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“ Showdown time is here!”  That’s 
what thousands of southern West V ir­
ginia coal miners are saying as a dis­
trict-wide strike against Federal 
Judges sitting in Charleston, West V ir­
ginia, begins its third week. The 
first week of the strike centered a- 
round several different but interrela­
ted issues; including the firing of a 
local union president in Logan County 
West Virginia; the slowness of the gri­
evance procedure; extreme dissatisfac­
tion with United Mineworkers’ Presi­
dent Arnold Miller and most import­
antly, the coal operator’s constant 
visits to the Federal Courts to get 
TRO’s (Temporary Restraining Or­
ders), injunctions, and contempt fines 
against UMWA local unions who go 
-out on strike.

Events came to a head on August 15 
when Sim Howze, a Negro national 
m inority local union president from 
Logan County, was sentenced to 90 
days in jail for contempt of court. 
Howze told a Federal Judge that nei­
ther he nor his men would cross a 

-p icket line even though his local had 
oeen on strike for a week and a TRO 
had been issued against them. Be­
cause Howze took a public position 
in court protecting the rights of the 
working class, he was held in “ per­
sona! contempt”  of the court!

The miners of southern West V ir­
ginia strike more often than any other 
organized section of the USNA prole­
tariat. The Federal District Court of 
southern West Virginia has issued al­
most 200 TRO’s so far this year and 
there have been between 300 and 350 
wildcat strikes. The coal companies 
cause and-provoke these strikes by 
their frequent and flagrant violations 
of the UMWA contract.- The miners 
vile their grievances as required by the 
contract, but here again, the coal 
companies obstruct and delay (they 
“ stonewall") the grievance procedure, 
leaving the- miners no choice but to 
“ come o ff the mountain together." 
And in the mines of West Virginia, 
“ no one leaves the hill alone!”  

^.When the miners walk out, the 
companies run o ff to  court and get a 
Temporary Restraining Order, and of­
ten an injunction against striking for 
the life of the contract. When the men 
refuse to return to work, contempt or­
ders and fines are imposed which are 
bankrupting many local unions. These 
fines are especially galling because the 
law requires that they be paid to the 
companies — which means the miners 
re-pay their hard earned wages back to 
the coal operators! In this way, the 
coal operators use the courts to con­
duct their labor relations and to force 
the miners to work under court order, 
fines, and now jail sentence! There is 
i,o clearer case of the way in which 
the state apparatus serves the inter­
ests of the ruling class. The Judges are 
• nly too happy to  give the coal opera-, 
tors what they request, for they con­
sider the miners to be “ naughty child­
ren”  and often punlicly “ scold”  them 
in court. Increasingly, the miners are 
coming to see that whaT is “ legal”  is 
not right, and that the courts are

Continued on Page 3

'‘The Communist’s ideal should not be a trade-union secretary, but a tribune of the 
people, able to react to every manifestation of tyranny and oppression. ” Lenin
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MINERS
STRIKE

SUPPORT PORTUGUESE 
REVOLUTION

The Portuguese people are in the 
midst of a profound social revolution 
which evolved from a 50-year struggle 
against fascist-clerical terror against 
the masses. It is the result of a gener­
ation of war against the enslaved 
people of the African colonies, and is 
a splendid aspect of the era of imper­
ialist wars and proletarian revolutions. 
We must support this unfolding revol­
ution.

A revolution is the process of dis­
mantling the: existing political super­
structure and the ensuing struggle of 
each of the classes to erect a super­
structure which corresponds to its in­
dividual interests. Therefore the re­
volutionary process is one of constant­
ly making and shifting alliances. It is 
this aspect of the Portuguese revolu­
tion which confuses many people who 
have not had the opportunity to w it­
ness such a social process. Because the 
present political motion in Portugal is 
so poorly understood, and in order'for 
our readers to more effectively sup­
port that revolution we present the 
following background to the current 
rapid political developments.

Portugal is the poorest country 
in Western Europe, with an average 
income~of just under $1000 per year 
as well as the highest illiteracy rate in- 
Europe. Nor could fascism have exist­
ed in Portugal for 50 years without 
having won-over ideologically a con­
siderable section of the population. 
The reactionary Catholic church was 
the main instrument in this cultural 
struggle. While 50 years of repression 
and a fascist ideological diet have left

BUILD
THE

PARTY
CLP Conducts “Build the Party” 

Campaign
We call on all workers who sup­

port our fight against fascism and 
Tor proletarian revolution in the 
USNA to come to the aid of the 
CLP as we conduct our “ build the 
Party”  campaign. The three goals of 
the campaign are to double our 
numbers by recruiting militant 
fighters, to raise funds to support 
our work, to double the circula­
tion of the People’s Tribune and 
to triple that of the Tribuno Popu­
lar. The campaign’s target date is 
November 7, the 58th Anniver­
sary of the Soviet Revolution.

Without its party, the working 
class has nothing. The working class 
needs an independent party to lead 
its struggle!

Build the Party 
Recruit 

Raise Funds 
Build the Party Press

sections of the masses ignorant, relig­
ious and conservative, it was the 
recognition of this backwardness that 
prompted the revolution in the armed 
forces.

As in all countries, the Army is 
the principal state institution. The 
necessity of garrisoning their colonial 
world and later fighting the decade 
long imperialist war in Africa slowly 
transformed the Portuguese army 
from a professional army into a peo­
ple’s army and planted the seeds of 
revolution. One out of every four men 
of military age is in the Army; the m il­
itary budget is over 7% of the GNP. 
At the same time, the pay standards 
of the Army are practically nonexis­
tent. The middle grade officers receive 
a poor salary, the elite units get only a 
token salary, while conscripts from 
the masses get no pay at all. However, 
the upper grade officers draw huge 
salaries while sitting on the Boards of 
Directors of giant corporations, ob­
taining m ilitary contracts- for their 
clients and generally enjoying an easy 
life paid for by the blood of the 
many.

The opening up of lesser officer 
ranks to proletarian and peasant 
troops allowed the discontent to 
spread throughout the Army. In 
Africa, the Army's main enemy, 
“ Frelimo”  (Front for the Liberation 
of Mozambique) was the principal 
teacher of the revolutionaries. Captur­
ed documents and soldiers taught that 
the common emeny of the Portuguese 
and Mozambique toilers was'the mon­
opoly capitalists of Lisbon and

MINNEAPOLIS

Oporto. The discontented officers 
ranked their own backward, sickly 
troops as inferior to “ Frefimo.” At 
the December 1st, 1973 meeting of 
the Armed Forces Movement (MFA), 
the organizational form of Frelimo 
was adopted and a manifesto drawn 
up. In setting forth the political goals 
for the proposed coup in Portugal, the 
MFA stated that they would “ favor 
the least advantaged sectors of the 
population”  and "defend the interests 
of the working classes.”  Their 
program also spoke of “ ’saneamento”  
or a movement to thoroughly clean 
out the state apparatus.

SPINOLA
Antonio de Spinola, head of 

state following the coup d ’etat, was 
not the first choice of the MFA to be 
leader. However, the fact that he 
could control the elite regiments—the 
paratroops and the Air Force—plus 
the instant popularity of his book, 
Portugal and the Future, made his 
choice inevitable.

What * was Spinola's outlook?
He was an architect of neocolon­

ialism, who believed decolonisation 
should extend over a generation or 
two. He also' advocated a rapid 
industrialization of Portugal by public 
funding of the big monopolies,and by 
eliminating unprofitable small enter­
prises. Of course he was eagerly sup­
ported by the “ liberal fascists”  who 
were willing to support a Dominican 
type coup in which the imperialists 
overthrow a fascist regime in order to

Continued on Page 2

WORKERS RALLY ON 
LABOR DAY

The workers and farmers of Minne­
sota have a particularly rich history in 
the struggle for jobs, and peace, for the 
civil rights of all people, and for so­
cialism. From the farm boys- who' 
refused to fight in World War I, 
hiding by day in storm cellars, to the 
Finn and Slavic miners who fought 
for 30 years on the Mesabi Range to 
organize U.S. Steel. In the 30’s, we 
sent dozens of volunteers to Spain to 
fight the Franco fascists. Our Farmer- 
Labor representative in Congress, 
John Bernard, cast the one vote that 
prevented the US government from 
placing an arms’ embargo on the 
Spanish Loyalists. In 1934, the gigan­
tic demonstration of the Workers’ 
Alliance, when 80,000 people rallied 
at the State Capital and occupied the 
State Legislature, paved the way for 
achievement of social security, unem­
ployment and farm insurance.

Today the economic crisis, is arous­
ing both workers and farmers with re­
newed vita lity. In July in Mountain 
Iron, Minnesota in the heart of the 
iron range, 2700 workers went on 
strike against U.S. Steel’s Minntac 
plant. This wildcat strike which start­
ed in protest of the violation of sen­

iority rights soon-spread to the near­
by mine. One of the chief demands of 
the strike was the settlement of the 
hundreds of outstanding grievances. 
Since the signing of the ENA, virtually 
no grievances have been resolved. The 
response of U.S. Steel to the workers 
of Local 1928 should serve as a warn­
ing to all workers and particularly to 
steelworkers saddled with the ENA. 
Almost immediately John Doe injunc­
tions against picketing came out from 
the courts. These were then reprinted 
in full page ads in newspapers all over 
the Range. The plant itself was kept 
running with a combination of super­
visors and scabs who were flown in 
by helicopter! After nine days the 
strike ended under the threat of. 
heavy fines. The original grievance was 
resolved and sthe courts ordered that 
no strikers should be discharged un­
less convicted of destroying property. 
U.S. Steel responded by suspending 
over 90 workers and declaring that in 
their opinion-the courts could never 
tell U.S. Steel who it could or could 
not fire. This strike has pointed out

Continued on Page 2
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PORTUGUESE REVOLUTION
p re v e n t a mass m o v e m e n t and estab ­
lish  an a n t i- c o m m u n is t  d e m o c ra c y  
(e.g. th e  o v e r th ro w  oh T r u j i l lo  in  th e  
D o m in ic a n  R e p u b lic  and. o f  D ie m  in 
s o u th  V ie tn a m ).

S p in o la ’s m a in  p o l i t ic a l base was 
th e  P o p u la r D e m o c ra tic  P a rty . F la n k ­
ed b y  th e  o ld  lin e  fasc is ts , D r. A z e r-  
e do  P e rd igao , C o l. M egeu l as D efense  
M in is te r , and G en. S ilv e r io  M a rqu es  as 
G o v e rn o r  o f  A n g o la , S p in o la  accep ted  
s ta te  p o w e r f r o m  th e  b u tc h e r  M a rc e llo  
C ae tano . T h e  R e v o lu t io n  o f  C a rna ­
t io n s  was u n d e rw a y .

T h e  b ig  m o n o p o ly  c a p ita lis ts  
m ove d  to  bend  th e  re v o lu t io n  to  th e ir  
in te re s ts . A s  th e  p o p u la r  “ D y n a m iz in g  
M o v e m e n t”  o f  th e  re v o lu t io n  fa n n e d  
o u t  in to  th e  c o u n try s id e  to  te a ch  th e  
p e o p le  o f  th e ir  n ew  r ig h ts , th e  P o r tu ­
guese “ p a le o -c a p ita lis ts ”  fo rm e d  th e ir  
“ d y n a m iz in g  m o v e m e n t o f  business 
and  s o c ie ty .”  T h e ir  a im  was to  c 'o o p t 
th e  p u b lic  tre a s u ry  e x te n s iv e ly  to  f in ­
ance re d e v e lo p m e n t in  o rd e r  t o  be 
c o m p e tit iv e  w ith  o th e r  E u ro p e a n  cap ­
ita lis ts .

A n  e x a m p le  o f  th e  c o n c e n tra t io n  
o f  w e a lth  in  P o rtu g a l is seen in  th e  
1 68  e n te rp ris e s  o f  th e  J o rg e  de M e lo  
c o m b in e  (C o m p a n h ia  U n ia o  F a b r il) ,  
w hose  assets to ta l $2V? b il l io n .  These 
e n te rp ris e s  in c lu d e  a to b a c c o  m o n o ­
p o ly , ch e m ic a ls , s h ip b u ild in g , f e r t i l i ­
zers, soap, te x t i le s , m in in g , ce llu lo s e , 
re f in in g , insu ra nce , real es ta te , t o u r ­
ism  and  re s ta u ra n ts . T h ro u g h  his 
B anco  T o t ta  A lia n c a  th is  vast n e tw o rk  
in c lu d e s  in te re s t in  a ll large s o u th e rn  
A fr ic a n  f irm s , e s p e c ia lly  th e  U n io n  
M in ie re  D u  F laut K a tanga  ( th e  la rgest 
m in in g  f i r m  in th e  w o r ld ) .  M a n y  jo in t  
v e n tu re s  w ith  th e  m u lt in a t io n a ls ,  and 
e s p e c ia lly  h is S ta n d a rd  and C h a rte re d , 
15%  o w n e d  b y  Chase M a n h a tta n  
B a n k , c o n n e c t h im  w ith  w o r ld  im p e r ­
ia lism .

T h e  second la rgest m o n o p o ly  cap ­
ita lis t  is D r. M ig u e l Q u in a , w h o  h o ld s  
a g ro u p  o f  6 0  co m p a n ie s  c o n c e n tra t­
ing  in  s o u th e rn  A f r ic a .  He h o ld s  a 10 
y e a r m o n o p o ly  on R u b b e r in A n g o la , 

is a b ig  h o ld e r  in  G ene ra l T ire  and 
R u b b e r C o ., has in te re s ts  in th e  C ity  
B a nk  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  and is a m a jo r  
s to c k -h o ld e r  in  J. W a lte r T h o m p s o n  
A d v e r t is in g  and M a rk e t in g .

These “ re v o lu t io n a r ie s ”  g ro u p e d  
a ro u n d  S p in o la  w e re  w il l in g  to  lose 
G u ine a  and th e  Cape V e rd e  is lands, 
b u t w o u ld  f ig h t  to  th e  d e a th  to  h o ld  
A n g o la  w ith  its  b o o m in g  e c o n o m y  in 
o il ,  iro n , o re , d ia m o n d s , c o ffe e , f is h ­
ing , c a tt le  and cash c rop s .

MFA
T h e  re v o lu t io n a ry  co re  o f  th e  

M F A  o p p ose d  S p in o la  and h is  n e o c o l­
o n ia l p lans. O u s tin g  S p in o la , th e  M F A  
d e c la re d : “ W e have no des ire  to  c o n ­
s tru c t  a n e o c o lo n ia l c o m m u n ity .  We 

are in te re s te d  m o re  in  th e  fo rm a t io n  
o f  a s o c ia lis t in te rd e p e n d e n c e , and 
th a t  o n ly  to  th e  e x te n t  th a t  o u r  b ro ­
th e rs  in  G u in e a , M o z a m b iq u e  and A n ­
go la  a cce p t, desire  and d e m a n d .”  T he  
c lu m s y  a t te m p t b y  S p in o la ’s g ro u p  to  
re s to re  th e  p o l i t ic a l p o w e r o f  th e  
m o n o p o lie s  was eas ily  c ru sh e d . S p in ­
o la  f le d . T h e  M F A  m oved  c lo se r to  
th e  p e o p le  and e s p e c ia lly  to  th e  p ro ­
le ta r ia t .  T h e  new  ru lin g  g ro u p  c o n s is t­
ed o f  P re s id en t F ra n c isco  Da C osta 
G om es, a fo rm e r  le f t is t  b u t n o w  m id ­
d le  e le m e n t; P rim e  M in is te r  G en. Vas­
co  G onca lves , fo rm e r ly  a m o d e ra te  
w h o  has d eve lo p e d  s te a d ily  le f tw a rd ,  
and  G ene ra l O te lo  de C a rv a lh o , 
fo rm e r ly  head o f  th e  m i l i ta r y  c o m m it ­
tee  o f  th e  M F A . P re s e n tly  m il i ta r y  
S e c u r ity  C h ie f o f  th e  p re sen t g o ve rn ­
m e n t, C a rva lh o  a t o ne  t im e  was a le f t ­
is t b u t  is be ing  w o o e d  m o re  and m o re  
in to  th e  s u p p o r t o f  “ d e m o c ra t ic ”  soc­
ia lism .

W ith  a ll th e  h u lla b a lo o  in  th e  
c a p ita lis t  press a b o u t th e  g ro w th  o f  
th e  c o u n te r - re v o lu t io n  and th e  danger 
o f  c iv il  w a r , w e m u s t assess th e  o b je c ­
t iv e  p o s it io n  o f  th e  re v o lu t io n .  A t  
least in  w o rd s , a ll th e  m a jo r  g ro u p in g s  
are c o m m it te d  to  som e s o rt o f  a soc­
ia lism . H o w e v e r, w e  M a rx is t-L e n in is ts
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u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  p o l i t ic a l fo rm  o f  
s o c ia lism  is th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  o f  th e  
p ro le ta r ia t .  T h is  can be a c c o m p lis h e d  

o n ly  i f  th e  p ro le ta r ia t  is th e  vang ua rd  
o f  s o c ie ty . T h e re  is n o  such th in g , 
a n y w h e re  in th e  w o r ld ,  as “ d e m o c ra ­
t ic  s o c ia lis m ” , un less one  is to  p o in t  

to  th e  c ro n ie s  o f  th e  2d  In te rn a t io n a l 
—In d ira  G h a n d i’s In d ia , G o ld a  M e ir ’s 
Israe l, o r  W i l ly  B ra n d t ’s G e rm a n y . 
S uch  c a ric a tu re s  o f  so c ia lis m  can be 
fo u n d  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  B r it is h  
L a b o u r  P a r ty  and  s o c ia l-d e m o c ra ts  
th ro u g h o u t th e  w o r ld .  H o w e v e r, w ith  
th e  rise  o f  K h ru s h c h e v  re v is io n is m , 
th e  c o n c e p t o f  m o n o l i t ic  c o m m u n is t 
u n i ty  cam e to  an end , and w ith  i t  th e  

fo rm e r  d e f in it io n s ,  such as M a rx is t-  
L e n in is ts , w h ic h  used to  id e n t i f y  th e  
id e o lo g ic a l and  p o l i t ic a l u n i t y  o f  
g ro u p in g s  and p a rtie s . T o d a y  in  th e  
absence o f  such  m o n o l i th ic  u n i ty ,  
each and  e v e ry  M a rx is t -L e n in is t  
bears th e  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  fo l lo w in g  
th e  class m o t io n  and d e c id in g  w h a t is 
r ig h t  and w ro n g  in  re la t io n  to  th e  goal 
o f  th e  w o rk in g  class — to  raise th e  
p o s it io n  o f  th e  p ro le ta r ia t  to  th e  p o ­
s it io n  o f  th e  ru lin g  class.

Is i t  p oss ib le  to  a t ta c k  th e  P o r tu ­
guese C o m m u n is t P a rty  as re v is io n is t 
w i t h o u t  c o n c re te ly  e x a m in in g  each 
ta c tic ?  I t  is n o t  poss ib le . Y e t agent 
p ro v o c a te u rs  o p e ra tin g  u n d e r th e  
m a n te l o f  " M L ”  have jo in e d  th e  fas­
c is t m obs in th e  b u rn in g  o f  C o m m u n ­
is t P a rty  H e a d q u a rte rs  and assau lting  
in d iv id u a l c o m m u n is ts . B e h in d  th is  
T ro ts k y ite - l ik e  m a n e u v e r in g  is th e  
fo rm u la t io n  th a t  it  is th e  P ortuguese  
C o m m u n is t P a rty  and n o t  th e  fasc is ts  
th a t  'are th e  m a in  danger to  th e  re v o ­

lu t io n .  B u t w ith  us, n o  p h ra se m o n g e r 
can c o ve r c o u n te r - re v o lu t io n a ry  a c t i­
v i t y  w ith  id e o lo g ic a l fo rm u la t io n s .  We 
have pa id  d e a r ly  and have lea rn ed  o u r  
lessons w e ll.

T h e  idea o f  a “ re v is io n is t "  re ­
v o lu t io n  d o e s n ’t  deserve c o m m e n t. 
R e v is io n is m  is a s u b je c tiv e , u n sc ie n ­
t i f i c  a n t i-M a rx is t  tre n d  w ith in  M a rx ­
ism. I t  is th e  p o la r i ty  - th e  in te rn a l 
o p p o s it io n  to  M a rx is m . B u t re v o lu ­
t io n s  are n o t id e o lo g ies . R e v o lu tio n s  
are class s tru g g le . A n y o n e  w h o  a t­
te m p ts  to  f i t  a re v o lu t io n  in to  an 
id e o lo g ic a l p a tte rn  is b o u n d  to  be to s ­
sed aside. W e m u s t d e v e lo p  th e  a b i l i t y  
to  d esc rib e  th e  fo rm  o f  th in g s  b o th  in 
i t s  u n i ty  w ith  and in  its  o p p o s it io n  to  
its  c o n te n t .  T h a t th e  a rm y  seized p o ­
w e r in P o rtu g a l in  no  w a y  describes  
th e  c o n te n t  o f  th a t  s tru g g le . T h e  a n t i ­
fa sc is t c o n te n t  is c lea r to  a ll.  B u t i t  is 
also c lea r th a t  th e  n e x t s te p  o f  th e  
re v o lu t io n  is th e  s p li t t in g  o f  th e  re ­
v o lu t io n a r y  fo rc e s  . W e s u p p o r t th e  
ta c t ic  o f  “ re v o lu t io n  in  p e rm a n e n c e ”  
w h ic h  d em an ds  th e  ra l ly in g  o f  th e  
b ro a d e s t soc ia l fo rc e s  aga inst an iso­
la ted  e n e m y ; and also d em an ds  th a t  
th e  re v o lu t io n  tu rn s  aga ins t in h e re n t ­
ly  re a c t io n a ry  fo rce s  w h o  assisted in  
th e  o v e r th ro w  o f  th e  fo rm e r  s ta te . 
A b o v e  a ll, th e  p a r ty  o f  th e  p ro le ­
ta r ia t  m u s t re m a in  in d e p e n d e n t o f, 
b u t in c lose  a llia n c e  w ith ,  a ll th e  
re v o lu t io n a ry  fo rce s . T h e  u n fo ld in g  

o f th e  re v o lu t io n  in  P o rtu g a l has c o n ­
f irm e d  th is  ta c t ic .  T h e  a llia n c e  be­
tw e e n  th e  p e o p le  and th e  M F A  is th e  
c o rn e rs to n e  o f  th e  re v o lu t io n  a t th e  
m o m e n t. I t  is th e  o n ly  p oss ib le  c o n d i­
t io n  fo r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  in ­
flu e n c e  and th e  s te e lin g  o f  th e  PCP.

, M a n y  q u e s tio n s  are be ing  raised 
a b o u t th'e a b i l i t y  o f  th e  A r m y  to  c a rry  
o u t  a re v o lu t io n .  S u re ly  th e  “ ( M L ) ”  
a tta c k e rs  o f  th e  M F A  have a d i f f e r ­
e n t ju d g m e n t o f  th e  C h inese  L ib e ra ­
t io n  A rm y  o r '  th e  Red A r m y  u n d e r 
S ta lin . H is to ry  has p ro v e n  th a t  th e  
s o c ia lis t r e v o lu t io n  is n o t poss ib le  
w ith o u t  w in n in g  a p o r t io n  o f  th e  
A rm y  o ve r to  its  s ide . T h e  b lo o d y  
d e fe a t o f  th e  B e r lin  S o v ie ts  b y  th e  
K a is e r ’s p ro fe s s io n a l a rm y  is p ro o f  
e no ug h  o f  th is .  A l l  re v o lu t io n s  re­
q u ire  th a t  th e  s ta te  a p p a ra tu s  be 
tu rn e d  aga inst its e lf .  W e can e x p e c t 
th a t  a phase o f  th e  re v o lu t io n , in e v it ­

a b ly  re q u ire s  th e  A rm y  to  f ig h t  i t ­
se lf. T h e  fa c t th a t  a s e c tio n  o f  th e  
A rm y  is in th e  p rocess o f d e se rtin g  
th e  re v o lu t io n  is n o  cause fo r  a la rm , 
b u t ra th e r  in d ic a te s  th e  d ee p e n in g  o f  
th a t  re v o lu t io n .

CIVILWAR DANGER

T h e  re p o r te d  im m e d ia te  danger 
o f  c iv il  w a r  in P o rtu g a l seems to  be 
based on  ra th e r  s u p e rf ic ia l assess­
m en ts . T h e  process o f  p o la r iz a t io n  is 
p ro c e e d in g  . v e ry  r a p id ly  and ,m u s t  
e v e n tu a lly  lead to  such a c iv il  w a r. 
N ever in  h is to ry  has a deposed  class 
fa ile d  to  f ig h t  fo r  its  re s to ra tio n . 
B u t b e fo re  such a w a r can be la u n c h ­
ed, i t  is necessary to  g ro u p  to g e th e r  
th e  c o u n te r - re v o lu t io n a ry  fo rc e s . O f 
course  th is  is b e ing  d o n e , b u t m o re  
s lo w ly  th a n  th e  c a p ita lis t  press w o u ld  
have y o u  be lieve . F o r e x a m p le , th e  
s itu a t io n  in th e  N o r th  o f  th e  c o u n try  
a c tu a lly  is o ne  o f  th e  tra d e  u n io n s , 
M F A  d y n a m iz in g  team s and th e  PCP 
p e n e tra t in g  in to  th e  s tro n g h o ld  o f  
F e u d a l-C le r ic a l re a c tio n . T h e  gains 

m ade  b y  th e  re v o lu t io n  are n o t re­
p o r te d  — o n ly  th e  fa sc is t te r ro r  
un leashed  b y  th e  la n d lo rd s  and th e  
c h u rc h . In  fa c t,  th e  s itu a t io n  in  th e  
N o r th  is c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  th e  s tru g ­
gle aga in s t th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  
a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs  m u c h  m o re  th a n  
an a t ta c k  on  c o m m u n is m

N o n e th e le ss , w e  s h o u ld  be c lear 
th a t  th e  c o u n te r - re v o lu t io n  is p o w e r ­
fu l  and in te rn a t io n a l.  T h e  rag-tag gang 
c la m m o r in g  fo r  th e  b lo o d  o f  th e  re vo ­
lu t io n a r ie s  cons is ts  o f  th e  re a c t io n ­
a ry  h ie ra rc h y  o f  th e  C a th o lic  c h u rc h , 
th e  la n d lo rd s  w h o  m a in ta in  an a lm o s t 
fe u d a l reg im e  in  th e  N o r th  and th e  
b ig  m o n o p o lie s , as w e ll as n e a rly  
3 0 0 ,0 0 0  P o rtuguese  s e tt le r  re fugees 
f ro m  th e  A f r ic a n  c o lo n ie s . Im p o r te d  
th u g s  f ro m  B ra z il ’s d e a th  squad and 
e le m e n ts  o f  th e  S pan ish  Falange  lie  
a t th e  co re  o f  th is  g ro u p in g . A ss is tin g  
and s h ie ld in g  th e m  are th e  soc ia l- 
d e m o c ra ts  o f  P o r tu g a l, th e  M it te ra n d  
g ro u p  o f  F rance , W il ly  B ra n d t and his 
gang f r o m  G e rm a n y  and th e  R ig h t 
w in g  o f  th e  L a b o u r  P a rty  o f  B r ita in . 
F la n k in g  these  m is le ad e rs  are th e  
t r a ito ro u s  and re v is io n is t r ig h t-w in g  
c o m m u n is t p a rtie s  o f  S p a in  and 
I ta ly ,  assisted b y  a b ig  p o r t io n  o f  th e  
CP o f  F rance . W o rk in g  th ro u g h  and 
u t i l iz in g  these  g ro u p s  and p a rtie s  are 
th e  B r it is h  M il i ta r y  In te ll ig e n c e  and 
th e  C IA . T h e  re fu sa l o f  c e rta in  
s o c ia lis t s ta tes and c o m m u n is t  p a r­
tie s  to  re co g n ize  and s u p p o r t th e  re­
v o lu t io n  has h u r t  b o th  th e  re v o lu t io n  
and these  sta tes.
S . "• , . f '

W h ile  th e  lin e  u p  aga inst th e  re ­
v o lu t io n  is fo rm id a b le ,  i t  j?  w e a k  and 
iso la te d  c o m p a re d  to  th e  h u n d re d s  o f 

m il l io n s  o f  to i le rs  w h o  s u p p o r t i t .  
C iv il w a r  in  P o rtu g a l w o u ld  have a 
g a lv a n iz in g  e ffe c ts  on  th e  w o rk e rs  o f 

E u ro p e . T h o u s a n d s  o f  h o n e s t rad ica l:) 
and p rogressives have a lre a d y  gone  to  
P o rtu g a l to  h e lp . T h e  ru le rs  o f  E u ro p e  
w il l  t h in k  tw ic e  b e fo re  la u n c h in g  such 
a w a r.

T h e  w o rk in g  class o f  th e  U S N A  
m u s t be w o n  ove r to  th e  s u p p o r t o f 
th is  re v o lu t io n .  T h e y  m u s t be show n  
th a t  th e  P o rtug ue se  w o rk e rs , th e ir  
b ro th e rs  and  s is te rs , are in  m o r ta l 
c o m b a t aga ins t th e  h o ld o v e rs  o f  a 
N a z i- lik e  reg im e . W e m u s t s h o w  th e  

c o m m o n  cause o f  th e  w o rk e rs  o f  
P o rtu g a l, A f r ic a  and th e  U S N A . A  
p ea ce fu l ^soc ia lis t P o rtu g a l w i l l  serve as 
a beacon  fo r  th e  w h o le  o f  W este rn  
E u ro p e . T h e  even ts  in  P o rtu g a l, a t 
a n y  e v e n t, sh o w  th a t  th e  c a p ita lis t  
sys tem  in E u ro p e  as a w h o le  is te e t ­
e rin g  to  its  h is to r ic a l:  b r in k  and is on 
its  w a y  o u t .  T h e  P o rtuguese  p eo p le  
and th e ir  o rg a n iz e d  va n g ua rd  can 
c o u n t o n  th e  C o m m u n is t L a b o r  P a rty  
to  g ive  o u r  u n s t in t in g  s u p p o r t to  a 
s trug g le  th a t  is near and dea r to  us.

LONG LIVE THE PORTUGUESE 
REVOLUTION!

Minneapolis
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w ith  g rea t c la r i t y  th e  g ro w in g  v ic io u s ­
ness o f  th e  a tta c k s  o n  a ll w o rk e rs . I t  
a lso  p o in te d  o u t  h o w  im p o r ta n t  i t  
is fo r  us to  “ c lean  h ou se ”  o f  I.W . A b e l 
and h is s u p p o r te rs !

B u t p ro b a b ly  th e  m o s t e n d u r in g  
s trug g le  in  M in n e s o ta  and th ro u g h o u t  
th e  U p p e r M id w e s t has been th e  b a t­
t le  b y  th e  In d ia n  p eop les  o ve r h u n ­
d re d s  o f  years  fo r  c o n tr o l o f  th e ir  
lands. T e s t im o n y  to  th e  in c re a s in g ly  
v io le n t  and re v o lu t io n a ry  c h a ra c te r o f  
th is  s trug g le  are th e  43, m u rd e rs  th is  
ye a r on th e  P ine  R idge , S o u th  D a k o ta  
R ese rva tion  a lo n e . C le a r ly  th e  U S N A  
s ta te  has no  in te n t io n  o f  le t t in g  a ny  
o f  these v a lu a b le  g raz in g  lands o r  m in ­
era l d e p o s its  s lip  f ro m  its  grasp. In 
M in n e a p o lis , th e  m assive u n e m p lo y ­

m e n t o f  th e  In d ia n  w o rk e rs  (80% ) 
has o b je c t iv e ly  l in k e d  th e  s trug g le  
fo r  c o n tro l o f  re s e rv a tio n  lands w ith  
th e  general c ry  o f th e  w o rk in g  class 
fo r  jo b s  w ith  peace.

O ve r th e  last y e a r, b o th  In d ia n  a nd '' 
N eg ro  w o rk e rs  have been bea ten  and 
te r ro r iz e d  in  in c re a s in g  n u m b e rs . We 
s h o u ld  rea lize  th a t  in sp ite  o f  M in n e ­
a p o lis ’ lib e ra l im age, th e re  is a v ic io u s  
u n d e rc u r re n t o f  w h ite  c h a u v in is m , 
p a r t ic u la r ly  in th e  M in n e a p o lis  p o l­
ice  fo rc e . T h is  was c le a r ly  d e m o n ­
s tra te d  w h e n  O f f ic e r  R a y m o n d  Pres­
le y , a N eg ro , was suspended fo r  e x ­
pos ing  th e  u n ju s t if ie d  b e a tin g  o f  a 
N eg ro  -by tw o  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  o f f i ­
cers in th e  Cassius Bar and th e  fa c t  
th a t  th e  p o lic e  d e p a r tm e n t fo rg e d  
re co rd s  to  sh o w  th a t  th e  A n g lo -A m e r i­
can o ff ic e rs  w e re  n o t d ru n k . O f f ic e r  
P resley was suspended  fo r  reve a ling  
these  fa c ts  to  th e  p u b lic .

In  la te  J u n e , fo l lo w in g  th e  s h o o tin g  
in th e  b ack  b y  th e  p o lic e  o f  an u n ­
a rm ed  14-year o ld  N e g ro  b u rg la ry  sus­
p e c t, p u b lic  hea rings w e re  he ld  b y  the  
S ta te  H u m a n  R ig h ts  C o m m is s io n , th e  
U rb a n  League, and th e  N A A C P  to  
ge t te s t im o n y  on o th e r  in c id e n ts  o f  
p o lic e  a tta c k s . F o llo w in g  these hea r­
ings, th e  N A A C P  h e ld  a press c o n ­
fe re nce  to  “ d e c la re  w a r on  p o lic e  
b r u ta l i t y . ”

F e llo w  w o rk e rs , in  th e  face  o f  
these  increa s ing  a tta c k s  on o u r p o l i t i ­
cal and  e c o n o m ic - r ig h ts , w e a b s o lu te ly  
m u s t s tand  to g e th e r  and f ig h t  s h o u ld ­
er to  s h o u ld e r , fo r  th e  good  o f  a ll. 
T h is  L a b o r D a y , th e  C o m m u n is t L a ­
b o r  P a rty  is p ro u d  to  jo in  w ith  a 
d oze n  o th e r  p rog ress ive  o rg a n iz a tio n s  
ra n g ing  f r o m  th e  U n ite d  E le c tr ic a l 
W o rk e rs ’ U n e m p lo y m e n t C o m m itte e  
to  th e  M in n e a p o lis  N A A C P  in h o ld in g  
a p ic n ic  and ra l ly  fo r  Jobs  w ith  Peace. 
W e ca ll on  a ll w o rk e rs  and progressives 
to  jo in  w ith  us in w h a t w i l l  c e r ta in ly  
be a step  to w a rd  th e  resurgence  o f 
o f  th e  u n ite d  m o v e m e n t o f  th e  em - 

,  p lo y e d  and  u n e m p lo y e d  w o rk e rs  in 
M in n e s o ta .

Jobs w ith  Peace

For more information about the 
Communist Labor Party USNA or 
about the People’s Tribune write:

P.O. Box 170 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217

P.O. Box 24241 
Bayview Station 
San .Francisco, California

P.O. Box 3774 
Chicago, 111. 60654

P.O. Box 72306
Watts Station
Los Angeles, California

Lean el

TRIBUNO
POPULAR

P.O. Box 72306 Watts Sta. 
Los Angeles, California
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used to  c o n t r o l  and repress th e  w o r k ­
ing  class, n o t  to  in su re  " ju s t ic fe ” .

S o u th e rn  W est V irg in ia  c o n ta in s  
tw o  U n ite d  M in e  W o rk e rs  o f  A m e ric a  
d is t r ic ts .  D is t r ic t  17 and  2 9 , and a b o u t 
3 0 ,0 0 0  m in e rs  are e m p lo y e d  in  th e  
tw o  d is t r ic ts .  T h e  re g io n  a lso  c o n ­
ta in s  th e  w o r ld ’s r ic h e s t d e p o s its  o f  
m e ta lu rg ic a l co a l and s team  co a l, so 
i t  is o b v io u s  w h y  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  has 
m oved  in  re c e n t yea rs  to  c u rb  th e  
m in e rs ' s t r ik e  m o v e m e n t. T h e  m oves 
o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  in c lu d e  th e  use o f 
th e  c o u r ts  and th e  e lim in a t io n  o f  th e  
“ r ig h t  to  s t r ik e "  c lause f r o m  th e  c u r ­
re n t c o n tra c t  s e ttle d  in  last y e a r ’s ne­
g o t ia t io n s . T h e y  w e re  a id ed  in  th is  a t­
ta c k  b y  th e  v a c il la t in g  “ le a d e rs h ip ”  o f  
U M W A  P re s id e n t A r n o ld  M il le r .  M il ­
le r, e le c te d  on  a re fo rm  p ro g ra m , has 
no  id e o lo g ic a l basis fo r  s ta n d in g  up  to  
th e  coa l o p e ra to rs ’ a tta c k s , to r  he and 
th e  le a d e rsh ip  a ro u n d  h im  d o  n o t  p e r ­
ce ive  a n y  a lte rn a t iv e  o th e r  th a n  p re ­
se rv ing  and p ro te c t in g  c a p ita lis m . 
T h a t m eans th e  r ig h t  o f  th e  co a l c o m ­
pan ies to  increase  th e ir  p ro f i ts  a t th e  
expense  o f  th e  h e a lth  and s a fe ty  o f 
th e  coa l m in e rs ! M il le r  p ro m is e d  a 
lo n g  s tr ik e  in  1974 fo r  a d e c e n t c o n ­
t r a c t ,  and e nco u ra g e d  th e  m in e rs  to  
p re p a re , b u t w h e n  he sat d o w n  a t th e  
ta b le  w ith  th e  B itu m in o u s  C oa l O p ­
e ra to rs  A s s o c ia tio n  (B C O A ), he im m e ­
d ia te ly  co lla p se d  and gave u p  th e  r ig h t 
to  s tr ik e , s o m e th in g  th e  m in e rs  have 
a lw a ys  had . T h e  b o u rg e o is ie  c le a r ly  
u n d e rs to o d  th a t  th e ir  v ic to r y  was k e y  
to  coa l p ro f i ts .  D ean W it te r  and C o m ­
p a n y , an a n a ly s t fo r  b ig  s to c k  in v e s ­
to rs , to ld  th o s e  w h o  w e re  th in k in g  
a b o u t b u y in g  s to c k  in  coa l co m p a n ie s  
in M arcia o f  1974 th a t  “ In  o rd e r  to  
w in  th e  last U M W A  e le c t io n , A rn o ld  
M il le r  had to  m ake  m a n y  p ro m ise s  to  

th e  m in e rs , lik e  a n y  p o l it ic ia n . . .T h o u g h  
M il le r  is b o th  h o n e s t and s ince re , he 
is n o t  c h a r is m a tic , and i t  seems l ik e ly  
th e re  w il l  be a t least a s h o r t s tr ik e ,. . if  
o n ly  to  s o l id i f y  h is  le a d e rs h ip ;”  and 

“ .. .a n y  d o lla rs  and b e n e fits  agreed u p ­
on  m u s t be in re tu rn  fo r  a w o rk a b le

C oa l in  L o g a n  C o u n ty ,  was f ire d  on 
'Xugust 4 , a lle g e d ly  fo r  in s t ig a t io n  o f  a 

w o r k  s to p p a g e . O n  A u g u s t 6 , th e  c o m ­
p a n y  o b ta in e d  a T R O  and , on  th e  7 th , 
a c o n te m p t o rd e r . D u r in g  th is  t im e  
L o c a l 1 3 0 2  re fu sed  to  w o r k  and p ic k ­
e ted  o u t  a b o u t s ix  o th e r  coa l c o m p a n ­
ies in  L og an  C o u n ty .  These o th e r  coa l 
co m p a n ie s  a lso  im m e d ia te ly  o b ta in e d  
T R O ’s f r o m  th e  C o u r t .

O n  S u n d a y , A u g u s t 10, a large mass 
p ro te s t m e e tin g  aga inst th e  s low ness 
o f  th e  g rieva nce  p ro c e d u re  and th e  ab ­
sence o f  th e  a rb it ra to r  pane l was he ld  
in M a rm e t, W est V irg in ia .  A rn o ld  
M il le r  a tte n d e d  and  s p o ke , a long  

w ith  J a c k  P e rry , P re s id en t o f  D is t r ic t  
17- and- th e  D is t r ic t  17 la w y e r. T h e  
m in e rs  d id  n o t lik e  w h a t th e y  heard  
and  M il le r  was fo rc e d  to  fle e  th e  
w ra th  o f  th e  m in e rs . R oger T h o m p s o n  
was p re sen t and  a n n o u n c e d  to  th e

b o d y  o f  m en  a tte n d in g  th e  c ir c u m ­
stances u n d e r  w h ic h  he had been 
f ire d .  A s a re s u lt, a ll 3 3  m in es  in  L o ­
gan C o u n ty  w e re  s h u t d o w n  tha.t n ig h t 
b y  ro v in g  p ic k e ts  a s -w e ll as a n u m b e r 
o f  m in e s  in  n e ig h b o r in g  B o o n e  and 
K a n a w h a  C o u n tie s . D u r in g  th e  rest o f  
th e  w e e k , these  m in es  re m a in e d  sh u t 
b y  p ic k e ts  and m o re  w e re  added  to  
th e  lis t as th e  p ic k e t in g  spread 
th ro u g h o u t  D is t r ic t  17.

M o re  T R O ’s and c o n te m p t o rd e rs  
w e re  o b ta in e d  as th e  coa l co m p a n ie s  
o b ta in e d  e xp e n s ive  b u t  va lue less 
p ieces o f  pap e r in  a va in  a t te m p t to  
fo rc e  th e  m in e rs  b a ck  t o  w o rk .  O n 
F r id a y , A u g u s t 15, R oger T h o m p s o n ’s 
L o c a l 1 3 0 2  was back  in c o u r t  a lo ng  
w ith  th re e  o th e r  L o q a n  C o u n ty  loca ls , 
in c lu d in g  S im  H o w z e ’s L o c a l 8 5 8 4  o f 

B u ffa lo  M in in g  C o m p a n y . A l l  th e  lo ­
cals rece ived  h e a vy  fin e s . T h e y  d id  n o t

Page 3

re tu rn  to  w o rk ,  and o n  M o n d a y , A u ­
gus t 18, n e a r ly  3 0 0  m in e rs  cam e to  
C h a rle s to n  w ith  S im  H o w z e  to  sh ow  
th e ir  s u p p o r t fo r  h is p o s it io n .  B y  th e  
m id d le  o f  th e  w e e k  o f  A u g u s t 2 5 , th e  
s tr ik e  had spread  to  O h io , K e n tu c k y  
and  I l l in o is ,  w ith  n e w  re p o r ts  o f  m in es  
c lo s in g  c o n s ta n t ly  c o m in g  in .

T h is  s tr ik e  is p a r t  o f th e  w o rk in g  
c lass' c o n s ta n t f ig h tb a c k  a g a in s t, fas­
c ism  and  th e  e ro s io n  o f  th e ir  ha rd  
w o n  r ig h ts . T h ro u g h  such s trug g le s  as 
these , u n ite d  w ith  th e  sc ience  o f 
M a rx is m -L e n in is m , th e  w o rk in g  class 
w il l  re a lize  its  h is to r ic  ta s k , o v e r th ro w  
th e  c a p ita lis t  s ta te  and b u ild  th e  d ic ­
ta to rs h ip  o f  th e  p ro le ta r ia t  and  so­
c ia lis m . T h e n  w o rk in g  class p e o p le  
w il l  ju d g e  th e ir  fo rm e r  jud g e s  and we 
can be sure th a t  th e y  w il l  re m e m b e r 
th e  Federa l Judges o f S o u th e rn  W est 
V irg in ia .

g rieva nce  p ro c e d u re  and u n io n - in it ia te d  
d is c ip lin a ry  a c tio n  to  p re v e n t u n a u th o r -  
z ied  w a lk -o u ts  and excessive  absen tee ­
is m .”  (“ T h e  Renaissance o f C o a l"  b y  
Joe l P rice , C F A  fo r  D ean W it te r  &  C o., 
M a rc h , 1 9 7 4 , p . 19, 2 1 ) T h is  was 

six m o n th s  before c o n tra c t  n e g o tia ­
t io n s !  I t  is c lea r th a t  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  
k n e w  w h e re  M i l le r ’s re fo rm is t  le a d e r ­
sh ip  w o u ld  lea d !

T h e  coa l m in e r ’s response  to  th is  a t ­
ta c k  on  th e ir  basic r ig h t  has been to  
f ig h t  b ack  w ith  a s tr ik e  m o v e m e n t o f  
m assive p ro p o r t io n s  — an o rg a n ize d  
f ig h tb a c k  led .b y  va n g u a rd  w o rk e rs . 
I t  is n o t th e  f i r s t  mass s tr ik e  th e  W est 
V irg in ia  coa l m in e rs  have c a rr ie d  o u t  in  
re c e n t years . In  1969, th e  m in e rs  sh u t 
d o w n  th e  e n t ire  s ta te  to  ge t B la c k  L u n g  
b e n e fits  passed b y  th e  le g is la tu re . In  
1974, th e y  s h u t i t  d o w n  again in a w in ­
n in g  p ro te s t aga inst th e  g o v e rn m e n t's  
p o l ic y  o f  ra t io n in g  gaso line  d u r in g  th e  
p h o n e y  “ e n e rg y  c r is is ” . So, th e  c u r re n t 
T R O  s tr ik e  is c e r ta in ly  n o t a u n iq u e  
e x p e rie n c e  fo r  th e  W est V irg in ia  coal 
m in e rs .

A lth o u g h  a p o w e r fu l w e a p o n  in  th e  
hands o f  th e  w o rk in g  class, such s tr ik e s  
w il l  re m a in  o n ly  a d e fe n s ive  w e a p o n  o f  
th e  m in e rs , and  o f  th e  e n t ire  w o rk in g  
class, u n t i l  th e  p ra c tic a l le a d e rsh ip  
com es to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e re  is an a l­
te rn a t iv e  to  c a p ita lis m , and th a t  is so­
c ia lism .

T h e  c u r re n t s tr ik e  has been b u ild in g  
up  fo r  several m o n th s . D is s a tis fa c tio n  
w ith  th e  s low ness o f  th e  g rievance  p ro ­
ce d u re , e s p e c ia lly  th e  fa i lu re  o f  th e  M il ­
le r a d m in is tra t io n  and  th e  B C O A  to  
nam e a p e rm a n e n t pane l o f  a rb it ra to rs  
in th e  t im e  l im its  o f  th e  n ew  c o n tra c t ,  
has c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  o p e ra to rs ’ b o ld ­
ness in v io la t in g  th e  c o n tra c t  and scu r­
ry in g  lik e  ra ts  to  th e  F edera l C o u r t  fo r  
th e ir  te m p o ra ry  and p e rm a n e n t in ju n c ­
t io n s . O n to p  o f  a ll th is  th e  m in e rs  no  
lo n g e r have th e  “ r ig h t  to  s t r ik e ”  c lause 
in  th e ir  c o n tra c t .

W ith , a ll th is  b a c k g ro u n d , R oger 
T h o m p s o n , a y o u n g  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n

president o f Local 1 3 0 2 , o f A m herst

M iners crow d in fro n t o f the  Federal B uild ing to  protest the  ja iling  o f S im  H o w ze , president o f Local 8 5 8 4  in Logan  
C o u n ty  West V irg in ia  fo r co n tem p t o f federal c o u rt. Photo  reprin ted  fro m  the  C harleston , W . V a . G azette .

FASCISTS MANEUVER

NEW' HARLAN FRAME-UP
B E S S IE  L O U

D ue  to  th e  m i l i ta n t  s u p p o r t and de ­
fense o f  Bessie L o u  C o rn e tt ,  th e  c h a r­
ges o f  k id n a p p in g , have been d ro p p e d ! 
S ince  Bessie's a rre s t _six w ee ks  ago, 
w o rk e rs  and p rogress ives f r o m  coast 
to  co as t have been d e m o n s tra t in g , 
m a rc h in g  and ra l ly in g  to  fre e  and de ­
fe n d  he r. T h e  w e e ke n d  o f  A u g u s t 22- 
23 , Bessie sp oke  in W a s h in g to n  D .C ., 
B a lt im o re  and N e w  Y o r k  C ity .  In  
N e w  Y o r k ,  w o rk e rs  s ta yed  a fte r  w o rk  
o u ts id e  o f  th e ir  fa c to ry  t o  f i r s t  a tte n d  
a ra l ly  in s u p p o r t o f  bus ing  and th e n  
a fte r  Bessie ’s a rr iv a l,  a r a l ly  in h e r be­
h a lf  w h e re  she sp oke  and was w a rm ­
ly  rece ive d .

B u t Bessie is s t i l l  u n d e r  th e  h a m m e r 
o f  a tta c k  b y  th e  s ta te . As w e  re p o r te d  
in th e  last P eople ’s T rib u n e , an o ld  
in d ic tm e n t  w h ic h  charges h e r w ith  
assau ltin g  a p o lic e  o f f ic e r  o n  a p ic k e t 
lin e , has been re a c tiv a te d . She and s ix 
o th e r  w o rk e rs  w i l l  go on  t r ia l  n e x t 
m o n th . T h is  a rres t re s u lte d  f r o m  m il ­
i ta n t  a c t iv it y  a ro u n d  a h o s p ita l s tr ik e

in P ik e s v ille , K e n tu c k y .  T h is  h o s p ita l 
serves th e  m in e rs .

T h e  f ig h t  t o  d e fe n d  and s u p p o r t 
Bessie L o u  m u s t c o n t in u e . A lth o u g h  
she has been fre e d  on th e  k id n a p p in g  
charges, th e  s ta te  in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  
th e  coa l o p e ra to rs  and th e  K la n  are 
t r y in g  to  s to p  h e r and h e r fe l lo w  
w o rk e rs ’ a c t iv it y  in th e ir  s tru g g le  fo r  
th e  r ig h ts  o f  a ll w o rk in g  p e o p le . T h is  
w e e ke n d , A u g u s t 3 1 , in C u m b e r la n d , 
K e n tu c k y ,  w o rk e rs  and p rogress ives 
w il l  r a l ly  aga inst th e  K u  K lu x  K la n  
and  in  de fense  o f  Bessie L o u . T h e  sup ­
p o r t  fo r  E?e$sie in  h e r, h o m e  to w n  o f

H a rla n , K e n tu c k y ,  has been e x te n s iv e  
and  m il i ta n t .  W o rk e rs  f r o m  a ll across 
th e  c o u n ty  w i l l  be c o m in g  to  C u m ­
b e rla n d  to  d e m o n s tra te  a ga in s t th e  
K la n  and  le t th e m  and  the_coa l o p e ra ­
to rs  k n o w  th a t  th e  w o rk e rs  w i l l  n o t 
be s to p p e d  in  th e ir  m i l i ta n t  s trug g le .

T h e  K u  K lu x  K la n  has been c o n t in ­
u in g  to  sp read  th e ir  v ile  c h a u v in is m  
and a n t i-u n io n  ideas th ro u g h o u t  H a r­
lan C o u n ty . W o rk e rs  in  th e  c o u n ty  
have been re ce iv in g  t i t t le  c a llin g  cards 
w h ic h  say “ Y o u  have been v is ite d  by  
th e  K u  K lu x  K la n . W e h o p e  y o u  w o n ’t  
have to  be v is ite d  a g a in .”  B u t th e  
w o rk e rs  th e re  are n o t fr ig h te n e d  b y  
these  th u g s . These c o w a rd s  have no  
s u p p o r t in  th e  c o m m u n ity  a m o n g s t 
th e  w o rk e rs . T h e ir  o n ly  s u p p o r t 
com es f ro m  th e  pa id  gangsters and 

p o lic e  o ff ic e rs .

N A Z IS  A T T A C K  C H IC A G O A N S

T h e  fra m e -u p  o f  Bessie L o u  and 
c o n t in u e d  a c t iv i t y  b y  th e  K K K  and 
o th e r  fa sc is t g ro u p in g s  lik e  th e  N a z i 
P a r ty  m u s t be s to p p e d ! L a s t w ee ke n d  
in C h ica g o , I l l in o is ,  th e  N az i P a rty  

■d e m o n s tra te d  a t M a rq u e tte  P ark. A t  
th e  end o f  th e ir  d e m o n s tra t io n , th e y  
began h u r lin g  ro c k s  and stones a t 
passing cars and  y e ll in g  o b s c e n tit ie s  
a t th e  N eg ro  passengers.. S om e  d ays  
b e fo re , th e y  bea t u p  a N e g ro  re p o r te r  
w h o  was c o v e r in g  a s to ry  on th e  
ha rassm en t o f  N eg ro  re s id e n ts  in  th a t  
areas.

T h e  K K K  and N a z i P a rty  and all 
o th e r  fa sc is t gangs are o n  th e  rise be­
cause o f  th e  d is c o n te n t o f  th e  w o rk in g  
class a t th e  ra p id ly  d e te r io ra t in g  e co ­

n o m ic  s itu a t io n .  These fo rc e s  are 
t r y in g  to  s to p  th e  f ig h tb a c k  o f  th e  
w o rk e rs  and  c h a n n e l i t  to  th e  sup ­
p o r t  o f  a fa s c is t g o v e rn m e n t. T h e y  
have th re a te n e d  to  b u rn  th e  buses 
th is  S e p te m b e r and are m a n n in g  th e  
M e x ic a n  b o rd e r, b e a tin g  u p  and de ­

p o r t in g  M e x ica n s  w h o  have co m e  a- 
cross to  f in d  w o r k  to  fe ed  th e ir  
fa m ilie s . If. w e  a llo w  th e ir  t e r r o r ­

is t ic  a c tio n s  to  c o n t in u e , w e  w il l  be 
defense less aga ins t th e  f in a l assau lt 
b y  th e  fasc is ts  to  e s ta b lish  th e ir  
d ic ta to rs h ip .  These g ro u p s  a re  o n ly  
th e  advanced  gua rd  o f  th e  rea l th u g s , 
th e  R o c k e fe lle rs , M o rga ns , D u p o n ts  
and  th e  rest o f  th e  ru l in g  class.

T h e  C o m m u n is t L a b o r  P a r ty  p le d ­
ges its  u n e n d in g  a c t iv it y  aga in s t th e  
rise o f  th e  fa sc is t gangs and fasc ism  
its e lf .  W e u rge  a il w o rk e rs  to  jo in  
w ith  us in th e  defense  o f  Bessie and 
in  s tru g g le  aga ins t fasc ism , in  s u p p o r t 
o f  bus ing  and  fo r  jo b s  w ith  peace. 
O n ly  a u n ite d , o rg a n iz e d  w o rk in g  class 
can d e fe a t th is  fa sc is t o ffe n s iv e . L e t ’s 
u n ite  as one  and  f ig h t  in  th e  defense  
o f  o u r  class!

S M A S H  T H E  K L A N  
D E F E N D  B E S S IE  L O U  C O R N E T T

Read the
WESTERN
WORKER
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SUPPORT BILINGUAL EDUCATION
The question of busing in Detroit 

is a struggle for integration, and equal, 
quality education. Detroit's popula­
tion is predominantly Negro national 
minority, and for them segregation 
and poor quality of education has 
been a way of life. There are also 
about 100,000 Spanish speaking 
workers, most of whom live in the 
southwest section of Detroit. Because 
of the large number of Spanish-speak­
ing students in Detroit schools, in ad­
dition to the struggle for busing, there 
also exists a struggle to maintain and 
expand Detroit's bilingual program.

The bilingual program in Detroit 
is presently concentrated in Webster 
and Maybury elementary schools in 
the southwest section of the city. 
The bilingual program had its begin­
nings in 1971 when parents, teachers 
and a few “ Latino”  social service 
agencies held meetings and discus­
sions with the Detroit School Board 
to demand equal and quality educa­
tion for Spanish speaking children. 
The need for a bilingual program was 
made evident: “ the percentage of 
Spanish surnamed fourth and sixth 
grade pupils underachieving one year 
in reading is 63%, while the percent­
age of eighth grade reading under­
achievers jumps to 80% and the 10th 
grade reading deficiency is 61%.”  
(Initial plan for the implementation 
of a bilingual education program, 
Board of Education of the School 
District of the City of Detroit, March 
3, 1972, p. 13) These deficiencies still 
exist, not just in reading, but other 
subjects as well, and are reflected in 
the large number of drop-outs at 
Earhart Jr. High and Western High 
School.

The bilingual program W3s finally 
implemented in school year ‘72-73 at 
Webster and Preston elementaries af­
ter much struggle on the part of the 
community. The original program was 
funded for $150,000 to service the 
Kindergarten thru Primary grade 2 at 
Webster, and two preschool classes 
at Preston. The proposal also called 
for the expansion of the program to 
the next highest grade each year until 
the program would be operating at 
the preschool thru 6th grades.

This year the bilingual program at 
both the Detroit level and the federal 
level, has been changed considerably 
when the director of the bilingual 
program resigned at the end of the 
school year. She then pointed out 
some of the factors which have held 
the program back: the general lack 
of cooperation on the part of the 
Central School Board as well as the 
Regional Board and administration, 
the chauvinism expressed in Webster 
school by non-Spanish speaking 
teachers, and the failure to integrate 
the bilingual program into the instruc­
tional program already offered at 
Webster. All these things have con­
tributed to keeping the program from 
achieving its goals. The director also 
pointed out that both she and the 
Community Advisory Council were 
forced by the School Board’s adminis­
tration to submit a proposal for this 
coming school years’ program, which 
was neither to their liking nor in the 
best interests of the community.

The proposal was poor because 
the large federal cutbacks by the Ford 
government aimed at welfare and so­
cial services have also hit education. 
The cutbacks in education are reflec­
ted in the bilingual program in the re­
quirement that the programs serve on­
ly “ children of limited English-speak­
ing ab ility ” . (Federal Register, Vol. 40 
No. 29, Wednesday, March 12, 1975, 
p. 11592) Thus, in Detroit the budget 
for the bilingual program has been 
slashed to $110,000 for '75-76, leav­
ing only two lab teachers and one cul­
tural heritage teacher (out of the ten 
previously hired), as well as cutbacks 
in the number of community persons 
hired as teachers aides. This situation 
may potentially split the people dn

the community by pitting those Mexi­
can minorities raised in Detroit (who 
speak English and wouldn-’t qualify) 
against those Mexican nationals who 
don’t speak English and would pro­
bably be the only ones eligible for en­
rollment in the bilingual program. Be­
fore this year any child could partici­
pate in the program. This year there 
will only be 82 children eligible.

These cutbacks are actually attacks 
by the bourgeoisie on the working 
class. The bourgeoisie is trying to 
force the national minority workers, 
in particular, to give up needed edu­
cational services so that more govern­
ment funds can be devoted to the

military budget. In Nazi-like fashion, 
the bourgeoisie then points to the 
foreign born and undocumented 
workers, claiming Fhat its all “ the ir”  
fault that there is unemployment and 
inflation. Never once do they speak of 
their own insatiable hunger Tor 
profits as the cause of the current de­
pression.

The Spanish-speakinq workers in 
Detroit have struggled very hard to 
get a bilingual program for their 
children. We cannot allow the bour­
geoisie to divide the working class 
in Detroit by pitting Negro against 
Mexicans and the minorities against 
the Anglo-Americans on the question 
of busing and bilingual education.

MIDDLE EAST

The headlines of the August 26, 
1975 papers all read “ Tentative Sinrai 
pact OK’d,”  “ New Troop Lines For 
Egypt and Israel.”  Everyone is hailing 
this agreement as the end to the threat 
of war in the Middle East. But what 
are the facts that have led to this 
agreement, and whose interests does 
this agreement serve?

Firstly, it is becoming very obvious 
that the right-wing, fascist, anti-Arab, 
religious, backward elements in Isreal 
are gaining an upperhand. Since the 
beginning of this recent round of talks 
Israelis have been staging massive 
demonstrations against any conces­
sions by the Israeli government to the 
Arabs. These reactionary elements in 
Israel are forcing their government to 
sign an agreement now rather than 
have the Israelis attack the Arabs 
again.

Secondly, of all the many “ wonder­
fu l”  provisions of the agreement, not 
one provides for the Palestinians. The 
agreement can only hurt the Palestin­
ian people and Arab toilers. This 
document, which supposedly “ solves”  
the Middle East crisis, cannot change 
the objective relations that exist in the 
Middle East. The fact is that the land 
that Israel stole many years ago be­
longs not to her, but to the Palestinian 
people. This conflict cannot be solved 
by a piece of paper proclaiming coop­
eration between the reactionary gover­
nments of Israel and Egypt.

It is obvious that this “ peace agree­
ment”  coufd not have taken place

without the blessings of the United 
States. In the proposed agreement it is 
suggested that US civilians man the 
borders between Egypt and Israel. But 
it is also obvious that this agreement 
could not have been settled without 
the blessings of the leadership of the 
Soviet Union. Although the USSR has 
been more covert in their actions in 
this agreement, both the Soviet Union 
and the United States are behind this 
proposal.

The only progressive solution to the 
Middle East situation is a free Palestin­
ian nation. The USNA proletariat 
must demand an end to all restrictions 
enforced against the Palestinian liber­
ation ' forces by the bordering 
reactionary Arab states. We must de­
mand unconditional freedom of move­
ment for all Palestinian people in the 
Arab states, an end to USNA im­
perialist and Israeli Zionist occupation 
of Palestine, and we must demand the 
restoration of the democratic rights 
of the Palestinian people. We must 
further demand a stop to all direct 
USNA imperialist and Israeli Zionist 
barbaric attacks against the toiling 
masses of the Palestinian and Leban­
ese people in southern Lebanon, and 
their indirect, violent attacks against 
the vast majority of the oppressed 
Arab masses. The national liberation 
struggle of the Palestinian people is a 
part of the world proletarian struggle 
foe socialism.

No USNA Military Intervention in
Southeast Asia or the Middle East!

CHILE

The fascist Chilean government has 
again shown its true nature. It has 
been reported and confirmed that NO 
Chilean revolutionaries from the MIR 
(Leftist Revolutionary Movement) 
have been brutally murdered by this 
terroristic junta. Although first re­
ports came in stating that the com­
rades were killed in battle with the 
Argentinian government, it has now 
been revealed that this was a lie. 
The fact is that the Chilean govern­
ment assassinated these revolution­
aries in cold blood.

Since the fascist take-over in Chile, 
thousands of progressives and commu­
nists have been tortured, beaten and 
killed by their government. Hidden 
away in the newspaper are the tales 
of the countless murders of the Chi­
lean people.

Our Party condemns the fascist 
junta and demands that our govern­
ment stop its support for these Nazi- 
like fascists. Throughout Chile the 
revolutionary and progressive forces 
are battling against their government. 
They are uniting all who can be united 
against these gorillas. We wholeheart­
edly support the struggle of the Chi­
lean people for their freedom. And 
we have printed and made available 
for everypne to read about the to r­

ture and murders at the hands oj 
these fascists. The pamphlet The 
Struggle in Chile, is a collection 
of an interview with Manuel Cabies'es 
Donoso about his thousands of hours 
in the concentration camps of Chile 
and a statement from the Political 
Commission of the MIR. We urge all 
workers and progressive people to  buy 
this pamphlet and to m ilitantly give 
their support to the Chilean people.

Our Party feels that it is our re­
sponsibility to get the message of 
Manuel Cabieses Donoso, the brave 
revolutionary Communist, and o f the 
heroic Chilean people, out to the 
workers of our couhtry. We never for­
get that our government is behind the 
butchers of the Chilean people. Our 
publication of this interview and state­
ment and our consistency in exposing 
the fascist dictatorships throughout 
Latin America and the role of the 
USNA government in the affairs of 
these nations, is but a token of our 
determination to do all in our power 
to facilitate the overthrow of the 
Chilean pirate regime.

Long Live the Valiant Struggle of 
the Chilean People!

We must support these bilingual pro­
grams and demand that these bilingual 
services be expanded to  follow the 
children to the schools where they 
will be bused. The whole working 
class, not just the Spanish-speaking 
workers, must fight for bilingual 
education. We must also struggle 
to obtain peaceful integration of the 
schools. Quality education for only 
one section of the class is not possible. 
Only integrated, bilingual education 
can provide quality education for all.

Support Bilingual Education 
Fight for Busing

5 Quality, Equal Education for All

MURDER CHARGES

JOAN

LITTLE
FREED

The case of Joan Little has been 
international news. All around the 
world, workers and progressive people 
have spoken out in her defense. From 
all comers of this country, money and 
support were given to her case. And 
with great joy we note that- Joan 
Little was acquitted—of the murder 
charges against her.

The CLP supported Joan Little 
and showed how her case was 
integrally connected with the strug­
gle of the Negro people and the strug­
gle of women for equality. And we are 
filled with happiness that she has been 
acquitted. But we do not accept the 
explanation that the reason Joan was 
freed was because the justice system 
works and there exists equality for- 
Negroes in our society.

F >

The justice system in this country 
was built to serve the bourgeoisie. 
From its inception this sytem only 
let those go free who worked in the 
interests of the capitalist class. The 
runaway slaves never went free. The 
poor farmers never went free. The fac­
tory worker never went free. The 
point is, that the reason Joan Little 
was allowed to go free was because 
she had the money and the lawyers 
and because rallied around her were 
influential sections of society.

There are hundreds of Negro work­
ers, both men and women, in the Ne­
gro Nation in particular, sitting on 
death row. In South Carolina alone, 
once a week one person is sentenced 
to death. And the vast majority of 
these prisoners are Negro,

This individual case of freedom is 
important and shows that with the 
proper amount of support it is pos­
sible to struggle successfully. But 
no matter how many Joan Littles 
go free, the national oppression of 
the Negro people will remain. After 
the Scottsboro boys went free, the 
lynchings of the Negro people did 
not stop. A fter Angela Davis went 
free, the brutality against the Negro 
people did not halt!

The solution to the arrests and 
executions of workers like Joan L it­
tle is not to fight solely in the courts 
for the freedom of an individual. The 
struggle must be extended and based 
upon the struggle to free the Negro 
Nation—to break the chains of bond­
age that daily shackle the Negro peo­
ple. There is only one way to change 
the justice system in this country and 
insure equality for all peoples—that 
solution is socialism.

FREE THE NEGRO NATION!
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