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THE FOCAL POINT OF THE WORLD-WIDE
STRUGGLES OF THE PEOPLES AGAINST
IMPERIALISM LIES AT PRESENT IN VIETNAM,

This year, 1968, the Vietnamese people - and,
fndeed, progressive people of all lands - celebrate
the 7th, anniversary of the founding of the National
Liberation Front - the national, democratic organ-
isation formed by the people of south Vietnam to
co-onrdinate their heroic struggle for liberation
from the most vicious enemy of the peoples of the
world: United States imperialism,

The U.5, aggressors have been aided in their
vain efforts to subjugate the Vietnamese people by
the revisionist leaders of the Soviet Union and
their agents in the leadership of the Comrnunist
Parties of many countries, including Britain, While
condemning the U.S. aggression in words, these
renegades stress the cruel losses and suffering
inflicted on the people of Vietnam by this aggre-
s@ion not in order to stiffen resistance to it, but
in order to boost their calls for "Peace in Vietnam'

But, in the present circumstances, this "human-
itarian” slogan of "Peace in Vietnam" is in fact a
call for the Vietnamese people to lay down their
arms and surrender to the occupation of their
country by the U.S. forces and the fascist puppet
regime propped up by those forces, This kind of
"Peace in Vietnam" is precisely the war aim of
Johnson and the Pentagon. And it would not even
bring peace, for one of the cardinal aims of the
U.S. imperialists is to make an occupied Vietnam
into a base for the expansion of their aggression
into other countries of south-east Asia,

In the seven years of existence of the National
Liberation Front of South Vietnam, the resistance
of the Vietnamese people has, however, grown evel
stronger, During this period the Liberation Armec
Forces of South Vietnam have wiped out:

nearly 14 million enemy troops, including 181
battalions and 982 companies:
8,590 enemy planes;
15,835 military vehicles; and
CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE
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THE MARXIST-LENINIST ORGANISATION OF BRITAIN
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

In arder to reflect the increased membership of the organisation, the
Political Bureau reccmsended in January that 'r.heh Central Committee
should be enlarged to ten members,

At its meeting on Sunday, February 25th, in London, the Central: -
Committee heard, discussed end approved thw report "Proletarian Inter-
nationalism: the Key to Victory in Anti-imperialist Struggle and
Socialist Revolution!" and a resolution of self-criticism in comnect-
ion with the situstion in the People's Republic of China (these are
published in the current edition of RED FRONT), together with a
financial report and a report on the reaorganisation of the M,L.0.B,
press,

As a result of this last report, RED FRONT will continue as the
main orgen of the H.L,0.B., but will be orientated primarily
towards the militents of the working class movement and in the mass
arganisations, In addition to HED FRONT, a separate theoretical
journal will be published devoted to the theory and practice of
socialist revolution and problems of Merxism-Leninism in Britain and
the worid. This thecretical jourmal will eppear quarterly.

RESOLUTION

At its foundation Conference in September 1967, the Marxist-Leninist
Organisation of Britain unanimously adopted a resolution character-
ising "the thought of Mao Tse-tung" as a creative development of
Karxiss-Leninism and the "cultural revolution" in the People's Republic

of China as a progressive movesment,

In Jamuary 1968 the Central Committee of the N.L.0.B, issued what will
in the years to come be recognised as a historic document, the "Report
on the Situation in the People's Republic of China", which demonstrated
that the resolution adopted on these questions at the conference four
months earlier had been & grave mistake,

As Lenin says:

"The attitude of a political party towards its own mistakes is one

of the most important and surest ways of judging how earnest the
perty is and how it in practice fulfils its obligations towards its
class and the toiling masses, Frankly admiting a mistake, ascertain-
ing the reasons for it, analysing the corditions which led to it, and
thoreughly discussing the means of carrecting it — that is the earmark
of a sericus party," ("History of the Commnist Party of the Soviet
Union (Bolsheviks)"; Moscow; 1941; p.361).

The most serious, basic, long-term error we made on these questions

wes our failure to make a penetrating, objective Marxist-Leninist enel-
ysis of "the thought of Meo Tse-tung". Had such an analysie been made,
as it should have been made, many years ago, it would have revealed

then that "the thought of Mao Tse-tung" - far from being "a creative
development of Marxism-lLeninise" - waes essentially revisionist and
anti-Marxist-Leninist in character, We should then have seen the counter-
revolutionary essence lying beneath the demagegic mask of "the great
proletarian culturel revolution" headed by Mao Tse-tung far earlier

than we did,

Why was such a Marxist-Leninist analysis of "the thought of Mao Tse-
tung" not made until many years after it should have been made? The
roots of the answer lie in the revisionist habits of thought and
practice which all of us have brought with us to some extent into the
new, developing Marxist-Leninist movement even though we have formelly
troken with the revislonist party machine. For in the revisionist party
- for obvious reascns - independent, objective Marxist-Leninist
analysis is stromgly discouraged. In the revisionist party & "good
comrade” is one who accepts uncritically "the line" which emanates
from the world leading r¥visionist centre in Moscow,

It is not without significance that the great majority of people who
constitute the so—called "anti-revisionist mgvement” in Pritein had
their eyes opened to the character of Khrushechevite revisionise not in
1955-6 — by which time its actions had clearly exposed its treacherous,
Tensgade character — but in the 1960s, after the Chinese Marxist-
Leninists hed begun publicly to expose it, Even then meny of these
people tended to see the “Gremt Debate" between MarxismLeninism and

modern revisioniss primarily as a struggle between the lines emanat—
ing from rival world leading centres in Mescow and Peking. The uncrit-
ical acceptance.of a line emanating from a world leading centre was
carried into tke¢ so-called "anti-revisionist movement"; omly the
leading centre was changed, And this led the anti-revisionist movement
into & new revisionise.

The uncritical acceptamce of "the line from Peking" in place of
independent objective Merxist-Leninist analysis blinded us to the fact
that in 1966 "the line from Peking" changed from a Marxist-Leninist
line to & revisionist one as a result of the coup d'etat by which the
"left" revisionists headed by Mao Tse-tung seized comntrol of the
"Central Committee” of the Communist Party of Chira end of the armed
forces, It blinded us to the fact that the "left" revisionists headed
by Meo Tse-tung had cumningly trensformed the socialist culturel rev-
olution in China into a counter-revolutionary assault in the interests
of the Chinese capitelist cless upon the Party and the new-democratic
state, It carried us to the point where we found ourselves repeating -
albeit with some uneasiness - the more absurd phrases fram "Peking
Review" concerning the personal attributes of Mao Tse-tung. It lowered
our revolutionery vigilance,

How, then, did the M,1.0.B, come to recogpise the erroneous path it
had begun to tread ? » oy

Just as failure to meke independent, Marxist-Leninist analysis wes
responeible for our error, so it was resumption of independent Marxisi-
Leninist analysis which forced us to recognise the error,

From the moment it was set up last autusm, the M,L,0.B. began to elab—
arate a Marxist-Leninist progresme for the achievement of socialism in
Britain, This compelled us to meke an independent, objective Marxist—
Leninist analysis of various aspects of the situation in Britain,
Europe and the world, By the beginming of December 1967 it hed become
clear that this anslysis was bringing us into irreconcilable contrad-
lction with the line emanating from Peking, For example, cur own
analysis had led us incontrovertibly to the conclusion that the move-
ment of "black nationalism" and the slogan of "black power" were react—
ionary and hermful; yet it became clear in November 1967 that Peking was
giving this movement and this slogan full support, It was such contra-
dictions which forced the Political Bureeu to undertake what should have
been undertaken long before — the initiation of an objective Marxist-
Leninist analysis of "the thought of Mao Tse-tung" and of the situation
in the People's Republic of China. The end result of that analysis was
the report of the Central Committee issued last month,

Yhat are the lessons to be drawn from this grave error - in urder to
engure as far as we can that we do not ever again make such an error?
¥e must wage a relentless battle against the revisionist habits of
thought end practice which all of us have brought to some extent into
the new, developing Marxist-Leninist movement. We wust never again sub-
stitute blind faith for independent, objective Marxist-Leninist
analysis. We wmust strive to raise the political level of our members at
all levels so that they may nip any future errors in the bud immediately.
The fect that the M,L.0.B. has published the truth as soon as it
became aware of it, being the first of any of the developing Marxist-
Leninist Parties and Organisations in the world to do so, presents a
guod sugury for the overcoming of the obstacles which lie ahead,
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The Unity Theatre Swihdle

Unity Theatre has, for as long as most of us can remember, been a beacon of progressive
and working class culture in London, Today it is fighting for its life against enemies who would

destroy it and everything for which it stands,

Some years ago the Unity Theatre Society
raised a fund from friends and supporters for
the purpose of buying the freehold of its site in
Goldington Street, N.W.,1. and of rebuilding the
theatre. A trust was set up to administer the
money raised on behalf of the Unity Theatre Soc-
iety, this trust consisting of actor Alfie Bass,
composer Alan Bush, lawyer John Platts-Mills
and one other member who has since died.

The land on which the theatre stands was duly
purchased for £5,000, leaving a balance in the
fund of £15,000 out of the £20,000 raised through
this appeal. Then, with the connivance of the
former Management Committee of the Society,
the theatre was closed "for rebuilding",

But as the weeks and months went by without
any sign of activity, members came reluctantly
to the conclusion that the intention was not to
rebuild the theatre at all, but to allow it to
become a derelict shell, fit only for demolition,
And so in March 1967 the irate membership of -
Unity Theatre Society threw out the old Man-
agement Committee and elected a new one -
pledged to reopen the theatre at the earliest pos-
sible moment and to raise to new heights the
progressive traditions of the theatre,.

The new committee found the theatre a shambles,
the accounts unintelligible, They found that over
£1,000 of box-office receipts and bar takings

had mysteriously found its way into the bank
account of the trust instead of that of the society,
leaving a huge debt outstanding, By almost
superhuman efforts on the part of the activists
associated with the theatre, these obstacles were
sufficiently overcome to permit the re-opening
of the theatre,

After the election of the new comrmittee at the
A.G.M, of the society, Alan Bush shouted: "The
-members will be sorry they voted you in. You
will not get a penny of the trust fund", It must be
said that he has done his best to keep his word,
Documents appeared purporting to show that the
éociety w_és no more than an insecure tenant of

the trust, whicih had the absolute right to use the
money in the fund in many ways other than that
for which it was raised, In fact, the balance of

£15,000 pemaiﬁing after the purchase of the land
has shrunk to £7,000 ( £8,000 having been
expended by the trust on "administration")with-
out a single nail being driven. And the society
has been engaged in battle with the trust for
almost a year in an effort to secure money for
essential repairs.

The aims of the hard-faced business menonthe
trust are quite simple, They wish to demolish
Unity Theatre and use the site for the more
profitable purpose of the erection - bya group of
developers associated with Phil Piratin, himself
co-opted to the trust as a "building expert" - of
a block of luxury flats. A small theatre in the
basement or on some other site is mentioned
vaguely a;r. a possible substitute for Unity Theatre.

The revisionist-led Communist Party has now
been called in and has, as might have beenexpect-
ed, thrown its weight on to the side of the trust,
Their plan is to hold off adverse publicity or
legal action until the party can mobilise its voting
fodder to rig the A.G.M. of the society and secure
the election of a new Management Committee
which will consent to the "peaceful transition" 'of
Unity into the hands of Piratin and his knackers,

No doubt lawyers can argue long and expensive-
ly on the legality of the trust's actions. But the
workers, trade unions, and supporters of Unity
who gave their hard-earned cash - as well asthe
talented band of artists who are determined to
revive this historic theatre - will characterise
BRass, Bush, Piratin and Platts-Mills in no
uncertain rerms - as swindlers who have robbed
Unity Theatre of its funds and who are bent on
destroying Unity and everything for which it
stands in the "sacred" cause of profit !

The future of Unity Theatre depends on the
exposure and rout of this gang of unscrupulous
swindlers,
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"BLACK NATIONALISM": THE BETRAYAL
OF THE NEGRO STRUGGLE

In the United States of America Negro people constitute an oppressed nation in the South, while
Negro workers in the North form part of a national minority within the American nation and one

of the most exploited strata of the working class,

American Marxist-Leninists understand that
the road to self-determination of the Negro
nation in the South and to the social liberation
of the Negro workers in the North lies in the
revalutionary destruction of the common enemy
of the working class and of the Negro nation in
the South - and, indeed, of the peoples of the
world: United States imperialism. And they
understand that this revolution can only.be
brought about as a result of the building of a
united struggle against U.S.imperialism, led by
a Marxist-Leninist Party and embracing the
working class - black and white - in the North
together with the Negro people in the South,

However, historical factors have enabled the
struggle of the Negro people in the United
States to be influenced by anti-Marxist-Leninist
political trends, and to be the happy hunting
ground for various kinds of demagogue, char-
latan and disruptor,

THE BLACK MUSLIMS

In the early years of this century an American megro by the name of
Timcthy Drew beceme acquainted with certain facets of the Mohammedan
religion, He convinced himself that Christianity was "the white man's
religion" and that Islam was the instrument for Negro salvatior. He
adopted the name of "Noble Drew Ali",

In 1913 he founded the first Mcorish-American Science Temple in
Newark, New Jersey, and later similar temples were established in
other United States cities,

By the late 19208 Drew's leadership of the movement was beirge chal-
lenged by "Sheik Claude Greene", who was murdere¢ in his Chicago
office in March 1929, Drew was arrested, and cdied under mysterious
circumstances while released on bail,

A nev leader immediately appeared on the scene in the persan of ore
Wellace Fard, who claimed to te the reincarnation of "Noble Drew A",
He founded a temple in Detroit in 1930 and in the next few years a
number of subsidiary organisetione were established, including the
"University of Islas" for the training of Black Muslim youth,

In 1933 Fard suddenly and mysteriously disappeared and a split
occurred in the movement on the question of whether or not he had
been Alleh (God), Those whe supported his deifigstien eventually
set up headquarters in Chicago under "Elijah Muhammad", the present
leader of the movement,

71i jah Muhamead was born in Georgia in 1897 and has lived in Chicago
since 1946, He occupies a well-furnished, eighteen-room house in one .
of the "better" neighbourhoods of Hyde Perk and is known as "The
Messenger",

The myth of the Black Muslims portrays the American Negro people as
the "Nation of Islem", the Chosen People of Allah, and their origin
as Morocco, They form part of the larger "Black Nation", which
includes all non-white peoples, and the "Black Nation" is Man as

created by Allah, The white race consists of devils, created by the
genetic experiment of an early scientist by the neme of Yakub, Soom
¥ill come the "Last Judgement" when Allah will desiuroy all except
paid-up pembers of the orthodox Black Muslim movement, and they will
then rule the earth for ever in peace end happiress,

The Black Muslim movement owns a number of business epterprises, the
employees of which receive no wages but what i: called "Charity" and
is net subject tc collective bargaining, ‘

Lrtil the 19%Us the Black Muslim movement renained u srall, indr
fluential sect with a membership - mairly middle-aged and elderly -
numbered in the hundreds, However, with the rise of pational libera-
tion movements on the African continent and of Negro militancy in
the United States, tens of ‘thousands of new adherents, most of them
young people, ceme into the movement.

The movement played a certain progressive role in oreaking down the
ayth of the infericrity of the Negro people, As one of its leading
figures, "Malcolm X", said after bresking with the movement:

"I had helped Mr, Muhemmad and his other winmisters to revolution-
ize the Americarn black man's thinking, opening his eyes until re
would never agair look in the same fearful, warsnipfui way at tne
white man, I had perticipatea ir spreading the truths that had
done 80 much to help the American black man rid himself of the
mirege that the white race was made up of 'superfor' beings",
{Melcolm X - sssisted by Alex Haley —: "The Autobiography of
Malcolm X"; New York; 196%; p,293),

However, the Black Muslim movement was a religious mevemert, the
principal objective role of which was to divert the American Negro
people from politicel actin to passive waiting fer the solution of
their problems by Allah's Last Judgement, The only political con-
cessions made %o the growing impatience of the rank-and-file, when

the Last Judgement failed to materialise aa quickly as had beer hored
for, was to set up small business enterprises for tne emplcyment and
service of members, and to put forward the demend for a "National
Home" for the American Negro people, As Malcclm X expressed it in his
last public speech before he broke with the movemem.,' ir December 1963;

"The Honourable Elijah Muhammad teaches us that the race problem
can easily be solved, just by sending these 27 miilion ex—slaves
back to our own homeland where we can live in peace and harmony with

our own kind, But this government should provide the transportation,
plus everything else we need to get started again in owr own country,
If the white government is afreid to let her 2 million ex-slaves g6
back to our own. country and tc our own people, then America must set
aside some separate territory here in the Western Hemisphere, where
the two races can live apart from each oﬁer, since we certainly
dun't get along ‘peacefully while we are here together. ...

But if America waits for Almighty God himsell to step in and force
her into a 'just settlement', God will take this entire continent
away from her; and she will cease to exist as a nation",

(Malcolm X: "God's Judgement of White America”, radio address cited
by G.Breitman in: "The Last Year of Malcclm X" New York,1967,p.57),

This political diversion of the Black Muslim movement towards the
reactionary and unrealistic demand for a "National Home" was associated
with the firm prohibition of members' participation in pelitical activity
along any other lines or in association with non-Muslims. After Melcolm §
had broken with the movement he expressed the frustration felt by many
gembers when he telegraphed to George Lincoln Rockwell, head of the

American Nazi Party:
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"This is to warn you that I am no longer held in
vhite supremacists by Elijah Muhammad's separationist Black Muslim
movement," -

(Malcolm X: "Malcolm X Speaka”;New York; 1965; p.217).

MALCOLX X BREAXS AWAY

Melcols X, converted to the Black Muslim faith in 1952 while in prison,
rose to he Elijah Muhammad's chief minister, In the 1960s, however, he
became convinced that the movement was corrupt and that the leader was
not conforming to the strict moral cods binding en all members. Eli jah
Muhammad replied with a campaign of slander against Malcolm and the

latter severed his commection with the orthodox movement in March 1964,

He made it clear at the time thet his reasons for breaking away were
primarily personal:

"Mr, Muhammed and I are not together today only beceause of envy and
Jjealousy," (Malcolm X:(assisted by Alex Heley):"The Autobiography of
Maleolm X"; New York; 1965; p.200).

At a press conference he anncunced his intention of f orming a rival
religious movement to that of Elijah Muhammad:

"I am going to urganise and head = new mosque in New York City, known
as the Muslim Mosque, Inc, This gives us a religious bage, and the

spiritual force
the moral fibre

New York; 1965;

necessary to rid our people of the vices that destroy
of our community." (Malcolm X: "Malcolm X Speaks";
p.21).

He termed the philosophy ef the new movement "black nationalism":

"The political philosophy of the Muslim Mosque will be black hation-—
alism, the economic philosophy will be black nationalism, and the
social philosophy will be black nationalism," (A.B.Spellman: "Tnter—
view with Melcolm I",in: "Monthly Review"; May, 1964),

"BLACK NATIONALISM"

At first a central point of Malcolm's conception of "black national-
ism" remained that of a "National Home":

"The political philosophy of the Muglim Mosque will be black nation-
aliem ... And by political philosophy T mean we still believe in the
Honourable Elijah Muhammad's solution as complete separation. The
22,000,000 so-called Negroes should be separated completely from
America and should be permitted teo go back home to our African home-
land." (Malcolm X; ibid,).

But this was seen as

"still a long-range programme, and while it is yet to materialize,

© 27 million of our people who are still here in America need better
food, clething, housing, education and Jjobs right now," (Malcolm X
Speaks"; New York, 1965; p,20-21),

Thus, as an immediate programme

"The politicel philosophy of black nationalism means: we must control
the politics and politicians of our commnity”., (Malcolm X:ibid,p.
20=21), ‘

By the end of 1964 Malcolm X had renounced the idea of physical migra-
tion to Africa in favour of a purely symbolic "migration":

"If we migrated back to Africa culturally, philosophically and
psychologically, while remaining here physically, the spiritual
bond that would develop between us and Africa eee Would enhance our
position here, .,,

And this is what I mean by a migration or going back to Africa —
going back in the sense that we reach out to them and they reach out
to us,” (Maleolm X: ibid,, p.226-227).

During the same year he abandoned the "religious base" of black
nationalism and proceeded to found a purely secular instrument: the
Urganisation of Afro-American Unity (0.4.4.8.), with himself as
Chairman, He also began to expross the view that Negre freedom could
be attained only by revolution, by the destruction of capitalist
society, holding up the atate capitalist systems of certain newly
independent Africen states as "models of socialism":

"It is impossible for this system, this economic system, thia polit—
ical system, this social system ,., to produce freedom right now for

BLACK NATIONALISM
check from fighting the bleck man in this country," (Malcolm X; ibid. s, Pa69).

"As our people begin to wake up, they'ré going to realise they've
been talking about Negro revolt, Negro revolution." (Malcolm I;
ibid; p.71).

"While I was travelling I noticed that most of the countries that
have recently emerged into independence have turned avay from the
so—called capitalistic system in the direction of socialism,"
(Malcolm X: ibid,, p.65).

That Melcolm X had, in the last vear of his life, reached a polit-
ical position identical in all its central features with that of
international trotskyism was not, as we shall see, a.cciq'ental.

MALCOLM X AND THE TROTSKYITES

George Breitman, himself a trotskyite, has recorded the increasingly
close relstions between Malcolm X and the trotskyite Socialist
Workers' Party in the last years of his life,

"One exceptien was Malcolm's attitude to 'The Militant' , the
veekly newspaper expressing the views of the Socialist Workers'
Party., While he was still a Black Muslim, Malcolm used to buy

this paper when it was sold outside meetings where he spoke. Even-
at that time, he said after the split, he used to tell Negroes it
was a good paper and they ought to read it, Initially he was attrac-
ted to'The Militant' because it sought to explain the Black Muslims
and black nationalism and defended them against reactionary dis-
tortion and attack, .,.

Malcolr centinued, at QAAU rallies, to urge the audience to buy
'The Militant', and in opening his speech before the (trotskyite—
Ed,) Militant Labor Forum on January 7,1965, he noted that this was
the third time that he had spoken under its auspices:

'l always feel that it is an homour and every time that they epen
the doer to me to do so, I will be right here. *The Militant'
newspaper is ome of the best in New York City, Im fact, it is
one of the best anywhere you go today,' ...

Another speaker at this May 29 meeting was Clifton DeBerry, the
Socialist Workers' Party's presidentisl candidate in 1964, In the
discnssion Malcolm praised DeBerry's formulation of the need for a
combination of firmness in principle with flexibility in tactics,
A few weeks later, in a private discussiom with DeBerry, Malcolm
said that he sympathised with DeBerry's cendidacy. ,.. For various
reasons, however, he felt that he could not openly endorse DeBerry.
What he could do, he said, was to 'open some doors' for DeBerry in
Harlem, so that he would get a better hearing for his programme
and greater circulation of his literature, Malcolm did make sueh
arrangements before his second trip to Africa in July, and before
leaving he urged his closest workers to cooperate where possible
with the Sociamlist Workers' Party's campaign, ...

Malcolm's friendly relatioas with the Socialist Workers' Party ...
continued throughout Malcolm's last year, and were closer at the
end than at the beginning," (George Breitman:"The Last Year of
Malcolm X" ;New York; 1967; P.28,37,33-34, 30),

RACTALISM

: The imperialists seek to hold back the building of e united movement
of struggle agminst them by adopting a policy of "divide and rule”,
One aspect of this policy is the encoursgement of racialism, that
ia, the ircitement of one race against another, They seek to incite
white against black, and black against white.

Lllaz':r.:i.a't.--Leni:::'.sta fight all forms of racialism, They aim to unite all

oppressed peoplea against their oppressors.

"Black nationelist" leaders strive to build an "ethnically pure"
black movement, As the "Basic Unity Programme" of Malcolm X's Organ—
isation of Afro-American Unity put it:

"The exclusive ethmic quality of our unity is necessary for self-
preservation", (Breitaan:"The Last Year of Malcolm XI; p.119),

They hold that if inter-racial unity with white workers were ever
possible, it could be only in the distant indefinite future and

mst be actively resisted in the meantime, In an interview in March

1964, Malcolm X was asked: "Can Negroes do it alane?", He replied:
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"Yes., They'll never do it with warking class whites, The history
of America ie that working class whites have been just as much
against not only warking Negroes, but all Negroes, period., ...
There can be-n¢ worker solidarity until there's first some black
solidarity, There can be no white/black solidarity umtil there's
first some black solidarity, ... One of the mistakes Negroes make
is this worker solidarity thing, There's no such thing," (A.B.
Spellman:"Interview with Malcolm X";in Monthly Review, May; 1964),

In practice, of course, the building of an "ethnically pure" black
movement which resists solidarity with white workers involves the
purveying of anti-white racialism,

Asked in 1962 to cemment en police brutality towards whites,
Malcolm X said:

"We're not interested in the hell that whites catch from whites.
... That's your problem — we're not interested in it," (Malcolm X:
"The Crisis of Racism", cited in Breitman's "The Last Year of
Malcolm X"; p.67),

In December 1963 he expressed this anti-white racialism in orthodox
Black Muslim terms:

"Ne want no integration with this wicked race that enslaved us.
¥We want complete separation from this race of devils."(Cited in G,
Breitman: 1bid. p.58).

Angd, asked in April 19¢4 to pay tribute to a white minister killed
during a demonstration in Cleveland egainst segregation in schools,
he replied:

"The day is out when you'll find black people who are going to
stand up and applaud the contributions of whites at this late date,
... Don't you ever thimk that I would use my energies applauding
the sacrifice of an individual white man," (Cited in Breitman:
ibid., p.23).

The "black nationalist" Robert Williams writes:

"The gap between black and white is becoming ever more wide, ...
The white man's relations with the black man in America are govern-
ed by an imperialist mentality., He sees no need to respend
Inmanely to the black man's ecry of anguish, His response is the
club and the bullet, ..,

Why should the black man in racist America trust the white man?

Is not the white man the one who created the hate barriers? Is he
not the one who has vetrayed end sbused the black man." (Robert F,
Williams:"U,S.A.: The Potential of a Minority Revolution",in:"The
Crusader”; Sept/Oct.1967; p.3,4,14).

The trotskyites — who function as agents of imperialism within the
progressive movement but pose as "revolutionaries" and "Merxists" -
not only give full support to black racialism, but provide a spurious
"Marxist" theoretical basis te justify it. They put forward the view
that only white racialism is reactionary, but th;t black racialism is
progressive, The trotskyite Ken Coates expresses this view in the
London Bulletin of the (trotskyite) "Berirand Russell Peace Foundation":

"No equation can be made between the offensive racialism of ruling
groupings, which is profoundly irrational and reactionary, ... and the
defensive reactions of communities which are persecuted and oppressed"
(Ken Coates:"Stokely Carmichael at OLAS",in: "Bertrand Russell Peace
Foundation London Bulletin"; September 1967; p.8-9).
Under the slogans

"race becemes class" (Ken Coates: ibid,; p.10) and "“class questions
are often expressed in racial terms" (G.Breitman:ibid., p.146)

they justify the incitement of black racialism on the grounds that
black people form a "proletarian class" while whiie people (and partic-
ularly Jewish people) form a "bourgeocis class":

"The black people of the U.S,A, are a basically proletarian formation,
«es the black people-class, ...

The Jews have preserved themselves as a social elass, ... The Jews ...
are a class, or more precisely a people—class," (Ken Coates:ihid;p.B»ld

An identical formulation on the Jews appears in "The Communist", organ of]

BLACK NATIONATISM

s trotskyite group calling itself the "Communist Workers' Group (anti-
revigionist)", composed of former members of the (trotskyite) "Irish
¥orkers' Group" now masquerading as "Marxist-Leninjsts":

"When Jews immigrate into a country they tend to form themselves into
a socially tight group and by efficient capitalist methods, although
starting penniless, manage to extort money from the working classes,
manage to build themselves into a social elite. ...This is just
another example of Marx's theory: 'The history of the world is the
history of class struggle', The jews are the class,”" ("The Communiat",
September 20th, 1967; p.11.).

If it i1s pointed out that there are white workers as well as black
workers, and that both have a common interest, objectively, in the over—
throw of the exploiting class, the trotekyite reply is that white workers

. share in the exploitation of black workers and so must be counted with

the exploiting class. The economic essence of this view was put forward
in Britain in 1966 by the "Finsbury Communist Association" in its pamph~
let "Class and Party in Britain", It was expressed in its full clarity
at the 1967 OLAS Conference in Havana by the "black nationalist" Stokely
Carmichael, who has taken over the mantle of Malcolm X since his assas—
ination in 1965, and who calls non-white people "the Third World":

"The American working class enjoys the fruits of the labour of the
Third World workers," {Stokely Carmichael: "Black Power and the Third
World",in: "B.R,P,F, London Bulletin"; p,14),

SEGREGATION

The United States imperialists, like their South African counterparts,
have striven to hold back the inter-racial unity of those they oppress
by adopting a policy of segregation, of striving to keep black and white
apart in public transport, in places of entertaimment, in place of resi-
dence, and above all in schools and colleges,

Progressive people have always fought segregation and have won signif-
icant victories in the fight against it, while Marxist-Leninists have
understood the value of this struggle, not omly for its immediate aims,
but for the building of a movement of struggle with the wider aim of
eventually destroying U,S.imperialism,

The "black nationalists", however, urge the Negro people n-ot merely to
accept segregation, but to demand it! As the "Statement of Basic Aims
and Objectives" of Malcolm X's Organisation of Afro-American Unity puts
it:

"A first step in the programme to end the existing system of racist
education is to demand that ten per cent of the schools ,,. be turned
over to and run by the Afro-American community. We want Afro-4dmerican
principals to head these schools, We want Afro-American teachers in
these schools, ...

If these proposals are not met, we will ask Afro-dmerican parents to
keep their childrenm out of the present inferior schools they attend,
When these schools in ocur neighbourhocd are controlled by Afro-
Americans, we willl return to them," (Cited in G.Breitman:"The Last
Year of Malcolm X"; p,107-108).

The trotskyites endeavour to distinguish the "black nationalist" policy
of "separation" from the imperialists' policy of segregation:

"'Separation' ,,, should not under any circumstances be confused with
'segregation’, a system that is imposed upon blacks by whites," (G.

Breitman: ibid.; p.53).

There is no doubt, a discernible difference between a wage cut that is
imposed upon workers by their employers and one which is demanded by
the workers themselves — but the effect is precisely the same, And the
effects of separation and segregation are precisely the same: both
assist the imperialists to "divide and rule”,

The trotskyites " justify" the "black nationalist" policy of "separa-
tion" not only in the name of "black unity” but in that of "redueing
inequality":

"When, in England, liberal authorities decide to 'integrate' the
schools, by exporting from the black ghettoes those children who
make up & black majority in the classrooms and opening wide the
vhite subw-ban schools to new immigrant quotas, they do not oppose
inequality: far from it, they augment it." (Ken Coates: "Stokely
Carmichael at OLAS", in "B,R.P.F. London Bulletin,September 1967
p.7).

As the last quotation shows, the "black nationalists" and their trot—

Continued on page 20
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ON THE SO-CALLED"WORKERS’ PARTY OF SCOTLAND (M.L.)”

When, in the period of the general crisis of
capitalism, the rights enjoyed by the working
class under “"parliamentary democracy" become
a threat to the wealth and power of the ruling
monopoly capitalists, they seek to destroy both
those rights and "parliamentary democracy"
itself,

"Fascism in power is the open terrorist dictat-
orship of the most reactionary, most chauvin-
istic and most imperialist elements of finance
capital." (G.Dimitrov:"The Working Class
Against Fascism"; London; 1935; p.6).

Fascism is not, however, simple capitalist
dictatorship. It is capitalist dictatorship in which
the powers of the capitalist state machinery of
force are strengthened by means of a counter-
revolutionary mass movement, composed mainly
of reactionary petty-bourgeois elements and
lumpenproletarian thugs.

A fascist party generally has its origin in a
small group which puts forward a programme’
designed to deceive the working people and lower
their vigilance, a progi‘amme designed at the
same time to appeal to finance capital and secur
its backing - just as Hitler's "German Workers'
Party" was taken over by the finance capitalists
of Germany as the instrument of their fascist
dictatorship,

Among the more important points in the prog-
ramme of such a fascist party are the following:

1) it presents itself as a "revolutionary workers'
party";

2) it takes up a national or racial antagonism
{real or invented) within the country and
strives to intensify this in order to assist the
monopoly capitalists to "divide and rule";

3) it opposes the strike weapon ("in the interests
of the working class") and urges the workers
to work harder (so increasing the profits of
the capitalist class); _

4) it denounces democratic voting and demands
that policy decisions should be made by "a
leader"; -

5) it denies that wormnen are equal to men, it
denounces demands for equal economic and
political rights for women and calls for women
to be allotted a "special role" in society -
centred primarily on the home and the family.

All these points of a fascist programme have now

d

"THE SCOTTISH NATION*

Seeking to capitalize on the present upsurge of
Scottish petty bourgeois "nationalism", the
"Workers' Party of Scotland” puts forward the
view that Scotland, Wales and England are
separate nations.

"Scotland is a nation". ("The Manifesto of the
Workers' Party of Scotland (Marxist-Leninist)’,
in:"Sc¢ ottish Vanguard®, Vol.l, No.2, p.11).

But Marxist-Leninists have always understood
hat, despite declining survivals of pre-national
anguages and cultures in Scotland and Wales,

khese regions of Britain do not possess the char-

cteristics of nations, but, on the contrary, that
Scotland, Wales and England form a single
British nation.

"The British, the Germans and others ... were
formed into nations from people of diverse
races and tribes,” (J.V. Stalin: "Marxism and
the National Question", in: "Works", Vol.2,
Moscow: 1953: p.303).

"The British, French, Germans, Italians and
others were formed into nations at the time of:
the victorious advance of capitalism and its
triumph over feudal disunity." (J.V.Stalin:ibid;
p.313-14),

"The formation of people into nations occurred
during this period. I am referring to such
countries as Great Britain (without Ireland),
France and Italy." (J.V.Stalin: "Theses on the
Immediate Tasks of the Party in Connection
with the National Problem",in:"Marxism and
the National and Colonial Question"; London
1936; p.99).

Basing themselves on the anti-Marxist-Leninist
concept of the "Scottish nation®, the journal of'
the "Workers' Party of Scotland" publishes
demands that Gaelic (which is spoken only by
some 77,000 people in Scotland - mainly in the
Hebrides - out of a total population of over

five millions) be

"allowed to regain its rightful place as the
national language of all Scotland", (Scottish
Vanguard, Vol.l., No.2. p.15).

More important, the "Workers' Party of Scot-
land® portrays the ruling class of Scotland not
as British imperialists (who in fact control the
state machine and the economic resources

been put forward in the programmatic statements

of the so-called "Workers' Party of Scotland
(Marxist-Leninist)".

throughout the whole of Britain) but as

"English imperialists" and "the ENGLISH
GAPITALIST ESTABLISHMENT", {("The
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Manifesto of the Workers' Party of Scotland (Marxist-Leninist)
in: "Scottish Vanguard", Vol.l, No.2; p.11).

This false, anti-Marxist-Leninist picture of Scotland as “a
nation oppressed by England” opens the door for the publication
of chauvinist attacks on English workers - attacks which serve
the interests of British imperialism (the existence of which is
denied by the W.P.S.) by seeking to divide the British working
class, the unity of which is an essential precondition for social -
ist revolution,

"How many English NALGO members supported the efforts of
their Scots counterparts for, and right to, parity in wages with
their English 'comrades' and 'fellow-workers'. How many English
miners supported demands by their Scots 'mates’' for enquiries
into Scots pit closures
‘Solidarity' with such as these I find unbearable." ("Scottish
Vanguard", Vol.l, No.2; p.5).

"DOWN WITH STRIKES"

Recently the programme of the "Workers' Party of Scotland™ has
been developed much further along fascist lines in a book entitled
"POLITICAL POWER: A CLASS ANALYSIS", by Dr. S,W. Taylor
(Edinburgh, 1967), The book is published by the W.P.S. and is
endorsed by Ken Houlison, Val Sutherland and Tom Murray (on
behalf of the Central Committee of the W.P.S.) as a book which,

"must be widely read for its fundamental challenge to pedestrian
and all too often, if perhaps subconscious, conventional thinking,"
(Preface, p.l.).

Militant workers have long been under the in;lpr'ession that the
strike was an invaluable weapon by which to defend or improve
their economic conditions. This, says the W.P.S. (in company
with the Federation of British Industries and the extreme right-
wing trade union leaders) is a delusion,

"The effect of the economic strike upon the economy is in the
direction of depression. The very scramble for a bigger slice of
the cake cuts down the amount of cake to go around anyway. Such
strikes therefore exacerbate the very state of poverty which they
claim as their cause and this is their Luddite-like characteristic.
... Strikes directed against the employers hit the people
What value is a weapon which cuts savagely at one's friends, ... _
but which merely brings a sense of vicarious delight to the class
enemy and gives him the opportunity to introduce anti-working
class laws in the march towards fascism?
Economic strikes against the employers which force up wages
play into the hands of monopoly capital enterprises which alone
can afford to stand up against the economic blows of the costs
and the losses of production involved. ... The end of this road
can only be, for the worker, to create a new status for himself
and stripped of the freedom he yet enjoys, be tied by Laws to

his workbench as an industrial serf on a bare subsistence wage,..
For capitalism the economic strike is the blow which

refreshes, ...

Economic strikes do not serve to bring economic gains to the
working people in the long run, but rather to bind them ever
more firmly to wage servitude. ... Inflation can swallow rises

as quickly as they are given." (p.119-121).

Yet just over a hundred years ago, in 1865, Karl Marx disposed
of these reactionary arguments in his famous address to the
General Council of the International Working Men's Association

Continued on Page 16
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MORE ON THE
NATIONAL QUESTION

BRENDAN
CLIFFORD'S
| RESEARCHES

In an effort to give some "theoretical
support to the reactionary "Seottish"
nationalism and Welsh "nationalism" that
is at present being peddled by certain
spurious "Marxist-Leninist" groups, Brendan
Clifford has been searching the Marxist
classica, The results of his twelve months'
researches are published in a long article
in the November 1967 issue of "The Commun-
18t", organ of the trotskyite Communist
Workers' Organisation (anti-reviaionist),

In 1891, cries Mr. Clifford triusphantly,
Engels referred to the British Isles

"where the two islands are peopled by
four nations",

Mr, Clifford "forgets", however, that
Marxist-Leninists do not regard the
classice of Marxism as "holy writ", every
word of which must be taken as inspired
from heaven, In 1891 the Marxist definitjon
of the concept "nation" had mot yet been
developed, Although the fundamentals of
this definition were laid by Stalin in
1912 in his famous work "Marxism and the
National Questien", it was not until 1950
thet even Stalin came to differentiate
clearly betwwen "nation" on the one hend,
and the forerunner of a nation - "nation-
ality" or "pre-nation" - (n the other,
Today, having the benefit of seventy-five
years development of Marxism since Engels
wrote that sentence in 1891, Marxist—
Leninists are able to describe the British
Isles more correctly as "two islands
peopled by two nations". These two nationms
are the Irish and the Eritish nations, the
latter being composed of three nat\ional—
itles: Scottish, Welsh and English,

STALIN RE-ASSESSES HIMSELF?

Mr, Clifford goes on to claim that in 192,
Stalin "re-assessed" the national question
as 1t had been put forward in his 1912
work, Consequently, theses - such as that
to the effect that Britain constitutes a
single nation - based on "Marxism and the
National Question" are not valid,

But did Stalin amend his definition of the

"netion" as given in the 1912 work? Did he
amend his definition of the British people
as constituting a single nation? Not at all,

In fact, Stalin did not "amend" the 1912
vork, he developed it into the conditions of
& new historical period, the period of the
general crisis of capitalism. He refers to
a sentence from the earlier work:

'"The national struggle under the con-
ditions of rising capitalism is a struggle
of the bourgeois classes among themselves!"
(J.V. Stalin:"The National Question Once
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Agein" in: Works", Vol.7; Moscow 1954, p.226),

Since this formulation refers specifically to "the conditions of
rising capitaliem", it is correct, says Stalin, But now, he says, we
are living in the period of the general crisis of capitalism which
began vi*h the first imperialist war; now, therefore,

"the national question .,, had ceased to be a part of the general

demotratic movement, ..., it had already become a component part of
the general proletarian, socialist revolution." (J.V.Stalin:ibid:

p.226).

Clearly, the Scottish and Welsh "national socialists" cen derivs no
support from vague talk about Stalin's "re-assessment" of his 1912
position,

BOURGEOIS REVOLUTION: PROGRESSIVE OR REACTIONARY

The greater part of Clifford's article is devoted not directly to

the national question, but to a passage in an article on the national
questioniin the organ of the A.C.M.L.U. The passage concerned, which
Clifford misquotes, reads:

"In this period, when capitalism was developing within the disin-
tegrating old society, politicel actions which served the interests
of the capitalist class, which assisted ir the development of
capitalist society, were progressive. ...

In this period, the best interests of the masses of the Seottish
people (and the English people too) were served by the development
of capitalism, and therefore by Union." ("The Naticonal Guestion in
Britain", in: "Hammer or Anvil" Nuvember/December 1966; p.47).

Revisionist, anti-Marxist nonsense - cries Clifford,

"Capital comes into existence 'daripping from head to foot' ...
with the blood of the masses, ..,
When coming into existence capitalism served the interests neither

of the old masses of serfs or clansmen nor of the new proletarian
masses," (R.Clifford:"Scotland: Hgw €apitalism Serves the People",
in: "The Communist"; November 1567; p.1l).

By the title of his article - "How Capitalism Serves the Pecple" -
Clifford wishes to sugrest that HAMMER OR ANVIL is saying in the

passage quoted that capitalism serves the interests of the masges
now, in the period of the gemeral crisis of capitalism, This is to
sink to the depths of poiitical dishonesty new even for trotskyitea
such as Clifford.

And to deny that the development of capitalism within the womb of
feudal society was progressive, was in the interests of the ﬁasees
of the people despite the suffering associated with its birth, is to
deny cme of the most fundamental concepts of Marxist-Leninist
revolutionary theory:

"Capitalism is progressive compared with feudaliam", (V.I.Lenin:
"A Caricature ¢f Marxiam and 'Imperialist Ecenomism'";in: Selected
Works, Vol,5; Londen; undated p.299).

In the period priar to the February 1917 revolution, Lenin fought
uremittingly for the spread of undsrstanding ameng the working class
of the essentially progressive character of the bourgeois revolution
in Russia:

"In countries like Russia, the working class suffers not so mu¢h
from capitelism as from the lack of capitalist development. The
working clase is therefore undoubtedly interested in the widest,
freest and speediest development of capitelism, The removal of all
the remnants of the old arder which are hampering the wide, free
and speedy development of capitelism is of absolute advantage to
the working clags. The bourgeois revolution is precisely ... a
revolution which most fully guarantees the widest, freest and
speediest development of capitalism. ...

Therefore, the bourgeois revelution is in the highest degree
advantageous to the proletariat. The bourgeois revolution is
absoluteiy necessary in the interests of the proletariat,” (V,I.
Lenin: "Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in the Democratic Revolu-
tion",in: Selected Works, Vol,3; London; 1946; p.75).

Had Clifford and his trotskyite rabble been in Russis in the early

twentieth century, clearly they would have been denouncing the line
of Lenin and the Bolsheviks, and assisting the Tsar with "leftist"

phrases, just as they have for the last few years sought to diarupt
the developing Marxist-Leninist mgvement here,

STAILIN AND THE NATIONAL
QU ESTION

The attacks upon Stalin made by the modern revisionists since 1956 —
attacks following precisely the same lines as those of the trotskyite
"left" revisionists whic¢h date from an earlier period - were in
reality attacks upon Marxism-Leninism made under the false closk of
"Marxism-Leninism",

At the present time in Britein, where Marxist-lLeninists are working
for the reconstitution of a Marxist-Leninist Party of the working
class, an essortment of groups has appeared ealling themselve$
"anti-revisionist" and "Marxist-Leninist" but with a pclicy which
gims at dividing the Merxist-Leniniet movement and the working class

on "national" and racial lines,

Elsewhere in this issue we illustrate how the so—called "Workers'
Party of Scotland (Marxist-Leninist)", which began by embracing
Sgottish "nationalism", has degenerated into an cpen purveyor of
trotskyite and even fascist ideology, and has attacked not only
Stelin but Lenin, We also show how the trotskyite groups calling
themselves the "London Workers' Committee" and the "Communist
Workers' Group (anti—revisionist)", which have endorsed the reaction-
ary pseudo-nationalist views put forward by the S,W,P,, have now
begun to purvey respectively "black nationealism" and enti-semitic
racialism, so assisting the imperialists to divide the working class
along racial lines,

WELSH '* NATTONALISM*

To this situation it could net be long before some hopeful opport-
unist would espouse, in the name of "Marxism-Leninism", the cause

of Welsh "nationslism", This dishonour has fallen to A.H. Evans in
his pamphlet "The National Problem in the light of the teachings of
Lenin and Mao Tee-tung" (London; 1967), Evans will be remembered as
an early member of the Committee to Defeat Revisionism, for Communist
Unity who resigned frem that body when, under the leadership of
Comrade Michael McCreery, it refused to publish an anti-Marxist—
Leninist article by him.

This renegade follows in the footsteps of the "Workers' Party of
Scotland" in seeking to stir up hostility on the part of Welsh
workers towards their English comrades:

"The English sneer at 'Scots tightness', 'Scots "pride"!, 'Welsh
shiftiness', 'the Welsh "useless language"'. The English people,
including ite working class, has been cempletely indifferent to
the butchery of the Welsh language, in fact, they have condoned
the acts of barbarism of the English state against the Welsh people
and a langusge that was civilised leng before English came into
being." (p.18-19).

Evans, of course, gives his support to the anti-Marxist-Leninist
concept that Scotland, Wales and England constitute separate "nations'
and, slong with the "Workers' Party of Scotland", accuses of “English
chauvinisn” those who, like the Marxist-Leninist Organisation ef
Britain, hold that Britain - Seotland, Wales and England together —
forms a single natiom:

"There are a small minerity of English peopls whose chauvinism is
so deeply embedded as to pompletely blind them to British history:
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they have hrought into'being' & momstrosity, 'A British Nation.'"
(P-m-13).

EVARS ATTACKS STALIN

Unlike seme of his fellow "nationalists", Evans dees not evade the
dileema that the viewpoint of the M.L.0.B. on the national questiom
in Britein is identical with that put farward implieitly and explic-
: 3 itly by Stalin, the
greatest Marxist-
Leninist of his ers

and one whose special
field was that of
Marxism-lLeninism in
relation to the
national question.
Evens "resolves" this
dlemma very simply.
He declares not Gmly
that "Stalin grossly
over—simplified the
pational problem"

- (p.17) but that "we
must emphasise that
Stelin inclined to
the position of
great race chauvin-
ismf

In his allégation
that Stalin was a
"racialist" and a

J.V. STALIN

"ehauvinist",

Evens is at one with the most vicious enemies _f the working class -
the modern revisionists and the trotskyltes, Furthermore, like them,
he calls in Lenin to "support" his view: .

"Stalin's 1913 thesis on the National Guestien came to be regarded
as the last word on the problem, yet the fact is that Lenin was
sharply critical of Stalin's views on the National problem," (p.8).

No-one, least of all Stalin, would claim that his writings constit-
uted the "last ward" on any subject, Yet it is true that Stalin's
classic work "Marxism and the National Question" has always been
regarded as laying mere than the fundementals of the Marxist-Leninist
snalysis of this question. It is this which Evans seeks te deny.

But Evane goes further then this, He revives that old, rusty weapon
of the trotskyite propaganda arsensl which was taken over by the
modern revisionists in 1956 - the so-called "Lenin's Testament":

"Lenin's justified criticism of certain weakmesses in the psycho-
logical make-up of Stalin was a0t brought forcibly enough to the
attention of Soviet people." (p.8).

Let us look at these allegations in cold detail,
STALIN: LENIN'S COMRADE-IN-ARMS

First of all, did Lenin regard Stalin as an outstanding Marxist
revolutionary leader and an authority on the national question?

. Ip February 1913, while Stalin was still working on "Marxism and the
National Guestion", Lenin wrote to Maxim Gorky:

"We have a-marvellous Geargian who has set down to write a big
article for 'Prosveshcheniye'for which he has collected all the
Austrian and other material," (V.I.Lenin: Collected Works, Vol.35,
Moscow; 1966, p.B84).

Learning that it was proposed to print the article with the reservation
that it wes for discussiom only, Lenin vigorously objected:

"0f course, we are absolutely against. The article is a very good
ane". (V,I.Lemin: ibid. 7.%0).

Soon after Stalin's errest, in March 1913, Lenin wrote to the editors
of 'Sotsial-Demckrat':

"Egba had time to write a big article on the nationalities question
(for three issues of 'Prosveshcheniye'). Goodl We must fight far
the truth, (V,I.Lenin: ibid; p.94).

Lenin further commented:

"The gituation .and the fundamentals of a national programme far
Social-Delocrnc'y have recently been dealt with in Marxist thearetical
literature (the most prominent place being tsken by Stelin's erticle)!
(V,I.Lenin:"The National Programme of the R,S,D.L.P." in: Collected
Works, Vol.l9, Moscow; 196‘3‘, P.539).

After the events of July 1917, when Lenin was forced to go into hiding,
it was Stalin who was entrusted with guiding the work of the Central
Committee and the central Party organ, and with steering the 6th, Party
Congress in July-August 1917.

When, on October 16th, 1917, the Central Committee elected a Party
Centre to direct the revolution, it was headed by Stalin,

With the victory of the Octeber Revolution and the establishment of
the Soviet Government, Stalin was appointed People's Commissar for the
Affairs of the Nationalities, a position which he held until 1923.

It wes on the mogion of Lenin that, in November 1919, the Soviet Govern-
ment awarded Stalin the Order of the Red Bamnmer in recognition of his
gervices during the Civil War,

At the 10th, Congress of the Party, in March-April 1921, it was Stalin
who was entrusted with making the report on "The Immediate Tasks of
the Party in connection with the National Problem,”

And it was on the motion of Lenin that, in April 1922, the Central
Committee elected Stalin to the supreme position of its General
‘Secretary.

When, therefore, did Lenin criticise Stalin's views on the national
question end Stalin's "psychological make-up", as Evans cleims?

In fact no documents written by Lenin expressing such views are

known to exist. Evans, one must presume, is referring to the letters
alleged to have been dictated by Lenin in December 1922 and January
1923.

In order to assess the significance of these letters, it is necessary
tc know that for a considereble time before they were written, Lenin
had been suffering from sclerosis of the brain, and that his first
two strokes — in May and December 1922 — had already permanently
incapacitated him,

And since they relate primarily tc the policy of the Russian Communist
Party with regard to Transcaucasia, it is necessary tc look in some
detail at the situation existing there immediately after the civil war,

THE FIGHT FOR FEDERATION IN TRANSCAUCASIA

The three Transcaucasian nations — Georgias, Armenia and Azerbei jan -
had a long history of bitter nationsl conflicts, reaching the level of
persecution of national minorities and even open war,

As Stalin told the 12th, Party Congress in April 1923:

"From very early times Transcaucasia has been an arena of massacre
and strife and, under the Mensheviks and Deshneks, it was an arena
of war, You know of the Georgian-Armenian war. You also know of the
massacres in Azerbaijen at the beginning and at the end of 1905, 1
could mention a whole list of districts where the Armenian majority
massacred all the rest of the population, comsisting of Tatars.
Zangezur, for instance, I could mention amother province - Nakhi-
cheven, There the Tatars predominated, and they massacred all the
Armenians, That was just before the liberation of Armenia end
Georgia from the yoke of imperialism." (J.V,Stalin:"Report on
National Factors in Party and State Affairs", 12th Congress of the
R.C.P.(B.)in: Works, Vol.5, Moscow;1953; p.256).

In these circumstances, the Central Committee of the Party decided
that for a certain period the three Transcaucasian Republics should
be united in a federation:

"To put a stop to that strife an organ of national peace Was
needed,i,e,, a supreme authority whose word would carry weight,"
(J.V.Stalin:"Reply to the Discussion em the Central Committee's
Organisational Report", 12th Congress ef the R.C.P.(B.)in:Works,
Vol.5,Moscow:1953, p.232).

Thus, on November 28th, 1921 Lenin wrete to Stalin proposing that the

Political Bureau of the Central Committee should resolve
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"1) to recognise the federation bf the Transcaucesian republics

as absolutely correct in principle and its realisation as
absolutely necessary ... ;

2) to instruct the Central Committees of Georgia, Armenia and Azer-
baijan to carry out this decision." (J.V.Stalin; ibid; p.233).

A motion to this effect was adopted unanimously at the next meeting
of the Political Bureau, attended by both Lenin and Stalin. Two
commissions - one headed by Dzerzhinsky, the other by Kamenev and
Kuibyshev — reported that federation was indispensable, end this was
atfirmed by no less than three meetings of the Central Committee.

In accordunce with this policy, the Federative Union of Soviet Social-
ist Republics of Transcaucasia was brought into beine in March 1922,

THE GEORGIAN "DEVIATORS"

However, federation of the Transcaucasian Republics was actively
cpposed, both before and after its establishment, by a minerity group
of Georgian communists, headed by Mdiveni (who was found guilty in
1936 of treason against the Soviet state), They opposed this in words
8s a move inspired by "Great-Russian chauvinism", attacking especially
Stalin - himself a Georgian) - under this label, Stalin pointed out

to the 12th, Congress of the Party that the facts showed that fear of
Great-Russian chauvinism was not the real motive for the opposition of
the Georgian "deviators": i

"There has been and still is a group of Georgian Communists who do
not .bject to Georgia uniting with the Union of Republics, but who
do object to this union being affected through the Caucasian
Federation, .,.

These statements indicate that un the national question the attitude
towards the Russians is of secondary importance in Georgia, for’
these comrades, the deviators (that is what they are called), have
no objection to Georgla joining the Union directly; that is, they do
not fear Great-Russian chauvinism, believing that its roots have
been cut in one way or another, or, at any rate, that it is not of
decisive impertance, Evidently, what they fear most is the federa-
tion of Transcaucasia, Why? (J.V,Stalin:"Report on National Factors
in Party and Stave Affairs,12tt Congress of the R,C.P.(B,}", in:
"Works", Vol.®, Moscow 1953, p,2%7),

Stalin proceeded tc demonstrate that the real motive behind the oppos—

ition of the Seorgian "deviators"to federation was, in fact, Georgian

chauvinigm:

"The pcint is that the bonds of the Transcaucasian Federation
deprive Georgia of that somewhat privileged position which she
could assume by virtue of her geographical position, Judge for your-
selves, Georgia has her own port - Batum - through which goods flow
from the West; Georgia has m railway junction like Tiflis, which the
Armenians cannot avoid, nor can Azerbaijan avoid it, for she
Teceives her goods through Ratum, If Georgia were a separate repub-
lic, if she were not part of the Transcaueasian Federation, she
could present something in the nature of a little ultimatum both to
Armenia, which cannot do without Tiflis, and to Azerbai jan, which
cannot do without Batum, There would be some advantaeges for Geargia
in this, ...

Then there is yet another reason, Tiflis is the capital of Geargia,
but the Georgians there are not more than 30 per cent of the
population, the Armenians not less than 35 per cent, and then come
all the other nationalities. That 3s whaet the capital of Georgia is
like, If Georgia were a seperate republic the population could be '
reshifted somewhat — for instance, the Armenian populatiop could be
shifted from Tiflis, Was not a well—kmowr decree adopted in Geargia
to 'regulate' the population of Tiflis ,.,? The intention was to
reshift the population so as tc reduce the number of Armenians in
Tiflis from vear to year, meking ther fewer than the Georglans, and
thus convert Tiflis into a reel Georgian capital. I grant that they
have rescinded the eviction decree, but they heve a vaat number of

possibilities, a vast mumber of flexible forms - such as 'decongest—

ion' - by which it would be possible, while emintaining a semblance
of internatiomalism, to errange matters in such a way that Armenians
in Tiflis would be in the minority.

It 1s these geographical gdvantages that the Georgian deviators do
not want to lose, ...

It is on to this dangerous path that our comrades, the Geergian
deviators, are pushing us by opposing federation in vioclation of all

Central Committee, As

Congress in April

the lawe of the Party, by wanting to withdrav from the federation in
order to retain an advantageous positiom, They are pushing us on to:
the path of granting them certain privileges at the expense of the
Armenian and Azerbaijanian Republice, But this is a path we cannot
take, for it means certain death to our entire policy and to Soviet ;
power in the Caucasus," (J.V,Stalin:ibid; p,259-9, 261).

The Georgian "deviators" were decisively rejected at the 1922 Congress
cf the Communist Farty - . X
of Georgia, receiving
only 15% of the votes.
Nevertheless they

continued to organ-
ise opposition to the
policy of the Party
with regard to fed-
eration, and in the
autumn of 1922 their
leaders, including
Mdivani, were recal-
led to Moscow by the

Stalin told the 12th

1923:

"In Transcaucasia

only the Scviet Govern-
ment succeeded in
establishing natignal
peace by creating the
federation., That is
why we in the
Central Comnmittee regarded that decision as being absolutely binding'-;
But whet do we see? That the Mdivani group disobeys that decision.
More than that, it opposes it, Thet has been established both by ‘
Corrade Dzerzhinsky's comuissien and by the Kamenev-Kuibyshev ‘commis-

V.I.LENIN

sion. Even now, after the decision of the March Plerum concerning = -
Georgia, Mdivani is continuing to oppose federation, What is that

if not contempt for the Centrel Committee's decisions?

Such are the circumstances that compelled the Central Committee of
the Party to recall Mdivani." (J.V.Stalin:"Reply to the Discussion
on the Central Committee's Organisational Report to the 12th Congress
of the R.C.P.(B.}in: Works, Vol,5, Moscow 1953; p.236)

FOLITICAL INTRIGUE AROUND LENIN'S SICK-BED

On his arrival in Moscow, Mdivani made contect with opposition leaders
there and - through the agency of Lenin's wife, Nadezhda Krupskays,
who was 8t that time very sympathetic to the cpposition - was given
facilities to complain to Lenin, who was seriously ill and isolated
from the Party leadership (he was unsble tc attend the October and
December plenums of the Central Committee ir 1922), In December,

Stalin received a letter written by Krupskeya, sllegedly at Lenin's
dictation, encorsing the opposition charges that Stalin and Dzerzhin—ff,
sky were forcing an incorrect policy upon Georgia as a result of thei,zi
|
When Stelin asked by telephone that repregsentetives of the Political !
Bureau should be permitted to see Lerin and put the true facts of the‘
situation tc him, Krupskaya refused on the grounds that "his health

"Great—-Russian chauvinism",

| woulc not permi't it", Stelin protested stroBgly at this situation,

and or. December 23rd,, 1922 Krupskaya wrote a personal letter to the
opposition leader Lev Kemenev (later, in 1936, found guilty of ireason
against the Soviet state) complaining of Stalin's "rude cutburst" and
of his "threat" to refer her conduct to the Control Commission of the
Party,

,

"LENIN'S TESTAMENT"

On the following day, December 24th, Maria Volcdicheva, a Kremlin
secretary, allegedly at the dictation of Lenin, wrote a letter addreg-
gsed to the Congress of the Party. This purported to reverse Lenin's
life-long experience - that of fighting shoulder-toshoulder with
Stalin against the continual anti-Marxist stands of Trotsky - by den-
igrating Stalin and praising Trotsky:

"Comrade Stalin, having become Secretary-General, has unlimited L

4

authority concentrated ir his hands, and I am not sure whether he
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wll always be capsble of using that suthority with sufficient
caution. Comrade Trotsky, on the other hand, as his struggle against
the C.C. om the quistion of the People's Commisseriat for Communic-
.ations has already proved, is distinguished by outstanding ability,
H\orin personally perhaps the most capsble man in the present C.C."
(V.I,Lenin: Collected Works,Vol.36;Moscow; 1966, p,594-5).

Six days later, om December 30th, 1922, Volodicheva wrote & letter on
the natiomsl question, again allegedly at the dictation of Lenin, in
wich the criticisms of Stalin and Dzerzhinsky mede by the opposition
leaders were supparted:

"Stalin's haste and his infatuation with pure administration,
together with his spite against the notorious 'nationalist-
socialise', played a fatal role here, ,,,

The Georgian ..., who carelessly flings about accusations of
'nationalist-socialism' (whereas he himsslf is a real and true
'nationalist-socialist' and even a vulgar Great-Russian bully)
violates, in substance, the interests of proletarian class
struggle, ...

The political respomsibility for all this truly Great-Russian
naticnalist campaign must, of course, be laid on Stalin and
Dzershinsky," (V.I,Lenin:Collected Works,Vol,36,Moscow,1966;
p.606, 608, 610), L

On’Jamuary 4th,1923, Lydia Fotieva, a Kremlin secretery sympathetic

to the opposition, added a postécript to the letter of December 24th, .
again allegedly at the dictation of Lenin, calling for the removal of
Stalin es Secretary-General of the Central Committee of the Party:

"Stalin is. too rude and this defect, although quite tolerable in
owr midst and in deselings among us Communists, becomes intolerable
in & Secretary-General, That is why I suggest that the Comrades
think ebout a way of removing Stalin from that post and appointing
another msm in his stead who in all other respects dffers from
Stelin in having only one advantage, namely, that of being mare
tolerant, more loyal, more polite and more ccnsiderate to the
comrades, less capricious, etc." (V.I,Lenin:Collected Werks,Vol,36,
Moscow; 1966, p.596),

The letters were addressed to "The Congress", but when the 12th Party
Congress took place in April 1923 they were not presented. Lenin,
although even more seriously ill after a third stroke, was still
alive and while he lived the danger to the opposition existed that he

might repudiete them,

But on January 24th, 1924 Lenin died, and the letters were, as the
revisidnist editors of the latest edition of Lenin's Collected Works
testify: :

"read out to the delegates of the Thirteenth Congress which was
held from Mey 23-31, 1924," (V.I.Lenin: ibid; p.712).

The Congress rejected the mllegations made in the letters by confirm-
ing Stalin in the post of Secretary-General end, as the revisionist

gditors of the "Collected Worke" say,

"The Congress unanimously decided not to publish the letter, because
it was addressed to the Congress and had not been intended for the
press," (V.I.Lenin: ibid; p.712),
However, after the Congress, the opposition began to use the letters
- which they referred to as "Lenin's Testament" - in a campaign to
remove Stalin from his position., And in 1924 they were published in the
United States by the trotskyite Max Eastmen, who obtained them from
opposition elements in the Soviet Union,

Following their coming to power after Stalin's death, the revisiomist
leaders of the Soviet Union circulated the letters at the infamous
20th, Congress and later

"in accordance with the instruction of the Central Committee of the
C.P.S.U., the letters were published in the magaszine 'Kommuniast' No,
9 in 195." (V.I.Lenin: ibid,; p.712),

It is not sccidentel that, im suppart of his reactionery "nationalist"
‘views, Evans picks up the blunted weapons of the trotskyite and revis-
ionist propagsnde arsenal in order to attack Stalin, As in 1922 and

1956, the attack upon Stalin conceals an attack upon Marxiss-Leninism,

STALIN: OPPONENT OF CHAUVINISN
It is clear that the discreditable -political intriguss of the ememies

of Marxism-Leninism, whether in 1922 or in 1956, give not the slight-
est suppart to Evan's claim that Stalin inclined to “great race chauv--
iniem", On the contrary, Stalin fought chauvinism in g1l its forms
ocongistently throughout his life’

"I understand our policy in the national question to be a policy of
concessions to non-Russians. ... That policy is undoubtedly
carrect,” (J.V.Stalin:"Reply. to the Discussion on the C,C.'s Organ-
isationsal Repart,12th.Congress of the R,C.P.(B.)",in: Works, Vol,5;
- Moscow; 1953; p.235).

."The principal factor impeding the unien of the republics into a
single union is that force which, as I have sald, is growing in our
country under the conditions of the N,E,P,: Great-Russian chauvin-
ism", (J.V,Stalin: Report en National Factors in Party and State
Affairs,12th Congress,R.C,.P.(B,)in:Warks, Vol.5, p.249.

"Se can achieve success enly by fighting on two fronts - on the ome !
hend, against Greet-Russian chauvinism, which is the chief danger

in our work of construction, and, on the other hand, against local
chauvinism; unless we wage this double fight there will be no seolid-
arity between the Russian workers and peamsants and the werkers and
peasants of the other nationalities." (J.V.Stalin:ibid; p.273).

LENIN AND "NATIONALISM" IN BRITATN

Was there, in fact, as Evans claims, some difference between Lenin
and Stelin on the national question in relation to Britain? Did Lenin,
unlike Stalin, believe that "Scottish "nationalisa" and Welsh "nation-
alism" were pregressive movements of genuine nationalism?

On the contrary, Speaking of "the advanced capitalist countries of
Western Europe”, Lenin says:

"in these countries the bourgeois, progressive, national movements
came to an end long ago." (V,I,Lenin: "The Socialist Revolution
and the Right of Nations to Self-Determination",in: Selected Works,
Vol,5, London, undated; p.275).

and

"in those advanced countries ,,., the national problem has been
solved for a long time; .., objectively, there are no 'national
tasks' to be fulfilled," (V.I.Lenin: "& Caricature of Marxism and
'Imperialist Economism'",in: Selected Works,Vol,5,London, undated,

p.295).
and

"In the western countries the nationsal movement is a thing of the
past, In Britain, France, Germany, etc, .., it has played its
historical role, i.,e., the national movement cannot yield here any—
thing progressive, anything that will elevate new masses to a new
economic and political life. (V.I.Lenin: ibid.; p,305).

The truth of Lenin's analysis in this respect is barm out a hundred-
fold by the brief histary of most of those groups calling themselves
"Marxist-Leninist" who have embraced "nationaliss" in Britain, They
have quickly degenerated into slanderers of Lenin and Stalin, and
into purveyore of reactionary trotskyite, racialist and even fascist
idsology.

" YOU CAN HELP RED_FRONT

v by taking out a subscription;

Y by persuading your mtlitant workmates
to take out a subscription;

v by sending a donation or, better still, a
monthly guarantee;

% by assisting in the sale of the paper
odutside factories and in public places
in your locality (for details and copies
on sale or return, write to:

M. Scott;
34 Upper Tollington Park, London N4,)




uprising at this tise, it becase clear that the P,0,C. was adopting a

RED FRONT 13

THE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD

AN INTERVIEW WITH COMRADE MICHAEL LASKI, General Secretary of the

COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (MARXIST-LENINIST)

QUESTION: Could you outline for our readers the history of the dev-
elopment of the Merxist-Leninist movement in the United States of
America,

COMRADE IASKT: There are, apart from the C.P,U.S.A,(M.L.), four groups
in the United States which call themselves "Marxist-Leninist",

In 1958, at the 16th Canvention of the revisionist-led C.P.U.S.A., &
split occurred centred around a leading individual, Armando Roman, who
was o member of the New York State Central Committee of the party, The
split oceurred over certain central questions, namely, the role of
Comrade Stalin, the anelysis of the Hungarian counter-revolution (to
which the C.P.U.5.A. took an attitude of partiel support), the national
question in the United States, the attitude towards the trade union
movement and, of course, the basic questions of the transition to soc—
ialiem and the dictatorship of the proletariat,

The right-wing revisionists - Dennis, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Gus
Hall - were able to gain effective control of the party, while Foster
played a eentrist, conciliationist r@le of "trying to hold the Party
together",

There had bean a trelendgus influx of petty bourgeois and intellec-
tual elements inte the party in the thirties and forties, and these hed
provided the basis for revisionism, This had led in 1944 to the triumph
of Browderism and the complete disselution of the party, which was trans-
formed into the :"Connmist Political Association”, The gubsequent "recon-
stitution" was mere window-dressing: the elements who had adopted
Browderism merely used him as a scapegoat and then proceeded to carry
through the same policies in a more subtle way,

When the 16th, Convention was over, the right wing moved to expel the
small, scanty oppositicn, which was centred mainly among the Negro and
Puerto Rican workers and the remains of the party's working class base
on the waterfront of New York City, in Cleveland and Chicago, together
with a small scattering on the West Coast, These anti-revisionist
elemente formed in 1958 the Provisional Organising Committee to Recon—
stitute a Marxist-Leninist Communist Party (known as the P,0,C.) and
began to publish the "Marxist-Leninist Vanguard", This was the first
group to emerge and it is still in existence,

In 1962, after the Chinese and Albanian Parties had begun to sxpose
international revisionism publicly, the Progressive Labar lovelent
(later the Progressive Labor Party) was formed mainly from elements who
had come out of the revisionist party; its leading elements had been
expelled from the party as trotskyite, Rosen, the leading figure in
Progressive Lsbor, astutely capitalised on the situation brought sbout
by the polemics in the international Comwunist movement to muster what—
ever support he could across the country among those who had dissociated
themselves from the revisionist party,

About the same time Homer Chase was expelled from the Central Committeel
of the Commmist Party and, with a number of collaborators set up "Hammer;
and Steel" and the now defunct "New England Party of Labor”, The paper
still exists but it and the movement around it hes made no growth,

In the winter of 1962-3 en organisation caelled the "Ad Hoc Committee
to Reconstitute a Merxist-Leninist Communist Party" came into existence
in Chicago. This has en enonymous leadership and is tllegedly formed of
members of the Communist Perty who are in opposition to its revisionist
line and believe that it is possible to transform the party by means of
inner-party struggle,

The Communist Party of the United States of America (Mardist-Leninist)
developed out of the P,0.C. in 1965, because, as a result of the Watts

sectarian stend, refusing to wage a political struggle, to give any pol-
itical leadsrship, to expand its forces or to give any lead an the

| formation of e Marxist-Leminist Party,

The founding conference of the C.P.U.S.A.(M,L,) was held cn September
4-5th, 1965, Its general organ is "The People's Voice" (established ,
shortly before the founding conference, in August 1965), Its thearetical
organ is the journal "Red Flag".

GUESTION: On what organisational principles is the C,P,U.S.A.(M,L.)
conatructed?
CO!RA.DE LASH On the organisational principles of the "party of a

nﬂ' type elabarated by Lenin end Stalin, It is democrmtically-
centralised, capable of forming the leading force of the working class
movenent. Its Central Committee is the leading organ of the Party,
apart from the Congress which elects it,

QUESTION: What is the basic policy of the C,P,U,S.i.(M.L.) towards the
trade union movement?

COMRADE LASKT: We hold that our main task in the trade union field must
be to break what we call " the fascist labour front", which is actually
the incorporation of the bureaucratic organs of the trade unions into
the monopoly-capitalist state, We do not believe that the bureaucratic
leaderships can be replaced merely by seeking election to official pos-
itions in shop stewards committees or trade unioms, Our policy is to
coricentrate on the political education of the rank-and-file primarily
by leading them in struggle; only then will the trade umiom elections
have a firm, stable basis,

QUESTION: How does the C,P,U,S.A.(M.L,) view the national question
in the United States?

COMRADE LASKT: The U.S.A. is & multi-national state, made up of three
nations: the American nstion, the Negro nation in the south, and the
Puerto Rican nation, Our viewpoint is based on Stalin's teachings on the
national question embodied in his classke "Marxism and the Natiomal
Question”,

The existence of the Wegro nation was settled in 1928 by the C,P,U.S.A.
as a result of a decisiam of the Third International., Stalin pointed out
that the Negro nation did exist, and that the demand for its right of
self-determination was an obligation for American Communists to fight
for in order to solve the national antagonisms within the United States,

This correct poeition was liquideted by the revisionists in 1956, and
in its place was put support for "civil rights"; the policy of equal
rights within the American nation and of self-determination for the
Negro nation was discarded,

Our Party takes the following stand on this matter: that there is in
fact a Negro nation in the south and that it has the right of self-
determination, The question of the relationship of the Negro nation to
the American nation - whether the farmer should form an independent
socialist republic, an autonomous section of a unitary socialist
American republic, or a republic of a federated Americen state, or
whether it should fuse with the American nation - this question is a
satter for the working people of the Negre nation to determine. Marxist—
Leninists in the American nation fight for the right of self-determina-
tlon for the Negro natiom, while those in the Negro nation (who are
part of the same Party) fight for fusion with the American nation,

This Marxist-lLeninist position en the naticnal question is a power-
ful weapon against reactionary nationslists. Reactionary Negro natiom-
alism is the complement of chauvinist Anglo-Aserican nationalism put
forward by the most reactionary sectioms of the U,.S. imperialists.

QUESTION: What is the attitude of the C,P,U.S.A.(M.L.) towards the
slogen "Black Power™?

COMRADE IASKI: We do not advocate "Hlack Power™ in any semse of the
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term, This 1s essentially a natiomalist slogan, not a Marxist-Leninmist
slogan, The Marxist-Leninist slogan is "self—determination for the
Negro nation", and not "Black Power".

However, we do recognise that there is an anti-imperialist aspect to
the "Black Power" slogan, and where this slogan is used to meen the
right of self-determination for the Negro nation - self-determination
which can be realised only by means of struggle agninst U.S. imperial-
ism - we support it,

But where it is used - as by certain represezitatives of "Black
Power" like Stokely Carmichael - to mean fighting for black institut-
ions, for black teachers in black schools, for black policemen and
black firemen, we oppose it as reactionary and divisive,

The majority of Negro workers do not support the conception of "Black
Power" put forward by Carmichael and his ilk, This is merely a demand
the Negro bourgeoisie and petty-bourgecisie put forward for a share in
"the American dream",

QUESTION:

plu.ce in recent montns end years in various American c1t1es"’

What is your analysis of the disturbances that have taken

COMRADE LASKI: Newark, Detroit
and New York City over the past two years primarily as cless disturbances
not national disturbances, in their origin and composition, Taey repres-
sent militent struggles by the most oppressed and exploited sections of
the United States proletariat, whicn are for the most part made up of
national minorities, However, other sections of the working class part-
icipated in these struggles, especially in Los Angeles and Detroit, Of
course, the nationalists stepped in to try to utilise the matter, and
the entire bourgeois press has tried to present these class struggles as
racial disturbances,

We regard the dsturbances in Vatte,

CONRADE LASKT:
intellectuals, led by unprincipled opportunists. However, we regard the
rapnk-and-file of the Party as fundamentelly progressive elements who

can be won to Merxise-Leninism by proper polemic exchange., We are, in

fact, perfectly willing to enter into negotiations with the Progressive
Labor Party - as also with "Hemwer and Steel”,
Hoc Commitiee - for the purpose of discussing our differences and laying

better we might think that Governor Wallis was speaking to us.

Thus, whet 1s going on is an opportunist tailing by the Progressive

Labor Party of everything that moves in the United States, But Marxist-
Leninists gain nothing by hiding their vrosition, by changing their
position to suit every tramsient petty-bourgeois fashion. The way to
deal with petty-bourgeois progressives and intellectusls and their
movements is to wark with them and explain to them the Harnst-
Leninist standpoint in the course of struggle,

QUESTION: What, then, is your estimate of the Progressive Labor Party?

It is a party cc-pOSed mainly of petty-bourgeois

the P.0.C. and tne Ad

the basis for Merxist-Leninist Unity in the United States,

It must be sald that the Progressive Labar Party has responded to some
extent to our criticism. In the last five months, for example, there has
been a coxplete snift in their attitude to the Peace Movement, Whereas
before this they were working hand in glove with the Trotskyite "Social-
1st Workers' Party" and with the "Sparticists” (a breskaway group from
the "Socialist Workers' Party"), and to a lesser extent with the
"Workers' World Party" (an earlier split from the "Socislist Workers'
Purty”) and also with the revisionists — this collaboration with trot-
skyites has now ceased as the result of criticism of it,

The Progressive Labor Party has considerable financial resources,
although its membership throughout the United States is not large,

We hold that the essential contradiction within the American nation is
the class struggle, while the national question is secondary, The nation—
al question is a factor which enters into it because the exploitation of
Negro, Puerto Rican and Mexican workers is especially intense,

QUESTION: How does the attitude of the C.P.U.S.A.(M.L.) on the national
question differ from that of "Hesmer and Steel" and the Progressive
Labor Party?

COMRADE IASKI: "Hammer and Steel" nolds that the national question is
the main contradiction in the United Siates today, We recoguise that
nationel liberation struggles are vhe focal contradiction in the world,
but not in the United Statecg,

The Progressive Labor Party, like most opportunist orgenisations,
stands for: "self-determination of the Negro people" and "Black Power",
both at tne same time,

But by "seli-determination of the Negro people" they mean self-
determination for Negroes wherever they may be. whether in Harlem,
Seattle,- or in dirminghem, Alsbama, in the heart of the Negro nation,
They consider Harlem and Watts "Negro nations" and stand for their "self-
determination!] but they deny the existence of the real HNegro nation im
the south, The effect is to give support to reactionary nationalism,

Two years ago it was fashionmable to call for "integration”". But "integ-
ration" means in practice integration for the wealthy bourgeoisie of the
Negro nation or of the Negro national minority in the north with the
American bourgeoisie. It meant nothing for the Negro workers — how can
you "integrate™ rich and poor? We reject the slogan of "integration" in
favour of that of "equal rights", But we mske it clear that equal

lghts are impossitle under imperialism, and that the struggle for
equal rights is an inpértant aspect of the struggle for socialise under
which alone there can be equal rights,

Who were the strongest advocates of "integration" two years agot The
Student Non-violent Co—ordinating Committee (SNCC) , supported by the
Progressive Labor Party, Now the P,L.P. is Just as strongly backing
SNCC in its advocation of the "Black Power" slogan and the use of indis-
crieinate violence as a catch-all threat. This is typical of the duel
aspect of the petty—oourgeois opportunist radical,

Now it is fashionable to support "Black Power", and the P,L.P. now
support this slogan in the crassest terms, Two years ago ‘the Progres-
sive Labor Party was saying: "No dlscrimination in the staie schools!
No all-black and no all-white schools in areas of mixed populations!
No segregation) " Now these very seme people are calling for all-black
'teachers for all-black schools, for all-black cops, If we didn't kmow

THE NATIONAL
LIBERATION FRONT

LAOS

In December and January liberation forces ir Laos gained mmentous
successes against the U,S,-supported goverument forces, In January,
after a long seige, liberation forces oceupied the heavily fortified
base of Nam Bac, only 60 miles n.rth of and gateway to tne royal capital
of Luang Prabang. 4 government communique admits that 2,600 of its treops
are missing in Nam Bac, Another govermment commuaique on the same day
admitted & heavy attack upon the U,S. air base in Luang Prebang itself.

SOUTH YEMEN
After 128 years of British rule,
the Aden protectorate - won their independence after tour years of armed
struggle which began with the Radfan revolt in 1963, Inspired Ly the
national-democratic ideas of Che Guevara and Mao Tae-tung, the National

the people of south ¥emen - formerly

Liberation Front was able to pusn aside the rival organisation FLOSY,
whica was equipped and directed by the uewly-emerged Egyptian capitalist
¢lass headed by Nasser, On November 30tk, 1967 British imperialism
hended over power to the National Liberation Fromt and the People's
Republic of South Yemen was established,

YEMEN
Further north, in Yemen itself, armed revolutiorary struggle continues
against the forces of the reactionary teudal monarchy, which are financed
and armed by feudal Saudi Arabie and by the U,S. forces in that country,

In November 1967 the United States imperialists, the Soviet revisienists
end Saudi Arabia successfully pressed the 80,000-strong Egyptian army in
Yemen to withdraw from the country - hoping that this measure would f-rce
the republican revolutionaries to lay down their arms, The move has
failed dismally and, despite the continued aid teo the royalist forces from
Seudi Arabia, the National Liberation Front - freed frum the oppressive
restrictions of the Egyptian occupation - is fighting with new strength,

NIGERTA

The seven—month ¢ivil war for the unification of Nigeria under its fed-
eral national-democratic government continues at the time of writing, The
reactionary feudal forces in Biafra are being aided nat only by the Port-
uguese imperialists, but also by those of France. The latter hawe been
promised that an "independent" Biafra would expropriate the oil concess-
ions in the area, now largely held by Shell/B.P., and transfer them to the
French state-owned oil concern SAFRAP,
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WE ACCUSE...!

DENOUNC

THE FOLLOWIRG STATEMENT WAS ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY AT THE END OF NOVEMBER A
A MEETING OF MEMBERS FROM VARIOUS LONDON BRANCHES OF THE YOUNG COMMUKRIST
LEAGUE: _

At a time of crisis for ecapitalism, when bourgeocis ideology is obvious-

ly out of keeping with the requiremenis of the age, when it is becoming

increasingly apperent that the epitaph of the capitalist economic order

is currently being written by the revolutionery peoples of the world -

at such a time it is of eme importance that we C ts have a

thorough understanding of Marxism-leniniem for, in Lenin's words:

"Hithout a revclutionary theary, there can be no revolutionary

movement, "

In that they have failed to present the need for such a theory, the
Communipt Party of Great Britain and its youth movement, the Young
Communist League, have both proved to be no longer capable of uniting
the working class of this country under the banner of scientific social-
ism and of leaeding it in revolution. The C.P,G,B. and the Y.C,L, have
deliberately neglected to educate members in the principles of Marxism-
Leninism, negated the role of the working masses in changing society,
repudiated the need to smash the cepitalist btate machine, and instead
have attempted to ingrain in their membere a belief in social-democracy,
in the establishment of socialism by the use of peaceful means, suggest-

YOUNG COMMUNISTS
E LEADERSHIP

standpoint has misled many young people on the vital issues of peace and
war, Thus, the inevitable disillusien of young people in the concept of
non-violence and the resultant demise of the C,N.D, as an gffective
organisation has left a body of anarcho-pacifist-linerals of primarily
middle-class origin in need of a political body through which to chan-
nel their protests, These found the Y.C.L. moBt obliging, With the
absorption ef the ex—C.h.D,—ers into its ranks, the Y,C,L., was virtually
compelled tc retain the cutwarn pacifist slogans in order to recruit and
keep these people as wembers, And so, organisations calling for solid-
arity with the Vietnamese people were passed over in favour of those
celling for "negotiations now", for "stop the bombing end talk", The
failure of the Y.C.L, to organise for, and participate in, the demen-
gtration of October 22nd, is a direct result of the Y.C.L, forsaking
principle, While other groups which are also part of the Y.P,V, took
part in this demonstration, the Y.C.L.'s non-participation was a damming
reflection of its revisionist policies: the parent body, the C,P.G.B.,
has chosen the electoral "road to Socialism”" and, as a result, cannot
contemplate an encounter with the class enemy other than in the accepted
institutions, such as councils and parliament,

A TRAVESTY OF DEMOCRACY
The national leadership flegrantly violated the principle of democratic

centrelism at the 26th, National Congress held at Skegness over the

ing that the ruling class would take their sham "parlismentary dem-
ocracy” at its face value and permit the masses of the people to vote
away their wealth end power,

DEGENERATE POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE
Thie is the essence of the degenerate political atmosphere that

pervades the C.P.G.B, and the Y.C,L, today, Obviously, such organisa-
tione are dangerous to the movement — for social-democratic parties
gerve the interests of the capitalists, not those of the working class,
But past events and recent analyses have proved that it is virtually

impossible to change the policies of these organisations, What must be
done is to expose them, while at the same time building s new Communist
Party based on the principles of Marxism-Leniniem, a Communist Farty
that is really dedicated to the revolutlonary overthrow of the existing
social order and to the construction of a Socialist Britain. Unless
such a Party is built along correct lines, with a carrect leadership

and with e programme for the seizure of power - all future struggles om
the part of the working é¢lass of Britein will inevitably be doomed to
failure,

A TOTAL FAILURE TO STAND BY PRINCIPLES
¥ithit the Ymmp C(Ilmniﬂt. League a situatiyn now exists vhere many
members have openly come out in opposition to the leadership's approach
to the class struggle - an approach that is anti-Marxist-leninist, as
is evidenced by their journal "Challenge", by their attitude to recruit-
ing, by their methods of work, by their "appraisal" of the Labour Gov-
ernment, by their approach to broad-front orgenisations, notably the
B.C.P.V, and the Y.P.V, - in all, a totel failure to stand by principles,
and a policy that rarely shows s trace of working class consciousness,
The leadership hes launched vile, slanderous attacks on the Marxist-
Leninist vanguards of China and Albania, which chose to reply to the

Whitsun weekend ef this current year, Those opposed to the revisionist
line of the leadership were vetted by a group of loyal Y,C.L. litck-
spittles, and thus prevented from speaking, In the few exceptional

cases where oppeosition speakers managed to elude the vetting committee,
their words were shouted down by the Chairman yelling over a micro-
phone, Votes for National Committee nominations who opposed the revis-
ionist line were conveniently "lost", as were some emergency resolutioms,
In all, it was a travesty of democracy - but all that could be expected
of a congress under the control of the present national leadership,

GROWING OPPOSITION
4t the present time opposition to the revisionist policies and inmsid-

ious tactics of the Y,C,L. leadership are becoming more and more
evident, mare and more widespread, Pertieularly in the London district,
ettempts by the District Committee to interfere in the affairs of '
branches that were upholding and defending the principles of Marxism-
Leninism have resulte< i- numerous expulsions over the last twelve

months,
Comrades - it is time to take very careful stock of our position, The

"efforts" of the social-democrats to attain Socialism have always
resulted in the working class finding itself abandoned and betrayed.h
Such will be the fate of the workers of Britain without a vanguard
party which adheres to the principles of MarxismLeninism. The C.P.G.B.
and the Y,.C.L, cannot be transformed from the middle-class talking
shops, which they nov are, into a Bolshevik party. A new, revolutignary
Communist party has to be comstructed.

Comrades! Let us dedicate ourselves to the building of a REVOLUTIONARY
COMMUNIST PARTY!

Forward to the building of a REVOLUTIONARY YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE]
WORKERS OF ALL LANDS, UNITE!)

attacks levelled at them by the Soviet revisionists — attacks which,
éoupled with the renegade Khrushchov's denunciation of the great prol-
etarian leader J.V, Stalin, brought about the rift in the internat-
ional Communist movement,

The National Committee of the Young Communist League, instead of using
the Y,C,L, journal "Challenge" as a means of promoting healthy discus-
sion on the many mejor issues facing the Communist movement, such as

the split mentioned above, has glven over the pages .f the journal to !
commentaries on present-day phenomena ef mincr impertance, such as the
"Hippies" and the Pirate Radio Statioms, in arder tc try and win support
from the middle clasa,

PACIFISM
The Young Communist League has far many years "fought" many issues from
what is virtually e beurgeois-pacifist positien (for instance, the cam-
paigns on the U.S. aggression in Vietnas, on Rhodesia and U,D.I,, on

A CALL FOR WORKING CLASS
UNITED ACTION

This leaflet is available for the use of Cells,
T.U, fractions, industrial and tenants groups,
etc,, from:

M.L.O.B. Literature Dept,,
34 Upper Tollington Park, London N.4,

Price: 2/6d. per 100 carriage paid,

mclear weapons, etc.), and by its failure to adopt a Marxist-lLeninist
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'NATIONAL SOCIALISM': CONTINUED FROM PAGE s

(published as a pamphlet under the title "Value, Price and Profitr),
He concludes his lengthy analysis with the cenclusion that

"a general rise in the rate of wages would result in a fall of
the general rate of profit, but, broadly spesking, net affect
the prices ef commodities." (K.Marx & F, Engels: "Selected Works",
Vol.1l; Moscow; 1958; p,447)

and esks rhetorically if the working class ,

"ought to remounce their resistance against the encroschments of
capital, and abandon their attempts at making the best of the
occasional chances for their temporary improvement? If they did,
they would be degzraded to ome level mass of broken wretches past
salvation,” (K,Marx & F, Engels: ibid,, p.446),

Merxist-Leninists have long been under the ilpressibn that economic
strikes were important in raising the class and political censcious—
ness of the working class in preparation for their ena.ncipation from
capitalis=, This too, says the W.P, S., is a delusion:

"This is a short-sighted argument and does little Jjustice to the
intelligence of the working people, It is on a par with the type
of military leadership which, for the sake of action, sends men
'over the top' into senseless suicide battles, ..,

Only the cessation of economic strikes will result in the filling
up of the reservoirs of mass organisation and working class
political power" (p.120).

Here again the ™Workers' Party of Scotland”" stands Marxism on its
head, For, as Marx pointed out in that same address of 1865:

"By cowardly giving way in their everyday conflict with capital,
they would certainly disqualify thepselves for the initiating of

any larger movement," (E.Marx & F,Engels: ibid,, p.446).

What alternative does the W,P,S. propose to the working eless in
place of the economic strike? Again it is one which will endear the
party to the Federation of British Industries, The workers should
follow, in our capitalist society, the example of the Stakhanovites
in a socialist society. They should work

"as if possessed" (p,122).

"The politicel party of the warking class must be the centre from
which eradication of the Luddite ventality will spreed throughout
the movement, ,,.

There is need to engender the theory and spirit of Stakhanovisw in
industry for the sake of the working c¢lass political movement
itself." (p,122-3),

THE RATURE OF FASCISM

45 has beer said, fascists present their movement as ame of "socialist
revolution". The "Workers' Party of Scotland® applies this principle
not only in relatior to the namwe of the party, but to German fascise
in particular:

"The views of the bourgeois communists ... who seek to bury the
truth in lies, especially that Hitler was zerely the raid agent of
menopoly capital, wust te rejected, ...

Fascism ,., is the socialist revolutionary movement in the era of
transition .,.

The essential prerequisite of communist pariicipation in bourgecie
rarliaments .,, is that the party be totally free of corruption
iteelf, ... Hitler, ard the Natioral Socialist Party sat1sf1ed this
criterion. ...

The power Hitler released in his 'Naticnal Socialism' was the power
of the organised prcletariat, the same power as hed been released
acrose the border in the Soviet Union." (p.31,33,52).

In fact, says the W.P.S., the ideology and orgarisational structurs of
the German faseist movement were essentially that of the German "Left
Communists" ~ which (as will be shown later) they regard as "the
correct trend" within the Germsn communiet movement,

"Broadly speaking, the tactical and organisatienal planning and
ideas of the German 'Left' communists and Hitler's National Social-
ist Movement were om parallel lines," (p,51).

It is true, admits the W.P,S,, that the German fascist movement in its
later stages ceme to serve the interests of the capitalist class, but
this was because of the "errors" of the leadersliip:

“The tragedy of the Germsn Natiomal Socialist Workers' Movement was
precisely in the neture of its leaderskip, .,.

The power Hitler released in hig 'National Socialism' was the power
of the orgenised proletariat..,. His error was to misdirect it into
the service of bourgeois purposes, Tt thus proved too tig a power for
him to handle, ...

Fascism is capitalist ideology grafted emto a working class organie-
ational stock, It is the gocialist revolutionary movemwert in the era
of transition whuse leedership is usurped by tre bourgeoisie. ,,,"
(p.48, 52, 33),

And who was responsible for the victory of the "oppartunist-led"
fascist "socialist revclutionary movement" over the "currectly-led"
"parallel" "Left Cosmunist" movement? Nome other then Lenin , seys the
¥.P.S,!

LENIN AND PARLIAMENT

It was Lenin above all who expcsed "perliamentary dewocracy” as a sham

facede to the machinery of force that forms the esseptial structure of

" ihe capitalist state, At the same time Lenin stressed — in particular

in Lig book "Left Wing Compunisn", an Infantile Discrder® — thet it was
essential for Communists to participate, where possible, in "parlia-
mentary democracy" in order to expose the true character .f parlimment
a8 a talking-stop to deceive the working pecple.

A harmful error on Lenin's part, says the W.P.S.!

"A clean break with parlismertarism and with the slogan 'parliament-
arism as a tactic' is the order of the day. ..., Participation as a
tactic is seen to be wrong in all circumstances and the most damaging
form of opportunism, It is pot Just & question of a MarxistLeninist
Party not standing candidates, but of urging the working pecple to
keep away from the polling booths," (p.111).

-enin cited the experience of the Bolsheviks to illustrete the necess-
ity for Communists to participate in "parliamentary democracy" and the

Communist Internatiopral, under Lenin's leadership, made acceptance of
this principle a condition of affiliation to the C.I, "4 gross error”,
comwents the "Workers' Party of Scotland", The Communist International
was

"based on false internationalism, on big nation chauvinism, on the
baton and the gag in the relationships within and between the world
communist parties, ,,.

Its policy of domination and interferemce in the affairs of fraternal
parties was in breach of proletarian internationalism, ... This is
the key to the misteke of the period, .,.

Lenin was to make the mistake of insisting on the universality of
this particular experience, ... making its acceptance a condition

of affiliation to the Communist International, A%

By overriding considerations of 'marrow national' tactics and
demanding 'international conformity' the Comintern was precisely
overriding proletarian internationalism which it failed to understand
correctly, ...

Lenin should not have entered into the struggle as a participant, but
confined his advice to a theoretical evaluation of the problems
involved. ... The world has gone through agonies of struggle for thig
truth to crystallize and to emerge, ...

The Soviet Communist Party stepped off on the wrong foot in 1ts
relations with fratermal parties, beginning with the publication of
"Left Wing Commmism, an Infantile Disorder” and going on to the
policy of diktat which became the policy of the Comintern and whose
consequence was the failure of communist policy, first in Versailles
Germany, and later in all the other communist parties of the Weat,"
(p.17, 45, 54, 55, 59).

The particular "error" on the part of Lenin which led, the W,P,S.
agserts, to the victory of fascisa in Germany wes the expulsion by the
Communist International, under Lenin's leadership, of the "leftist"

. Communist Workers' Party of Germany in 1921 for failing to carry out
C.I. directives, The W.P.S, comments on this action as follows:
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"In usurping the leadership in this wmarmmer the Ca:lntern. beheaded
the German communist movement an the eve of a revolutionary
situation," (p.44—45)

since the leadership of the Commmist Party of Germeny
"was no more than a putty group of 'yes men'" (p.45).
Thus, says the W,P.S.,
"Hitler picked up the option Lenin rejected," (p.Sl).
"THE ROOTS OF REVISIONISM"

It has not been uncommon for spurious "Marxist-Leninists" to seek to
attribute the rise of modern revisionism to "the errors of Stalin",
The W,P.S, goes further and attributes it to the "errors” and "inter-
ference" of Lenin!

It presents as one important root of the rise of modern revisionism
the expulsion by the Communist International, under Lenin's leadership,
of the German "leftists" - already discussed.

"The split in the German compunist movement ,.. was the deep. histor-
ical root of the later Great International Ideological Dispute." (p.48)

The W,P.S, presents as another importent root of the rise of modern
revisionism the "betrayal" by the Soviet Communist Party, under Lenin's
leadership, of the international revolutionary movement in that, after
the establishment of Soviet power, the Red Army was not ordered to
"extend the Soviet Revolution to Germeny":

"These were the circumstances which made Germany alone of the Western
nations the natural prospective ground for the extension of the Soviet
Revclution, ... Had the Sgviet Revclution entered its true inter—
national piase in the immediate post—war period this is the direction
it must have taeken, to leap the national boundary on to Germar soil, ..
It could have happened, ... Objective conditions were ripe. But the
mind of man - ideas, thinking, theory - is alsc part of objective
reality. ... The Revolution was fated to enter its national and not
its international phase." {p.29-30).

TROTSKYISM

That this trotskyite formulation is not accidental is shown by the
praise of the W,P.S, for Trotsky's

"creative contribution in, e.g,, argenising and directing the Red
Arwy at a most critical juncture of revclutionary history, or his
role as & focal point of a contradiction that ¢ried aioud for

solution,” (p,54).
and by the statement that

"Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky ... were the leading crmrades—in-arms of
the Soviet revclutionary leadership ... unitea ,., in common cause."
! r

fpJ3TY.

The W.P.S. agrees with Trotsky that the "theory" of Lenin and Stalin
that Socialism could be tuilt in one tiuntry was

"a revisionist illusion" (p.68) and "a gross distortion of Marxism"

(p.69;.
This "theory", they allege, was

"the inevitable _utcome of the wrong views held by the Soviet leader-
ship on the question of the International Revolution." (p.€9).

and these "wrong views" ,n the question of Intermational Revclution led
to the rise of modern revisionism hoth in the Soviet Unior and in the
Communist Farties of the "West":

"The Soviet initiative was to become blunted as its revolution alip-
ped down to the muted key of its more specifically national phase. ...
The Great International Ldeologicel Dispute revealed a state of
revisionism so widespread as to be virtually universal throughout the
Western Commurist Parties, Thus was instanced the bankruptcy of

Soviet policy as vested in the communist parties of Western capitalism,
and this is where, it must be said, the 1917 Soviet Revolution suffered’
its setback which turned it from its international to its national
phase, ...

The Western communist parties belonged to the structure of the Soviet
International Revolution, The uniformity of their failure, their

which the defeat in Germany was but an instance, was the expression of
the failure of the revolution to enter dire¢tly into its International
Phese," (p.26, 33).

The W,P.S, agrees with the trotskyltes that

"even before the war the distortions being produced by the suppression
of democracy within the U,S,S.R. were beginning to make their presence
felt with more and more force." (p,70),

and that

"the pre-war trials and purges in Russia and the post-war 'doctors'
plot' were symptoms of a deep ideological and political malaise assoc-
iated with this leadership rift" (between Stalin and Trotsky) (p.37).

The ¢lose parallel between counter-revolutismarv fascism and counter—

revolutionary trotskyism is shewn clearly in the programmatic do ts

of the "Workers' Party of Scotland,"

impotence and inability to seize the leadership in mass struggle, of

"THE LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLE"

The "Workers' Perty of Scotland" holds that a third cause of the rise of
modern revisionism in the intermational communist movement was the

practice of taking votes on policy:

"A voliey vote is a vote for or against a policy. ...

“'he policy vote is not the vehicle of true democracy as it is the
means of overriding the views of the minority. ..,

True proletarian democracy is expressed through the system of Dem-
ocratic Centralism which incorporates the principle of unanimity. ...
The policy vote reduces all decisions to the mediocrity of the
average, ... i
The poli€y vote ,,., is the instrument of stupidity, ... 1
Through the policy vote the arganisation falls victim to opportun—
ism. ...

It is up to every individual who does not consider himself a bour-
geois to see that he does not soil his hands by participating in a
policy vote, ... In working cless arganisations he should avail s
himself of the right of discussion to challenge, not the resolution
but the legality of the vote itself, .,.

From the proletarian class point of view the policy vote is illegal
and any decision reached through it is invalid." (p.77,81,82,84).

The bigzerre distortion of "Democratic Centralism" which is recommended
by the "Workers' Party of Scotland" bears a certain similarity to the
fascigt principle of cbedience to an elite leader:

"Many tesks, and the meking of wise decisions is one, can best be
carried out by a single person, ...

'Iron discipline'..demands that the decisions of elected leaders at
all levels must stend, They may be overridden neither from above nor
below." (p.79, 72).

HOME AND CHILIREN

Marxist-Leninists - along with all progressives - have always fought
for equal rights for women with men, "Wrongl", says the"Workers'
Party of Scotland",

"The bourgeois communist attitude is that men and women should mix
together and be treated as equals, which amounts in practice to

the vicious policy of male chauvinism, ..,

Men and women are not 'political equals', ,,,

Economically women should not aim for 'equal pay for equel work', ,,"

(p.1%).

As a "reward" for dropping the demend for equal pay and equal rights,
the "Workers' Party of Scotland" offers certain spheres of social life
which will be reperved for women under Scottish "National Soeialism".

"In the socialist reorganisation of society certain fields must be
recognised as women's spheres of interest. ... These spheres of
interest would embrace those related to domestic and family life,

and, in particular, eivil law, medi¢ine and basic education," (p.136).

CONCLUSION

The "Warkers' Party of Scotland (Marxist-Leninist)” is no more a
Marxist-leninist Party, a party serving the interests of the worldng
class, than was Hitler's "German Workers' Party".

It is a reflectien of the generally low level of political under-
Continued on page 2l
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THE DRIVE TO MONOPOLY IN BRITAIN

THE DRIVE TO MONOPOLY PROCEEDS EVER PASTER IN BRITAIN,

Thorn Electricel Industries (Stoeck Exchange valuation: £158 mllion)
is taking over Radio Rentals for £155 million, Schweppes is taking
over Typhoo Tea for €45 millien, In January Leyland Motor Corporation
and British Motor Holdings merged to form a new compeny with a market
value of £412 million, e lebour force of 200,000 and 52% of the home
market in motor vehicles, In February it was announced that talks were
proceeding between two big Lancashire textile firms — Calico Printers
md English Sewing Cotton - the merging of which would create & combine
worth £100 millionm,

And among recent mergers in the field of banking have been:

The two largest independent Scottish banks - the Royal and the Nat-
ionsl Cosmergial — with combined deposits of £906 million,

The Westminster and Nationsl Provincial Banks, with combined deposits
of £2,930 million, 3,600 brenches and 40,000 staff,

Barclays, Lloyds and Martins Banks, with combined deposits of £5,620
million, 5,500 branches and 70,000 staff - this producing Britain's
largest banking combine and the fourth lergest in the capitalist world.

The recent flood of mergers and tekeovers, of which the above are

notable recent examples, is the wost massive in the history of British
capitalise, Mergers and takeovers in Jamuary 1968 involved almost as
much in assets as in mergers and tekeovers for the whole of 1967, while

the Barclays/Lloyds/Martins bank merger involves more asseis than in all
mergers end takeovers for several ye.a.rs put together,

A key role in this process of seeldng to form ever more gigantic com-
panies and groups is being played by the government's Industrial Re-
argenisation Corporation. The aim is to try to make British capitalism
competitive not only with the giant trusts of western Europe, but also
with those of the United States,

In this respect, however, British monopoly capital has a long way to

go to catch up with its rivals, In our October issue we reported on the
giant GEC/AEY merger; the table below shows its position in the elect-

rical "league" of the eapitelisi world. Asgets Profits
(in millions .f dollars)
1, General Electric (U.S.A.) . 4,852 ' 339
2. General Telephone and Electronics (U,S.4) 4,511 205
3 Philips (Netherlands) 2,978 9%
4 VWestern Electric (U.S.A.) 2,948 173
5. Internatiopal Telegraph & Telephone(U.,S.A.) 2,360 90
6. Westinghouse Electric (U.S.A.) 1,932 120
7. Hitachi (Japen) 1,745 49
8., Siemens (West Germany) 1,579 41
9, GEC/AEY (Britain) 1,297 42

Nevertheless, the pew combine will have a large part of the British
market for electrical goods: 79 of turbo-generators, 50% of switch-
gear, 36,5% of telecommunications, 20% of cables, end 17h of trans-
formers and domestic appliances, It will have 42% of G.P.0. telephone
contracts, against Plessey's 39% and Standard Telephome's 20%.

And as the process of conmcentration and centralisation of capital
goes on, with it go the "rationalisations" and "economies" that mean
"redundancy" for thousands of workers, Some 6,500 men and women face
umemployment in the London area slone from closure decisions teken es

a result of the GEC/AET merger - 5,000 from the threatened closure of
the large telephome equipment factory at Woolwich,

A united token strike of GEC/AEI workers has been called for March 12th,

THE MURDER OF THE MINING INDUSTR
The goverrmeut Wnite Paper on fuel policy has fully confirmed Roben' s

gloomy predictions about the future planned for the coal miners of Britaing

It is planned that by 1975 coal output will have been reduced from 168
million tons a year to 120 million tons a year, with the closure of 173
pits and a reduction in the labour force from 389,000 to eround 190,000 -
a cut of 199,000 or more than 50%. Figures leaked from the Selsdon Park
conference go further, It is planned that by 1980 ocutput will have been
reduced to 80 million tons and the labour force to only 65,000,

On the other hand the White Paper reveals that it is planned that fuel
oil consumption will increase from 112 million tons a year to 145
million tons in 1975,

The plan gsses the utter subservience of the Labour to

monopoly-capital, and its complete capitulation to the demends of gne of
its most powerful snd resctionary sections, the grest oil companigy which,
by 1975, will control 556 of Britain's fuel industry, And, for thide

. bemafit, the wining industry is to be wurdered.

THE DOLLAR OVER BRITAIN

In reply to a Parliementary question on November 3rd, 1967, the
President of the Board of Trade estimated that there were about 1,650
companies in Britaln owned or controlled by U.S, firms. These companies
hed book assets of sbout £1,960 milliom,

The Revwvisionist
' World

YOGOSLAVIA

Of all the farmer socislist countries of eastern Europe, Tugoslavia
hes to date gone farthest elong the road of the "new eccnomic reforms"
vhich signal the restoration of capitalist relations of production and
economic principles and practices,

The Belgrade newspaper "Politika" recently publighed amn article cm the
desirability of Yugoslav enterprises entering into joint production
agreemonts with Britigh comsercial firms, and Mr. Charles Clore has been
invited to build e new hotel,

Meanwhile the press reports mumbers of cases of the bankruptcy of ent-
erprises under "workers' comtrol", revealing that the workers in "soclal-
ist" Yugoslavia ere no more secure then in capitalist Britain.

The lagt official figures reveal a total of 14,500 unewployed workers
in Belgrade slone, of whom 3,000 are young skilled workers, As the
Belgrade newspaper "Politika" expressed the situation:

"0ften only unemployment or emigration lies in stire for young pecple
whG have Just left schcul, They are left to their fate. ..., Thus, an
engineer begins to sell lottery tickeis, a highly trained eléctrician is
catching and selling fish, a doctar has become a photographer, a young
agricultural scientist earns his living by singing in the street, e

SOVIET UNION

Among the "cultural events" to "celebrate" the S0th Amnniversary of the
Russian Revolution wes the release of a new film slandering Stalin., The

| £ilm is entitled "If You Treasure your Homeland ,.." and is composed of

film material from the archives of the Seviet Uniom, Czechoslovelda,
Poland and the German Democratic Republic "edited" to smear Stalin's
leadership during the war against German fastism,

CZECHOSLOVAKTA

During the latter part of 1967, an alliance was formed between right-
wing liberals and representatives of the Slovak bourgeoisie, which has
for a long time resented the subordinate position ellotted to it by the
nationelist representatives ef the Czech bourgeoisie who have lang domin-
ated the central apparatus of the revisionist party.

In December 1967 this alliance was successful in forcing the replace-
sent of the Czech revisiomist Antonin Novotny as First Secretary of the
Party by the Slovak revisienist leader Alexander Dubcik, Novotny retains
his position as President.

The change of leadership heralds further moves along the road to the
restoration of capitalism in Czechoslovakia,

Meanwhile Czechoslovakia teck & further step away from "Stelinist®
(i.e,, Mardet-Leninist) cultural values when Miss Alzbeta Strkulova
became the first girl from eastern Europe to enter the Miss World con-
test.. A statisticlan at the Czech Embassy in London characterised Miss
Stékulova as 37-24-37R.

SOVIET REVISIONIST GROUP ARRESTED IN CUB4

In Jenuary the "left" revisionist Cuban leadership ennounced the

arrest and forthcoming trial, on charges of plotting against the state,
of 11 mesbers of an alleged conspiratariel faction headed by right rev-
isionist Anibal Escalante, Two members of the Central Committee - Jose
Mater and Remon Calcines — were among those charged, It was claimed that
the group's aiss were to secure the repudiation by the Cuban party of its
support for armed revolution in Latin Americe in favour of the line of
"peaceful transition" put forward by the Soviet revisiomists,

PEOPLE'S CHIRA

The Chinese counter-revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung is
making arrengements to held a "C_mose" of the "Chinese Commmist Party”
this summer in order to "ratify" the faction's coup d'etat.

Hsish Pu-chih, Minister of Public Security and head of the Peking "Rev-
olutionery Committee" has ammounced thet delegates will be selected and
»ot elected,
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.A_MORE POPULAR STYLE

"Having read the first two issues of RED FRONT, I must congratulate the
M,L.0.B. on the very high standard of its paper, The issue en the events
in China is the first account which makes sense and it is a relief to now
be in the position of no longer having to try and justify the nonsense
that is now appearing in PEKING REVIENW,

My only criticism is that I find it rather difficult to sell the paper
to workers on the factory floor, since they tend to find it rather dear
and somewhat "ebove their heads" at the moment, What the movement needs,in
Ey opinion, is a paper which, while not 'talking down' to workers, is
witten in & more popular style which they cen understand without a
dictionary.

Communist greetings,
J.H,, London E.1,

We agree with the point you make, as you will see from the report of the
wmeeting of the Central Committee on page 2, EDITOR,

"THE KEW CHALLENGE"

"4 new "with-it" CHALLENGE has now been issued by the revisionist Nat-
ional Committee of the Young Comwunist League, It shows that there has been

a further turning away from working cless politics by the National Cmittem

along a road of bourgecis "pop' and liberalism,

Opening the "pop" cover onme finds a shallow, metaphysical, clessless
"pop" analysis of the October Revolution, asserting that in the lifetime of
CHALLENGE readers there will be Communism in the Soviet Union,

The opposite page is splattered with "hippy" drawings, which have now
become Synonymous with CHALLENGE, Amd then follows a two-pege spread on
Greece, Undoubtedly a good theme, and one could write quite a pointed art-
icle on two pages, but the editor succeeds in making the content quite in-
distinguishable from something that might have been issued by the Young
Taries, But perhaps thut is in accordance with the peculiar form of
"united front" policy of the Y.C,L.

Following this comes a pointless full-page article, sloppily wrilten in
sloppy language, on "pop" records, which makes no attempt even to touch
upon any sort of class analysis of the subject. Then comes a page of
adverts - almost all devoted to an advert for "Christian Aid",

One has to wade through a further two pages on the obsession of .
CHALLENGE - drugs - to come to & ten-line report on the Vietnam demon-
stration of the 14/15th October, This is the only mention of Vietnam,
apart from three incidental remarks, in the whole journal. Comsidering
that 1,C,L. political activity centres almost solely around the Vietnam
war, surely we should expect more,

Then again back to the "hippies" and drugs. There is an "unbiassed
selection" of letters for and against the "hippy" movement - some of the
letters criticising Stan Becow's article in the previous edition of
CHALLENGE which fully supported the "hippy" movement.

And so it goes on ... ending up with a full page caricature of Prince
Charles titled with the slogan "Workers of the World Unite!"

Either the National Committee of the Y.C,L, really thinks that warking
class youth are of very low intelligence or they are deliberately trying
to divert the attention of their members from working class politics, I
think that both are probably the case, but they will be doomed to
failure on the latter point,

The new-style CHALLENCE is helping more and more renk-and-file members
of the Y.C.L. to see clearly the reacticnary role of its revisionist
leaders,

D.E,, Ilford,

FOQREIGN EXCHANGE

"Today in the lunch break at the factory where I work the talk got
round to foreign exchaenge and devaluation, but we found that nobody was
very clear hov they worked, Can you explain?"

) H,¥,, Coventry.

If a U.S, capitalist wishes to buy British goods, he must buy pounds
vith his dollars in order to pay the British exporter, Similerly, if a
British cepitalist wishes to buy U.S. goods, he must buy dollars with
his pounds, The exchange of the curremcy of ore state for that of

another is called foreign exchange and is cerried out through the medium
of vhat 1s called the foreign exchenge market.

The rete of exchange of a currency is the number of units of another
currency for which a unit of the first curremcy can be exchanged on the
foreign exchange market, More simply, it is the price of & umnit of the
first currency on the foreign exchange merket in terms of the umits of
enother currency. Thus, before devaluation, the exchange rate of British
currency with U,S, currency was around 2,80 dollars to the poumnd.

The price of something on a market varies according to supply and
demand, Consequently, if more people wish to buy dollers with pounds than
wish to buy pounds with dollars - if, thai is, Britein has a payments
deficit with the United States - the exchange rate of the pound in terms
od dollars goes down, On the other hand, if more people wish to buy
pounds with dollars than wish to buy dollars with pounds - if, that is,
Britain has e payments surplus with the United States - the exchange rate
of the pound in terms of dollars goes up.

By international agreement the Bank of England must not allow fluc-
tuations in the rete of exchange of the pound to exceed 1% above or below
the fixed parity of (before devaluation) 2,80 dollarsto the pound, That
is, it must not allow the exchange rate of the pound to exceed 2,828
dollars to the pound or to fall below 2,772 dollars to the pound, If, for
exsmple, the rate falls towards the lower limit of 2,772 dollars to the
pound, the Bank of England buys as many pounds as mey be offered for
sale at a rate just above this lower limit, It does this by means of its
reserves of gold and foreign currency.

If Britain has a considersble payments deficit with the outside world
as a vhole over a considerable period — if, that is, it has a long-term
adverse balance of payments - the Bank's reserves of gold and foreign

cwrrency may be seriously depleted,

The Government seeks, of course, to correct this adverse balance of
payrents by stimulating exports, curbing imports, imposing restrictions
on the purchase of foreign currency with pounds, etc, But it may have to
borrow foreign currer:y from international financial sources to make up
its reserves, And it may have to alter the exchange rate to a lower level
i,e,, to devalue the pound,

Britain has had for many years an adverse balance of payments averaging
several hundred million pounds each year, This reflects Britain's adverse
bhlance of trade (the excess of imports over exports) and the parasitic
nature of British imperialism in general; the stagnation of productiom
and technical backwardness of British industry which mekes it difficult
for British exports to compete on the world market with those from other
imperialist coumtries; the heavy overseas military expenditure to try and
hold on by force to its foreign sources of wealth agminst the rising
national liberation movements, etc. R

The unstable position of sterling is made much more vulnerable by the
fact that foreign and Commonwealth capitalists hold large balances in
London in sterling; in mid-1967 these balances totelled some £4,500
million, If the pound is devalued, the holders of these balances suffer
heavy losses overnight, If, therefore, the exchange rate of the pound
falls and the holders of these sterling balances fear that devaluation
may be under consideration, they may hasten to change these sterling
balances into other currencies - so greatly aggravating the "run on the
pound" and the threat of develuation, At the same time speculators step
in and sell sterling in the hope of making a profit by buying it back
later at a lower price, increasing still further the "pressure on the
pound”,

A11 these factors operated in the autusm of 1967 to cause the British
government in November to devalue the pound by 14,3% - from 2,80 to
2,40 dollers to the pound,

Devaluation ensbles British exporters +to reduce the prices of their
goods abroad without lowering their profit margins, It also increases
the price of goods imported in Britain (by 16,7% in the case of the
devaluation of Névember 1967).

The object of devaluation is to achieve a shift from home consumption
to exparts. To the extent thai the latter is brought about, it will
assist in correcting the adverse balance of payments., For this reason
the government accompanied develuation with deflationary measures to
freeze wages, restrict bsmk credit and raise interest rates, stiffen
hire-purchase terms, and cut state expenditure, The rise in interest
rates is also intended to attract foreign money to London. But this
object can only be achieved if 1t is possible to shift still more of

the burden of the crisis om to the shouldsrs of Britain's working people.

Continued on Page 23
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BLACK

skylte theoreticiens are dedicated - not to bi-ea.king down the walls

of the big city "black ghettoes” in which the majority of U.S,

Negroes live - but with building them higher, They call on Negroes to
move into the ghettoes in the name of "black unity"; they call for

the election of black politicians to their local government bodies;
they demand that the capitalist state mechinery of force be represen-
ted in the ghettoes by black policemen; they demand that the businesses
in the ghettoes be operated by black bourgeois and petty bourgeois:

"The economic philosophy of black nationalism only meens that our
people need to be re-educated into the impartance of ... controlling
the economy of the community in which we live., And controlling the
economy of the community in which we live means that we have to
learn how to own and operate the businesses of our community and
develop them into some type of industry that will emable us to
create employment for the people of our community, ...

We have to learn the importance of spending our money in the
community where we live, Anyone who kmows the basic principles of
econowics must be aware of the fact that when you teke the money
out of the neighbourhood in which you live and ... spend it in a
neighbourhood in which you don't live - the neighbourhood in
which you spend your money becomes wealthier and wealthier, snd
the neighbourhood out of which you take your money becomes poorer
and poorer, And this is eme of the remsons why wherever you find
Negroes, a slum condition usually develops, or we have to live in
the ghetto - becmuse mll our wealth is spent elsewhere," (Gram-
aphone Record: "Malcolm X Speasks Again"; Twenty Grand Records,New
Yark, 1965).

THE STUDENT BOR-VIOLENT CO-ORIINATING COMMITTEE(SNicC)

In Pebruary 1965 Melcolm X was assassinated snd, following his death,
the "black nationalist" orgmmisation he had founded (the Organisation
of Afro-American Unity) reverted to its original aim of & "national
home" for the Negro people and went into decline,

The leading role smong "black nationalists" pessed to the Student
Non-Violent Co-ordinating Committee (SKiCC), founded in 1960 by a
group of students who travelled through the South challenging the
segregation code, And the mantle of Malcolm X, as leading figure in
the "black nationslist" movement passed to the thenPresident of this
body: Stokely Carmicheel, whc was born in the West Indies in 1921,

In the summer of 1966 SKiCC adopted as its slogar thet of "Black
FPower",

"BLACK POWER"

¥We have seen that the trotskyite equation of "race" with "class" has
provided a spurious "Marxist" theoretical basis for "black raticnal-
ise" agcording to which the exploiting class in the United States is
the shite race (often called by Carmichael "the Anglos") and the
exploited class is the black race (which forms part of what Carmichael
calls "the Third World"),

As Carmichael put it tc the OLAS Ccnference:

"Our struggle is to overthrow this system which feeds itaself and
expands itself through the economic end cultural exploitation of
non-white, non-western peoples - the Third Werld, ...

The ppoletariat has become the Third World; the bourgeoisie is white
VWestern socisty." (Stokely Carmichael:"Black Power and the Third
¥orld",in: B,R.P.F.Londor Bulletin, September 1967; p,11,14).

In other wards, the modern proletariat consists of the roan—vhite
people inside and outside the United States, while the modern bour-
geoisie comsists of "white society", made up of white employers,
white petit bourgeocisie ard white employed workers,

In this false picture white workers share in the exploitation of the
black race and so must be placed with the exploiters ae part of the
counter-revolutionary forces:

"All whites can be counted on to fight to the death for the evil
cause of slavery and tyranny." (Robert F,Williams:"U,S.A.: The
Potential of & Minarity Revolution”,in: "The Crusader”; Sept,/Oct,
197; p.11).

There is, therefors, no traditional class struggle in the United

NATIONALISM

States between employed and employers, only 2 struggle betwsen the
black race and the vhite race:

"Thus did the United States enticipate the prophecy of Merx and
avoid the inevitable class struggle within the country by expand-
ing into the Third World and exploiting the resources and slave
labour of peeple of colour," (Stokely Carmicheel:ibid,,p.14).

In this false picture of the United.States, the state is not the
machinery of power of the monopoly capitalists, but that of the
white race; it represents what Carmichael calls "white power":

"¥hite power makes the laws end enforces them with gune and
night-sticks". (Stokely Carmicheel: ibid., p.3).

The revolutionary force in the United States is thus the black race
anc the revolution will be a "Black Revolution":

"The black power movement has been the catalyst for the bringing
together of these young bloods: the real revolutionary prolet-
ariat, ...

We must use our colour as a weapon of liberatiom, ...

The true potential revolutionaries in this country are the black
youths of the ghettoes." (Stokely Cermichael: ibid., p.12, 14),

"Coutd a minority revolution succeed in racist America? It most
certainly could! ...

ATl degrees of white supremacists and their Uncle Tomboes and some
honest, but retarded thinkers, are mare than zealous in pointing
out that a Black Revolution in racist Americe can never succeed
because of the numericel superiority of the white racists and the
concentration of etate power in the hands of the majority."
(Robert F, Williams: ibid., p.2, 11).

This revolution can succeed without the need for the leadership of a
Marxist-Leninist Party of the working class, just as can - in the
opinion of the Castroites and trotskyites — the revolutions in Latin

America:

" A high quality lemdership would have to be developed, It must be
wholly committed and devoted, selfless, devoid of ego, mentally
alert, imagin ative, fearless servants of the people, acting as an
instrument responding to the desires, necessities and aspirations
of the revolutionary masees,” (Robert F, Williams: ibid., p.2).

The black revolutionary forcee will not be strong enough to over—
throw "White power" by direct force, but they will do sc by means
of sabotage and of terror directed ageinst the white population.

"We survey our numbers realistically and know that it is nct
possible for black people to take over the entire country milit-
arilily and to hold large areas of land, ...

We are in the cities. With our rebellions we have become a dis—
ruptive force in the flow of services, goods and capital."
(Stokely Carmichael: ibid,; p.13).

"The most sggreseive and irrerresible arm of the oversll organ-—
isation would be the fire teams, .,, They would enjoy complete
autonomy. ... The fire team's mission would be sabotage. ...
America cennot afford to allow its rich timber resources and
crops to go up in smoke, ...

Fire is the black man in racist America's most effective weapon,
No method of terrer or destruction against the eppressor should
be overlooked, ces

These small porteble sets can be ,,, fixed to remain directed
against gas mains, oil pipe lines, gas and ¢il storege tanks

to effect explosions. ...

Any all-out minority revelution must create a state of crisis
wherein almost all of the white male pcpulation would be farced
to remain in their homes to protect their property and families,,.
America could be brought to her knees in 90 days," (Robert F,
¥illiams: ibid,, p.6,7,9,10,14,15).

The "Black Revolution" will establish, not the political power of
the working class - the dictatorship ef the proletariat — but the
political pawer of the black race: "Black Power":

"How can such a small minerity expect to contrel and reconstruct
a vast nation wherein the oppressors comstitute such a great



majerity? ... Why can't America be opened to unlimited coloured
impigration? Why can it not logically pess from coloured back to
coloured? It is a foregéne conclusion that even if whites were
velcomed with open arms in such a just society, the overvhelming
majority would resent living in an enviromment justly guided hy
coloured power," (Robert ¥, Williams: ibid., p.11).

PROVOCATION !

The strategy and tactics of revolution embodied in Marxism-Leninism
- in the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin end Stalin - are the sum
of the experience of all peoples who have engaged, successfully and
temporarily unsuccessfully, in revolutionary struggle.

The modern "black nationalists" put forward e programme for "rev-
clution" which contradicts Marxism-Leninism on almost &ll central
issues,

This programme is based on a completely false analysis of the clase

structure of United States society, an analysis which oconfuses
"race” with "clase",

It does not dstinguish between the Negro nation in the South and
the Negro nationel minority in the North,

It seeks fo isolate the Negro people in the South and the Negro
workers in the North from their essential objective allies: the
white workers of the North, '

It directs the struggle of the Negro people away from their real
enemy, the U,S, monopoly capitalists, the U.S. imperialists, towards
the white population in general,

14 calls on the Negro people to undertake destruction of resources
which the Negrc people and the working class will need when they
have established a socialist America, and to carry out terrorism
against the white population in general: such a course will not
destroy the political power of the U.S, imperialists but, on the
eontrary, will assist them by isolating the Negro people still
further from their essential allies -~ the white workers of the North,

.
It puts forward the aim of "black supremacy", thus assisting still
further in alienating the white workers from the Negro people,

1t preaches that revolution can be successful without the lemdership
of & Marxist-Leninist Party of the working class,

The "black nationalists” seek, in other words, to incite the Negro
people into isolated rebellion which cennot destroy the power of U.S,
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Muslim society in Britain, founded in 1965, Originally a religious
body, it has recently moved along more secular patks,

Its leader was, until his recent imprisonment undsr the Race Rela-
tions Act, West-Indian born Michasl de Freitas ("Michael Abdul
Malik", or "Michael X"), a former pomce, dope-pusher and housing
racketeer, Its new leader is actor Frankie Dymon ("Frankie Y"),

THE UNIVERSAL COLOUEED PECPLE'S ASSOCIATION (U.C,P.A,)

This body has for its symbol a black panther and the slogan "Black
Power", Established in July 1967, it regards itself as the British
counterpart of SNiCC, It claims several hundred members in London
end many more in cther perts of the country. It is led by West
Africen playwright Obi Egbuna,

THiz "BILACK NATIONALIST" BID
The Campaign sgainst Racial Discrimination (CARD) was founded in
1964 as an inter-racial organisation with the aims of its title.
Despite certain "liberal" weaknesses, there cem be no doubt of the
usefulness of the work it has carried out against racialism and
racial discrimination in Britein,

This year, at the ¢rganisation's 3rd, Convention in London on the
weekend of November 4-5th, an attempt was made jointly by "black
nationalists" and trotskyites to transform it into an ii\stru.m'ent of
"black nationalism".

4 resolution - moved by ths "Lendon Workers' Committee", a trotskyite
group which poses as "Merxisti-Leninist", and supported by delegates
of the U.C.P,A., - was put to the Caonvention that all cfficers of
CARD should be coloured, It was carried by a cousiderable majority,
emid anti-white, anti-Jewish and anti-Asian racielist insults, but
failed tc attain the two-thirds majority required to alter the

Constitution,

Following allegations that Assistant Secretary Johnny James, a
prominent member of the "London Workers' Committee" — had enrolled
some twenty bogus ergarisations into the conference, a committee
was set up to investigate the allegations and the convention ended
in confusion and disorder,

NATIONAL SOCIALISM
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dmperialists, but can only lead to the defeat of this rebellion, to

the bloedy slaughter of the best, most militent soms and daughters of
the Negro pecple and to the putting back of the revolutionary movement

standing among the so~called anti-revisionist movement of Britain that
a group putting forward such a reactionary, pseudo-nationaslist, pro—
fascist programme could have been accepted for a moment as "Marxist—

in the United States for many yeers. ;

Eventually the Negro people in the South, together with the working
class - black and white - of the North and under its leadershir, will,
led by the growing Marxist-Leninist Party of the United States of
America, destroy the citadel ef world imperialism, United States
imperialism,

A not uwnimportent part of the task of preparing for that soeialist
revolution in the United States is that of exposing the programme of
the "black nationalist" demagogues for what it is: treschery to and

provocation againat the Negro people which plays into the hands of
their greatest enemy - the greatest ememy of the peoples of the world:

United States imperialism,
"BLACK NATIONALISM" IN BRITAIN

In Britain, as in the northeru United States, coloured workers form
ove of the most exploited strate of the working class, And here, as
there, the task of Marxist-Leninists is to build a united movement
of strugzle embracing al) working people, white and coloured, which
alone oan destroy isperialism,

Here too "black nationalist" de es are striving to disrupt the
building of such a movement and to split it along racial lines.

At the present time "black nationalists™ in Britain are organised in
tvo bodies:

THE RACIAL ADJUSTMENT ACTION SOCIETY (R.A,.A.S.)
' This body has for its symbol a broad-bladed spesr and is the Black

Leninist",

Yet the fact that some honest Comrades have accepted the W,P,S. a8

a "Marxist-Leninist group" has caused these Comrades to be influenced
by the W.P,S. in favour of the formation of a loose federation of
autonomous groups in various parts of Britain,

"Groups! Proletarians! Do not surrender power! ,,. The profusion of
groups is not e bad thing, May it multiply a millionfold!
power in your hands and unite in a great federal arganisation, ...
We say, a Federated Party for Wales, Ireland, Scotland and for

England!" ("Party Building, Two Roads!", a W,P.S, Discussion Docu-

ment, 20th Sept.1967, p.3,4).

..+ Keep

Even were they genuine Marxist-Leninist Groups, such a federation of
autonomous groups would have nothing in common with Marxist-Leninist
principles of organisation. Lenin, Stalin end the Bolsheviks fought
unremittingly (even in a genuinely multinational state like Tsarist
Russia) against such a form of orgenisation, and for the principle
of a single, democratically centralised Party. (J.V.Stalin; "Works",
Vol.1l, Moscow, 1952, p,41, 36-40),

But, of course, the "Workers' Party of Scotland" is not interested
in the farmation of Marxist-Leninist Parties. The parties which it
wishes to see established are reactionary, pro-fascist parties, the
demagogic programmes of which are adapted to local requirements.

But all these disruptive demagogues will be swept from the scene in

the course of building a centralised Marxist-leninist Party of
Britaein,
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"The prevalence of wmofficial strikes indicates a state of indiscip-
line in the industry of this country," -
Nimister of Labour Ray Gunter.

THE DOCKS

The six—week Liverpool dock strike, in which 9,000 workers exhibited
the utmost solidarity end laid more than 100 ships idle, ended in
Gctober with ¢ 798 victory for the workers' demands, The main demand -
retention of the 25-year—old "contimuity agreement" (which bammed the
transfer of workers from a shift until it had ended) terminated by the
neY "dscasualisation scheme™ introduced in September - was won, together
with:

- an increase in loading and discharging pay of 2s, an hour (equivalent

to £4 e week);

- parity with London on sick pay;

- a pledge of "no redundancy”;

- promise of revision of the new working rules; and

- agreement on the supply of protective clothing,

Still outstanding are claims for parity with London on "fallback™ pay;

on a further increase in loading and discharging rates ; on checkers' and

crane-drivers' rates; on work-starting time; and on changes in the system
of paysent for many jobs,

In London the strike involved some 7,000 men but was not so solid as in
Liverpool, It failed to achieve retention of the "contimuity agreement",
but did win the concession that this would Le operated "wherever praci-
icehle" and under the joint supervision or representetives of the workers
and employers. )

The strikes have further exposed to the dockers the character of the
right-wing leadership of the Transport aud Gemeral Workers' Union and
have astimulated the development of the shop stewerds' movement in the
docks,

ROBERTS ARUNIEL
In our October issue we reported on the apparent settlement of the
then ten-month-old dispute at the U,S,-owned Roberts Arumdel works at
Stockpart., At a conference held in York on September 14th, the company

agreed to recognise trade unions, shop stewards and collective bargeining,

and to re—employ all the workers without loss of service, The company
agreed to teke back 30 workers immediately, acother 15 within tem working
days, and the remainder within two months, The workers accepted the
settlement, despite their reluctance to work alongside blacklegs and
strikebreakers,

However, by September J0th, Pomeranz, the American head of the company,
had torn up the York agreement, On this day he told a press conference
that the company was prepared to take 15 workers back imsediately, a

further 30 in two weeks and the rest " as rapidly as new orders are devel-
oped”. Stockport engineering employers stepped in with a proposal that wad

accepted by the unions; this was that Roberts Arundel would take back all
86 men, giving work to 45 as promised by Pomeranz on September 30th,vhile
the resaining workers would be loaned to other Stockport firms until work
was available. Poseranz rejected this out of hand,

Even the President of the Manchester Engineering Employers, Cherles
Barnard, was compelled to say: "I am now convinced that this company does
not want a settlement, They are just stalling," Later, at a meeting
with national union officials, Pomeranz took back even his promise of
Septesher th, offering to re-employ only 12 sirikers and the rest at
the rate of 12 & month,

By Kovember a total of 41 workers had been arrested, and a number
trutally beaten up ineide the police statiom,

In December Pomeranz ammounced that the Stcokport works would be closed
in January, But workers (nom-union) are still being takem on, The fight
goes on at the time of writing,

BRITISH RATL
After guards had refused to perform "second man”" Auties on diesel
trains since August, in October Britisi Rail amnounced that guards who
refused such duties would be sent home without pay, This was followed
by & threat by Minister of Labour Gunter to bring troops on to the rail-

L

wye, and on October 20th the Nstional Union of Railwaymen executive
called off the banm.
At the end of the month the executive accopteci an offer of payment
of a bonus of 48, 7d, per day to all 14 600 gusrds in return for
ceptance of "second man" duties,

CBR JERSEY

The eight-month dispute at the CBR Jersey Mills in Brighton, where
male machinists were expected to work e minimum working week of 6 days
and 72 hours, formally ended in December when the employers agreed to
recognise the right of the workers to join a union and of the union to
negotiate on behalf of its members. However, the right-wing leadership
of the National Union of Hosiery and Knitwear Workers accepted the em-
ployers' demend that the 17 workers dismissed in April 1967 for joining
the union need not be reinstated, Secretary of Brighton Trades Council
Denis Hill described the agreement as "a betrayal".

VAUXHALL

In June 1967 the unions submitted to Vauxhall Moters a claim fer a
new simplified, wage structure which would bring the car workers in the
company' s Luton, Dunstable and Ellesmere Port plants into parity with
car workers in the Midlands.

In July the company submitted a "Proposed Revised Wage Structure”
coupled with a so-called "productivity plan™ which amounted to a sur-
render of conditions and practices won over many years, The company
issued this proposal to all hourly-paid employees against union oB;'ect—
ions, and it was decisively rejected by the shop stewards of the
three plents.

In September the company offered pay increases based on the existing
wege structure varying between 7d, and 83d, an hour, but these were
still coupled with the unacceptable "productivity plan". The offer was
rejected by the workers of the three plants, and the joint ljaison com-
mittee issued instructions for working to rule end the banning of over-

time, The compeny retaliated by shutting down production in the Luton
and Dunstable factories,

In October the company offered to pegin negotiations en terms put
forward by a Coventry mass meeting of 15,000 workers, with no victis-
isation and a speedy re-opening of the plants, On that basis the joint
ljaison commlttee approved the lifting of work restrictions and nego-
tiatiens began, Later the right-wing leadership of the Fational Union
of Vehicle Builders summarily dismissed Arthur Leary, its local officer
who had been handling the dispute and who had sided with the workers,

TEACHERS

In November local authorities presented an ultimatum to the National
Union of Teachers that if the union's ban on school meal supervision in
18 selected aress was mot called off by December lst, teachers operating
the ban would not be paid.

The N,U.T, rejected the ultimatum ana decidefl io press on with the ex-
tension of the sanctioms to 6 further areas, It added that if any N.U.T.
member was suspended, all its 220,000 members would be instructed to
withdraw from non-statutory meals supervisiom,

At the end of the month the union called off the ban in return for an
agreement that working parties would be set up to devise another system

of meals supervision and the phasing out of ungualified persoms from
teaching, Until then teachers would supervise meals on a voluntary bas:

THE BARBICAN

In November the 54-week strike at Myton's construction site in the
Barbican was called off by the strike committee, Despite the solidarity
of the building workers involved, the strike ended without achieving th(
removal of the ban on employment at any Taylor Woodrow site of the sn
megbers of the strike committee, Following the alliance between employ-
ers and rlght-ving leaders of bot‘n ﬂ’le Natiom.l Foderation of Building

Workers and the Tranaport and General Vorkers' Umon, and the police

violence egginst, and arrest of, pickets, the obvious reluctance of the
revisionist leadership of the Communist Party of Great Britain to mob-
ilise support for the November demomstration proved the final blow
which caused the decision to call off the strike,

BANKS
For the first time in British banking history, some 2,300 bank clerks
in 250 Welsh banking offices held a two-day strike in November to back
the demand of the National Union of Bank Employees for national recog-
nition by the clearing. banks,
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TRADE UNION NEWS

"EXPEL WILSON" DEMAND

Members of the Association of Scientific, Technical and Managerial
staffs at Harlow have sent a resolution to the national executive of
their union demandipg the expwlsion from the union of Prime Minister
Wilson, for "activities prejudicial to the trade union movement”.

T,U,C, ENDORSES "SEVERE WAGE RESTRAIN T POLICY

In November the right-wing General Council of the Trades Union Cen-
gress overvhelmingly accepted the government's appeal for g further
period of severe wage reastraint, Only three members of the council -
Bill Jomes, Richard Briginshaw and Dan McGarvey — opposed a statement
which made it clear that ithe cost of 1i
result of devalustion and that no compensatory wege increases would be
aporoved, In addition, the council decided that no claims for wage
increases would be allowed if they were due to take effect within
twelve months of a previous settlement.

"FIRE CANNON"

In November, some 1,500 workers in the electrical contracting indus-
try marched through London to demonsirate against the reactionary
Jeaders of their union - the Electrical Trades Union - end against tne

nglaves' charter" — the new agreement it has cancluded with the National }

Federation of Electrical Associatiems,

"THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY”

The official "Netional Income and Expenditure Blue Book", published
in September, reveals thet 9 million families in Britain haed incomes

below £500 a year.

In September it was announced that electricity prices would be

increased by an average of 10,5% (adding £64 million a year to the
bills of domestic consumers.

The Associstion of Public Health Inspectors inm its annual report pub-
lished in September, disclosed that there were 111,859 houses in Britein

v

without water—closets,

According to the "Gusrdian" of Sept. 26th, "gas prices may rise by an

average of more than 10%.

The 1967 Annual Report of the Chief Inspector of Factories reports

that in 1967 701 workers were killed in industrial accidents (74 wore
than in 1966). The total nusber of industrial accidents rose to 296,000,

The Air Transport Licensing Board approved in September increases in
domestic air fares varying between 11% and 155,

The "Building Societies' Gazette" pointed out in September that since
1960 house prices and mortgage payments have risen faster then incomes.
In ihe 10 years to 1966 repaymenis on a 90% loan over 20 years have
almost doubled.

Officials of the National Federation of Wholesale Grocers estimate
that by the end of March grocery prices will have risen by ls, 2d. in
the pound since devaluation.

"The Grocer" lists 1,400 grocery price increases aince December,

December official figures showed a rise of uneglomni in Great
Britain and Northern Ireland to 620,779, Highest rate was in Barthern
Ireland, where more then 7% of the labour force is unemployed.

In Jeruary Ever Ready Batteries announced an increase in the price of
heering aid batteries from 1s,10d, to 2s, 9d, — or more thau 50%.

The 1967 Report of the Chief Inspecter of Mines records that 160
miners were killed snd 1,061 injured in pit acecidents lest year,

A government repart, "The Brain Drain", reports that the ewigration
of British sciemtists, teé}mologi.sta end engineers rose from a net loss
of mil in 1961 to ome of 2,700 in 1966, It estimetes that 50% of engin-
eers who qualify this year will emigrate,

STUDENTS 'CONGRATULATE’
PRINCE CHARLES

A resclution on the egenda of the Natiomal Union of Studemts con—
ference at Margate in November read:

"Council congratulates the Prince of Wales on his exceptiemal per-
formance in the GCL A-level examinations and on his rare good
fortume in getting a place at Cembridge University with two A-levels,
Council would be interested to know how many other candidates with
gimilar qualifications have gained places at universities, and part-

- tcularly how many cendidates with similar qualifications have been
adwitted to the Umiversity of Cambridge to study for a period of

lees than the normal three years and thereby not qualifying for a
degree.

* Council at the same time commiserates with the 50,000 similarly
qualified students who will not get a place at any umiversity”,

The Welsh Committee of the National Union of Students also passed a

3
resolution concerning Prince Charles, deploring the terms of his admis-

sion in 1969 to the University College of Wales in Aberystwyth, The
resolution deplores:

"the absndonment by the University of Wales of the principle of
academic ability as being the only criterion for university

"~ EUROPE

SPATR

On October 27th, 1967 workers throughout Spain staged a one-day strike
against the ecomomic policies of the Franco fascist dictatorship,
supported by students of Madrid university.

CYPRUS

An attempt on the part of the Greek monarcho-fascist regime to anmexe
Cyprus to Greece began in November with attacks on several villages in
which 24 Turkish Cypriots were killed,

As a result of an ultimatum from the Turkish government, which mobil-
ised its forces in readiness to defend their compatriots, the United
States imperialists — who had instigated the aggression - were forced to
send Cyrus Vance to call off the plan and persuade the Greek government
to evacuate, first Generel Grivas and then the 12,000 Greek troops under
his command, from the island,

-In December the Turkish community in Cyprus set up a "transitional ad-
ministration" to control their affairs, under the Presidence of Turkish
Cypriot leader Dr, Kutchuk,

LETTERS Continued from Page 19

Faced with the continuing and intemsifying crisis of British capit-
alist society, an influential section of Britain's monopoly capitelists
is moving to turn awey from forser dependence on United States iwper-
inlism, seeking a new leese of life for their decaying system in
alliance with the momopoly capitelists of western Europe, But there cam
be no solution for the vorking people except the establishment of g soc-
ialist society in which political and econowic is held the

working class,

J. V. Scalin
1s79 1953]

Fifteen years ago this month - on March 15th, 1953 - there died in
Moscow Josef Vissariomovieh Djugashvili - JOSEF STALIN,

A revolutionary and a Marxist from his boyhood, Stalin beceme the
comrade—in-arms and the successar of Lenin, 4 politicel and military
strategist of unparallelled ability, his writings are among the clear-
est expositions of Marxist-Leninist theory, Throughout his life he
fought unawervingly for the working class and against its ememies. That
the modern revisionists - who have betrayed every principle of Marxiesms—
Leninise - sheuld have slandered Stalin after his death and dragged
his body from its resting place, is the highest testimony to his revol-
utionary stature and his unshskahle loyalty to world soci elism, The
struggle to reatore Stalin to his rightful place ef honour in the
international Communist movement is a not insignificant part of the
struggle to restore that movement to the principles of Merxismleninimm, -
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463 war vessels,

And in North Vietnam in 1967 alone 1,064 enemy
aircraft have been shot down and 65 enemy ships
damaged or sunk,

All the varied offensive manoeuvres of the
invaders have been beaten back, and todaythe war
of national liberation has entered its final and
decisive phase., Four-fifths of the territory and
two-thirds of the people of south Vietnam have
been liberated. In Khe Sanh brilliant military
strategy and tactics have cut off the U,S, forces,
which face another Dien Bien Phu - the battle
which forced the French imperialists in anearlier
war of national liberation to decide to withdraw
from the country. The Vietnamese forces are
hammering at the gates of, and even within, the
urban fortresses that alone are left under enemy
occupation, and U.S. planes have been forcedinto
the position of bombing the very capital they are
supposed to be "defending". The capture of the
U.S. warship "Pueblo" by Korean forces has been
A timely measure of fraternal aid against the
common enemy,

Faced with this desperate situation, Johnsonhas
ordered another 10,000 U.S5S. troops to Vietnam
and begged for further aid from ‘Vashington's
increasingly reluctant allies, But this cannot save
him from defeat, On the contrary, it can-only
stimulate the mounting opposition of the working
people of the United States to their government's
"dirty war",

For the enemies of the Vietnamese people are
the enemies of the working people of all countries.
Their battles are our battles, their victories our
victories, One of the most important and urgent

tasks in Britain is to organise the class-conscious]

militants of the working class movement in anti-
imperialist solidarity committees, which will
awaken the independent class initiative and the
organised might of our British working class in
order to bring it to bear in support of the just
cause of the Vietnamese people and the oppressed
and exploited peoplesof all lands who are develop-
ing world-wide struggle against their main enemy,
world imperialism headed by U.5.imperialism,

Once these most advanced sections of our Britis
working class movement have been won for
independent action in the cause of solidarity witl
the fighting people of Vietnam and their allies in
the other colonial and neo-colonial lands -
through such actions as the blacking of wan
supplies and other aid to the U,S, aggressors,
including supplies to their bases in Britain -

|their initiative will lay the basis for building a

broad and over'whélmingly powerful anti-
imperialist solidarity front embracingall peace-
loving and progressive forces of the British
people,

Such a united front of militant solidarity with
the fighting people of Vietnam would bring about
a significant sharpening of the already developin
contradictions between that section of monopoly-
capital which is orientated towards subservience
to U,S. imperialism and the rival section - the
strength and influence of which is even now ‘
rapidly increasing - which sees in the building of
an imperialist alliance with the remaining major
powers of western Zurope the most effective
policy promoting the future interests of British
imperialism. The building of an increasingly
powerful and influential united front of militant
anti-imperialist solidarity, linked with the mass
united front struggles of the working class and
working people of Britain to extend and deepen
the revolutionary scope and character of their ow
class struggles and to promote and defend their
own working class rights and liberties, could
ultimately force the British government to with-
draw its reactionary suppobt for the United
States aggression,

Such a step, in conjunction with the heroic
resictence of the Vietnamese people themselves,
could well be decisive in bringing about the only
acceptable "Peace in Vietnam": the withdrawal o
all foreign troops from Vietnamese Isoil, leaving
the people of Vietnam to determine their own

destiny.,

The Vietnamese people are advancing towards
victory - and their victory will be a victory for
all the oppressed peoples of the world, for the
working people of all lands who seek their
liberation from imperialism,
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