of cases. in which policemen have 
been jailed, removed from the force, · 
due to popular pressure , and it is in 
this direction that our d emand poin­
ted. In fac t; '\\Te also said: , 

"Therefore,. by jaiiing a·police­
man-, the ruling class will be running' 
into problems with a very important 
part of their repressive State 
apparatus:" 

SEE SLOGANS AND DEMANDS 
IN THE CONCRETE 

\. 

Our demand _was raised in oppo-
sit ion ;to. re fo rmist dem ands for 
"more Black p olicemen" and a "civ2 
ii review board" wpich were the·de­
mands put forward by the reform­
ists in the leadersh ip o f this strug­
gle. (See Resistance, Vol. 9, No. 5, 
page 3 .) Later on , the dem and to 
" Stop th e Kil~ r Cops! " was put 
fo rward by o ther forces in th eir 
publication. Some comrades argued 

ing with everything, and the con­
c,rete p osi tive dem_ands in the strug­
gle simply disappear. 

Further, within the concre te con­
ditions of the struggle in Crown 
Heights and the rise o f strong anar­
chist and terrorist tendencies in this 
country ; "Stop Ki'ller Cops" objec­
tively becomes either a c~ll to ac­
tion for terrorists or simply empty 
phrase mongering that doesn ' t giv~ 
corn;rete leadership to the masses: 
This tendency which says that the 
final aim is every thing and the 
struggle for immediate demands 
nothing, is the flip-side of the eco­
nomist te11dency which says that 
the "movement is every th ing, the 
final aim is nothing.',' 

This is so , we rep eat , not be­
cause of th e word " stop", but be­
cause of the way in whi ch the ·de-

mand is bein_g raised , unconnec ted 
to any p rogram of st ruggle for im­
mediate. dem ands, and so vague tha t 
it could b e in terpret ed in any num­
ber o f '1'ays. Otherwise , we have no· 

in the leaflet as general proclammations, 
but nothing c01_1crete is presented as t o 
how to go about them. 

Furthermore, the leaflet lacks a 
clear focus, and definitely confuses po­
litics with pedagogics. It talks consist-

! - b " h d h' " " en t y a ou t we ave to o t rs , we · 
have to do th at" without making any 
distinc-tion between the authors of the 
leafl et and their tas ks on th e one hand, 
and the masses to whom the leaflet is 
being distributed and their tasks, on the 
other. 

For example, who is going to con­
tinue educating the people?, the authors 
of the leaflet?, the Marxist-Leninists ?, 
all the people who attend the event? 
We need less "we have to's" , and mor-e 
"cl.o's". 

'· The leaflet tends to phrase m onger 
about these things, assert things without 
·making an analysis of them. There are 
mentions of "people s mass revolut iona­
ry war" (but no explanati on of what this 
is all about) , <.!armed struggle of the ma­
sses-fo r a-socialist revoluti on " (wi th out 
an attempt to establish who is t o organi­
ze and lead that struggle, besides the e­
ver -present "we") .-

In sum , we believe that b o th in its 
conte11ts _and in its app roach t? the mass­
es , this leafle t repr~sents a "left" devia­
t ion i~ the question of th e relation bet­
ween th e struggle for reform s 3;nd th e 
struggle for socialism . 
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" T H E ~n E A C T I O N A R v-C R U S A O E F o·n J U S T I C E " 
NEW PAMPHLET OUT BY C.O.R.eS. (M.L.M) 

The pamphlet "The Reactionary 
Crusade for Justice", written by the 
Colorado Organization for Revolu­
tionary Struggle (M-L-M) (COReS) 
constitutes a preli_minary study 
of the Crusade's politics and how it 
betrays the Chicano people and sus­
tains U.S. capitalism. Although on­
ly a beginning, this pamphlet_ will 
aid true revolutionaries and pro­
gressive people to better under­
stand why the Cr,_u_s4de and their 
line is not in the interests of the 
Chicano people or _any other U.S. 
worki'ng and oppressed peoples. 
Through an analysis of the history 
and political positions of that or­
ganizati on , -COR~S shows how the 
Crusade for Justice - at one t ime 
considered a leader in the struggle 
for Chicano liberation - became a 
reactionary fo rce. 

COReS speaks to the qu estion· 
of Chicano liberation by stating: 

" In order to liberate the Chica­
no ·people, we need t o correctly iden­
tify the enemy , correctly identify 
who our friends are , a'nd correctly 
ident ify the meth~ds of eliminat-
·ing the enemy. We need to do all 
these things so as not to divert the 
struggle by attacking the wrong 
things in the wrong way." 

"The economic...system of capit­
alism/imperialism is then an enemy~ 
of .the Chicano people and of all op­
pressed people of the world ... In 
order to end the oppression of Chi­
canos, we must end the economic 
system of imperialism which thrives 
on their exploitation." 

On the question of the Cru­
sade's leadership and how well they 
were able to organize to fight im­
perialism in order to.,liberate them­
selves, COReS identifies two incor­
rect paths taken by the Crusade; 
errors which permeated every as­
pect of their work. COReS states: 

"1) They channeled it into re­
formism. Although they talked a­
bout revolution, every solution, 
every activity, every goal and plan 
of the Crusade was nothing rriore 
than an attempt to bend and re­
shape imperialism so as to !flake a 
few Chicano's lives more comforta­
ble under this oppres~ive system. 
The Crusade struggled militantly 
hut th~y only struggled for reforms. 

" Reforms which alleviate the 
suffering of the poeple, which make 
it easier for us to struggle for final -
liberation such as the right to union-

-ize, the right to decent education, to 
·. better pay, should be fought for. In 
the struggle for reforms the people 
will get the training to carry out the 
struggle for polit,ical and economic 
power. But to think that all we need 
to do is to reform the system, to 
think that all we should do is strug­
gle for reforms without putting it 
in the context of the larger strug-
gle, is incorrect. ., 

"2) The Crusade also channeled 
the struggle of the people into nar­
row nationalism ; they told Chicanos 
that as a race they were better than 
any other races and that they were 
oppressed by the White race. They 
put forward a mystical philosophy 
of La Raza Cosmica, La Raza Bronce 
They p~t forward ~logans like "Pa 
mi raza todo; fuera de mi raza na-

. da." (For my race, evervthing; out­
side my race, nothing.) 

"Although the Crusade has said 
that imperialism/capitalism is the 

_ enemy of the Chicano people, they 
have consistently shown, in prac­
tice, that they consider gringo 

. (white) society and the~efore, Anglos, 
to be the main enemy of the Chica­
no people. In practice they still re­
fuse to unite with White people and 
instead foster hatred among Chican1 
os for A_nglos. 

"It is correct to sturggle against 
"The Crusade for Justice took racism, to make white workers re-

the legitimate pride of a people, the alize our common oppression and . 
legitimate indignation of years of '-- the Chicano's right to exist as a dis-
oppression , and in~tead of directing tinct people. But to rid society of 
this fury at the destruction of im- racism we cannot simply kill off 
perialism, instead of using the rage White people, hate them or refuse -
and fighting spirit of the people to to have anything to do with therri. 
defeat the enemy, they channeled We must destroy imperialism and 
that struggle into two incorrect end class-divided society, the thing 
paths. · which is reposnsible for racism be-
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combat racism we must promote the 
the unity of all oppressed peoples, 
based on equality, r~gardless of col­
or. But the Crusade actively promo­
ted the idea among Chicanos that ·, 
White people, that racism, was their 
main e11emy. Narrow nationalism 
is also counterrevolutionary because 
it undermines the unity between 
oppressed peoples . It does not equip 
us to combat racism correctly. It 
keeps the revolutionary ranks divi­
ded which actively strengthen the 
imperialists." , 1 

Throughout the pamphlet, COR­
eS criticizes:the politics of the Cru­
sade on the Vietnam War, on electqr­
al politics, on community control, 
on drug abuse, on education, on the 
woman question, on armed struggle, 
and terrorism, and on the Crusade's 
belittlem,ent of theoretical work 
and general disdain for the masses. 

In exposing the reactionary cha­
racter of the Gtusade on each of 
these -point s, COReS also puts out 
their own line. For example, in cri­
ticizing the Crusade for their posi­
tion and actions on the woman ques­
tion, COReS sta'tes, m " part:_ 

"Searching through the news­
papers of the Crusade since 1970 
and through a book of their history 
put out by the Crusade, there was 
no significant meQtion of the sp<;-
cial oppression of Chicanas or of the . 
role which women must play in the 
Chicano movement. This failure to 
mention women and their special 
oppres~ion and struggle shows that 
the Crusade does not recognize that 
women are oppressed both by the 
ideQlogy of male chauvinism (a ~ay 
of thinking that says that women -
are inferior to men) and does not 
recognize that women are-especially 
oppressed by imperialism. 

-
"But the Crusade's position on 

women goes beyond just not recog-
- nizing their special oppressio!}. Be- · 

cause they hold that everything that 
is Chicano is good, they do not cri­
ticize any of-the had.aspects of 
Chicano tulture. Within the Chicano 
culture a non-revolutionary aspect 
which must he eliminated is the con­
cept of machismo. Machismo is no­
thing more than the worst form of 
male chauvinism. It is an idea with­
in Chicano culture which tries to 
keep women at home, says their 

.,­
( 

main role is to hear children, keep a 
happy home and serve the needs of 
men. The Crusade does not actively 
struggle against this concept. The 
only major article found in El Gallo 
dealing with a woman put forward 
that "she did not hold a degree in 
anything academically, but she pos­
sesse9 a doctorate in the realm of 
life and what it meant to live as- a 
Chicano struggling to love and keep 
her family together." 

"At the same time that womeri 
are expected to have full responsi- , 
bility for household chores, because 
of had economic conditions women 
are forced to work outside the home. 
At work they are paid less (aga~n, ' 
because they are considered inferior) · 
and further oppressed as workers with 
with the profits of their labour be­
ing ripped off by the imperialists 
who do not lift one finger. In order 
to end the oppression of women, 
we must create the conditions for her 
to actively take up the struggle 
against her imperialists exploiters. 

"A starting point for revolution­
aries is to struggle against keeping 
women at home, keeping them tied 
down with housework. We must 
put into practice the revolutionary 
slogan 'Equality for Women!' by 
dividing the responsibilities of home 
and child rearing in such a way that 
women are freed up to do political 
work, We must train women, we 
must encourage their full, all-round­
ed parti<:ipation in the revolution." 

* * * 
This pamphlet has much useful 

information and is an important con­
tribution to the struggle against op­
portunism and imperialism, and for 
Chicano liberation. For copies of 
the pamphlet, C<?_ntact: 

BOXHOLDER, 
P.O. Box 11084, 
Denver, Colo. 80211. 

Or, copies can be purchased at: 

The 10th Street Bookshop, 
2 24 E. 10th Street, 
New York City 
4 73-8 736. 

The League for P~oletarian Revolu­
tion has also printed an article on 
this struggle in RESIST ANGE, 
Vol. 8, No. 8, entitled : "Expose 
th e Crusade for Justice." 

* * * 

, 
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RECTIFY OUR STYLE OF WORK -
Continued from page 1. 

and practice in the organi'zation. 
Let's briefly mention some of the 
particular evils in which bowing to 
spontaneity, as reflected in lack of 
conscious planning, is manifested in 
the organization. 

BITING OFF MQRE THAN WE 
CAN CHEW 

Our subjective way of thinking, 
especially iq its manifestation of 
volun ta!ism ( see last issue) has led to 
a viscious circle in which we are con: 
sistently engaging in tasks that we 
cannot fulfill in a correct commun- _ 
ist way, starting things to-later drop 
them because of lack nf r·esources; 
running like mad dogs from place 

OCTOBER 1978 

/ 
In the last period {here we refer 

roughly to the period from Decem­
ber 1977 to the present) this ten­
dency has been most acute and has 
affected every aspect of the organi­
zation's activity {the regularity of 
the newspaper, the mass struggle 
we are involved in, the publication 
and distribution of M-L works, ' 
and most importantly of all, the 
theoretical development of our 

" membership and contacts). Although 
definitely less of a problem, this 
bad utilization of cadres has been 
reflected in some cases in our not 
assigning enough work to some cadres 
but this no doubt is the exception, 
not the rule, and as a matter o{ fact, 
is an easier problem to solve. 

OUR CONT ACTS 
ARE 

IN THE SAME BOAT 

Nobody can provide what they , 
do not have. Therefore, if we lack 
conscious planning and suffer from 
poor utilization of resources, it's on­
ly logical here that to a great ex-

harm and disorganize further our 
already disorganized and scattered 
forces. In this respect, let's say for 
'a change, that the decision to plan 
this rectification campaign as a long 
term process that will step-by-step · 
place the entire organization on more 
solid ground is the best thing we 
have done in a long time. .,. 

TAILING THE SPONTANEOUS 
MASS MOVEMENT · 

The absence of a conscious plan, 
spontaneity with its "tactics as pro­
cess", led to tailism of the spontan­
eous mass movement in many occa­
si~ns. To begin with, oftimes we 
have involved ourselves in spontan­
eous mass struggles in a very spon­
taneous way. Something happens 
in the factory or workplace where . 
we have cadres or contacts, or in a 
neighborhood where we have people, · 
etc. and here we go to participate in 
that struggle without any previous 
analysis of what this struggle is all 
about, how we are going to place 
it in the context of party building, 
etc. · ' 

i I , 

to place, meeting to meeting, from 
this type of work to the other, etc. 
Many times we have concluded ,that 
in fact we don't have the resources 
to-do this or that, but in9ependently 
of our analysis; we have tried to' do 
them anyway. This is so important 
that we have to do it, even at the 
cost of ... And very seldom the 

tent the evils of our style of work 
affect our contacts and the diff­
erent mass organizations, commit­
tees, etc., to which we attempt to 
provide communist leadership. In 
this respect we can say that in fact 
some of our contacts have given us 
valid criticisms that have helped 

i Although we can, in fact have I\ 
analyzed the different lines that ai;e I 
put forward, criticize what is in- -
correct, etc., on the whole we have i 
found ourselves in many of those 5 
struggles in the role of responding to i 

rear cost is that we do not carry out 
the tasks correctly, !!_m do we com­
plete other tasks which we have al- · 
ready committed ourselves to. 

NO PARTY BUILDING PLAN 

This is our greatest weakness in 
this respect. In a per~od in which 
party building is the central tasks of 
all genuine Marxist-Leninists, failing 
to have a real scientific party bµild­
ing plan is a crime. All the talk about 
tactical tasks, periods, key link, 
fusion, etc. become fruitless without 
a cle;;ir plan (used .he-re in <J. progr;am-, . 
matic sense) that gives direction to" 
the process . .It's not enough, com­
rades, to lay down what we feel 
should happen if we don't lay down 
d~il,rly how it is that it's going to 
happen. The characterization of us 
by ATM as parrots repeat_ing Marx­
ist-Leninists unite, propaganda is 
the chief form of activity, etc. al­
though made with the purpose of 
covering for their own right oppor­
tunist line, is in fact a good char~c­
terization of us ( and of any other 
forte who, like us, is in the same 
boat of talking about tasks with-
out putting forward how we are to 
accomplish them). It is -clear, com­
rades, th at the development of a 
conscious plan for party building 
has to be an organizational priority 
as of now. 

POOR UTILIZATION OF CA.DRE , 

Although in the section of the 
rectification campaign that deals 
with the methods of leadership we. 
zero irt on this question, it is good, 

the organization to understand this 
problem better and decide to im; 

whatever the particular leadership I_I 
of the struggle puts out, more than 
providing direction to the leader-
ship of the struggle ourselves, put-

EXCERPTS FROM: / 
"ON PROBLEMS OF SELF-CRITICISM" 

By 
Wu Ch'iang 

"There is no very great difference in, the principles of criticism and 
selfcritic-ism-among intellectuals -as-opposed to industrial and agricultur­
al workers; but intellectuals differ in certain characteristics, so that as 

' regards questions of criticism and selfcriticism there are certain differen­
ces in content and method. The present article is chiefly concerned with 
problems of criticism and selfcriticism amongst comrades with intellec­

tuals' background." / 
\ 

... "What is criticism and self-criticism? Many people are insufficiently 
clear on this . . . Criticism and self-criticism is the motive force of revolu­
tionary parties anil. groups, and for qomrades who take part in such par­
ties and groups . . . Criticism and selfcriticism is the indispensable w~apon 
with which defects can be corrected and good qualities further developed." 
· . .. "We can t7"U:thfully say that criticism and self-criticism gives the for­
ward thrus·t for revolutionary activity, and is something that decides the 
ability of revolutionary parties and of revolutionaries to progress" . . . 

This brief, but important, pamphlet deals with the ques_tions 'Why De­
velop Criticism and Self-Criticism?', outlines 'Deviations in Criticism 
and .Self-Criticism' characteristic of the petty bourgeois intellectual, 
and talks of 'Developing Authentic Criticism and Self-Criticisni.'-

This pamphlet is available from: COLORADO ORGANIZATION FOR 
REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE {M-L-M), P.O. Box 11084, Denver, 
Colorado 80211. PRICE: 25¢ . 

medi~tely move to solve it. 
• 1 ' \ ... '~ .. ,,._ • ~ .\.. • ,. , • < • 

_,: GRANDIOSE' PLAN,$, 
"MINISCULE RESULTS 

ting our concrete plans of action 

to mention it here, too. In the main, . 
the lack of ~cientific planning b~i11g,. _ ,. Ari.at-her manifestatio{i of span-
one ohhe primary reasons for it. taneity' 1s that of putting forward 

to the masses , etc. Although we· 
carry out part of our communist 
line by putting forward our views 
trying to i:aise the political level of 
the _masses, attempting to unite 
M-L's and win the advanced to 
communi;m; bringing ·communist 
propaganda and communist agita- -
tion to the struggle, etc. this does 
not change the fact that we involve 
oursleves in many of those · struggles 
without a conscious plan, and have 
to improvise on the road ( "tactics 
as process'1) and basically respond . 
to what other people put forward 
("tailism ") as oppos·ed to proposing 
things, bringing plans, etc. 

our cadres definitely have m~re tasks plans ·that are really far beyond 
over their shoulders than what they what we can possibly accomplish 
can really fulfill_in a correct manner. with •the resources we have today. 
The same is true of our leadership. {Recall the' MA Y DAY fiasco.) As 
Thu; , this tendency of our organiza- we said earlier, it's as if at times ·we 
tion of trying to bite off more ·than believed that it is enough to wish 
we can really chew has resulted in something-very much for it to come 
having our· cadres. running like track true 1 into1 being. In a situation in 
horses from task to task un,able to which· every new task involves the 

1 
dedicate all their attention to any mobilizations of sectors of the or-
of them. ganization which are ·aln;ady over­

worked, plans for big events, for 

SUBSCRIBE TO RESISTANCE! 

' . 

fast results, for drastic changes, be­
come mere illusions 'that only cause 

This we believe is a summation 
' 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 
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Crown Heights . . ....... . . . 

extra 
As we go to press it has been an- . 

nounced that the Brooklyn Grand 
Jury has concluded that the police· 
were "blameless" for the death of 
Arthur Miller. 

In this 'shameless report they said 
that Miller 's death was a "tragic, un­
foreseeable accident which occured 
during a lawful arrest ;'. , 

\ 

Eugene Gold, ~rooklyn DA, came 
immediately in support of the report. 
1t was Gold who, in the aftermath of 
Miller's assassiuation, promised · to 
make public the Grand Jury minutes --

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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\ , 
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FREE CHILD CARE 

a prom ise he didn 't keep. -- and assured : 
that there would be rio cover-up. This 
agent of national oppression said : 
"This was not a racial incident and 
should not !!e construed _that way." 
And he added: "Arthur Miller was 
not .savagely beaten by anyone . . 
Police utilized uniformly recom 
mended procedures to restrain Mi­
ller. " He meant the '1iliform criminal 
procudures used against oppressed 
people! 

. , A Black man is brutalized by a 
police mob, he dies of asphixiation, 
and nobody is guilty of it ! This is 
what justice in capitalist U.S. is all 
ab9.ut! \ 

But the masses that have stood 
up in anger at Miller's assassination 
will not let this' phoney report get 
by without struggle.Iys dear that 
it is not a question of having another 
investigation by the State or Fede­
ral government that will end up in 
the same way. 

In t~ face of this new attack 
it is necessary to sum-up the strug­
gle in order to determine how to 
move forward, what demands are 
to be raised and how it is that we 
are going to continue the-struggle 
under the .new conditions. 

RECTIFY OUR STYLE OF WORK 
Continued from page 7. 

of how the problem of spontaneity 
affects our organization. Before we 
deal with the other main defects in 
our stvle of work - amatt>nrishness 
fo~ in~tance, which is definitely ' 
closely connected to our spontanei­
ty and sectarianism - we feel that 
it is proper to lay out some of the 
tasks we have ahead of us as a means 
to deal with, and rectify, the problem 
of spontaneity. 

It is clear that we have to cons­
ciously plan ail our revolutionary 
activity, establish priorities based 
on what are the needs of our rnove·­
ment and our own capabilities, etc. 
This need for planning is .a general 
question that applies to each and 
every aspect of our work.' There­
fore what we are establishing here 
are specific tasks that we feel have 

· to be carried out as a correct step in 
the direction of,ectification. 

J. Develop a party J:>uilding plan . Al­
ready the Central Committee has pre­

' sented the organization with a gen-
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eral outline of what has to be done 
to devdop that plan. it is necessary 
to reach unity in methodology in 
order to be able to develop it. As 
pointed out earlier, this is a matter 
of top priority. 

2. Examine the involvement and 
work of the organization in every 
area and at every level: th eoretical, 
political, and organizational. We 
have to determine priorities, tacti-
cal plans for those priorities, time 
tables, distribution of forces, etc. 
In the main, it's of particular im­
portance to make a 'better division of 
labor and to try to stop the syndrome 
of people involved in many different . 
areas many times even without a · 
clear understanding of what is their 
primary task, etc. 

3. Let's establish priorities and then 
concentrate forces in those areas. 
If- we just establish a mechanical · 
division of labor we will definitely 
contmue the same vicious circle. 
It's clear that at least momentarily 
we have to drop some of the things 
we are involved in. It is also clear 
that we cannot continue to add 

more and more tasks without first 
stabilizing our priorities and also 
taking account of our resources, 
both contacts and cadres. In this 
respect, there are various questions 
that have to be zeroed-in on. 

a) The need to concentrate on 
some tasks. In dealing with this' 
problem, Chairman Mao points out 
"Go deeply and concretely into the 
work called for, mak_e a break­
through at some single point, gain 
experience and use this experience 
for guiding other units ... .. " It is 
crucial that we move in that direc­
tion. Let's do l~ss, but better, so 
that tomorrow we can do rnore 
and better. · 

/' 
b) Spe~ial importance has to be 

given to th~ question of training our 
forces ( the section of am ateurishness 
deals with this in full; see next issue). 

c) We must recruit n ew people 
into the organi1ation. Many of our 
contacts have fundamental unity 
with the line of the organization 
and have shown us that they are 

1 

capable of carrying out that line 
in practice in the real world. There­
fore, there is no reason .why we 
have to wait until we clean house 
completely, so to speak, before in­
viting them to join us. In fact, , 
very p~obably the best way to 
clean the i}ouse is with their fullest 
participatio~ and help. · 

4: Need to reassess the question of 
the study of Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tse tung Thought. We have to 
develop a plan that takes into con­
s1deration the question of the un­
even development of our cadres and . 

I 

contacts. Study has to be designed 
not ,only taking into account the 
question of present theoreJical de- · 
velopment, but also -social base 
(worker? intellectual ? student?),­
area of work, etc . 

• 
RECTIFY OUR WAY OF 
'THINKING AND STYLE OF 
I i ORK! . 

STUDY MARXISA1-LENINISM­
\ 10 TS ETUNG THOUGJ-f'fl 

i '1~ACTISE CRITICIS M/SELF­
( ·UTICISM! 


	MS-0013-10-15-05-001
	MS-0013-10-15-05-002
	MS-0013-10-15-05-003
	MS-0013-10-15-05-004
	MS-0013-10-15-05-005
	MS-0013-10-15-05-006
	MS-0013-10-15-05-007
	MS-0013-10-15-05-008

