~ Women and the
Working Class

Born out of the struggle of American working-class wo-
men fighting for women’s rights to vote and initiated by the
internationally known German Communist leader Clara Zet-
kin. “International Women's Day” marks a yearly high point

in the
rights.
It was Lenin who pointed out
as long ago as 1907 that the
Woman Question must be spe-
cifieally mentioned in Socialist
—» programs because of the spe-
~- cific - problems, needs, and de:
* sires of working-class women. A
key point in the fight for So-
~ cialism is whether or not the
fight for Women's rights is
merged with the fight for So-
- cialism. for Women are part of
the “Regular Army” of the pro-
letariat and of decisive impon-
tance.

struggle for women's

From the dawn of class strug-
gle, women have been in the fore-
front of the movement of the op-
pressed, and it is no accident that
the banners of Marxism-Lenin-
ism hawe attracted to their ranks
the finest and most courageous
women of the world.

Throughout the Lat'n Ameri-
can countries women are an in
tegral part of the struggle for
peace and for nolitical and eco-
nomic freedom. Can we ever for-
get the fact that it was the
Puerto Rican women who oran-
ized the first demonstration in
the Americas aga'nst the send-
ing of soldiers to fight in Ko-
rean? And the Puerto Rican
mother and worker, Mrs. Lolita
LeBron, still languishing in an
American prison, a victim of
Yankee oppression?

“The latest concrete evidence of
the .revolutionary forces and
power of women has been given
by the women of Cuba; many took

t'nue to fight for the political

THE MARXIST-LENINIS

VANG

"\Without a Revolutionary Theory

There can be no Revolutionary Practice ¢

UARD &

freedom of the Negro p

Mrs. Rosa Ingram, imp

by the Southern white suprema-
sists; Mrs, Willie McGee who
helped to launch a national strug
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gle in def of her husband; e

and the millions of others who
daily fight oppression. discrimi-
nation and oconomic slavery in
shops, offices, farms and homes.
La Passionaria, Clara Zetkin,
Mother Bloor, Krupskaya—what
magnifient roles they have played
in the struggles for humanity.
Millions of women have recog-
nized thet only under Socialism
will women gain complete equali-
ty, for only under Socialism will
women be able to take part in
productive and cutural pursuits
on an equal level with men. Com:
munist women, mindful of the
fact that the fight for reforms
and day-to-day struggles are ne-
cessary steps along the way, have ®
placed themselves in the fore-
front of these strugles.
Throughout the world — hun
dreds of million of women, led
by Communist Women, are cele
brating “International Women's g
Day". :
Marx’st-Leninists  honor alle
women on their day — we honor
especially the brave Communis
and non-communist who hav
shown their mettle in the strug-
gle of world-wide dimensions and
in the everyday fight. From the
colonially oppressed women of
Algeria, to the Women of China
making the “Big Leap” — from

the women of the USSR, help-e.

ing to lay the foundat'ons of§
% s

up arms to berate the

S - - drom—tho - tyranny
of Batista, the satrap of Yan-
kee imperialism.

The history of the American
worker is replete with the mag-
ficent struggles of the thousands
of known and unknown Negro

_ women, who, folowing in the foot-
steps of Harriet Tubman, con-

to the women of
France fighting against DeGaul-

POC Greetings to XXI Congr;ss

Communism Is The Future!

The Provisional Committee for
the Recmstituton of a Marxist-
Leninist Communist Party in the
United States extends warmest
fraternul greetmgs to the 2l1st
Congress of the C i

especially indebted to the as-
sistance of the international
Communist movement and first
of all to the CPSU, This com-
radely assistance enabled Amer-
ican C ists to expose the

Party of the Soviet Union.

— In the spirit of proletarian
internat'onalism, we working e
class American Ci ists, Ne- C t

apportunist theories of *“Amer-
ican-exceptional’sm” advanced by
the leadership of the American
Party headed by

gro and white, salute the glorious
CPSU whose theoretical clarity,
ndissoluble ties with the toiling
masses, and heroic devotion first
made possible the transformation
of s i from an idea, into
iving, invincble reality.

The October Revolution was
the dawn of peace for a world
ravaged by imperialist war. The
unmatched sacrifice and struggle

of the Soviet people led by the -

CPSU struck the main blow
against the fascist enemy in
World War 1I end kept war from
our American shores.

We hail the fact that today,
a socialist world of a billion peo-
ple forges ahead in unshakable
unity, led by the Soviet Union.
The Communist Parties of these
soeinlist in N b

le fascism — women stand in the
barircades of struggle. On this
Internztional Women'’s Day we
pledge our all to the fight for
the full equality of women and to
bring about that system whic
will guarantee it.

Ann Lewis & J'm Baryg

n -
1957 summarized the present
stage of the world struggle for
Socialism, Peace, Democracy, Na-
tional Liberation and the eco-
nomic security of the people —

in the historic Marxist-Leninist
12-Party Declaration.
American  Communists  are

Lovestone and again by Brow-
der. We American Communists
are beneficiaries of the fraternal
theoretical help of the CPSU
which made possible a scientific
Marxist-Leninist analysis of the
true nature of the Negro Ques-
tion in the United States as that
of an oppressed nation and na-
tional minority. True Marxist-
Leninists in our country are again
responding to the leadership of
the international movement. We
teke our stand on the unqualified
endorsement  of the 12-Party
Declaration in the struggle
against revisionism.

Today when our working class
is beginning to feel and resist

the burd of the g g

economic recession, when the Ne-
are heing subjected to

increwsing repression and deter-
minedly struggling for their
rights and freedom; when our
people are beginning to see
through the curtain of lies and
pro-war moves of the State De
partment, and when in our
hemisphere the colonial people

of Latin America are in a revor
lutionary upsurge for national
liberation, our working class
finds itself without a revolu
tionary vanguerd. once
heroic Communist Party has been
run aground into the reef of op~
portunism by a revisionist-con®
ciliationist cabal which has:

1. Refused to endorse the 12
Party Declaration

2. Rejected the necessity for
the dictatorship of the pro~
letariat

3. Abolished the vanguard role
of the Party

4. Rejected the duty of prole~
tarian internationalism

5. Eliminated the Leninist
principles of Party organ-
ization

As a result of these ideological,

theoretical and organizational
betrayals of Marxism-Leninism,
our Party was split by the

present leaderhip when it em-
barked on a course of expelling
the most consistent Marxist-
Leninist forces, while coddling and
tolerating the open revisionist,

in _the
Party.
The Party's 2,000 odd mem=
it has been

revisionist policies) lie in a state

of total political stagnation and

demoralization. As late as June
(Continued on page 4)

Help Stop Frameup!

The United States Govern-
ment, in the tradition of capital-
ist “justice” t_pified by the Sac-
co-V - nzetti, Rosenberg, and Sobell
frame-u)s, is demanding the liber-
ty #nd vossibly the I'ves of three
writers, John and Sylvia Powell,
and Julian Schuman.

Schuman and the Powells, as
editors of the American maga-
zire “New China Review", were
indicted in 1956 on charges of
“sedition” based on articles which
they printed, expos'ng the war-
like policies of the United States
in the Far-East; they reported
Korean and Chinese charges of
germ-warfare by the United
States aggressive forces in Ko-
rea. When in January 1959 the
prosecution case collapsed in a
mistrial, ‘the government: began
new proceedings to ind’ct them
for “treason”.

The continuing persecution of
these writers signifies the despe-
ration of the American ruling
cireles to maintain an atmosphere
of continuous war hysteria. They
try to suppress the true facts of
Amer'can aggression abroad by
persecutions and intim’dations.

Only immediate mass protests
can abort th's new chapter in the
infanous history of American
ruling class frame-up “justice”.
We urze a flood of letters to At-
torney-Generzl Rogers ‘n Wash-
inton, D. C., demanding the dis-
missal of all charges. We urge
financial support to the Powell-
Sl Defense C i , Box
1808, San Francisco, Calif.

Make all checks and - money
orders payable to ARMANDO
ROMAN.

The Economic Situation

Il — The “Official
Theory” and
“The Opposition”

The official I'ne of the bour-
geoisie, as advanced in the Pres-
ident's 1959 E. ic Report

Rag-Tag “Theory” for
Bob-Tail “Facts”

As far as the theory of poli-
tical economy is concerned, the
view of the government econom-
ists, as set forth in the President’s

(p. 133) is that “. , . the reces-
sion may now be regarded as
having ended in April (1958).”
At the same time, the line of
the “back-benchers” and of some
of the “oppos’tion” may be said
to be “Yes, but the recession was
ended by increasing government
expenditures.”

The ove line is worthy of the
other: For, on the one hand, the
recession is not over; and, on the
other hand, government spending
cannot (contrary to Keynes)
suspend the law governing the
cyclic motion of capitalist
economy.

The government economists
sperk of a few “weakspots,”
such as “employment, invest-
ment, capacity utilization and a
number of other factors.” They
cite the hoped for “high con-
sumer spending,” “the resump-
tion of rising business expen-
ditures for plant and equipment,”
and “a further slow'ng down in
the rate of inventory liquidation
and then a resumption of in-
ventory build-up.” On this basis
they ossure us that “the economy
is now in the full swing of
economic recovery.” (Government
economists’ v'ews cited in New

*York Times, November 16,
1958.)

E ic Report, may be sum-
marized as follows:
“Inherent features of our

economy” which (they contend)

brought about a “good recovery”

were

a) “our free competitive in-
ey N

¢) the system of graduated per-
sonal income taxes.

Having drummed up such a

of undenlable historical interest
that a President, who so faith~
fully incarnates the spirit of
Herbert Hoover, finds it proper

today to boast of
i and the

3

d per

bob-tailed array of one-sided
“facts” (which we  di d in
last month’s installment) the

government economists have with
3 e

sonal income tax as “recession~
resisting factors of our com~

perfect %
their “facts” with a rag-tag
“theory.”

Points “a,” “b” and “c” were
jut as “inherent” in our economy
in 1929 as they are in 1959. The
only d*ff are that there

of saving, b
and finance”;

b) “the character of our peo"
ple” as expressed in

i) “their industry and
resourcefulness”

ii) “their capacity to take
a confident and balanc

ed view of the Na-
tion’s = economic pros-
spects”;

“long-term structural change
in our economy such as

i) “the increased propor-

tion of American work-

ers being employed in

industries and occupa-

tions not readily af-

<)

fected by economic
downturns”
ii) *“the businesr practices

of long-terr: planning

for the enlargement of
operations.”

In addition to such “inherent

features,” the government cites

- the “recession-resisting” effects

of such elements of “our econ:

omy” as

d) unemployment compensation
payme’ s

have been

a) a vast growth of monopoly
domination of industry and
finance; and

b) the emergence of American

P It is well
known that it was radical work*
ers, Socialist and Communst, and
is *“egg - heads”
(as they are contemntuously
called by the reactionaries) — it
was these whose agitation and
struggles are responsible for the
passage of these meaures. On
the other hand, it was the
spiritual forefathers of our curs
rent government economists who
decades ago swore before God

imperialism as ‘leader of the that the gradusted income tax
free world” and the cor- and ployment 0ee
responding development of would destroy “free enterprise.
state poly itali As forting #s such ob*
which more and more diretly servations may be, however, it
subordinates the govern- would be a mistake to think that
ment to the interests of a these measures — aimed at tak-
handful of laurge corpora- ing from the rich and giving to
tions; the poor — could promote the

¢) a steady increase of economic

parasit’sm, including non-
productive  economic  ac
tivities.

If the inherent qualities of
American imperialism could not
prevent the depression of the
1930’s, then the extended develop-
ment of these same inh t

cyclical recovery of capitalist
profit-making. If proof of this
is wanted, it is sufficient to
note that the bourgeoisie (liberal
and i y) are pursui
today the policy of reducing
unemployment com p e nsation
(through liquidating the emer
gency federal payments for ex
ding state benefits 13 weeks}

qualities cannot be cited as a
gusrantee of the ability of “our”
economy to “resist contractive
pressures.”

As for points “d” and “e” it is

and of shifting the tax burden
even further than it has been
already from the rich to the
backs of the working people.
(Continued on page 2)
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Page 2
But the most significant
aspect  of the theory of the

Eeonomic Report is its conistent
adherence to the theme that govs
ernment spending is a secondary

and non-essential factor in the
current economic picture,

The s nee of this thema
in the Presid leport lies in
the followin

1) It tends to conceal the ex-

onists whose
s the belief
covernment

cronomic eyele,

reformist

common
in the abilit
to control the

Serious Theoretical
Challenge
‘ithin the
I, however,
who sharnly empt
tion of ernme
they

ranks of monopoly
there are those
husize the ques:
spending be-

cise

ationary t
defic’ts may have money-
capital. These, the “fiscal con-
vatives,” tress the ve actor

the

Economic  Report
the effect of gove
on the economic
We cite two

ich
underpl:
ernment
situation in
example,
Speaking of the first-to-third:
auarter rise in  gross national
raduct, the business investment
advisory organ  Moody's  Stock
Survey, October 20, 1958, stated:
“The entive rise . . . could be
accounted  for by government
spending.” It showed that while
during that period the annual
rate of gross nat'onal product
voxe by only S$14 billion, the
Treasury rate of spending in=
creased by $16.7 billion, (Cited
m Labor Rcse.ll(h Association

serious yet by the cumulas
tive effect of revisionism and
conc’liationism in the field of
political economy as practiced by
the leadership of the old CPUSA,
Yet, it must be tackled by Marx-
ists or else the defense of not
only the Marxist theory of eco-
nomic ¢ but of political
economy in general becomes im=
possible. Marxist-Leninists must
tuke up this challenge for the
alternative is surrender to Key
nesim, the theory of *“balanced
economic growth™ through mo-
nopoly capitalist state intervens
tion in the economy,

more

Legislation Bills vs,

Economic Laws

For lh"z reason we are forced
to take issue with the theoretical
line advanced explicitly and im-

plicitly in the Perlo article in
regard to the current economic
situation.

Perlo  begins his article by
saying:
“Last March I wrote that the

decline !)u-n under way was a
rezl crisis of overproduction,
That was correct. o . . [ wrote
that  hard would last
for two or vears. That
holds up  (remains true—ed.)
for worke

he umlmum, “I expected
downturn to last longer
wrote that it would be

the
and
followed by a depression, with

output staying at or near the

low point.  That was inuee

curate.”

Instead, he states, the economy
emerged from the crisis of over-
production and  eéntered the
recovery phase, without a period
of stagnation (depression.) This
is mot, he emphasizes, a mere
fluctuation in the context of a
general decline, declaring that
“The leco\ery went beyond the
bounds of a ‘pause on the way

$ort = X’d'\'emﬁer s down:” The recovery he explains

l' H) thus: “Military spending and

The August issue of lhe New  action was the key to the
York eral  Reserve Bank  recovery

Review opined that “much of the
explanat’on”™ of *the favorable
turn of events ... is to be found
in the ma support provided
by the Government sector. .
Within nine months, the Re\xe\\
declsved . . . Government
sector turned 1 4 net saver
with a $3 billion annual surplus
to o net spender with a deficit

S

of 2125 bllion.”

The same theme is stresed
from another quarter. The “so-
cialist  minded” National Guar-

dian, (Jun, 12, 1959) carried an
article by the \\ell known and
. Victor Perlo,
“military ~puuhng key
to econom’c upturn.”

In insisting upon the decisive
importance of ased zovern-
ment spending in 1958 economic
developments, these writers are
absolutely’ correct.

But when the fiscal consers
vatives or even the “sodia
minded” conclude that this in-
cerased government spending has
produced a cyclical recovery —
th(n we part company with them,
that the well-known
economist Eugen
correct in his com-

s meuasures
3 government
(-onllihnlo toward overcoming the

» incorrect to say
meusures cannot
nfluence on the
¢ would be even les
such

<orrect to say that men-
sures can stop the deepeinig of
the sis.”  (PProblem of the
Post-War Industrial Cyele and
the New Cri of Overproduc:
tion,” by Eugene Varga, June
1958, p. 21.)

The “recovery-by-governmen:-
spending” argument represents an
inescapable challenge to Ma m
on the ideological front. This is
a more serious problem than that
posed by the falsified official

ypress releases. It has been made

One is compelled to conclude
that Perlo is advancing the fol-
lowing theoretical propositions:

1) that laws made by legislative
enactment can supercede eco-
nomic laws of development;
that a capitalist cyclical
crisis can be cut short and
turned into a recovery simply
by the will of the bour
geosie;

3) that the U.S. bourgeois’e
has found a way of eliminat-
ing the stagnation phase of
the economic cyele.

Before going into the theoretical
polemices, however, let us raise
another question, though briefly,
Let us assume that Perlo is right,
for the moment. Then what is to
be the situation for the next
yvear or two? Profits for tae
companies will go up. Govern-
ment  spending  for armaments
will be high since this is “the
key to the recovery.” But there
will be “two or three years hard
times for the workers™ (this part
of his prediction Perlo says re-
mains valid.)

The obvious

question in con-

templating such a prospect is:
What makes Perlo think the
workers will submit to such a

situation? Yet, on the other hand,
if they do not submit. the entire
perspect've suggested by Perlo
vanishes in air. In short, if one
seeks to substitute the program
of the capitalist class for ob-
Jjective economic laws — then he
must be prepared to allow equal
to the program of th
working class. This seems scar-
cely to enter into Perlo's picture
of thi except in a few con-

cluding rue rhetorical ques-
tions in his article.
But  the iding  theoretical

principle is this: Economic laws
overate independently of the will
of either cap’talists or workers.
It is impossible to supercede these
luws with “programs” — govern-
ment arms  spending  programs

being no exception,

Perlo’s theme from beginning
to end is precisely the contrary:
That the program of military
spending is all-decisive, not only
for the past year but also for
the future. He cites three possible
prospects  for future economic
developments, each one of which
depends upon the decision of the
bourgeoisie:

1) “Should the free-spenders
win out, a more feverish
semi- ]\ll)\])('lll) is in pros-
pect. . .

2) “Should the fiscal conser
servatives get the upper
hand, declining tendencies
will  soon reassert t'em-
selves. , , ."

3) “With a compromise in
policy (our emphasis — ed.),
the life expectancy of the

recovery will not be very
long, and its chances of
reaching a new peak not

very good.”

As between prosperity
a “feverish semi-prosperi
and an economic crisis, who

would hesitate? Perlo does warn
that such
not

a prosperity ‘“‘would
prevent another crisis of
oduction with'n a few
' But is that not what
Io said we had last March?

If “military spending” pulled the
economy out of a crisis of over-
production in 1958 (which is
Perlo’s theme), then why can it
not do it the next time, with the
cost being paid, if necessary, out
of the accumulations of the in-
wervening “‘semi-prosperity™?

- If the question of a depression
now or a depression later, were
merely a matter of a choice of
policy of the bourgeoisie, then
no capitalist — whose com-
petitive life depends upon the
mot rapid turnover of his capital
— would lose a second from the
mad drive for present profits in
worrying about tomorrow’s pos
sible cris’

Yet, such is the very imphcr
tion of Perlo’s counter-posing of
the line of the “free-spenders"”
to that of the “fiscal conser-
vatives.” To say that the dif-
ferences between these two
zroups is rooted in their oppos-
ing views regard'ng the dangers
of inflation — so much is cor-
rect. But to attempt to project
this further as a controversy
among capitalists over whether
to have an economic crisis ‘soon’
or “within a few years” — such
» theory is alien to the Marxist
sc’ence of political economy —
and to any other brand of sound
logic,

Fiscal Conservatives
Furthermore, it is a most seri-
ous and potentially harmful error
to imply, as Perle does, (or at
least to give grounds for the in-
ference), that “the war danger
will increase™ only if the “free-
spenders” w'n out in the policy
argument among the monopolists,
Their “family-quarrel” with the
fiscul conservatives are merely
differences over the policy of de-
ficit. financing vs. pay-as-youwyo;
or, inflation v sound money™,
The following quotation from
the Wall Street Journal, one of

National Committee
Meets in Cleveland

The Second Plenum of the Pro-
visional Organiz'ng Committee
took place at Cleveland on the
week-end of February 21st and
22nd. This enlarged meeting of
the National Committee of the
POC had representatives from
many areas in the East and the
mid-West. Overflowing enthusi-
esm greeted the main political
report delivered by Armando Ro-
man.

Comrade Roman’s report start-

ed wth an analysis of the inter-
national situation and the great
historical significance of the 21st
Congress of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union.
“World imperialism has entered
the period of its death agony,
while the Socialist sectors of the
world with the Soviet Union in
the lead marches triumphantly
to its undeviating goal of world
Socialism and Communism”, he
said, in summarizing.

The report then traced the
achievements of the different
state areas in implementing and
developing the line and the deci-
sions of the 1st Plenum, which
took place in New York City last
November. The main purpose of
the November Plenum he stated,
was to consolidate the organiza-
tion and movement of the POC.

Roman then set forth the tasks
ahead which he characterized as
the “necessary phase of expan-
sion and growth”. The reporter
clearly pointed out that not only
will the existing membership of
the “old Party” begin to see
through the demagogy of fthe
corrupt leadership, but also that
the lack of a “Party” line of

o6

struggle practically leaves al}
fields open to us.

This growth and expansion will
be determined by the degree te
which we can attain full clarity
on the need for the “outward mos«
tion into struggle” which should
be the main slogan of this pere

The main political report was
followed by a report by A, Mas
rino on the status and growth
of “Vanguard”, Comrade Ma<
rino reported increasing tempo
of growth as expressed in the
number of subscriptions that are
com’ng in from every corner of
the United States. Letters ol
solidarity and agreement with
the line of the “Vanguard”, and
the requests for the material pube
lished by the organization test{e
fies to the growing influence of
the POC.

After the reports by Comrades
Roman and Marino the different
areas reported on their day-to~
day work. This was indeed g
heartening experience. Area aftep
area spoke of their activities,
meetings recruiting, collection of
funds, ete. All areas exuded ope
timism and confidence as they
spoke modestly, yet proudly, of
the ascending curve of their or=
kanizat'on and their political ae*
tivities.

Comradely challenges to sociale
ist competition were projected
and sccepted by some areas,

After the area report sessiom,
the general discussion ensued,
The rich of the di
was another tribute to the ma-
tur'ty of the POC movement.

(Continued on page 4)

Negro Question

“line”

Two Roads

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

the most emiment b of
tne fiscal conseyvatives, illus-
trates this po’nt perfectly:

I=ny people think the in-
crease (in government spending
Ed.) comes from increased
svending for defene . . . But cer-
tainly it is not correct — or
honest — to blame increased de-
fense spending for bigger and big-
ger budgets®, — Editorial, Nov.
11, 195

The ed’torial identifies the fis-
cal culprits as federal expendi-
tures for “labor and welfave”,
education, veterans, formers, ete.
Is that not almost exactly the
line of the newly proposed Eisen-
hower budget?

It is wrong to advance a thesis
whose logic would lead the peace
movement to expect to find allies

(Continued on page 4)

launched the POC

Question by a
By Meir Vilner

August Conference

CERRRER

e e it

Literature of the POC

Against Opportunism
The first document issued by the
Marxist Leninist Caucus in the C.P. ;,..........

35¢

For a Revolutionary Position on the

A devastating polemic against the C.P. present
on the Negro Question and a defense of
the concept of a Negro Nation
And the right of self determination of the
Negro p'eople in the Black Belt.

35¢

A comparison between the line of the Internatiome
al Communist Movement and the policies adopted
at the 16th NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THR
COMMUNIST PARTY

35¢

seessenns

tion on the Jewish Question
Adopted at the August 16-17th Conference which

15¢

ceee

Marxism or Revisionism
Main report delivered at the August Conference,

Marxism, Humanism and Hyman Levy
A review of H. Levy’s book: Jews and the National
leading Israeli Communist

35¢

On the Question of Youth. . .
Report of a teen-age member to the
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Massacre in S.

Denounced By Ambassador

The massacre in Phu-Loi, South Vietnam,
is the most barbaric political crime of recent
times, the Ambassador of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam told a Prague press
conference on January 29th,

The mass murder in the Phu-Loi concen-
tration camp. which lies 33 kilometers from
the South Vietnam capital of, Saigon and
covers an area of 120 hectares, and which
in June, 1958, housed 6,000 prisoners, oc-
curred on December 1st of last year, when
the inmates were given a ration of poisoned
rice. On that day 1,000 prisoners died and
the rest were close to death,

In agony, the prisoners called for help,
and some of them succeeded in climbing

Vietnam Camp

oners who survived were moved to another
camp, and the Phu-Loi camp was filled with
other prisoners,

Asked why such camps exist at all, the §
Ambassador replied that they are part of $
the campaign of repression by the South
Vietnam authorities who, at the instigation $
of the United States, arrest everyone who $
expresses dissatisfaction with the present 3
situation in South Vietnam, who is suspect-
ed of anti-American feelings, or who de-
mands a change in South Vietnam policy.

Every such manifestation is taken as -4
proof of “communist thinking” and ruthless- ~
ly prosecuted. The camps contain not only &
men, but women and children from all strata ®

onto the roofs of the barracks to attract
the attention of the local inhabitants. The
guards answered the appeal by opening fire,
which resulted in additional deaths. To dis-
guise the cause of the uproar. which resi-
dents in the neighborhood heard, the guards
set fire to several of the barracks.

The local citizens were aroused, none-
theless, and their spontaneous protest on
behalf of the prisoners was brutally sup-
pressed by the Ngo-dinh-Diem police.

The Government of the Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam immediately made rep-
resentations to the International Inspection
and Control Commission in Hanoi and asked
for an investigation. Premier Ngo-dinh-
Diem, in an effort to disguise the traces of
the massacre; had the report circulated that
cholera had broken out in the camp. To
make investigation more difficult, the pris-

tion

of the popul The prisoners are tor-
tured daily and their food is a handful of
rice and a little warm water.

The Association of Czechoslovak Lawyers
has sent the International Commission in
Hanoi a telegram of protest condemning the
mass murder of the prisoners in the Phu-
Loi camp. This murder, says the protest,
which recalls the criminal methods of the
nazis, is a gross violation of the most fun-
damental principle of international law,

Reprinted from Prague-Newsletter

NOTICE

Contributors to Vanguard are urged te mail in
all materials for the April issue by March 20th,
THE DEADLINE IS MARCH 23rd.

oty Yoo

iin the Strugs

~ By JUANITA DIAZ

20 years was the prison sen-
tence meted out to Lorenc’o Pena

recently by a Franco court.
Pena, a Basque, who was wean-
ed in the workers struggles for
a decent life, took up arms im-
diately when the Spanish Re-
publie was attacked by the Fran-
co hordes — this was in Bilbao
in 1936, In 1938 after Bilbao had
fallen) Pena fought in Asturias,
and upon receiving orders from
the Swvanish Government, Loren-
© ¢'or Pena made his way through
enemy territory into Loyalist Ca-
telonia. As a captain in the Ca-
rabineros, he fought the Franco

armies until with h's unit he was
ordered to march into France.

Pena lived fo: the day when he
would be able to get back into
the struggle in Spa‘n. Freed from
the French concentration camp.
he went to Santo Domingo and
then to the United States where,
with no knowledge of the lan-
gu-ge, he joined the U.S. army.
He was in the Pacific campaign
with the 2rd regiment of the 77th
division, won two citat’ons and a
Purple’hean. Honorably discharg-
ed as’a sargent Pena came to
New York to continue the strug-
gle.

I worked closely for over four
years with Pena in the day to day

activities of exposing Spnhh‘

fascism and U.S. collaboration
with the enemy of the Spanish
people; Pena was a tireless
fighter in this strugg.e.

When Lorencio disappeared
from the scene in New York, 19
knew he had not abandoned the
fight against Franco fascism.®
Then came the news of Pena’s ar-
rest and sentence in Spain.

Pena is a living symbol of the
Span'sh peovle interned in one
big concentration camp. The

American people must raise their
A -

by A. MARINO
“Laureates” of the Empty Phrase,

Life haz a funny way of asserting itself. Try as he
may, the faker can not hide his deceit, and sooner or later
it begins to show. Our experiences in the struggle to ree
constitute a real fighting Communist Party provides many
examples of this,

Some are humorous, others tragic, and many jus
plain eriminal,

We refer particalarly to the plight of “The Worker™
and “The Peoples World”. These publications. heroic and
glorious in the past in the field of battle against the class
enemy, have changed. They just ain’t what they used to
be. Both weeklies, because of their politically wishy-washy,
line have been reduced to pseudo-marxist demagogy, boure
geois sentimental drivel, and daydreams that have no basis
in reality.

For a lesson on masterful demagogy, one need only
follow some of Dennis’ phony polemics “against” Tito Re-
visionism or Weinstones’ “two-front war” articles “against™
Revisionism and Dogmatism; if one be still unconvinced,
read some of the official Party declarations that are printed
in “The Worker” or the “Peoples World”, You ean't help
but notice the long winded programs that have little or nothe
ing to say and any one of which could be found in any of 8
dozen other non-Marxist organizations.

As for the bourgeois sentimental drivel, one need only
read Colons’ (The Worker) dissertations on the art of read-
ing in the bathtub, or Gurley Flynn's periodic excursions
into the past. or of Mason Robersons’ wandering in Golden
Park watching the cherry blosoms bloom. to realize that
here are writers with little or nothing political to say.

As for the daydreaming, follow some of the fantasies
spun by Mike Gold on the future election of Harry Bridges
as president of the United States. and youll gei the idea
of what is happening to these once militant publications.

Many rank and file Communists who admit to the Par
ty’s illness and the bankruptey of its leadership, live in the

hope that the old Party will “stagi eif out.” i
have resorted to placing M‘MH “owT

that the “line” stands so thoroughly exposed), yet all indi.
cations are that these individuals, who are suppossed to
put the Party back on the correct path, have become willing
prisoners of the partys’ class-collaborationist line,

Take the case of the man who wrote “The Hollow Men™
and “Jews Without Money”. Here is a guy who was loved
by us all for his contributions to proletarian literature. The
only possible defense that some of his present day fantasies
might have, would be that Mike is laying low and therefore
avoiding coming into any head on claghes, with “Peaceful
Transition”. “The Anti-Monopoly Coalition” or any of the
other empty phrases that make up the Party line.

Now some of our milquetoast allies, who claim aggre-
ment with us on principle and disagreement on “tactics”,
are d ding that we lay off attacking the Party or face

voice in angry protest d g
that the U.S. State Department
intervene in freeing a man who §
fought for American freedom.

International Women’s Day Celebration

FRIENDS — MEMBERS — FAMILIES

meet to pay tribute to women the world over}

Separate children’s program under adult supervision

Sunday, March 8, 1959

2-5P. M,

NEW YORK POC

— ADMISSION FREE —

Central Plaza Annex
40 E. 7th St. (2-3 Aves), N. Y. C.

'.......'..'..Q...l................“................Q...

the charge of being anti-party. To these people we must
reply: “Comrades what you are asking us to do is remain
silent witnesses to the greatest anti-party conspiracy in
the history of the Communist movement in America. How
can one be anti-Party if our Party has been scuttied? There-
fore if you want to label us. then at least do it correctly. Say
that we are anti-nothingness!

And to those who would defend the pelitical nosedive
taken by The Worker, The People World. and their writers,
with a cry of “What is wrong with recalling our heroic pass
or dreaming of & better future?”, we aswer:

“Leninism holds that everything depends on the condl-
tions, time, and place”. In order to learn from the past, and
forsee the future we must be able to understand and es~
plain the present! .

The Vanguard is striving to uphold the best traditions
of the working class. and work for the future. by engaging
in the class struggles of today, and upholdng the most
fundamental interests of our class!

" SUBSCRIBE NOW — CONTRIBUTE NOW
THE VANGUARD

VANGUARD

Box 137

Plunetarium Station
New York, New York

Make all checks and momey onders payabie to
ARMANDG ROMAN
NAME SERHE
ADDRINE - oo i N S
& o el e N, RS
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The Economic Situation

among the “fiscal conservatived”,

Again, the question which di-
vides the “free spenders” from
the “fiscal conservatives” in the
ranks of monopoly capital is not
whether to spend for prosperity
or to save. Rather it is merely
how best 1o put the burden of
the present and continuing re-
cession on the shoulders of the
masses, Negro and white, whether
that be accomplished by the “in.
direct” method of inflation and
more or less “hidden’ tax in-
creaes; or by the “direct” meth-
od of wage-cuts and increased
withholding  taxes and sales
taxes; or u combination of the
two methods.

The  *“free spenders” cannot
i the country prosperity,
“semi” or otherwise. And, the
“fiscal conservatives” will not

serve the cause of disarmament
and peace, any more than the
“free spenders” will,

IV — Marxist Theory
Of Economic Cycle

We have thus far relied upon
certain  assertions about *eco-
laws of capitalist develon-
“phases of the economic
and “the Marxist science
of political economy”. We have
felt free to do o since the Guar.
dian article also assumed o de-
gree of familiarity with such con-
cepts on the part of its read-
ers: We hope by sounding such
fundamental chords to arouse our
readers to an awareness that
what might appear to he subtle
or insubstantial points of theo-
sl difference, in th's inst-
lead to irreconcilable dif-
< over pr ely  those
fundamental concepts. Now. how-
ever, we must prove that such is
the present case and that our
theory is zound while that of tue
Guardian article is wrong,

For that purpese we shall focus

our-attention” onf” three key: theo-

retical 'problems: 1) The current
economic Situation in relation to
the Marxist theory of the capi-
talist economic cycle; 2) The ef-
fect of the general grisis of world
capitali on the cycle
today; and 3) The effect of gov-
ernment spending on the eco-
nomic cycle.

The economic laws of the capi-
talist process of production (or,
more  correctly, i

re - production,
since it is constantly repeatng
itself) arise out of its basic
ddentifying contradetion; Private
appropriat'on (the exercise of
the right of pivate popety over
newly-produced values) vs. so-
cialized production (the develop-
ment of a world-wide division of
labor based on mass methods of
cooperative effort and an almost
all-embracing system of exchange
of activities among increasingly
interdependent producers.) The
reader can already see that capi-
talist appropriation necesszarily
contradicts the free development
of the exchange of the activities
of the producers.

The basic contradiction in-
evitably is manifested in the
struggle between the two main
classes which stand opposed to
each other in the capitalist re-
lation of production — the work-
ers vs, the capitalists,

Th i

ion is also
manifested in the “anarch#’ of
production — the impossibility
of planning social producticn.
— Profit-Making Only
Capitalist Motive —

The “private appropriation”—
profit-making — iz the control-
ling, the all-dominant motive for
the capitalists. That is the cause
for their ceaseless hour-by-hour
pressure on the life and labor of
the working people of town and
country. The workers unite to re-
sist this regime of speed-up and
chiseling. But the capitalist cluss
turns not only the police, press,
and pulpit against the workers,
but the instruments of lahor

themselves, against us. Automas
tion is just the most recent de-
velopment of this typical mothod
of cutting ‘the capitalist’s wage
bill increasing profits at the ex-
pense of wages. The capitalists
fight against high wages by rais-
ing the productivity of labor,

The same profit motive drives
the capitalists. individuzlly and
in rival groups, to an unrelenting
internecine war of competition,
The basic instrument of struggle
here, again, is raising the pro-
ductive power of labor through
new instruments and techniques
of production.

Under these conditions, pro-
duction of goods grows much
faster than the means for dise
posing of these goods (that is
to say, at o profit to the capital-
ists). Under socialism, of course,
production may grow faster than
consumption, but since products
are socially appropriated the ex-
s products and capacity can
 be turned into the form
of shorter hours, higher material
standards of life, and improved
cultural facilities, Any critical
imbalance  between  production
and consumption -under socialism
is made impossible by pre-plan-
ning on u nation‘w’de scale,

But under capit
geoisie will have

ive grown too far be-
yond t market requirements
for zoods, then there is a crisis
of production, of sver-production.
Orders are cut, workers are lauid
off, plants are shut down.

Marxism Rejects “Under-

ALY,
Consumptionism
It 1s absolutely essential to ye-
r what is f iental —
the contradiction between pri-
vate appropriation and socialized
wroduction. The cause of the
erisis is not primarily that the
workers produce too much nor
that they cannot “buy back”
enough — these facts are second-
ary exy i of the fund: n
tal contradiction.

“It is a pure tautology,” wrote
Marx, “to say that crisis are
caused by the scarcity of solvent
consumers, or of a paying con-
sumption. The capitalist system
does not know any other mode
of consumption but a poying one.
except that of the pauper or of
the ‘thief”. If any commodities are
unsaleable it means that no solv-
ent purchasers have been found
for them, in other words, con-
sumers . . . But if one were to
atiemnt to clothe this tautology
with 2 semblance of a profounder
justification by saying that the
working class receive too small
a portion of the'r own product,
and the evil would he remedied
by wiving them a larger share of
it, or raising their wages, we
should reply that crisis are pre-
cisely always preceded by a
period in which wages rise gen-
erally and the working c.ass ac-
tually get a larger share of the
annual hroduct intended for cont
sumption.” (Cap'tal, Volume IT,
pp. 475-76). 5

If we keep in mind this key
point ‘of Marxist theory, we shall
be uble to contend successfully
with the reformist crisis theories
of “Underconsumptiont and dis-
proportionality™,

The economic crisis performs
the function of checking the pre-
vious trend — the crisis cuts con-
sumption, true, but it cuts pro-
duction, produoctive capscity and
stocks of products physically and
i ns of prices even faster
it cuts consumption. All of
helps to close the gap be-
twen production and consumption
but it still leaves the absolute
level of the murket at the same
low point.

Depression — the
Stagnation Phase

Under such conditions a perod

capacity

of low-level production and con-
tumption sdts in — a period of
stagnation or “depression”, Con-
sumption aproximates produc-
tion. but the scale is low.

Since in a depression mass con-
sumption reaches its lowest level,
how is the market rejuvenated?
How is demand made to pick up
and to run ahead of supply? Ob-
viously it must be done by some
means which puts a very large
amount of values in the form
of money into circulation with-
cut an equal, or greater amouat
of commodities appearing at the
same time, But how?

irst, since only the capitzlists
arve “very large amount of
money” it must be they who put
it into circulation. Second, since
oniy “long-term” investments in
fixed capital (plant, machinery,
equapment) have the effect of
putting large amounts of mone;
nto circulation without bringing
aimost immediately correspon -
inz amounts of commodities into
the merket, the necess'ty for the
renewal of fixed capital becomes
the turning point from depres-
n (stagnation) to economic ra-
covery,

Of ccurse, the need to buy new
plavt. machinery, ete., occurs all
the time. at all phases of the
econcmic  eyele. But the crisis
and depression cause a postpone-
ment of these exnenditures (as
much as possible). Finally, the old
equipment, by being worn out
or superceeded by new inven-
t'on, becomes economically more
costly to profit than replacement
would be.

Then, a certain “pent-up” de-
mand for hea capital goods is
released at once, the period of
er and stagnation is over,
and the period of recovery and,
possibly, new boom prosperity, is
begun.

*“...this cycle”. wrote Marx
speaking of the life-cycle of
fixed capital, “comprismg a num-
ber of years, through which capi-
tal is compelled to pass by its
fixed part, furnishes a materiai
basis for the periodical commer-
cial erises in which business goes
through succesive periods of las-
situde. average activity, over-
spending and crisis. . . a crisis
is always the starting point of
a lirge amount of new invest-
ment. Therefore, it also consti-
tutes, from the point of view of
society, more or less of a new
material basis for the next eycle
of turnover.” (Capital, Vol. II,
Chapter 9. p. 211).

It was Marx, as we know, who
made the definitive study of the
laws of capitalist production, in-
cluding the true nature and the
significance of the category call-
ed fixed capital. But the key
significance of the renewal of
fixed capital in the determina-
tion of the periodicity of the
economic cycle — this is gener
ally recognized if not fully com-
prehended by bourgeois political
economy,

On the basis of this capsule
review of the Marxist theory of
economic cris’s, we return to our
argument and pose the follow-
ing question: Can the development
of the United States economy
during the last eight months of
1958 be characterized as a cyer
lical recovery?

The bourgeoisie, in all its
p rts, answer “Yes.” The Na-
tional Guardian answers “Yes”.
The leadership of the old CPUSA
in its typical way speaks out of
both s'des of the mouth, calling
it “a partial recovery” which
“promises to be a more or less
extended period of den. ession.”

(Hyman Lumer, Political Af-
fairs, Januery, 1959.)
We answer “No”. It is even

posible that the crisis has not
hit bottom; vnroduction could go
even lower in 1959, of course. a
cyclical recovery will eventually
and inev'tably occur; but that
time is not yet. The stagnation
phase of the cycle has yet to play
its role.

How is the Marxist theory of
the economic cyele confirmed by

New York POC Meeting:

Big Successl

Well over one hundred people
gathered in Estonian Hall to
hear P, 0. C. speakers define
their position on The Negro
question in the U. S, A,, and the
Puerto Rican question. Guest
speaker of the evening and one
who evoked enthusiasti i

dependence. Pelegrin Garcia, tope
ped off the evening with a fight
i?‘ ;‘peeeh lr: Spanish which waz

from the audience was Pelegrin
Garcia, a young Puerto Rican
who served as a Captain in the
Cuban  Revolutionary  Forces.

Fidel Castro. He expressed his
admiration for and com~
pared him with Cuba’s hero Jose
Marti. He spoke of the historig

le for freed

Garcia spoke of his exp
in that struggle, and warned
against the dangers confronting
the Rewolution in Cuba.

—0—

Armando Roman, General Sec-
retar; of the P. 0. C., spoke on
the importance of the National
Question in the struggle against
American Imperialism. He upheld
the Marxist-Leninist concept of
the Negro Nation in the Balck
Belt. and exposed the reasons be-
h'nd the abandonment by the CP
leadership of this fundamental
concept. He went on to define the
Marxist-Leninist position on na-
stionhood and mnational minori-
ties. The audience listened with
serious attent’on, and indicated
spprova’ by its applause.

Joe  Dougher, organizational
secretary of the POC spoke on
the struggles of the Puerto Rican
people for national independence,
and of the strugles that led to
the formation of the POC. De-
scribing a meeting held by the
CP just a few dazs before, at-
tended by 25 peocle in a hall
that holds well over six hundred,
he referred to tne more than one
hundred people in ateendan-e
and to the outstanding composi-
tion, Negro, wh'te, and Puerto
Rizan, at this meeting.

A

A young Puerte Riean, fizhter
for Cuban and Puerto Rican In-

K waged joint~
Iy by the Cuban and the Puerts
Rican people, and urged Castio
to uphold the ideals of Marti,
which evisioned the liberation of
Cuba and Puerto Rico.

Garcia went on to caution
Castro against the agent of Amer
ican impericlism, Luis Munos
Marin, the governor of Puerto
Rico, who has “be-friended” the
Cuban Revolution, the better te
betray it. He pointed out that if
the Cuban Revolution was to stee
ceed it must solve fundamental
questions.

These were enumerated as fol-
lows:

1. The removal of American
Bases in Guantana ro.

2. The problem of land res
form and nationalization,

. The role of the workers and
peasants ‘n Cuban life.

4. The attitude of the Castro
Governvent towards other co
lonies of American imperialism,
especially Puerto Rico.

A mos: interesting part of Pe~
legrin Garcias speech was his
attitude towards Communists,
who he welcomed into the libers
ation struggles of the Puerto
Rican nation, and whom he would
defend in spite of his differens
“ideology”.

Gareia w2s given a standing

ovation at the terwination -of ——

his  speech and the
ajourned am'dst great enthusl
asm!

Communism Is The Future!

(Continued from page 1)
1958 in the National Conmit-
tee, two resolutions were in-
troduced condemning the revolu-
tionary justice meted out to the
trritors, Nagy and Maleter. The
first resolution openly condemn-
ng the Soviet Union and the
Kadar Government, was in-
troduced by Dorothy Healy and
Steve Nelson. The second, while
more covert and concealed, but
with the same purpose and con-
tent was introduced by Gerson
and Richmond. This leadership,
whose anti-Soviet “neutralism”
was expresed in the infamous
resolution adopted in November
of 1956 at the t'me of the Hun-
garian counter-revolution saying
that “we neither condone nor
condem the action of the Soviet
Union in Hungary,” who expell
honest workers from the Party
for exposing these anti-working
class  policies, and who have
never expelled or acted agzinst
a s'ngle right revisionist wrecker,
stand on the American political
scene exposed as another variant
af Social-Democracy and parrot
the Titoite, revisionist line.

We send this greeting in the
name of those Negro and white
and Puerto Rican workers and
intellectuals who are struggling
to re-constitute a Marxist-Lenin-
ist Communist Party in the
United States.

We are confident that the cause

current economic developments in
U. 8. industry? How does it shed
light on the future? What are the
effects of the general crisis of
world capitalism and of govern-
ment spending on the develop-
ment of the current econom’c
cycle? These quesiions will be
discussed in next mounths issue
of The Vanguard.

of Marxist-Lenin'sm will triumph
ond that a new, united Marxist
Leninist Part; will emerge in
our country cgain inspired by the
example of the giorious Bol*
sheviks whom we salute on the
occasion of the'r 21st Congress,
Long live the CPSU! .
Long ive Marxism-Leninism§
Long live the solidarity of the
international working class!

NATIONAL COMMITTEE

On po.itical concepts, on con-
crete questions of struggle, on
general line or on mass line, the
speakers m a d e contributions
which. flowing from the reports,
fucc®ied in developing and com=
eretizing them.

One of the leading members
of the Ohio delegaton spoke
about the falsities sprezd by the
Krchmarek, Chauncey and Com=
rany in their efforts to rational
ize the fact that the overwhelm~
ing majority of the Negro Party
members have gone over to the
POC. The speaker exposed the
lying rationale used in the ex~
pulsion of the leading Negro
Communists in Ceveland, Com
rade A. Kilpatrick, a menber of
the POC and a member of its .
National Commigtee.

The gathering represented aft*
other milestone in the road te
wards the creation of a real
Marxist-Leninis: Party in the
U.S.4
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