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THE NLIDVIM} IS THE TEXT OF AN INTERNATIONAL DmLARM'ION ADOPTED APTER CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION
. AND AMENDMENT BY MARXTST-LENINISTS IN THE U.S.A., GERMANY AND BRITAIN, IT IS THE AIM AND

INTENTION OF ALL PARTICTPATING ORGANISATIONS THAT THE DECLARATION SHOULD SERVE BOTH AS A

THEORETICAL AND PROGRAMMATIC INSTRUMENT FOR PROROTING UNITY ON THE BASIS OF MARXISM-LENINISM

WITHIN EACH COUNTRY AND AS THE PROGRAMME-IN-EMBRYO OF THE FUTURE MARXIST-LENINIST INTERNATIONAL.

Political Bureau, M,L.0.B,

The contemporary phase of the General Crisis
of Capitalism represents a period in which the
world capitalist system has become weaker
and more riven with insoluble contradictions
than ever before, a period in which the
objective conditions for decisive advance by the
world working class have never been more
favourable, On the other hand, at no previous
time in the history of the world working class
movement have the dangers facing the working
classes of all lands from the forces of -
impemahsm been more msxdious or tacncally
dlvepsxfied.

After' the end of World War T wo, the inter-
national working class and communist move-
ments achieved advances which wrought
fundamental changes in the relations of :fopces
between the camp ‘bf the world proletarian-
socialist revolution and the camp of imperial-
ism. These important advances were manifested
particularly in the wresting of an entire chain
of countries in Eastern Europe out of the
sphere of the world capitalist system to form,

along with the Soviet Union, a camp of

socialist states.

Following the death of Stalin, however, the new
leadépship of the Party and state in the Soviet
Union intensified their. attacks upon the
scientific revolutionary teachings of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin, They incepted
policies designed to bring about, by successive
stages, the dismantling of the democratic

dictatorship of the proletariat and the
replacement of socialism by bureaucratic
forms of state capitalism. As a result,
with the exception of the People's Republic
of Albania, these vitally important bases .
were temporarily lost to the working class
and these formerly socialist countries -
have now degenerated into a new, though
highly unstable, capitalist bloc dominated
by the - now imperialist - Soviet Union. As
a consequence of the historically unpre-
cedented acts of betrayal committed by the
revisionist leaders of the communist and
workers' parties in these and other
countries, the international communist
movement has been virtually destroyed and
the working class of the world left without
any organised Marxist-Leninist leadership.

These adverse developments were counter-

* balanced to some extent by the progressive

upsurge, from about 1955 onwards, of
national liberation movements developing
into national -democratic revolutions
throughout Africa, Asia and Latin America,
The focal point of these movements has
been the heroic struggle of the people of
Vietnam for national independence from,
first French, later US imperialism, and
for democratic rights and liberties, On
their part the imperialist powers have
greatly intensified their colonial wars of

aggression and are engaging in ever fiercer
attempts to defeat the just aspirations of the
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oppressed peoples o the colonial-type
countries, seeking to incorporate them into
their respective spheres of influence and to
subjugate them permanently to the yoke of
finance capital, To this end they are combin-
ing feverish war preparations with a rapidly
accelerating rate of economic penetration and
capital investment in these countries, This is
bringing about an equally rapid proletarian -
isation of the peasant and urban petty-
bourgeois masses, laying in turn the objective
basis for the young, emerging working class
of the coloniai—type countries to assume the
leadership of the developing national -
democratic revolutions.

Thus, in one colonial-type country after
another, a fierce ideological and political
‘struggle is developing between the most
advanced representatives of the emerging
working class and the representatives of the
national bourgeoisie ~ a struggle to determine
which of .these two classes, proletariat or
national bourgeoisie, shall lead the national -
democratic revolution in these countries.

The basic strategy of the revolutionary .
proletariat in the colonial -type countries must
be to achieve the unintépm‘pted transformation
of the national-democratic revolution into the
socialist revolution, and the essential pre-
requisite for this is that the proletariat
should have won the leading role in the
national ~-democratic revolution. Only when
this fundamental strategic class factor is
present can the national libération movements
and the developing natio.rral -democratic
revolutions be Pegapded as a constituent papt
of the world proletarian-socialist revolution.
When this factor is absent, the proletarian and
petty-bourgeois masses in the colonial -type
country that is engaged in national liberation
struggle will fall inevitably under the ideo-
logical and political influence of the national
bourgeoisie, which will then be able to utilise
its leading role in the national liberation
movement in order to halt the revolutionary
process aé the stage of the completion of the
national and democratic tasks and prevent the
uninterrupted transformation to the socialist
stage of the revolution, thus diverting the
newly-emerged nation on to the path of capita-
list development, leading to its ultimate
integration into the world capitalist system.

However, the development of national libera-
tion struggles in the colonial periphery of the
world imperialist system is increasingly
whittling away imperialism's sources of super

reformist and social -democratic deception of
the working class in the developed capitalist
countries. This, in turn, heralds the onset of

a new stage in the development of the world
proletarian-socialist revolution, one charactepr-
ised in general by.the revolutionisation of the
ppoletaman ma&ses in the developed capitalist
countries and the consequent shifting of the
sphere of anti-imperialist struggle from the
colonial periphery to include also the developed
heartlands of imperialism,

In reaction to this increasingly favoupable
objective situation for the development of.the
world proletarian-socialist revolution, the
forces of world imperialism are themselves
attempting to prepare a more favourable social
and political terrain for their counter-offensive
against the proletariat and working people of
the developed capitalist countries, They are
striving, as has already largely been
accomplished in the USA, to deprive tie
working class of its independent mass organs
of struggle and to absorb them into corporate
state frameworks under the direct control of
the monopoly capitalist class. In particular,
they are actively promoting new concealed
detachments serving the interests of imperial =
ism within the working class movements, the
dual aim of which is to foster "new" reformist
conceptions with a pseudo-left bias to replace
the illusions of classical social-democracy
concerning "peaceful" social advance for the
working class within the capitalist system -
illusions which are in process of being shed ~
and to retard the development of genuine
Marxist-Leninist vanguard parties having as
their aim the preparation and leadership of the
working class for the revolutionary overthrow
of the capitalist system and the establishment

of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
\

One of the most important of these new
concealed detachments of the capitalist class
within the working class movement consists

of the former communist parties of most
countries. The revisionist leaderships of these
parties preach the possibility of "peaceful,
parliamentary transition" to "socialism" - the
old reformist conceptions of the now dis-
credited social democratic parties in a false
"Marxist" wrapping; the world headquarters
of this right variant of revisionism is Moscow,
where the leading clique headed by Brezhnev
and Kosygin represents the interestsof the
new Soviet imperialist bourgeoisie and has
succeeded in temporarily transforming the

Party of the Soviet working class into a centre

profits and obstructing the expansion of its of counter-revolutionary betrayal.

- foreign exploitation, This is increasing the
contradictions between the rival imperialist

~ blocs, but -~ even more importantly - is
rapidly undermining the economic basis of

A second concealed detachment is formed by
the Maoist parties and groups. The leaders of i
these, while denouncing the right revisionists y‘[-_
for "betraying Marxist-Leninist principles”,

Continued on page 15

.~
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THE EMLL X THE moMm®

IN RECENT ISSUES OF "RED FRONT" WE HAVE DESCRIBED THE POLICY ADOPT-
ED BY BRITISH MONOPOLY CAPITALISM TO MEET THE NEW STAGE OF THE GENERAL
CRISIS OF CAPITALISM BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE SUCCESSES OF THE NATIONAL-
LIBERATION STRUGGLES IN SO MANY OF ITS FORMER COLONIES, AND ITS
MANOEUVRES TO MEET THE SITUATION IN WHICH THE BRITISH IMPERIALISTS ARE
IN PROCESS OF SEVERING THEIR " SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP" WITH THE UNITED
STATES IMPERIALISTS IN ORDER TO ENTER A NEW EUROPEAN IMPERIALIST ALLIANCE
ECONOMICALLY AND MILITARILY STRONG ENOUGH TO CHALLENGE THE HEGEMONY
OF U.S, IMPERIALISM WHICH HAS EXISTED SINCE THE SECOND WORLD WAR,

A cardinal point in these manoeuvres is the drive to impose tighter state control over
the trade union movement - the failure to achieve which was a primary factor in bringing
about the contrived end of the Labour Government.,

Secretary for Employment Robert Carr claims that the Industrial Relations Bill is

: ".... the most comprehensive and enlightened code of workers' rights in the
history of our country,"

Firstly, says Carr, it gives a worker "a legal right to belong to such trade union as he
may choose". But this must be a registered trade union, that is, a trade union which has
received a licence of approval from the state, Furthermore, trade unions have subscribed to
an agreement (the Bridlington agreement) under which one union rightly refuses to accept as
a member a worker who is in dispute with another union; when the Bill becomes law this
refusal would be illegal, since it "violates" the right of a worker to belong to such trade
union "as he may choose",

Of course, says Carr, "justice" demands that a worker should also be given the legal
right not to belong to a trade union. But the economic position of individual workers d epends -
on their collective action ; the non-unionist is not merely one who takes all the benefits of
such collective action without accepting any of the obligations of trade union membership;
worse, the strength of the collective action of a group of workers is reduced in proportion to
the number of non-unionists among them. Even the Donovan Commission declared that "the
right not to join a union" was

".... designed to frustrate the development of collective bargaining".

"100% trade union shop" agreements (which now embrace some three million workers in
Britain) and "pre-entry closed shop" agreements (which embrace some three-quarters of a
million workers) will be outlawed when the Bill becomes law, since they conflict with a .
worker's "right" not to belong to a trade union, In their place is offered an import from the
United States - the "agency shop", under which workers who do not wish to belong to a union
may pay equivalent contributions either to the union or to a charity., Not being trade union
members, these wqpkeps will not be, as the government puts it, "subject to the union's
discipline". ) 2

Even an agency agreement, however, can only be obtained or continued by a g_e__ggglgg_e.g
trade union and only then (if the employer or 20% of the workers request it) after a majority
of those eligible to vote have voted for it in a secret ballot organised by the Commission for
Industrial Relations. " . ; ntaip dismiseal®, But

Secondly, says Carr, the Bill gives workers "protection against unfair dismissal ",
this "ppotection" applies only to workers employed with the same.fx:’m for at least two years,
and it is laid down that a dismissal is not to be regarded as "unfair" if r.l':'e employer "states
that it was pelated to the "ability" or "conduct" of the worker, or due to "redundancy".

Dismissal for participation in any "unfair industrial practice" (such as an u.m;f!r’li‘c?gl Sati‘ig;ﬁds-
OP work-to-rule) is, of course, automatically "fair". But even if an Indnetplal Loioun

that a dismissal was the most blatant victimisation, it has T powen th OPtiieP tpegziat:lﬂ;zrit.
only to ¥pecommend" it. And should the shop stewards take 1n.dustpia ?ct ontioe" i :icn o
instatemnent, they would, of course, be committing an "unfair industrial practic

render them liable to unlimited penalties. °
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Thirdly, says Carr, the Bill gives trade union negotiators the right to obtalﬂ'i‘?@‘ﬁ'fﬂ@
management any information necessary to further their negotiations. But here again the.
proviso is made that the provision of the information does not involve the man‘.’:\gement %n
what it may regard as "excessive work" and that the management does not claim that dis-
closure of the information would "hurt its commercial interests',
Fourthly, says Carr, the Bill will change the Contracts of Employment Act. It r'f:duces

" the period of service entitling a worker to a week's notice from 26 to 13 weeks, and it

increases the period of notice that an employer has to give a worker to 6 weeks after 10 years

service and to 8 weeks after 15 years' service,
Naturally, in the interests of "fairness", workers must accept some disadvantages in

return for these stupendous benefits!

"BREACH OF CONTRACT"

At present, by virtue of the Trade Union Act of 1871, a court is prohibited from regarding
any agreement between workers' and employers' representatives as legally enforceable. This
important provision, the result of arduous struggles by the working class over many years,
is to be repealed by the Bill. '

When the Bill becomes law, any agreement made between workers' and employers'
representatives will be regarded as legally binding, unless this is explicitly repudiated in the
agreement - that is, unless the employers' representatives agree to this repudiation. It is
accepted by the government that where an employer agrees to the insertion of a provision
repudiating the legally binding character of the agreement, the union negotiators will have to
make concessions to the employers in other respects. Where an employer refuses to agree
to such a provision under any circumstances, the only way the workers' representatives can
avoid signing a legally binding contract is to sign no agreement at all. But then the employer
could apply to the Industrial Relations Court to have a procedure agreement imposed.

With the passage of the Bill, an employer may complain to the courts that a breach of
contract has occurred. The court may then direct those involved to "cease their breach"; if
they fail to do so they may be imprisoned indefinitely for contempt of court,

Alternatively - or in addition - the court may award compensation against those which it
finds guilty of breach of contract. In the case of registered trade unions, the maximum
compensation that may be awarded varies from #£5,000 for a small union to £100,000 for a
large one. In the case of unregistered trade unions, shop stewards and workers, the compen-
sation that may be awarded is unlimited. To avoid the award of damages against it, a trade
union has to convince the court, not meprely that it was not responsible for the breach of
contract,but that it took all such steps as were "reasonably practicable" to prevent the
breach of contract from occurring.

' Even where no such legally binding agreement is involved, industrial action almost
Invariably involves workers in some breach of their individual "contracts of employment".
Under the Trades Dispute Act of 1906, no one can have any legal action taken against them for
Seeking to induce workers to break their contracts of employment in pursuance of a trade
dispute,

Under the Bill this provision, also won after years of working class struggle, is to be
repealed for all except registered trade unions and officials duly authorised by registered
trade unions to call for industrial action,

Thus, when the Bill becomes law an unregistered trade union, a shop steward, a rank-
and—fi?e worker - even someone who publishes a journal or issues a leaflet - would be
commn:Fing an "unfair industrial action". The National Industrial Relations Court could then
:il::i;.h;;ni;oacézifs :p:;:“;l:)i atctifon, a.ng to S.?ndrrhi-m to prison if he failed to desist. Alterna-
o el S e "co.mpensatfon?' :m in ustm-al ribunal may order the defendant to pay an

o the aggrieved employer,

(N S et Sy s s . s . o — — ————— —————— —— s To—
— ———

o aAS h.as been said, to.induce or try to induce industrial action without specific authority
registered trade union is defined by the Bill as an "unfaip industrial practice" which
Penders the convicted defendant liable to heavy penalties. ’
o l?ut the Bill lays dow.n a further twelve "unfair industrizl practices", which apply to all
‘ Pkers and all trade unions, whether registered or not., The most important of these is to
;?:uce or try to induce ?ndustnial action in sympathy with the workers employed by another
irm. A d.efendant convicted of any "unfair industrial practice" rendeprs himself liable to
the penalties already described.
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"EMERGENCY POWERS"

At present, if the government wishes to take some action during a strike such as the
introduction of troops, it has to use the Emergency Powers Act of 1920, This Act debars the
government from declaring a strike illegal, but under it g state of emergency may be declared,
with the approval of Parliament, where a strike threateps to deprive "any substantial portion of
the community of the essentials of life", and the government is then empowered to take steps
to secure essential services.

Under the Bill not even the pretence of a parliamentary debate is called for. The Minister
can apply to the National Industrial Relations Court for an order prohibiting all industrial
action for a period of 60 days. Anyone failing to carry out the provisions of the order renders
himself, of course, liable to indefinite imprisonment for contempt of court, And the Ministepr
may make his application on much wider grounds than are laid down in the Act of 1920 , for
example,in the case of a strike or threat of a strike which would be "gravely imur*ious to the
national economy".

"COMPULSORY BALLOTS" g

In any major strike where the Secretary for Employment feels that he has

"reasons for doubting whether the workers who are taking part or are expected
to take part ... would be taking part in it in accordance with their wishes, and whether
they have had an adequate opportunity of indicating their wishes in this respect",

he may ask the National Industrial Relations Court for an order that a compulsory
ballot should be held. Until this has been held and its result announced by the Commission for
Industrial Relations, it is an "unfair industrial practice" to "call, organise, procure or
finance" the strike,

REGISTRATION

The disadvantages enjoyed by a registered trade union under the Bill, while very
considerably less than those enjoyed by any trade union at the moment, are nevertheless greater
than those enjoyed by an unregistered trade union. Unregistered trade unions lose theip
existing immunity for inducing breaches of individual "contracts of employment", and in case

-of "unfair industrial practices" their liability to pay compensation is unlimited. In addition

they lose their existing right to tax relief on interest and dividends on provident funds
{amounting to £750,000 a year in the case of the Transport and General Workers' Union).

To become and remain a "registered trade union", however, a union must have its t'ules
approved by the state, it must conform to certain "guiding principles" and to "any other -
requirements laid down by the Registrar". In other words, the rights won by the working class &
in a century and a half of organised struggle are to be converted, legally, into "privileges"
dependent on what the state, that is, the organised machinery of coercion of Big Business,
chooses to regard as "good behaviour".

STATE CONTROL OF THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

Even the above somewhat cursory examination of the main provisions of the Industrial
Relations Bill makes it abundantly clear that, as we said at the beginning of this article, its
primary aim is TO IMPOSE TIGHTER STATE CONTROL OVER THE TRADE UNIONS AND TO
ENHANCE THE POWER OF THE REACTIONARY LEADERS OF TRADE UNIONS TO "CONTROL"
THEIR MEMBERS IN THE INTERESTS OF BIG BUSINESS,

"REICHSTAG" WITHOUT FLAMES

In a recent special issue of RED FRONT, we drew attention to the successful attempt of
the capitalist state to turn "public opinion" - that is, the opinion of the petty-bourgeoisie and
the more politically backward strata of the working class - against the power workers during
their "work-to-rule" by the device of imposing deliberate and completely unnecessary power
cuts on the whole country, not excepting hospitals.

On January 12th, 1971, on the day of the mass demonstration of trade unionists against
the Industrial Relations Bill, a "bomb attack" was reported against the home of the Minister
responsible for the Bill, Robert Carr, The "attack" was attributed by the authorities and bythe -
press to a "dangerous, highly organised group of anarchists or other extremists",

Anarchists, who profess to believe that capitalism can be overthrown by acts of individual
terrorism, have existed in the world for a long time. Far from furthering the cause of the
liberation of the working class, such acts, of course, merely provide a pretext for the
imposition of more highly repressive measures against genuine socialists and against the
working class as a whole.
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The circumstances of the Carr "bomb attack", however, are such that it &aleaded 2022h
the most vivid imagination, be placed in this category.

After the discovery of a German seaman inside 10, Downing Street, it was officially
stated that special security measures had been taken to guard in future the homes of all
Ministers, while it has since been declared by the authorities that similar "hitherto undisclosed"
attacks took place on the homes of other "prominent people" both before and after Januaryl2th,
Carr himself was, until his ministerial appointment, a director of the largest security firm in
the country, Securicor Ltd.

In these circumstances it would be so _strange as to be incredible if, on the very day
that a mass demonstration against the Bill was taking place, a group of anarchists were able
to.enter the garden of the M nister responsible and place bombs against his house. THE ONLY
PEOPLE WITH SUCH ACCESS WOULD HAVE BEEN THE FORCES OF THE SPECIAL
BRANCH,

It is known that an attempt was made to bring charges in connection with the "attack"
against an anarchist found guilty of a similar offence in fascist Spain, but the police found
their attempt frustrated by several hundred witnesses who could testify to his innocence.

The case brought later against two young men - with its deliberate attempt to silence
their legal representatives, the ostentatious ringing of the court with hordes of police, the
"evidence" against them consisting almost entirely of the word of convicted criminals who
have everything to gain by collaborating with the authorities and falsely swearing that the
accused "admitted" complicity in the "attack" during their long incarceration in prison - all
this can be dismissed as another clumsy attempt by the state to extricate themselves from an
untenable position by means of a "frame-up". '

The phoney "bomb attack" upon Carr's home, and its "legal" aftermath, should not be
under-estimated. It forms a further part of the organised plot to frighten the petty-bourgeoisie
and the more politically backward strata of the working class into acquiescing in the semi- ,
fascist measures of Big Business which are now under way, and of which the Industrial !
Relations Bill and the Immigration Bill form only the first steps. ‘

. There can be no doubt of the determination of the working class to resist these
measures, and to struggle for the release of the victims of this new, as yet small-scale,
"Reichstag fire". But for this fight to be effective, more than determination is required; what
is essential is the scientific leadership of working class struggle by an organised, disciplined
Marxist-Leninist Party of the working class. With the surrender of the leadership of the
Communist Party of Great Britain to revisionism, so that it has become a mere "left" social-
democratic party serving to deceive the workers and channel their activities along the harm-

.~

less parliamentary channels of "Out with the Tories!", no such party exists in Britain at
present, Its formation is the most urgent task which faces militant, socialist workers at the

present time,

In December 1970 tuna fish on sale in Britein was found to have a
mercury content similar to that detected in a million tins withdrawn
from sale in the United States, Minister of Agriculturs James Prior
announced that the sale of the contaminated fish would not be banned
in Britain since

“we in this country eat very little tuna fish",

In March 1971 a new "Social Security Bill" was published, It will
abolish insurance benefit for the first thres days of sickness or
unemployment. It will cut the personal sllowances receivable by a
striker (1,s,, strike pay) without affecting Supplementary Benofits to
his fenily from £4.35 to €1, It will further reduce (by up to 40% of
the rate) the Supplememtary Benefits paysble to a worker who is
diswissed for "industrial wisconduct" or who voluntarily leaves his
Job "without just cause”,

In March 1971 cheap welfare milk for expectant and nursing mothers
and children under 5 was abolished, together with free sch
for children over the age of 7.

In March 1971 the Patient's Association reported that patients are
still having to wait six or even nine years for admission to hospital
in vany cases,

In April 1971 increased health service charges (in the case.
of spectacles up to 230%) came into force,

THE RESPECTABLE COMMUNISTS

Under the headline "COMRADE DIGBY HAS FRIENDS IN VHITEHALL
the "Sunday Times" of April 4th, 1971 cocments on the election*®
of revisionist Comrunist Party member Digby Jacks as President
of the National Union of Students:

"Britain's 450,000 students put & Comxunist at their head
for the first time in 30 years, ,..

Privately, Mrs, Margaret Thatcher's Department of
Education 1s pleased with the result,"

The Queen hasput in a claim for higher pay. At present
the Royal Facily receives state funds of £3,686,500 & year,
The Seleot Comnittes set up to consider this clais will,
unlike the Department of Social Security, not take into
account the Quaen's personal fortune estimated at £70
willion,

—_———

P T
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THE 'STRANGEWORLD oF 1971

DURING THE LAST FEW MON’I‘HS MANY "STRANGE" THINGS HAVE HAPPENED
IN THE WORLD,

Among those with which we deal in this issue of RED FRONT may be mentioned:

Britain runs down its coal industry - to import coal;

"Socialist" China draws closer to the imperialists of Washington;

Socialist Albania draws closer to the regime of the Greek colonels;

the "socialist" Soviet Union places under house arrest a high-ranking

~ delegation from "socialist" North Vietnam;

the "socialist" Soviet Union aids the government of Ceylon , against the attacks
of guerillas aided by "socialist" North Korea;

workers stage mass strikes and demonstrations against the "working class"
government of "socialist Poland;

the "socialist" Soviet Union forms a "United Front" with Croatian fascists to
dismember "socialist" Yugoslavia .......

Like all phenomena in the universe which appear "strange", these world happenings
have a perfectly rational basis. If the present world situation appears to be irrational, this
is largely because, as a result of the destruction of the international communist movement
as the vanguard of the world's working class, many capitalist classes - although they
continue to behave like capitalist classes - are able to speak from under a cloak of "Marxism-
Leninism'", beneath a false '"Red Flag",

The present world situation is indeed complicated, and one can understand the
attitude of many young progressives who, to avoid the effort of making a scientific analysis
of this world situation, dismiss theory with a shrug as unimportant and raise the banner of
"practice". Theory without practice is indeed sterile, but practice that is not based on
correct theory is less likely to help the cause of the working class than to help the cause of
its class enemies.

That a few Marxist-Leninist publications in Britainand the USA, such'as RED FRONT, enable
their as yet limited number of readers to make sense of this complicated world situationisnot - . i
becausethe groupswho publishthése papersare "moreintelligent" thanothers, ITISBECAUSE
THEY ARE GUIDEDBY SCIENTIFIC THEORY, THE SCIENCE OF HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT, OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE AND OF SOCIALIST REVOLUTION, that is,
BY MARXIEM-LENINISM, WHICH ALONE CAN ILLUMINATE AND MAKE INTELLIGIBLE
THE "STRANGE" THINGS THAT ARE HAPPENING IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD,

THE CURRENCY CRISIS " Atlantic. As a result of vast overseas
expenditure - particularly in connection
Two years ago, discussing the moves of with the US war of aggression in Vietnam,
the British imperialists to enter the European the "aid" programme designed to serve US
Economic Community ("British Imperialism foreign policy, and the buying up of large
Moves Towards a New Alliance", in RED FRONT gjabs of foreign industry - the deficit in the
May/June 1969), we drew attention to the United States balance of payments has foy -
relative and absolute decline in the economic some years been averaging $ 3,000 million

strength of United States imperialism, as well 4 yean, At the same time US production....
as to the struggle between the West Germanand pha§ ceased to rise in 1970, while the US
French imperialists for the dominant role budget for 1971-72 shows an inflationary

within the developing West European imperialist geficit of # 11,600 millions. All this had, by
bloc ~ a stvuggle in which the Bonn impeplallStS April 1971, created a serious "crisis of

have achieved victory. confidence" in the stability and profitability
Both these factors were reflected in the of the US economy, causing capitalists

currency crisis which struck Europe in May throughout the world to transfer large

1971, amounts of their capital from the United

Although this currency crisis manifested States to Europe, particularly to West
itself {n Europe, its source was across the Germany. During April alone & 7,000
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million "flowed out" of the United States in this

manner, and by the end of the month West
German banks possessed enough "Eurodollars"
(i.e., claims on dollars, and so on U.S. gold
reserves) completely to empty, if presented,
"Fort Knox, \

: What perturbed the dominant section of
German finance capital about this "influx of
dollars" was that the fixed exchange rate
between the Deutschmark and the dollar did
not reflect the new relations between the
economtc strengths of West German and United
States imperialism, so that Deutschmarks
were being bought with dollars "too cheaply"
On the other hand, the' French imperialists
strongly opposed an upward revaluation of the
Deutschmark, -on the grounds that this would
make it impossible to maintain fixed common
prices far EEC agricultural products, onwhich
the French economy depended. o

The West German imperialists, however)
felt their position strong enough in May 1971 to
ignore the fierce opposition from Paris, and
their decision to abolish for the time fixed
exchange rates and allow the Deutschmark to
"float" in accordance with supply and demand
on the foreign exchange market was, in the
existing circumstances, equivalent to gn

upward revaluation of the Deutschmark.

" The blow dealt to the French imperialists ‘

during the May 1971 currency crisis was an
important factor in their sudden increase in o
enthusiasm for the entry of Britain into the -
EEC; they see the British imperialists as a
possible ally in the struggle against West
German hegemony within the "community",

“"THE CRISIS IN THE I.L.O.

~.-.In the years immediately following the
Second World War, when US imperialism was
by far the strongest imperialist power in the

world, its strength enabled it to dominate many

of the institutions of the "United Nations" andto

use them as instruments serving its foreign

policy. ¢
The decline of the economic strength of US

irnpemahsm in recent years r'e,lative to that of

the West European imperialist powers and also -

to that of Soviet neo- impevialism has begun to
change this situation.,
.In thé summer of 1970 the Amepican Davxd

Mopse was succeeded as Director- Gener'alofthe
Inter'natlonal' Labour Organisation, a section of

the United Nations, by a Briton, David Jenks -
elected with US support in order to defeat his
French rival, To the horror of the US
imper'iahsts, Jenks appointed as Assistant
~Director-General a Soviet citizen, Pavel
“Astapenko,

The attack on this "treachery" was launched

by George Meany, President of the American
Federation of Labour/Congress of Industrial

L
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. Uploaded 2022
Organisations, Urging the House of Repre-

sentatives Appropriation Committee to cease
paying the US contribution to the I.L.O,,
Meany declared that the organisation

"is, and has been for a long time, in the
Russians' corner",

Meaney's proposat was strongly supported-
by the Committee's Chairman, John Rooney,

who declared:

"This bird Jenks thinks he has inherited
the I L.O. lock, stock and barrel. There
is about as much democracy under him
as there is in the Soviet Union. Mpr. Jenks
needs to be rucked. I know of only one
way to ruck him: cut off his water",

Accordingly, on the recommendation of
its Appropriations Committee,_Congress
refused to authorise the US contribution to
the International Labour Organisation, which
accounts for a quarter of the ILO budget, and
the United States now owes 3 7.4 million up
to the end of June 1971. As a result, the staff
at the I.L.O headquarters in Geneva have had
to forego a long-awaited pay rise, light and
heating are strictly rationed, and long-
distance telephone calls are forbidden except
in emergency.

BRITAIN'S ROLE IN

"EUROPE"

Two years ago, discussing the (then
rejected) application of Britain to join the

‘European Economic Community, we said

that Britain's entry

"meant, of course, sacrificing the interests
of Bmtam s small farmers and accepting
serious damage to her relations with the
Dominions. But the interests of small
farmers were not of vital concern to
British monopoly capitalists, and Britain's
relations with the Dominions had been in
decline for a considerable period." (RED
FRONT, May/June 1969; p.8).

At the time of writing of the present notes,
negotiations with the E.E.C. with regard to
New Zealand dairy produce are still proceed-
ing. Unless the continental European powers
can be induced to modify the present arrange-
ments considerably, Britain will virtually
cease to be a market for this produce by 1978
and, in view of the difficulty in obtaining
alternative markets, it is reliably forecast
that this must result in 55% of New Zealand's
productive capacity having to be diverted to
other uses, with the taking out of cultivation
of 2.3 million acres of land, the slaughter of
1.4 million dairy cows, and the "redundancy"

) ‘of 10,500 rarm workers and small farmers.
It is expected that the E.E.C. will. ulttmately

make concessions that will permit the export
~ of New Zealand dairy produce into the Common
Market at 50-60% of the present level.

The "special interest" of the Common-
wealth sugar producers has already been
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sacrificed to the desire of the British
monopoly capitalists to join the developing
West European imperialist bloc, nothing
having emerged from the negotiations with
Brussels on this issue except a vague, pious
assurance that gives no guarantees whatso-
ever about permitted imports of Common-
wealth sugar,

In the same article of two years ago we
said:

"Bonn's view was that Britain's :

admission to the E,E.C, should be post-

poned until her economic position had been
further weakened," (Ibid.; p.8).

Since that date the economic position of
British imperialism has declined to the point
where the British monopoly capitalists have
been forced to accept secret terms from the
West European imperialists that will place
the country virtually in a semi-colonial
position - as a market for continental food
and an industrial assembly plant dependent
upon coal and steel imported from the Ruhp
and elsewhere,

That the deliberate running down of
Britain's coal industry is not due, as has been
suggested, to "dwindling markets" is shown

-by the announcement in December 1970 that
in future unlimited importation of coal and
coke would be permitted.

The Government's refusal, earlier this
year, to authorise more than half of the 15%
price increase demanded by the British Steel
Corporation (despite the Corporation's loss
of £25 million in the last financial year) is
indicative in itself of government poli\;y :
towards the steel industry. The Corporation
is to close down during 1971-2 more thay 20
of its steel works, making more than 12,500
steel workers redundant. The plans to build a
new €100 million high-productivity steel \
works 10 replace the output at present coming
from these works have now been "indefinitel
postponed", making massive imports of steel
from the cohtinent essential as the obsolete
steel-making plant is phased out.

Because the coal and steel industries
are nationalised, their destruction can be
brought about without direct loss to any gr:oup’
of British monopoly capitalists.

Steel, of course, is the backbone of a\
developed industrial country, the core of its
economic independence. The loss of political
independence which will follow from Britain's
entry into membership of the European \
Economic Community will be associated with \
a corresponding loss of economic independence \

With Britain's entry into the E.E.C., the
sterling currency bloc and the use of sterling
as a reserve currency will disappear and it is

*  expected that sterling deposits in Britain will
be handed over to a European consor'tium.

BRITAIN: THE ROLLS-ROYCE AFFAIR

Two years ago, discussing the
rejection of Britain's application to join
the European Economic Community at thaf
time, we said:

"The principal open opposition came
from the French imperialists, who tended
to accept the Washington view that the
British monopoly capitalists were servants
of U.S. imperialism and would, in the -
existing conditions, form a pro-American
'Fifth Column' within the E.E.C.; the
official Paris view was that Britain must
already have adopted a decisive anti-
American stand before she could be
adg’uitted." (RED FRONT, May/June 1969;
p.8).

And almost a year ago, discussing

the effects of the election victory of the
Conservative Party, we said:

"Because of its unwillingness to break
its special dependence upon that (now
minority) section of British monopoly
capital which favours continued collabora-
tion with, and subordination to, US imper- .
ialism, the Labour Party has ceased to be
at least for the time being, effective in
serving the foreign policy desired by the
dominant section of the British imperialists.
Despite its lip-service to the concept of
British participation in the European
Economic Community (the present form of
the developing West European imperialist
bloc), the Labour Government was held in
practice to be sabotaging moves for
British entry, while the existing members
of the Community were not prepared to - °
admit a Britain which could be an American
Fifth Column." (RED FRONT, August/
September \\970:!).7).

The acti\on necessary to demonstrate
to the French imperialists that the now-
dominant secti%t’ their British counter-
parts, representey by the Conservative
government, were prepared to adopt "a

decisive anti-American stand" was taken in

connection with the'Rolls-Royce affair.

In March 1968 Rolls-Royce gained the
largest order in their nistory from the
American Lockheed Aircraft Corporation -

for 540 RB-2l11 engines for tre "Tris;ap" air
\linep at a total cost of some #£150 million.

They won the contract, however, Sy tendering
at a price which Lockheed officials\after--
wards gleefully described as "fantastically
low", and by pledging themselves undgr-
heavy penalty clauses to produce a ne
engine twice as large as anything they
previously developed in half the time (all‘the
engines had to be delivered by November 1971,
under penalty clauses not revealed but
believed to involve £100 million). They took
this course on the firm, though verbal, .

\ssupance of the pro-U.S, imperialist Lapoup

goyernment that, since the contract was
vital for the "national interest", it would
guarantee the company against any loss.

Inevitably, technical problems arose. The
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blades of carbon-fibre failed to stand up under days after the Rolls-Royce "collapse" -
test, and had to be re-engineered in titanium - the bankruptcy of the second largest motor
a process which necessitated the re-tooling of insurance firm - Vehicle and General -
much of the Derby works. leaving a million policyholders uncovered.
In November 1970 the company inform- What surprised many observers was
ed the (now) Conservative government that the the fact that the company had been accepted
contract could not be completed on time, and in 1966 as a member of the British Insurance
that the cost of each engine would be nearly Association, which had long carried out a
double the contracted price, It appealed to the large-scale publicity canpaign to the effect
government for state aid. that to insure with a B.I.A. member company
The government had two courses open meant security for the policy-holder. As
Gardon Hayman, the Chairman of the
Federation of Insurance Brokers said on
March 2nd: l

to it:

1) it could recognise the "national import-
ance " of Rolls-Royce as a key name in British
industry, the importance of preserving the "wWithout doubt if the members of
"peputation" of British industry for "honouring the B.I.A, had wanted to save Vehicle"
its foreign obligations", and in consequence and General, they could have done so%.
assist the company with state funds; or That they did not want to do so lies,

2) it could do nothing, allow Rolls-Royce no coubt, in the fact that in October 1965

| to go bankrupt (thus making the penalty clauses a major American insurance group, Life
in the Lockheed contract inoperable), and then & Casualty of Tennessee, purchased an
continue as a nationalised enterprise those 181% stake in V & G at a cost of £] million.

sections of Rolls-Royce the products of which BRITAIN -SOUTH AFRICA: ARMS TO |
were necessary to British monopoly capital as |

SOUTH AFRICA
a whole,

To the indignation of the Lockheed Corpora-

tion - and to the whole of the U.S. monopoly
capitalists - the government chose the latter

Almost a year &igo, analysing the
effect of the victory of the Conservative
government, we said:

course. This left two courses open to Lockheed:

1) to waive the penalty clauses, renegotiate
a new contract for the Rolls-Royce engines at a
higher price and try to secure from the US
Treasury (as demanded by the Firitish government)
a guarantee that it would meet Lockheed's
obligations to Rolls-Royce (1671) Ltd. should
Lockheed be unable to do so; or

"The British imperialists aim also
at securing other allies in the shape of
the at present friendless white racist
states of South Africa and Rhodesia. ...

'The Labour (Government Was .e..
openly against opposing US impeplahsm
in the field of’ a rapprochemert with
South Africa and Rhodesia". (RED
WRONT, Augusit/September 1970;p,7).

2) follow Rolls-Royers into bankruptcy, ‘vIn December 1970, during Heath's
gazing regretfully at the laipgest glider in the visit to Washington, U.S. President Nixon
world.

affirmed the strong opposition of the
President Nixon has now taken the unprec- Urniited States imperialists to the sale of
edented step of asking Congress to approve arms to South Africa. And at the Common-
guarantees in connectiop-with this contract amount-wealth Conference in Singapore inJanuary
ing to £104 million. A% the time of writing these 1971, Canadian Premier Trudeau expressed
notes, Congress hg{s not yet made its decision, sfmilar opposition. .
“ime, state-owned British Eurropean In February 1971 the British govern-
Zalmly refused the US demands that ment announced its decision to supply 7
.rm order for "Tristars", declaring "Wasp" helicopters to South Africa, in
violation of the 1964 United Nations
embargo.

GERMANY: THE BETRAYAL OF THE
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Airways has
it place a fj

20€ ' nings in Britain by Hawker-Siddeley); the

COS'¢ of this is almost £1.million less than that of

"T'pistar”, and its running costs per seat mile
‘dbout 10% less. )

' Of course, if the renegotiatad contract falis
through, it will result in some 32,000 aircra.ft
workers being made redundant in Britain alone.
But the whole operation has dermnonstrated, to the
satisfaction of Paris that the now-dominant section
of British imperialists are indeed prepared to
adopt "a decisive anti-American stand",

To clinch the matter, there followed - a few

In discussing the "European Collective
Security" scheme sponsored by the Soviet
neo-imperialists, we said a year ago:

"The basic aim of Soviet foreign
policy in relation to Western ZEuropé
is to build up a "European Collective
Security Bloc" of European states
designed to achieve the following
long-term ends:

. 1) to place West German
imperialism, which constitutes the
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main challenge to the hegemony of the
Soviet Union within the proposed Eucopean
bloc as well as a potential military threat
to the security of the Soviet Union, under a
form of collective control of the imperial -
ist states of Europe beneatn the cloak of
which the hegemony of the Soviet Union
over West German imperialism and its
mxlétar'y appartus of force would be guaran-
teed,

2_) to promote the hegemony of the Soviet
pmon in an all-European bloc of imperial -~
ist and neo-capitalisi states which are in
contradiction with US imperialism.

The immediate aim of the scheme is to
provide security for the Soviet Union along
its western border (as well as economic
sup_port) and so enable it to concentrate the
g;_;op part of its military strength against

lna. .

The Soviet revisionists' scheme for
"European Unity" differs from that put
forward by certain imperialist groups in:
Western Europe (discussed in the May/June
1969 issue of RED FRONT - P.B,,M.,L.0.B.)
in three fundamental ways:

Firstly, it aims to embrace all European
states and not merely those of Western
Europe; ,...

Secondly, it aims. tc place restrictions on
the military power and expansionist
capacity of West German imperialism,
with the effect of making the Soviet Union
(and not the Federal German Republic, as
in the Western imperialists' scheme) the
dominant power in Europe; ....

Thirdly, it aims to win for the Soviet neo-
imperialists a stake in key sea ions of the

West Gerrnan ratification of these treaties, 4

together with West German endorsement of
the "European Collective Security” confer- -
ence, would take place only after settle-
ment of "the Berlin guestion". 3
The revisionist leaders of the German
Democratic Republic, headed by \Valter
Ulbricht, have long and vigorously resisted
the "concessions" proposed in relation to
the sovereignty of their state. In May 1971,
however, Uibricht resigned as First
Secretary of the Socialist Unity Party and
the Sowiet neo-imperialist leaders
immediately opened talks with his successor,
Erich Honecker. Following these talks the
Soviet government informed the governments
of France, Britain and the United States that
it was prepared to agree that the sovereignty
claimed by the government of the German
Demeccratic Republic over the access
routes to Berlin through its territory should_
be recognised only in words, but cancelled
in practice, 2
The concessions on the "Berlin :
question" are, however, only the first of the
concessions which the Soviet neo-imperial-
ists are prepared to grant at the expense of
the German Democratic Republic in order
to bring about the All-European bloc in which
they will represent the strongest power,

economies, and a share in tne exploitation

of the working classes, of ths West
uropean countries, whiie giving to the

West European imperialists in exchange

a stake in key sections of the economies,
and a share in the exploitation of the work-
ing classes, of the East European countries"

(R‘%I)) FRONT, Special Edition, March 1970,
pP.27).

During the past year the Soviet imperialists
have been working consistently to bring to
fruition their "European Collective Security "‘
bloc, which, if and when erected, would embrace
the gpéatep part of all Europe, East and West.
The greatest obstacle in the way of this has
naturally been the need to offer sufficient
material advant:ages to the West German
imperialists as would compensate them for the
loss of hegemony and the relative restrictions
involvéd for them in this scheme, compared
with the smaller and more restricted West
European bloc now at a relatively advanced
stage of construction,

The material compensations which it is
proposed to offer to the West_German inmper-
ialists to entice them to support the "European
Collective Security" bloc relate mainly tc the
present German Democratic Republic,

The Brandt government was persuade‘d
to sign treaties, in August 1970 with the Soviet

Union, and in November with Poland, recog-
nising as "inviolable" the existing frontiers of
West Germany. It was agreed;, however, that

THE CHINESE-U,S RAPPROCHEMENT
A year ago RED FRONT noted

"Since the victory of the clique headed
by Mao Tse-tung in the counter- revolution-
ary ‘cultural revolution!, ... moves by the
Mevi?ﬁucwmi___éa_mw&cr.] ﬁem
witn the Chinese military dictatorship have
gathered speed, ....

On the Chinese side, the moves towards
a rapprochement with United States ;
imperialism are necessarily more discreet,
since open moves in that direction necessi‘
itate dropping the 'left' mask which the X
Chinese revisionists found so valuable in
their counter-revolutionary 'cultural
revolution'. However, it is worthy of note -
that the proposal for a Chinese-Soviet 5
agreement on peaceful co-existence came
from Peking." (RED FRONT, March 1970;
p.33-34), ;

- These developments have proceeded g

apace during recent months, ' 2

In October 1970 diplomatic relations .

were established between the People's ;

Republic of China and the United States's !
ncrthern depandency - Canada.

In February 1971 the Chinese govern-
ment commenced negotiations to buy £400 |
miliion worth of jet airliners from the t
United States, and in the same month "
President Nixon, in his "State of the World!
message, declared that it was the aim of the
United States to draw the People's Republici:

of China
"into a constructive relationship

~
”

2

-



>

Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2022

12 www.ml-today.com RED

Bill Bland Internet Archive

www.marxists.org
FRONT Uploaded 2022

with the world community",

In March 1971th e United States
government lifted all restrictions on the
thavel of its citizens to the People's Republic
of China.

In April came the Chinese invitation
for an Ameprican table-tennis team to visit
the country, and its acceptance, and in May
the hints from "pesponsibic quarters" in
Washington that the U.S. government would
not in the future oppose membership of the
United Nations by the Meople's Republic of
China, *

ALBANIA: THE DEVELOPING RAPPROCHE-
Swmjevmiembakinaifehidsndns

————————— — ———— ———. — A — — —t—— —

————— —— ——— — ———— — — —— ———— —— — —— —

} A year ago we said:

- "In recent months the leadership of
the Albanian Party of Labour (like the
leadership of the Communist Party of China)
has cecased its ideclogical exposure of
Yugoslav revisionism.
- More recently still, under the
Fpessupe. of the Chinese revisionists the
eadership of the Aloanian Party of Labour
has made it clear that it is prepared to
bring the People's Republic ¢ bania into
an alliance with the Romanian ultra-
revisionists and the Yugoslav revisionists
directed against the Soviet Union, ....

: The formation of such a new 'Balkan
l’i’ntente' could serve only the interests of
U.S. imperialism - giving it an extensive
sphere of influence and bridgehead in the
Balkans which, taken together with Greece,
would surround revisionist-led Bulgaria,

¢ One of the aims of US imperialism is
to obtain from the People's Republic of
China,as part of a marriage settlement

yet to be negotiated, the transfer of the ,
People's Republic of Albania into the sphere

of influence of the United States by means
of this projected "Balkan Cntente', (RED

FRONT, March 1970, p.32).
i

In June 1970 a trade agreement was
signed between Albania and Greece, the first
since before the Second World War, In
Fébruary 1971, following the establishment of
diplomatic relations between Peking and
Beélgrade, Albania and Yugoslavia raised
th(_eip respective diplomatic missions to the
level of Embassies. And in May 1971
diblomatic relations at ambassadorial level
were established between Albania and Greece.,

KOREA, VIETNAM, CEYLON AND RUMANIA:
L
0

—_—
—————...——--—_—.———-—————_———-—————

A year ago we said:

LT

: "The 'centrist' revisionists of Cuba,
Korea and Vietnam are endeavouring to

build their own system of alliances -
composed of 'small states’ like themselves

Who cannot rely for the protection of their

ihdependence on any forces but theip own, ...

The ruling capitalist class of the

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the

most industrialised of the states with

'eentrist’ revisionist leaderships, is making
@ particular bid for hegemony in this

This passage was drafied prior to Nizos's projected vigit to
China being esonounced,
A

projected bloc of small states." (RED FRONT,
March 1970; p.36).

In this connection we must look at recent
events in Ceylon.

The May 1970 elections in Ceylon brought
about the defeat of the pro-imperialist United
National Party government headed by Dudley
Senanayake, and the election of a "United
Front" government representing the interests
of the national bourgeoisie,

The "United Front" is composed of three
parties: :

1) the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, the
open party of the national bourgeoisie;

2) the trotskyite Lanka Sama Samaja
Party: and s

3) the right-wing revisionist Communist
Party.

The new cabinet consisted of 17 members
of the SLFP, headed by its leader Mrs, Sirimano
Bandaranaike as Prime Minister, Minister of
Defence, Minister of External Affairs, and
Minister of Planning and Employment; 3
members of the LSSP; and 1 Communist {Peter
Keuneman, the party's general secretary).

On June 14th 1970 the Governor-General,
in the Speech from the Throne, affirmed that
the new government would pursue the policy on
which it had been elected, namely: severance
of the connection with Britain and the trans-
formation of Ceylon into a "free, sovereign and
independent republic"; nationalisation of the
banks and foreign trade; state direction of the
British-owned agency houses and of the tea,
rubber and coconut plantations; the withdrawal
of diplomatic relations with Israel pending a
satisfactory settlement of the Arab-Israeli
war: and the establishment of diplomatic
relations with the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
and the German Democratic Republic,

Since coming to office, the "United Front"
government has, under pressure from the
Communist Party, been pursuing a policy of
"closer association with", i.e. greatep
dependence upon, the Soviet Union,

The "United Front" government is, of
course, not a socialist government of the
working class, and the next stage of the
Ceylonese revolution is the organisation of a
socialist revolution, led by the working class,
This, however, requires the leadership of the
working class by a Marxist-Leninist vanguard
party which, with the surrender to revisionism
of the leadership of the Communist Party, does
not exist at present in Ceylon,

In these circumstances frustration at the
relative lack of progress of the Ceylonese
revolution and dissatisfaction with the fact that
the "United Front" government (neppesenting

the interests of the national bourgeoisig) naturally - -

wished to hold back the revolution at the stage

-
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of national capitalism, caused many young

people drawn from the petty-bourgeoisie to

give their allegiance to a semi-anarchist
political organisation called the Janatha Vimukhti

Perarnuna (JVP) (People's Liberation Front),
headed by Rohan Wijeweera, a former student
at the Patrice Lumumba University in Moscow
who became emotively disillusioned both with
the right revisionism of Moscow and the'left"
revisionism of Peking.

In April 1971 the JVP opened guerrilla
warf are in the countryside directed at the over-
throw of the "United Front" government.

That this movement was in no way one of
the working class is highlighted by the unprec-
edented action of the government in agreeing to
arm the working class for the defence of the
state, Whatever the subjective motives of these
rural guerrillas, the objective effect of their
success could only be to destroy a national -
democratic state and allow it to be replaced, not
by a socialist state of the working class, but by
a counter-revolutionary pro-imoerialist state.

However this objectively counter-
revolutionary guerrilla movement was given
full support by the diplomatic representatives
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
in Ceylon, who saw in it the possibility of win-
ning away Ceylon from its association with the
Soviet Union into the projected alliance of
"independent small states" which they were
attempting to sponsor.

With the crushing of the guerrillas, the
Korean diplomats were expelled from Ceylon.

The recent events in Ceylon and elsewhere
demonstrate that in the contemporary world -
where small states are threatened on every
hand by great imperialist and capitalist powers
and where these powers are already lining up

into rival blocs in preparation for a Third World

War - the atterrpts of such small states to steer
an "independent", "centrist" or "neutral" course
are doomed to failure - unless they can secure
the backing of a powerful mass movement of the
working people over a considerable area of the
world. .

Thus, the attempts of the revisionists of
North Vietnam and North Korea to maintain
such a "centrist" course are now coming to an
end. With the decline of the economic and
military power of U.S, imperialism relative to
that of Soviet neo-imperialism, the national
bourgeoisies of these two countries are
beginning to see the greatest threat to their
independence as coming no longer frorm
Washington, but from Moscow. Geographically,
both these states are protectively separated
fram the Soviet Union by the territory of the
People's Republic of China and ideologically
(as has been demonstrated in RED FRONT,
March 1970; p.7-10) the revisionism of their
leaders is far closer to that of Peking than to
the right revisionism of Moscow, which is

Uploaded ﬁOfZ :

designed primarily for use arnongst the
working classes of developed industrial
countries,

The logic of the changing world
situation is thus driving the North Viet-
namese and North Korean national
bourgecisies, and the revisionist leader-
ships which represent their interests,
into the arms of the developing US-
Chinese bloc.

Both the ruling clasces of these
divided countries see in this course the
possibility of securing the peaceful
unification of their countries within this
bloc with the approval of United States
imperialism. .

A year ago, describing the (fevelog-
ing Washington-Bucarest Axis, we said:

"The Romanian ultra-revisionists,
who wish to detach their country from
theSoviet-dominated bloc of states, 100k
for support primarily to US imperialism...

At the same time as developing
relations of collaboration with \Washington
the Romanian ultra-revisionists have not
neglected to reaffirm similar relations
with th.e potential ally of the US imper-
ialists in the Far East - the People's
Republic of China." (RED FRONT,March
1970; p.32).

During the last year the Romanian
ultra-revisionists, headed by President
Nicolae Ceausescu, have been acting as
high-level secret interrnediaries between
the U,S. imperialists on the one hand,and
the Chinese, North Vietnamese and North
Korean naticnal bourgeoisies on the other.
Ceausescu's June journey to Peking, Hanoi
and Pyongyang (on which he will pass
through Moscow without breaking his
journey) represents a_serious attempt to
find acceptable terms to bring the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea
into the developing Sino-U.S. bloc,

The fury of the Soviet neo-imperial-
ists at this development is reflected not ;
only in their unpublished note of protest :
to Bucarest on the anti-Soviet oveptones;
of Ceausescu'’s Far East trip, but above
all on the placing under house arrest for
several weeks of the Vietnamese delega-
tion, headed by Le Duan, to the 24th
Congress of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (March/April 1971); on his
release Le Duan significantly flew
straight t» Peking.

POLAND: THE POLISH WORKING :

——— " — {—— f—— - —— \————

———————— — —— —— ———— — —

With every step which the revisionist
leaders of the eastern Europeancountries
take in the restoration of capitalism, the
law of the antagonism between workers
and management, between exploited and -
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exploiters, operates with ever increasing
—intensity. For.a time the operation of this
law, the law of the class struggle, may be
held back - principally by means of dema-
gogic propaganda about the continuing
existence of a "socialist society", But the
fact of exploitation cannot be concealed from
the exploited for long. )

In December 1970 (that is, just before
Christmas) the Polish government announced
an increase in food prices, together with a
twelve-month freezing of wages,

On December 14th, workers marched
to the Party headquarters in Gdansk,singing
the "Internationale", to protest at these
measures. They were met by police with gas
bombs. On the following day they returned
in larger numbers, fought off the police with
stones and Molotov cocktails, and set fire to
the party offices.

On December 16th, the demonstrations
spread to the shipyard workers in Gdynia
and Szczecin, who occupied the office build-
ings and held members of the management as
hostages,

On December 17th the Prime Minister,
Jozef Cyrankiewicz, read out on TV an order
to the police and troops to fire on workers
taking part in any further demonstrations.
The workers replied by issuing a call for a
nation-wide general strike on December 2lst,

On December 20th, on the eve of the
general strike, the Central Committee of the
Polish United Workers' Party met and
decided that concessions had to be made to
the working class, Wladyslaw Gomulka, the
revisionist leader imposed on the Polish
Party by the Khrushchovites in 1956, was
removed from the position of First Secretary
of the Party and replaced by Edward Gierek,
formerly secretary o the industrialised
Silesia district of the Party. The Central
Committee also relieved four other members
of the Political Bureau of their positions,
including the President, Marian Spychalski,
who was replaced by the former Prime
Minister Cyrankiewicz,

On February 12th,
workers (mostly women) went on strike in
Lodz and defied all attempts at persuasion
and intimidation, Three days later a joint
Seéssion of the Political Bureau of the C.C, of
the Party and the Cabinet announced the
cancellation of the food price incr*eas;s-.

The momentous events in Poland have
not chang?d.- could not change - the charactep
e e spomaseons maia ons. Thesvore

» militant outburst of the

working class against their new exploiters,
For this

Spontaneous, militant movement to
be transformed into a revolutionary move-
ment that wil) eventually Sweep away the new
Polish bourgeoisie and Pe-establish a

10,000 textile

socialist Poland, the leadershiBPBf¥ N fxist-
Leninist Party of Poland is essential.

YUGOSLAVIA: THE SOVIET-USTASHI

In the 1940s the titoite revisionists turned
Yugoslavia from the path of constructing
socialism to that of restoring capitalism -
SO0 coming to represent the interests of a new
bureaucratic capitalist class which exploits
the working people in a manner whichdiffers
only in its superficial form from the manner
of capitalists in the old-established capitalist
countries,

Like minority exploiting classes every-
where, the new Yugoslav bourgeoisie has
sought to maintain its power by encouraging
national prejudices and jealousies amongthe
different peoples within Yugoslavia. On the
basis of this nationalism the neo-capitalist
classes of, in particular, Croatia and Sepbié,
the two wealthiest of the constituent states
of Yugoslavia, have built up a movement for
greater autonomy for these states,

Under the nazi occupation, Croatia was
accorded the distinction of formation into a
separate "independent state", nominally under
the rule of the Ustashi, the Croatian fascist
party then headed by Anton Pavelich, Today
the Ustashi leaders are mostly in exile in
Western Europe, but they are far from
inactive politically: they see in the dismember-
ment of Yugoslavia an opportunity to return
to positions of influence, Headed by Branco
Jelic, who publishes the jo‘upnal "Hrvatska
Drzava" in West Berlin, they have been
particularly active in "educational work" on
behalf of the "national liberation movement"
for the constituent republics of Yugoslavia
among the Yugoslav workers forced to go to
Western Eu_ropean countries to seek work
unavailable in "socialist" Yugoslavia, Over
the last year Tito's secret police have been

-engaged in a campaign of murder against

these exiled fascists, who have replied with
A similar campaign of murder against Yugo-
slav diplomats abroad,

The national prejudices and jealousies
among the peoples of Yugoslavia have also
been encouraged in every way by the Soviet
neo-imperialists, who see in the dismember-
ment of Yugoslavia into small weak semi-
independent states the best opportunity of
reorientating the country from its present
gubopdination to United States imperialism
Into semi-colonisation by themselves. The
comr.non aims in this respect of the Soviet
Neo-imperialists, the new Croatian bourgeoisie
and .the exiled Croatign fascist leaders has
{'ed _m Peécent months to the formation of a

}M" Detween them, a "united front"
financed to a considerable extent by funds
from Moscow,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

s g Bt W A

A

D EOTIRT SPCT ¥ty SR SRR v e

@ L e A A e AR et N T L ar

i m et o2




Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2022 Bill Bland Internet Archive

www.ml-today.com RED FRONT ww(\;v.lm::zig'zsoi;sz.org
ploa

INTERNATIONAL DECLARATIO Continued from Page 2

have themselves repudiated Marxism-Leninism for the pseudo-left veriant of revisionism
known as "Mao Tse-tung Thought", By means of the most unoridled dernagogy and pseudo-
revolutionary phrasemongering, they work to divert militant activity into divisive, reactionary
racialist and nationalist channels., The world headquarters of this "left" revisionism in
Peking, where the leading clique headed by Mao Tse-tung and Lin Piao - following the
counter-revolutionary "cultural revolution" of 1966-68 directed against the Chinese Marxist-
Leninists, the Communist Party of China and new democratic state - have established a
military dictatorship on behalf of the Chinese national capitalist class.

A third concealed detachment of the capitalist class within the working class movement
consists of the "centrist" revisionist parties, headed by the Workers® Party of Vietnam, the
Workers' Party of Korea and the Communist Party of Cuba, These parties have established
in their respective countries forms of state capitalism masquerading as "socialism" and
represent the interests of the national bourgeoisie of these countries, national bourgeoisies
which were and are in sharp contradiction with the U.S. imperialists. For this reason, during
the Khrushchov era when the cardinal point of Soviet foreign policy was collaboration with
US imperialism, these national bourgeoisies found this foreign policy unacceptable and their
parties took up a "centrist" position, a position critical of Soviet revisionism. Following the
reorientation of Soviet foreign policy since 1965 towards collaboration with capitalist classes
and other social forces opposed to US imperialism, the leaderships of the "centrist"
revisionist parties have moved closer to the position of the Soviet revisionists and now function
as a semi-independent "left-wing" of Soviet revisionism, serving its purposes in spheres
where this has become discredited and, in particular, in its struggle against the pro-US ultra-
revisionists in the leadership of certain communist parties, such as those of Romania,

Britain and Italy. * '

Thus there have arisen on a world scale three principal forms of modern revisionist theory
and practice: the right revisionism o the Soviet neo-imperialists; the "left" revisionism of
the Chinese national capitalist class; and the "centrist" revisionism of the North Korean,
North Vietnamese and Cuban national bourgeoisies, These three variants of modern revision-
ism fulfil essentially complementary roles on behalf of imperialism in its offensive against
the maturing world proletarian-socialist revolution and its small but developing Maprxist -
Leninist vanguard. Soviet right revisionism is directed primarily at the long-established
working class movements of the developed capitalist countries, where the bourgeoisies want
revolution not at all; Chinese "left" revisionism is directed principally at the young, emerging
working class movements of the colonial-type countries, where the national bourgeoisies need
revolution in order to win their national freedom from the yoke of imperialism; and "centrist"
revisionism represents a semi-independent "left" wing of Soviet neo-imperialism¥*in its bid
to win the support of the national bourgeoisies, their petty-bourgeois political representatives

- and the working masses generally of certain smaller and weaker countries newly emerged
from domination by one or other of the established imperialist powers behind the attempt of
Soviet neo-imperialism to extend its world spheres of influence at the expense of the
established imperialist groups, above all of United States imperialism. Soviet right revision-
ism and Chinese "left" revisionism also serve the expansionist interests of the Soviet neo-
imperialists and the Chinese capitalist class respectively, whilst small-state "centrist"
revisionism serves the aim of the North Korean, North Vietnamese and Cuban national
capitalist classes in seeking to influence their ultimate master, Soviet neo-imperialism’ to
grant to them the status of comprador-type overseers of its developing imperialist-type
acquisitions amongst the emerging and underdeveloped nations.

In the present period of the General Crisis of Capitalism, international contradictions
between capitalist classes in different countries, and between alliances of such capitalist
classes, have greatly increased. This situation is leading inevitably towards yet anotherp
global war for the redivision of the world - this time between two vast imperialist groups
dominated respectively by the United States imperialists and the Soviet neo-imperialists, As
this process of polarisation develops, the imperialist powers of Western Europe, Japanese
imperialism, India and the small-state bloc of North Korea, North Vietnam and Cuba are
beginning to move towards the Soviet pole, while China, Albania, Pakistan and those neo-
capitalist states of Eastern Europe which have broken (or will at some future date have
broken) free from Soviet domination are beginning to move towards the US pole.

A future imperialist world war, which is even now at an embryonic stage of preparation,
would almost certainly destroy tite world capitalist system. But it would also bring such mass
slaughter and suffering to the wox\{:.ing people of the world as would make the two previous

# Qver recent weeks avidonce hus accummluted thal\‘*he "centriet"-revisionisti leaderships of North Vietnam and North Koroa have shifted
their asllegiance from Soviet neo-imperialism to \hinese state-capitaliam, and hence onto a course leading ultimately to alliance

with the U.S.
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world wars pale almost into imsignificance, Since the continuation of imperialism makes such a
world war inevitable, the strategic task of the working people of all countries is to destroy
imperialism prior to the outbreak of such a war; or, if this should not be possible, to snuff
it out at its onset by transforming the imperialist world war into civil war on a world scale |
against the imperialists. |

At this crucial moment in history, when the world working class is faced with the acute |
danger of fascist-type repression and devastating war, yet when the objective conditions for |
decisive advances for the world proletarian-socialist revolution are developing most
favourably, the world working class finds itself without the leadership of organised Maprxist-
Leninist Parties, In this situation, when the course of world history hangs in the balance, a
tremendous resporsibility rests upon the Maprxist-Leninists, as yet few in numbers, of the
developed imperialist countries, including our own countries, the United States of America,
Germany and Britain, Once again the contradictions of the Gen'eral Crisis of Capitalism are
operating to shift the main centre of revolutionary confrontation towards the developed
countries of the imperialist heartlands. On us falls the ‘proletarian-internationalist duty of
taking up the tasks of theoretical analysis, political leadership and organisational re-grouping
which the modern revisionists of right, "centre" and pseudo-left have so hideously betrayed,
and of developing Marxism-Leninism to new heights in preparation for the violent revolutionary
class upheavals which lie ahead.

The following are the main tasks which must be solved before the world proletarian-
socialist revolution can secure important advances in the coming period: '

In the developed imperialist countries: ,

1) the ideological and political influence of the "left" revisionist agents of the countep-
revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung, representing the interests of the Chinese
national bourgeoisie, and of the small-state "centrist" revisionism of the North Korean, North
Vietnamese and Cuban national bourgeoisies, representing the interests of both their own and,
ultimately, of the Soviet neo-imperialists, must be decisively broken;

2) Marxist-Leninist parties of the working class must be built on the basis of a correct
programme combining broad united front with vanguard armed revolutionary forms of struggle,
and with a firm and disciplined democratic-centralist structure;

3) Mass anti-imperialist united front movements must be built with the proletariat as the
leading force, based on the independent organs of struggle of the working class, the whole
under the overall leadership of the Marxist-Leninist vanguard Party.

In the colonial-type countries;

1) the ideological and political influence of the "left" revisionist agents of the counter-
revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung, as well as of the small-state "centrist"
revisionist leaders representing the interests of the North Vietnamese, and Cuban national
bourgeoisies and their ultimate patron, Soviet neo-imperialism, must be decisively broken;

2) Marxist-Leninist Parties of the emerging working class must be built on the basis
of a correct programme of striving to gain and maintain proletarian leadership in the
developing national-democratic revolutions and of striving for the uninterrupted transition to
the socialist revolution, and with a firm and disciplined democratic-centralist structure:

3) mass national front movements, embracing all classes which have an interest in the
victory of the national-democratic revolution (including, if and wherever possible, the national
bourgeoisie) must be built under the leadership of the working class, the whole under the
overall leadership of the Marxist-Leninist vanguard Party; with the inevitable desertion of
the national bourgeoisie from the national front in the course of development of the national
democratic revolution along these correct lires, this national front must be transformed into
a@ narrower united front embracing all classes which have an interest in the victory of the
socialist revolution, under the leadership of the working class, the whole under the overall
leadership of the Marxist-Leninist vanguard Party,

©n a world scale; : ‘

1) a Marxist-Leninist International must be established on the basis of a firm democratic-
centralist structure, in order to integrate the revolutionary programmes and policies of the
Marxist-Leninist Parties of the various nations and national sections of the world front of
struggle; .

2) a world anti-imperialist united front must be built and organised in an integrated
structure, with a world leading centre composed of representatives of the various anti-
imperialist national fronts and united front organisations in each nation and national section
of the world front of struggle,

The present stage of development of the world proletar ian-socialist revolution represents
nothing le'ss than the first onset of a world pre-revolutionary situation, We are now witnessing,
as a necessary pre-condition for the growth of this pre-revolutionary situation into a fully
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developed world revolutionary struggle on all fronts, the re-awakening of the proletariat in
the developed imperialist countries from their long reformist slumber and the first wave of
a new intensive round of class struggles which will lead to the opening up of the front of the

world proletarian-socialist revolution in the central strongholds of the world imperialist
system,

As in the case of a pre-~-revolutionary situation within a single country, the primary
aim of the class struggle now unfolding between proletariat and bourgeoisie is to determine
which of these two fundamentally opposed classes shall win the allegiance of the intermediate
classes and strata and so secure fop its class the decisive strategic advantage in the coming
final stages of the world proletarian-socialist revolution. To enable the truly revolutionary
class, the proletariat, to seize the decisive initiative in each nation and national sector
comprising this pre-revolutionary situation, and in particular to enable it to pass over to the
offensive and to realise in practice the unfolding of the world proletarian-socialist revolu-
tion on a world-wide front, the key factor is the establishment of programmatic and
organisational unity between the Marxist-Leninist vanguard parties that must be built in
every nation and every national sector,

The representatives of the MARXIST-LENINIST ORGANISATION OF THE U.S.A.,
the MARXIST-LENINIST ORGANISATION OF GERMANY and the MARXIST-LENINIST
ORGANISATION OF BRITAIN call upon all Marxist-Leninists throughout the world to begin
now the urgent and essential task of re-establishing in every country genuine Marxist-Leninist
Parties of the working class. In this way the nucleus of the new Marxist-Leninist International
can be formed, which will carry forward the great revolutionary traditions of the Communist
International and re-apply to the new worlc situation of heightened class antagonisms and
inter-imperialist contradictions the principles of scientific revolutionary leadership and
organisation first &veloped in theory and practice by Lenin and Stalin, and so begin the task
of elaborating a common international programme of struggle based on a Marxist-Leninist
analysis of the world situation and the perspectives of advance of the world proletarian- s
socialist revolution.

The future victorious outcome of the world proletarian-socialist revolution depends
to a considerable degree on the speedy and successful accomplishment of these .historic
tasks of revolutionary leadership on the part of the emerging and developing Marxist-
Leninist world vanguard, '

Workers of all lands, unite . \

Marxist-Leninist Organisation of the U.S.A.
Maprxist-Leninist Organisation of Germany
Marxist-Leninist Organisation of Britain

MARXIST-LENINIST ORGANISATION OF GERMANY FOUNDED

The Political Bureau of the Marxist-Leninist Organisation of Britain announces that a
Provisional Committee for a Marxist-Leninist Organisation of Germany has recently been
formed. A representative of the Political Bureau of M.L.O.B. recently held extended and
detailed talks with a representative of the Provisional Committee, M.L.O.G, at which he was
informed that the primary aim of the new brother organisation is to work for the speediest
possible establishment of the Marxist-Leninist vanguard party of the working class in
Germany and in the meantime to strive by all possible means to forge unity between potential
Marxist-Leninists through the waging of a principled struggle against all forms of modern
revisionism and so to assist in the essential tasks of theoretical and programmatic

clarification,

i he glorious Communist Party of Germany which up to the triumph of
HitlepiteAt%gceilgt tc(:’of.xm:egr'--r*evolut;ion in January 1833 had playgd. undeppthe leadepshig of Cde.
Ernst Thaelmann, the leading role within the Communist International in developing the
strategy and tactics of the mass revolutionary Red Front and of the principles of socialist
revolution in a developed monopoly-capitalist society, the Political Bureau of M.L.O.B.
extends to our German Comprades its warm fraternal good wishes and expresses the firm
conviction that its struggles on behalf of the German working class will result in the
restoration of the great traditions of the revolutionary vanguard of the German working class
and to a great new upsurge in its contributions to the international treasurehouse of Marxist-
Leninist theory and practice, and so to the development by German Marxist-Leninists of an
important and leading role in the building of the fundamentally necessary instrument of the
world revolutionary proletariat, the Marxist-Leninist International.
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In these circumsiances the movement for nationsl autonomy of
v the constituent republics of Yugoslavia has developed to the
point where last autumn, when Tito announced his imminent
resignation as Prosident _c-‘." Yugoslavia, constituional amendments
vere put forward t&gum republics such econcmic and

, R B e AR
L political mn.onou!:,,8 vould reduce the federal state apparatus

{0 & mere ‘!&@lé

Theae ‘.zmmuuom amendments should have come into force
" fn ‘Pr;l 1971, but the republics were unable to agree on the
extent of autonomy which would be desirable, in consequence of
the differing levels of economic development among them, The
' neo-capitalist classes of the two richest republics, Croatia and
' Serbia, wish, for exawpls, to retain within their republics the
entire foreign exchange resulting from their exports; the neo=
capitalist classes of the poorer republics, such as Albanian-
speaking Kossovo, wish, hovever, to share in the foreign exchange
yielded by their wealthier neighbours, At the time of writing
the constitutional amendments are due'to come into effect in July
1971, while Tito's resignetion has been postponed until August,

JAPAN: JAPANESE IMPERIALISM

A year sgo we said: A

"Soviet faoreign policy is directed towards the formation of
a military alliance with Japan and India directed priparily
. against China, But the formation of this alliance necessitates
* Japan and India first breaking free of domination by US
imperialism, ...
While the Japanese revisionists help the Japanese imperial-
ists by mobilising the working people of Japan to aseist them
%o free Japan from the yoke of US imperialism, the Soviet
revisionists are offering then markets and a share in the
exploitation of the Siberian workers now, and a "sphere of
infiuence" on the mainland of Asia after "pilitary victory",
(RED FRONT, March , 1970, p.33, 27-28).

In December 1970 the United States government announced that,
at & top-level meeting with representatives of the Japanese
government in Tokyo, it had agreed to_withdraw all U,S. troops
&nd alnost all combat aircraft from Jepan by mid-1970,

AUSTRALIA: AUSTRALIA MOVES

—————— ————— —— —

TOWARDS TOKYO

In the years immediately following the end of the Second World
War, the Australian capitalist class reorientated their policy
away {rom their previous dependence upon British imperialism, now
gravely weakened, into dependence upon the strongest imperialist
power in the world, the United States,

In the last decade, however, the economic strength of U.S, °
iwperialism has daclined, not only relative to that of the West
European imperialist powers and to that of Soviet neo-imperialism,
but also relative to that of Japanese imperialism, This change *
hes been reflected in a new reorientation of the Australian
Sconomy towards dependence upon Japanasse imperialism, As Jean

Knect, Pacific Editor of the French newspaper "Le Monde" expressed
it in April 1972:

"Japan has progressively ousted the United Kingdom and the
United States as Australia'a commercial partner, Last year
Japan became, by far, Australia's nusber one customer, having
absorbed, on her own, more than a thousand million fiollars'
worth of Australian goods = that, is, about a quarter of the
country's total exports and as much as Britain and the United

States together, During the next decade Japan will buy the bulk

1of Auatralis's sinerel production," (Sydney Norning Herald,
April 3rd, 1971),

HOSNG L
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In recent years Q@%M@Mg_g, sud as Mitsul
and Mitaishidi, heve begu tolorotots Australiels vast zineral
wealth on 8 larg: ,e&{; bo%n as & source of super-profite
8queezed fr ﬂ-"ﬁ Australian working class and 83 e ource
rav materials )\r Japanese industry, According to Wakasug}
the President of'the Mitsui Company, *ho recently visited
Australie to fnspeot his properties, Australia already
supplies 40% of Japanese iron ore requiresents.

The requirements of the Japanese trusts were the prisar
gause of the replacenent of John Gorton as Prime Minister By
¥illiem McMahon in March 1971, Gorton represented the
interests of the Australien national capitalists, that section
of the capitaliat class which sought to throw off the domination
of U.S. imperielism in order that Australien workers night be
exploited by Australian capitelists and not by those of foreign
povers, Confronted with the hostility of the powerful cosprador
capitalists, who favoured Australia's continued subordinafion
to foreign imperialism, the national cepitalists strove to
avoid complete isolation by not sesking to use the full power
of the state to enforce payment of the heavy fines inflicted
on trade unions under the notorious anti-strike legislation,
Gorton's successor, McMahon, is pledged both to "favour
foreign investment", and to "enforce the law" in relation %
the workers.,

of

CANADA:

Quebec forms a separate nation et present within the state o
Canada, a French-speaking nation with & lauguage, history and
culture quite distinct from those of the reat of Canada,

Quebec forms an oppressed nation within Canada, & nation
which is oppressed and exploited by the capitalist ruling class
of the dominant Anglo-Canadian nation, which is in turn a
dependency of United States imperialism, 38% of the population
of Quebec 1ive below the official poverty line; the province has
the highest infant mortality rate and the lowest life expectancy
rate in Canada; the wages of French-spesking workers are, on
the average, 40% lower than those of English-speaking workers
within the province itself; with 25% of Cenada's workers, Quebec
hae 41% of its unemployed; Montreal has the worst slums in
Canada,

As en oppressed nation, the French-Cenadien people of Guebec
have the right to self-determination to and includi 3

right to secession from Canada, The exercise of this right ces
be attained only by means of & nationsl-desocratic revolution.
The largest of the Quebec political parties which claim to

stend for the national liberation of the Quebac people is the
Parti Quebecois, founded in 1968 under the leadership of Rene
Levesque, With a membership drawn mainly froe the French-
Canadian petty-bourgeoisie, its programme is aimed at diverting
the national 1iberation movement along the constitutional path

. of "peaceful, parliamentary transition" to "independence". In

the provincial elections of April 1970, the Parti Quebscois
polled 24% of the vote, but won only 7 seats out of a total of
108 as & result of the rigged elsctorel system (it requires
sbout 5,000 vlectors to elect an N.P, in the rural areas of
Quebec, from 25,000 to 75,000 in the urban arees).

In the days when the Commnist Party of Canada vas a Harxist-
Leninist Party of the working class, it called for the national
1iberation of the French-Canadian nation by means of a national-
democratic revolution:

"The guerantee for complete self-determination (French
Canada) c¢an only be achieved through revolutionary action".
(Report of the Sixth National Convention of the Communist
Perty of Canads, 1929, cited in: "Communiat Viewpoini"
(Toronto), March/April 1971; p.22).

Now that the leadership of the C.P. of Caunada has embraced
revisionism, however, it calls merely for a "new constitution'
to be obtained through “"parliamentary peans", based on the
"federal union" of English-speaking and French-speaking Canada
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within "a united country':

"The preservation of Carada os a unitod country raquires a
new constitution ,,,, by which foderal wnion could protect the
Joint interests of the two pecples," (Report of ths 18tx

Convention of the Communist Party of Cenada, 1364, cited in:
ibid.; p.24).

In the absence of any Marxigt-Leninist Party that could provide
scientific leadership of the national-denseratic revolution, many
young militant elements of the petty-bourgeoisie, seeing only too
clearly the diversionary character of' ths "parlismentary road" to
national liberation, have been diverted from the organisation of
serious revolutionary activity into Yarious anarchist and semi-

=S SDArcist and semi-
anarchist groups. The most important of these is the Froat. do

Liveration de Quebec (FLQ) (the Quebec Liberation Front), which
last Autumn had a mezbership estimated at 150,

In October 1970 the F,1.Q, kidnapped James Croas, the British
Trade Commissioner in Montreal and, later; a proninent meoher
of the Quebec government, Pierre Laports, It offered their
release in return for: the publication and broadcasting of the
F.L.Q's manifesto; the release of 23 political prisoners, who.
should be permitted %o go to Cuba or Algeris; the payment of
£200,000 to the FLQ; and the reinstaterent of 400 post office
employees dismissed in a dispute over trade unicn rights,

The Cansdian Federal Government is headed by a figure drawn from
the French-Canadian comprador bourgeoisie ~ "trendy", photogenic
Pierre-Elliott Trudeau, elected in June 1968 on the slogan "One
Canada, One Nation", While pretending.to consider negotiation with
the FLQ, the Federal Government moved 7,000 troops into Montreal
and, at 4 a.m, on October 16th, on the pratext that the kidnappings
revealed a state of "apprehended insurrection” in Quebec, invoked
the War Measures Act (later supulementsc by the Public Order

Temporary Meesures Act), under which 2,300 howes of poraons suspected
of sympathy in any way with the movement for the mationsl liberation

of Quebec were raided without warrant and 434 such DErsona were
errested,

The fact that S0% of Fronch-Canadians are working class renders
the situation in Quebec objectively favoursble for the attainment
of lesdership of the naticnsl-democratic revolution by the working
class, and for the trensformation of the national-democratic
revolution into a socielist revolution, A yre-requisite for the
achievement of this Marxist-Leniniat revolutionary strategy in

Quebec is the leadership of the working class by & Marxiet-leninist

Party purged of all revisionist trends., The establichment in August
1970 of the nucleus of such a Party, THE STALINIST NUCLEUS (RED
FRONT, August/September 1970; p.2) is thus en event of the greatest
importance, to the working people, not only of Quebec and of
Canada, but of the world,

1

————————— — ———— —

In 1969 a "Popular Unity Front” was formed in Chils between the
revisionist Comsunist Party, the Sccialist Party, and four smaller

bodies, with an agreed programue, the main plank of vhich consisted
of nationalisation of the key sectors of the oconomy (for the most
part controlled by foreign (mainly U,S,) finance capital) so as to
produce a mixed state enterprise/private enterprise economy,

At the elections held in Septeaber 1970, the Popular Unity Front

became the largest group in the Chumber of Deputies, and ir

November & P,U.F, government took office, headed by Salvador Allende

a8 President,

Since its inception, the pceitive measures taken by the Allonde
government include the nationalisation (with compensation) of the
U.8,-owned copper mines (copper ascounts for 75% of Chilean )
oxports), the raising of the minimun wage by 66, the brocden!ngdo
trade relations with the Korean Democratic People's Republic, an .
the establishment of diplomatic relations with Cube and the People's

Republic of China,

Although presented by revisionist Commumnist Parties throughout
the world as a ehining exasple of "the peaceful road to social-
{az", the Allends governoent is in no way & socialist government
of the working class: 1% represents the interests of the Chilean
national bourgeoisie - which seeks to throx off the domination of
U.S. imperialiem in order that it nmay iteelf exploit the 'orki.‘ng
pecple of the country,

Even from o constd tutional viewpoint, the Chilean Popular Unity
Front Government 4s in a précarious position; it holds only a
ninority of seata in the Chamber of Deputies and can be thrown
out of office at any time in a vote of confidence, But the
impossibility of 1t attempting to take "the road to socialisn®
even if it wished to, is demonstrated by the fact that the armed
forees remain in the control of the ©08t reactionary, pro-
imperialist section of the ruling cless and have the power to
stage & military coup to destroy the whole perliementary system,

Of course, this last factor doss not make it impossible for the
Chilean working pecple to establish gocialisa, But they can do so
omly by creating their own revolutionary armed force to disrupt ;
and destroy the apparatus of coercion which faces them. But to .
urge this course would invclve repudiation of "the peaceful road’
to socialisn™ proached by international revisioniss, As Luis

Corvalen, General Secretary of the Chiiean Communist Party, puts
it: :

. "To hold that armed confrontation is inevitable implies the
innediate foreation of an armed people's militia, In the
present situation that would be squivalent t0 a mark of defiance

to the army*, (“Morning Star", December 2%9th, 1970; p.4). -
One can but agree with Corvalan, however, when he says:
"What nas happaned in Chile 1s not irreversible", (1bid,,p.4).

In fact, the "peaceful roed to socialisy", in Chile as wvery-
where, is simply the rosd to counter.revolution !

ITALY: THE ATTEMPTED FASCIST COUP

In December 19:70 the "National Front", a fascist body headed by

Prixrce Junio Valerio Borghese, working in conjunction with the

Americen C.I.A. and the Groek ruling militery junta, attacked the
Italian Minietry of the Interior in an attenmpted fascist coup, The
attempt was unsucoessful,

BANGLA DESH “ 7

Ever nince tha formation of the state of Pakistan by the Brltﬁh
imperialints, the 75 million Bengald people of East Pekistan have
been ruthlessly exploited, in colonial fashion, by the weelthy -
(mednly Punjabi) ruling class cemtred in West Pakistan, 1200 miles
away, and controlling through the military dictatorship of
Preaidont Yahya Khan the state apparatus of cosrcion of Pakistan,’

In recent years the natiocal bourgeoisie of both East and West
Pakistan have been eble to build political parties representing
their respoctive interests:

o, headed by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman;

in the East the Awami Le
in the Wee% the Pekigtan People's Part » headed by Zulfigar Ali

Bhutto,

The programmes of both these parties had a similar anti-
imperielist content: nationalisation of the banks, of transport
and of foreign-owned firms; the development of co-operative farms;
an independeat foreign policy, including withdrawal from SEATO and

CENTO, ;

But while the national bourgeoisie of East Pakistan wished to
end their colonial status, so that the Awaai League demanded
sutosomy for Eant Pakistan within a federal state responsible only
for defence and foreign affairs, the national bourgeoisie of West
Pekistan wished t0 retain the oppression of the East for their
own benafit as capitalists, so that the programme of the Pakistan-
People's Party rejected autonomy and demanded & strong,

centralised statls,
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In the elections held at lest in Decexber 1270, the Awami League
won 151 seats out of 153 in East Pakistan, giving them an absolute
majority of 151 seats out of 291 in the new National Assenmbly due
to mest in Dacca this spring, Constitutionally, the people of
Esst Pakistan had "wen" autonomy,

On February 17th, 1971, however, Bhutto ennounced that his
Pakisten People’'s Party would not participate in the National
Assembly "in view of the fact that they were in a minority"', On
March let, Yahya Khan declared that, in view of this boycott, the
opening of the National Assembly would, "in the interests of
democracy”, be indefinitely postponed.

As demonstrations and a gensral strike sgainst this decision
spread throvghout Eest Pakistan and Rehman pudblicly denounced it,
Yahya Khan banned the Aweni League, arrested Rahman as & “traitor”,
and ordersd the Pekistan aray to "restore order" in East Pakistan,

By the middle of April Yuhya Khen's largely Punjabl argy had
succoeded in occupying ths main urben centres of East Pekistan,

after an orgy of bloodshed and burning during which, on March 26th,
the "aovereign indenendent stats of Bangla Dech" was proclsimed,

The second phase of the war of nationsl liberation of Bangle Desh
is now beginning - taking the form at first of s guerilla war by
tho Bongali nationsl liberation army sgainst the batter-ermed,
more numerous forces of the oppressing ermy, It 1s & Jjust war, and
victory will bring sbout the dissemberment of the artificial state
of Pakistan and lay the basis for re-drawing the national
boundaries of tho Indien sub-continent on correct, ethnic lines,

The African "Empire" of Ethiopis hes the dubious dlstinction of
being the most beckward country in the world, with 93 of its 18
million people 1lliterate and en average income per head of only
£23 a year,

Since the Second World War, Ethiopia haa been a semi—colony of
United States imperialism, although nominally sovereignty is in
the hands of the despotic Ewpercr Haile Selessie in the capital,
Addis Ababs, Ethiopia bas been the largest recipient of US "aid"
on the African continent (§ 147 nilliom from 1953 to 1969); its
army and police are trained and commanded by U.S, and Israeli
officers; and the U.S. military base at Kegnev is the largest in
Africa, .

On their liberation from Itslien imporialism in the Second World
War, the million Eritrean people were arbitrarily forced - by  :i:
decieion of the then-US-dominated "United Nations" - into faderal
union with Ethiopia, but with their own "autonomous stete", In May
1960 the Ethiopian government forcibly dissolved the Exitrean
etate, and converted Eritrea into a mere provinco Tuled directly
from Addis Ababa,

The Eritrean Liberation Frost was formed in 1956, and in recent
years has taken up armed struggle for the nationmal liberation of
Eritres, Its armed forces nusber scme 2,000 and they are armed
eainly with s»ell arms received on credit from Libya,

In December 1970 the Ethiopian government declared 2 state of
Smeérgency throughout the country, and imposed martisl law over
Bost of the "province" of Eritreas, Since then two-thirds of the
Ethiopian ermy of 40,000 has been deployed in Eritres.

In Januery 1971 a comsunique from the headquarters of the
Eritrean Liberation Front in Damaseus claimed that its armed
forces controlled the major part of the rural area of Eritrea.

THE SADAT COUP_

EGXTPT: _____
Since the death of Nassor, two conflicting trends heve emerged

within the Egyptian capitalist cless - each standing for a

different method of trying to solve the problem of the continuing

occupation of Egyptian terriiory by the troops of their U.S.-

domineted neighbour, Israel,

\ One section, hoaded by former Vice-Presidont 414 Sabry, favoursd

the adoption of a phoney programme of “socielise" s & pretext

for completely subordinating Egypt to Soviet neo-imperigliem in

&2 alliance which wovld force Israsl to retreat from her present

UGANDA:

The other section, headed by President Anwar Sedat himself,

favoured confederating Egypt vith Syria and Lybias, in order to
offer to subordinate this corfederstion to US imperialise in
return for US pressure or her Israeli puppeis to withdrav their

forces,

The US ismperislists having indicated their interest in thia
second lire of approach, the President dississed Ali Sabry on
the eve of the visit to Egypt by US Secretary of State ¥illiea
Rogers, at the beginning of May 1971.

Socn afterwards several hundred prominent persons associated
with the pro-Soviet faction within the cgpitelist class -
including Ali Sabry; the Secretary-General of the ruling “Arsb

Socialist Union®, Abdul Nur; six Cebinest Ministers, including
the Minister of Defence, General Mohamed Fawzy, and the Minister
of the Intsrior, Sharawy Gomaa - were arrested in the name of
"oreserving the indspendence of Egypt from a coup engineered by
a foreign power",

Apprehensive for the safety of their massive economic and
military investzents (more then half of Soviet foreign “aid" has
gone to Egypt), tho Soviet neo-imperialiste immediately despatched
a high-level though "unofficial" delegation to Cairo headed by
Presidont Podgorny, The Egyptien government was pleased to sign
& 15-year "Treaty of Friendship and Co-operation" with the
Soviet Union, and to use it as blackmail to further persuade the
US imperialists fo pressure their Israeli puppets into a peace
ssttlement acceptable to the Egyptian capitalist class. '

THE_BRITISH COUP

In recen® years military coups against African states designed
to restore them o a semi-colonial status have for the most part
been engineered by the American Central Intelligence Agency, With
the decline of the economic and military sirength of United
States imperialiem, howaver, British intelligence agents have
begun to step out of the shadows, ¢

At the Commonwealth Conference which ended on Jamuary 22nd,
1971, a leading opponent of Heath's propossl o sell arms to
racist South Africa was Prepident Milton Obote of Ugenda, who
since 1566 has headed a regime representing the interests of the
Ugendan nationsl bourgeoisie,

On Janvary 25th, 1971 the regime of President Obote was over-
thrown by & military couo led by the comsander-in-chief of the
Ugendan srmy, General Idi Amin Deda, in conjunction with the

British secret service and the Ieraeli militery mission in Uganda,

Two days later, on January 25th, Amin declared that Uganda
would remain in the Cormonweelth despite the British government's
attitude to South Africe, He praised British imperialism for its
ngound administration” of Uganda in the past, and declared that
the new government would do everything possible to maintain
friendly relations with Britain, The former administration's

programme for the nationalisetion of foreign firms would be
‘dropped, :

On February 2nd, 1971 General Amin proclaimed himself President.-

The pew military dictatorshij afms to build a basis for ita
support among the Buganda tribe, the largest tribe in Ugenda, by
restoring to its notoriously pro-British-imperialist chiefs the
privileged position thsy enjoyed prior to the advent of the Obote
administration in 1966, In pursuance of this aim, the new
government flew baok for reburial in Kampala the body of the late
Kebeke (King) of Bugenda, Sir Edward Mutesa, who died in exile
in London in 1969 of alcoholiem,

GUINEA: THE INVASION

In November 1970 Portuguese troops, together with West German
intelligence agents and mercenaries, invaded the west African
state of Guines from neighbouring Portuguese Guinea in an effort
to overthrow the regime headed by Presidsnt Sekou Toure, The
invasion was defeated, and in January 1971 Guinea broke off

diplosatic relations with the Federal German Republic in

consequence of that state's participation {n the invasion,
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THE GROWTH OF

OFFICIAL RACISM

The British monopoly capitalist class, like all
minority exploiting classes, has long followed
the dictum of the Roman slave-owners to
"Divide and Rule", It seeks to divide office
workers from manual workers, younger workers
from older workers, male workers from
female workers, Protestant workers from

him in loyal "Uncle Tom" fashion.

The clause which particularly delighted
Enoch Powell is Clause 29 concerning
"voluntary repatriation". He saw in this
"the ssed and hope for the future", thatis,
he saw it as a step in the direction of
"compulsory repatriation", i.e.deportation,

Catholic workers and Jewish workers, and
bl ack workers from white workers,

Until 1962 the propagation of white racismwas
largely left to unofficial fascist-type bodies
serving the interests of monopoly capital, while
governments at least pretended to maintain the
fiction that all citizens were "equal before the
law", The passage of the first Commonwealth
Immigration Act in 1962 raised the pernicious
doctrine of white racism to official level,since
when Labour and Conservative governments

- have competed as to who can show themselves
toughest on this question.

- The latest action in this field, and the most
comprehensive to date, is the Conservative

- government's 1971 Immigration Bill. The Bill
and its associated draft regulations attempts

to disguise its racist character by different-

“iating Commonwealth immigrants into "patrials™"
(who have a father or grandfather born in the
United Kingdom) and "non-patrials" (who have
not). The definition is designed to establish that
the overwhelming majority of "patrials" will be
white-skinned, while the overwhelming majority
of "non-patrials" will be black-~skinned.

"Patrials" are accorded the right of abode in

Britain, "non-patrials" are not. The latter may
be admitted on a temporary basis (initially up

- to a year) provided they are in possession of a
work permit for a specific job. The Bill provides
for the deportation of any "non-patrial” who fails
to observe the provisions of the Bill (which
include registration with a. regular reporting to
the police), or who becomes an in-patient in a
mental ward; it provides also for the deporta-
tion of the families of persons ordered to be
deported. The police are entrusted with securing
observance of the law - a task which will
include stopping "suspected persons" in the
street to inspect their papers, a practice little
different from that in South Africa under its
notorious Pass Laws.

One of the most significant features of the
Bill is the provision to issue work permits toa
"non-patria. " for a specific job, so that if he
ceases to be employed in that job he becomes
liable to immediate deportation., This gives, in

effect, the power of deportation to the employer
of any "non-patrial" who might fail to serve

of black people already permanently
resident in Britain,

Like all divisive laws, the Immigration
Bill affects not merely the black "inden-
tured" workers against whom it is spec-
ifically directed, but the whole British
working class, It needs to be fought,tooth |
and nail, by all workers, black and white,
who understand the elementary fact that a
blow against one section of workers is a
blow against all workers, that the way
forward lies only in building the militant
solidarity of the whole working class.

FOOTNOTES

A report issued in November 1970 by the
European Commission of Human Rights
states that the British Government delega-
tion admitted to the Commission that the
British Government's 1968 Immigration
Act was "racially discriminatory in
intention and effect", The Commission
rejected the British Government's conten-
tion that such discrimination was "justified".

-

=

In March the Rev. Colin Davis was forced
to resign from the BBC's religious pro-
gramme "Thought for the Day" following
his remark that under the new Immigration
Bill three out of four of Britain's "patron
saints" would have qualified for deportation
as "non-patrials",

In April the Home Office and Police began
a drive to deport "illegal immigrants".
Hamat Lakhami, Assistant Secretary of the
Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants,
said in Leicester on April 6th:

"We are getting'a great many reports of
police knocking on people's doors at night
and telling them to get out",

In a recent encounter in Scotland with
Italian photographer Ray Bellisario, who
makes his living by.taking "unofficial" photo-
graphs of the British Royal Family, Prince
Philip is reported to have shouted: "Why:
don't you go back where you came from?"
To which Mr, Bellisario replied: "Thank
vou”, in Greek. - R
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THE CEXY
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(Its clearly defined racist implications, together with what the Registrar-General
himself has admitted to be its "gross intrusion into privacy", caused many "heads of hbuse-
holds" to refuse to cooperate with the 1971 Census, While RED FRONT believes that, in case
of prosecution, the court should be used as a political forum, nevertheless, for those who
are reluctant to part with £50, the following imaginary report of the case of Albert Smith,
charged with a breach of the Census Act 1920, may be of interest as an additional legal

defence).

¥hen Albert Smith, of Coronation Street,
Stalybridge, was charged at Stalybridge
Magistrates' Court with a breach of the Census
fct, the only witness called for the prosecu-
tion waa a cansus enumsrator, Mr,N, Parker,
Mr, Parker stated thet he had attespted, on
April 22nd, 1971, to deliver a census form o
the defondant at 10, Coronation Strest, Stely-
bridge; the latter had, however, slammed the
door in his face, so that he hsd been copel-
led to push the form through the letier box
of the front door. On tho evening of April
27th he had returnsd to the eame address in
order to collect the completed census form,
but the defendant had shouted "No", and had
once zore slaxwed the door,

When the witness endeavoured to present as
evidence a docussnt produced by the computer ;
at the Cenous Office purporting to show that
RO census return had been received in respect
of Spith or in respect of his addrass, the
defendant, who was not legally represented,
objectod on the grounds thet such & document;,
produced by a computer, was legally admissible
as evidence in & court of law only, under the
Civil Evidence Act 1968, in civil cases, but
not in eriminal proceedings such as the
present case, After consultation with the
Clerk of the Court, the Megistrate (Lisutsnant
-Colnnel Hawes-Bickerstaffs) ruled that the
ovidence was inedmissible,

The defendant then undertook a lengthy
cross-examination of the witness for the
prosecution,

Q, Would you tell the Court, as briefly as
possible from your own personsl knowledge, my
geographical whoreabouts during the twelve
months prior to Census Day, April 25th,19717

A. I do not know,

Q. Then would you tell the Court, froa your
Own perecnal knovledge, my geographisal where-
abouts during the twenty-four hours befora,
and the twenty-four hours aftar, Census Night
(the night of April 25th-26th, 1971)7

A. T do not know,

Megiatrate: I fail to ses how this {s relevant
to the case,

Smith: I would draw your attention to Section
3 of the Census Order 1970, under whioh the
1971 Censue hao been teken, This states:

"A census shell be teken for Great
Britain on the 25th April 1971 and for
that purpose returns shall be made in
accordance with the provisions of this
Ordsr with respect to:

) ail porsons in Greet Britain (e,
on Censua night, April 25th-26th,1971)
and

b} all other peraons (being persons

vsually residsnt in Great Britain to
whou paragreph (¢) of columa (2) of
Group 1 ,,. of Schedule 1 refers",

Paragraph (¢) of column (2) of Group 1
of S8chedule 1 relates to:

"Every person ... who is ;mmlly
rosident in the dwelling or the part
of the dwelling ut who does mot spend
census night thare",

Since the witness for the prosecution
has admitted that, from his cwn pergonal
knowledge, he does not know my geograph-
ical whereabouts during the twenty-four
hours before and after Census Night
(April 25th-26th), the prosecution has
felled to establish that I was in Great
Britain on this night, And since he has
aduittod that, from his own personal
knewlsdge, he does not know my geogreph-
ical vheresbout®auring the twelve months
prior to Census Day (April 25th,1971),
the prosecution has failed to establish
that I ex & person usually resident in
Oreat Britain,

In other words the prosecution has
failed to establish that I am a person
with respoct to whom, under the Census
Order 1970, & census return shall be made,

Megietrato: And that is your case?

Seith: Wny no; I heve hardly begun to
cropp~exanine the witness as yet,

Meglatrate: Very well, .

Q, In the ccurse of performing your
duties az an enumerator, how Eany people
have you observad in bed within the
premisvd known as 10, Coronation Btreat,
Stalybridge?

Magistrate: That question appears to me
to be both {rrelevant and insulting to
the witnoss,

Smith: On the contrary, The question is
easeatiel to the cese, (To witness): Would

you please anawer the cucstion?
Q. I have never observed anyone in bed at
thet address,

A, Or sieeping on the floor?
Q, No,
S;i’dz (to magistrate: I would draw *he

attention of the Court to Section 5(1) of
the Census Order 1370, vhich laye down tha
the pareou prescribed o make the return
in comnection with Form H for "privete
hoaseholds® ghall be:
Pthe head, or person for the time bein
acting as the head, of eath private nouse
hold ocsupyirg any dwellirg or pert of &

gwslling,*
Now the accepted legal definition of &

"dvelling" (as leid down in Attoraey-
General v, McLean (1863), 1 B & C 761) {ie:
¥g plece in which soxe parson or

porsorn nabitually lives and gleeps",

The witnees has adxdtted that he has
never geen anyone sleeping st the premiaes
known as 10, Coronation Street, 2o that
the prosecution has clesrly failed to
establish that these premises constitute a
dwelling, and thsrefore that a return in
connection with Form R for private house-
holds is required tc be made from that
eddrees,

Witusas: I must point out that I mede
enquiriss from the people at No,12, Corona
tion Streot ...

Smith: ¥hat the people next~door may or
Diy not ngve said is heareay, and wot
sdrigeible as evideoncs, What is tue legal
definition of "the head of a household"?
A4: So far as I know thore is no legal
dofindtion,

Q: In fact, the Registrar-General nas
steted publicly that there is mo legal
definition of *head of 2 hougehold" and
that eash househcld must decide for itseif
vhom to regard as “the head® for consus
purpoges?

At T believe that is so.

Q: Then, in the case of “privete households
how do you determins who is the "head'?
A: By saking a member of the household,
Q: That 1a the only way to find out?

A: Ao far as I know,

Q: So that 4f a mesber of the household
refuses to tell you, you have no moans of
knowing who "the head® of that household
is?

A: o, But there is & Legal requirement
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to answer that question,

Q: You are,] prosume, referring to Section
17(1) of the Census Regulations 1970, which
states:

“Every prescribed person shall give to the
enuzerator such informetion as he mway
ressonsbly require for the performance of
.hh duties under these regulations".

A: Yes, I believe that is the wording.

Q: But who is the "prescribed person” who ie
required to give the enumerator such informe-
tion? This is laid down in Schedule 2,Colurm
1, parsgraph 8, in the case of private house-
holds, to be:

"The head or person for the tine being
acting as the head of every private house-
hold",

Consequently, if a person answers the door
to you and does not tell you who the house-
hold regerds as its "head", you have no means
of knowing?

A: No.

@: And since you have no means of Xnowing who
nihe head” cf the household is, you have no
peans of knowing whether the person who
refuses to tell you is "the heed of the house-
hold" or not?

A: No.

Q: So that you have no means. of knowing
whether & breach of the Census Rogulations

has been cormitted in this respect or not?

A: Fo.

Q: Now, you stete ihat on April 22nd you
pushed a census form througn the letter-box

of the front door &t 10, Coronation Street?

A: That is 80,

Q: When did you last see this census form?

A: At the time I pushed it through the
letter-box,

Q. Not since?

A: No,

Q: So, from your own porsonal knovledge, you
cannot say whether the form has been completed
or not?

A; No, I only know that you refused to give
it to me when I celled to collect it.

Q: But the Registra.r-ﬂenoral hes publicly
stated that it is in order to send in forms
by post - for exanple, to the Census Office?
A: 'Thet i8 B8O.

Q: Have you personally oxamined all the
census foras received at the Census Office?

A: No. But the compuber ..ec

Q: The computer is no¥ here to be S¥WOID. And
1t bas been ruled that a document produced by
& computer is {nadrissible in this case. Sinno
you adnit that you have not personally
exarined all the Census forns received at the
Census Office, you cammot sVear from your owm
peraonal Knovledge that no form has been
received at the Census office in relation to

oyself?
A: No,

As this completed the case .for the prosecu-
tion, the defendant then submitted that there
was no case to answer and that it ghould
consequently be diemissed, When this was
refused, the defendant then opened his

defence, saylng:
Section 8(1) of the Census Regulations

TR IR, SR UCAT P O W) 0SGROTe oo oy wra 0]

1970 states:

4 prescribed person ghall comply with
4nstructions contained in such forn"
(that 48, in Census Forn H).

What crae these instructions?
They are piaply:
1) to "complete this fora"; and
2) to "have it ready for collection
on Monday 26th April.

In other words, this regulation lays
no legal obligetion on a prescribed
person to deliver the Census forn to the
enumerator or to enyone else. It merely
requires bin %o complete the fore and to
have it resdy for collection,

The prosecution has produced no evidence
4o ghow that, in the case of the Census
Forn H left at 10, Coronation Street, this
has not been cozpleted; nor has 1t
produced any evidence %o show that it
was not ready for collection on April 26th,

It may be argued that Section 12(2) of
the Census Regulationa 1970, which states:

"the enumerator shall ... collect all
forms of return delivered by him"

mey be intervreted as 4implying an oblige~
tion on a prescribed person to deliver &
completed census fore %o the enunerator,
Not only is such en obligation not laid
down in the Act, the Order or the Regula~
tions, but this interpretation is clearly

negatived by the statenent in Census Form

H, which forms part of Schedule 3 of the
Regulations end which states:

“Anyone who wishes can ask the enum-
erator or local Census Officer for a
personal form which can be returned to
the epumerator or local Census Officer”.

Were the obligation on the enumerator
to collect all Torms deliversa by him ,
(Saction 12(2) of the Census Regulations

1970)to be interpreted as laying an
obligation on persons making returns ‘b?

deliver them to the enunerator, then the

advice in Schedule 3 that returns may be
gent to the local Census Officer would
bs illegsl. :

If & prescribed person does not deliver
& completed census fora to the onuuraior,
then clearly it is merely not "reasonsbly
practicablo” for vhe enumerstor to ‘
collect it.

gaction 5{(1) of the Census Order 1970
lays down that:

"fhe head, or person for the time being
acting ag the head, of each private
houschold ... shall _make 8 return”,

But Ya return" in accepted legal termin-
ology means simply “g docusent”, and

pakiog & retwn" meana "gompleting a docu- -

ment”. That "making & return' does not,
wlso mean "delivering" that return to some
other peraon is cloarly established by, the
xording of the Census Act 1520 (under &
which both the Census Order 1970 and the
Consus Regulations 1970 are pade), Thie
differontietes in several places between
"makirg" & document and "delivering" 1t,
For exasple, Soction 8(1) of this Aot
reads: i

.org

Upl
WIf any person «eos ploaded 2022

being & person requirea by any Order in .
Council or reguletions made under this Act
to make, sign or deliver any document,
makes, signs or delivers, or causes to be
made, signed or deliverad, a false document,
he shall be lisble .... " etc. {

To sum up, peither the Census Act 1920,
nor the Consus Order 1970, nor the Census
Regulations 1970, lays down any legal 0
obligation on the head of a household to
deliver & completed census form to anyone,
g0 that the head of a household who does not
deliver a completed census form to an
enumerator has cosmitted no offence.

e ———— e A}
I submit, therefore, in conclusion, th;t;
the prosecution has clearly failed to
egtablish: !
1) that I em a person in respect of
vhom & census return should have been nade;
2) that the premises known as 10, ¢

. Coronation Street, Stalybridge, constitute .

a dwelling occupied by a private household;

3) that I em the head of & household;

4) that I am & prescribed person who is
obliged to give the enumerator any informa~
tion or complete a return; ’

5) that & census form has not been
completed by me or was uot ready for
collection on April 26th;

6) that no form in regard to myself has
been received by the Census Office;

7) that even were I the head of & hous:-
hold and had failed to deliver 8-completed
census form to the enumerator or to the ’
Census Office, this constitutes & breach
of the law,

Mr. H. Butterworth, Counsel for the
Prosecution, summing 'up for the Crown,
argued that if the defendant's submissions:
were accepted, they would bring the whole -
machinery of the Census - as well as of the
1av - into ridicule, He submitted that, in.
spite of the legal ambiguities to which the
defendant had cunningly drawn attentionm,
the whole spirit of the Census Act 1920, =
and of the Regulations made under it, zade |
it obvious that the intention of the frazers
vas to make it compulsory for persons to :
deliver completed census formswhath ex to the
enuserator or to some other appropriate
authority.

The Magistrate, Lt. Col. Hawes-
Bickerstaffe, after conferring at length
with the Clerk of the Court declared that
he felt convinced that the defendant had
showm & most regrettable lack of coopera~ ..
tion with the authorities in relation to the
Census, vhich all conscientious oitizens
recognised was essentiel to enable Her 3
Majesty's Qovernment to ocarry on its work of
elevating the social welfars of the people,
Nevertheless, this was not & court of moral-
ity, and it wuet be admitted that the Crown

. had feiled to establish that the defendant’

had heen guilty of any offence against the-
law; he must, therefore, be acquitted,

The defendant's applicaticns for costs
sgainst the Crown was rejected.

—_—
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tion to US imperialism, while the Conserva-
tive Party has come to represent the interests
NATI ALISATI N of that section - now the dominant section -
S abaienbaplrigigeige i 1 apital which favours
AND pENATIONALTsATiON ZEUHSLTURR cHe

~ Nationalisation - the taking over of an
enterprise by the state - is often presented
by demagogues as "a socialist measure", It
is true that, after the working class has over-
thrown the political power of the capitalist
class and established its own political power,
its own state, then indeed the taking over of
an enterprise by this state is a socialist
measure, But this, of course, is by no means
the situation in contemporary Britain, where
the state is the machinery of rule of Big
Business, of monopoly capital; here national -

isation is in no way a socialist measure; it is
8 measure to enable capitalism to work more

effectively.

At all periods in all countries, capitalist
classes have indulged in measures of
nationalisation:

1) where an enterprise has established
a.monopoly of a product or service essential
to the capitalist class as a whole, enabling it
to appropriate part of the profits of the other

.capitalists by means of fnonopoly prices or

charges (e.g., enterprises in the field of
transport and communications - railways,
postal services, etc, in most developed
capitalist countries);

2) where an enterprise provides a
product or service essential to the capitalist

‘class as a whole but is unable any longer to

- function profitably (e.g., coal in Britain),

One of the few points of difference in home
policy between the Labour Party and the
Conservative Party in recent years has been

‘on the degree of nationalisation which is

considered desirable. Of course, a two-party
parliamentary system in which the electorate
can "choose" between two parties both
representing the interests of monopoly
capital, requires that there should be some
differences in policy between the parties, and
the association of the Labour Party with a

- policy of more nationalisation is to some

extent a survival of the old Fabian concept of
the construction of a "socialist" society

, through piecemeal nationalisation. Neverthe-
. less, in recent years the policy difference
. between Conservative and Labour Parties on

the degree of nationalisation which is consid-

. ered desirable has had 8 more material basis
, than that of mere parliamentary demagogy.

- This material basis lies in the fact that the

. Labour Party has come to represent the

~ interests of that section of British monopoly

capital which favours continued subordina-

breaking free of the past subordination to US
imperialism.

The Conservative Party thus favours - and
the Conservative government is putting into
practice - a policy of denationsiising all non-
monopolistic sectors of existing state enter-
prise which are "profitable", in order that
this profit may be appropriated by private
capitalist groups.

This is the motive behind the selling-off
of the state-owned chain of brewery and 203
public-houses in Carlisle (dividend to the state
in 1970: £71,000), of the state-owned Skyways
Air-Coach concern (trading profit in 1969:
£296,000) and of the state~owned travel
service of Thomas Cook & Son (dividend to
the state in 1969: £280,000), As part of the
same pattern, in December 1970 the state-
owned British Overseas Airways Corporation
was ordered to hand over its profitable routes
to West Africa to the privately-owned
Caledonian-British United Airways, and in
the same month Lord Robens resigned as
Chairman of the National Coal Board in
protest against the Government'’s proposals
to sell the Board's non-mining assets to
private enterprise.

United States monopoly capital, however -
the interests of which are represented in
Britain by the Labour Party - is less interested
in the ability of British monopoly capitalists
to make maximum profits than in the financial
stability of the British state, which owes them
millions of dollars, Hence the Labour Party
favours the retention by the state of some
profitable enterprises to offset the deficit
accrueing from the loss-making state enter-
prises,

In accordance with this picture, the
Conservative government's statement that the
loss-making sectors of Rolls-Royce are to be
nationalised only until they can be made
profitable is of significance.

T T T S T e St s s

T S S S S S e -

POLICE GAZETTE

Ex-Detective-Sergeant Harry Challenor,
retired from the police for framing demon-
strators and found to be "insane ", 1s now acting

as a paid informer for West Central Police
Station.

The Chief Constable of Huntingdon has asked
the local council at St, Ives to rename the

street in which a new police station is being
built,

Its present name: Pig Lane.
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ON LITEI

RATUIRE

by Andrei A. Zhdanov

(The leading Soviet Marxist~Leninist Andrei Zhdanov was
elected to the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the
C. P, S U... in 1938, by which time he was already an
authpmty on cultural questions. Like the great Soviet writep
Maxim Gorky, to whorn he pays tribute, Zhdanov was murdered

by revisionists,

In these days when revisionist-led Communist Parties every-

where prattle of "art for art's sak

e", when the literature,music

and films which emanate from the formerly socialist countries
now updep revisionist rule are every bit as decadent and
reactionary as anything coming from the older capitalist
coux}tpies,.Zhdanov's speech at the First All-Union Congress of
Soviet Writers is as important and topical today as when it was

delivered in 1934),

Conrades, parmit me to bring to the first
Congress of Soviet Writers and through the
Congress to all writers in the Soviet Union, at
the head of whom stands the grest proletarian
writer Maxim Gorky, ardent Bolshevik, greetings
on bebalf of the Central Committes of the
Commurist Party of the U.S.S,R. and of the
Council of People's Commissars,

Under the leadership of Comrade Stalin, the
Party ia organising the masses for the struggle
to destroy capitalist elements once and for all,
to eradicate the vestiges of capitelism in our
eoonomy and in people's minds, and to complete
the technical reconstruction of our mational
ecoromy, The eradication of vestiges of capita-
lisw in people's consciousness moans strugglo
egainst overy vestige of bourgeois influence
over the proletariat, ageinst laxity, frivolity
or idling, sgainst petty-bourgeois licence and
individualism, againet graft and dishonesty
towards social property,

Ve hold & trusty wespon to overcome all the
difficulties in our path, This weapon ig the
great and invincible teaching of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin, now being put into practice
by our Perty, Their great banner is triumphant
and it is to that triumph that we owe the
assenbly of this firet congress of Soviet writers,
Had there been no such victory, there would have
been no congress. Only Bolsheviks coyld btring
together such a congress,

The successes of Soviet literatire are
conditioned by the successes of socialist con-
structidon, The growth of Soviet literature
reflects the successes and achievemenis of our
socialist system, Our ntorat\n'g _19 the youngest
of all the literatures of all countries and
peoples, At the same time, 1t has the greatest
idea~content and it is the most advanced and
revolutionary,

There does not exist and never has existed any
literature other than Soviet literature to
organise the working people and the oppressed in
& struggle to destroy utterly any and overy kind
of exploitation and to shake off the yoke of wage
slavery,

There is not and never has been a
literature making 1ts basic subject-
matier the 1ife of the working class and
the peesantiry and their struggle for
socialism, There does not exiet in any
country in the world a literature to A
defend and protect the equality of righte
of the working people of all nations end
the equality of rights of women, There is
not, mor can there be in any bourgeois
country, a literature to wage consistent
war on all obscurantism, mysticism,
hierarchic religious attitudes and threats
of hell-fire, as cur literature does,

Only Soviet literature gould becoge and
has in fact bocome guch an advanced,
thought~izbued literature, It is one
flegh and bl th our poocialist

Sonstruction,

Soviet writers have elready written a
good ‘nusber of talented books, correctly
and truthfully depicting the life of our
Soviet land, We slready have several names
of whom we may be justly proud, The greet
body of Soviet authors is now fused with
the Soviet power and the Party, having
the aid of Party guidance and the care
and daily assistance of the Central Com-
nittee and the unceasing support of
Comrade Stelin, A1l the contradictions
between our syetem - that of wiétorious
socialism ~ and the dying, decaying
capitelist system, can be diatinguished
vith the greatest clarity in the light of
the successes of our Boviet literature,

¥hat can the bourgeois writer write or
think of, where can he find passion, if
the worker in the capitalist countries is
pot sure of his tomorrow, does not kmow
whether he will bave work, if the peasant
does not know whether he will be working
on his bit of land or throwa on the scrap

heap by e oapitalist orisis, if the work- ’

ing intelleotual is out of work today and
does not kmow whether he will have work

tomorrow? '

What can the bourgeois author write
about, what source of inspiration can
there be for him, vhen the world, from
one day to the next, zay be plunged once
more into the abyss of & nev imperialiat
war?

The present position of bourgeoia
literature is such that it is already
incapable of producing great works, The

ecling eca bourgesis 1iterature
derive from the decline and decay of the

italist p_and are a feature and
[ the

condition of bourgeois culturs and 14tera-
Xure. The days when bourgeois literature,
reflecting the victories of the bourgeocis
system over feudalise, was in the hey-day
of capitalism capable of creating grest
vorks, have gone, never to return, Today
a degeneration in subject matter, in
talents, in authors and in heroes, is in
progress,

Nortally afraid of the proletarian
revolution, fascisn is wresking vengeance
on civilisation, dragging men back to the
darkest and most berbaric periods of husan
history, throwing on to the bonfires and
barbarically destroying the works of some
of the finest men humanity has produced.

A riot of mysticiem, religious mania
and pornography is characteristic of the
decline and decay of bourgeois culture,
The “celebrities" of that bourgeoie litera~
ture which has sold its pen to capital are
today thieves, dotectives, prostitutes,
pimps and gangstera,

All this ie characteristic of the section
of literature that seeks to conceal the
‘decay of the bourgeois system, sesks in
vain to prove that nothing has happened,

" that overything is as it should be "in

the state of Denmark™ and that there is as
yet no decay in the capitalist struocture,
The bourgeois writers who feel the state
of affairs more asutely are steeped in
pessinisn, uncertainty as to the morrow,
praising the dark night, and lauding
peseimisn as the theory and practice of
art, And it is only & small section - the
most honest and far-sighted of the writers -
who are seeking to find a way out along
other paths, in other directioms, linking
their fate with the proletariat and its
revolutionary struggle.

The proletariat of the capitalist
countries is already forging its aray of
writers and artists - revolutionary writers,
the representatives of whom we are glad to
be able to welcome here today at the first
Soviet Writere' Congreas, The number of
revolutionary writers in the capitalist
ocountries is atill amall but it is growing
and will grow with every day's sharpening
of the class struggle, with the growing
strength of the world proletarian revolutios

Ye iral nced the few
) we_hav med
here ¢ ernel, the en £

& mighty army of proletarian writers to be
created by the world proletarian revolution

in foreign countries.
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Such 4s the position in the capitalist countries,
The opposite is true of our country, Our Soviet
writer draws the material for his work, his subject
matter and characters, his literary lanzuege and
words, from the life and experience of the people
of Dnieprostroi and Magnitostroi, from the heroic
epic of the Chelyuskin expedition, from the
oxperience of our collective farms, from tha
creative work now in full swing in the four

" corners of owr land,

In our country the main heroes of a literary work
are the active builders of the new life - men and

© women workers and collective farmers, Party and

state workers, engineers, Koasomols, Pioneers,
These are the main types and herces of cur Soviet
literature, Our literature is imbued with enthu-
siasw and heroism, It iz an optimistic literature,
not, it should be said, in any purely physical
sence of "imner" feeling, It is a fundamentally
optimistic literature, since it is the literature
of the rising proletarien class, today the only
progressive and advanced class, Our Soviet litera-
ture is strong because it serves a new cause ~ the
cause of socialist constructioa.

Comrade Stalin has called our writers, "engineers
of the human soul”, What does this mean? What
obligations does such an appelletion put upon you?

It means, in the first place, that you must know
life to be able to depict it truthfully in artistic
creations, to depict it neither "scholastically" nor
lifelessly, nor simply as "objective reslity", but
rather as reality in its revolutionary development,
The truthfulness and historical exactituds of the
artistic image wust be linked with the task of
ideological tranaformation, of the education of the
vorking people in the spirit of socialism, This
method in fiction and literary criticism is what we
call the method of socialist realism,

Our Soviet literature is not afraid of being
called tendentious, for 4n the epoch of class
struggle there is not and cannot be any classless,
non-tendentious and "apolitical" literature,

And 1t seems to me that any and every Soviet
writer may say to any dull-witted bourgeois, to any

philistine or to eny bourgeois writers who speak of
the tendentiousness of our literature: "Yes, our

Soviet literature is tendentious and we are proud of
it, for our tendentiousness is to free the working
people - and the whole of mankind - from ths yoke
of capitslist slavery,"

To be an engineer of the human soul is to stand
four-square on real life, And this in twrn means a
break with old-style roranticism, with the romant-
icism which depicted a non-existent life and non-
exigtent herces, drawing the reader away from the
contradictions and shackles of life into en
unrealisable and utopien world, Romanticism is not
alien to our literature, a literature standing
firmly on a materidist basis, but ours is a
romanticism of a new type, revolutionary romanticiss,

We say that socialist realism is the fundamental
method of Soviet fiction and literary criticiem, end
this implies that revolutionary romanticism will
appear as an integral part of eny literary creation,
since the whole life of our Party of the working .
class and its struggle, is a fusion of the hardest,
nost matter-of-faot praotical work, with the
greatest herolsm and the vastest perspectives, The
strength of our Party has always lain in the fact

that it has united and unites efficiency
and practicality with broad vieion, with
an incessant forward striding end the
struggle to build a communist society.

Soviet literature must be able to m;tru'
our heroes and to see our tomorrow, This
will not be utopian since our fomorrow is
being yrepared by planned end conscious
work today,

One cannot be an engreer of the human
soul without skill in writing, and it 4s
necessery to note that the writer's tech-
nique has weny specific characteristics.
You have many weepons at your disposal.
Soviet literature has every opportunity
of using all these weapons (genres, styles,
forms, end methods of literary creation)
in all their variety and fullness, in
sooking to make use of all the finest that
nag been created in this sphere by all
previous epochs. From this standpoint,
mastery of technique and critical assim-
ilation of the literary heritage of every
epoch are tasks that must be executed if
you are to become engineers of the human
soul.

Comrades, the proletariat is the sole
heir of the best in the treasure house of
world literature, as in other spheres of
material and spiritual culture, The
bourgeoisie has squandered the literary
heritage and we must bring it together
agein carefully, study it and then, having
critically assimilated it, move forward.

To be an enginoer of the human soul
means Tighting actively for craftsmanship
in words, quality in work. Our literature
is not yet meeting the demanda of our
epoch, The weaknesses in owr literature
reflect the fact that consciousness is
lagging behind economic life, a state of
affairs from which, obviously, our writers
are not exempt., That is why unceasing
work on educating themselves and fmprov-
ing their jdeological wsapons in the
spirit of socialism are the indispensable
conditions without which Soviet writers
cannot change the consciousness of their

readers and thus be engineers of the human
aoul, ;

We need great skill in our creative °
works and in this respect the help of
Alexoi Maximovich Gorky is invaluable -
invaluable the help he gives the Party
and the proleturiat in the struggle for
quality in literature, for craftemanship
in language,

Soviet writers have therefors all the
necossary conditions for creating worke
worthy of our epoch, works from which
contemporaries may learn, and works for
future generations to take pride 1in,

A1)l the conditions for Soviet literature
to produce works worthy of the adult and
mature magsees have nov been oreated,

After all, it ie only our literature
which 48 able t0 be a0 olosely linked
with its readers and with the whole lige
of the working people as is the ocase in

the U.S.S.R. This present congress
is particularly revealing, The
congress was not prepared by
writers alone, The whole country
prepared it with them, In this pre
paratory work there were plainly
apparent the true sympathy with
which Soviet writers are surrounded
by the Party, the workers and
collective farm pessantry and also
the demands the working class and
the collective fermers make of
Soviet writers.

In our country alone are liters-
ture end the writer raised to such

heights.

Orgenize the work of your con-
gress, and the future work of the
Union of Soviet Writers, so that
the work of the writers accords
with the socialist victories
achieved,

CREATE WORKS OF GREAT CRAFTSMAN-
SHIP, OF PROFOUND IDPOLOGICAL AND
ARTISTIC CONTENT.

BE THE MOST ACTIVE ORGANISERS @@
THE REMOULDING OF PEOPLE'S CON-
SCIQUSNESS IN THE SPIRIT OF
SOCIALISM.

STAND IN THE FRONT RANKS OF THE
FICHTERS FOR A CLASSLESS SOCIALIST
BOCIETY!

-

The-attention of workers
in the field of the visual
arts , as well as of all
militants and activists
concerned generally with
the development of a prol-
etarian socialist art, is
drawn to the Appeal issued
by the Provisional Commit-
tee of the Union of Socialist
Artists which is enclosed
with this issue.

In view of the total
collapse of the various
forms of pseudo-left avant-
gardism which have for so
long lorded it in the left
movement, and the conse-
quent pressing need to
develop skilled cadres in

this field so vital to social-
ist propaganda, RED FRON"
feels sure that the Appeal
of our socialist artists will
find a ready and enthus-
iastic response amongst

all art workers who
genuinely wish to serve

the cause of the working
class and socialism.
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March by the government, were:
.
! 77 ,E L A NDLORDS ’ 1) Rents of dwelliags in ew buildings should be completely free
of control;
- 2) K21 "aontrolisd reat dwellings should be transferred to the
C ‘ , 89 "unragietered regulated rents® category, 1,8, should be made
A R ZEP the wubjsotl of “privets egreesent” between landlord and tenaitt
except o0 appInl o a Rents Officer;

3) The ofZicial "freesing of unrsgistorad "regulated” rents
{€lrsady homovred pere in the breach than in the observance)
should be abolisheds

At present there are three types of rent 4) Rent Tribuaals should ba replaced by Rent Officers;
for unfurnished dwellings rented from 5) Rent Tribumals (cr their successors) should have the right to
private landlords: . incrense reuts of "unfwnished” accommodation when granting &
period of security of tenuzs;
1) Controlled rents, fixed at twice the 1956 6) Security of temwe (other than that of up to six months granted
gross value; these rents apply only to lower- by a Rent Tribungl or its successor) should not be extended to

Mafurndshed? dwellings; and
%) Deliings let to atudents should bs completely free of rent
coatrol and without security of temure.

It is interesting to note that the Greve
Report on "Homelessness in London", submit-
ted to the Francis Committee as evidence_
prior to its publication in May ,1971, was kept
from the Committee by its Chairman,

valued dwellings still occupied by the same
family as in 1957;

2) Unregistered "regulated" rents, fixed by
"private agreement" between landlord and
tenant but officially (though rarely in
practice) "frozen" at the level of December
1965; and

3) Registered "fair rents", fixed by Rent
Officers (or, on appeal, by Rent Assessment

Committees). THE NEW "POOR LAW" #
Tenants in "furnished" accommodation ° The Family Incomes Supplement Act 1971
(the definition of which is conveniently gives a state grant, called a "family income

vague) are uncontrolled, although on the supplement" to any family whose income is
s : o below a certain level but whose chief bread-
application of the tenant a Rent Tribunal may winner is in full-time employment.

reduce the rent and grant security of tenure The systew involves the fixing of an erbitrery "poverty line",
for up to six months. In view of the shortage  which ssaumes that s fently of hueband, wife end one child with
of accommodation, most tenants pay for & gross indows of £15,00 1s just abows the “poverty lins". Thus,

to obtain a Zamily income supplament of 0,20 a week, the gross
incoms of a fexily zonsisting of husband, wife and children wust
be £15.85 or less,

 "unfurnished" accommodation the rent
demanded by the landlord. Of tenants who
appeal to tribunals, 80% are no longer in

occupation of the premises concerned a year It should be noted that the family income supplement is Dot

jatondad 4o bring the incoxe of families bolow the "poverty line"

l_atef'- ) up_to the "poverty 1ine"; on the contrary, the supplement is

) The fact that the rents of "furnished" fixed at half the 44¢fference between the family's income abd the
dwellings are, in practice, uncontrolled has income lavel of the "poverty line”, Thie is necessary, it is argued,
resulted in many formerly unfurnished in order to give an inceniivs to a worker whose faxily is below

dwellings being converted to "furnished" in the “poverty 1ine" to work harder and longer. It is bslieved that
160,000 working class femilies will, if they undergo a means test,

recent years, In London in 1964 18.4% of
PEEE ly ted dwellinge were "fur:\ished"' qualify for family income supplemsnts; of thease 54,000 are
privately rentie g ?  fetherless fesiliss,
by 1969 the proportion had risen to 24%.
To find a system of subaidies to wagss of this kind, it is

In the eighteen years from 1951 to 1?69 necessary to go back a hndred snd fifty years to the notorious
the number of dwellings rented from PRVate g, panand systes Shteodeasd 44 1795, by shich the wages of

landlords declined from 6.2 million to 2.9 farn vorkera in southern England were supplemsntsd up to a certain
million, The latest report on rents, that of leval from the pror-rates, Its result, of course - and this is
the Francis Committee, has been dorninated the intsnded effact of the Family Ircome Supplements Act of 1971 -

was 15 sncourege erployers to pay lov wages, and to pass part of
the "burdan" of weges from the owployar to the community.

It should slsc he ramambered that the Spesenhamland system led
directly to the fare workera revslt of 1870,

by the idea that the primary function of a
rents policy is to check, and if possible,
reverse this trend by making it more
"ppofitable" for landlordsto Stay inbusiness.

The committee concerned, set up by the
Labour Government and headed by Iligh
Francis Q.C., consisted of three lawyers, In April 197) Dscrond Dornglly, former Labowr M.F. for
one surveyor and one layman - 8 L.abour Pomorcke, joinnd tha Ccaservetive Party,

Q In tha gusz wonth Richard Macsh, former Labour Minister of
who disagreed with the Fcaer ettt !
Par Ly alderman o g Transport, vas uppointed Chairoan of British Rail by the Con-

majority findings and issued a minority pervative goravnaent,

Pepot‘t. Perbang & nsv developaant in ”Pu".‘llg" ?
The principal recommendations of the

Francis Committee, which were accepted in P

FROM SWINGS TO RCUNDABOUTS
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There should now be no doubt remaining in the mind of any reasonably developed
and politically conscious member of the &spiring socialist movement in Britain but that the
period since the installation of the Tory Government last year has witnessed a catastrophic
collapse in the level of spontaneous class militancy, and even of the most basic forms of
activity, revealed by the revisionist and trotskyite organisations and groups. For the past
25 years or more, these "socialist" and "communist" organisations have dominated the
working class movement, and the sum outcome of all the tons of paper, all the high-flown_.
promises and assurances of easy victories "just around the corner" has been a series of "
betrayals - on every fundamental issue from wages and living standards to intepnationalist;
solidarity - which has made the British "left" movement a laughing stock and a byword-Yor
corruption throughout the world,

Rshiid:

But now the pigeons are truly coming home to roost., For the lowering climate
of intensified oppression and rising class struggle which is now looming makes for
uncomfortable weather for these political lounge-lizards, So now - CPGB revisionists,
trotskyites and maoist. "left" r evisionists alike - are scurrying to their funk-holes to
await a kinder season. Where today are the rabble-rousing, demagogic speeches, the false
optimistic forecasts, the promised "mass movements" of "solidarity", for "peace, democracy
and socialism" which but a few months previously were to be heard on every hand? Where
now the loud trumpetings of infantile petty-bourgeois "protest" which flourished stridently
in the fetid hothouse of Wilson's permissive Britain? Having fulfilled their diversionary and
divisive role of provocation, with the first crack of the Tory ringmaster's whip, all have
bolted for the wings, from whence - as with the much vaunted campaign of opposition to the
Industrial Relations Bill proclaimed by the TUC at the beginning of the year, and to which
even the pygmy Gollan attempted to add his avuncular tones - they hope to conduct their
wordy battles in an imagined greater security,

Once again, then, the stench of class betrayal hangs thick in the air - that same
stench which polluted the political atmosphere of 1931, Today, monopoly capitalism is moving
at breakreck speed into an even more devastating whiriwind of crises, more irreconcilable
than ever before - and, now as then, the vultures of reaction are sharpening their claws,
ready to swoop on the corpse of the traditional reformist-constitutional labour movement,
ready to tear from it such pickings as the fascist soldiery of the corporate state will leave
them after their monopoly-capitalist masters have enjoyed the lion's share,

We must ask, however: who will be the Ramsay Macdonald of 1971 ? For the
Labour Party is now virtually exposed as a party representing monopoly-capital within the
working-class movement - to be precise, that section of monopoly-capital which is dependent
upon and looks towards the U.S,, as distinct from the West European, monopolies, A little
reflection on the above record of betrayal already, at this early stage, perpetrated against
the struggle to defeat the Industrial Relations Bill shows that we have to look further to the
"left" for our answer: he will, in fact, be found in the whorehouse of modern revisionism
and trotskyism, which is increasingly being run jointly by Messrs, Foot, Gollan, H ealey,
Jordan and Birch of corrupt pseudo-left social ~-democracy, To expose, isolate and ultim-
ately drive out these new-style class traitors, whose aim it is to emulate Ramsey Mac-
Aonald's inception of the National Govt,'s of the '30s by assisting in the operation to rescue
labour reformism through erecting a new type of "left" labour party wearing a more accep-
table "militant" mask is therefore a primary task of all principled socialists and aspiring
Marxist-Leninists, The question, however, remains; how can this aim best be achieved ?

Here, the entire experience of the working class in struggle demonstrates overp
and over again that political propaganda alone, however skilful or hard-hitting its polemics
will not alone suffice to cleanse the Augean stables of revisionism and trotskyism. Still ’
less will the methods of opportunist demagogy suffice any longer to whip up a sho.r't-uved
militancy on insecure and unstable emotional~populist foundations, In fact, nothing short of

"
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the mobilisation in struggle of the most advanced and politically conscious levels of the
working class, the potential rank-and - file cadre force of the future Marxist-Leninist van-
guard party and embryo of the future mass Red Front, the base of the socialist revolution

in Britain, and the unleashing of the still unconscious and unrealised, but for that very rea-
son pent up, revolutionary energies of the working class and working people can suffice for
this task, The most fundamental question of Marxist-Leninist revolutionary strategy and

tactics is: how can this most effectively, most rapidly, most powerfully and in the most
principled way be achieved ?

In capitalistically underdeveloped colonial-type or newly-emerged countries in
which bourgeois or national -democratic demands have either not yet been won or else only
recently been acquired,and in which the relatively early stage of development of capitalism
results in a relatively large petty-bourgeois class (primarily peasants), it is the alliance
of the working class with this overwheimingly numerous petty-bourgeoisie which gives the
proletarian - socialist revolution - when finally the conditions for its onset out of the pre-
ceding national-dermnocratic stage are mature - its mass base. In such a moment of rev-
olutionary transformation, it is the bourgeois stage of the revolution which lends the pre-
dominant weight of struggle to the revolutionary movement directed against a mainly @
external enemy, imperialism - a struggle which can unite all oppressed classes and strata
increasingly under the leadership of the young working class unti. the national bourgeoisie
betrays the revolution , as it ultimately and inevitably must. Then the overall conditions
are ripe for the working class to assume the leadership of the revolutionary forces and to

take all necessary steps to transform the national-democratic into the proletarian-socialist
stage of the revolution,

But in capitalistically developed, imperialist countries this path is not possible,
amongst other reasons because the petty-bourgeoisie has already been obliterated through
the process of class polarisation , and the working class has become the overwhelming
majority of the population. As against this, however, the working class tends to become very
heavily stratified and its economically better-paid sections tend to become corrupted in the
atmosphere of social -imperialism which develops when monopoly-capital attepts to bribe
off the top stratumn of the labour aristocracy and installs it as a part - and an increasingly
important part - of the political forces of the bourgeoisie, In such countries, of which
Britain is perhaps the most polarised and stratified, because it is the oldest, the only poss-
ible course of development towards the proletarian-socialist revolution is one which bases
itself on the need to build, under the overall guidance and leadership of the Marxist-Leninist
vanguard party, & mass revolutionary front which is sufficiently all-ermbracing, sufficiently
highly organised, sufficiently disciplined and integrated with the Marxist-Leninist vanguard
and sufficiently flexibly deployed throughout all levels of the working class as to enable a
process leading to and culminating in the elevation of the working class to the position of
the leading, decisive class in society to begin to develop, Our fundamental question posed
above therefore divides into two more specific, concrete and interelated questions, the one
positive, the other negative: how to incept, develop and lead a process of objective, :
spontaneous class struggle in such a way that it culminates at a certain stage in the emer-
gence of those two essential components of any successful proletarian-socialist revolutionary
movement in a developed monopoly-capitalist country: firstly of a Marxist-Leninist vanguard
party, at least in nucleus; an:’, secondly, the construction, level by level, section by section,
of the mass base of the revolution, the Red Front, consisting of highly organised, disciplined
and united independent organs of struggle , Both these related components have to be able
to lift up once again the besmirched banner of militant class struggle and revolution at the
point where the revisionists of right, "left" and "centre" had let it fall in the mud and of
raising it to new heights of scientific, Marxist-Leninist leadership, '

’

Clearly, this process and its outcome depends to a considerable degree upon the
objective maturity and level of intensity of the spontaneous class struggle, arising as a
consequence of the attempts of monopoly-capital to solve its crisis at the expense of the
working masses, But, conversely, spontaneous class militancy alone can never develop of
itself into a disciplined, highly organised and integrated revolutionary mass movement,

In a situation in which the revolutionary vanguard of the working class has been
ligquidated from within and the broad working masses rendered leaderless, how can the
traditionally predominant stranglehold of the reformists, the social -pacifists and thein
"left"-labour, ultra-or "left"-revisionist or trotskyite sycophants be decisively broken
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and the process of growth of the revolutionary mass movement, the Red Front, be begun ?
These tasks in themselves sum up the entire content of the struggle against modern revis-~
ionism and trotskyism, and the collossal difficulties which remain to be overcome before
the essential tasks of conscious revolutionisation of the working masses in the developed

countries can begin are themselves the concentrated product of 30 years of domination of

the working class by these selfsame concealed representatives of monopoly-capital of one

brand or another,

Two further questions:thus artae, cof absolutely-fundasental. iwport
forcthiecyhole: future: revélutionaryoproletarian, noverent in Britain:
through what specific forss of class organisation for struggle can
the revolutionary mass Red Front be given its essentisl foundation?
Lnd through whet precise methods of struggle can the paralysing grip
of the "labour lieutenants of capital™ be destroyed and the mass of
rank-and-file trade unionists and other class conscious workers be
liberated for fulfilling scme positive role, at whatever level, in
the Red Front?

We have only to refer to the N,L.0,B,'s Programmatic Manifesto to
find the answer to these two questions, For there, one of the
fundamental components comprising M,L.0.B,'s theoretical and
programoatic position 1s that which states the need for a revolution-
ary mass front of the working class and working people to be built
cut of the present welter of uni-opposttioniat, completely
spontaneous local orgams of struggle which have sprung up in all
rain centres of industry as a result of the now complete hetrayal of
the right-wing trade union leaders. It is further stated there that
the grip of -the larger reformist unions, as of the Labour Party and
Tevisionist "Comsunist Party” can only be broken on the basis of the
grovth of new, militant organs of struggle at every level which will
be fully independent of the framework of betrayal erected and led by
the "labour lieutenants of capital® end which will grow through a
process of winning tho suppert of workers at all levele of class
consciousness beginning with the politically most advenced and extend-
ing layer by layer downwards and outwards until finally every stratum
and every industrial section is Pleying its part in the generation of
overall proleterian class power,

The other strategically vital factor in-this process of revolu-
tionisation concerns the need to mobjlise the most advanced workers
ideologically end thedretically, A part of this wobilisation relates
to the need 4o smash the philosophical foundations of sociel
democracy and reformism, whilst at the seme time teking all conscious
steps to develop and train skilled and fully competent theoreticiegs
and practitioners of the Marxist-Leninist soience of proletarian-
socialist revolution, This, of course, forms perhaps the most
importent single sphere of activity and leadership in struggle of the
Marxist-Leninist vanguard party. '

¥e see, therefore, that the task of bullding the first highest-level
nuclel of the future revolutionary Red Front 48 second in izmportance
only to the task of building the Marxist-Leninist vanguard party
itself - and in practice the two are so inseparably linked together
s to proceed hand in hand, Recognising the need for the Red Front to
be bullt layer by layer, sector by sector, from the higheat and most
edvanced leading and inceptive nucleus downwards and outwards until it
embraces the vest majority of working people organised in a closely
integrated network of independent organs of struggle penetrating into
every level of the working olass snd the febric of monopoly cepitalist
society, and linked at every such level with the Marxist-Leninist
vanguard party, the general staff of the revolution, M,L.0.B, has from
the moment of its foundation sought to bring into being such an
inceptive nucleus, Now, these efforts have born fruit as ultimately
they were cortain to, For, at a mesting held on July 13th, 1971 the

PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE
RED FRONT MOVEMENT

was formed, consisting of workers, working youth end revolutionary
students and intellectuals,

The fundamental role of the RED FRONT MOVEMENT within the structure
of proletarian-socialist forces in Britain now at an embryonic stage

of development is a dusl and complementery one: fistly, it
represents the inceptive moment of birth of the future
revolutiopary RED FRONT of the working class end working
people, the mass base of the socialist revolution; and
secondly it functions es a training school in the theory and
practice of Marxism-Leninism, the aim of which is to equip
the most advanced, militant and incorruptible sdesents within
the rank-and-file of the RED FRONT MOVEMENT as & whole with a
Marxist-Leniniet understanding and the ability to apply that
understanding to any situation which might arise in the course
of revolutionary cless leadership in struggle. In this way it
acts to prepare thess most advanced cadres of the RED FFONT far
eventual candidate membership of the nucleus venguard party,
M.L.0.B,, {tself,

And so ends an entire chapter in the history of M.L.0.B. - a
chapter that has revealed in full measure all the tremendous
self-saorifice and devotion to the revolutionary cause of the
proletariat of which Marxist-Leninists are capable, This
history has also been marked at every stage by all the despica
ble slander, disruption and sabotage of which those are
capable who, in the last analysis, have faith only in the
fleshpots of the bourgeoisie and their own ability to sell to
the bourgeoisie for the highest price their capacity to organ-
ise the betrayal of the proletariat's revolutionary cause
whilst disguising that betrayel under the cloak of "Marxisum",

¥ith the first beginnings ¢f a fundamental change in the
objective situation in all the major imperialist powers end a
consequent stirring of militant class feeling, the spontaneow
generator of a future revolutionary consciousness heralding
the onset of a period of intensifying class struggle in the
course of which social democracy and reformisa will be swept
away for ever, we caun nov understand the sorry flight inte
oblivion of our heroes of the revisionist and trotskyite
parties and organisations, Even at the time when they are
frothing most volubly at the mouth over the loss of pelf and
privilege which the Industrial Relations Bill, the forerumner
bf the future fully-fledged corporate state, will cause theam,
they are preparing behind the scenes for a retreat into out
and out betrayal and finally of collaboration with the
repressive organs of the corporate state themselves,

Even whilst the revisionist and trotskyite leaders are
preparing for their own demise, the coming period will witness
the steady growth of the RED FRONT MOVEMENT, in the revolution
ary militancy end discipline of its organs, the quality of its
cadres at all levels and the influence it wields emongst alk
strata of the working class beginning with the most advanced,
until it becomes the main vehicle of the future socialist
revolution, just as the Marxiet-Leninist vanguard party
becones ite engine and brain,

We reprint below the PROVISIONAL DECLARATION OF THE RED
FRONT MOVENENT, which was adopted unanimously at the above-
mentioned meoting of the Provisional Committee held on July
13th 1971, A Drafting Commission is, however, currently at
vork producing a full policy Manifesto as well as a draft
Constitution and Rules, and these documents will be presented
to the Founding Conference, to be held at the earlieat
possible date in the future,

In the meantime, the Provisional Coanittae holds respons-
ibility for developing the work of building the Red Front
movement, and a comprohensive programme of activities,
culminating in the Founding Conference, has boen adopted,
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This includes the following ;- class povement will be studied, in addition to practical skills

tvo simultancous courses in the fundamentals of Marzism- esaential to every working cless militant, m@ as public
Loninigm, in West and South London respectively, with M,L.0.B. speeking, shairsanstip, trede union procedure, etc,
tusars and besed on the M.L.0.B. syllabus, will tegin in the near zass vork to establish a Union of Unemployed Workers and a Union
fatere, of Socialist Artists (3es separate samouncements in this iasue

a fortnightly series of Discussion Neatings on selected questions S 248 Tocay) . . !

of urgent or topical eignificance to the working class movessnt will Tan Political Buresu of the ¥,L.0.B. calls upon ell ssobers,
begin in the near future, Both the above will be hold on sltesnate supperters and syppathisers to join in the tasks of building the

fortrights (see Annourcement for further details), RED FRONT MOVEMENT into an sctive, diseiplined and democratically
. . " ﬁ,
the establishment of & RED FRONT CADRES SOHOOL, at which i centralised revolutionary nucleus of the future mass RED FRONT,
with a daveloping high level of scientific revolutionary
ing in such vitally necessary subjects as the History of the

leadership of the
British and World Working Class Movement, the princtples, strategy consciousness, wnder the overall guidance and leadership

M. L.0.B,
and tactics of the revolutionary mass united front (RED PRONT) end '
W f the Red Front
the role and tesks of the Red Front cadre in the broad working S PR a0y e Provistcon. Declurauon . e

Movement: - 3 o : '

PROVISIONAL DECLARATION

The Provisional Committee of the Red Front Movement, recognising the funda-
mental truths that a socialist society dan only be achieved through the revolutionary action
of the working class, and that such a socialist revolution can only be mobilised and led to
victory by a revolutionary vanguard party armed with scientific theory, Marxism-Leninism,
and standing at the head of a powerful revolutionary mass movement of the working class;

pledges itself to commence the long and complex tasks of erecting these essential
organs of the future socialist revolution by adopting as its primary aims:

a) the establishment of a leading nucleus of militant, class conscious workers and
working youth, the RED FRONT MOVEMENT, which will take in hand the building,
in sector after sector of the broad working class movement of those i independent
base organs of struggle, the foundation of a future revolutionary mass movement
of the working class which alone can serve to break the decades-long stranglehold
of corrupt reformist ideology and practice and develop the long .dermant but always

mpotennal revolutionary energies of the British working class;

b) the development of a comprehensive programme of training in the scientific theory
of socialist revolution , Marxism- Leninism, and the fundamental principles of
revolutionagy class leadership such as will equip the most advanced members of
the Red Front Movement with the gualitles fundamental to a Marxist-Leninist
revolutionary cadre, and such as are necessary to merit adoption as a Candidate
Member of the Marxist-Leninist vanguard party or its lnceptwe nucleus,

The Provisional Committee of the Red Front Movement holds that, at the present
historical juncture and stage of development in the class struggle in Britain, the sole such
inceptive nucleus of the future British Marxist-Leninist vanguard party is the Mapxist-

Leninist Organisation of Britain, since it is this organisation alone which has made a principled
Marxist-Leninist analysis of the class struggle in Britain and has sought to apply that analysis
through a comprehensive programme leading to the victory of the socialist revolution, to
contemporary British monopoly-capitalist society. This Provisional Committee: will there- .
fare work ; tirelessly and in close fraternal association under the overall guidance of the
Marxist-Leninist Organisation of Britain for the achievement of the above aims.

The Provisional Committee,
RED FRONT MOVEMENT

PUZZLED MAOISTS AND MEMBERS OF THE US-CHINA FRIENDSHIP
SOCIETY will find all their guestionsconcerning the "unexpected" Nixon-

Mao rapprochement answered in:

————-——.—.—.—.——n-—-———--——— W ——— —— —— —— — — — —— —— ——— —— — —
———— —

a Compendium of documents issued by the Central Committee of the M. L.O,B.
on the Situation in the People's Republic of China. Available from Editorial
address: Price 28p (including postage)

- ——— . ————— o ———— ——— —— — — — — ——— ———— -
., W ————— — ————— - —————. ——— — — — ;
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CHANGE OF ADIIESS : oo

RED FRONT, and the MARXIST-LENINIST ORGANISATION OF BRITAIN is now the
following:

26, CAMBRIDGE ROAD, ILFORD, ESSEX, ENGLAND
TELEPHONE_ENQUIRIES AND APPOINTMENTS: 01-703 0561 !

T —————— —— — — — T ————— — — ——— — — — —— — ———

RREDD FIRONT MOVEMERT

(PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE)

AIMS

(1) To function as the inceptive nucleus of the future revolutionary mass front of the
British working class; and 2

(2) the broad training school in the science, strategy and tactics of the revolutionary

struggle of the working class which will equip the most advanced and politically
conscious workers with that minimum grasp of Marxism-Leninism, the science

of socialist revolution, necessary for membership of the emerging and developing -
Marxist-Leninist vanguard party,

—-————-———-———-—.-—-———..——_.——————._——-————————.—————-—-.-—————._

® Courses in the Foundations of Marxism-Leninism:
. West London Area South London Area

Fortnightly every Tuesday Fortnightly every Thursday
commencing Tuesday August 3lst commencing Thursday August 24th
1971 . 1971
Details from The Secretary. .-, AT: 18 Camberwell Church Street 8 p.m.
'1‘utor‘:‘Cde. Mike Baker Tutor: Cde. Bernard Charnley

» Red Front Discussion Circles: ”
Fortnightly, Détails from the, .... Commencing September 7th 1971 8.p.m.

Secretary : 7
E ~Mass Work : Union of Unemployed Workers, Union of Socialist Artists

(see separate announcements in this issue )

ALL DETAILS FROM:

Provisional Secretary,
Red Front Movement,
Cde.Bernard Charnley,
18 Rodénhurst Road, <
London S,W.4.

The aim of the MARXIST-LENINIST ORGANISATION OF BRITAIN is to build a
Marxist-Leninist Party of the working class in Britain which can lead the British working
people to bring about the revolutionary overthrow of the present capitalist state, establish
8 People's Republic based on the rule of the working class, and build a socialist society
based on planned production and the common ownership of the means of production,

Applications for candidate membership should be addressed to the MLOB, 26
Cambridge Road, Iiford, Essex,




	
	

