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Another month to go 2nd the NMU election results will be known. In
reviewing the tactics used by both machines during the election campaign
one fact stands out clearly; that Tawmany Hell ~an learn a thing or two
from both ths- Caucus and the fake Communist mis-leadership,.  Leaflets
were issued by both sides based not on policy and program but.on slan=-
der, character-assassination and lies, Curran challenges opposing can-
didates on their citizenshilp and the Party in turn challenges Caucus can-
didates on their citizenship. The Caucus untruthfully. and maliciously
accuses Palazzl of finking in the spring 1936 strikes and the waterfront
Branch (with approval from the ninth floar) under the influence of the
" unprincipled.and sinister Lennon accuses imnocent ex-~Party members of
working with the Caucus, Trotskyites, anti-Semitic and anti-Negro ele=-
ments, culminating in a despicable, maliclous =znd lying expose in the
April 5th. issue of the..Daily Worker. -The- Party leadership creates a-
lynch spirit in organizing minorlty groups into blocs for the: purpose
of influencing the slections, and Curian and the Cauczus creates a lynch
Splrit through red-baiting for- the same purpose. It is a well-known
fact that many honest and. sincere rank and filers have misguidedly con—
tributed woney to Curran for- Caucus activitiss, whersupon the Farty
lcadership 1ssues a leaflet showing photostatic cépies of cancelled
Checks made out-to Curran and. an arrow,.pointing to a statewment made by
Admiral calling on the shipowners to support Curran, ths implication
Peing that Curran in this instance was paid off by the shipowmers, The
Czucus in turn demands that the Party make public the funds for the
Ferdinand Smith Defense Furd 2nd other monies collected for the "Turn
to for the NMU" campaigns, This is rzrt of the pattern. by.which.tihes
Caucus znd the.fake Communists carry on their'class"combat,
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THE TANKER AGREEMENT - THE HIRING HALL - THE INJUNCTION

We knew it would happen!

Readers of Fore 'N Aft should refer to our issue #2. We mr-t guots
from that issus:

Py ne memberskip weeting in New. Vork February 9, ..th
O0fficialy and rank and filers guddenly bacame articu ite a-
round tne quesitibn of contraect exrirabion ol. Juns 15, De=-
snite much oratory, the basic lack of agreci.ant arour” a
D.ogram invelving the reai and lamediate interests of the
Seamen was apparent in all ths leadsrs in the Naticnal Officel}

- _"The leadership,of.the Unién is split on the qu stlon =
of Ju.s15"purely  cn procedwral 133ugs. Two different schoolyu
T opportunism cannot cven agree upoa their uutual fundamsnial
agreerant -- maintain-the status-quo -- defend the hiring
hall - ignore the real interests of the csamen by prcjectin:,
no rogram for i : real advancement of their intereste.".....

«s«o"At this early date our leaders have in effect
"servr ' notice"” upon the shipowners th t cur majror demand
for r.aswal of contract is our defense of our gaping hells
This is wrons, We .3t mgke conc: -te cemands tor improve-
ments i-as-uch as the shipowners are tioated with profits
in 1948. if we continue thi- mresent farce and enter nego-
tiations with only token demands, with our mein emphasis
upon the de:unse of our hiring hall, tne shinowners would
4o well to permit ths Union to retalin bhe alring hall, at
the saving to them of n¢ wige increases or contract improve-

~ments for the seamen, I : must.no: accent this 28 a great
Victory on June 16, Cur hiring haii ® S no basis for Neg o=
tiations, It has been traditionally ours since the incep-
tion of ‘he Unlon and we refuse to conaider any contract
depriving us of this wmest prized p sse. ion. When we
soluntarily make it cur ba: zaining point, we give legality
to the Taft-He ‘tley Law, and 2ié and comfort to the ship-
ownenrs Our siruggle with-the siipowners-must be on~ for -
greater galni, not defense of thaose al:sady .ong OMsaes"

For the -pc3t year therc has been no basic difference between ﬂurfax

an® the Party on the hiring hzll issue. OCnce 1™3 perspective was .ailsed
to "pr~derve the hiring hall", a m jor tactical error w: committed.

' The- leadership incorrectly permitted the hiring hall to become a
"ne -~tiable" issue. with *he shipowmers instead (. correctly ‘ignoring
1t, but .t the same tiwe .ealistically preparing ~nd indoctrinating tre
membershlp to defe ~d it physically if 3scessary ar.ag with our positive.
demar s, Upon being trapped by the hipowners into thigs positior; r.al

negot. 1tlons automatically came to a halt,

Therefore, " “en uhe Tanker operators off -~ed Curran - "ner otiat 3"
P*wing hall he accepted. This was a logical result of the conditions
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that were created in the ?nion, We recelved a $5 plece=-off and an ine-
Jjunction.

Lasgt week a Tinker thaht arrived from the West Coast voted on the
tenker agreemsnt., Tie tiree party menbers abuari voted for the e~ree-
nest and the other rembers of the crew voted against it., Since tie
?“*+J mis=lcadcs's were unable to reach all Paruy meibers with the new
line the Ferty psoplie aboard vohed for the agreement becauss .18 was

the inevitable resuit of a § month cam;u*aﬂ to "save tre bt ing hall."

MeF~nzle,who had.persnnallv negob*atﬂa qll tu 5 agre<ents ..o
vhe past ten years, guddenly disccvers shab “thors : is a dangerous clau £
in it ." McKenzie, who r-ides kiuself en always beiug ths first to admlt
a mistake, ‘hds consistently made ons ¥Iunder afier anotl 941 Hardly has:
the e:no of "1s most receut confession and apolegy ?1med 1 o the do it~
lingg trhon Mcilenzie again emerges into the light walvin y *n»ﬁ;e
wr»ong direction., Are. thpse nia:e&uing confegaions ~f I a&erz a nIpa
formality (wo. Marxisis are “he fire: to admit our minbaiss ) or ars th&g
& prelude for the next blunder,

"‘""-..'h

McKenzie in a recent statewsnt stated that if the injun:tion 18 ox”
tended for ?O days, tx1e shipowners during that perlod will caisel on the-
agreement ar: fire all militants from the ships and since under the iir-

*1mection you cannoP take any Job ”ct‘on* the Unlon vill be pcewerisss to
1 ‘wbteect these men, In add.sion, if at * e end of 8C days the NLP3 or
*he courts de.id: that the hiring ?311 Lnder the Tatt~Hartl ley Law is il-

iegal that wi¢l be the end of the hiring hall, as thsre wlll be no mllil.
tant members lefi =sboard the ships 1o Gofend the hiring hall in such au
eventuality.

Here McKenzie reveals his ceep rooted contempt for the intelligeaxe
f the geamen and his lack of confidence in their =zdility to forge a

maximum unity in the face of a threat toc s sacurdlty of each and every
ore. This tr-> membership can do despite the shipowners,; despiie Curran,
and despite E.ward lcKenzie himself., Tovard that end should McXenzls
a3sie% in establishing the preconditlons for . susccessful. sirugsis in
aefense of -the-hiring.hzil,.thraough a.clear and corract indﬁqtrxnﬁ"on
of the whola member: ip,. Weaping and niveling about th» avuges of the
shipowners w11 no% oring at>ut any lsanlency on tirair parts, but rather

ke them more rﬁlentlesa in taeir drive aga.nst t.e orjanization of the
ssemen. AT : Cigsdione

To talk about a strike upon the expiratlo: of the temporary 20 day
i1junc.ion is useless, and to atte.pt to precipitate su- . actlien is dan-
g2rous and divisive inasmuch as the msubership voted to «blide by th~ ln-
Jurztlion at the last meeting at Manhattan Center Thile we do nolt agres
the.l the membsrship acted intelligently in its cun benall by votlng to
abide by the injunction, vo attempt t- railroad =2vl staapede the rank
and flle into a dc :isive action on Juiw 24 may bs < dangarcus adventurs
ingo: ~r as 1t may be comirary to the desgires and understandlng ¢’ =
large 39ction of the membership, VWhsn the nscesgsisy for strilke acilon
L .comes obvious %o i .z overwhelming majority ~f the .embership, then
#ich action can ve successiully initiated - .: and over the heads of
v n8e leaders who so busily engaged in their own f-2tional struggle
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cannot recognize the temper and desires of the rank and file, To cor-
rectly prapare the egeamen for strike, and to work for the uvnity of the
vhole membership arcund striks acti m becomes the assignment of avery

Communist, : ' R

It is our opinion trat the Party leadership is less interesced in
achleving the- -.axinum unity from the workers in deisnse of the hiring
hall, ther they are im exzploiting the injunction for their ow.. faction-
&l interests against Curran.. .- 2 IWICY

If during an 860 day injunction period a maxinmum unity £ the -~ 3a-
men 18 abtained through thelir recomnition of chiseling on the status
quo by.the shipowners, then we are no lonzer %legaliy” hound to abide
by its terms,. In anticipation of chiseling on the staiug quo by ths |
shipowners, the - seaman’ should be® prepared for tre taking of- decisive-
actlon im tuair own-defense,: "'+ BETIN S ren Mnew 2l Ygoas o efd

Communlsts should remember that a unified strilke of workers in -
defense of their demandz has ereater inviolabiZity tiaan tiz “inviola--
bility® <f any number of "laws™ passed by any ccaliilon of shipowmers
«id govermment agents., In this respect two mystical beliefs and 1l-
lusions must be destroyed in the minds’ of the worksrs. The first is
the ldea th %t workers cannot strike against the- government, Americen
workers (lee by their opportunis’ and labor=faking iezdershin) rscently
-~ve too-easily capitulatsl before the ~trike «breaking activities of ths
government, Thcy should take a legson from their brothsrs in France
ard Italy for whom the’law of the land® means less than a Getermired
struggle for their own rights and dignity 28 workerz, Frencha bulleis
and Itallan bayonsts have been no detervent in their correct and revo-
lu*lonary struggie. .American ssamen can and mist initilate for all
! serican workers a correct ani ciinciplad struggle against all forces .
in oppesition, y Uz A P 4 : , -

The second belief which Curran and scme other Caucus leaders would
like Vo fostc » in the thinking of the seamen is .that we can expect soms
degree of Jjustlce from the government, Thils is an especially fantastic
ldiocy in the light of the wnole seriss of strlke-breaking activities
by Truman and the A“ainistration. .Cormunists mist point outbt that the
role of the ©State under Capitalism is the main instrument for the op-
pression of the wurkers. A correct and reveivtioiary :orkers movement
&btbacks all opniassions recardless of ‘whethar the oppressor is the ship-~
ov 2er using th~ overt medius of lcckout 2nd the importation of scab
lzn0r, or the government, using tle medium of Tact-Findiing Boards and
court injunctions, behind which tiL2 shipowner c..ertly . i1das.

The dangers that exlisted for the seamen several months ago have be~
core reajities today. due to the unprincipled fuctional strugglie among
the lea.srship, which ccuseque tly led to a betrayal of the ceamen's in-
verests, At pree~nt, the membership :s disorganiad and confused with
the -~hipowners, tha government, and thelr own leaders aligned agzin.t
them. Thrust backwards in their gtruggle, and foi'ced into a pure.y de-
finsive fizht as 2 - 3sult of these conditione, The membershnip must be
made aware of sulll greater dangers, ' They n.st be put on guard aga.nst
. complete betrayal by Curran and the Caucus who wld argue the safety
or accepting any final govermmant decision, no mat:or how disastrcus to



the welfare of the seamen,

Fore °N Aft would 1ike %o call speclal attention to Curran's

- betraysl of “he membership’s interests by his statement to the
presy several dars hsfore the injunction wns issusd that the
Urton would abide by such an injunction, Thls notoriously:
anti-work.ng class actlon on Curi*an’s behalf, without the
apprasal of the mewbsrship, gave zssurance to the SN1DoH..2rs
and - -the Goverrment that the membership wouvld not defe:d ite
self against the injunction,.. R

The membership must similarly be put on guard against any attempt
by the Party leaders:to provoke a premature ard haywire strike against
the injunction, whieh might bs conpletely dlsorientated and out of con-
text Ath the sentiments and understanding of a major seciion of the .
»ank and fiie. o = g _ : :

Sincere Communists and all those who are interassted in carrying
forward a correct and piincipled struggle should worik with the raik o.d
file tow-»ds the development of a real understarnding of the issues.
«hen the maximum unity of the sszmen is attained through 2 correct ori-
entation, then strike action in defense of their hiring hall and dew=-
mands becor.3 the order of the day. = -

‘ 'Fore *N Aft supporis and encourse.s a strike against ths injunc-
tlon, in éef. 18- of the searens demands; whsn the membership itself is
oropared to take such action in 1:ts own interestd, and not in the in- _
terests of an unprincipled faction, involved in a struggle for power,

Fdbdedede R

THE ARCHIVE RATE.BEHIND TEZ DRAFT RESOLIITION

"Tho, save hopeless bureaucrats, can rely on paper
docuzents alone? 'ho, beside archive rats, does not
undsrstand that a Party and its leaccrs must be tested
-firstfoﬂ;all_bymthainmdaads;and:not~only_by their decla-
rations? ' E-story kriows not a few Socialists who readily
8ig.2d resolutions, no matter -how revolutionarr, in order
Lo escane their annoying critics. Fut that docs not mean
that they carried ~1at these resolutions., Furthermore,
higstor s knows not a few Socialists who, foawming at the
Mouth, called upon the workers' partie' of other countries
to perform the most revoluiic iary actions imagi-able., But
that does not mean that they did not in their-own party,
or in their own country, shrink from firhting their own
opportunists, *heir own bourgeoisie. Is not this why
Lenin taught us o test revol. tionary pa-ties, trends and
leaders, ot by their declara.ions and resolutions, but
by their deeds?" (Original .mphasis)

(J, Stalin in MARXISIT AND REVISIONISM, Little Lenin
Library. Vo.. 29, p.60-61)
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The Draft Resolution for the National Convention of the Communist
Party appeared in The Torker of May 30, 1948. It is designed to serve
a8 ths basis for discussion during +the sixty day pericd preceding the
Conventicn, whick has now been posiponed again until August 3 to 6,
1948. The Draft Resolution, and particularly the Party's announced
berspsective and program, are not "things in themseives™ which can be
evaluated out-sf context,. On.the contrary they tale thelr meaning and
must be- juiged in the framevork: of recent. statemants of the Bavey
leaders, and of the Party's policies and tactics in the rerent period,
as well as by internal evidence in the Resolution itself, vy what 17,
says and by what it fails to say. '

...... » v

Since the-1945 Convention, 'and increasingly-in the months since ~
the organization of. the Communist Information Bureau signalled the -
beginning of a new period. in which greater responsibility of individ-
val Communist Parties to the world movement would be demanded, the A
CPUSA has followed a course of projecting a correct Marxist-Leninist
rolicy in-its theoretical organ, Political Affairs, and to a ‘lesser
extent in the Daily Jorker, while-at: the same time parsulng or pe.mit-
ting National Board members or CP trade union leaders to pursue a :
qulte different course in ths unions and other mass organizations.,
This device has the great advantage that it permits the Party leader-
ship to est Dlish a2 paper record of correct Harxist policies to fore-
stall possible " interference" from Belgrade, and at the sams time to
‘¢ontinue its chronic opporiunist polici:s, and .o shift to others by
one means or ancther blame for the disasirous effects of those policies
on working cliass unity. It has however led to serious confusion and
distrust among Party members and among workers generally, who as a
result have been unable to make a unified or sucéessful fight against
the agents of the bourgeoisie in their mass organizations, and have
fuffered a succession of demoralizing defeats. '

The unanimous vote of the Party delegates at the CIO national and
state conventions for the Mershall Plan, and at the N. Y. State Con=
vention to ceasure the Soviet Union's use of the UN veto and to restrict
its use are examples of this practice. A valrlety of excuses have been
offere¢d for these and other anti-Soviet Union and anti-working class
actions, That most zomwmonly.put forwerd has been that only by. such a
course coul” ."unity" be preserved. Uuity with the so-called “Centrists®
urray and Carey in supnort of the Marshall 2lan =nd o the infamous
'no interference” resolution at the Atlantic City Convention. Unity
with Hollander and Potofsky on the UN -veto resolution. This excuss has
tre advantage of pretending that we were jettivoning one principle,
solidarity with the Soviet Union s:d the workers of the liarshall Plan
countries, in order to salvage another principle, unity of American
wocrkers (as. if the two could be irreconcilable)., Little Marxist re-
fleotion is needed to show that "unity" with ths labor tools of American
lmperiaZism can only mea:: disunity anc a knife in the back of Amarican
vorkers. And thi- the event has fully proved.

Recoiling from the seriousness of the defeats which their capitu-
ations had invited, the Party leadership has scugh’ to dissociate
itself from the responsibility for its actic:s. - "The Party's policy",
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they now say, "was correctly ormosed to these actions, but incorrect
aijlultEOH- of the policy must of course be expscted." 1In the case
of the GIO "no interference" resolution for instance this "expected"
r5n beiween theory and practice occurred,ws are now told, "because
cuile the Party tried to get the CP delegates not to vote for it, it
128 unable to control thew," This happens to be contrary to the facts,
and even were *t not, it would not explain short of mutiny in the top
echelon hcw‘scme members-of the National Board approved and. defended
the delegates' actions in the DV, This inability to enforce discl-
pllne among top CP trade unionists who-collaborate with th. class

.emy, whether real or a2 sham, is in sharp contrast to.the vroupt and
efflcient, 1L usually illegal, expulsions of Comrades:'who dare to
criticize the Party 8- opnortub¢st policies. and leadership..:

e T Lt g g et ¥ et bt T S B f -gr.-hﬁ-" 2 M—fa- T D Fode o Bty W 0

Other variations of the scapesgoat: technique for keeping. the heaty
off the lealership are to accuse practically anyone except the CP
leadership of the very ophortunist errors for which it is responsible.
Browder is-of course a favorite whipping-boy., Thus Stachel (DT,
January 2, 1948) on 7 '« of the Boston Marshall Plan sellout of Dﬂnnis,
WilllamaOﬂ and Co., dedounces Browder 28 a class-collatorationist.
ind now the Draft Resolution blamss the "capitulation of the reaction-
ary and reformist top leaders of CIO and AF of L": for the lassitude
of the work-rs in organizing resistance to the offensive of the imper-
jalist war-mongers. No one:expected anything else from most AF of L
nd right-wing CIO leaderc, but it was recisely the capitulatory and
reformist roZe of the very CP labor leaders to whom the class-consclous
workers looked for guidance which proved the most damaging blow. Time
and again in their Plenum reports Dennis and J7illiamson generously
invite the Party'membership, or the trade unionists or the workers to
8hare the blame of failure when they were permitted by these leaders
"0 Part in the wrong decisiors vhich caused the failures.

Other stretagems employed by the National Board and the Wational
Committee to assume credit where it is nouv due, or to avoid blame in
the eyes of “oreign Parties or their own membership are. fallure to -

raport on important phases of Party. work, g-neralized statements of
errc=3 out of relation- to thelr impact-on the workers‘ struggles, and.
plain- falsificationﬁ- ’JMR- : ..---1 ARDLE N Y 583 ¥ TaaEnlsgl

The Draft Resolution states that* '"Th*'Communist Party from the.
carliest days ezlter the- end_of the war, understood thac its tradition-
al fight for e new people's party dlrected against the two-party
g;stem of the monopolies had once more been placed by events as an
1mmed*at= practical qu-stion befo e the American people, and acting
upon this understanding, it boldly pioclaimed the need for such a new
p:ople's party." ‘Yet, as a matter of fact, nothing could be fartusr
from the truth, (than’that the Party took a for:hright stand in favor
of a nc7T peopie's party Jirected against the two-party system at any
time) until Tallece had settled the crgument for the Party by announc-
ing his independent candidacy on December 30, 1947. Nor did the Party
maks any eifort to assume a vanguard role in the -2merging coalitlon.
On the contrary it leliberately shunned the initia*ive which it now
seeks for the ricord to credit itself.
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"Yes, a new party of course, but the most important thing is to
defeat the Republicans in 1948", the Party double-talked. "i7e nged
2 new party, but the masses aren't ready yet, so we can't isolate
ourselves by taking the lead; anyhow it's too late for 1948; perhaps
in 1952." 3But let the Party leaders speal for themselves:

Hax Gordon(D7, 16 November 1946) scolds the voters who failed to
vote because they saw so little difference between Truman and the
Republicans., And earlier (20 September 1946) he labeled the claim
that there 1s no difference between-a Truman and a Vandenzarg "a
dangerous tendency". .The Torker urged editorially (8 January 1948)
political unity of labor:(with the Democrats) and denounced "profes-.
sional red. baiters, Trotskyites, and phony Socialists (who) are
whooping it-up for-a 'third party' right now in order to discredit
the idea by premature:actions".,  The bitterest denunciation that the- .
Party could bring against: the PR Club when it was expelled in November
1946 was that it had wmade "one-sided attacks on the. Democratic Party."

lMore than a year after the end of the war Dennis wrote (PA Sept.
1946) "The Republican Party is and remains the main party of reaction
and monopoly capital, (and) the Truman administration is still sensi-
tive to certain mass pressures.," This after Truman had smashed the
railroad strike. And in February 1947 (PA, p.1l1l8) Foster declared:
"To defeat Republican reaction must be the major objective of the 1948
campalgn. All other considerations should yield to this supreme nec-
essity". Including obviously the building of an independent new
party. As-late as August 1947 (PA, p. 675) Foster referred to the
Republican Party as "the wmain party of imperialist finance capital®
as his contributlon to:clarity on the need for a new party.

But if the Party vacillated as to whether or not it was for an
independent new:party, it never vacillated on the tailist role which
it proposed to play in such a party if and when it appeared. Bittle-
wan was the chief "theorstical" exponent of this tailism. He branded
(D7 17.February 1947) as -"leftist opvortunism"(sic) the assumption
that the People's Coalition. should "from the very outset be led and
dominated by the most advanced sections of labor and the Communists."
To do so he insists would involve (just why he doesn't say), a direct
fight for a socialist soclety for which the American people are not
ready. Therafore, he concludes, the hegemony of the movement must be
relinquished to less advanced and more-vaclllating elements.

- This is in direct contradiction to the specific directives on
the People's- Coalition which Dimitroff gave American Communists at
the Seventh CI Congress. "7We should develop", saild Dimitroff, "the
most widespread movement for the creation of sueh a Party, and take
a lead in 1t: In no case must the initiative of organizing the party
be allowed to pass to elements desirous of utilizing the discontent
of the masses which have become disililusioned in both the bourgeois
parties, Memocratic and Republican, in order to create a 'third party!
in the United States as an anti-Communist party, a party directed
against the revolutionary movement.
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At the 1945 Convention Comrade Dennis ascribsd the gross oppor-
tunist errors of the Browder period to the fact that: " We have not
yet established genuine democracy and collective work, Ve have con-
fused the forging of firm, unbreakeble Communist unity with the
Creation of syntaetic-unity, which curtailed criticism and self-
criticism." (The “Vorker, 1 July, 1945) - His proposal to correct
these grave qultS, ﬂhlch was adopted by the Convention, was: "It
is essential to institute everywhere full inner-rFarty democrnzy,
based upon the principle of democratic.centralism. It is necessary
to put an end to that practice where new major pollcles are sudderly
and- without consultation tﬁrust upon- our mﬂmbershlp .

‘And ‘yet" tupés years later, ‘and’ witﬁ‘this Same 'Dennis’ General
Secretary of the Party, criticism (as-opposed to adulation) can be
exercised by other than members of the.- National RBoard, crly at the
risk of expulsion. TNemocratic centralism is non-existent, and new
and major policies continue to be thrust upon the mambership w1thout
consultation. _ i 3 7} : - LREe " :

i Yet in: the 11, OOO words of the Draft Resolution there is no
mention of these unfulfllled promises, or indsed of democratic cen-
tralism. This despite the fact that as recently as the February 1948
~Plenum,  Demnis confessed that lackz of adequate self-criticism was a
main cause of the serious opportunist errors the Party has made since
1945, The Draft Resoiution fails also to mention the Party's support
of the CIO "no interference" resolutlon, or its decision not to affil-
iate with the C.I.B. for fear of reprisals by the bourgeoisie, Never-
theless, as if to. compensate for these omissions, it boldly proclalms
that: "7e do not shrink from the hanmmer blows of reaction.”

In the course of a recent Brooklyn expulsion meeting, the expel-
lee was informed that "proper criticism", contrary to that of which .
he had been guilty, "consists of awaiting the publicatlon of the Draft
Resolution and basing criticisms on its formulations" The 7orker of
May 22 warned us further that: "the solution of internal problems"
such as Inner-Party democracy, etc. shculd ot occupy too much of our
. eritical attention. .1t appears-reasonable~to © nclude therefore that
the omission of mertion in,the DR of controversial subjects with regazrd
to which ths leadership might well find it difficult to defend itself,
is part of a carefully conceived plan to po_ice the pre-convention
discussions, and to 'avold embarrassment or worse for the leaders.
Together with Dennis' blunt threat (D7 11 February 1948) against "ir—
responsible-elements (who) exploit our:-errors for factional purposes”
characterizations which can be made to apply to any me~ber who speaks
out forthrightly against opportunism {and have already been so applied),
it appears to us as it must to many Party members, as intimidation of

e most brazen sort,

This then is the context in whica the DR shculd be read and
evaluated, If the solemn promises of the 1945 Resolution on so imvort-
ant . Party question as Democratic Centralism could be completely lost
wilthout trace, what confidence can thers be that the perspectives and
program of the present resolution will not .ove equally illusory,

'nce the leadership has been safely reelected and the Convention
adjourned? As Stalin has stated it: "WWho beside JPChiVe rats, dces
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not understand that a Party and i%ts leaders must be tested first of
all by their deeds and not by their decla rations?”

In conclusion we want to address a few words of encouragement
and eolidarity to Comrades in CPUSA who are. determined to rid ths
Party of its opnortunist bamgage and turn.it to a truly Marxist-Leninist
course. Flrst of all you must not be deterred from the broadest and
sharnest criticism of the Party's actions, of the consistent and pur-
poseful gap between correct paper pollcies and thelr apolication, of
the Party’s fallure to give principled leadershin in the tJAGe,unicns.
You must not permit efforts to-use the Draft Resolution as a siraight
Jacket to stifle justified criticism to succeed. You must cut through
attempted legalisms to demand that discussions be based on inner-rarty
democracy, and that real Democcratic Centralism, promised by the 1945
Convention,  be establlshed in fact.

Despite tha desirc of the Nﬂtional Committee to avoild discussion
of " internal problems", they were unable entirely to conceal the
skeleton of opportunism in their closet, or to lock the door securely
against those who are determined to brlnn it out in the open and give
+t 1ts long overdue burial, Thus the Draft Resolution speaks of "the
crucial importance of developing loyalty to the CP, of strengthening
- discipline ~nd mass act1v1ty‘bﬂsed on & clear vnderstqndlng of, and
devotion to the Party's principles and pollclen;“ (Our emphasis)
Again it demands that: " The fight amgainst Browder revisionism and
against right orportunism and leftist sectarianism must be continued
and intensified.," These chinks of daylight must be utilized to raise
correct criticisms and demands for inner-Party democracy and for a
forthright denunciation of opportunist policies and leaders.

~ Many specific questions and demands which concern the workers must
bﬂ brought forward, such as: - -

Thy didn t the Pﬂrty call for mass, act*ons in support of
the Frexich and Itﬂlian strikes?

Thy hasn' t tha Party rﬂised the slognn of rafusing to
load or sail mmition ships for Creece, China and Indonesia?

Demand that CP members in the unicns, guilty of personal’
corruption or othertanti-worker actions be exposed and expelied,

Demand that. Party members expelled for fighting opportun*sm
be reinstated.,

Raise the question as to whethar the YCL should be recon-
stituted.

NDemand that the Party affiliate with the Comnunist Informa-
tion Bureau, a2nd denounce the cowardly lick-spititli-z of the
Mational Board, who dared to give fear of the bourgeoicie’s
anger as an excuse not to join.
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Demand that Socialism be taken out of the moth balls of
timid eventuality, and vut back invo our literature and our
rrograms, not as an inmediate goal, but as a constant per- -
Srestive toward which all our strategy and tactics, all our
agitation aud struggles for more lmmediate gains are conscious-
ly directed.

Life will not wait upon a laggard CTUSA to acknowledge and cor-
rect itz cpoortunist errors, and accepl its responsibility as the
Party of the agsressor nation. This discussion period must therefore
be made a turning point in the American Communist moveusnt. We believe
it is the urgent responsibility of every B olshavik Comrads to utililze
this period for the most determined efforts t,o arouse the membership
to repudiate the Party's revisionist role, and set it on the Harxist-
Leninist road. <ates

Je urge this fight, Comrades of the CPUSA, desvite the fact that
we doubt that it can achieve its main objective, because we believe
it is the only way you can rrepare for the next stage in the fight
against opportunism, ramely.a new alignment of our forces. The
actions of the National Committee,- the tightening of bureaucratic
controls, the intolsrancs of any real criticism, the continued expul-
sions of a’l who seriously disagree, - have convinced us that no
pressures which the membership can generate can now succeed in bring-
ing about the basic changes in directicn and leadershiz, without
which there car be no real CP. (Cértain token concesslong may be made
to the workers' dissatisfaction; Al Lannon may mumble out of the
left side of his mouth, or Tilliamson may give IlcKanzie and Smith a
mentle tap on the Right arm, but it must be remembered that there can
be no compromises with opportunism, There 1is eithner the ideology of
Marx and Lenin or the bourgeois ideology of the social-democratic
betraysers; there can be no other.)

Te believe therefore that the only way to achieve a bona fide
CP in Amerina is for Comrades, in and out of CPUSA, who want such a
Party, to. achieve ideological agreement and then to proceed without
further delay with the organizational tasks of building it outside
-the framework of the present CrUSA, ‘ '

Thy tnen do we urge you, Party Comrades, to conduct a determined
struggle in the pre-Conventlion discussions, and up to and as far as
rossible in the National Convention? Precisgely because umany of you
(and also certain expelled Comrades) still have 1llusions that the
GPUSA is not hopelesss, that the fight inside the Party can yet succeed.
Very well, we sincerely hope that ycu can prove we ars wrong. Jhile
we consider this extremely improbabla, we would then look forward to
rajoining you within a redeemed CPUSA.

The need for the bona fide Comrnist Party of which we 3peak is
“pesl and immediate if the workers' fight to defeat the plans of
American ‘impsrialis~ for fascism and World Tar III 1is to succeai.

But should your efforts fail, as we believe they must, to accoumplish
" the hopsd for cshanges; if the discussion pz~iod and corventions
should result, despite some harmless breast beating, in a renewed and
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indefinite "mandate" to the same opportunist leaders to commit the
same oproritunist errors only a little more disuﬂeetly, then von_gg;;
have %k arned through your onn experience that the uDUSQ is not =d
cannot become suca 2 bona fi tde Periv. There can bn no further 11-

Tusions as to "irmer-Party democvacy® or " reforms!

Te helieve that the preconditions will then exist and that the
will be ripes for a joint effort of Comrades both within and without
the CPUSA to. proceed with the ideologlcal and organizational tasks
necessary foir the building of a new Communist Party, = a Party which
wi1ll reject opnoruunlsm in fact, and will base itself upon the closest
collaoﬁ“atxon with the Commgn+st Informqtion Bureaus.
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TYQ-IETTERS TC FORE "N AFT

Dear Comrades gt j ki '”: '_l1 Y. "”_" eade o,

This articie is motivatedfby a sincere desire to crsate conaitions
Sthat will allow maritime workers to builid a truly Revoluticnary Marxict
Leninist PQPLYO A *ar+y that stands openiv ard vwequiv;calx; for the
OVERTHROW of capitailism and the estabilsumewt nf Socialiism by strug-—
gling today -

We submit this article to the Fore ‘N Af% because it is the only
publication which attempts to givs a Marxist-Leninist guidance to the
confused and bitier strugg-e in the NMU teday,

_ Before we arrived in New York City, cur pesition was clear and:

firm, Tne Scegial-Democratic, ci aﬂsmcallabowaclonlStﬂ bureauv”au;c

{and we use the adjectives dsliberately) machine within the NMU must
2 desnroyad. - T R SR o R b e T

After witnessing the last NMU membsrship meeting at Manhattan
Canter, we acd another-label to-this frauvdnuisent group of bureauvcrats’
wio zre destroying the working class name of the CP, Shades of the

struggles of the SUR, Never, even the most bitter and finsl days of
the - LP frachdion in the SUP- aid we couduct owrselves so aiagﬂacpfully_
and with Su,” gangster tactics as was carslzd on by this farcical
CPs W2 lost L ouase our tactics and our line was incowsrect (to this
date there hay yet to.be @n analysis by the California CP of cur miss
takes in thai Union. o
i With about 2,000 workers at the meetir » “"e combined voting on
the main issus, uaat of the Injunﬁtion, found oaly 550 workers expres=
sing themselveg, The rest refused to vote-~their abstention teld
pilenty. The hysterizal screaming and stouping on chairs by this young
generation of Browdsr=Dennig trainad Party memburs aroussd notining bub
op2n contsmpt ezprezsed by many velteran ssauen sitting beside the
wriitar, The Party's machine poileZ 7256 votes for Ferdinand Smith for
chairman (he was bsaten by the chairman of the Rank and Fiie Gaucus
by a vote of two tc one). That was their hiigheet vete of the evening.
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Yes -~ the workers ore repudlaling ten rot ten years of class col-
laboration and mis-leadsrship. Tais ig the last thing of course that
this frauduient C? will sonsider. 7“hoy refuss to ask, why, afte
jauel¢nb Curran = “shipowner agent' - ths workers are Su3p0“t ng this

shipowner agent®, The answer is obv*ous to any honest revolutionist.
Their choice should Ls oba*ous to any who have the slightest conception
of the class siruggle

Our criticism and anal vsis of tbe Rank and File Caucus as observed
3,000 miles away has proven eorrect, upon a fﬁrst hana_cohuaot with the
farres +hat make up this movement. Wie refqged to join i%t wonths Azos .
because ws .sald it had adopted an anti-working class slogen. That .its
idsology essentlally wasg not only anti-Farty machine but also anbi~
working class. We sald that tte leadership of the Caucus and the CP
were bobh airaid. of any nilitant. aut%onaz;:_; _ '

* alls bl : § i

But above/wa were concerned with the siogan ho cliques, groupings
or factions or parties", . Td SUFPORT THIS SLOZAN IS -T0° REFUSE TO RECOG=
NIZE-THAT THERE MUST BE FREZ. DRMOCUATIC CONDITIONS hdIGH WILL ALAD b 14515
VHVBEWSL** T0 BUILD TH EER URN L“VO;UT*ONAQJ Ehnr*,

T

Our estim at& of the Caucus wa.sg correct . We 8t11l refuse to glve a
blank checl: endorsement to itlas the Party @13 with Roosevelt for 12
vears;. ‘We say.thosa Marilsis who ar supporting: this Caucus muist and
aould have the pesition of Pr*ncﬂplad “hupﬁ -t .% We believe in tne in-
teredt of develcpling a revolutionnry mcvement in-the NMJ, they should
have, and must leb the workers know thay are ths real Communisbs. The?
pust nct oniy blast the Party for what it is b’ they must-in the same
breath expiain trat there has to be a working ciass party that will .

-f1 st for Socialism and against Caritalism within the Union. Thay shouR
vave and must tell the worksrs how a real Farty would have > workad and
W¢11 w rk in the Union. The glection is Just aboui overs, There is no

doubt that the: Caucus will win. WE THINX NOW IS THE TIMZ BEFORE TFE
RESULTS ARE KNOWN FGR ALL SINCERE MARXISTS 1ITHIN THE’ CAUCUS TO MA;E
THE_R P”SITIUN GEEAR. sk

.

'iﬁlg- Buﬁca Seanders J.'“ :
;I-;_:,,,; 5 0 ﬁ;__ National Maritime Union

P.S, True Commuﬁists have nothlng to hld,_ ' ;
¥Fore ‘N Aft cannot suppor: the Caucus under any conditlonso Fore 'N
ATt however dc3s think thao there are good ~--1f. temporarlly confused

nen in the Caucuao \y
N # % % OB W

Dear Comradest

Dus to shipping stesdily and adé'ass difficenlties, I have Just re-
celved the &th iciue of Fore 'N Aft, I agree witn the criticlsm of the
Par.r and analysis of the role the arty has piayed in the MU, Namely,
a betrayal of its.own principles and uembers by lirpservice oppositlon
to the Marshalﬁ Plas, ths Taft~Hart¢ey Law r*na, etle

Fore ‘N A’t cor“ectly equses the Caucus as = reactionary red-
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‘baiting group representing the Marghall Plan and the war plans of Amerl-
can reaction, cpposition to the Third Party, sell-out in the fight a-
gainst the Taft-Hartley Law and the sdabotaging of the fight against the
deportation of Ferdinand Smith, '

Fore 'N Aft correctly tells the workers not to support the Caucus,
but by calling for a policy of vote neither slate, Fore 'N Aft takes a
negative position. It leaves the rank and file of the Union membership
without means of expressing their oppositlion to ths red-baiting of the
pro-imperialist and sellout policies of the Caucus. The criteria b7
which Fore 'N Aft calls upon the membership to judge who should be the
officials or whom to vote for are good, but in the absence of an in-
dependent slate remain an abstractlon with no possible room for actlon.

I belisve that the position of Fore "N Aft should have been to
support the Party slate for the one important purpose of registering ths
membership's repudiation of the policies of the Caucus. This support
could in no way be unconditional. Thls support should have been ac-
companied by exposure of the Party's lipservice to a prograssive program
Fore 'N Aft should have called for actlon by the membership to put Party
le,ders on the spot. to force them to carry out thelr program. Secondly;
this support should have been accompanied by a choice of individuals on
both slates who came closest to filling the requirements put forth by
Fore 'N Aft. .This followed by a call to the membership to take actlon
to push these people to the assumption of a more correct position. The
election of such people would help the fight to get rid of both un-prin-
cipled machines after the elections, I repeat that even if the strength
of Fore 'N Aft was insuffleient to appreciably influence the results of
the election, a correct principled position is nevertheless of the ub-
most importance. This position should have been calling upon the mem-
barship to repudlate Curran's reactionary program to support a pro-
gressive anti-imperialist program. The only way this could have been
done under the circumstances existing in the NMJ was to gupport the
Party slate while at the same time carrylng out rank and file action to
force the Party to cease its lip-service at the game time 1ts sabotage
of a progressive pmw gram. Such a position would have initiated and pre-
pared the way for a principled struggle to drive out of the NMU both the
oppcrtunist mis-leaders of the Communist Party waterfront machine and
the reacticnary mis-leaders of the Caucus.

'TComradely_yours,
A Maritime Worker

* #* ¥ ¥

Fore 'N Aft's Answer
.~ (to the above letter)

. Writing regarding our election issue (#4), the Comrade correspon-
dent (hereafter Comrade C) makes 1t clear that he agrees with our ana-
1lysis but not with our conclusions., This limits the territory we have
to cover 1n our answer and allows us to concentrate on the problem
underlying this discussion: the independent role of a small group of
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Communists in a situation in which 3wo "major" machines are incorrect.
"Boih siles wrong” is a situzition which confronts American Communlsts
a grealt part of the time. Too often, they are flabbergasted by this
predicament and &:zsperately attempt to find justification for one of
the two incorrect sides. We think that the logic in the very ldeas
Comrade C strescses leads to our position and away from his.

3 Four main polnts: are made in Comrade C's letter, 1-He agrees with
Fore YN Aft's analysis and criticism of both machines--the CP and the
Caucus, 2-He suggests and analyzes the error in F & A's conclusions..
5 and 4-He, unwittingly, presents two separate conclusions which coi=-
tradict and cancel out one another, and whaich lead-logically-back to
F& A's position., ' e Ve M : e AR, e 5 2

B T SN S S SO - "
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1- "I zaree with the criticism of the Party and analysis of the
role ths Party has played in-the NMU" etc. "Fore 'N Aft Correctly ex-
boses the Caucus as reactionary redbaiting groUPss«». 8tC.

Obviously, Courade C and T & A agree on toth machineso

2~ Comrade C characterizes F & A's "vcte neither slate" as a "nega-
tive position". We think that for Communists a negative position is
baslcally ore of destructive criticism, incomplete criticism; no posi-
tion policy (or neutral position), or-.-certainly--an incorrect position
generally., But, definitely, there is nothing negative in Comaunist
advice to vot2 for neither of two wrong slates or machines., In fact,
Communists sometimes find it necessary to advise workers to boycoti
certain elections. e think it wuld certainly be a negative position
in the NMU today to ask seamen to vote for a machine which is gullty of
"a betrayal of its own principles and members" in order "to repudiate
Curran's reactionary progrem", We--"positively"--cannot see how we are
geing to repudiate Curran's program by endorsing a machine which betrays
the seamen to Curran'’s program. That would bs negative,

The Comrade writes that this negative position "leaves the rank and
file of the-union membership without means of expressing thelr opposi- '
tion to,..the Gaucus™, ' We feel that opvosition can be expressed by wor-
kers in many ways other than by voting for machines which do not repre-
sent them, This is often the case because we_live under a system in
which, a1l too often, workers cannot-~have nct t's weans to--eXpresg
themselves through major candidates or machines. Somstimes, Communists
have to advise workers to write in candidates, boycott elections, or
canpaign only on issues and positions without candidates. (Of course, as
Soon ag possible, Communists try to run candidates.) Al:=0, because of
varying reasons, Communists sometimes have to run independently vi thout
constituting themselves another small slate. The responsibility that
Communists must have in any situation is to give the workers a definite,
non-double-talk program iiu order oo ed.icate tiuem beyond the limitsd hori-
zon of one eiection., In the NMU electiong, # & A dild cffer a clear-cut
program--—-as the writer admits,., It did offer~-as the writer admilts--
good criteria for judging candidates. The electlons are not the mosth
important factor in the NMU tcday. More important is the development of
an independent Communist policy and a principled Communist corps.




Comrade C maintains that "in the absence of an independent slate"
our criteria "remain zn abstraction with no possible room for actton',
This, in Cowmunist ideology, is untrise because candidates and slates are
not limitations or prerequisites for action, Such en idea bstravs a re-
;ggnce on parlismentavisa which is not Marxist-leninist. It would be

closer to the truth lo say tnat, too often, WOT&GPS vota for mis-repre-
sentativas with a ssnse of "austracuion" (such as: "you have to vote for
someone" ) which ignores action aa the import ant factor, We think Com-
rade C would agree with us on this. Lo

Aside from all this, F & A did ask the seamen to vot.m for the hest
candidates according to 1+s cuecklist because it believed that there
were good men-running--but not defined by siates. Also, for the reason
that we thouzht there were: good men (if confused) in both machines who
would turn out OK, we considered the most important educalional factor
to be voting on-a program independently of either slate. The day will
soon come when the best NiiUers will ditch btoth machings and become a
real leadership. We also made-it clear that any independent candidate
in the NMU who measured up to standzards should be voied fer, F & A did
not list names because both machines had hired "Diogenes and his candle
to track down the honest men" in F & A and working with it. For secu-
rity reasons we did not name a F & A siate. We, ourselves, fesl that
this is not the most effective way to work, and we intend to remedy this
as soon as we can. Perhaps C insists on the names. But C, himsell, did
0t list names. Perhaps his reasons are as undserstandable and responsi-
bie as ours, It is exactly with the heip of such Comrades as C that we
can progress past our temporary inability to work completely openly and
remedy this shortcoming, Ws feel that our gene;;l anonynity is not an
error; it is an unfortunate inconvenlence al the moment. There is no
reaeon for allowing this iempcrary convenience to p;event us from pro=

soccting the correct analysis and progran. for juilging cand‘dates.'

3—Comrade=0's first slate. C says support the CP slate condition-
ally to repudiate tine GCaucus, The conditions are "“exposure of the
Party's lipservice" and pressure on the CP candidates to enforce the
lipserved program. We think that an exposurc of the CP proves ths be-
trayal of its principles and members to the Gaucus, IT this ig true,
how can we rebudiau} the Caucus via a beitraval by the CP to the Caucus?
Even as an “abstraciion’ it doesn't wmake sense., EX UOSUPG of the CP
machine proved to ug that the CP machine deoe3 not and +ill not respond
to pressure and the denires of the membership--except to step up ths
‘betrayal with “oubletalk twice confounded. We are surse .that Comrads C
krows that the oF does noi c-:_;uni;sna:um peaeg3urs on 1 in a very niianci-
pled way. In other words, C's cond ;tions merely destrcy the logical
possiblility of supportling the CP slate, His next condition-leads in
acuaality to no slate ‘and a new tactic: % ey

L-"Secondly, this- support sheculd have been accompanied by a choice
of indivliduals on both slates who cawms closest to filling the require-
ments put fortd by Fere ‘N Aft" plus pressure on these., This choica

. Trom both slates negates the support for the ons slate: C implies that
only part of the CP zlate should be csupported: he implies that only
nart of the Caucusg slate should be supportec. Comrade C is thous back
aw P& A 8 position in the e;ectlon' find the best candidates whsrever
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they are, In fact, Comrade C correctly states that such a careful
choice regardless of glates would tend to dastroy both machines after
the elections, Why is it that while understanding the CP betrayal C
still gravitates towards the CP slate? Could it be-=-and understandably
enough=-that confronted with the mess in the NHU, C instinctively turns
to the good name Communist on a bad slate? If understandable, this is
incorrect merely for the reason that "all Communism in this CP machine
1s purely fictitious; any resemblance to actual Communism is purely
coincidental and unintentional." :

Anyway, we agree on the iuportant point with Comrade C. We nead
"a principled struggle to drive out of the NHU both the opportunist
Wisleaders.of. tke CP waterfront machine. and the. reactionary migleaders
of the Caucus". We also agree that "even if the strength of Fore 'N Aft
was insufficient to appreciably influsnce the results of the election,
a corrsct mincipled position is nevertheless of the utmost importance."
This is the position F & A took and will continue to take. N

We appreclate the sincere and serious way .n which Ccmrade C of-
fered us s criticism. We feel that it was offered as constructive
criticism to help F & A. And all such criticism does, despite any dis-
agreements, help us reevaluate our position continually as demanded by
the complicated situation in the NMU. We hope that Comrade ¢ will see
In our answer an equal sincerity, and we hope he feels with us that our
ggreement on the analysis of both machinss and our common intentions to
rebulld the MU to its former posiition of militant union leadership in
the U.S. 1s much more far~reaching than our current disagreement.

R H e R

Following is a partial list of some of the literature Fore 'N Aft has
distributed without cost to iis readers:

1. Stalin's Speeches on the Americen Communis? Party (Reprint of
of a pamphlet published by the Central Comm., CFUSA 1929)

2, How the American Communist Party Carries Out Self-Criticism and
Controls Fulfillment of Decisions - by J. Tsirul (Reprint of
an article published in Vol, IX - #15 of the C. I. 1932)

5» Opsn Letter From the Comintern to Sixth Convention of the CPUSA
(Reprinted from "On the Road to Bolshevization™ 1929 - publi=~
shed by Executlve Committee Communist International)

4, Present Situation and Our Task (Report of Chairman Mao Tze-Tung
to the G?ntral Committee of Chinese Communist Party on Dacember

: 25, 1947

5. Excerpts from a Soviet Review of James Allen's book (Printed in
#20 October 1947 of Bolshevik, theoretical organ of G.P.S.U.

6. The Crisis in the CPUSA by Harrison Ge~~ge (Printed December'47)

7. Open Letter to the Membershiy CPUSA by Francis Franklin

ore 'N Aft has also circulated the literature of other correct ex-
pelled groups. Finances have not been an easy problem although to date’
F & A have been reluctant to solicit its readers. For the continued dis-
tribution of such material (Gominform Organ. New Times, etc.) your con=-
tributicne are needed.
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