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Historic Days,
Historic

We are living in historic days.
Events which, early in this
autumn of 1959, are to us “the
news of the day,” rise above the
common plain of life. Centuries
hence, students looking back will
still point out the deeds of these
our days that mark the march
of science and social progress.

These days have been shaped
and stamped by the most power-
ful force so far developed in
human history: The solidarity of
the workingclass, specifically in
in its highest form, the so-
cialist sector of the world,
headed by the USSR, and, in
its general form, embracing its
allies in a determined front
demanding in a volume that will
no longer be denied: NO MORE
IMPERIALIST WAR!

Let those who doubt take an-
other look at the moon. If their
eyes be shaip enough they will
see, winking back through the
night Marx-and-Engels’ immortal
slogan: “Workers of the world,
unite!”, inscribed in fifteen lan-

—wuages-ef-the Socialist Soviet
Union, on the si‘ning pen-

nants of mankind’s “first real
* rocket to the moon! !

Let those who doubt take a
deeper look into the meaning of
the Khrushchev visit to our
country. If their insight be
keen enough, they will see that
also as the fruit, first of all, of
the efforts of those who are
guided by that historic Com-
munist slogan of workingclass
solidarity, and who today “re-
gard the struggle for peace as

theft foremost task.” (Declara-
tion of Twelve Communist and
Workers  Countries, - Moscow,
1957.)

“Study War No More!”

The hope was already old
when the mystic Hebrew prophet
gave it voice almost three
thousand years ago:

“ . .. They shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning
hooks, nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither

shall they learn war any
more.”

But the transformation of a
mystic  prophecy into social

reality was a historic task that
had to await the appearance of
the only fully international
class — the modern working-
class  armed with dialectical
materialist science of history,
Marxism-Leninism, founded by
Marx and Engels. It was these
“prophets” of the proletariat
who, in the following words,
first revealed the necessary

The international struggle
against war, which only the
workingclass could project on a
firm foundation, has passed
through two stages and is now
in, a third.

1) From the end of the 19th
Century to the outbreak of World
War I. This was the eve of the
general crisis of capitalism,

In this period the working-
class  internationalists  came
forward as the champion of the
people against imperialist war.
In spite of confusion and op-
portunist errors (which Lenin
consistently  combatted) the
struggle in this period posed the
question of world peace in a new
way, ie., in its historic relation
to the closs struggle.

In a series of anti-war reso-

lutions, International Socialist
Congresses and Conferences
(Stuttgart, 1907; Copenhagen,

1910, Basle, 1912; Berne, 1915,
Zimmerwald, 1915), it was made
clear that they regarded World
War I as inevitable and that im-
perialist wars in_general could

The Real Criminals

American imperialists have stepped-up their drive
agalnst the workingclass, the Negro people and the Puerte
Ricans. In the latter case, another of the periodical press
created “crime-waves” has been created, in order to prepare

the American people for still further

military intervention

into Latin America, to crush the rising tide of anti-Yankee-
imperialism inspired by the Cuban revolution and to step-up

asks

viks won the workers and peas-
ants of their country for the
revolutionary peace policy of
“turning imperialist war into
civil war”™, a policy which -Lenin
had fought to make the line of
the Socialist International.

In the struggle against im-
perialist war the first socialist
state was born, and with that
historically new possibilities
were brought into the scope of
the struggle against imperialist
war.

2) From the beginning of
World War [ in 1914, and parti-
cularly, from the October 1917
Russian Revolution to the out-
break of World War 11, 1939,
Thix was the period of the first
stage of the general crisis of
capitalism.

Due, above zll, to the USSR's
role in world affairs, a new
hope for world peace came into
existence. This was centered in
the struggle for the policy of
“collective security”, advocated
consistently by the Soviet Un-
ion.

precondition” for the vealization ~he abolished 6fly by the aboli=~—This -stage of - the anti-war

of the peoples’ age-old dream of
peace:

“In proportion as the ex-
ploitation of one individual by
another is put an end to, the
exploitation of one nation by
another . will also be put an
end to. In proportions as the
;\ntugoniﬂn hﬂween claﬁ.\'l‘.i
within the nation vanishes, the
hostility of one nation to an-
other will come to an end.”
(Communist Manifesto, Chapter
1)

Part IX -- Conclusion
The Economic Situation

SUMMARY

We complete the ,introduction
to our sub’ect last March by
bringing into focus three key
theoretical questions:

a) The current economic situa-
tion in our country in rela-
tion to the Marxist theory
of the capitalist economic
cycle.  *

b) The ef’ect of government
spending in relation to the
economic eycle.

¢) The inter - relationship of

the economic situation in

our country and the present,
AR AR

ge, develoy
of the general crisis of
world capitalism. ~
Foithe purpose of this series
of articles we have concluded on
the first two of these points, and
summarize our main lusi

ductive forces and com-
modity stocks still bars the

way to cyclical recovery.
Therefore, a period of
stagnation, of far-below-

capacity production, is in
prosnect before a cyclieal
recovery occurs.

3) When recovery occurs, as it
will sooner or later, it is
much more likely to resem-
ble the weak and unstable
“recovery of a special
kind” of the mid-1930s,
than the upward phases of
the post World War II

economy.
4) The efforts of state-
monopoly  capitalism ~ to

“reverse the cycle” through
increased government

pending have not achieved
economic stability. On the
contrary, they have

on them as follows.

1) The cyclical economic crisis
which began in the United
States .in the latter half of
1957 has NOT ended in a
cyclical recovery.

2) The -material conditions for
recovery have not matured:
the over-expansion of pro-

1 to “strip the
gears” of the government's
financial machinery, have
brought it to the verge of
financial crisis.

!

The failures of these at-
tempts reveals a crisis of
Keynesian theory and pol-
icy: the dilemma of the
(Continued on page 2)

tion of capitalism.
When the war actually did
break out, the Russian Bolshe-

struggle was characterized by a
possibility — an absolutely new
(Continued on page 3)

The Record of the
86th Congress

The Congressional elections in the Fall of 1958 raised
great hopes In many quarters. The “liberal” wing of the
Democratic party won sweeping victories at the polls, and
some commentators were, on this basis. predicting the re-

birth of the New Deal.

It is true that the people won
one negative victory in that elec-
tion. This was the defeat, in five
of ‘the six states in which such
laws were proposed, of “right
to work” laws that were really
union busting measures. The for-
ces of labor participated in this
election to a greater extent than
recently and played a major role
in the defeat of this legislation.

The 1958 elections were hailed
by many, including the Commun-
ist Party of the United States,
as a “people’s victory”. It is
worth examining whother or not
this imati was

have been able and willing to
point out the illusory nature of
the “victory” in the 1958 elec-
tions to the American workers,
and to expose the extent and the

i being

reaction at home.

Recent killings in New York
have provoked the demand that
all “gang” members be jailed,
or drafted into the army, or
sent to concentration work
eamps. Thus was laid the basis
for adding more cops to working
class and Puerto Rican commu-
nities, and the justification for
round-up masses of Puerto Rican
youth in a new wave of chauvin-
ism and terror. In this atmos-
phere the phoney liberal judge
Leibowitz demanded the stopping
of Puerto Rican migration: “Di-
vert these people from coming
to New York City . . . who are
going to be jammed into these
terrible slums which cause juve-
nile delinquency.” And then he
proceeds to cite “statistics” to
“prove” that Puerto Ricans cause
crime.

Representative Celler “rescues”
the Puerto Ricans with the cyni-
cal observation thzt “We need
them for the hard chores and
rough work. If they do not come,
most of our hotels, restaurants
and laundries would close.”

A. J. Jaffe states in his book
“Puerto Rican Population of N.
Y. C” that “... the official
mechinery is more apt to register
action against the . . . Negro or
Puerto Rican, than to be con-
cerned with similar behavior in
other nativity groups.” An ex-
ample of this double-standard
approach is the case
in Lawton and Archer's book,
“Sexual Conduct of the Teen-
YT o R R

“In one town of about 2,000
we were able to acertain that ap-
proximately 50 percent of the
high school boys and girls were
involved in sexual aetivities,
some of them in sex clubs. We
told one of the town's officials
what we had lezrned . . ‘There
isn’t much we can do about that
sort of thing' he explained un-
easily. ‘It would involve too many
of the best families in town'”

A good example of how news-
papers single out Puerto Ricans
is the Daily News article of
Jan. 7, 1954, dealing with the
New Hampton reformatory which
identified a Puerts Rican youth

wrote:

“At New Hampton | learned
of only one boy who was of
Puerts Rican origin.”

Contrast the vicious practice
of labeling Puerto Ricans as

the United States.

The Communist Party leader-
ship failed to play such a role
b in this ion, it op-
erates on the basis of these revi-

and if so, how a people’s vie-
tory at the polls could so easily
have been trenslated into a peo-
ple’s defeat in the halls of Con-
gress in 1959.
INlusions About the Democratic
Party

It is i worth exam-
ining the estimate of the Com-
munist Party. A Communist Par-
ty is supposed to play the role
of a vanguard of the working
class, taking the most advanced
positions, unmasking the decep-
tions of the ruling class, and act-
ing as the most responsible po-
litical force of the working class.

A real Communist Party should

It is true that the D i
Party also has a “liberal” wing.
Members of this liberal wing
often vote inst i

.,sr
ir
0

passage anyway. They do this in
order to foster illusions about
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86th Congress

(Continued from page 1)
veally fighting in their interest,
and that it is only an “accident”
that Dixiecrats ave also u part
of the party (and they are an
important part in Congress due
to their preponderence as chair-
men  of Congressional commit-
tees),

But when it comes to a real
showdown on issues of vital in-
terest to  the capitalist chass,
such as in the recent anti-labor
legislation, the bulk of them vote
with the reactionaries (Kennedy,
the “liberal”, is a sponsor of the
anti-labor  law, Humphrey the
suy iberal is the sponsor of
the amendment to the McCarran
internal Security Act that pro-
vides for the establishment of
concentration camps in the U.S.
“when it becomes necess ry").

There is no doubt that many
wor entertained  illusions
about the “victory™ of the 1938
lections. Lenin pointed out, in
“Left-Wing”  Communism  that
all the political analy in the
world wauld not convince the
m s of people until th had
their own political experience to
test it. The clection of a sup-
vosedly liberal Congress with a
Democratic majority that refused
to pass any civil rights legisla-
tion, but that did strong
anti-labor legislation is just such
experience. The Communist Par-
ty leadership would have been
discharging its political responsi-
ili in this connection, if it
rned the workers of the

¢ ter of Democ
tic Party “liberalism”™, and if it
were driving that lesson
home through the political exve-
vience of the masses with th
party, and pointing out the ab-
solute necessity for an indenend-
ent party of the working clas

No Self-Criticism

pass

now

The best of Communist Parties
nade mistakes, it is true, but
their distinguishing  feature is
the frank admission of mistakes
and the taking of measures to

them. The  September,,
issue of Dol Affairs

contains the draft political reso-
lution for the 17th Party con-
vention, and an article by Den-
nis, the National Secretary, ene
titled “Towards the 17th Con-
vention”, Not one word is said
about their erroneous estimate of
the Democratic Party, or any
word of self criticism at all!
stead, both documents play new
variations on the old theme of
“pecple’s  anti-monopoly  coali-
tion”. Dennis assures us in his
article that * . . .the elements
and component parts of a peo-
ple’s anti-monopoly coalition ex-
ist or are emerging out of the
current and unfolding labor, Ne-
£ro people’s and peace mass
movements.” (p. 17)

Dennis does not inform as to
what specifically these elements
may be, nor where they are
emerging, He also delicately re-
frains from making any mention
of the tactic of working within
the Democratic party. William
Aibertson, the Executive Secre-
tary of the New York State Com-
munist Party took up that job at
a weekend  conference of the
United - Independent  Socialist
Committee. In the course of a
fraternal debate with the Trot-
skyites there, ax reported by the
N York Times of September
28 admitted that both the

Democ and Republican par-
tiex are copitalist parties, but
d that the Democrati party
different because wor sun-
port it, and that worke still
believe they can win vie-

tories the  Democratice
party.

There is no doubt that to a
certain - extent  many  workers
stll retain illusions  about the
Denocratic party. This does not
excuse Communists M point-
inx out the truth about the shell
game of the two party system.
Also, even the professional poli-
ticizns of the Democratic party
have some doubts as to whether
enough workers vetain their il-
lusions after the performance of
the current Congr They are,
in fact, trying their best to put
i new face on the Democratic

Letters

Labor Aristocracy

Your discussion of the corrunt
I hor bureauerats in the Septem-
ber issue of VANGUARD was
#ood, but this intportant aspect
wus neglected:

The corruption of
sone hevond the bureauc

lubor has

s. The

cy has built a e
among many workers in the craft-
or trades such build-

inz, printing, ete. and in the mass
broduction industyies cmong the
mest highly skilled workers. The

eign
in exchange
ratizely  high wages

and “steady employment”,
How do the labor leaders pro-

uce such conditions for this la-
hor aristocracy? - Prin rily, by
maintaining an  artifici=l labor

shortage in these skilled trades
through the device of closed un-
ion books — just the opposite of
“organize the unorganize It
is very difficult for workers to
quire skills under these condi-
- It is almost impossible for
workers who have become
obtain admission to
liberal”

even
skilled, to
the craft unions, In the
Northern stronghold of New York

City, it is bsolutely impuossible
for a- Negro or a Puerto Rican
worker to obtzin a union ecard
in certain building trade locals.

The ideological corruption of
the labor elite is as real as the
financial corruption among many
of the labor leaders. Basking in
the warmth of $4.00 ver hour
pay scales, 7 hour day, double-
time premium pay, ete, all
thoughts of cl truggle, of or-
zing, of working

of Negro-white unity, ete., float
av on opiate clouds.

To put it bluntly, these top
warking  conditions and  wages
have been  achieved largely at
the expense of millions of other
workers: the unorganized and ex-
cluded; the super-exploited Ne-
1o and national minority work-

the heel of American im-

unide

perialism.
Our duty is clear: we must
convince these workers of their

rehponsibility to the workingclass
s a whole. We applaud their ad-

p ay scales and working
conditions; we demand that they
join with the rest of the work-
ing cl=ss in struggling to gain
all of these conditions for ALL
workers.,

ROY BLECHER

Soviet Jewish Culture

I happened to be rereading
POC’s “TWO ROADS" the other
day, and when | got to M.P.s
masterful analysis of the re-
visionist - conciliationists® crap
about  ‘“anti - semitism  in the
USSR", I couldn't help but re-
member a very funny story that
took place during the time the
Moi v Dencers were in New
York.

I suppose you read about the
fact that the Moiseyev Dancers
spent one Sunday morning with
a folk dance group somewhere
in lower Manhattan. They danced
our American dances with the
American  folk dancers, and
taught the Americgns,some Rus-

party because the features of its
present face are so obvious,

An article in the Wall Street
Journal of September 17 sayss
‘.o« the Democrats are think-
ing of dipping far back into his-
tory to pick up the old anti-
banker, anti-high interest-rate
line as a weapon against the
GOP. Declares a  Midwestern
Democratic Senator: ‘We have to
convince the voters that the
bankers—and the Republicans—
are responsible for the high
cost of living".” One can almost
hear this worthy sigh as he con-
cludes, “‘It’s a good issue, if
only we can put it over’” Is this
Gene Dennis’ “anti-monopoly co-
alition?”

For the Democrats to try to
lead the American workers down
the garden path with demagogy
rather than to vemind them of
the Kennedy-Landrum Act is to
be expected. For the Communist
Party to aid them is criminal.
Many Communist rank and filers,
veterans of decades of workers’
struggles must wonder if they
are indeed in a Communist Par
ty!
®esceccce

New York City
MEETING

FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER

6

42nd
Anniversary
of the
October

Revolution

folk dances.

Well, some of these
shots, who had demanded that
the Soviet Union must adopt
their program for a “revival of
Jewish Culture” in the USSR de-
cided that it would be a good
idea to confront the Moiseyev
Dancers and force them to ex-
nlain  why the Soviet Union
iadn’t corried out their orders
for a “Yiddish newspaper on the
streets of Moscow within three
weeks."”

On the way over, these de-
fenders of Jewish Culture dis-
covered that among them was
not even one who could speak
Russian, ang they were worried
for their confrontation, Then one
of the group had the bright idea
that maybe one of the Russi
dancers might speak Yidd,
this would solve their problem,
Heartened by this thought, they
went forth, When they arrived
and asked if any of the Russians
spoke Yiddish, they were told
that there was a very fluent
Yiddish speaker among them;
they introduced our warriors to
Moiseyev himself!

Our confronters, thus confront-
ed, retreated in confusion.

— B.F.

CP big-

The Economic Situation

(Continued from page 1)
necessity to increase gove
ernment spending ang the
necessity to reduce govern-
ment borrowing.

G) The crisis of Keynesian
policy is bound to lead to
the most severe sharpening
of the class struggle, as
the ruling class seeks its
one way out: the reduction
of the living standards of
the people, i.e., “austerity.”

7) The leadership of the old
Communist Party of the
United States has develop-

ed a revisionist political
cconomy  (closely allied to
Keynesism). This theore-

tical line would disarm the
workers ideologically in the
face of the ‘“austerity”
attack  organized by mo-
nopoly capital,

8) The policies of political
economy put forward by the
old P: leadership si of

with the whole

revisionist - conciliationist
line of the 16th National

Convention, [t i< designed

to help provide a platform

for an allicnee with the

“liberal”  sections of mo-

nopoly capital, even thoush

the ruinous effects of such

a policy for the workers

is becoming more obvious

every day.

We  have not completed  our
pPreparation on the third Gues-
tion, that of the general crisis,
Within the near future we hope
to be able to present our vies
on it. However, we ean in e

certain main general conclusions
on that point:

) The contrest
health and growth of the
economy  of the socialist
world, on the one hand, and
imperialist parasitism and
decay, on the other, will
not  merely  continue to
develope as in the* past.
The qualitative content of
th competition  will
chunge. ed by the achie
ments of the Soviet ec
nomy, the socialist world
system will prove not only
its reltive superiority aver

lism, but its absol

rity, pound

arrvel for i

yard.

between  the

supe
pound.
yard for

The competition of the So-

cialist worlg
of the nati ation
strugeles will ultiply the

difficulties and restrict the
Lains for imperialist power
ains for imperialist powers
in relation to
world.

The workingelass  of the
United States, and other
imperialist coun tries,
Britain, France, West Ger-
many, Italy, Japan, Bel-
gium and the Netherlands,
will be forced into very
sharp clashes with “their
own” imperialist rulers in
defense of pezce and the
people’s living ~ Standards,
In the course of such
struggles the policies of
opportunism (including its
Tevisionist varieties) will
become more and more ex-
posed as a betrayal of the
working  class. And the
crisis of opportunism grows,
the monopolists will strive
increasingly to rely upon
fascist  measures against
the people. The working-
class will in turn come
forward incre‘.sing‘ly as the
champion of the peoples
democratic liberties,

the colonial

1)

“TO CHANGE THE WORLD”

Said Marx: “The philosophers
have interreted the world in
various ways; the point how-
ever is to change it.” And,
again: “Theory  becomes a

material force as soon as iy
has gripped the masses,”

Since we are M.rxints, our in.
terest ir  the study of the
economic situation is to develop
our understanding of our coune
try on the basis of Marxisine
Leninism. But this umlerslmnling
is only the beginning, To “change
the world,” we must take the
steps  necessary o win  the
masses to the conclusions

have drawn, by putting  tie.o
conclusions to the test of prace
tice in day-to-day struggles of
the people.

We have eited some  eleven
conclusions of our study of the
economic situation; but theye is
yet one more, the one upon
which depends the effect of i1
the other conclusions,

MARXIST-LENINIST
COMMUNIST PARTY
NECESSARY

In Part Eight of this series we
outlined essential elements of a
people’s  economic program for
struggle against the “austeri Sl
offensive now being directed by
monopoly  capital against the
living standards of the masses.
This is the line of battle, A peo-
ple's victory denends upon the
correct application of the tactics
of the united front of the work-
ingclass,

The line of the leadership of
the ol CPUSA is, as we saw in
our  previous ussion,  ine
capable of organizing this peos
ple's anti-monopoly struggle bee
cause of that leadership's ope

portunist  policies (the same
policies  which have led it to
refuse to endorse the 12-Party

Declaration, the program of the
international  Communist moves
ment.)

Yet, without a Marxist-Lenin-
ist vanguard Communist Party

in the United States, the—men-

ican working people  will be
ively handicapped in the
~to-day  struggles against
1usterity,”  reaction and the
f sism. Without such

¥. the U.S workingelass

can  not rge its respon-

sibilitiex of international prole-
ian solidarity. Without such a
party the ingelass can not
fulfill its historie revolutionary
ion as the builder of social-
ty, the only real way to
" economic crises,

the one main, cen-
aramount  conclusion,
capstone to all our
months of polemic and cone-
this:

“prevent

Thérefore,
tral ond
set like g

niv

ns js

Build the P.O.C., in order to
bring into being in the shortest
possible time a real Marxist-
Lenirist Communist Party in our
courtry !

To the masses! Vindicate the
Yanguird role of Marxist-Lenin-
ists in every struggle to defend
labor and the people against the
attacks of capital.

LULITRTTT B T T T h e

Suggest Reading

———

Communist Manifesto

by Marx and Engeli

-

Value, Price and

Profit
by Karl Marx

Wage-Labor

and Capital
by Karl Marx

WEEEE R O I R T

we
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Historic Days, Historic Tasks

(Continued from page 1)
possibility in history — of pre-
venting the unleashing of impe-
rialist world war. However, the
‘realization of this possibility re-
quired the agreement of the
French, British and American
imperialists to join in collective
security with the Soviet Union
against the imperialists of the
Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis.

Due to the rejection of collec-
tive security by the French, Brit-
ish and American imperialists —
due, that is to their Munich poli-
cy of turning Hitler against the
Soviet Union alone — World
War 1f, the most horrible in
history broke out in 1939,

Again  the relationship  of
world forces was changed. New
countries of socialism emerged
and the whole colonial aspect of
the anti-imperialist struggle was
raised to a new level,

3) Since the outbreak of World
War II, the defeat of the fas-
cist Axis, and, particularly the
Chinese  Socialist  Revolution
1948-49. This corresponds to the
period since the beginning of the
present, second, stage of the gen-
eral crisis of world capitalism.

First of all, of course, there
was the national liberation of
one-fourth of humanity through
the overthrow of the power of
capital in China.

Inspired and encouraged by
the victory over fascism and the
strengthening of socialism in the
world, hundreds of millions of
veople in other countries of A
and  Africa moved toward
tional  liberation by breaking
down old colonial forms of im-
verialist rule and by strengthen-
ing their ties with the USSR,
—~Lhiga_and other socialist coun-

tries. Elsewhers tantial ad-
vances, as well as frmal ones,
were made by the colonial, semi-
colonial, and former colonial peo-
ples in attacking and restricting
to some degree, the economic and
political dominance of the im-
perialist powers. Included in this
number were Guztemala, Colom-
bia, Venezuela and Cuba, chal-
lenging the most important im-

perialist power by far, right in
its own back yard,

The entire anti-colonial up-
surge is symbolized by the place-
named  Bandung (Indonesin).
There in April, 1955, representa-
tives of twenty-nine Asian and
African nations, ineluding China
met to coordinate their efforts
in the struggle not only against
colonialism and racism, but also
for world peace, They endorsed

report of M. Suslov to the No-
vember, 1949 meeting of the
Communist  Information Bu-
reau.)

In the ten years since 1949,
that Marxist-Leninist conclusion

has been confirmed in the sever-
est sort of tests,

This period which began with
the imperialists’ arrogant re~
Jjection of negotiations in Korea,
ends with the same imperialists

China’s  repr i in the
United Nations, called for dis-
armament, and some nations rep-
resented there, including India,
denounced the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization as a threat
to peace. Every step of the anti-
colonial upsurge has been & step
away from the camp of the im-
perialist warmakers and toward
the policy of peaceful coexistence
by the socialist countries of the
world.

Another important feature pe-
culiar to the present period has
been the absolutely unprecedent-
ed development of a world-wide
strugele for peace, embracing not
only the class-conscious workers,
not only the additional masses
of the toiling people of town and
country so horribly punished by
the bloodshed and misery of two
wars, but many thousands of
intellectuals,  scientists, art-
philosophers, rising above
bourgenis ties, motivated
by elementary humanism.

ists,

class

Morxist-
<sed the
ation in connection with
the old struzzle agzainst imperi-
alist war:

in  194Y
correctly

“For the first time in the his-
tory of mankind, an organized
front of peace emerged, a front
which aims to save mankind from
a new world war, at isolating the
clique of the instigators of war
and securing peaceful coopera-
tion between people. Rallied un-
der the leadership of the work-
ingclass, =1l opponents of another
war — people of labor, science
and culture — are forming a
powerful peace front capcble of
frustrating the criminal designs
of the imperialists.” (From the

New Literature !

The POC has issued two new
documents in recent weeks. They
a rellection of the theoretical
work that POC finds so impor-
tant at this time. Both represent
a struggle for Marxist-Leninist
ideas, =nd the necessity to im-
plement then in a political line
meeting the needs of the Amer-
ican working class and the Ne-
#ro people and oppressed minori-
ties,

ABRIDGED PROCEEDINGS OF
THE POC CONFERENCE ON
THE NEGRO QUESTION
(May 10,- 1959)

The conference, which was re-
borted in a previous issue of
VANGUARD, was held under the
auspices of the National Com-
mittee of the POC, and gathered
Tepresentctives from POC areas
nationaliy. The abridged proceed-
ings contain the whole text of
the mzain report given by Com-
rade Armando Roman to open the
discussion, and exerpts from the
speeches from the floor that fol-
Jowed. .

This conference marks a step
ahead for the POC on the theo-
retical understanding of the Ne-
gro Question, from a reaffirma-
tion of the M-rxist-Leninist po-
sition on the right of the Negro
natien to self-determination to
a d ing of under ding on
this question. The document is a
notable example of the high

. theoretical development of the

POC. The participants were work-
ers, not intellectuals, but the pro-
ceedings are marked throughout
with clarity and understanding
on this vital question. This docu-
ment i< avail-ble through the
VANGUARD for fifty cents.

THE PRACTICE OF BOLSHE-
VIK SELF-CRITICISM

This is a reprint of an article
taat was originally published in
1932 and issued as a pamphlet.
It is a eriticism of the Com-
munist Party of America, as the
CPUSA was then known. The
POC is printing the original
text because we feel thet though
it was written so many vears
ago, it still has a major lesson
to teach. That lesson is the fact
that in spite of all eriticism that
the CPUSA ever received either
from within or outside of its
ranks, it has gone unheeding
from one revision'st crisis to
another. Real criticism in the
proper Communist manner, which
includes the t-king of measures
to rectify mistakes as well as re-
cognizing them, has never been
developed in the CPUSA.

Readers with any knowledge
of the workings of the CPUSA
today, or for more than the last
decade, will be struck by the time-
liness of most of this document.
This document also may be ob-
tained through Vanguard. The
price is twenty-five cents.

to in rela-
tion to West Berlin,

If the Chinese socialist revo-
lution markeqd the shifting of the
balance of world forces against
imperialism, then the indestrue-
tibility of the Korean Peoples
D B e

the
decisive warranty of that historie
fact.

Berlin  (1953), Dienbienphu,
Suez, Hungary, Jorden, the un-
lamented Baghdad Pact and
Eisenhower Doectrine, Iraq and
Berlin, again — these have been
punctuation marks of a decade of
successful struggle against im-
perialist war provocations.

A decade which began with
U.S. industry running (in 1950)
at 95 percent capacity, ends
with a chronic underutilization
of about 25 percent of its pro-
ductive capacity, and an economy
incurably addicted to the poison-
ous drug of mammoth armaments
expenditures,

The same decade ends with the
socialist sector of the world pro-
ducing os always at 100 percent
of an ever-expanding capacity,
needing only to be freed of the
burden of large armaments ex-
penditures to show what man-
kind could really do if allowed
to work freed {rom the threat of
war.

A decade which began with a
cold-war witeh-hunt among phy-
sicists in the United States, finds
the socialist scientific workers in
undixputed leadership in the field
of physics, at its close.

How can it be denied that
such facts are substance and
symbols of the dominant trend of
world events in this past decade?
Only <uch events can explain how
the Khrushchev visit came about.
What has happened in 1939 could
not have occurred in 1949, The
Khrushchev visit is, above all, the
product of a decade of struggle
ag-inst imperialist war.

Why the Invitation

The bourgesisie and their ope
portunist  supporters refuse to
acknowledge any such historical
exnlanation. In fact they are
showing growing annoyance at
Marxist-Leninist  confident ve-
ferences to “the march of his-
tory”™, ete.

Khrushcher c2me here, they
say, simply because Eisenhower
invited him. Of course, there was
never any question that Khrush-
chev would come to the United
States if it 2fforded an oppor-
tunity to reduce the danger of
war.

But why did Eisenhower invite
Khrushchev to visit him, that is
to say what wos the' thinking
that went on in the heads of U.S.
policy makers in issuing the in-
vitation? This question was made
wore complex by the practically
unanimous effort of U. S. official
society to innoculate the public
agrinst any peace-and-friendship
“infection” that might result
from the Soviet leader’s tour. The
official sponsorship of this per-
version of hospitality was pro-
vided at the very outset by the
ludicrous Congressional “retreat
from Washington” on the eve of
Khrushchev's arrival,

In the public forum, spokes-
men of the ruling class, “defend-
ers” of the invitation and its

opponents as well, were all guid-
ed by this same cold war senti-
ment.

The “defenders” included such
figures as Vice President Nizon,
ex-President Truman and Demo-
cratic foreign affairs specialists
Senators Humphrey, Full-
bright and Monroney. The invi-
tation, they argued, afforded an
opportunity to “educate” Khrush-
chev, to show off the economic
strength of the US. and the po-
litical unity of the people. This
would convince Khrushchev that
U. 8. imperialism is not to be
trifled with. The idea was to dis-
abuse Khrushchev of his Marx-
ist-Leninist theory of history by
simply saying “feel my muscle!”

But when Khrushcher showed
his muscle (offering to end the
visit 2bruptly) it became appa-
rent that the provocative “edu-
cation” of Khrushehev would have
to give way before more ecom-
pelling considerations.

The “opposition” densunced the
invitation arguing that the “edu-
cation”™ shoe would be on the
other foot. That Khrushehev.
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rather than being convinced of |

the political strength of the cold |

wrrriors — would, himself, con-
vince the masses of the people
of the necessity for peaceful co-
existence. This argument was

lavishly financed and publicized. |

It included not only the fascist
refugees from East Europe, but
such prominent conservative and
liberal  fizures as Republican
Senator Bridges
Paul Douglas.

Prayers, Vain and Venal

. ; N !
A special contingent of these |

loud  protestors resorted to
“prayer”. They held up the eross
to frustrate the demon. But, as
with  Hawmlet's uncle: “Their
words fly upward, but their
thoughts remain below; words
without thoughts never to heaven
(Imagine their consterna-
tion when heard Khrush-
chev's disclosute the=t “Gug is
on our side”. We Marxists, as
atheists, know that the religioa
world is but a reflection «
real world. Therefore we
preciste the sense of
gestion that th

favor the
world peac-.
liberation and cy!
tainly it would have to admit
that the Marxist - Leninist
Karushchev was speaking s« the
renresentative of a country whick
has %0 far explored the “heav-
more than any other!)

A Calculated Risk

The “delenders” of the invi-
tation in the ranks of the ruling
cluss significantly deelined to

go".

they

the

nt forces of

ascen

national
! Cer-

socialism,

ens”

make any effort to rebut the ar- |

guments advanced by the “op-
ponents” of the imvitation. Two
conclusions follow from this
fact: First, the “defenders™ were
well aware of the “risks™ invelv-
ed, the “dunger” of a break-
through of porular semtiment
for peace and friendshis with the
USSR. Second: The “risks”™ were
deliberately taken because they
had gotten into a situation in
which any conceivable alternative
would have involved even mare
risk!

In the concluding portion of
this article we will analyze the
maneuvers of the American im-
perialists in relation te West
Berlin and the peaples’ demand
for peaceful coexistence Fingl-
Iy, we shall show the moin tack

of Marxist - Leninists, trade
unionists, Negro and white,
women, youth, farmers . . . ali

the peace forces of eur CouBtry
to defeat the attempts of the
cold-warriors aimed at veversing
the progress toward pesce nc-

lished by Khrushebev's Lis-
torie visit to this country.

(Concluded Next Month)
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Second National
POC Conference

Celebrating its first annivorsary, the Provisional Or-
ganizing Committee to Reconstitute a Marxist-Leninist Com-
munist Party (POC) held its second National Conference

in New York City over the

In attendance was a cross-
section of the American work-
ingclass: Negro, white, Puerto
tean; men and women; young
und old. Visitors from various
parts of the country were pre-
#znt, and two fraternal dele-
eates from the Communist Party
of Puerto Rico greeted the Con-
ference.

Reviewing the events of the
vear since POC’s founding, the
main rvepo: delivered by Ar-
mundo Roman, dealt with the
21st Congress of the CPSU, the
Cubuan revolution, the steel strike
and the anti-labor legislation,
and the stepped-up anti-Negro
terror, and warned that:

“There is a certain quality in

he national events of the past
vear. The smell of incipient fas-
cist trends is strong in the
vresent rise of reaction in the
U. S. This is a logical develop-
wment. As in the case of France
and Germany, the American bour-
eoisie is finding it even more
fifficult to rule in the same old
way. With the mounting prob-
fems which beset the imperialists
abroad, it should be expected that
<hey would attempt a stiffening
of their policies at home.

“But the worst thing is not
just that reaction is rising in the
J the real tragedy for the

American people at this junc-
ture of history is the fact
<hat the labor movement is

under the complete hold and con-
trol of the most opportunistic
and cowardly bunch of so-called
feaders-anywhere in the-world.
s if this were not bad enough
he American working class finds
 minus a vanguard Com-
Porty that could orient
fight for it, during a
extreme reaction.”

i of
Progress Has Been Made

ing that the main objective
POC — the reconstitu-
1 Marxist-Leninist Com-
munist  Party had not y
i wchieved, n rtheless, pro-
s in this direction has been
de by the consolidation of the
POC and itz growth into new
nreas, Despite predictions of the
wld CP leaders that the POC
would collapse, the militancy and
enthusizsm of the 2nd conference
proved that neither the expul-
sions of POC leaders {rom old
CP, nor internal dissentions
caused by a few petty-bourgeois
ed elements, nor the open
attacks of the ruling class could
ston the growth, activity, and
efectivness of the POC, nor weak-
=n its proletarian backbone.

$eriod of Inner Struggles Is Over

“The period of inner struggles
in POC is over,” declared the
main report. “The main direction
of POC is outwards. The main
slogan for POC today is for the
extension of the outward motion
%o every area of POC.”

Labor Day weekend.

Confidence in the working
class and the ultimate victory
of Socialism in the U. S. A, was
reflected in the collective dis-
cussion and was posed in the main
report as follows:

“The question may be asked in
all honesty. Aren't we too small
to resist the impact of the forces
arrayed against us? The answer
is . . . historically, Communist
movements have starteq with
even less, both ideologically and
numerically. As a matter of fact
we started with infinitely less,
when the opposition forces were
much stronger than they are to-
day. All Communist movements
develop from class conscious,
theoretically grounded small
groups. The dialectics of this
process involves the change from
quality into quantity and a
higher quality.”

Fruitful Discussion

Outstending  was  the unity
of the discussion with the main
renort. Gone were the phony
platitudes, tiresome repetitions
of the main report. No one in the
POC conference had any time
or need to engage in abstract
discussions, The delegates were
too busy implementing the main
-report with their discussions on
struggles engaged in the past,
activities planned for the future,
analysis of ideological and prac-
tical questions, As one delegate
put it later: “There was no
B el

The outward movement as ex-
emplified by un - employment
struggles in Chicago, the long-
shore struggle in Philadelphia
and the housing struggle in New
York underlined the growing at-
tention to mass work and the ob-
servation thot the working cls
will respond to the leade
of the POC if they are approach-
with a correct line, a solid or-
nization and a collective lead-

This was a conference where
unity of line was forged without
isruntion of concenled con-
ors. If the suce of a con-
is measured by the unity
its correct-
a most suc-
The high
ion, its col-
and the en-
thusiasm generated by the sp
ers helped to create the clarity
needed for more effective work.

Fraternal Delegates

Visitors spoke in praise of the
deliberations and two fraternal
delegates from the Communist
Party of Puerto Rico took the
floor and gave the conference a
wonderful lesson in eriticism and
self-criticism,

In greeting the POC on its
first onniversary, the Puerto
Rican visitors concurred with the
main revort in linking the liqui-
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dation of the Communist Party

‘of Puerto Rico to the revisionist

CPUSA, and its line
iation to the col pp!

sion of Latin America by the

United States imperialist.

Unity, Democratlc Centralism

One of the most notable fea-
tures of the conference was the
unity of the young comrades with
the old. No older cadre held back
the participation of development
of the young cadre. There were
no personal struggles for leader-
ship. The struggle in the POC
against the cult of the individual
and for the principles of demo-
cratic centralism eliminated this
harmful feature which has al-
ways characterized the old Party
method of work.

of accom-
i

The comradeship and warmth
displayed by the delegates and
Visitors, the colorful display of
leaflets and literature, the fried
chicken luncheon topped with
strawberry short cake, the pre-
sentation of flowers to the wives
of fallen comrades, the social
affair on Saturday night, added
glowing accents to the serious
job of hammering out a line of
struggle.

Conference Keynote

The Conference closed on a
keynote of bouyant enthusiasm
coupled with a sober acknowl-
edgement  of - the tremendous
tasks ahead.

Determination was voiced time
and again to move outward
among the workers, to lead them
in their day-to-day struggles;
to plant the banner of Commun-
ism firmly upon the American
scene; to build in this country
a new, vital, Marxist - Leninist
Communist Party, indispensable
vanguard of the workiugelass in
its inevitable historic struggle for
a Socialist America.

The Real Criminals

(Continued from page 1)
munity Chest Fund.”

While the jingoist press raises
a storm about.the recent juve-
nile crimes they are noticably
quiet when crimes are commit-
ted against the Puerto Rican
people. Cops beat and arrest
them under false charges; judges
slander and victimize them —
Santos Rodriguez was “lucky” to
have the real killer, a non-Puerto
Rican confess to the murder
three years later; a rat kills a
Puerto Rican child and the land-
lord is fined a mere $100; State
authorities permit the horror of
Letchworth State school, where
Carmen Santiago was placed in a
large sack, tied head to toe for
seven days, never once removed
in that period, and where other
Puerto Rican school inmates were
punished by forcing them to eat
their vomit when they threw-up
the contaminated food served
them; Puerto Ricans were re-
jected from the jury separate of
the trial of the 7 youths who kill-
ed the young Cuban, Ramos, be-
lieving he was Puerto Rican; the
police tag as a “childish prank”
the throwing of a grenade by
two youths ito a Spanish bar;
detectives  killed innocent Luis
Candelario and then labeled him
dope addict; the veteran Ber-
nabe Nunez was kicked to death
in a Brooklyn bar for the “crime”
of speaking Spanish to his
friends, with his killers getting
off with light prison sentences;
ete., ete., ete.

The crimes of Puerto Rican
vouth involved in the recent kill-
ings are a product of the cor-
ruption, degredation and brutali-
zotion of the capitalist system.
This is what Judge Leibowitz is

trying to hide when he blames
their national origin, The N, Y.
Times describes the relationshipg
in that area stating: “The
others call themselves ‘whites’
and the Puerto Ricans ‘spics’.”
And then it proceeds to minimize
the existing tension by claiming
that: “The later term falls easily
from neighborhood lips and by
no means automatically denotes
approbrium.” Judge Leibowitz
demands that Wagner tell Puerto
Ricans on the island how bad
things are here to discourage mi-
gration. But as bad as conditions
are here, they in no way ap-
poach the utterly desperate live
ing conditions caused by the op-
pression of U, S. imperialism.

El Imparcial of San Juan Aug,
22, 1958 publishes this letter:

“The situation here (in Coe
merio, Puerto Rico) is desperate
since in order to earn something
to sustain our families we have
to go to neighboring towns. Some-
times we can't afford a cup of
coffee in the morning and it
pains our hearts to hear our chile
dren crying for food. There's
only one factory here where
to 4,000 women gather daily at
the main gate trying to earn s
few pennies to help out the men
since there’s no work for us.”

And the wages for those whe
do find work averaged, according
to U. S. Government figures, 57¢
an hour in 1955, ranging from
22%1z¢ an hour for textile work-
ers to a high of $1.06 an hour
for_ skilled electricians. Here is
the real crime that the newspa-
pers seek to hide while they
create phoney crime-waves, and
spread terror among the Puerte
Rican people.
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Giving Money Away

By JULIO VELEZ

How often have you had the experie 1ce when giving out leaflets. that people greet

you with a welcome smile instead of
out leaflets in lower Harlem recently

copies.

People were offended when 1
missed them. Teen-agers insisted
on extra copies. Children trailed
me for blocks begging for a copy,
or looking in sain for an adult
to drop one or throw one away.

The olice couldn’t accuse us of

where 1 was warmly

mild curiosity or even cold hostility? Well, I gave

welcomed. even swamped for

“ittering the streets” — there
wasn't one in sight on the street.

You'd think I was giving away
2 oney in fact the leaflet
looked I'ke money. But the bills
were salued at “ONE HOLLAR"
and diawn on the treasury of

“THE UNITED SHAKES OF
AMERICA™.

Of course the Loax became evi-
dent at a glance, but annoyance
and chaziin gave way to express-
ions of approval when the peo-
ple turned the “money” over to
read this message:

....0'_ﬁ........................................ .'................33...’..

Most money circulating in Har-
lem tod y is hardly worth the
paper it’s printed on, because
rent for segreated housing costs
2 to 3 tiwes as much as housing
in other parts of the city, and
pays for roach and rat infested
apartments which infect our food
and bite our children — even kili-

By JUANITA DIAZ

Make all checks and money
orders payable to ARMANDO
ROMAN.

ing them, The FHealth Dept. ad-
mits that there are 9 million rats
in the city, and that most rat
hites last year occurred in Har-
lem, but they have only 4 inspec-
tors for rat-bite complaints, Yet
they plan to give out 40,000 leaf-
lets “educating™ tenants to the
dangers of rats as if we didn't
know already. Let’s demand that
the Health Dept. throw landlords
in ‘il who refuse to clean-out
rats and bugs. Demand that the
Sanitation Dept. clean Harlem's
streets EVERY day, as is done

in rich neighbortood, and not just
4 times a week. Lord Boyd Ofr,
a UN official said that in Com-
munist China “All flies have been
killed. so have rats and other
pests.” So what stops New York
from doing the same? Send this
couson to the Health Dept., Muni-
cipal Bldg., N.Y.C., as a protest.
(Issued by the N.Y. Provisional
Committee to Reconstitute a
Marxist-Leninist Communist Par-
ty. For more information, write
to “VANGUARD" Box 137,
Planetarium Station, New York.
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