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·- . THE CND MARCH •.'. 

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament "Protest and Survive" march on 
· Dotober 26··th :was. ve-ry; big. . · . . . ... 

.. ..., . . "" ; . ... ·~ . . : ' . . . . . : : 
Hot4ever, it was mainly middle class in appearance. There ·wer·e very 
few union banners. Among these, NALGO predominated. 

~ ,. • • ; l- ~ 
. . 

T-h~· , usual -~rkish·-:pro::s'"ovi-et'· contingent 'was . there plus a r·e!l Yraqis. 
: Otherwise, "' immigrantsf whether as organisations or individuals, 
~'ere conspic-uous· by· their absence. · · 

A signif-ica!lt new · addition to the ra~Jc~ . o't. ~pgl.ish .m.iddl.e olasa 
prot.est . is the _;bcology Party. A whole network of shops has. sprung 1.1p 
th;ro1.1'ghout Bri ta.in . ~1here one can pick· up ecoli t and anti-nuclear 
propaganda.with one's ·healthy wholemeal loaf . . Blending ideBlism tolith 
the desire to save one's own skin makes a heady mixture. . . . . .... 

Nic;e . ~e·~~-le leading nice easy ' lives have no iminedlat~ ·;;·;;1~~-. . They 
just want to stay as they are. Faced with the incre~sing danger ot 
wa:r, ~th~y .1-1ant to contract out, please. !fence the .growth .of CND in 

.- ith~ .past year .. · · · · · 
• i~~ 'l ~ . ~ . ~ . 

60-,POO is a let of marchers. But a national rally : isusually the 
climax, not the beginning of a campaign. There would need'to be a 
lot more than that for the pacifist rot to have s~t . in. 
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.. .. · .. . . ·. ": - .... ·' . . .. 
· THE SL~JMP AND THE. CRISIS IN THE LABOTTR PARTY 

.. ,From · l94s · :t.o ~,l979, ·r.rith ·.·a few short breaks~· :Brit;e.:t'n reii'ea on the 
.. foll._owing -policies to prevent a return to ·the slump cortdit'ions of 

the thirties. These policies were mainly identifi~d with Keynesian 
ec.onomists . and ;-the ·Labour ?arty~ '· . · . . · · · · · · ·' · 

·1 >. ·'chea; - ~~ney -~~~ney :. c~~l~ = g~~~ral{y ·· be ··~~r~~we~ · a~ . ~:~ ·r~tes ·or·· ·! 

in~erest, or · at rates ··of '!interest ·· whiCh, ·if not· ·low, T,o'!ere certainly 
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2) 

3) 

5) 

6) 

7) 

8) . 

lower· than.the rate of inflation. If anybody had got any idea 
at all l.rhat to do with it, it paid to borr'ow money. Cheap money 
was a great stimulus to all kinds of devQlopm~nt and enterprise. 
All this provided employment for workers.. · · 

On the other hand, cheap money .meant that the Bank of .r.;ngland 
had to print the necessary notes to me.et the demand. This caused 
inflation. · 

Government expendi tu.re The Civil Service expanded. Many neT.o1 
hospitals, schools, roads and council homes ,.,.,ere built. 

Increasing purchasing power . by subsidies and by taxation designed 
to redistribute incomes in favour of lower income groups. 
These groups tend to spend a greater proportion of what they 
earn and therefore keep money in circulation. 

Im roved s cial. services and enefits In 1948 retirement . pensions 
were ~ - a week. Compare that with t 'oday' s pension, even allo~1ing 
for ipf~ation. · ! 

" .... 

Government inte.rve.ntion: . thro~gh nationali.~atign Nationalizing 
the Bank..,of Engl~ .was essential to carry. out the. -cheap money 
policy. Coal, ·rail f~~ight and . steel pric.e~: ·were kept_ artificially 
low for years to provide a service to private industry . .. 

Aiming at an export surplus If a country exports more than it 
imports it keeps more workers i~ . employment tnan if· exports ' . 
s~ply . balance. with imp')rt.s·. Industry was encouraged to ",earn· 
p~ecious dollarsn . . ·A: Buy 13r.itish po~icy wa~ · fostered. · . . .. 

Exchange control This meant ··that· ·money earned in Britain had 
generally to be invest~d.- J.n Britain . ... 

Wages and pric.es. p.olici~~ Af·t·e~ the ~ar ~-her:~ .was a pr.~1~ngt3d ·. 
attempt to enforce a wage freeze. Food was heavily subsidized and 
many prices were controlled. Since then there have been numerous 
attemptf? .. to limit . .-pay . increas,es by yarious . !.!nGrms!.' .; £6 a week, 
l O%, e·t c . · . . · . .· · ,. . ~. . · . . . .. . · · 

I ! 0 

These eight poiicies, it m~s·t be added~ · are a single packag·e; this 
package is the only effective alternative that has been worked out 
to the old-fashioned econ·omics·· which prevailed prior to 1930 and led 
to a massive slu~p on a world scale. By .effectiyt3 we mean that it 
carried majority support·- and ·- got .. ·results·~ -unempioyme:i!lt sank to 'lrell 
below pre-war :levels . . Living .. standards improved all round. There w~re 
plenty of good~ in .. the snops and . the .people .had the =money to ·buy ·them. . . . . . . 

Eve~ before the Conservativ~ p~rty ~on th~ election in 1979 several 
of these policies had broken down. Britain joined the Common Market. 
Innation had led to a return . to free collec.ti ve bargaining. ·Bang 
wen:t ~he export . surplus, e~change · cont!ol and . an income·E}·,·policy·: 
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Other :pol;icies .-had. u-n-e:xpected reeul ts·. ·· Cheap mon·ey t.tas ·a boon ... to 
property speculators; •.. Gb-vernm.ent expendtture· .-got· out· bf. hahd" leading 
to' unp~rallelled waste. and · inf'latlon·. ·. ·. ·· · ., · ·. - :· · . : ~ ::·. ·~ : -- · . 

. ' "\ • "\ .< • : .. •, .•• 

Cheap foreign oil and steel led to the ruthless Pruning of the 
"unprofitable'' coal, rail and steel industries. Nationalized concerns 
increased their l;)rices substant.iaff:Y. · · 

•!" ' 

The Labour Party r..!as in dis-a:rr~y bEd'ore-anci' after the l979 election. 
The R_ight . dtd .. not .knQ\tl_' .what. ·had hit it. · The lJeft· advocates' getting 
opt of . the .c _ommon M~rket ' so that .the pound can· be devalued,:: ~in-porta 
can: b.e · kept . Oll,t, ~d : the . economy ~.an be stimulated by re·e.11y · h_eavy 
doses :of ·cheap_ money .. an-d ; government expenditure·. Groups of worke.rs · 
will be able . t _o c~oose: between . free collective bargaining~ 
comparability, income~ policy or· a ·minimum wage, · according·to what 
will benefit them most. The Right has no coherent polici~s itself. 
apart from regarding· .those of the Left . as completely unrealistic·~ ~ 

r ' • • . . . 
The only way finally , to determine whether Left.Labour's policies 
are effective is for it to try and win support for th~. Likewise 
Right-r.ring Labour will never develop new policies l-1hile it remains 
tied up to Left Labour. ' 

~~~~~~a~~~:r~t preaEmtno effective alternative ~oliciea to thc;>se 

. . :. '.; .. .., . . .. .. 
., 
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M! EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY 
, f 

Marxi!3t-Leninists, such as are left . of tpern, realize t_hat neither 
the Tories, a.ight-wi~g · ·pr Left Lapour c'3.n come up with . polici~s that 
will·. solve Britain Is problems in the long-term; or, probably even .. 
in the 'short te~· e~ ther • ·' · . · · . . . , ' · ., •, 

The Marxist-Leninist movement now has an excellent oPportunity to. 
develop a realistic·· viewpbint on· the · wa-y: forward i~ the. British . !eq_es. 

Marxist-Leninists have had to storallow several large doses of reality 
in quick succession in recent . years .. .. This has caused some to retreat 
into their shells, others to drop ou:t' and yet others to. sl;)lit .. '~i th 
their erstwhile comrade$ .. ... Al.l .. this ... is- a :process --of -aorting-.. out··· >~ .... · 
Revisionist ideas have long ago been ditoh~d. Now ~s th~ .time to get 
rid of· the ultra-left . illusions which ha:\re piagu~;d the mov~ment ~ince 
19677. . . ., . . . . . . . . . - . . ' 

' :. . . . . 
. . 

In .one way ··:th.e M~rxist-Lenil)i_s~ : movemert~ ~~art~ ~ a~ a.n: advantag~ oy~r 
the Labour ?arty. Labourites, Right . and Left, are ~~orried. about . 'f~That 
is going· to happen to elev~n . ~illiori vo~ers . if' tl?.'e ' party ~plits up. 
One can hardly· say that there· are no vested interests in the 
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Marxcis:t-Leninist movement. But none of the groups are so large that 
th:ere . cwnot be .a frank exchange of opinions within and between 
them, aimed at developing realistic policies. And there is certainly 
no mass support to bother about losing . 

.. . 
L :'~~. • ~., ', ,•, ••o o' 

PSST - "CHINA NOl>T"? 

The publicati_ons of · the Society for . Anglo-Chinese TTnderstanding, 
including its magazine -"China Now", are eminently respectable. None 1 of thein t>1ould bring a blush to the cheeks of Mrs. Thatcher•. That is · ~ 
quite as it should be. - China is now effectively an ally of the ,.If est 
against potential Russian aggression . . In addition, there · is 
·11idespread interest in China for its own · sake. · 

According to SACU' s Ann11al Report "Net-.r· Era .Books handl.e whol,esale 
distribution on SACU's behalf except for some London bookshops with 
whom we -deal direct". (Publications Committee). 

'' . - . 
New 'Era Books is the name of the Revolutionary Communist· Leagu.e of 
Britain's publication distribution service. Its main ·j-ob is to 
distribute the RCLB' s paper "Class Struggle". 

Distributing ultra-left material is not easy. One has to sniff out 
the poorly-patronised little left bookshops whose proprietors will 
point mournfully to the piles of unsold "revolutionary" literature 
they already have on their hands.. Anything lacking local appeal 
stands little chance of a quick sale. In addition, the sort of 
people ~rho frequent- l ·eft bryoksh:f>ps -..-:- regard SACTT as "bourgeois". 

S~CTJ' s. Publicatio~$ _._Commi ttee says in . the Annu8J. Repo~t ".De'sbite a 
wld.er · g·eneral inte~ref;)t_ than 'ever in China, · it i~ common ex.perienc~ 
among Fritmdship s ··ocieties that there has been . ~ . fNling-off in 
sales of specialized literature and books on China ... -

. ... r ' : 

P.~rh~P~ : it. ·is··. time · that· the _Friendship societies · starte_d_ tq move 
.. out of' the ultra-left ghetto. 
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