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T# be: §ié'ﬁihﬁthegfight¥t0'deyelopyreal.Communist.activity
in¥ourf industry andifiniithe: Unitea btates, ‘and. to develop a program Y
Qfﬁggxion@bQSEdﬁupoﬁEtheg;eachings ofi Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, : &5

rthes struggle” Be Socielism.. . - e e Y ¢ SRR G gt SR

of' | the onpo tﬁgistffcleféf?theﬁpresént‘leadership of

thelCPUSE, (ﬁpeciﬂicallyithefwaterfrontgleadership) end the resulting
conﬂusionmtcaaliﬁworxers;¢bonaﬁﬁide>Communist-theory and. activity has
become z preséing~necqgéity;z“In'thefmaritime industry, the opportun-
ismﬁfndmcareézismﬂofﬁthefpresent<CP_leadership'have.been disastrous

toﬁthafclassébonsciousneSS'oﬁ'tne meritime worker end ruinous to
maritime relations... None of the present ‘problems of the unions of"

the industry can be resolved in cny part to the satisfsection of the
real*interests of the workers until the core of zll1 these problems,
the-.charscter of the CP,.1s properly resolved. It is g political
fantasy to believe that. the uniond problems can be solved :in the reel
interestﬁof“thefworkars.without.a.real;CommUnist Party giving militant
leadersnip,--gnythingjshort;of:militant CP lecdership of the working
clasyﬁresultsain'whatvwe;witness,today:;confusion, splits end the re—
surgence: of ‘right-wing sctivity in the United States. s ;

“nTherefore, it isithe responsibility of ¢ll:sincerc Cowrnmists,
whether. currently CH.membars}?ﬁ expelled, . dropped or resigned Commun-—
istsd . to build’z’ real CP in’ the U.S.5%Todo this WU Commumnists can -
in theinfown-unionﬁ~q;~and.immediatelyh- This is why some of us
rerstarted ahsimple,”"oidﬁfashionedf;,Cbmmunist unit - end:for these
Toursres sons s@dldsr Laiiiniy s en o ol e te '

i fWafmusttfigththe-Imperialist,preparation for war abroad and
Steps toward 'Fascism zt home in oraer to assist the struggling
-People¢5'aemocracies-throughout the world and. to preserve
QU OWN  DBMOCTECY oldiiaty. - iihie i s Sl S

2. We who believe. in atsoclalist U.8F 8. 298 our time zre’ going
to-work forrit;- et o B R

3. We. who helped build the NUU are going“to fight tor it and save
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4., e know that none of thesc three cen be achicved unless we
build an indeocndant. rnd veal Communist Party. )

As you rcad this, face a few sour facts.. Consider the vardous
fruits nedaled as Communist policy'in the NiU by the CP lezdsrship,
well-intentioned C2 rank ana filers end expelled Communists. fnelyze
your own rccent record in *the NiU. Just how Communist hos it becon..
Heve. you, toc, been "libercsted" from the old. principled Communist
ideas and attitudes cnd arc you now a sensible, practical machine
cheredeter? i Is.the once solid Communist core in you dezd — or only
"withering zwey" at the moment. Aire-you an ersutz "loye 1% €P hccek,
or- on the:.other-hend, his the CP's degenerstion sangered you so much
that your gozlihss become the destruction of the CPUSA, rather than
the-building of a real:CPUSL? Or - arc you <t the moment meking the
transition .to respecteble liberalism. ~ If none of this fits, pcrhops
you cre "romentically enough® a disiliusioncad Communist, or perheps
what Lenin called. the "sniveller!, Think it all over from the be-
ginning and decide where you stend., It will mcke the aifiercnce for
a_long time-toicome, i u _ -

Many Communists hold the illusion thst the building of a recl
CP can be accomplished only through the complete destruction of the
present CP at any cost. They nurture the false idea that the reel
CP they desire will rise from the sshes. They hcve fallen into the
trap of such "logict by assisting in the growth of the RBenk end File
Caucus in the NifI, believing thct this wes the only vehicle from
which to fight c¢n entrenched opportunistic mechinc.,. Too many honest
scamen cnjoy membership in the Csucus only as a result of their re-—
jection of the present CP lezdership and their twireness of its mrny
obvious errors. While grievinces tgeinst the CP lesdership are valid
e¢nd correct, these sesmen,who ¢re not in principle enti-communist,
¢re feced vwith the contreaiction between, on the one hind, their =-
wereness of the CP¥s opportunism, :nd on the other hend, their un-—
awareness of the dangers of "Communist red-kaiting", cooperation with
Trotskyites and other wrecking elements within the Renk cnd File
Caucus. Therefore, we feel tnct many Comuunists in the Caucus are
duplicating the same przctices they fought in the party.

WE WHO DESIRE TO WORK TOWARDS THE DEVELORMENT OF 2 RELL
COMLUNIET PARTY ON THE VWATERFRONT, REJECT EQULLLY THE
OP’ORTUNIST POLICIES OF THE PRESENT CP WATERFRONT LEADER -
SHIP AND THE ANTI-/ORKING CLASS OXIENTATION OF THEE RANK
AND FILE CAUCUS.

Before & Communist attempts solutions, he should really investi-
gate the problems fecing him. The besic ¢nalysis ¢nd solution for
this period. is contrincd in the Menifesto of the racent conference cof
the 9 Communist Psrties in Belgrcde. WE SUBSCAIBE TO THAT MANIFESTO.
(In the nezt weeks we will circulate this rnd related matcerial to
the Communists in the NMU)

The Conference found the world split into two cemps. The
Imperialist,anti-democratic crmp, led by the U.S5.A., has.ss its
purpose the crushing of democrccy snd progress =11 over the world,
the revival of Fescism, snd the sub jugetion of the whole world to the
U.S.. The cnti-impericlist, democratic camp, led by the Sovie: Union,




‘has as its.purpose the blocking of imperialist aims, war and
fascism, and the strengthening of aemocricy all over the world,

This fplanned"” war is not inevitable. Therg-;s a great gap
between imperialist desire for war znd their «bility to 1mp%ement'
their wsr plens. It becomes the responsibility of the RFQElCEHH'
working class to the workers of the world to frustrate these ambi—
tions of Well St. Defense of their own interests as American work-
ers 1is coincident with the defense of the interests of the workers
of the world.,

American Communists heve = special role as Communists
wWithin the Aeressor Naetion To thwart these olens of
Amertsn Tmperialism

We know that before the U.S.4.. can seriously embark upon a third
world war against the democracies of the world, she must first de—-
stroy &1l democratic rights end. institutions of the American work—
ers. Fsscism in the U.S.4. is the prereguisite for warp &gainst the
Soviet Union. Fascism is the Irantic "solution¥ of Well St. in this
-period of the sharpening of the universal cricrs of Cepitelism znd
the strengthening of world. democricy snd Socialism,

The working class must be Prepared. for leadership in thss.
crisis, Therefore, our program in the NMU must be to smesh the
Mdrshall Plan for the dominztion of the world; to smash the Taft—
Hartley Lew without legalistic iliusions of compromisc; to refuse to
load. and. seil ships destined for imperizlist use. We can do this
successfully if we don"t fzl1 into the error of underestimeting the
strength of the Americen working class or the democre tic foreces of
the: world, or of the NI We cen do this if we tcke & lesson from
the: Austrslisn longshoremen cnd the Cenadian seamen who stopned all
shipment of cargoes destined for Dutch imperizlist use against the
Indonesian people,

! We can take lessons from our own maritime industry. Remember 1917
- — Vest cozst longshoremen refused to lozd ships destined for inter-
vention ageinst the Koviet Union. Remember —— Frisco longshoremen

who refused to losgd ships destined for Japenese imperislist exXpsnsion,

ass militant zction to enlist public support for the Peoples of
China, Greeece znd Indonesia must be obteined, This, the present
leadership of the GP hes consistently failed to do. We point to
their notorious failure to relly support for the French working cless
in its recent crisis, leaving the French workers completely unsuppor—
ted. Fortunetely the velient efforts of Communist ¢nd non-Comminist.
Crew members of £ ships docked in Marseilles left. these French workers
not- entirely unaided. The NMU is in & key position to militently -
guarentee in eloguent tctions the nationsl Soverelignty of the Euro—
bean nations threatened by the Mershall plan,

The prevention of Fescism in Americs is the prevention. of another
world. wer, There is only one way that Communists csn effectively
plan this fight against Fascisnm and.lmperialism, and that is through
the application of the Pecoplel's Frot in the UsSa, 7o understand this



(4)

Jear MU Communists should carefully study Dmitroff's "United
gizgilgéagigt.Eascismﬂ-(Raport.to the. 7th Congress of_the ©.I.), the
Menifestec and the orgen of the Cominform (¥For a Lasting Pegce, For
¢ Pcople’s Democraecy®) end Tito's recent report to the Pooplefs Front
Front in Yugoslevia.. An importent point mede by Tite vas that the
People's Front was not obsolete, as some Communists have recently
decided, but more valuable than ever,

Dmitroff said in his report that the application of the People's
Front.in:the U.S.A. should be - - an anti-fascist, anti—imperialist.
non-red-baiting third. party. Today we have the beginnings gf & ardss
party intAmerice, whose orientstion is anti-fascist. and anti-imper—
ialist.: “Luckily, due to bad judgement on the part of the znti-3rd
party@brcas, who -decided to kill a 3rd party by leaving it en masse,
we have also a non-red-baiting 3rd. party. Although the program of
this party is a correct. one, there are subtle dsngers involved. The
3rd. party is too much s Wallace psrty, a one men party. It still
harbors shame-faced. illusions about.possibilities in. the Democratic
Party. Despite repeated. warnings from its own members that the
success of a genuine third party must rely besicually on organized
labor, the CP.leadership in.all the discussion on & 3rd party, has
relied on public statements, and the prestige of Mleaders™ instead
of the orgsnizetion of a membership ard party. NMU Communists should
work for the 3rd party and for clarity on the Third. Party problem.
They should not. be misled by the previous CPUSA Tprematurity”
double-talk on the 3rd party in America, which resulted in its cur—
rent tailing after Wallace. The guarantee of a correct. 3rd party
in America, which will not be sold out in the course of the election
campalgn, 1s a real Communist core working for a 3rd party now.

n the 2Zrd. party question-or any other question -we are fced
with the confusion produced by a phony CP. There is no Communist
Party in the USA todsy. The parvy which bankrupted that. name is an
opportunist, social-democratic party, whose leadership misleads the
American working class from within. Nowhere has the CPUSA leader—
ship(and specifically the Waterfront Leadership)better exposed its
unprincipled deals and job security than in the NMU, Here the worst
menifestations of opportunism show clezrly - - from economism and
tailism to open degeneracy and gangsterism, Its main strength has
been based not.on a real Communist program in the interests of the
seamen and workers generally, but on how many Communists (in name
only) it could. elect to office. Its whole apparatus has been de—
voted. to perpetuating in office people whose main interest in
Communism has been end still is ®Job Security™. Correct Communist
leadership should not be the building and perpetuation of an intri-
cate ¥Hpie-card" apparsatus. Instead, responsible Communists must. pro-
ject correct. policy, and thereby earn the respect. and trust. of non-
Communist. and. Communist rank and filers alike.

The revision of Marxist theory to fit the opnortunist line of
the present.gp leadership has resulted in mass expulsions from the
CP nationally. 1In the NMU this has resulted in expulsionaMmss
demoralization. — - — and created the present split in the union..
The day is not too far off when: the present CPUSA leadership will

ave to answer to the workers for assisting in thoe formulation.ﬁﬁ
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and.resigned Communists..
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the red-baiting resolution at. the National CIQ Convention of 1935;
for its vote agcinst the Velo at the N.Y. State €I0 Convention

19473 for voting for end even participating in formulating the re-
solution. on the Marshall Plan at the 1947 National CIO Convention.
The main w&pon of the leadership of the CPUSA against cny militant
working-class leadership, both within ¢nd without. the party,was and
still .remains slander, character assassination ana rumor-speusading..
The complete supression.of criticism znd democracy within the party
has. resullzd. in the building of a monumentsl and bureaucratic mmchine.

_ijlfThch;S;A,nneedsﬁé;féﬁlﬂCommunfsﬁfPértfjf-bne whick would not be

afraid to.affiliate with a Communist. Information Bureau because of

¥WelliStreettsireaction or:because its rank opportunism would be ex— .
posedinianiinternatbnal body. The.U.S.A. necds an. anti-opportunist
‘.party whichicould have .only one consideration — — to.lead correetly’
~regardless-of  the Mrepressions® ‘involved. It would be a party which
- stood. andifought. for: Sociclism in. our time. This is the party that

weisCommunists: in the NIMU-have to build.. It can best berbuild by -
the*coordinatedpwark-oﬁ:communists;in;the €PUsa, expelled, dropped

Kokl Bec,aus'é'-.wé-'Communiéfts-,”%ho helped build the NLU 5 now have the

responsibility of saving it, we huve to clear the confusion of in-—
correct policies ana attitudes. Wc have to develop an independent
role &nd tail behind' no man or caucus. - We have to prove in this key
union what-has to be. prcven .all over the U.S.4. :

For ths reason, we xe setting up fhouse®™ — a Communif unit. Our
intentions are simply these: present o correct independent Communist.
position in the NMU; find and recruit the mght. guys who are going to
build a real Communist. core.in the NMU and a cezl CP in the USy dist—
ribute the literzture needtd for understanding todsy's problems,
including the Cominform Orgen, New Times cnd Marxist clessics. We
have to start. studiy classes; we hive to work in conjunction with all
other principled. groups in the U.S.p. working to build & rear. CP.

We will do now, with modest. beginning, what we should have done long
ago in the NMU. And we will analyze ruthlessly all past'Commnistnt-
BLTOT S, ohihe AR 5 CAREG T e TS s

Therefore, we ask you to consider where you stand, If you are
with us, we want you to help us implement our intsntions. By the
next issue we will be set up ovgsnizetionally with a P.0. Box - ete.,
through which you will be cble to contact us. If you dissgree with
us on certain points, we urge you to write your disagrecments and :
your reactions so that wegen carry on a systematic Communist dis-—
cussion which will result in the most valusble collection: of :
Communists. - In any cese, face the issues sgucrely end decide whether
you are a Communist.or not. If you are, therc is no obstacle in the

way of our common. work for a real CP ¢nd a clesr Communist policy in

the NMU supported not only byall Communists, but by the NMI rank-—
and-file.

E i
tic have been able to mention only the essential points, and very
briefly. Even within these limits, we have only sttempted to projeet
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/ a correct Communist policy without detailed proof. This is g
good. starting point for all of us to enter the discussion. We ex—
pect to hear from you soon)and. we expect. to werk with you,

//
 F FOR THE FIGHT AGAINST IMPEAIALISM, FASCISK AND WARJ

FOR A STHONG NalU GUARANTEED BY A REAL COMMUNIST CORE!
FOR A REAL COMJUNIST PARTY IN THE USA IN 1948Y

Fo__,» £0C1aL ISY I OUR TIME!

i Maritime Comm:.ttee for
L Communlst Party

;“I '.'f L

Comradely‘yours, + & .
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