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Communist Conference

Marxist-Leninist Caucus Maps New Parly

A historic Communist Conference was held in New
York City on the weekend of August 16417. Eighty-three
delegates, representing local caucuses throughout the nae

Thirty-nine years ago, inspired
by the Russian Bolshevik revolu-
| tion, and convinced by the vic-
torious theory and practice of
Marxism-Leninism, revolutionary
| American workers hoisted the
banner of proletarian interna-
tionalism and established the
Communist Party. The validity of
the Marxist-Leninist internation-
alist outlook of these workers
was confirmed by this historic
circumstance in our country,
just as in every other, this new
Marxist-Leninist Communist Par-
ty was a logical outgrowth of
the struggle against .the same
bourgeois ideology, and in the
first place, against opportunism
— bourgeois theory and practice
— masquerading as “labor” poli-
ey,

It was a ion of war

deol

smashing caitalism and laying the
foundations for the development
of socialism, the first stage of
Communism.

The new Party determined to
mold itself on the lines of Le-
nin's principles of Party organi-
zation, as a “Party of a new
type”, a Marxist revolutionary,
working class party, worthy of
the historic task of leading in

three times they have led to
mortal crisis.

In 1928-1929, the dominant
leadership headed by Jay Love-
stone promulgated the notorious
revisionist theory of “American

» k0
which Marxist-Leninist theories
are not valid for the United
sum Tlmely advice by the in-

the establish of the di -
ship of the proletariat .

4 itself !

ter t aided de-
cisively in enabling the Party to
rid itself of Lovestone's mis-
dership. This action occurred

The new Party dedi
to the cause of international
proletarian solidarity, the very
negxmon ol all chlusmlst m-

on the very eve of the 1929-32

economic crisis, an event which

dramatically exposed the anti-

working clan nature of “Ameri-
lism™.

!ies with the U. S. bour
This internationalism was ex-
pressed first of all in its un-
hesitating and uncompromising

not only against the “two-party”
swindle, but likewise, t the

def of the October Revolut-
tion as not only the liberator of

petty-bourgeois reformist “muni-
cipal” and “post office” social-
ism. It not only hurled defiance
at bourgeoig police terror and its
extn-legnl auxiliaries; but like-
wue, it expoud t‘he counm-mo—

dicnhsm and its lhallow and nar-
row reject:on of political ncnon,
its ad ism, dual

and sectarianism. It not only re-
jected the openly bourgeois doc-
trine of “white supremacy”, but
likewise spurned its more subtle
variants—the denial of the spe-
cial, revolutionary character of
‘ the Negro question in the U. S.,
and the reformist sermon on
“patience”.

The formation of the Commun-
ist Party was the most decisive
historic event in the develop-
ment of the U. S. working class
movement. For, although the
basic essentials of a rounded re-
volutionary policy on the trade
union question, the Negro ques-
tion, and sectarianism were de-
veloped only in the course of a
decade — still, the formation of
the Party was the decisive step,

the R but as the
fortress, the champmn, the rally-
lass

can excepti Lo

ism was shown to be a product
of bourgeois influence within the
ranks of the Party.

In 1943-44, the entire leader-

A DECLARATION

The 40-vear-old struggle for a Marxist-Leninist Party of the American working class enters a new stage

the Party combined, in effect,
with the pressures of imperial-
ist repression against the Par-
ty. As a source of revisionism,
illusions about the vitality of
American imperialism were rein-
forced now by the imprisonment
and terror employed by the gov-
ernment against the Party.

Under these circumstances,
the shallowness of the “corree-
tion” of 1945 became apparent.
Illusions about the possibility of
continued alliance with the “lib-
eral” bourgeoisie, continued to
be the center of the political
orientation of the Party leader-
ship.

Simultaneously, under the pres-
sure of the Smith Act prosecu-

the U.S.A. This meeting of the
most consistent Marxist-Lenine
ists forces in the Party, amongst
whom were several already ex~
pelled leaders, unanimously ape
proved a collective course of ace
tion and direction.
Thus a new stage was reached
in the struggle against revision.
ism whick has wrackad the
CPUSA for the last two years.

The call to the Conference had
been issued by a provisional eom-
mittee and had the endorsement
of the Waterfront Section, the
Lower Harlem Section, the North
Philadelphia Section and of State
Committee members in New York,
Pennsylvania and Ohio. In addi-
tion, rank and file members from
many other areas of the Party
were mﬂL

The Party bureaucracy’s an-
swer to the call wag a statement
issued by the National Admini-
strative Committee, threatening
any member who attended with
immediate expulsion. The state-
ment was issued in that weeke
end'l Worker, along with a story

tions, the Party leadership de-
veloped the revisionist dogm of
peu:dnl. puliunenury, con-

Tiarnt®

ship, headed by Earl Browder,
and including Foshr. Dennil.
Dnvh. et al, p the

in the United States ll\rou.h the

ing point of the king ¢l
and the oppresud mulel o{ the
whole world

theory of "pmmive
imperialism”, according to which
gl s F ol

".thh’ tionali

Blich

was d by the

ment of the closest possible fra-
ternal relations with other Com-
munist Parties through affili-
ation with the C ist Inter-

aperia merica ipes
ism in particular) would proceed
in the post-World War II era to
raise wages and lower its rate
of profit in a program of “en-
lightened self-interest”, in co-

national.

The basic soundness of these
principles of the founders of the
CPUSA is confirmed again today
in the call of the Twelve-Party
Declaration for an intemiﬂed
struggle

jon with the USSR. Time-

ly _advice from the international

aided decisively in en-

abling the Party to rid itself of
Browder’s mis-leadership.

The post-war assaults by mo-

nopoly uplhli:m on the politi-
cal and ition of the

That -historic Communist state-
ment defined the main festures
of modern revisionism as: 1) De-
nial of the historic necessity for
the proletarian revolution and v.he
dictatorship of the proletariat;

working class, and the develop-
ment of the imperialist Cold
War policies exposed the anti-
working class nature of Brow-
derism. Browderite revisionism

2) Denial of the leading r~'2 of

was led as the prod of

b is i in the Par-

the Marxist - Leninist Party; 3)

Rejection of the principles of

proletarian internationalism; 4)

Rejection of the Leninist prin-

ciples of Party organization.
Truly, then, the Communist

Party wag born in the struggle
2 SeSSE IR

first and foremost b it
enlisted an indestructible core of
American workers in the cause
of Marxism-Leninism, as a con-

rev

The founders of the Ci

tigent of a world prol i

revoluti y front i im-
perialism, and for the defense
and the advancement of social-
ism.

ty, brought to fruition in the
long period of collaboration with
the “liberal” bourgeoisie and in
the period of war-time prosperi-
ty.

As we have noted, dramatic,
historic developments (the. Great
Depression and the “Cold War”)
furnished quick confirmation of
the correctriess of the Party’s re-
jection of Lovestoneism and

ist Party base th 1 upon
principles of Marxism-Leninism,
the fundamental condition for
defeating revisionism, and all
other forms of opportunism.

- policy of government, but the
highest and, at the same time,
the moribund stage of develop-
ment of the capitalist social sys-
stem itself.

The new Party recognized not
merely that socialism is the in-
evitable answer to imperialist
wars, poverty, oppression and
insecurity — but also that a new
revolutionary state power led by
the working class with the sup-
port of the most oppressed of
the r inder of the prod
population — in short, a dxcutor-
shlp of the pmleunnt — is an
for

P req

As such, this new Party char- 4
actenzed modern as H , the history of the
italism, and showed C ist Party of every coun-
that lmpenahsm is not a mere try—and especially that of the

CPUSA — has shown that basic
Marxist-Leninist principles must
be constantly defended,” renewed,
and developed in the struggle
against opportunist deviations
within the Party.

The reason for this is clear to
workers who understand these
words of the Twelve-Party De-
claration: “The existence of bour-
geois influence is an internal
source of revisionism, while sur-
render to imperialist pressure is
its external source.”

So serious have these bour-
geois influences and imperialist
pressures been on the Party, that

But the very forcefulness of
these objective events was al-
lowed to serve in place of the
needed deepening of Marxist-
Leninist understanding in the Par-
ty. As a result, the Party never
carried through a full eradica-
tion of the old revisionist ideas,
the exposure of their class
sources; and it preserved and
built up a traditional bureaucracy
effectively insulated against the
operation of the Marxist-Lenin-
ist practice of criticism, and in-
capable of self-criticism. In this
way, not only was the ideological
level of our Party forced to re-
main at a low level, but at the
same time, unification, purifica-
tion, and corrective replacements
of leadership were made almost
impossible.

In the post World War II pe-
riod, bourgeois influences within

jon of the people’s fromt.
(See W. Z. Foster, History of the

CPUSA p. 555).
“Soom, outright Hquidation of
the Pany was bda‘m

ious people as “ring-
leaders” ol the group. One of the
first ! of the Ci

was to vote a condemnation of
ﬂluuwhcrmcmdu'-
ed to the ruling class by 4o

leadership of the CPUSA, ..o
now ‘finger’ us to the FBL .o

s T

by the
Theypwrluedthhpouey,notonly

qnaﬂon.lhy';dmtlo

in the field of open “
political work, but in their line
for the direction of the illegal
Party organization. Every de-
velopment was seized upon to
Jjustify neo - Browderism — the
ending of the Korean War, the
Geneva Spirit, ete.

The revisionists saw their
great opportunity with the self-
critical revelations made by the
20th Congress of the CPSU
Under the open leadership of the
Gates forces, they moved for the
liquidation of the Communist
Party. In place of the banner of
Marxist-Leninist proletarian soli-
darity, they raised the oppertun-
ist slogans of “National Com-
munism”.

Thus was precipitated the
present mortal crisis in the Com-
munist Party of the United

States.
.- " .

But both the basis of the pres-
ent internal struggle snd the
ditions of its devel

poudaxa\d-whid-unad-
mously adopted.

Lucille Bethancourt, former
SmithAetModnt.udmd
the leaders of the movement in

Chicago, chaired the first ses-
sion.

groes and Puerto Ricans stood
out at this Conference in sharp
contrast to present day meet~
ings of the CPUSA. Forty per-
cent were under 45 years of
an.ndmlv:rmuehvd

eternal
ment differ decisively from tbou
prevailing during the two previ-
ous crises.

The eternal setting of the
present muml struggle s,
above all, the dy d

class struggle, and proposed con-
crete programmatic steps to guar-
antee the survival of Marxism-
Leninism in the USA.

second stage of the general crisis
of world capitalism, marked by
these chief features:

First: the growth of the mili-
tary,  economic and political
strength of the socialist world,
guided by the science of Marxism-
Leninism.

Second: the simultaneous emer-
gence of an irresistible upsurge
of the national liberation move-
ments.

Third: the corresponding de-

(Continued on page 4)

of t.he political report .t pro-
ceeded to the report on Organi-
zation. The report, entitled “Im-
mediate ommmnozul Tasks of
the Marxist-Leninist caucus in
the CPUSA”, was delivered by
A. Marino, Waterfront Section
organizer and member of the N.
Y. State Committee. It dealt
with the latest developments in
the Party crisis, traced the his-
tory of the Marxist-Leninist
Caucus, and called for the for-
mation of a Provisional Organ-
izing Committee for the Recon-
stitution of a Marxist-Leninist

(Continued on page 3)
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Excerpls From Reports

Report delivered by Armando
Roman, Secretary. The following
excerpts  highlight the  main
points of the political report to
the August 16-17 Conference.
The full report will be printed
later.

On Struggle For Peace

... The main task which Com-
munist; throughout the world
face at this period of history is
the fight for peace. The fight
for peace calls first ol all for
effective containment nperial-

imarily Amorican im-
perislism, since American im=
perialism has developed not only

as the greatest exploiter in the
world, but also as the zendarme
of world imperialism.

... The most decisive sector in
the fight for peace is the worke
ing class and specially the trade
union movement. But how can the
leagership of the CPUSA help
to generate a peace movement
within the ranks of labor if its
labor policy is based on the tactic

of trailing the trade union bu-
reaucrats? How can they build
any movement against imperial-

ism if they refuse to expose the
imperialist agents v ithin  the
labor movement. Exposure of the
Connivance af the trade union
brass with the war-mongering
American imperialists i~ a pre-
requisite for the moblization of
Jabor's participation in the strug-
gle for peace.

On Negro Question

‘fhe next most important sec-

tor in the fight for peace is the
Negro people. The Negro ques-
tion is the Achilles heol of U. S.
imperiliasm, This is correct. One
bears the leadership of the
'SA repeat this over and over

at the same time, in prac-

whi
tice, it works to prevent the full
impact of the Negro liberation
struggle in the fight for peace.

From Moscow to Peking, from

New Delhi to Caracas, Little
Rock has become the symbol of
American imperialist oppression.
The Puerto Ricans, the Vene-
zuelans, the Algerians of the
Lebanese, indeed all the oppres=
sed colonial peoples perceive a
reflected identity of their prob-
lems in those of the Negro peo-
ple in the United States.

1t is precisely in this inter-
national aspect of the Negro peo-
ples struggle that the reformist
line of the Party leadership in
regard to the Negro question has
been most harmful. Nor is it ac-
cidental that this is so.

The theoretical propositions
advanced by James Allen, Jim
Jackson and Ben Da whicl
represent in fact the line of the
whole leadership, is aimed at de-
stroying the theoretical base of
the Negro question. This is the
understanding that the Negro
question essentially involves the
existence of a nation and people
oppressed by American imperial-
ism within the boundaries of the
United States. Without this con-
ception, the revolutionary edge
and the international character
of the Negro question is impos-
sible. It is for this reason that
the Party leadership spared no

HIGHLIGHTS OF

effort to “Americanize” the Ne-
gro question and to limit its
strategic aim to the achievement
of civil rights, that is, to re-
forms.

Another obstacle in the way
of adding fully the Negro libe-
ration struggle to the peace front
has been the distortion of the
Marxist-Leninist all-class unity
tactics on the Negro question.
Here again we observe the same
class collaborationist policies of
TAILING, aplied specifically to
the national question.

It is a beautiful dream to ex-
pest ALL classes to be integrated
fully in any national liberation
front. Beautiful, but dangerous
and deadly for the anti-imperial-
ist struggle.

On Struggle Against
Revisionism

. . . Last but not least in the
struggle for peace, is the task of
eradicating revisionism and its
most deadly variant, Titoism,
from the ranks of the Commun-
ists. This is something we have
to keep constantly in mind. With-
out a CP free from every vestige
of revisionism, the fight for
peace becomes stagnant and in-
effective. That is just the reason
why the peace movement in the
U.'S. is so obviously backward.
Not unless and until there exists
a real Marxist-Leninist Party’in
the U. S., with the purity of its
working class ideology safe-
guarded, can there develop a
powerful and effective peace
movement. . . o

« . . Recent events on an inter-

ional scale d trate that
the world we are living in today

is pregnant with revolution, It
proves that the general crisis of
the capitalist system in its sec-
ond stage of development, is not
just a theoretical abstraction but
a living reality, a terrible reality
for world imperialism.

This real world does not con-
form to the picture painted by
the leadership of the CPUSA
before, during, or since the 16th
Party Convention. They painted
a picture of a world full of
“erisis” in the Communist move-
ment,” “Hungarian tragedy, etc.

From this distortion of world
reality flowed the political per-
spective of  “Independence”,

“Peaceful Constitutional tran-
sition,” their statements of
di inst the ive

reliance on the international
movement”; “The uncritical at-
titude towards the Soviet Union”
etc.

That subjective world of fright-
ened people has nothing to do
with the real world of the ca-
pitalist system in severe and
acute crisis. + « o

. .. Until now we have been
involved in a very decisive phase
of the inner-party struggle. This
phase concerned us almost ex-
clusively with the fight for ide-
ology. With the split which has
been forced by the leadership, a
new phase in the struggle has
emerged. No more can we just
confine the struggle to the ide-
ological phase. From now on we
must seek the concretization of
theory in a wider field of prac-
tice. From now on our task can’t
be limited to convincing mem-
bers of the CPUSA of correct-
ness of Marxism-Leninism and of
the bankruptcy of the Titoite line
of the leadership.

-
seclaration .
(Continued from_page 1)
Jution” of the agrarian question
in the South, and in the rest of
the country, through the blind
operation of economic forces
which reduce the farm toilers to
abject poverty in a land burst-
ing with agricultural surpluses.

7) We will withhold, hence-
forth, the title “Comrade” from
those who used their position of
leadership in the CPUSA to sub-
vert and destroy the Marxist-
Leninist movement in Puerto
Rico. and who spurned the hand
of international solidarity ex-
tended by the Communists of La-
tin America at the time of the
16th National Convention.

8) We denounce their unau-
thorized and secret liquidation of
the Communist Party in the
South in 1951.

9) We repudiate their bourgeois
nationalist istortion of fact and
theory regarding the position of
the Jewish population ang the
Jewish question in the USSR
and other socialist countries.

10) We denounce their at-
tempts to discourage the special
struggles of Negro and white wo-
men in the cause of peice and
democracy and women’s rights
— at the very time when women
workers have come to constitute
a third of American wage labor.

11) We conlemn their liquid-
ation of the Marxist-Leninist
youth movement — at a time
when the imperialist bourgeoisie
has developed its most concen-
trated attack on the interests of
American youth,

The old CP le =erzhip, which has
a historically-confirmed habit of
bartering Marxist-Leninist poli-
tical and organization principles
(via the “interpretation” route)
for momentary and illusory “ad-
vantages” in the trade union
fie'd, electoral field, in the courts,
ete.

Such a “leadership” has shown
itself unworthy of the confidence
of the American working class

and of the internationa] move-

“ment. Their policies have reduced

a still-declining organization to
a mere shell of some 2 to 3 thou-
sand members, mostly inactive.
Such a “leadership” has forfeited
all claim to the militant and in-
ternationalist traditions of the
founders of the CPUSA.
Therefore, we of the Marxist-
Leninist caucus of the old Party,
having met in a national confer-
ence on August 16th - 17th 1958,
have constituted ourselves as a
Provisional Committee for the
Reconstitution of the Marxist-
Lenini:t Communist Party.

Our membership is composed
mainly of proletarians, Negro,
white, and Puerto Rican from a
number of industrial centers of
the Eastern and Mid-Western sec-
tions of the United States. We
directly represent the former
coucus movement. We represent
indirectly the far wider group
of Communist; with or tempora-
rily without organizational con-
nections, who share our views of
the present political situation;
we are confident that we repre-
sent in an organized form the
revalutionary, internationalist
Marxist-Leninist traditions of
those American workers who es-
tablished the CPUSA 39 years
ago.

We mark this anniversary of
that event by reaffirming the
principles of Marxism-Leninism.
We call upon all those who ad-
here to these principles to join
with us in develeping a program
for building the Marxist-Leninist
Communist Party in our coun-
try..

Harry Haywood
Joe Dougher
Armanio ‘Roman
A. Marino
Howard Penn
Alma Velez
Lucille Bethancourt
Mary Moore
Les Thornton
Archie Miller
Bill Porter
Issie Farber

The Jewish Question

By lzzy Farber — N. Y.

“It is . . . among the Jewish
members of our Party here in the
United States that the revision-
ists and liquidators have played
the greatest havoc, with their
deliberate confusion of the issue
of nationalism.

“Unmoved by the growing anti-
Semitism in the U. S., coincident
with the rise of the white citi-
zens ils and the developi
economic crisis, they decided to
live with the demobilization of
Jewish work in the Communist
Party, rather than endanger
“unity”. They have taken no
steps to repudiate their imfamous
line on the Jews in the Soviet
Union. The international solidari-
ty of the proletariat in the strug-
gle against American imperial-
ism has been subordinated to the
demands of petty-bourgeois Jew-
ish nationalism.

“Admitting that anti-Semitism
is illegal and prosecuted by pub-
lic law in the Soviet Union, all of
these detractors base themselves
on the alleged “failure” of the
Soviet C.P. to reestablish Jewish
culture in the Yiddish language.

Admiting that the best cul-
ture of the Jewish people,
that of Sholom Aleichem,

Peretz, and living authors such
as Ehrenberg, Kasedevich, Simi-
nov, are published in the Rus-
sian language (Why don't they,
Levy, Fast, Schappes, etc. write
in Yiddish?) they are neverthe-
less demanding that the Soviet

policy” and even that they are
“tol " of anti-Semitism.
course there may be Jews in the
Soviet Union who have a need for
socialist cultural expression in
Yiddish. But the extent of that
need is a matter for the Soviet
comrades, including the Soviet
Jewish comrades, to decide. From
here, any such demand is un-
warranted and an arrogant inter-
ference in the affairs o a brother
Marxist party, and is an attempt
to nurture hatred for the Soviet
Union.

“To genuine Marxist-Leninists
... the national question is part
of the general question of the
struggle against imperialism and
for socialism. Contrary to the
nationalists of Yugoslavia, Hun-
gary, etc. and their supporters,
to whom nationalism is an abso-
lute, Marxists support national
movements only when they are
directed against imperialism and
to the extent that they are di-
rected against imperialism.

“The real interest of the Jew-
ish people, and especially of the
Jewish working class, is opposed
to those Jewish nationalist po-
licies which function in the in-
terest of imperialism . . . Their
interests lie with the seventy
million Arabs in the fight for
liberation from Eisenhower’s
Middle East doctrine of maintain-
ing Standard Oil's profits, and
with the Negro and Puerto Rican
people in their fight against dis-

government take
steps to establish schools, news-
papers, magazines and theatres
in the Yiddish language, under
penalty of confirming their ac-
cusation that the Soviets are “de-
parting from Leninist national

Hilda Moore
Anna Ramirez
Issie Segun
Carl Williams
A. Killpatrick
James J h

jon in the U. S. And the
first step must be to sweep away
the clouds of nationalist chauvin-
ism directed against the Soviet
Union.”

cr

*

SUGGESTED READING

Against Yugoslav
', Series in Peking

Excerpts from the organizae

tional report delivered by A.
MARINO.
Two years of inner-Party

struggle since the revisionisty
launched their assault on Mart.
ism-Lenini; have dically
transformed the Party. Of 17 or
18 thousand members at the time
of the Convention, it has been
reduced to 3 thousand members.
All the glowing reports of “heal«
thy status” of the Party are so
many lies. The party is prostrate
and with the present politicies
being persued by the Titoite
leadership it is no longer a Marxe
ist-Leninist vanguard party!

We envision the CP as The
vanguard of the working, class,
the 16th Convention abolished
that concept.

We call for the Leninist prin-
ciples of Party organization and
above all democratic centralism,
which was abondoned at the
Convention,

We believe in criticism and self-
criticism as the only guarantees
for a real-Marxist-Leninist par-
ty. The Convention abandoned
those principles.

Our expulsion from the CPUSA
presents us with an inescapable
responsibility. And that is to find
the way to chart the course and
carry on our fight for a real
Marxist-Leninist party, under
any and all conditions!

C~We therefore propose that this

and the or
repr d here, our-
selves a Provisional Organizing
Ci i for tke stitue.

tion of the Marxist-Leninist Come
munist Party.

That this Provisional Organe
izing Committee adopts the Le-
ninist Principles of Organization
and that our movement shall
henceforth function on the basis
of Democratic Centralism.

That this Conference elect a
19-member National Steering
Committee whose duty it shall
be to act as a temporary leader-
ship, until such time as this
Conference reconvenes in Come
vention.

The National Steering Commit-
tee shall accord representation
to any new areas, or districts in
which it established a local or-
ganization.

The incoming national steering
committee shall have the immedi-
ate duty of issuing a set of rules.

MEMBERSHIP—

Any person who agrees with
the political line of the Provie
sional Organizing Committee,

who actively shall be eligible for
membership.
. Rights and Duties of Members.

All members have the right
and duty to help in the determi-
nation of policy.

All members have the right of
election and being el

All members shall have the
right to freely criticize any of-
ficer or member of the Provi-
sional Organizing Committee,

DUES—

A minimum or 30c¢ per month

* ¢hall be paid by all members.

PRESS—

This conference authorizes the
establishment of a monthly pub-
lication. Said publication shall
constitute the official organ of
the Provisional Organizing Com«
mittee.
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THE CONFERENCE

Excerpts From Rank and File Speeches

On Peace

Howard, Philadelphia

The key question for every
Communist Party is the question
of peace. This is especially true
here in the U.S.A. because
American imperialism is respon-
sible for the war drive. We have
to win the American working
class for a decisive struggle for
peace.

6-Hour Day

John — Pittsburgh S iiseed
1 would like to speak on the
six-hour day with 8 hours pay.
There must be a Marxist ap-
proach to the problems of the
workers in order for the party
to be in the leadership. The only
way to have socialism is to have
the workers control surplus va-
lue. The struggle for the eight-
hour day took plece 100 years
ago! What are we to do? Wait
another 100 years for any further
progress?
" The fight for a shorter work
week will bring the most mili-
tant workers forward. In such
a struggle the youth question
and the Negro question will be
brought forward. The people
will accept it. It will be an ideal
program for a mass movement.

Seecurity
By S. — Pa.

1 feel, according to what I have
learned in my few years in the
Party, that one of the most im-
portant things during this most
difficult struggle, is that we
should be growing, recruiting,
building our party — even during

. the period of the most vicious
— gttacke-upon the whole progres-
<ive movement. We have seen the
consistent decline in party mem-
bership. This deserves our con-
sideration, because if we are to
move along Marxist - Leninist
lines at this point, we must not
be under the illusion that we are
not going to be ked head-on

ment of a revolutionary program
leading to a mass movement of
the youth for peace, jobs and
socialism.

Spirit of the

Conference

BETTY, N. Y.

1 would like to say that from
the first moment this conference
opened it was an inspiration —
the whole conduct, the reports,
the di: ion, the rep: i
1 haven't seen this kind of spirit
for many many years. The in-
spiration we get from this con-
ference we must take back with
us, convey it and win recruits.
Our slogan must be convey, win
to the line, win to_the Marxist-
Leninist party. There are precious
people with whom we have con-
tacts; we already have in our
minds comrades we could win.
We are about 300 now, and we
can be six or seven hundred
soon. This is how good we feel
about the conferencel

On Leadership

KIL, CLEVELAND
If we are going to reconsti-
tute a Marxist-Leninist party,
can we do it from the old dead
party or revisionism? Go
back to 1944. It was the majority
of the present leadership who
dissolved the party. The same in
this crisis. In 1945 we reconsti-
tuted the party with the aid of
Duclos. At this last convention
they didn’t want to hear about
Duclos or any other “foreigner”.
They said we are basing our
inciples on Washi Lin-

A Puerto Rican Comrade

. .. I remeber when I came to
America in 1926. I was a Na-
tionalist then. I spoke in the
streets =f Harlem. 1 remember in
1931 when the Nationalists were
invited to participate in the May
Day demonstration — it was one
of the greatest experiences of
my life. There were 200,000
people in that d ration

Blacklisting

1 would like to speak aboub
waterfront. It seems like ouwr
group has been vilified mwore
than any other single group. We
don't have to be super-Leninists
to know that in 1948, with &
sh-yy swing to the right in the
nation we were screened out of

but this is the significant part:

there were Americans, Latin
Americans, Negroes, Chinese,

;oln, Paime and Douglass. They
forgot about the C ist

— people from every
country of the world. And there

Manifesto and the American
working class.

As a member of a union from
an industrial state, I saw the
revisionists tear up the Party all
over the state. They are now
talking about what other organi-
zations will do, and don’t ever
say what our party will do. At
the last convention I asked
whether they are giving up the
principles of Marxism., The little

isionists in the State Board—

Cult of the
Individual

Trade Unionist, N. Y. area
I am very happy to hear the
emphasis on the struggle against
the cult of the individual be-
cause when you get right down
to it, when you ask yourself why
many honest rank and filers don’t
follow us, the answer is this very
thing — the cult of the individu-
al. Most comrades in the party
say or think: Well, Bob Thomp-
son fought in Spain, Ben Davis
fought for the Scottsboro boys,
Foster led the Great Steel Strike
...and we know there is some-
thing wrong, but how can these
ple be so corrupt? How is it
possible that these people are
everything you say they are? We
must stay with them, we can't
bandon these leaders. And so it

by the ruling class.

One of the questions we should
deal with is the question of se-
curity; in my estimation there
have been a lot of false concepts
built up around “security”. “Se-
curity” to the extent that a great
number who could have been
astive, could have been waging
ideological struggle against the
ruling class, have been silenced
and pushed underground.

When Marxists talk about se-
eurity, they are not concerned
solely with personal security. The
maximum effort must be placed
upon protecting the working
ems. If we are successful in
protecting the working class, they
will in turn be successful in pro-
tecting us.

Youlh

The youth must have their
own organization, an organiza-
tion especially designed to edu-
ecate our young people for social-
ism, and win them as allies of
the workers. The young people
must be hardened to the class
struggle and taught how to take
their place at the side of the
working class. We must base our
work among the working class
youth and Negro youth.

The history of the American
communist movement shows that
whenever the leadership was get-
ting ready to liquidate the Par-
ty, they first discouraged work
among the youth. They realize
that in order to do away with
the struggle altogether, it is ne-
cessary to kill the enthusiasm of
the young people by dispersing
their struggle. We will do the
opposite! We will reconstruct a
youth movement. We will pre-
pare the way for the develop-

goes. The cult of the individual
has permeated the Party for
many years, and has led the Party
to its present plight.

The South

Many years ago in the deep
South I was recruited into the
Communist Party. A month ago
1 returned there for a visit.

There is a struggle to vote in
the deep South. For twenty-
eight years or more our Party
developed and applied the Lenin-
ist concept of an oppressed Ne-
gro nation within the United
States. We advanced the strug-
gle for Negro rights.

A few days ago 1 had the
oportunity to hear James Jack-
son, speaki as the hern
director of the Communist Party.
He said that a Negro nation never
did exist and does mot exist to-
day. The only trouble is, they
have not been melted into the
pot yet! This is more tragic than
funny.

In the South there is no Com-
munist Party. It has been dis-
solved. What is the meaning of
the dissolution? It is the job for
which the liquidationists are now
reaping the rewards in the dis-
missal of the Smith Act cases.

In the South a CP is needed
more than ever before . . . The
responsibility will be great; no
other will do it for us. Let us
join hands again and bring forth
a program that will get us out of
themt...bmuueomndain
South are looking to this confer-
ence.

when you push them into a cor-
ner, they say, lets see what the
National will do! I tell them
damn the National! They are not
going to do anything!

were sl for the independ.
ence of Puerto Rico. 1 couldn’t
resist joining the Communist
Party that very same day, and I
did. Very soon I learned a great
lesson — that the fight for inde-
pendence of Puerto Rico, and for
all colonial peoples, was ar in-
tegral part of the fight for the
overthrow of capitalism.

Now this change — the party
Jeaders started saying imperial-
ism is progressive in Puerto
Rico! “No”, they said, “we eant
raise the slogan of ind d

the y. Now we are being
screened out of the Party
We see the thing that bape
pened in the trade union bappen~
ing now in the Party. We can
only come to the same conclus
sions. We ean aveid expulsions
from the Party the same way we
could have avoided screeming off
the ships. By giving up prine
ciple.

When we were screemed the
Party wrote us off. They said,
“You ecan't fight sereening”,
“We'd be half way to socialism
before you guys get back to the
ships.” They called us adventur-
ists, super-leftist to take this
fight on. Some of us didn't hear
too good. We launched a fight

under the Roosevelt administra-
”

And now the same thing. They

tell us we can't achieve inde-

The present 1 hip doesn’t

pend except through gradual

really have a bership. Most
of the working class section of
this party is sitting on the side
lines, waiting to see what is go-
ing to happen — mnot because
they don’t want a party, but
they are waiting to see what
Party will do. The leader-

1 felt that Comrade Marino's
report was very good, that he
put it on the line in a simple
way. In the past we didn’t pre-
pare ourselves for I ¥

through support of the
commonwealth state!

....The American Commun-
ist Party and its leaders are
bankrupt. It is our job to create
an organization to set in motion
the future Marxist-Leninist par-
ty in the United States.

By A Spanish Py 2
I have to congratulate this
committee of the rank and file
for carrying on the fight against
revisionism in the leadership of
the CPUSA. Marxism-Leninism
is accepted by all the Commun-
ist parties except the American
and Yugoslav parties. We are
very proud of this group fighting
revisionism in this country and
raising the banner of solidarity
with the working classes of the

, and won some
important victories, in spite of the
Party leadership. We are strug-
gling to expand the fight, as a
basic part of the fight for civil
rights for the left in the labor
movement. The Party is mot in-
terested in & Marxist-Leninists
left in the labor movement.
The fight now is to expand
that struggle, to get ourselves
back into the industry, mot as
ats, but as C i
who were kicked ouj, and are
coming back. The guys on the
ships say, “Hey, the Reds are
coming baek.” We'll come back
on the bagis. of sucowsifnl de .
fense of our rights s Commun-

struggle. We had no conception
of what had to be done in a re-
volutionary organization. 1 know
for myself, after the convention,
1 wasn’t convinced that the lead-
ership was revisionist. 1 wasn't

Lot 9o — 4 ph e
the Spanish struggle fas- After electing s 19-member
cism and those C from i la

fight against fascism. For a long
time we haven't heard anything
in the Party about Spain. I want

to say this for our group to re-

alert to it b the

class Negro cadres have been
neglected, and we have paid for
it by not knowing how to open
our mouths when we wanted to.
We have to develop our Negro
cadres politically and ideological-
ly. They must be accepted on an
equal basis. There can’t be cater-
ing and no criticism if we are
to understand ideologically what
we are to do in the movement.
There should be a concrete pro-
gram {or ¢tudy, to develop ideo-
logically every single person.

In the past few weeks, with
the Middle Eastern situation, the
Party in Pennsylvania took al-
most no stand. All over the world
they talked about what the
United States was doing in Leba-
non, but our leadership was so
tired and sleepy they couldn’t
discuss it.

_There are no political babies
here and we are going to fight.
We don’t have any choice! And
when we do fight we will win
the workers!

ber: that they have been
twenty years under the fascist
regime in Spain and there are
many old political prisoners from
that time, and many new ones—
and this question is not to be put
aside.

We have to fight fascism all
over the world because the main
fascists are supported by Ameri-
ean imperialism. U. S. imperial-
ism controls bases in Spain for
the purpose of war against the
USSR. NATO could not exist
without Spain. For this reason
imperialism knows that Spain
plays a vital role in the drive
for war against the Soviet Union.
But they will find out that the
Spanish people are against the
Franco regime, against war and
against American imperialism.
The Spanish people are very
friendly to the American peo-
ple who supported f
Spain, and are very sorry about
the neutrality of the American
and English governments during
the civil war. 1 ask that the
resolution we pass bere today
take into considerstion the strug-
gle against fascism in Spain and
throughout the world.

ist-Leninist Communist Party.
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(Continued from page 1)
#line in the relative strength of
world imperialism:

a) economically: the vast ex-
tension of parasitism, militar-
ization, expansion of the gov-
ernment debt, and drastic re-
duction in the percentage of
productive (non-military) con-
sumption in the total pro-
duction;

the instability of the eco-

nomies of the capitalist coun-
tries — the slow and unsteady
expansior of production, and
in the unprecedented frequen-
¢y of sharp crises;

the extreme unevenness of

development of the imperial-
¥t countries — the emerg-
ence of U. S. imperialism as

the one great imperialist
power.
b) politically: the decizive defeat

of old-style colonialism, and
the isolation of the comprador
agents of imperialism as the
internal enemies of oppress-
ed nations;
the defeat of Nazism, Mus-
solini fascism and militarist
fascism as methods of bour-
geois rule in Germany, Italy
and Japan;
the simultaneous exposure
of the limits of bourgeois de-
mocracy — the exclusion of
French and Italian Commun-
ists from their proper parlia-
mentary rights; the suppres-
sion of popular governments in
Guatemala and British Gui-
ana; the racist policie- zener-
ally followed by all imperial-
ist governments, most notori-
ously displayed by the op-
presmon of the Negro people
in the United States and
by British Imperial policy in
Kenya and South Africa.
militarily: the snashing of the
Wehrmacht and the imperial
Japanese armed forces;
. the historically decisive de-
wndont of U, S imperislism, in
North Korea and China, the
victories over imperialism at
Dienbienphu and Suez, and the
continuing armed struggle of
the Algerian National Liber-
ation Front;
thie ending of the imperialist
monopoly of nuclear weapons;
and the demonstrated lag of
the imperialists’ techniques in
the field of long-range weap-
ons.

~

Inevitably, such wast develop-
ments of the general crisis of
world capitalism have sharply
reduced the base of operations
and maneuvering room of oppor-
tunism in the world workingclass
movements, including the, Com-
munist Parties.

First of all, the decline of
eolonial domains of imperialism
have adversely affected them as
a source of subsidy for Right op-
‘portunists in the imperialist
countries. This, in part, accounts
for the relatively less important
role of Social Democratic leader-
ship in post-World War II West-
ern Europe as contrasted with
the period after World War L

Secondly, the main specific
function of opportunism — the
diversion of the workers from
Marxist-Leninist policies of class
struggle — is undermined by the
enhanced international role of
the Soviet Union, China and
other countries of the sociulist
world under Marxist-Leninist
leadership.

Thirdly, the emergence of the
anti-imperialist front of the co-
lonial semi-colonial an¢ formerly
colonial peoples, as manifested ut
Bandung, has, by the test of in-
ternational proletarian solidari-
ty, exposed the chauvinist char-
acter of Right opportunism in
imperialist countries.

Fourthly, the very accentuated
unevenness of imperialist devel-
opment, which has thrown up the
U. S. as the overshadowing Great
Power of the capitalist world, has
strengthened the development of
the most openly bourgeois forms

A DECLARATION

of opportunism at the expense
of its more “radical” - sounding
varieties.

Fifthly, the moral superiority
of Marxism-Leninism over op-

in the very nest of the concili-
ators there was hatched a brood
of Marxist-Leninists who were
determined to smash not only
l\owed revisionism, but concili-

ism as well. After the Con-

portunism was d rated with
especial forcefulness by the his-
toric Twentieth Congress of
the Soviet Union in its self-cor-
rective attacks upon the prob-
lem of “worship of authority”
and the “cult of the individual.”

The C ist Party’s p
internal crisis has de\eloped in
the presence of these external
conditions, and its distinctive fea-
tures are connected with those
external conditions. These dis-
tinctive features are to be found
in the following facts:

1) The extreme Right not only
espouses American exceptional-
ism to Marxist-Leninist theory,
not only advocates the outright
liquidation of the Party — it
combines these with open attacks
upon the countries of Socialism
and deny the general validity of
Marxist - Leninist theory for
“Western” countries.

2) The “Left”-Center leader-
ship has not only refused to car-
ry through a thoroughgoing
fundamental correction of op-
portunist errors, has not only
pressed for “unity” deals with
the Right without regard to prin-
ciple, but it has throughout the
crisis attempted to suppress any
vigorous defense of basic prin-
ciples of Marxist-Leninist theory
and practice.

3) And most important of all,
the crisis developed not only two
main factions, but three. The
Right, the “Left” conciliators,
and also, the so-called “ultra-

vention, this latter grouping con-
tinued organized activity as the
Marxist-Leninist eaucus, and it
was tagged as “the ultra-left”
by the leadership of the other
factions.

The history of the internal
struggles of the CPUSA since
the 16th Convention can be di-
vided into three periods:

1) The period of the ascen-
dancy of the open liquidators,
Gates, Charney, Stein, et al., with
the cooperation of the Dennis
Center elements. This period
lasted from the Convention until
the onset of the economic crisis,
the launching of the Sputnik, and
the issuance of the historie 12-
Party Declaration, late in 1957.

2) The period of renewed and
sharpened factional struggles
among the- leadership, resulting
from the pressure of the chang-
ing economic and political cli-
mate. (All important is the fact
that these factional struggles
took place on a “back-room™
level, excluding the rank and
file membership, the “ultra-left”
faction particularly, and Marxist-
Leninist  principles generally
from participation.) This period
ended with the factional realign-
ment carvied through around the
Dennis Resolution adopted at the
February, 1958 National Commn-

caucus, was never published; it
was suppressed by the “Left”-
conciliator leadership of New
York County.

On the theory of the state, the
caucus distributed a pamphlet
“The Main 'l'hlng, aimed at de-
fendin g M - Lenini

The class struggle is the cene
:nl mlder!ying !ut.un of Amu-
an
cal, and social life. At times, this
struggle, which is the real sube
stance of our everyday, ordinary,

erupts in great events and crises
which become pivotal punctuse
tion marks of our history. For
the everyday struggles and for
the gmt crises and mpﬁm
the elnu and d

against the attacks of John Gates
and the 16th Convention, parti-
cularly to defend the dictat

o of
the mrim-uninm
party. This fact and this necese

ship of the proletariat and social-
ist democracy. Although it had
previously been submitted to the
national leadership, it has never
been acknowledged even in the
form of a criticism. This was an
attempt to suppress discussion
of a question of paramount im-
portance of the Party.

On the Negro Question, the
1958 article by Harry Haywood
has been  suppressed, even
though the basic theory on the
Negro question was supposed to
be open for discussion. Although
it was condemned for not hav-
ing gone through “channels,”
Comrade Haywood was never
even given a chance to partici-
pate in the discussions “within
channels” on the resolution of
this key theoretical problem.

On the 12-Party Declaration,
the Marxist-Leninist caucus made
charges of incompatibility be-
tween the Declaration and the
16th Convention line of the lead-
ership of the CPUSA. What more
general criticism could be made
of a Communist Party leader-
ship? The only defense mde by
the lead was to

tee meeting. This ing,
falsely called a “victory over re-
visionism” by its sponsors, placed
a new coalition in the dominant

ition in the national leader-

Left". so labelled by its
of its
defense of Muxilm-Lemmum.

Faeti 1
and quite open in the Commun-
ist Party late in the autumn of
1956, upon the publication of
William Z. Foster's article “On
the Situation in the Communist
Party”, in Political Affairs, (Oc-
tober, 1956). Then, for the first
time, the membership as a whole
began to rally against the con-
spiracy of Gates and other Right-
wing elements who sought the
outright and formal liquidation
of the Party.

At that time, and until after
the February, 1957, 16th Na-
tional Convention, this opposition
to the Gates line was organized
under the general direction of the
so-called “Left” faction, headed
by Foster, Benjamin J. Davis,
William Weinstone and Charles
Loman. But this leadership in-
creasingly revealed itself to be
incurably infected with concili-
ationism, because of its basic
political agreement with the main
revisionist theories of the Right
and the Center (Dennis, Jack-
son and Stachel). The Foster-
Davis leadership made a pretense
of struggle against the open
liquidationist line of the Gates
forees, by raising the slogan of
“maintenance of the nime and
form of the Party”. By doing
this, they succeeded in narrow-
ing down the struggle against
revisionism because the name and
form of the Par.y has signific-
ance only in the context of
Marxist-Leninist policies.

The aim of this strategy was
to eliminate basic Marxist-Le-
ninist principles as barriers to
“unity” among the self-perpetu-
ating leadership; the fruit of it
was the supression of any serious
challenge to the various brands
of revisionism, which were cross-
bred to produce the line of the
16th Convention.

But  the.. “Left"-conciliators
had gone to the well once too
often. On the one hand, the Con-
vention ended with the National
Committee dominated by the
Gate faction in alliance with the
Center; on the other hand, right

ihlp. the Center (Dennis et al.)
and the “Left-concilliators (Da-
vis, Bob Tompson, et al.)

3) The period which began
with the Dennis Resclution and
ended with the expulsion drive
against the Marxist-Leninists of
the “ultra-Left”, and the final
fatal split of the old Party.

Since present events were di-
rectly precipitated by actions in
this third period, it is necessary
to give some brief attention to it.

The Marxist-Leninist _caucus

“Two Roads” as a “factional
document” (statement in The
Worker, August 17, 1958); in
short, to attempt to suppress it.

Since the Marxist-Leninist cau-
cus refused to be suppressd, how-

sity, togeth i a guare
antee of the existence of a Marxe
ist-Leninist Communist Party in
our country.

H , this histori
tee must be implemented. The
significance of the developments
we have been discussing is that
this guarantee now can no longer
be implemented by the old Come
munist Party.

Events have already shown
which road the leaders of
the old Party have followed.
They have pointedly refused to
endorse the 12-Party Declaration,
in pursuance of their “courtroom
socialism.” They seek to minime
ize the significance of this ree
fusal, by pretending to the ine
ternational movement and to the
Party membership that this is
merely a matter of formality,
They refused even to discuss the
need for a special convention to
cancel the shameful revisionism
of the 16th Convention. They add
insult to injury by coupling theif
recent “‘anti-revisionist” pretene
ses with repeated reaffirmations
of their adherence to the 16th
Convention line.

They owe their very
of -ud\crity as mm

time collusions -m. Gates and
others who have since openly ree
nounced Communism. Yet, ine
ltud of returnb: tln. hiatd 2

ever, the National Cq de-
termined to defend its unprinei-
pled position by expulsions. That
which they could never resort to
against Gates for fear of its ef-
fects upon the i6th Convention
“unity” deals: that which they
could never attempt against the
liquidators for fear of being
“outvoted” — that step, expul-
sion, now suddenly became not
only possible but necessary to
them. Suddenly they saw “uni-

had been luded from N

leadership by the revisionist-con-
ciliationist “sweetheart” agree-
ment at the 16th Convention.
However, from its base in cer-
tain proletarian sections of the
Party, it continued to.put the
principled “life-or-death” ques-
tions before the Party.

This struggle by the Marxists-
Leninists was decisively aided by
the 12-Party Declaration. Basing
itself squarely upon this Decla-
ration, the caucus prepared and
published “Two Roads,” a gen-
eral indictnient of both the ex-
treme Right and the Center
“Left"” conciliator coalition dom-
inant in the leadership since the
February National Committee
meeting. This article demanded
the endorsement of the 12-Party
Declaration, the repudiation of
the 16th Convention line, and the
calling of a special National Con-
ventiion to reconstitute the Party
on a Marxist-Leninist basis.

Being unable to silence the
cducus and at the same time, be-
ing unwilling to endorse the 12-
Party Declaration, the revision-
ist-conciliationist leadership re-
sorted to suppression of the
Marxist-Leninist documenls and

isi of the lead of

ty” in a dlfferent light, unity
was impossible with only one
group, the “ultra Left.”

This could hardly have been
beue'r spelled out, than it was in
the renort of Robert Th

use their Iofty perch for Imrﬁ:u
down anathema on their Marxist-
Leninist critics. They demanded
the liquidation of the Marxist-
Leninist caucus and resorted to
expulsion of its leaders.

To surrender to this attack,
to break our Marxist-Leninist
ranks, would mean to abandon
effective struggle for a Marxiste
Leninist Communist Party. This
we will never do!

Here and now, we declare our
stand in relation to the domine
ant clique in the old Communist
Party.

1) We refuse to countenance

National Organizational Secre-
tary to the June, 1958 National
Committee ' meeting. Said he:
“ .. .when Gates and Clark and
Fast et al, were running ram-
pant. . . our Party couldn't do
much to defend itself against
factionalism. Well that day is
passed,” Thompson went on in
this concluding section of his
attack upon the Marxist-Lenin-
ist caucus, “Our Party. . . has
she .cap'a.city to declare war on
fac . . whether from
the directivn of revisionism or

direction of dogmatism.” It

the
rgmlins merely to add two notes.
Fll‘s!.: Thompson's talk about
warring i revisionism was

their ision of honest, milie
tant, veteran comrades whose
only “crime” is their M-nl to

ise with the revisi
cunlhlio-m National Commit~
tee and 16th National Convene
tion.

2) We refuse to acquiesce in
attempts to make the Communist
Party inte a “cult of one-or-s-
few individuals” who must be
regaried as being unanswerable
to the criticisms of the proletas
rian membership of the Party
and of the international moves
ment. .

3) We condemn a National
leadership, which after almost
lwo' years still finds it “incoms

just so much eye-wash. For, it
so happened that the open revi-
sionists, Roberts and Lightfoot
were the very ones who directly
implemented Thompson’s “decla-
ration of war” by expelling Marx-
ist-Leninists from the Party in
Chicago and Philadelphia. Sec-
ond: for all their fondness for

the eaucus. We shall prolong this
presentation to cite only a few
examples of this method.

On the Jewish Question and
the USSR, the New York County
Convention in 1957, condemned
the anti-Soviet position of the
State leadership as anti-Soviet,
anti-workingclass, and bourge-
ois nationalist. This resolution,
adopted upon the initiative of
comrades of the Marxist-Leninist

the *“di st"” label the
Marxist-Leninists, they have
never found it fitting to attempt
to prove the charge by engaging
in any form of polemic on the
subject.

But, in truth, “that day is
past” when the struggle for
Marxism-Leninism can be sub-
ordinated to the “cult of the
clique” which has arrogated to it-
self the title of “the Communist
Party.”

" to repudiate its antis
socizlist resolution on Hungary
of November 1956,

4) We mean now to disasso-
ciate ourselves once and for all,
from the opportunist trade union
policy which would isolate us
from the rank and file workers
in order to combat “isolation™
from the labor lieutenants of
capital. %

5) We will no longer submit
to their perver-ion of democratic
centralism to impose on the Pare
ty its opportunist and bourgeoise
reformist line on the Negro ques~

already

6) We reject their line for “so~ :
(Continued on page 2)
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