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Which Way Forward?
Private Property vs. The People of the Earth

hen the Federal govern-

ment completely and thor-

oughly abandoned the

people of the Gulf Coast
before and after Hurricane Katrina last
year, it was a rude awakening for many
Americans. While Halliburton and other
corporations wallow in the profits made
from no-bid contracts to rebuild the
Gulf Coast, people convicted of “loot-
ing” water, diapers and food remain in
prison. Many more wait in prison-like
FEMA trailer camps while New Orleans
is rebuilt for the rich and powerful.

The government’s total and shame-
less disregard for human life and its
meticulous attention to profits signal
profound changes in the form and role
of the state. “Changes in the form and
role of the state” may seem like a baf-
fling abstraction. But we experience it
everyday. The social safety net is under
full attack. Corporations have taken
over Congress. A tiny cabal of
bankers controls the Federal Re-
serve Bank, which, in turn, com-
mands the economy. Debt and
poverty are overtaking our lives.
Cities are crumbling. Culture
and spirit are disintegrating.

These changes are not simply a
bad situation getting worse. Like
other powerful forces rattling so-
ciety and rupturing our lives, they
are the beginning of a new
process. An individual or a par-
ticular administration may ad-
vance or retard the process of
change. But they are not the
cause of today’s political changes.

Today, certainly, the military-
industrial complex and the Bush
administration are accelerating
the pace of draining the resources
of the country to feed the corpo-
rations — undermining democra-
cy and civil liberties, sacrificing
Mother Earth and world peace for
the sake of the energy companies.
But, the process is broader than
any particular institution or gov-
ernment.

We have to look beyond what
we see in front of us and ask our-
selves, what is happening and
why? Everything changes, and it
changes for definite reasons. It’s
possible to understand these rea-
sons and the results.
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HOW WE GOT TO THIS POINT .

To understand the political process
we’re in, we need to look back to the
process that got us here. Throughout
recorded history, as new forms of pri-
vate property rose to predominance,
they called forth changes in the role,
function, and form of the state.

Before the rise of large-scale industry,
land was the predominant form of pri-
vate property and the state took a form
and performed a role that promoted the
accumulation of wealth by landowners.
The lines separating the means of ex-
ploitation and the means of political
control were not clearly drawn. Feudal
lords not only accumulated wealth
based on the labor of the peasants on
their land, they also collected taxes from
them directly and commanded armies.
They had privileges and authority in the
state apparatus simply and directly be-
cause they owned land.

Large-scale industry was a different
form of private property. As it arose, it
brought to the forefront a new possess-
ing class, the industrial capitalists. Cap-
ital could expand faster and farther if it
was separate from the state — with the
state and the capitalists performing sep-
arate roles in society. Capital needed to
be free from responsibility to society
and from feudal obstacles to its expan-
sion. Capital also needed a ready sup-
ply of labor, and so labor was “freed” —
separated from its land and tools and
made dependent on the capitalists for
jobs. Capitalism was in its economic
infancy, but the promises of profit based
on the exploitation of workers in large-
scale industry shaped the demands and
political program of the rising new class
of capitalists.

In one country after another, the rise
of large-scale industry opened up an
epoch of great revolutions that recon-
structed the state. The French Revolu-
tion, the Russian Revolution, the
Chinese Revolution, and in some sens-
es, the U.S. Civil War had different out-
comes in terms of which class came to
hold political power. But a common
thread running through those revolu-
tions was the reconstruction of the state
apparatus to accommodate the shift to
labor in large-scale industry as the main
basis for the accumulation of wealth and
the growth of the economy.

In countries where the revolution re-
sulted in victory for the capitalists, the
state protected the capitalist class, fos-
tering conditions in which the capitalists
could accumulate the maximum wealth.

It rested on and promoted the basic class
relationship that makes up capitalism —
wherein the capitalists own the means
of production and profit from the ex-
ploitation of workers, who are forced to
sell their labor power in order to sur-
vive. The national state fostered and
protected the national market — a market
for labor power as well as for the prod-
ucts of that labor power. The state went
through various stages of that process,
but those were forms, phases, and stages
of the state in relation to productive cap-
ital — that is, the evolution of the state
based on the stages of growth of capital-
ism.

As long as capitalism was expanding
and the productive capitalists relied on
the industrial workers of the U.S., the
state protected the connection between
capital and the U.S. worker — in pro-
duction and in society. Even as U.S.
capital was exported to less developed
countries, the capitalists still depended
on a stable work force here; super-ex-
ploitation abroad paid for middle-in-
come lives for a large section of the U.S.
population.

Something new is happening today.
New methods of production are ex-
pelling workers from the production
process and beginning to destroy the so-
cial relationship that defines capitalism.
The process is nowhere near complete.
Nor are its forms clear. But it is desta-
bilizing everything in society that rests
on that foundation including the role of
the state.

SHIFTS IN CAPITAL
AND THE STATE

Step by step, the state is being recon-
structed to wipe out all barriers to capi-
tal, to manage the redistribution of
surplus value, to create the best possible
conditions for its accumulation, to shift
the burden onto the backs of poor and
less powerful. The state still protects
the capitalists and their property, but it
is shifting what it does in order to do
that under today’s new conditions.

New methods of production are set-
ting those new conditions. Electronics
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applied to production not only reduces
the number of workers needed on the
shop floor, it eliminates entire cate-
gories of jobs and layers of work in pro-
duction and in the management, design,
communication and transportation asso-
ciated with production. With this labor-
replacing technology, comes the be-
ginning of the end of value.

The immediate effect is the decline in
the rate of profit in production. Pro-
ductive capitalists make their profit off
the labor of the workers; the lower the
proportion of labor in the production
process, the lower the rate of profit.
Capital is propelled into every crevice
of the world economy. When it meets
resistance, the state clears the way.

HOW ARE THESE SHIFTS IN
CAPITAL AND THE STATE
UNFOLDING?

The lower rate of profit sends capital
in all directions for ways to compensate.
Electronic technology helps it get there.
The state guarantees the best possible
conditions for the accumulation of
wealth in the hands of the capitalist
class. The declining rate of profit
makes the class that owns private prop-
erty ever more directly dependent on the
state to accumulate the maximum
wealth.

The decline in the rate of profit brings
into play other forms and activities of
capital. Speculative capital is the cut-
ting edge of this process, and it is rising
to predominance. This form of capital
doesn’t finance production. It thrives
on credit and debt creation, speculating
on interest rates, currency rates, prices
of oil and other commodities. Nothing
is exempt. Often lending the money to a
government and speculating on the rise
and fall of bond prices is a better bet
than investing in the production of com-
modities for which there may not be the
market.

Financial and speculative capitalists
thrive on our debt more than on our
ability to work. The greater the public
and private debt, the more money these
capitalists accumulate. Public debt
owed to private investors in turn opens
the state to manipulation of policy.
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Speculative capital and the state are ever more inter-
twined.

THE STATE AND CAPITAL IN THE U.S. .

Although these changes in the form and role of the
state have expressions and consequences everywhere,
here we will focus primarily on changes in the state
and speculative capital in the U.S.

Every day, trillions of dollars skip digitally around
the world in search of investment. The U.S. state oper-
ates through the world financial system — dominated
today by the U.S. and the dollar — to create the most
favorable conditions for capital to accumulate. Today
non-elected institutions (e.g., the U.S. Federal Re-
serve, the World Bank, central banks, the International
Monetary Fund, etc.) manage economies, set ex-
change rates for currencies, and finance public debt
here and all around the world.

To compensate for the declining rate of profit, pro-
ductive capital flows to where the wages are lowest —
from the U.S. to Mexico, from Mexico to Bangladesh.
The state protects capital and its full and free flight
across national borders — starting wars, arranging
loans and investments, enforcing trade agreements
that hijack entire economies and throw millions off
their land or out of work, and so on.

Some production can’t go global. Courts uphold
corporate cancellations of labor contracts. The state
criminalizes and victimizes immigrant workers — in-
tensifying the inequality within the workforce, drag-
ging down everyone’s wages, benefits, and security.

The state and corporations turn the products of cul-
ture, science, and nature into commodities. By issu-
ing patents for a specific strain of DNA or the products
of publicly funded scientific research, the state ensures
profits to the corporations above and beyond the prof-
its resulting from exploitation of labor.

The state transfers wealth. Over $99 billion is be-
ing cut from Medicaid and other domestic programs
over the next few years. Tax cuts in the past few
years added an average of $112,000 to the after-tax in-
comes of the super-rich two-tenths of one percent of
the population (at a rate 19 times greater than the .3%
gain for the poorest 20% of U.S. households).

The state transfers property and privatizes public
functions. Public lands and resources are turned over
to private corporations to vandalize for private gain.
Corporations conduct education, water and energy de-
livery — for profit, not for the public good. Private
mercenary companies conduct military operations in
other countries — either at their own initiative or for
the U.S. Army.

The state is denying responsibility for society. The
government is becoming an indifferent and unaccount-
able apparatus that has no more use or regard for
democracy.

All this is converging on the foundation of the be-
ginning of the destruction of capitalism, not its
growth.

DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN PRIVATE
PROPERTY AND STATE ARE ERODING

The process is well underway — the merging of
state and capital — to the point where their roles and
functions are indistinguishable from one another. The
U.S. state is shifting from promoting the relation be-
tween labor and capital here in the U.S. to protecting
private property globally. There are steps in this di-
rection, but the process is not complete, and the state is
still teetering on the crumbling foundation of society.

Productive capital is still the only basis for creation
of value and wealth. The parasitic forms of capital
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activity and wealth accumulation that are
on the rise today do not create value.
They redistribute it — to the owners of
property. The parasite is killing its host
and it relies on the state to do so, with
wealth accumulation depending ever more
heavily on the state. Once again in histo-
ry, the distinctions between private prop-
erty and the state are eroding, with their
roles overlapping and merging.

This all makes for a very unstable situ-
ation: The state rests on and protects the
basic relationship that makes up capital-
ism. New methods of production are de-
stroying that relationship. Labor is not
needed in the same way; the state no
longer has to guarantee its reproduction in
the same way. Because labor power in the
U.S. has been some of the most expensive
in the world, it is the first to go, and the
state is realigning here in a certain way.

The exact form of these changes in the
state is neither automatic nor pre-deter-
mined. Such changes are made by hu-
man beings who take small steps in
response to big problems — all in the con-
text of a certain culture and history. Just
because something addresses the ques-
tion, it does not mean it is the inevitable
or final answer. But the cause and direc-
tion of the process are clear.

At the origins of capital, the state was
structured to accelerate the formation of a
working class, to protect the national mar-
ket and the national capitalists. Imperial-
ism and the “welfare state” represented a
stage of the process of growth of capital-
ism.

Now, as new methods of production be-
gin to destroy the foundation for capital-
ism, the state is undergoing a profound shift: from a
nation state, in the sense of protecting the market and
the social relations within one country, to that of ex-
panding the market and protecting the sanctity of pri-
vate property globally, while abandoning
responsibility for society nationally. To protect pri-
vate property under these new conditions, the state
stands ever more directly opposed to those without
property or jobs — all to the detriment of the interests
of society as a whole.

THE STATE IS DESTROYING SOCIETY
AND SHAPING A NEW CLASS

Lives are shattered with the splinters scattered in
different directions — employed workers with no ben-
efits, laid-off workers with no jobs, “undocumented”
workers with no rights, young people with no options
besides the Army or prison, cities with no water or fire
departments, education and healthcare at the mercy of
the corporations. As they deform our lives, the shifts
in capital and the state are forming and shaping a new
global class of proletarians. Today, it is not only the
economy that is wreaking havoc, but also the deliber-
ate actions of the state that are deforming and destroy-
ing society.

The exploiting and speculating class is waging a
full-scale assault on society. Employing us to exploit
us cannot quench their thirst for profit. They profit
from our debt, confiscate public assets, and transfer
funds from the public good to the private incomes.
As the possessing class relies ever more heavily on the
state to drain the wealth out of society, it gets harder
and harder to distinguish this possessing class from the
state itself.  The sovereignty of private property is

What is the State?

What is Private Property?

The state is a machine by which one class sup-
presses another and protects its wealth and property.
It rests on and reinforces the relations between class-
es in production. In a capitalist society, the state pro-

tects the private property of the capitalist class. For
example, if you own a factory, you have the right to
exploit people, that is, to hire them, pay them for the
time they spend working in that factory (not for the
value of what they produce) and then to accumulate

wealth based on the difference.

Private property doesn't refer to our individual pos-
sessions, such as a car or clothes or a television. Pri-
vate property refers to the ownership of the means of
exploitation and the ownership of the means of accu-
mulating wealth based on a system of exploitation. If
you own a bank, for example, you accumulate wealth
that doesn’t flow directly from production, but that de-
pends on exploitation. Laws and regulations also
give you all sorts of deals and breaks that maximize

your ability to accumulate that wealth.

The state protects private property and the class

that owns it. The form and role of the state evolve
with shifts in the predominant forms of private proper-
ty, which, in turn, begin with the advance of the motive
force in production and new methods of production.

destroying society.

The assault on society is polarizing it. The ultra-
rich can afford privatized services; the poor are forced
into desperate struggles for survival; those in the mid-
dle are becoming poor. The assault on society is
shifting the leading edge of social struggle. Em-
ployed workers still have to battle every step of the
way for their wages and benefits. But, increasingly,
the central question being fought out is not wages or
benefits. It is the right to live and thrive as human
beings. And this brings the social struggle into direct
confrontation with the state.

Out of the destruction of the relation between labor
and capital, a new social polarity is rising to predomi-
nance — the emerging social polarity between the
global class of dispossessed and the global class of
dispossessors. Increasingly it is the state that is doing
the dispossessing.

Whether it’s the destruction of the environment, the
decaying educational system, or a dysfunctional health
care system, the reorganization of society with distri-
bution according to need is not only a possibility — it
is an urgent need. The solution to the destruction of so-
ciety is the program of the new class of dispossessed
— the abolition of private property and exploitation.

Like the capitalist class at its rise, our class will be
formed politically in the fight for what it needs. This
isn’t an automatic process, but a combination of actu-
al needs, practical experience, ideological polariza-
tion, and political education.

When public opinion polarizes over specific ques-
tions, the battle for a class program becomes possible.
Immigration, for example, expresses the global trans-

continued on pg 4
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The Role of Conscious Leadership

istory is a chain of develop-

ment of unending causes and

effects, and of the growth and

decline of social forces that
change the rules and forms of society.
The most basic of these forces is the
economy — how people relate in the
production of the necessaries of life.
New social forces create organizations
and institutions through which they ex-
press themselves and their need to con-
trol their lives.

As the economy changes, people re-
act spontaneously to the conditions of
daily life. Movements arise, and they
fight against conditions that have be-
come intolerable — practical groups of
people, taking one step after the next,
without knowing the final outcome. We
call aspects of social motion “sponta-
neous,” because they proceed as a natu-
ral reaction to conditions.

Such struggles can only be successful
if leadership can infuse the movement
with an achievable goal and consolidate
victories. The rebels at the Boston Tea
Party, angry and aroused, wanted to
achieve certain goals in their personal
and collective lives. Samuel Adams’
Sons of Liberty in Boston, and later the
Committees  of  Correspondence
throughout the colonies, organized to
oppose British control of the colonies.
Determined to achieve a specific politi-
cal goal, they brought “conscious” lead-
ership to the spontaneous struggle and
were able to tie popular anger to the
cause of independence.

The innumerable actors in the Ameri-
can Revolution were not consciously
concerned with the intricacies of setting
up an independent republic to allow the
development of an American economy.
Abolitionists were not aware of the
complex economic and social forces
that would eventually result in the Civil
War and end slavery. The millions of
workers who fought to establish unions
in the United States were fighting for
wages and living conditions. They
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weren’t conscious that provisions of
what became the Wagner Labor Re-
lations Act were necessary to re-
form society to correspond with
assembly line production. Mil-
' lions fought for human dignity
L and equality in the African-
American liberation struggle.
Most weren’t conscious that it
was the mechanization of
Southern agriculture that had
pulled the props out from un-
der the old way of life and
made their struggle possible.
Large-scale, permanent
changes only happen when
changes in the economy and society
make them possible. People don’t like
drastic change. Powerful vested inter-
ests fight to pre-
serve the existing
order, so there has
to be strong pres-
sure for change.
When new forces
develop to the
point that society
can’t keep func-
tioning in the old
way, change can’t
be held back indef-
initely. The eco-
nomic and social
changes that lead
up to crisis and for-
mal changes in so-
ciety happen over
periods of years and decades, then break
out into the political sphere to be fought
out.

The steam engine and the industrial
revolution laid the basis for revolution-
ary change in the 1700’s and early
1800’s. Economic and social change led
to the U.S. Civil War, the 20th century’s
socialist revolutions, the union move-
ment of the 30’s and the Civil Rights
movement. All these changes reflected
and were spurred on by changes and de-
velopments in the way human labor and
electro-mechanical machines combined
in capitalist industrial production. Soci-
ety was drawn into struggle when things
no longer functioned in the old way.
The owners of productive property, the
capitalists, had the economic strength
and social power to see that the out-
come went their way.

Until the 20th century, class forces
that came to power in revolutionary sit-
uations had an advantage. Their eco-
nomic position was gaining strength: for
example, in the Reformation (non-ec-
clesiastical landowners), in the Ameri-
can Revolution (the colonial property
owners), in the English and the French
Revolutions (the merchants, manufac-
turers and industrialists) and in the Civ-
il War (the northern industrialists). As
the industrial economy grew and ex-
panded, the capitalists were able to gain
power and maintain control by accom-

modating demands for social and eco-
nomic reform. Movements fought for
and won social reforms as society ad-
justed to developments in the relations
between human beings and machines.
Over the last 50 years the world
economy has changed from an industri-
al economy based on wage labor to a
global economy based on electronics.
Electronic technology, digital computer
automation, is replacing human labor in
production. Reforms like those of the
past — that reflected developments in the
old industrial system — are no longer
possible. Millions who once sold their
labor power in order to live, find them-
selves without jobs, homes, medical
care, education, civil rights and hope for
the future. A fundamental change in the

With conscious leadership to
fight for a class program, a strate-
gy to break with the capitalist class

and an independent class party,

the spontaneous movement can
become the force able to secure a

future of abundance and peace.

economy has created the basis for — and
made necessary — a fundamental trans-
formation in the way human beings live
and govern themselves.

SPONTANEOUS STRUGGLE
AND CONSCIOUS LEADERS

In past struggles for reforms, fighters
usually organized around some aspect
of their identity such as employment,
race and gender. They won reforms and
concessions through bitter struggle, but
without having to understand the power
dynamics of the class system in which
they lived. Today, in the fight against
the destruction of society, the natural
tendency of the spontaneous movement
is to fall back on what worked in the
past and to fight based on social identi-
ty. Without an understanding of history
and their class, they are drawn to follow
leaders who step forward with plans that
reflect the past and support the institu-
tions of the old order (or their own per-
sonal gain). People fight in the hope
that, if they fight hard enough, society
can be reformed to accommodate their
needs.

But the era of accommodation and re-
form is past. Our fight today is to
change the economic and social system
under which we live from one that
serves the private needs of a small class
of capitalists to one that serves the

broader needs of humanity. The sponta-
neous mass movement needs leadership
that understands the social and class
forces that are defining this moment in
history. It needs leadership that under-
stands that this is the end of one period
of history and the beginning of a new
period. Without this leadership, the
spontaneous movement is reduced to an
outcry against the constantly worsening
conditions. The objective nature of this
struggle and the fact that the old as-
sumptions are no longer working pushes
many fighters to confront the need for a
new understanding and to look for a
new and revolutionary path. The spon-
taneous movement gives rise to revolu-
tionaries searching for an understanding
of the world and a strategy to change it.

Only leadership that understands and
responds to the current reality — that
works to unite the movement with and
in its own class interest — can move it
in a constructive direction. That leader-
ship is developed as conscious revolu-
tionaries unite with the sometimes
diffuse and disorganized revolutionary
demands of the masses. They don’t at-
tempt to divert the movement from its
path or win it to some abstract set of
ideas, but help clarify and focus its ob-
jective revolutionary intent.

The spontaneous movement will be
diverted and flounder without leader-
ship that understands the role of the rev-
olutionary class and the possibility and
necessity of building a new society. As
intolerable conditions draw more and
more people into motion, misleaders
will work to hide the class nature of the
struggle, to turn one section of the class
against another, and to convince the
movement that its hope lies with one or
another group of capitalists.

The first step is for our class to un-
derstand that it is a class, not just a con-
glomeration of groups based on old
ideas of social identity. The old social
relations — a stable industrial working
class and its ties to the capitalists
through the “middle” — are crumbling.
A new class of dispossessed is in the be-
ginning stage of forming itself. The pro-
gram of that class — sharing the wealth
of society for the benefit of all — repre-
sents the future and is the direction in
which we must fight.

With conscious leadership to fight for
a class program, a strategy to break with
the capitalist class, and an independent
class party, the spontaneous movement
can become the force able to secure a
future of abundance and peace.
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The Program of the League

rofound technological ad-

vances are giving society

the means to create absolute

abundance. But in a society
based on private property these
changes instead bring greater wealth
for the few and greater suffering and
destruction for the many. A con-
frontation between the world’s rich
and the world’s poor is gathering
momentum. The future of humanity
is at stake.

This period is producing revolu-
tionaries who see the immediate
danger of assaults on our rights and
dignity, more war and repression,
and increased poverty and exploita-
tion. We as revolutionaries want a
different world. We need an organi-
zation to assess the possibilities and

determine strategies and paths to-
ward the solution: distribution based
on need so everyone can have a
proper quality of life.

The League of Revolutionaries
for a New America aims to connect
the just strivings of the people with
the consciousness needed to guaran-
tee the outcome is in the interests of
all humanity. We stand for a just so-
ciety that nurtures the peaceful,
equal and full development of all
people. Such a society can only be-
come real when we rally and organ-
ize around the demands of the
marginalized and destitute — whose
needs the capitalist system cannot
meet.

The League unites with the efforts
to win the American people to the

need for a cooperative society.
League members educate on the ra-
dio and television, through the print-
ed and electronic word, in places of
worship and union halls, on cam-
puses and on the street. Our aim is
to engage and open up the imagina-
tion of millions for a new America.

League members strive for the
broadest possible class unity — our
fate rests on the interests of those
who have the least. We bring a class
perspective to the forefront of every
conflict and activity. And we help in
the formation of a class party to se-
cure this unity and perspective.

The League joins with other revo-
lutionaries who challenge the ruling
class on the immorality of its ruth-
less devastation of the earth and life.

We trace every injustice to the capi-
talist system and seek to show how
society’s problems can be solved
when it is reorganized along cooper-
ative lines.

There are two paths for society to
take. It can remain at the mercy of
the few who own all of society’s
wealth, intensifying the ruin of our
lives and capacities. Or we can reor-
ganize society so the abundance sci-
ence and art make possible ensures
the material, intellectual, cultural,
and spiritual growth of everyone.

We who see the dangers of today
and want to chart a new course in
our country must join to educate, in-
vigorate and unleash a powerful
movement that can deliver the
promises of tomorrow. The power to
determine the outcome is in our
hands.

EDITORIAL POLICY

Rale-ly
to bring back together and put in a state of or-
der, as retreating troops [to return to attack]

Comerade
a person with whom one is allied in a struggle
or cause

polarization, Rally, Comrades! provides a strate-

gic outlook for the revolutionaries by indicating
and illuminating the line of march of the revolution-
ary process. It presents a pole of scientific clarity to
the conscious revolutionaries, examines and analyzes
the real problems of the revolutionary movement, and
draws political conclusions for the tasks of revolu-
tionaries at each stage of development in order to pre-
pare for future stages.

It is a vehicle to reach out and communicate with
revolutionaries both within the League and outside of
the League to engage them in debate and discussion
and to provide a forum for these discussions. Articles
represent the position and policies of the League of
Revolutionaries for a New America.

In this period of growing motion and developing

Editor: Brooke Heagerty
Editorial Board: Brooke Heagerty,
Nicholas M€Q, Nelson Peery

Reach us at:

Rally, Comrades!
P.O. Box 477113

Chicago, IL 60647
rally@Irna.org
www.rallycomrades.net
773-486-0028

continued from pg 2

formation and makes the question immediate:
Which way forward? The interests of private prop-
erty or the well-being of the people of the Earth?

Some, claiming to stand for the American worker,
speak against the immigrants — as though that would
restore the benefits offered by an economy that no
longer exists. Shifts in capital show that this option
is both immoral and impossible. At the same time, a
century of the U.S. working class benefiting from the
imperialist plunder of the world shows that this im-
pulse will provide fertile ground for the growth of
American fascism.

Millions more stand against the immorality of
denying a human being the right to live, and recog-
nize that as long as anyone is deprived of rights all
workers are threatened. The problem is not the im-
migrants but the tiny class that profits off the labor,
debt, and misery of millions of people. In the battle
over what’s right, the class lines can be drawn. Our
class can be united around its actual program and be-
come conscious of the need to act in its political in-
terests.

NEW POSSIBILITIES .

When something new begins, it is possible to do
things that weren’t possible before. As we grasp
what’s new and arising in society, we can anticipate
its development, reckon with the political conse-
quences, and assess what it means for the tasks of
revolutionaries.

Shifts in capital and the state open up possibilities
for how revolutionaries carry out their tasks. The ties
that bind the working class economically to its class
enemy and the state are being broken. The ties that
bind them ideologically are weakening. Many peo-
ple have lost a sense of direction. Some are looking
for answers. Breaks in the continuity of any eco-
nomic or political process mean it is possible for new
ways of thinking to take root. An entirely new intel-
lectual framework for responding to those changes
becomes possible.

Whether new ways of thinking take root and what
direction that thinking goes depends on revolutionar-
ies. It is time for revolutionaries to unite around the
program of the class that is arising out of the destruc-
tion of society. Without it the process cannot go for-
ward.

League of Revolutionaries for a New America
P.O. Box 477113
Chicago, lllinois 60647
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