
"Therefore I say: Know your enemy and
know yourself; in a hundred battles you will
never be in peril. When you ar e ignorant of
the enemy, but know yourself, your chances
of winning or losing ar e equal. If ignorant
both of your enemy and of yourself, you are
certain in every battle to be in peril."

– Sun Tzu, The Art of War

TThis well-known advice from Sun
Tzu's Art of War holds many les-
sons for revolutionaries.  Knowing
one's enemy begins with an accu-

rate assessment of the real processes under-
way that both determine what the adversary
must do, what he can do, the forces at his
disposal, as well as the areas where he is
weak. Knowing oneself – oneself being the
revolutionary forces in this country – is to
understand how those same processes shape
what can be done, what must be done, the
forces at our disposal, as well as the areas
where we are weak. By basing political con-
clusions on the accurate estimate of the
processes underway – from both sides of the
table – revolutionaries can begin to develop
the strategy and tactics that can most ef fec-
tively teach our class its true interests and
move the process toward the conclusion that
benefits our class. 

This accurate assessment begins with the
understanding that the economy and society
are undergoing a leap. This leap is the trans-
formation from a system of production and
distribution based on the exploitation of la-
bor power as a commodity – and the pro-
ductive relations that arose on that basis – to
one where production without labor , and
therefore value, is emer ging. Yet, new pro-
ductive relations do not arise spontaneously.
They must be fought for.  

As the crisis advances, and political po-
larization deepens, both the ruling class and
the workers will be forced to fight for a po-
litical solution that is dictated by the objec-
tive character of the changes underway . If
the ruling class wants to survive as a ruling
class and preserve private property under
their control, it will have to fight for a fas-
cist political solution. If the workers want to
survive at all, they will have to fight for a
communist political solution. 

In the period of the leap the battle shifts
to the subjective. All of society is dragged
into a fight to align thinking with the actual
changing conditions, and into the struggle to
enforce their interests. Without a unity of
the subjective understanding of what is ob-
jectively possible nothing can move for-

ward. This is as true for the fascists as it is
for the communists.

Today, we see the objective impulses to-
ward fascism developing from within the
actual process far ahead of, and without a
cohesive or unified, subjective side. The fas-
cist forces are scattered and divided. The
task of the ruling class is to create the sub-
jective unity necessary for the process to
move forward.  

STATE TRANSFORMED IN 
CAPITALISTS' INTEREST

While universal laws inform its motion,
the development of fascism today is not un-
folding in the same way as it did in the past.
The main distinctive dif ference is the exis-
tence of the actual, objective basis for polit-
ical revolution. 

In the past period, fascism was not ob-
jectively necessary to protect capitalism as a
system. In the Nazi period, for example, fas-
cism protected the national interests of a
section of the larger section of finance capi-
talists under very specific historical condi-
tions. These conditions were the worsening
economic crisis, the weakening of social
democratic influence and the rising strength
of revolutionary forces in Germany , Italy
and Austria, as well as the influence of the
newly formed Soviet Union. If these forces
had taken power, certainly they would have
attempted to put an end to capitalist proper-
ty relations. It was in this sense only that a
threat to capitalism existed, not because of
the introduction of qualitatively new tech-
nology as today.  In this sense, fascism arose
first as a subjective movement. The fascists
seized power first, then created the condi-
tions for changes in the economy and socie-
ty. 

Today, the foundation for fascism is
emerging from the actual processes of de-
struction, polarization and the battle to de-
termine how society will be reconstructed.
Objectively, the ruling class cannot solve
the problems it faces within the existing or-
der. 

History teaches us that a ruling class is
capable of changing economic foundations
to remain a ruling class. The feudal class in
Europe transformed itself into the land-own-
ing section of the bourgeoisie. In Japan, they
transformed themselves from feudal lords to
the industrial section of the bour geoisie.
Their content was to remain a ruling class. 

We do not know what today's ruling class
will become, but they have to endorse

change – and unite around that change – in
order to remain as a ruling class. 

They cannot allow the interests of indi-
vidual corporations, or even industries, or
sections of the economy , to interfere with
this overarching, and what is for them life or
death, long term goal.  All of their efforts are
towards stabilizing the economy and bring-
ing the vast capitalist economic and politi-
cal order under control. Only the state can
intercede to impose this kind of stability .
The transformation that is taking place in
the state is itself becoming the vehicle to re-
construct society around the interests of the
ruling class in the new epoch. 

This is no more apparent than in the 180
degree turnaround in ruling class actions
over the past year. From fighting for decen-
tralization, the free market and unregulated
commerce they have mobilized the power of
the state to dominate and lead the restructur-
ing of the economy. The virtual nationaliza-
tion of the banks, to the nationalization of
Chrysler and General Motors, express steps
in the transformation of the state from the
mere facilitator of corporate will to its tak-
ing a direct role as the guardian of private
property. 

A huge social motion will arise on these
changes.  Auto is the harbinger of things to
come. As nationalization proceeds in the in-
terests of the capitalists, the workers are ob-
jectively thrown up against the state. The
workers who keep their jobs can only pro-
tect that toehold against disaster by in-
evitably moving closer to the ruling class,
while a lar ger section will be cast adrift.
This growing polarization will create greater
motion, instability and provide fertile
ground for fascist  propaganda. 

The growing economic crisis is bound to
bring on political crisis - the clash of two
antagonistic processes, with one forced to
destroy the other to survive. The developing
crisis is the impossibility of maintaining the
bourgeois democratic superstructure with
the qualitatively new economic foundation
that is being created.

BATTLE TO CONTROL 
STATE EMERGING

This is not a matter of forces from the
right against which the "left" must fight. 

Any dictionary, any book on politics will
state that politics expresses economics – it
clears the way for the economy or a section
of the economy to develop.  Thus, prior to
the Civil War, the Democratic Party was the

political expression of the agrarian bour-
geoisie, and  the rising industrial class had
to create a new party, the Republican Party,
to represent its interests. In later times, the
Roosevelt coalition, which dominated the
Democratic party, was the political expres-
sion of international finance capital, and it
stood against the Republicans, which were
the expression of national finance capital.
Political right and left expressed definite
sections of the capitalist class. Today, there
is no objective foundation for a split in the
ruling class today, as there was in the past
epoch. 

Of course, there is an ideological right
and left, and people drift in and out as they
choose. There are all kinds of ideas out there
– pro-slavery , anti-black, anti-immigrant,
neo-confederates, religious dominionists
and reconstructionists to name a few – and
they are beginning to get into scattered, and
sometimes violent (if still isolated) motion.
They are dangerous and have to be fought. 

The key thing is revolutionaries have dif-
ferent tactics to fight a right that is based in
the economy and a right based in abstract
ideology. 

Today, our starting point has to be the
qualitatively new conditions – a leap in the
economy, and the dissolution of that eco-
nomic system and its relations. The struggle
has moved from a struggle between two
groups within the ruling class to a struggle
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TThe papers and news shows are
filled with talk about the General
Motor's bankruptcy and how terri-
ble it is going to be for the corpo-

rations, the bondholders, the rich and
powerful.

Almost nothing is being said about the
workers – except, that is, endless recrimina-
tions about their so-called lavish benefits,
plush working conditions, and fat pay-
checks that, if you believe what you hear ,
are almost singlehandedly responsible for
the plight of the Big 3 today.

The goal of this campaign is to marginal-
ize their plight and turn the rest of the work-
ers against them. In this distraction, the
capitalist class can obscure the underlying
cause of these problems and blunt the lead-
ership this section of the workers has histor-
ically exercised over the entire working
class.

Neither the autoworker – nor any other
worker – created the economic system of
capitalism. Nor do they have power over it
or the state that oversees it. They were not
the ones who created the robotic production
lines, or laid of f the workers it replaced.
They didn't have any control over the vast
system of buying and selling within which

they are enmeshed. Like every other worker
they can only live as long as they can work.

The same technology that is decimating
the lives of American workers has the po-

tential to provide for all. The problem is our
class doesn't control that technology, or the
state that protects those who do. That con-
trol is in the hands of the capitalist class and
they wield it in their class interests, not in
ours.

American industrial workers hold an his-
toric place in the American working class.
In the 1930s they played crucial roles in
unionization, and in the 1960s in fights to

open the shop floor and skilled trades to mi-
norities and women, to clean up the condi-
tions on the job, and to garner raises in pay
and benefits. These improvements rippled

throughout the entire working class, paving
the way for better working conditions and
pay for all workers.

Ultimately, it was their labor that was the
foundation for the American capitalist class
to rise to its dominant position in the world.
For this reason, for a time, the capitalist
class conceded to the industrial worker a
relatively good standard of living, decent
benefits, and a stable living.

No more. Who can deny that the 840 ro-
bots to be installed in GM's Lordstown
plant will do anything other than eliminate
the need for labor there as well? And multi-
ply that a thousand times, a hundred thou-
sand times over, around the world in every
industry, shop, and office.

In 1966, Chrysler employed 66,000
workers in Detroit alone. Today, it employs
35,000 nationwide. Sixty-five thousand
workers are at GM, but due to the bankrupt-
cy conditions it will be less than half that by
the time they are through.

Those few who remain have been forced
to swallow the government's demands for
more cutbacks: loss of vacation time and
cost of living raises, reduced break time,
and reductions in wages in some cases to
$14 an hour. Besides accepting worsening
work conditions and terrible pay , Chrysler
and GM workers were forced to give up the
right to strike to 2015. We say forced be-
cause when a person is looking at cuts or no
job at all, there isn't much choice.

Thousands more are being cut adrift as
plants close and production is slashed in
those that remain. They join thousands of
those before them laid off, fired, and down-
sized from plants throughout the region,
and now scrambling to make it on food
stamps, minimum wage jobs, or living on
nothing at all, destitute and homeless. All
that will be left is a life of instability and

few prospects.
Working for the time being or cut loose,

these workers are now joining the ever ex-
panding ranks of the new class being creat-
ed by robotics.

It is not only their numbers, or even their
concentration, which makes these workers
decisive to the cause of revolution in this
country. It is also their continuity in the
communities of the region – generations in
the plants, and in the unions – and their col-
lective class experience of their battles for a
better life raising up the living standards for
all. It is their skills, their knowledge of or-
ganization, their ties, by a million dif ferent
threads, to the same stratum of the class
throughout the country. 

Conscious of their class interests, and
armed with a battle plan to achieve their im-
mediate needs, they can be turned toward
revolution, and can bring the rest of the
class with them. 

This decisive section is already moving
into activity, and the ruling class is already
waging a fight for not simply their or gani-
zational leadership, but to shape their minds
and vision to side with ruling class against
their own class interests. If this bid is left
unchallenged, not only the workers of the
Rust Belt, but all of society will fall prey to
the fascist forces coalescing to restructure
society around the fascist corporate state.
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Neither the autoworker – nor any other worker
– created the economic system of capitalism.

Nor do they have power over it or the state that
oversees it. That control is in the hands of the
capitalist class and they wield it in their class 
interests, not in the interests of the workers.
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SSocialism is becoming more popular
in America. According to an April
9, 2009 poll by Rasmussen Re-
ports, only 53% of American

adults believe capitalism is better than so-
cialism. The same poll found that younger
Americans are most favorably inclined with
33% of adults under 30 preferring social-
ism. Americans today are changing their
minds about socialism and capitalism, but
without a clear understanding of what so-
cialism is.

At a moment in history when the transi-
tion from industrial to electronic production
is forcing global economic and social reor-
ganization, understanding the difference be-
tween capitalism, socialism and
communism helps us envision a future soci-
ety that meets the needs of all and a strategy
to achieve it. 

After decades in which socialism has
been painted as evil, lawless, and totalitari-
an to forestall criticism of capitalism as an
economic system, people’ s minds have
been opened by the turmoil of the econom-
ic crisis and the government’s bailout of the
banks, not the people.

The ruling class has discredited alterna-
tive economic systems – socialism and
communism – as unpatriotic or impossible
by equating socialism and communism with
dictatorship while treating capitalism and
democracy as one and the same. In fact,
both democracy and dictatorship are forms
of political systems. Capitalism, socialism
and communism are economic systems.

SOCIALISM 
AN ECONOMIC SYSTEM

Economic systems are the set of relations
between people and classes in social pro-
duction, essentially who owns the means of
production and how the product is distrib-
uted. 

Under the economic system of capital-
ism, the capitalist class owns the means of
production (factories, transport, etc.) as pri-
vate property – in contrast to public proper-
ty (like schools and fire stations), or
personal property (like homes and cars).
The basic law of capitalism – competition
in the production of commodities to maxi-
mize profits – results in poverty, war, colo-
nial exploitation, monopolies, and crisis.

Capitalists hire workers to produce com-
modities, which are socially produced, but
privately owned by the capitalists, and then
sold for profit. The state provides an infra-
structure to assist the capitalist class in
maximizing profit and towards this end pro-
vides some basic necessities (such as

schools, unemployment insurance, and so-
cial security) to maintain a workforce and
ward off starvation, social chaos, and revo-
lution. 

Under the economic system of socialism,
the means of production are not in the pri-
vate hands of the capitalists, but are socially
owned by the state or by cooperatives. Pro-
duction is planned by the state with the goal
of satisfying the constantly rising require-
ments of society through expanding produc-
tion.

Under socialism, the product is distrib-
uted to those who work either directly in the
form of payment for work or socially
through public goods and services and the
development of public industry . Money
and exchange based on the value of com-
modities – which is the essence of capitalist
production – continue to operate in some
spheres and influence economic planning.

Under the economic system of commu-
nism, the means of production are publicly
owned and capable of producing abundance
sufficient to meet the needs of all of society.
The use of money disappears because com-
modities are no longer produced for a mar-
ket, but for distribution on the basis of need.

SOCIALISM A STAGE

At every stage in the history of society ,
the development of the means of production
make possible certain kinds of economic
systems. The basic implements of animal
husbandry and seasonal planting of crops
made possible the economic system of slav-
ery. The steam engine, factories, and
ocean-going ships opened up the era of in-
dustrial production, which made possible
the economic systems of socialism and cap-
italism.

The socialist movement was born in the

period of transition from agriculture to in-
dustry as serfs and peasants were driven off
the land to seek survival as wage-slaves in
the miserable conditions of the earliest fac-
tories. In many countries political parties of
the working class or ganized and led this
new class in a political battle for power to
control the state and their own destiny.

The Bolshevik Party of Russia was the
clearest example of this struggle for social-
ism. It succeeded in leading the Russian
proletariat to victory against the Tsar and

the new capitalist class to win state power
for the working people of Russia in 1917.
This political victory enabled the Russian
working class to establish socialism. After
taking power they faced the challenge of
wrenching a backward, agrarian economy
out of semi-feudalism and building a do-
mestic industry in the aftermath of WWI
and the destruction of WWII. Socialism in
the Soviet Union – and other socialist coun-
tries – was understood to be the first stage
toward communism.

In the era of industrial production, the vi-
sion of a world without exploitation, hunger
and war galvanized the working class
movement for communism, but industrial
production was unable to create the materi-
al conditions required for a communist eco-
nomic system. The idea of communism
preceded the possibility. 

Today, in this era of electronic produc-
tion, the reverse is true. Now , the material
conditions for communism exist, but the
ideas are lagging behind. 

COMMUNISM POSSIBLE TODAY

The introduction of electronics into pro-
duction has created the conditions for this
abundance and thus Soviet style socialism
of the 20th Century is no longer necessary

or possible. In the 21st century , the global
capitalist system has reached a stage where
goods can be produced with little or no la-
bor. The global capitalist system is no
longer growing and expanding and is in a
deep crisis as a result. The transition from
industrial capitalism to electronic produc-
tion is forcing global economic and social
reorganization.

A level of production has been achieved
through electronics that makes communism
possible. This is the turning point at which
we stand today.

Humanity today faces the choice: will we
do away with private property and build a
future for all or will a system of private
property be preserved at the expense of hu-
man beings and the planet? Electronics is
reducing a class that was once an essential
element of industrial production to redun-
dancy. Attempts to do no more than blunt
the worst effects of capitalism may be well-
meaning, but they divert ener gy from the
tasks ahead. 

More and more Americans are joining
the ranks of those dispossessed by capital-
ism world-wide. A class that has nothing
to gain from private ownership of the means
of production has to take the reins of power
and construct an economic system that can
sustain a better world. The struggle today
is not the struggle of the last century to ex-
pand industrial production. Nor is it the
social-democratic struggle to increase the
crumbs that fall from the table of the
world’s billionaires. Though people may
have dif ferent ideas about and dif ferent
ways of describing it, at this moment in his-
tory, the essence of every struggle for a bet-
ter life is objectively the struggle for
communism. Communism is not just an
idea, but the practical resolution to immedi-
ate problems. Nationalization of health care
is a matter of survival for millions. The peo-
ple of Detroit must take over the water cor-
porations or go without water in their
homes. Either we control the corporations
or they control us.

In the U.S., the working class is skilled
and educated. It has one of the highest lev-
els of production in the world. It has two
centuries of experience in the world’ s first
democratic republic. It is the inheritor of the
American Revolution, a civil war that end-
ed slavery, and broad movements for labor
and civil rights. With the political power to
transition private to public property, Ameri-
can creativity, efficiency and “can-do” spir-
it will make short work of the transition to
an economic system in which the abun-
dance we produce is held in common and
benefits all.

Communism: 
Practical resolution to immediate problems

A level of production has been achieved
through electronics that makes communism

possible. This is the turning point at which we
stand today. With the political power to transi-
tion private to public property, American cre-
ativity, efficiency and “can-do” spirit will make

short work of the transition to an economic
system in which the abundance we produce is

held in common and benefits all.
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DDoctrine is a guide to dealing, in a
general way, with some aspect of
objective reality. As that reality
changes, doctrine must change

accordingly. For example, until the end of
the Civil War, mass infantry attack was the
basic military doctrine. The invention and
use of the machine gun forced the military
to abandon that doctrine and adopt the doc-
trine of dispersal. 

We could present many examples, but the
point is that failure to change doctrine with
changing reality condemns a political organ-
ization to failure as a doctrinaire sect. For
revolutionaries, doctrine is a general policy
or set of principles that guides political ac-
tivity to accomplish a definite political goal.
During these rapidly changing times we
must almost daily challenge and examine
our doctrine to make sure we are keeping up
with reality.

In 1848 Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
startled the intellectual world with the state-
ment, "The history of all hitherto existing
society is the history of class struggles."
This overarching statement has withstood
the test of time and the assault of subjective
ideologues. In Europe, where class defini-
tion was rigid, it was inevitable that that
statement would be transformed into "the
doctrine of the class struggle." Thus, all po-

litical tactics or inquiry proceeded from the
understanding that no matter how remote,
class struggle was the determining factor .
This doctrine became the guiding light un-
der all circumstances and at all times. The

revolutionary's main problem is the true be-
liever who attempts to impose an historical-
ly correct statement on all transitory
situations. The revolutionaries have paid a

terrible price for not constantly adjusting
doctrine to the changing circumstances and
class relations. We are again entering a peri-
od when changing conditions demand we
re-examine doctrine.

The struggle between classes to achieve
the political power to impose its will on so-
ciety is at the heart of social motion. Social
history is more than class struggle. It is also
the record of the spontaneous quantitative
and qualitative development of the means of
production and the consequent broad strug-
gle of society to reor ganize itself – its pro-
duction and distribution – in a way
compatible with these new instruments. The
class struggle is about in whose interests this
reorganization takes place.

There are long periods within and be-
tween qualitative stages of history when
there is social motion and its leading char-
acteristic is not class struggle for political
power. An example would be the massive
social struggles such as the Freedom Move-
ment of the 1960s. In such times, serious
revolutionary or ganizations must identify
the overwhelming characteristic of the mo-
ment and develop doctrine to guide them
during that period.

What is the content of our moment, its
fundamental characteristic, and what should
be the doctrine that reflects this reality? The
content of our time - the determining factor
of this moment in history - is the transition
from production by electro-mechanics and
human labor into electronic production
without or with very little human labor. Hu-
manity has begun a leap from one social
system to another. What is a leap? It is the
sudden ending of the development of one
process and the beginning of the develop-
ment of another. The development of the in-
dustrial era ended with the introduction of
electronics. Electro-mechanics is still

around and will be around for some time.
However, it is not developing. All new de-
velopments today are in the realm of elec-
tronics or robotics. Production by a
combination of labor and electro-mechanics
is less efficient and more expensive than ro-
botics. Therefore, further development of
that process ended.

Old relations are disappearing and new
ones are coming into being. These changing
relations and instability af fect "class strug-
gle" as well. Unions, formed to protect the
workers from the corporations, become ma-
jor shareholders and guardian angels of
these corporations. The government has
gone from a policy of hands-of f the econo-
my to massive intervention. Public debt and
private profit have replaced private debt and
public profit. The examples of instability
and transformation are endless.

This transition is disrupting every aspect
of our lives. Education, health care, produc-
tion and distribution, employment, personal
relations – every aspect of our lives is break-
ing loose from its moorings and becoming
unstable as society struggles to create new
foundations compatible with the new means
of production. This instability and unpre-
dictability is the leading characteristic of
this time.

During this period, we must be guided by
a doctrine that reflects that reality, the "doc-
trine of the leap." This means that we do not
proceed politically from the stability of class
struggle, but from the instability of transi-
tion. Instability demands much more from
revolutionaries than eras of stability . The
doctrine of the leap demands the constant
summing up of experience and the thinking
through of the revolutionary process in this
new period.  It demands that every single
revolutionary make her or his individual
contributions. We all have the sense that our
chance is coming. The doctrine of the leap
demands we close ranks with maximum
contribution and activity.

Doctrine is a guide to dealing, in a general
way, with some aspect of objective reality.
Every aspect of our lives is breaking loose

from its moorings and becoming unstable as
society struggles to create new foundations

compatible with the new means of production.
During this period, we must be guided by a

doctrine that reflects this reality, the "doctrine
of the leap." This means that we do not pro-

ceed politically from the stability of class
struggle, but from the instability of transition. 

New Conditions Demand New Doctrine

You Need Rally,Comrades!
Rally,Comrades! Needs You

The world is in the midst of rapid change. You or those close to
you might ha ve been threatened with or suffered loss of job and
home. You are deeply concerned about what's happening to our
world.

You read, listen to the radio, and watch TV to understand what’s
happening, but the answers aren’ t there. There's plenty of news
and analysis, but all of it comes to describing problems and propos-
als for fixing capitalism. None of it points the way to a new society.

Rally, Comrades! stands out, offering a sound and clear analysis
of the way forward. Rally, Comrades! shows how capitalism is com-
ing to an end. It clearly describes the emerging struggle over what
will replace capitalism: a new form of priv ate property enforced
through fascism, or a new communal society for the well being of
all peoples.

Human society is at a critical juncture in history where what peo-
ple understand and what people choose to do will determine the
fate of future generations. 

Rally, Comrades! and the League receive no donations from cor-
porations, foundations or government. We rely completely on v ol-
unteers and donations from readers lik e y ou to carry out this
urgent work.

PLEASE GIVE AS GENEROUSLY AS POSSIBLE TO:
Rally, Comrades!
P.O. Box 477113
Chicago, IL 60647
Make checks to: LRNA (with Rally Comrades! on the memo line)
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TTens of thousands of socially conscious people declare
themselves revolutionaries in opposition to the degenerat-
ing social and economic conditions. The League's mission
is to unite these scattered revolutionaries on the basis of

the demands of the new class, to educate and win them over to the
co operative, communist resolution of the problem. The demands of
this new impoverished class for food, housing, education, health
care and an opportunity to contribute to society are summed up as
the demand for a co-operative society. The new class must have po-
litical power to achieve these goals. In the effort to achieve this po-

litical power the League supports all political organizations and sec-
tions of society that fight against the growing poverty , social and
ecological destruction, fascism and war . Nothing can be accom-
plished until the American people hold a vision of where they want
to go and what they want to be. Creating and imbuing them with
such vision is the overriding task of revolutionaries and the founda-
tion of our organization.We in the League face the future with con-
fidence. We call upon all revolutionaries to abandon sectarian
differences, to unite around the practical demands of the new class
and to secure that imperiled future.

The League of Revolutionaries 
for a New America: What We Stand For

between two hostile classes. The process of
nationalization is underway — the question
is in whose interests. The battle that is
emerging today is who will control the state.
The ruling class has to control the state if
they are going to protect private property .
The workers have to control the state if they
are going to gain control of their lives.  That
struggle is not "fight the right". It is the be-
ginning of revolution. 

FASCISTS' NEXT STEP: 
UNITE SCATTERED FORCES

Without the unity of the subjective and
the objective, the process cannot move for-
ward. New ideas have to be introduced –
and have to be broadly accepted – to facili-
tate the objective changes taking place. To-
day, the radical changes on the objective
side are outrunning the subjective side.
There is talk about anti-communism and
anti-socialism. But at the moment, fascism
has not been put forward openly as the polit-
ical solution to facilitate the objective
changes that are already taking place. 

We can see how the unity of the objective
and the subjective pushed forward events in
our own history.  The defeat of Reconstruc-
tion, for example, was only possible with
the unity of the southern plantation owners
and a section of white workers and small
producers united ideologically to stop the
blacks and re-enslave them by the millions.
This would not have been possible without
the unity of the objective and subjective.
That kind of unity does not exist today. 

There is motion, social upheaval and de-
veloping polarization, flux, contradiction.
The fascist movement is scattered and di-
vided. At its core are serious, conscious fas-
cists. All kinds of people and groups with all
kinds of ideas gravitate toward this fascist
core as a means of accomplishing their own
goals. For this disparate movement to unite
around a fascist solution and into cohesive
political force will require some kind of
general line that pulls them all together , re-
gardless of their individual programs. 

FUTURE IS UP TO US

Although the objective side of the
process is quite advanced, fascist political
revolution is not inevitable. The fascists
must fight to impose it. Conversely , it can
be, it must be, defeated. How can this be
done? What is the first step, and the next
one after that? These are the questions
which every revolutionary is grappling with
today.

The revolutionary process is moving into
uncharted territory. We must leave behind
the preconceptions of the past period and
begin to grapple with the new conditions.
Our starting point as revolutionaries  is to

describe as accurately as possible the situa-
tion faced by our class, where it is in its de-
velopment, and use that information to
constantly examine and reexamine our po-
litical conclusions, and the strategy and tac-
tics that flow from those conclusions. The
answers to the questions revolutionaries
face are not the purview of this or that per-
son, or this or that or ganization. They are
questions of the revolution, and as such in-
volve all who seek to end the destruction
around us and build a new world.

Political Report of the Standing Commit-
tee of League of Revolutionaries for a New
America, June 2009. 
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Neal Bascomb, Red Mutiny:

Eleven Fateful Days on the 
Battleship Potemkin , 2007. The
mutiny of the Russian battleship Potemkin
in 1905 was part of the revolutionary wave
that swept Russia that year . This exciting
and fast paced book provides valuable les-
sons from history of how the spontaneous
revolution erupts, shows the back and forth
of its struggle to achieve its immediate aims,
and explores the indispensible role that con-
scious revolutionaries play in developing
the class perspective necessary to move the
struggle forward.

John Christian, Maps of Time: 
An Introduction to Big History ,
2005. Christian begins with the origins of
the universe and travels all the way through
the evolution of planetary and human life,
the development of civilization, and into our
possible future. No one can read this book
without getting a sense of the vast sweep of
history, the dialectical thread of qualitative
and quantitative change, of interconnection,
and constant motion.

James McPherson, Tried by War:
Abraham Lincoln as Comman-
der in Chief , 2008 In this study of
Abraham Lincoln as a military leader ,
McPherson shows that leaders are not free
to do whatever they want, but are con-
strained by a myriad of factors. Ef fective
leadership lies in recognizing this fact, and
thinking through the steps that will lead to
the desired goal. Abraham Lincoln was
hemmed in politically by broad support for
slavery, battles within his own cabinet, and
resistance from his generals to formulating
a coherent military strategy . Yet no matter
the attacks, the ridicule, or the resistance,
Lincoln step by step doggedly pursued the
goal of preserving the Union and holding
back the flood of reaction.

Sterling Seagrave, The Soong 
Dynasty, 1985. Seagrave presents a
fascinating history of a remarkable family's
coldblooded rise to wealth and power in ear-
ly 20th century China. Of the six children of
Charlie Soong, one daughter became the
powerful wife of Chiang Kai-shek, another
married the principal banker of Nationalist
China, and Soong's son T.V. Soong became
the economic wizard of China's rise to pow-
er. Standing alone, one daughter married
Sun Yat Sen and later supported the Chinese
Communists. It describes the complex
struggle for power within the Chinese na-
tionalist movement, and reveals how the
Soongs with the support of Henry Luce and
his Time/Life media empire dominated
America's policies in Asia for decades.

The battle that is emerging today is over
who will control the state.  The ruling class

has to control to the state if they are going to
protect private property. The workers have to
control the state if they are going to gain con-
trol of their lives.  That struggle is not "fight
the right". It is the beginning of revolution. 
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SSince the rise of classes and the
domination of one class over an-
other, private property has existed
in one form or another.

The popular notion of private property is
that it is personal property , one's individual
possessions. This is not what is meant by the
concept. The propaganda of the owning
class deliberately confuses or obscures this.
The intent is to frighten people and make
them believe that the abolition of private
property means the loss or confiscation of
what little they personally own. 

In reality , the term “private property ,”
when used in the context of an economic
system, refers to private control by a domi-
nant class over the productive forces, that is,
over the tools that create the necessities of
life. Private property is controlled by the
few for the benefit of the few; in contrast to
public property which is owned and con-
trolled by all of society for the benefit of all.

Private property arose in human history
when society had developed to a point
where communities produced enough sur-
plus (especially of food) so that one section,
or class, of society could be freed from sub-
sistence labor (hunting, gathering, etc), and
live off the labor of another class. This priv-

ileged position, and the exploitation it de-
pended on, was enforced by violence and

the threat of violence through development
of the means of control and coercion, in-
cluding the military, police, and various or-
gans of propaganda and mind control. This
has been true through the various stages of
society, whether slaveholding systems, feu-
dalism, or capitalism. 

Whatever the economic system, the dom-

inant class built up its superstructure, resting
on those economic relations, to guarantee
that property and the power to hold onto it
remain in the hands of the dominant class.
This owning class uses all means at its dis-
posal – whether through laws that protect

these property relations, or through violence
and war – to guarantee its continued control
over that which creates what people need to
survive. 

Today, electronics and automation is
eliminating human labor , destroying the
source of all value, and ending that which
makes capitalism what it is: a system of
buying and selling based on the exploitation
of human labor power and the expropriation
by the exploiting class of the profit from the
surplus value created from that labor power.
The very relations that make capitalism
function are being torn apart and dissolving.
Without the exploitation of labor power ,
profit cannot be realized, and without profit,
capitalism cannot survive as a system.
Something new is struggling to be born.
That can only be one of two things: either
the maintenance of private property by the
ruling class under some other non-capitalist
system; or communism, the public owner-
ship of the productive forces as public prop-
erty, used and distributed for the good of all. 

The ruling class cannot save capitalism,
but they are maneuvering to save private
property under some new economic system.
Fascism is developing to guarantee that
whatever takes the place of capitalism is a
system that maintains private property in the
hands of this small exploiting class. 

Neither the capitalists nor the rest of hu-
manity can stay where they are. All must
move to something beyond capitalism, as
capitalism crumbles, devours itself, and
dies. What this will be, and in whose interest
it will be or ganized, will be determined by
the consciousness, will, and clarity of the

world's majority, the growing class of the
poor and dispossessed. Their struggle for
survival – for the basics that capitalism can
no longer provide, and, beyond that, for all
we need for a materially , culturally , and
spiritually abundant life – is objectively a
fight for the abolition of private property.

In such a revolutionary time, there is no
turning back. The question for revolutionar-
ies is in whose interest these new tools and
the abundance they make possible are used:
the corporations and the small class that
controls them, who increasingly impose
misery, starvation, incarceration, and fas-
cism to maintain private property , or the
peaceful sharing of this abundance through
publically owned communal property – the
communist resolution. 

Private or Public Property? It's Up to Us

The question for revolutionaries is in whose
interest the new tools and the abundance they

make possible are used: the corporations
and the small class that controls them, who

increasingly impose misery, starvation, incar-
ceration, and fascism to maintain private

property, or the peaceful sharing of this abun-
dance through publically owned communal

property – the communist resolution. 
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This Building Block article is one of a series which explains a basic
concept of the revolutionary process, challenging readers to explore
its meaning for political work in today's environment.


