
THE COMMUNIST - MARCH 

The following analysis is t aken from the document submi tted by the 
WORKERS CONGRESS (M-L) to the first nationa l c onfe rence of t he Anti-· 
Bakke Decision Coalition a t Los Angeles , Ca l i for nia, February 19 , 1978~ 

... The present princ iples of unity of ABDC ·have had a particular s ig­
n ificance for a particula r period of the -str ugg le . Starting in late 
s pring 1977 t hey served to draw lines of d emarcation with t herefor­
mism of the Na t iona l Committee to Ove r t urn the Bakke Decision (NCOBD). 
Bu t in drawing l i nes of demarca t i o n and i n guidi ng t he wor k of the 
ABDC t he present princ iples. have proven t o be inadequ a t e -- vague o n 
the fu ndamental issue of equal rig hts , narrow o n how t o un ite a ll who 
can be united, and outr ight wr o ng in use of the term "Third Wor ld". 

1 . "RELY ON THE MASSES OF OPPRESSED PEOPLE TO DEFEAT THE BAKKE 
DECIS I ON." 

I n bu i ld i ng the Bakke str uggle we s hou l d base our work on t he con­
cept o f the united f r ont . That i s, we s t rive to u n i te a ll who can be 
united . Only a ma ssive show of streng t h c an force conce ss ions from 
the r uling c lass. We c an no t a ff o r d t o close t he door s to a ny allies 
a nd to do s o undermines the str ugg l e itse l f. 

The prese nt prin c i p l es fail to give u s this broad per spective and 
thi s ha s resulted i n people separating and counterposing oppressed 
nationalities t o whi t es , s tud en t s to workers , oppressed nationalities 
to women, etc . .Here is a concrete e x am le of how the ~arr owness of 

"'1.rincip l e promote s narr2~ness in ractice and sa sour o t en i.a 
_g_ower. 

Whi le we un i te all who .can be united we must rely on t he worki ng 
class fi rst of all . Although Bakke took the form of an a t tac k on uni­
vers ity admissions programs , in ract its heaviest impact wTil e e h wome n a nd o ppres s ed na t ionalities in the workplace . I t is in t he 
workplace t ha t Bakke becomes a irect question of jobs , wages and 
p rofits. 

Seco ndly , the experience of all countries over the past 1 00 years 
teaches us that it is the working class that is the mo st consi ste nt 
fighter fo r democracy a nd a l one ca able of car,D:'._in t he s t ru ~ 
t roug to the end . Without that basic force our efforts remai n l i m­
ited. The limit s of t he gains of the democratic struggles of t he 
1960 ' s speak in pa r t t o that very fact. The courage , s t amina, and . 
s pirit of the farmwo r kers and mi ne r s a re two contemporary examples 
which s how t he po t ential force o f t he workinq c l a ss in chal l e ng i ng 
the power of t he r u l ing class. · 

We also rely on the oppressed nationalities anq women a Ll,as i c 
allie s o f the wo rking class--as "qppressed masses ". Both are ' equa l 
targets" of the Bakke decis ion. The mass resi s tance of oppressed na ­
tionaliti e s a nd wome n i n the 1 96 0' s a nd 70 ' s were responsi ble 
fo r the very g a ins in equal rights which are threatened by Bak k e 
today. 

None o f th i s should be used to a t tack or belittle the a ctiv i s t r o l e 
that s t udents play i n ou r variou s struggles. Students ha ve played a 
great role i n s parking the v a rious anti - imperialist s truggles in t his 
c o untry , the anti -war movement is only one example. The same is true 
throug hout t he world -- i n southern Afr i ca , in Thai l and , in Sou th 
Korea , in Europe , i n Mexic o and Latin Ame r i c a. But none of this de­
nie s the general character of t he united front , which re l ies on the 
work i ng cl a ss and democratic movements . 

2 . "OPPOSE BOTH THE US SUPREME COURT AND THE UC REGENTS AS EQUAL 
TARGETS." 

I 
factors, i t will inevitably tai l ­
events and narrow the movement . 

While this principl e s erved to demarcate ABDC f rom NCOBD , it has 
lost that significance for guiding our work of mobilizing na t iona l 
resistance . We suggest that we drop t h is principle and incorporate 
t he i deas expressed in our literature . In our litera t ure we sho uld 
address the role of both institutions , but our analysi s must e xpose 
t he system behind those and other institutions and not just the in­
sti tu tions themselves . Othe rwise if the liberal force s do suc ceed in 
revers ing Ba kke t o pacify our struggle , we leave ourse l ves open to 
the re formist i l l u sion tha t t hey can be relied to act in our in­
t e res ts . 

3 . "OPPOSE THE SYSTEMATIC OPPRESSION OF TH IRD WORLD PEOPLE ." 

First, the cur rent use o f the term "Thi rd World" in th i s and the 
~ rinci p le of un ity (and in the li t eratu e a nd cuLtu.1;,.g L ~ n t ; ) 
i s incorrect and should be st~ . The re is a g r owi ng a t t a ck on the 

e r m an Cha i rman Mao's thre e world theory i n the internationa l c om­
munist movement t oday. Care les s and unscient ific us e o f t he term 
o nly aid that a ttac k a nd"iiialre i t ha rde r f or hone st ~or ces to def 
i . 

- Th i s is c.n important questio n of principle. The third world i s 
composed of t he oppress ed na tio ns o f Af r ica, As ia , and La tin Amer- · 
i c a and the soc i a list c o untries who a re t ogether t he main force in 
the internationa l c l ass s truggle t oday . The US i s a f irst world 
coun t ry. The eo le who are incorrectly referred to i n the princi -
le s as "Third World eo le" are actuall o.£kessed na t iona i t i es of , 
he fi rs t world . 

Second, to oppose systematic oppre s sion o f t hird world people is 
too restric t ive be c au s e i t omits women which are also a spe cific tar­
get of t he Bakke a tta c k . But eve n "oppose t he s ystematic oppression 
of oppressed ·na t ionali t ies and women" wo uld be i ncomplete unless we 
po int to the princip l e o f equa l rights. Suppor t inq the s t r uggle for 
equal rights makes it poss i b le for us to reach all those who support 
the s trugg l e for equ a l ity , but at t he same t ime show t he s ystematic 
oppres s ion which makes e qualit y a s ham a t this t i me. The struggle 
f o r equa l rights is in fact the way t o s trugg l e against all f orms of 
nat i o nal and sex o ppression . 

4 . "DEFEND AND EXPAND ALL THIRD WORLD PROGRAMS, AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
PROGRAMS, AND ALL SPEC IAL PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN AND WORKING PEOPLE." 

The u s e o f " third world" in t his princ i p l e is i ncorre ct for the 
rea s ons s t ated above . Second, ~ork i ng p~9.ple i n general _are not t he 
focu s of the Bakke attack , o p ressed na tiona i t ies an women are . 
That focus s hould should be r efle cted c onsistentl y in our principl es. 
Thi s kind of pr i nc i ple i s i mportant in t he deve l opment of the strug ­
gle f or concre te partial dema nds linked up wi th t he dai l y needs and 
a ff l i c tions of tho s e a ttacked by t he Bakke d e c i s ion. 

Gi v e n the se v i ews on t he present pr i n c i p l e s of unity of ABDC, we 
propose the fo llowing pr i nc i ple s be con s ide r e d to replace them. 

1. Uni t e al l who c a n be un i ted t o defeat t he Bakke decision . Re l y 
on the working and o ppre ssed masses. 

2 . Oppo s e all r eac tionary polic i e s of na tiona l and sex oppre s sion . 
Give firm suppor t to the s truggle f o r equal rights of women a nd~o:J' 
pre s sed nat iona l i t ies. ~~-

3 . Defend and ex pand all affirmative action pr ograms. ~ 

questions and cr i ticisms , t o oppressed people . 
voice opinions and identify de - It can al s o be reinforced by 
fects i n wor k . With a good organizat ional amateur ishness ABDC METHODS OF ORGANIZATI ON d emocratic style of leadershi p whi ch o f ten develops when methods 

Another example of the failure based on centr al i sm and effective of work are i nformal a nd base d on 
pant s , th i s was no t adequ a t e l y met of l e adership to organi ze effect- organi zation, t h is will raise the pe rsonal t i es. 
by the forma l work of the c onfer- ive pol i tica l discussion around i nitiative and enthusia sm of the Inevitably such tendenci e s ho l d 
e nce. ba s ic i s s ues was reflected i n the ma s ses and s trengthen leadership's back the work of a mass organiza-

Th i s was ref l e c ted f i rst of all presen t a tio n of the plan for the a bi li t y, to giv e guidance. tion, narrowi ng the range o f its 
in the failure of the conferenc e s pring offens i ve. While this pre - pol i tical impact. 
t o bring out the full pol itica l sentation was good, i t wou ld have I t is a f undamenta l pr i nciple PERSPECTIVE IN MASS WORK 
f ramework for . the Bakke att a c k. bee n stronger i f the basic pol i t- of un i ted front work to combi ne To build in terms o f what 
Monetary crisis, inflation, un- ical issues c o ncerning the offen- un i t y with str uggle and to seek exists, for Marxis t -Lenini s ts, 

~ -::J... ~mpl oyment, overproducti on in s ive had been f ocused for debate uni t y thr ough struggle. Mao Tse- is to bow to spontane i t y . I t 
-~ , l~griculture and other symptoms of and reso lution. In part i cular, tung cr i ticized those who tho~ght means to build in t erms o f s pont-

t 
the domestic crisis of US imper- there were no draft proposals that struggle would split the aneous demands without an overall 

: ialism provide the background for circu lated to ABDC locals prior to un ited front and i nstead ~o~tered perspective on the struggl e . 

i 
stepped up efforts to throw the the conference itself. a style of work w~e:e ac~ivists t.J Perspective in mass work comes 
burden of the crisis on the backs The workshops also were not become good at uniting with those ~ from the ability to grasp the 
of working and oppressed people. adequately prepared. The list of who differ with them and good at objective forces which dr i ve a 
In 1977, for example, there were workshops, for example, was handed carrying out common activity with crisis forward and, as a result, 
4,686 strikes with 26.7 million out only prior to-the conference _them, but at the same time good to know the path to build resist-
workdays lost. In this situation and there were no concrete propos- at struggling to strengthen the ance. The proletariat is the 
a first priority of the ruling als for the activity of these work common fight or to overcome leading force in the united front 
class has historically been to shops either . As a result, parti - signs of vacilation or compromise because, under the leadership of 
foment divisions based on sex and cipants could not come to the con- in struggle. Seeking uni ty a vanguard party basing itself I-i-
nationality -- to force women and ference prepared to make the work- ~hro~gh struggle in a mass orga~- on the science of Marxism-Lenin- ~ 
oppressed nationalities from the shops working bodies . iz::ition demands a ~ood demo<;:rat :_c ism, it is able to show the ·..r t; ' 
workforce or into second class In general no materials for styl7. A democratic s~yle in t •.1rn perspective of the struggle a nC: --,- ..J ,; 
jobs and to put a brake on the discussion and decision were circ- re9u1.r7~ good preparation an~ e r g- give sure guidance to its course. '( t)J 
truggle for wage equality and ulated prior to the conference so ~nization of 7truggle on basic The Bakke decision represents · 

other efforts to overcome economic that informed judgments could be issues of policy. an extremely important and far- ~ ' 
and social ~iscrimination. This made on basic issues. START WITH THE STRUGGLE AS A reaching attack on the democratic 
lays the basis for intensifying Leadership's failure to organ- WHOLE struggles of women and oppressed 
superexploitation and for dragging ize broad political discussion was The criticisms that we have nationalities, threatening signif-
down the working conditions, org- compounded by other poor methods made of the first national confer- icant advances made in recent 
anization and standard of life of of organization. The fact that ence of the ABDC do not negate its years. Spontaneous resistance to 
all laboring people. the one-day session st.arted two overall positive character or the the impact of the decision will 

The war policies and war pre- and one-half hours late meant that step forward taken by the coali- also be extremely broad and far-
parations of US imperialism also the time available for workshops tion in taking up national work. reaching. 

· 1ead to an intensification of nat- was cut short and restricted . But there is a tendency in a mass The question for Marxist-Lenin-
ional and sex oppression and to a With too little time to deal· with organization, particularly as it ists is whether our young organ-
general attack on the democratic scheduled topics, some workshops expands, to see the struggle it izations will grow to meet the 
struggles of the masses. took up only general comments on has taken up from the viewpoint of scope of this resistance or 

Unless we show the connection how the conference was going . its own history and to build its whether organizations will try to 
between the Bakke attack of the The importance of the question work on that basis. Instead it restrict the scope of resistance 
ruling class and the external and o.f preparation, style of work and \needs to take the full scope of to fit some present level of work. 
internal crisis of US imperialism, lack of political substance is the struggle as its starting point The main danger for communists in 
- cannot bring out the full sign- that every mass organization and to see its connection with the the ABDC, as well as for commun-
ificance of the Bakke decision or should be a training ground for democratic and revolutionary move- ists in mass organizations gener-
its relationship to other attacks democracy. There was a tendency men~ as a whole. The organiza- ally, is to belittle the~ spons-
on the oppressed masses. Above in the ABOC conference to treat tion needs to be viewed in that ibility to give the most adi 
all, if we do not bring out this this question in a formal and light, not the other way around. leadership possible to the move-
connection, we will not grasp the u ltra democratic way -- that is For example, in our view, hes- ment, that is to belittle the 
full scope of resistance which assuming there is democracy if itation in taking up improvements conscious element. 
can be mobilized or how that everybody votes. But genuine in the principles of unity of _the In ABDC, Marxist-Leninists wil 
resistance can be linked to other mass democracy requires lively ABDC would reflect this kind of play a leading role to the degree 
democratic struggles, not only in political debate on substantive error. that they can provide perspective 
the US, but worldwide. questions of policy. In turn In other words, there is a @ nd guidance for the movement. 

By grasping objective factors this must be well prepared in tendency to focus on what has be our influence will be felt to the 
which push the crisis forward and a dvance and organized in a cen- built rather than what must be · extent that we can build the 
which therefore provoke popular tral i zed and discipl ined fas.hion. built. broadest possible resistance to 
resistance, we can provide leader- That i s t he decisive role of lead- Moreover, this is reinforced by the Bakke decision and connect it 
ship to the struggle at every ershi p in preparing c onditions the fragmented character whic h any t o the united fro n t a~ai nst OS 
stage,- ·whatever its twists for democracy in a ma s s organiz- particular struggle will have if i mperialism i n this ,~ountry a nd 
and turns. But if the coalition ation. , Members of the coalition it is taken in i solation from the against super power heqemonism 

~ ~ , • H ;· d<?~~ •nwot .. ;!l:f 4 t'}~~ i!f,.f.P.}1!1} • }~ri~ H .l.-srn11 }?e ~'l· cp1u fn? ; ~<i ,r~<\i ~f, 1 6 • , ,OV:¥~;1.J. , ~tr~'¥\~ pf1 WQt t 'ing and worldwiq e. 

) 


