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Communist Party Leaders
Plead for Mercy; Exposed Two Germanys
As Class Collaborators

. In 1953 ten Ohio Communists were indicted under the
notorious Smith Act for “conspiring to teach and advocate

forcible overthrow of the
trial, five of the defendants

government.” As a result of the

were acquitted. Five were

conwicted and received t
ranging up to five years, plus
fines. Since then, those convic-
ted have been free on bail pend-
ing the outcome of their appeal.
- Among those convicted were
Anton Krchmarek and Martin
Chauncey “leaders” of the Cleve-
land organization of the old Com-
munist Party,

- Also convicted was Lucille
Bethancourt, one of the found-
ers of the POC and a signer of
its “Declaration”. The Chairman
of the POC, Joe Dougher, was
one of the defendants who won
acquittal by the jury in the same
trial.

~ The Krchmarek-Chauncey let-

depths to which the old CP lead-
ership has descended in its des-
perate determination to reach an
“understanding” with the bour-
geoisie whereby such “leadership”
may  become “jailproof” and
“respectable.”

“We decided”, wrote Krche
marek, “to call up the Depart-
ment of Just'ce . .. (and) met
Wwith the head of the Criminal
Section of the Internal Security
Department Mr. Thomas K. Hall...
also Mr. William Kenney who
bad been in our case, and, an-
other individual who, 1 take it
for granted, was from the FBL"

= i de th, Sh; dess! Utterly, X

...n: I onoth 2. RATO. Msi‘e.n: ably shameless! At a time when
Dougher, d y disclose the “' ’. of 'k and house-
moral chasm which divides the Wives, intellectuals and even

former from the latter. But this 3

sonal political integrity; it is
that, of course. Even ‘more sig-
nificant however, is the fact that
at the same time it embodies the

lime and leadership of the old
CPUSA — as exemplified by
“Krchmarek and Chauncey — as
agamst the line and leadership
of the POC as exemplified by
Ludile Bethancourt and Joe
Dougher!

" We reproduce here two letters
sent by Krchmarek (on behalf of
Chaurcey and himself) to Lucille
Bethamtourt on March 19, 1959,
and April 3, 1959,

“In these letters is revealed the

any liberal petit bourgeois as a
matter of. |

- 1 to en-
gage in conversation with the
FBI except under legal compul-
sion — these “Communist lead-
ers” (God save the mark!) “de-
cide to call up the Department
of Justice”, to meet with an FBI
representative in order to “urge
them to drop the case” on the
basis of, among other considera-
<tions, “the human factor”!
Forty-one years ago there was
another political trial ond convic-
tion in Cleveland, in mhich
Eugene Victor Debs was convie-
ted for opposing the imperialist
war.
After his appeal had been de-
(Continued on page 3)

Statement of the National Executive
Committee of the POC

In the “Worker” of April 12, 1959, there appeared an artiele

on the Cleveland Smith
follows:

six Ohio Smith Act defendants,

Chief of the Criminal section of the Internal Security Division, Jus" ’

Act victims. The first paragraph reads as
“Anthony Krchmarek and Martin Chauncey,

representing the
met recently with Thomas Hall

tice Department snd demanded that the Ohio Smith Act case be

droppad.?

The reader is given the impression that the Ohio Party leador

ship was on the ball in the fight against reaction

and for the legality

of the Communist movement in the U.S.A. But that impression is a
false one. It is a hypocritical fraud. ;

The documents signed by the
of Oh'o, Anton Krchmarek which

deed a revelation to some honest but naive

it is neither strange nor illogical.
The depth of political

“leader” of the Communist Party
we publish in Vanguard are in-
souls. To us in the POC

degradation and cowardice which is exuded
d

in every of the
been saying for the

merely confirms what we have

last three years: That the leadership of the

‘CP US.A. has adopted a policy of class collaboration all along the
I'ne. That the revisionist line adopted at the 16th Party convention

served as a theoretical and political rationale

fore the class enemy — American
In these letters we can easily

Jor belly-crawling be-
Imperialism,
descirn the damnable conciliation-

ism of such theoretical hog-wash as “peaceful constitutional transi-

tion to Socialism”; “The American
“Anti-monopoly coalition”, etc.

Here Krchmarek says cpenly and brazenly

of tha Party “leadership”
- the Criminal Section of the Intern
‘“present also was another

from the FBL"”
(Continued

Road to Socialism”, the perverted

that on the initiative

they had a conference with “the head of

al Security Department” and that

individual who T take it for granted was

on page 3)

Class Character of
Gormqn States:

In all the discussion about
Berlin and the question of Ger-
many, a question which the atom~
maniacs distort In their usual Jy-
ing manner, one truth is con-
stantly kept from the American
people. This is the truth of the
workers' state, the German De-
mocratic Republic, “East Germa-
ny”.

The capitalist press has two
approaches to the GDR, one to
label it a “Satellite-slave state*
and the other, more assidious
lie propaated by the New.Leader-
Republic-Post social demoveratie
“stooges”, that the GDR is no dif-
ferent from West Germany,

'MayDay’59

73 Years of Revolutionary Tradition

MAY DAY began with the
workingclass for the eight-hour day. But the
grown far beyond
work day:

d the

dition has long since
demand for a shorter
ety

struggle of the
May

world demonstrates its unity and
strength in the struggle against
imperialism and war; its deter-
mined stand for peace and so-
cialism. We have real reason for
national pride in the American
origin of this international sym-
bol.

In 1866 at the founding con-
vention of the National Labor
Union, one of the forerunners of
the present-day AFL-CIO, a re-
solution was passed which stated
in part: “The first and great ne-
cessity of the present, to free
labor of this country from capi~
talist slavery, is the passing of
a law by which eight hours shall
be the normal working day in all
states in the American Union,
We are resolved to put forth all
our strength until this glorious
result fs attained.” As yet rela-
tively uncorrupted by the vari-
ous blandishment of the class
enemy, the American labor move-
ment was one of the first to pro-
ject the abolition of s

Throughout the
Day has been the day when the
streets of cities throughout the
world ring with the marching
feet of workers, with slogans of
ialism in every 1 age. It ix
the day when the might of armed
Wworkers in the socialist countries
proclaims before the entire world
that socialism will - hold fast
gainst imperiakism and
revolution,
IntheUnihdShhavhanll’
Day originated, the \

is some foreign conspiracy. But
the workingclass cannot and
not forget its history of strug-
gle.

This year as in past years, we

as a basic necessity in c;xdor to

ital y proclaim our class pro-
gram of peace and democraey;
for national liberation for the

free the workers from inh

The differences b the
two states are the differences
between Socialism and Capital-
igm, and in the compositions of
the leading government person-
nel there is a story in itself,

The West German state is led
by bourgeois elements most of
whom were willing and able
Nazis, and who today faithfully
serve mperialism. The Minister
of the Interior, Schroeder, (a
lawyer) was a Nazi brown shirt;
Defense Minister Strauss, (teach-

er) was a_political
Frepiniom
Erhard (economist), Economics
Minister was an economic re-
search expert for the Nazis;
Treasury Minister Lindrath (ci-
vil servant), was an SS officer;
Blank (professional piecard), the
Labor Minister was also a Nazi
officer, as were most of the rest
of the motley gang who rur that
corner of the “free world”.
In the GDR it's a different
story. Here we find v of

of-

From 1866 to 1886, the strug-
gle for the eight-hour day was

sy

part of bitter strike ggl

that swept the nation during that
period. In 1886, the organized
labor movement announced that
beginning May first, eight hours
would constitute the legal work-
ing day. The revolutionary con-
cept of a “legality” established
by workers was thus establish-
ed, although it took many years
of bitter struggle to realize the
initial goal of the eight-hour day.

” spread quickly around
mw:;d.’ and-the ‘Workingmens
(First) International called

upon
the workers of all lands to de- the

This May Day, in the tradition
of the original May Day, we de-

crimination.

. We_teds to the

W"

vanguard party, cause
working class, to Socialism.

The Economic Situation -

Part IV

MACHINE TOOL ORDERS

The level of new orders and
hi hine tools has

the International Brigade, con-
centration camp victims, under-
ground fighters against the Na-
zis and most of all WORKERS.
Grotewohl, the Prime Minister,
and his deputy Ulbricht are res-
pectively a printer and joiner. De-
fense Mipister Stoph is a brick-
layer; Trade Minister Rau and
Interior Minister Maron are metal
workers. The Education Minister
Lemnitz is a compositor; Supply
Minister Wach is a shoemaker;
Transport Minister Kramer is
fittingly a railway man; and the
Building Minister Scholz, & brick-
layer.
Rau, Melke (State Security
Minister), Kramer, and Scholz are
veterans of the International
Brigade. Government ministers
Wabra, (Control Commission)
Girnus (Education), Rumph (Fi-
nance), Leuschner (Deputy For-
eign minister), and Ulbricht are
all concentration camp victims.
The overwhelming worki
class ition of the lead
of the GDR is pust one more
proof of its workingclass charac-
ter and of the heroic role it is
playing. Today it stands stead-
fastly against the West German
Nazis and ther American impe-
rialist masters, It is no wonder
that the American imperialists
froth at the mouth and seek by
every foul means to overthrow
and destroy the GDR.
Undeterred by this, the GDR
is building Socialism and stands
proudly with the other Socialist
rations lod by the Soviet Unon
in the fight for world peace, so-
cialism and freedom.
JIM BARRY

o
long been recognized as

e{podd-
Iy ooy

ul in to
the devel

the various phases of the econo-
mic cycle. Briefly stated the
reasoning behind this is as fol-
lows:

The driving force of the recov-
ery phase, as we have noted, is
large-scale invessment in plant
and ip -a major el
of which is the replacement of old
worn-out or outmoded machines
with new improved ones. But be-

ok

is still operating at only about
thirty per cent of capacity.

2) Machinetool shi in
1959 will be below the 1958 level,
according to the consensus of the
tool f » themseiv,

3) Even the modest rise in
machine-tool orders which has oc-

ders (today —ed.) represent nor-
mal 1 derni:

or
tion (largely automation —ed.)”
(Wall Street Journal, April 14,
1959. The same survey is also
the authority for the facts cited
above.)
Looking at this key index then,
one can agree with the sense of

fore the general replacement of the oF e
old hi with new hi
can take place, the “machines mﬂdenz‘:lmdmm

that make the machines” — the .

so-called “machine-tools” must
be built up. (Common types of
mgchine-tools include: machines
for horing, broaching, drilling,
gear-cutting and finishing, plan-
ing and shap'ng.)

Large machine-tools take from
nine ths to eigh th
to construct. Therefore, as ex-
perience has shown, the ups and
downs of the machine tool in-
dustry cast the shadow of com-
ing events before them.

From an all-time high of $137.5
million in December, 1955, the
value of net new domestic orders
(it is best to omit export orders
here) for metal-cutt’ng machine-
tools dropped steadily for two-
and-a-half years to a low point
of about one-tenth of that amount
in April, and again in July, 1958.
Although there has since been
a_very noticeable pick-up in this
index, the following facts remain:

1) The machine-too! industry

companies (Brown
& Sharpe Mfg. Co.) when he says:
“Fundamentally, I see no evidence
that industry is going into amy
expansion craze very soon.””

Towhkhwc;i;vb““::
the recovery of jobs, even to
1957 level, which is the main con~
cern of the workingclais, such a
recovery depends precisely upon
such an “expansion craze.”

We repeat: The rise in indus~
trial production during the last
eight months of 1958 was based
upon uif'cnlf.chﬂ.plrdculc_l:
ly i d

tures. It was not based upon the
cyclical development of produc-
tive forces. Although in 1950
some basis may be developing for
a real cyclical recovery, it ean-
not yet be said that it is def-
initely. begun.

From this fact flows the most
important two-fold pol'tical con-
clusion:

Wall Street and Washington,

(Continued aa page 2)
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The Negro Question

and the Communist Party’s

Revisionist Line

When Marxist-Leninists say that the Negro question
is an “Achilies heel” of American imperialism, the point is
that it is not only a vulnerable point, but that it is an in-
dispensable part of American imperialism, an inescapable

contradiction! The oppression of
the Negro people is an inherent
and  essential  feature of the
American “free enterprise” syse

and con®

Yet

revisionist
cilliationists of the old Commun-
ist Party leadership now make

the

effort to formalize
their de facto abandonment of
the revolutionary position on the
Negro question, an effort organ-
ized avound a “Draft Rese'-tion
on the Theoretical Aspec of
Negro Question”. (Published as
a supplement to Party Affairs),

In his discussion of the Reso-
lution, Jam . Allen turns his
introspect upon the source
of past “errors": “We were led
to believe” (You see it was all
in the m'nd!) “that ... with res-
pect to internal economic develop=
ment, American capitalism had
reached its apex and had fallen
into a condition of permanent
stagmation; had indeed entered
upen a period of constant decline,
It was not then anticipated (it
was just a mental “blockage”—
ed.) that there would be fur-
ther industrial expansion which
would lead monopoly capital to
tap the labor supply of the Black
Belt to a greater extent than
during the first war (World War
). As a result, Allen goes on,
“From a peasant people in the
majarity e v A
predominantly a people of wage
earners . . . a basic change has
taken place that requires a new
Tock at our position (on the Ne-
gro question).” (Owr emphasis,
ed.).

€trenuous

According to this line of argu-
wment, American imperialism, by
its nomeal “internal economic de-
velopment” can shed this Achilles
heel, the Negro question. When
one stops to think on it, the pos-
sibilities opened up by this theo-
Ty seem nothing less than over-
whelming to the imagination!

The Achilles heel of working
class struggle can also be saved
fron  revolutionary rupture if
only (us James Allen puts it)
monopoly capital continues to
“tap the labor supply of the
Black Belt to a greater extent”
than before. For, this would mean
that U, S. imperialism was ex-
ng no cyclical crises or
ons, and no general de-

e a part of the capitalist
world system of production.

Why stop there? The peasants
of every colon’al country in the
world can look forward (accord-
ing to the theory of the CPUSA)
to their liberation from national
oppression by being transformed
into proletarians (like the sugar
worker of Puerto Rico, the oil
rs of Venezuela, and the tin
s of Bolivia, who have heen
ng such “national libera-
at the hands of American
imperialism for half u century al-
ready!)

One thing is" clear: In order
to have belief in this theory of
the Negro question as put forth
by the CPUSA today, one must
have a great fuith in the future
of American capitalism and must
identify the interests of the Ne-
gro people with it. Those who see
the Negro question in this light
are hasically bourgeois reformists,
We say this is no more than plain
Marxist - Len‘nistlogic. We chal-
lenge the National Committee of
the old Party to refute it.

Let us now turn to a second
example of how the revisionist

Lo

doctors probe their past “mal-
adjustments”,

James E. Jackson, in present-
Ing the main report in connection
with the Resolution in the Na-
tional Comumittee meeting *ex-
plained our errors” in part as
follows:

oo we were logically led to
focus (again, its all in the mind
—ed.) upon the distinctive nation-
like features and characteristics
of the Negro people as the thing
of almost exclusive importance
(But) such nation-like attributes
are not determinative for either
the solution or representation of
the Negro question in the United
States.” ,Our emphasis — ed.),
Special Supplement to Party Af-
fairs on the Negro Question Re-
solution, p. 9),

What then is the explanation
of Jim Crow discrimination and
the oppression of the Negro -in
the U.S.? There are three general
lines of explanation advanced by
the bourgeoisie at various times
and places:

First: Open racism. The “ne-
cessity” to maintain the natural
position of superiority over the
Negro race. Race antagonisms are
eternal and independent of his-
toric processes and social sys-
tems. Class diffferences have
nothing to do with these race

ity

the Negro peoples movement as a
whole i3 a revolutionary ally of
the proletariat in the struggle for
Socialism,

It is not surprising that in re-
jecting the Marxist-Leninist po-
sition ,on the Negro question
Jackson and the rest of the lead-
ership of the old Party have
turned back toward the arsenal
of bourgeois “explanations” of
the Negro question,

After having said that the “na=-
tion-like” features do not deter-
mine the character of the Negro
question, Jackson says:

“The Negro people in the
United States suffer a special
form of national oppression, It is
national in the sense that all class
strata are subject to a common
voke . .. They are racially identi*
fied and set apart by racist laws
and customs, social existence and
by actual ethnic identifications.”
(ibid. p. 10).

Let's see: All Negroes are op-
pressed. All Negroes belong to the
Negro race. That much is clear.
But why should people of the
Negro race be oppressed? That

is the Negro question of quess

tions!

That is precisely the question
that the Resolution seeks to evade
with its characterization of the
Negro people not as an oppressed
nation and national minority, but
as “ , ., a racially distinctive
people or nationality,” The Ne-
gro people are apt to be “racially
distinctive” for some centuries as
least.

The point is that the fighting
determination of the Negro peo-
ple in the United States to fall
into step with the national liber-

Jimmy Higgins Takes a
‘New Look’ at the CPUSA

First, I am a worker. My pa-
rents were poor farmers — like
most workers and farmers we
knew nothing whatsoever about
the theory or philosophy of the
working class. We thought of
the word CLASS as having to
do with the quality of articles,
commodities or things, We lived a
life of religion, superstition, ig-
norance and fear. I lost all of
this in my first strike to build
a labor union. I wanted to make
this clearer before I proceed to
show that life itself has taught
me many things. There is an old
proverb, which goes something
like this: “Sometimes one has to
be hit on the head before one
wakes up.” Of course this method
of education applies to this writer
only — I hope.

Most people of my age remem-=
ber the depression of the 30's,
when 16 million workers were un-
employed. Day after day I pound-
ed the sidewalks with worn-out
shoes and sore feet, looking for
a job. Finally, I found a job in
a place that boasted of no union,
with the wages being less than
the money which I had been res
ceiving on relief, Shortly there-
after the workers decided that a
union was the only answer, so we
all walked out to form a union.
Over enthused with the prospects
of a better life in organization
I become very active in the strike,
My activities caused me to be

bushed and severly beaten by

ation tide of the opp d peo=
ples of the world is not going
to wait for centuries for justice
and equal rights, This determi-
nation ranges them more and
more consciously on the side of
the forces of socialism, and the
) 1 :

differences. Not even
could change this question. This
is the Ku-Klux White Council line
aL the dominant circles. of mo-
nopoly capital (not just their
Dixiecrat wing).

Second: The “pure and simple
trade union” line. Negro workers,
if they can get into the union,
are okay as workers. But Ne-
groes of other classes are the
sume, as far as labor is concern-
ed, as their class counterparts
among the white race. This in one
form or another is the slick cover~
up of the Sociul Democrats for
their den‘al of the legitimacy of
the special demands and needs of
Negro workers.

Third: The “prejudice” argu-
ment: Prejudice (due either to
“natural” causes or to a “luck of
education™) causes oppression.
This is the typical line of the
middle class liberals, It sees the
“ignorant” poor people, particus
larly white workers and farmers
as the chief sources of the “dis-
crimination” (which is as far as
the oppression is recognized by
the liberal). This line has the
real relationship of oppression
and prejudice reversed: Prejudice
is not the primary cause of op-
pression, although of course it
reinforces it. Rather, prejudice is
the direct and indirect result of
the oppression,

All of these arguments have
two themes in common: 1) They
all deny that “nation-wide attri-
butes are determinative for the
representation of the Negro peo-
ple” 2) They all deny the de-
sirability or feasibility of the
white workers giving class &up=
port to the liberation struggles
of the Negro people as a whole.

For these reasons, Marxist-Le+
nis¥sts in the United States, Ne+
gro and white, with the help
of the international C i

four company sluggers; these
thugs were paroled from the Jo-
liet penitentiary and paid by the
company as strikebreakers. This
dear reader, is a very good pat-
tern of “people’s capitalism.”

workingclass st the com-  After this fascist attempt to
mor: imp and op- der me I became wide awake
pressor. 3 to the fact that company of-
. Thia is the basis, the only real ficials do mot want their emplo-

basis, for ralling the white work-
ers to take up the challenge of
the Wall Street-Dixiecrat plot
against the civil rights and na-
tional liberation struggles of the
Negro people; the basis of a com-
mon’ objective interest in an in-
escapable struggle for existence.

No Marxist-Leninist will make
the mistake of considering that
these ideological battles are mat-
ters of mere theoretical abstrace

“tions without “practical” signifi-

cance. In future issues of the Van-

* guard we shall spell this out in

relation to many aspects of the
class struggle. We shall ¢lose this
article by citing the tremendous
practical  significance of the
theory of the Negro question.

Early this year the NAACP
formarly and publicly indicted
the U, 8. labor movement for its
failure to give more than mere
lip service to the struggle of the
Negro people for civil rights.
Shortly thereafter, the sad ac-
curacy of this criticism was
dramatized by the disgraceful
open collaboration of a Textile
Workers Union local in the firing
of NAACP members in Virginia.

These developments emphasized
the warning sounded in the No-
vember issue of Vanguard:

“The most outstanding as-
pect of the current crisis of
American democracy is the de-
terioration of the Negro-Labor
alliance, the faflure of ‘the
trade union movement to take
up the Wall Street Dixiecrat
challenge to the struggle for
Negro liberation.”

Today we underscore that
warning, Upon the swift cor-
rection of this critical failure of
class r ibility depend such

movement, long ago rejected these
theories as unscientific and anti-

major tasks of the labor and de-
mocratic movement: 1) The or-

ingel They ch t
ized the Negro question in the
United States as that of an op-
pressed nation in the Black Belt
and an oppressed national mino~
rity in the rest of the country.
This oppression can be ended on-
ly by socialism, and therefore,

ion of the South, 2) The

hing of the thern bul-
wark * of imperialist reaction
within the United States; 8) The
victory of the six-hour day strug-
gle; 4) Independent political ac-
tion by labor, beyond the status
of mere window-dressing for the

yees to become active in any
strike, for the simple reason that
it is p

the science of Marxism-Lenin~
ism, the road that over 900 mil«
lion people are now using to build
a better world. Two years ago ay
the 16th National Convention
held in' New York city the lead«
ers of the old CPUSA took the
“American Road to Socialism®™
the road of revisionism. That
which used to be a Marxist-Lenin«
ist Communist Party has now bee
come constipated with revisions
ism, a desease having a general
likeness to imperialism and highe
ly contagious. %

There were leaders from the
National Committee who walked
the floor during the conference,
with faces made up like “paper
tigers” lighting cigarettes one
after the other, trying to starg
fist fights. 1 couldn’t help bug
wonder if these men had any~
thing to do with the liquidation
of ALL left centers in the strugs
gle for Negro rights as impedis
ments to the policy .of major
concentration in the reformist
led mass organizations as now
practiced in the old party,

I wanted to get a chance te
ask them about the White Citis
zens Councils and about whasg
had happened to the Civil Rights
Congress, the Negro labor Coune
cils, the Council on African Afs
{ains, and Paul Robeson’s “FREE~
DOM” the left paper in the Ne*
gro field, but I couldn't get ths
floor or get a word in “edges
wise.” It was horrible. Another
thing that floored me was the
anti-Soviet articles that started to
appear in the Worker while I
was carrying a route of 25 pa<
pers. This aas all brought up
in my club, but it was like & .
“hot potato” the comrades were
afraid they might be expelled,
My club
‘but you can'’t criticize the-leads
ership.”

_ (Continued on page 4)

ible that the k
might get to-gether and discover
where the company profit comes
from. On account of the terrific
beating received during the strike,
I was unable to go to work for
two years, so to the relief rolls
I go with a family of four chil-
dren, Relief had become more dif-
ficult to obtain now as picket
lines swelled outside relief sta-
tions, It was at this time, that
my eight year old daughter be-
came ill with appendicitis and
died in Cook County hospital. The
family doctor refused to see her
because I was on relief and had
no money. Money relations pre-
vailed, instead of human rela-
tions. Watching the tiny casket
slowly lowered into the grave
I began to ask myself this ques-
tion, WHY ? I kept searching for
the answer, because I knew that
I hated something, then I found

(Continued from page 1)
with the-direct and indirect ase
sistance of the opportunists of
all stripes, are straining with
“all deliberate speed” to fores
upon the people a program ef
“creeping austerity”, all the while
camouflaging their intent with
false “recovery” claims.
make an austerity and they cs
it “prosperity.”

The workingclass and the mass®
es of the people generally are
beginning to awaken to this plot
against their jobs and living
standards. The full import of
this maneuver is borne in upon
them with every rise in taxes,
every price increase, every in-
creaze in the work-load, every

of 4

disconti

ploymen$
benefits, every chise

the answer in a stat made

by Karl Marx, the founder of
fentific socialism and

ism, some years ago: “The his-

tory of all hitherto existing so-

ciety fis the history of class

struggles”,

I-knew then, it was capitalism
that I hated. I became class con-
scious and joined the Communist
Party during the Browder period.
I joined this great working class
party to study and to be taught

eling away at the quality of ser>

vices and consumers’ goods. The

Tecent militant struggles of the

textile, coal and timber workers

in North Carolina, in Kentucky

and in the Newfoundland woods
low a 1 ,

v

of sharp class struggle by the
workers against the “austerity”
suit which the monopolists have
tailored for them. 3

It is the duty of Marxistse
ini to do every thing in

Democratic Pgrty.

On May Day, 1959, we rededi-
cate ourselves to Negro-white
workingtlass solidarity, to the
support of the national liiberation
struggle of the Negro people, and
to the victory ?f Marxism-Le-

their power to strengthen and
raise the level of this struggle.
An absolutely indispensable pary
of this task is the struggle for
the victory of Marxist theory
over Keynesism and all other
forms of bourgeois political econ+
omy, as well as the revisioniet

dati of it, -

ninism over 1 on the
Negro quest'on, as on all others,

All the “amalgams” in the
pharmacy of revisionism will not
rid Wall Street of its Achilles
heel. Upon that' fact is hinged
the historic revolutionary alli-
ance of the workingelass and the
Negro people,

Next month we shall examine
the reasons that the Keynesian
plan of increased government
expenditures wll not ease the
economic situation, but rather,
will lead to & further intensificas’
tion and politicalization of the
class struggle.
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Page 3

Statement of National Executive

(Continued from page 1)
Shades of Dimitrovi!! — Where in the world do Communists
have “conferences” with the Gestapo who is persecuting them?
Did the Cuban Communists appeal to the repressive organs of
the Batista regime?

Has there ever been an appeal by the Spanish C ists to

Co-Defendants Condemn Krchmarek:
Reject Communist Party Crawling

Lucille Behancourt, a young woman of Latin-Ameri-

Franco's fascist police?

Did the heroic French Communists ever appeal to Petain’s se-
curity police when they earned the title of the Party of the Execur
ted?

Only Tito’s minions rely on the imperialists’ good will, Only their
American counterparts, the leaders of the CPUSA rely on the organs
of repression of the American imperialist state,
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Sacco and Vanzetti, Willie McGee and the Rosenbergs,
of Mrs. Ingram and =0 many others who languish in the capitalist
Juils, victims of class justice.

Right from the horse’s mouth you get the information as to
where the support is coming for their belly-crawling Crusade for &
Mercy. Who has pledged support?

The same organs of opinion of the imperialist bourgeolsie whe
during the trials condemned the Smith Act victins and helped to
indict them. .

Have these spokesmen for finance capital changed their minds
about Communism? No, they have not!!!

There has been no change of “politcal mood” by them. It is the
so-called CPUSA “leaders” who have changed and submissively ask
for forgiveness, the spokesmen for Wall Street, who are very
class conscious and who know full well what is good for the ruling
¢€lass, rush over to assist them in their act of repentance.

A long time ago Lenin explained what makes the revisionists

renegades tick when he stated:

... prison, exile, penal servitude and emigration constantly
increase the number of those withdrawn from the ranks, while a new
generation grows slowly. Among the intelligentsia, especially that
section of it which ‘hitched on’ to one or another form of legal

ivity, there is developing a plete lack of faith in the illegal
hrtym.ﬂsmlimﬂonwlpeudcﬂomonahnkﬂﬂhw
ticularly thankless in our times.

“‘Friends in need are friends indeed’, and the

working class,
which is passing through the difficult time of attack by the old and .

the new counter-revolutionary. forces, will inevitably witness the de-
fection of very many of its intellectual ‘friends for an hour’, friends
in time of festivity, friends only for the duration of the 1

can d

t, was convicted and sentenced to 3% years im-

prisonment in the Cleveland Smith Act frame-up trial. Now
free on $7,500 bail, she writes the following open-letter to

a co-defendant, Anton Kreh

ek, Ohio leader, member of

the National Committee of the Communist Party, USA, and
writer of the letters reproduced herewith.

By LUCILLE BETHANCOURT

As a Marxist-Leninist and a
member of the Provisional Or-
ganizing Committee t> Reconsti-
tute the Communist Party of the
U.S.A. on a Marxist-Leninist ba-
sis, I want to be placed on rec-
ord as emphatically and com-
pletely in disagreement with the
visit of Misters Krchmarek and
Chauncey with representatives of
the Internal Security Department
and the FBI, on March 18, 1950
in Washington, D.C.

I not only disagree with the
visit but I disagree with the
groveling before, and placating
of, the police agents of Ameri-
can imperialism.

My line and policy is the line
and police of the POC which is
to appeal to and depend on the

support of the workingclass and
the people in our struggie to
force the Government to drop all
proceedings against us.

1 cannot be part of any pro-
jection or line that indicates that
we are begging for forgiveness
because of “changing political
moods™; this smells of the mood
of revisionism. We should never
have been indicted nor tried am~
der the Smith Act or any other
Act. Neither I, nor any other
communist 1 know of has ever
been part of any conspiracy.

My Ine and policy is derived
from the basic principles of
Marxism-Leninism, as stated in
the Twelve Party Statement of
the Workers and Communists

Joe Dougher, ex miner s yeter
an of American workingclass
struggle, & veteran officer of the
International Brigade in Spein,
and the National Chairman of
the Provisionad Organizing Com~
mittee for the Recoss§tution of
8 Marxist - Leninist Comwaniss
Party, is especlally equipped o
comment on the Krehmarek lot~
ters and the Bmith Aet trials,
A Communist Party member a8
the time, he was a codefendans
in the Cleveland trial, gleng with
Martin Chauncey, Anton Krehr
marek, and Lacille Bethaacsurt.

By JOE DOUGHER

The position taken by the Come=
munist Party leadership at the
Smith Act trials was one of eapi~
tulation and groveling before the
onslaught of the bourgeoisie.

First the defendants took the
position that ““we will not ad~
m't that we are Communists =
let them prove it.” This the gov-
ernment proceeded to do, mean
while creating in the minds of
the jury (and many workers ges
erally) the impression that thers

ing a Communist. In the eas
trials with only ome exception,
the defendants did not take the
stand as witneases, but instead

Marz

Boar Sriands used outs'de “experts” on
wodw ¢ lom.
.......‘:::'.':‘.:‘:.".".5‘2&."""’-'-. ' In the Cleveland trials, for the
Lo ey et mended ot vo 14 be hald e -¢c,n @ oot time the defendocts tonl
el d s Fin Wortee the witness atand to defend thelr
e fllsd & mstien wits the Zomr Ve redhes betl le §3,90 o sem rights and the Communist Party;
afentems. Pty -t o
=y ..‘:.:'.E:....:r mﬁ:&'&? (Continsed on page 4)
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the confidence of the Amer
Legality for CP's never comes as a “gift” from the ruling class “'M‘. the
of their spokesmen. It comes omly, omly asa result of the international movement.
P of the , the of toilers and other 4 i Thus the A 1068
strata of the population. lounding conference of the POG,
Wherever the bourgeoisie stamps its seal of approval on such 80d certain onr driends o
“Social’sts” as Norman Thomas, Muste or their ilk and gives them ©viled from

“legal” status, it only means that such *Socialists” are in the camp

seek

of the bourgeoisie, and it is no different for
bility and “legali i

“Communists”, whe

but who are yieldng to the general depression and are prepared to
proclaim the ‘struggle for legality’ at the first suecess of the counter-

utior,

“(A bourgeiois intellectual, who in the days of his younth joined
Social-D , s inclined, b of his petty-bourgeois psy-
chology, to give up the struggle in disgust: so it was, so it will be;
to defend the old illegal organization is hopeless, to create a mew
one is still more hopeless.)” (Selected Works, Vol. IV, pp 57-58).

" Observe where Krchmarek and Chauncey direct the main appeal
for support. Krchmarek says: “We have also approached the Cleve-
land Bar and the Cuyshoga Bar to consider the matter . .. We have
further taken the entire matter to the Cleveland daily newspapers—
specifically The Press, and the Plain Dealer,”

A campaign among the masses of workers and toilers is out of
the question. That would put them in bad with the same people they
are trying to “convinee”.

What a sham! Is this how communists should fight for legality?
Of course not. If communists should depend on the “good faith”
of the ruling class and their spok for their political exi:
then they will never be allowed to act as of a

using the tactic of holdi

to behave.

y" by p
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Winston in jail as a reminder to the whole leadership that they hed
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their class

ist line or else

The ruling class knows that the line of the CPUSA does ot
hurt them. The contrary is the truth. As a matter of fact, they

like that line.

In the N. Y.'ﬂ-n-o!Aprﬂ!.wvcmdlh.ldbrig:
“Communists in the United States are now reported under orders to

wear a ‘new look.”

“The House Committee on un-American Activities,

this today, said:

telling of
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nation.”

The ruling class likes that line so much
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VANGUARD

Housing: Opportunities

For Struggle

It is nearly a quarter of a
century since Roosevelt spoke of
®, . one third of a nation ill-fed,
il clothed and ill-housed.” The
situation as regards housing has

- mot, on the whole, improved, par
ticularly for working class and
low-income families. The myth,
eultivated by the large resl-estate
nterests, that low-income hous-
ing problems have been solved,
dhiat the eritical eituation is now
n “middle income” housing is so
@uch hogwash. It is a good many
years since anyone looking f{or an
apartment at less than $25 per
room in New York could expect
to find several vacancies from
which he might choose; usually
there are no vacancies at all.

. In most larger cities the prob
fem falls roughly into two-parts
— privately owned housing, and
®hublic” housing. With regard to
the first, this essentisl point is
obvious: That is to fight to re
tain and strengthen rent control,
to fight to reestablish it where
it has been repealed, to demand
@niversal rent-control coverage
of all housing. In the present
period of unemployment snd in
flation, this is a demand that
will get very wide support from
the working cluss and all sections
of the population.

Special measures are needed to
deal with landlords who prey on
fiegro, Puerto Rican and Span-
jch tamilies by ignoring building
and health regulations, subdivid:
ing already small apartments,
who ignore rent limits and then
@et off with, at most, token fines,
But demanda for stricter enforce:
ment of building codes are not
enough. In New York and similar
places the main demand should
be that if the landlord will not

V= pepuir his buildings the civg-must

step in and do it, billing the
landlord for the costs. Legal and
procedural details will vary from
one city to another and from state
to state, and we cannot here give
detailed blueprints. But the es
gential point is that the respon-
&ibility belongs to the landlord
and to the city. In some cities or
areas it might be worth while %o
consider campains for an arrange
ment whereby, if a landlord fails
to muke necessary repairs, tea"
ants would pay their rents into
a special fund out of which re-
pair costs would be paid. In New
York State, and perhaps in a few
other places, pressure should be
organized on the Rent Comm's:
sion to utilize mch more fre-
quently the policy, which it has
used occasionally, of reducing
rents to a nominal one dollar per
month until repairs are made.
Closely related to the above is
the need for organizing resist
anece to evictions where people are
“Being driven out of whole areas
¢6 make way either for luxury
apartments or for highrent of-
fice and commercial structures
There are many areas where
‘ there is a solid base, not only for
- demonstrations and petitions, but
for definite resistance to.evic
*¢ions, sit-ins, .moving fusrniture
*pack into apartments, ete. A mini-
“mal demand, in any.case, is for

: Vanguard
B Box 137

L Planetarfum Station
New York City

“Box 995 - Chicago 90, IHinois

Box 5034, Cleveland 1, Ohio

Published by the Provisional Or-
ganizing Committee for a Marx-
_ ist-Leninist Communist Party.

other housing that is completely

acceptable and no higher in ront
than what tenants have been pay-
ing.

A special point that has long
been neglected is the landlord
boycott of children. There is good
reason for believing that a cam-
paign — including demonstra:
tions and city-council petitions,
publicizing of names of landlords
and real estate agents who re-
fuse to rent to families with
children, picketing their offices
and homes, ete, would get very
wide support. The agents should
not be neglected in such a cam-
paign; nobody has to be a real
estate agent specializing in low-
rent apartments; they cannot
dodge their own personal respon-
sibility.

On the “public housing” side
there are some special problems,
“Public” housing has been one

Grant project in West Harlem,
for oxample, was quite openly a
sop worked up at the last minute
to help undermine tenants’ oppo
sition to the private “middle in-
come” Morningside Gardens pro-
ject; the latter, by the way in-
volved the eviction of about 2,000
families to make room for 600 or
700 high-rent apartments. The
New York City Housing Author-
ity has always been more con-
cerned with “slum clearance”, ie.
with improving real estate values,
than with providing housing that
workers can afford to rent. In
jts first 20 years the authority
built 78,000 new apartments, but
in the process it tore down 64,~
000 old (but by no means always
poor, unsafe or dilapidated)
ones.-This is an average net gain
of 700 new aparemtnts per year,
hardly an impressive achieve:
ment for the largest city in the
worl

These facts are an essential
background for any realistic pro-
gram in regard to housing. We de-
mand more new housi of

Joe Dougher

(Continued from page 3)
but there was no defense of Marx-
{st-Leninist theory. In fact, we
spent much of our time trying
to figure out how we could con-
vince ‘the jury that we believed
the path to socialism would be
“peaceful” and paved with the
roses of capitalist *democratic
processes”. We even asked the
court to try us without a jury—
to rely on the decision of a single
capitalist jude, but the court de-
nied the request.

Some of the defendants, in-
cluding myself and Lucille Beth-
ancourt had strong reservations
about these incorrect policies. We
did not fight these policies vigor-
ously; our wrong conception of
unity prevented us from dis-
associating ourselves from these
unprincipled positions.

The open capitulation, sell-out,
and betrayal of the workingclass
reached a peak in Puerto Rico.

course, much more. But new
housing takes time, and the im-

of the major d P s in the
past 20 years; a few theoretical
points should be noted. The Hous-
ing Authorities (the New York
one, with 75,000 tenants .is the
largest landlord in the world) are
not socialist enterprises; they are
not even public service enter-
prises comparable to the Post
Office or the Public Parks. They
are, rather, an extension of, an
integral part of, the real estate
trade as a whole, with their upper
administrative posts filled lurgely
from the big real estate firms.
Actually, the Housing Authori-
ties are interesting examples of
the interpenetration of monopoly
and the state wmachinery.

In New York City the plans
and policies of the Housing
Authority are closely integrated
with the development activities
of the biggest real estate firms,
and not infrequently are
nated to the latter. The General

mediate central demand must be
for an end to the demolition of
working class housing. As long
as there is a shortage of hous-
ing, destructon of existing hous-
ing should be stopped. If or when
the shortage disappears, the fact
will be demonstrated very simply
by refusal of people to live in
dirty, old and un:afe buildings,
and there w'll be time after that
for demolition. This means a
campaign for a drastic change in
the whole policy of the Hoysing
Authority (we are speaking of
New York, but the s'tuation else:
where is not fundamentally dif-
ferent). It means that large pro-
jects should be erected only on
the outskirts (with adequate
transit made available) or where

ach would mean many shifts

Lucy Bethancourt

(Continued from page 3)
Parties of the Socialist countries,
and applied to American . condi-
tions.

{ am for the reduction of bail
to a thousand dollars for each
defendant and the dismiseal of
the case altogether because it
wius conceived and carried odt
solely as an attack on the Amer-
ican workingclass.

I would associate myself with
a demand to drop the proceed-
ings against us to be sent to the
Justice Department and to be fol-
lowed up with an appeal to the
American workingcluss and their
all’es, asking them as individuals
and as organizations to demand
that the Justice Department
drop the proceedings against us
and all other victims of political
persecution. -

When we go to the working-
class and their allies, and tell
them we stand for Marxism-
Leninism, and explain °t to them
openly and show them we have
no other policy but what is in
their interest. and that it must
e an inegral and fundamental
part of the class struggle, we
will gain their support and not
be dependent on an uppeal to
bourgeois justice and its agents,
which ‘s the line of Titoism.

I cannot see my=elf appealing
to the same agents of Ameri
can imperialism who deliberately
frumed me and all of the others
who have fought in the vanguard
of the workingclass. I want to be
able proudly to take my case to
the workingclass and their al-
lies, the real American people.
I want to be in a position to ex-
po-e the rotten, corrupt Capi-
tal'st system and its agents who
are detrimental to and holding
back society.

I will not compromise myself
by an act of collusion with Amer-
ican imperialism,

in emphasis and admin‘stration
with the Housing Authority; but
these problems are solvable.

What was said above about the
need for organizing resistance to
evictions for new commercial pro-
jects applies equally to evictions
“sonsored by the Housing Author-
ity. Actually, the two are fre-
quently interwined — as in the
New York Coliseum deal and in
the Arts Center-Fordham Uni-
versity project a bit to the north.
Evictions should be fought, re-
gardless of who is “sponsoring”
them.

The housing problem 'is‘_nbt

In D ber 1956, William Pat:
terson and Alan Max were dis-
patched to Puerto Rico to make
sure the Puerto Rican Commun-
ist Party leadersh’p “understood”
the capitulationist line, and to
help the eleven indicted leaders
“prepare” for their Smth Act
trials.

Before the trial was due tq
begin, the Puerto Rican Party,
under the approving eyes of Pat
terson and Max, published a sta’ -
ment ealling for support for the
“Hungarian patriots”, and char
acteriz’ng the Soviet Union as
the bloodiest imperialists in the
history of the world! Wkhen the
trizl date arrived, it was post-
poned until April 1957!

Meanwhile, Cesar Andreu, the
Party’s ideological leader, was
awarded the Literary Prize of the
Year by the University of Puerto
R'co for an antiliberationist-

proceedings

ped. April came and went — the
trinls were postponed indefinite-
Iy.

When the final decicion was
handed down in the spring of
1938, the Appeal Court ruled
that 1) The Communist Party of
Puerto Rico was not and is not
subversive; 2) Its leaders are not
Moscow-controlled; 3) Two of the
wvefendants who lost the'r jobs

.should rteceive retroactive pay

going back to 1950 (8 years).
Judge Polo stated when vacating
the proceedings against the de-
fendants that the Puerto Rican
Ci ist Party was not a

fully solvable under

But these and s‘milar measures
would help to lessen the worst
pressures.

This article, submitted by a
reader, begins a discussion of the
housing problem. In our next is
sue, we will continue the discus-
sion, looking at other aspects—
in particular the past and pres
ent role of the Communist Party
U.S.A., left centers, and possi-
bilities for mass action. We wel-
come letters and articles on this
subject from our readers. —

Editor

Vanguard

New York, New York

I encloze $109 for a one

year subscription.

1 would like further infor-

mation about POC.

criminal conspiracy, but that the
Nationalist Party (dedicated to
Puerto Rican independence) was
such a conspiracy.

Nor were the acquitted Party
leaders abandoned in the cruel
compet'tive economic arera. No
desperate struggle against black-
lists for them: Cesar Andreu now
holds a job as a script writer for
the government television sta-
tion; Pablo Garcia is established
in ore of the largest and plushi
est law offices in San Juan; Juan
Saez Corales works for a furni-
ture y holding exclusiv

(Continued from page 2)

Time or space does not allow
me to list all the reasons for the
sickness in the old CPUSA, but
I sure do know who can do same
thing about it. Yes, that's right.
YOU and only YOU my com-
rades inside or outside the old
CPUSA. . . If you are beginning
to feel sick and constipated with
revis'onism why don't you come
on over and join us in the PRO-
VISIONAL ORGANIZING COM-
MITTEE FOR THE RECON-
STITUTION OF A MARXIST-
LENINIST COMMUNIST PAR-
TY. Where everything is healthy
and growing. Where the elogan
“Workers of all countries unite™
is put inte practice.

- May, 1959
After "“‘
speaking in Philedelphia charaes

was she in on the deal?

When Patterson returned from
Puerto Rico, he reccommended
the liquidatich of the Puerto
Rican Communist Party on the
ground that it was “riddled with
left-sectarianism”!

ures”. Of. course, the working=
class does not qualify for inclus
sion in this exalted category.
The Bill Tanner of the Cleves
land Press named by Krchmarelk
ard Chaincey as a great liberal
because of his “objective reporte
ing is same Tanner who play*
ed a particularly viscious vole be-
fore and during the trial. In ag
open attempt to intim'date the
jury to guarantee convictions, he
insisted that pictures of the jury

Only about twe months ago,
one of these “leaders” in Ohio
asked a comrade to accept an as”
signment to work in the Cedar
Central d'strict, a one-time n&-
tional concentration

that if they advocsted thoss
pi neiples, would be faced
ith going teo H

Nobody will be fooled for

THE CLASS ENEMY!

Literature

Of the POC
Against Opportunism 35¢
For a Revolutionary Posi-
tion on the Negro
Question 35¢
Two Roads 35¢

Resolution on the Jew-
ish Question 15¢
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