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MAY 13 ANTI--BAKKE RALLY WEST COAST 
MOBILIZATION 

On May 13 thousands of people 
are expected at an Anti-Bakke 
Decision Coalition (ABDC) rally 
in San Francisco. This rally 
culminates a week of intensive 
mobilization and activity up and 
down the West coast. The San 
Francisco rally is receiving wide 
support from unions as well as 
from student and community or­
ganizations of all nationalities. 
This support reflects the growing 
mass opposition to the Bakke de­
cision. Other rallies have been 
organized by ABDC bet.ween May 6-
13 in New York, Chicago, Atlanta 
and Boston. 

Only a few weeks ago 15,000 
attended a National Coalition to 
Overturn the Bakke Decision 
(NCOBD) march in Washington DC. 
This rally was an important gain 
in the battle to defeat the Bakke 
decision. 

The motion toward nation-wide 
activity around Bakke reflects 
the growing scope of the anti­
Bakke decision movement. No 
longer limited to a few college 
campuses in California, anti-
9-akke . activity is now being car­
ried on in numerous communities 
and campuses throughout the US. 

The anti-Bakke decision move­
ment is winning this support due 
to the strong popular opposition 
to attacks on equal rights of 
women and oppressed nationali­
ties. However, the future growth 
of this movement and its influ­
ence is being undermined by its 
fragmentation. In order to over­
come this fragmentation, Marxist-

Leninists must take the lead in 
the struggle for unity. The tac­
tics of reformist and national 
exclusive tendencies have under­
mined this unity in the past. 

In Washingto.n DC this was re­
flected in the reluctance of some 
to aggressively build the march 
because of the reformist leader­
ship at its head. In turn we now 
see the leadership of the DC 
march holding a separate West 
Coast rally! The sectarianism 
associated with this kind of ac­
tivity only serves to promote 
apathy and cynicism. Those buil­
ding a separate rally faii to 
appreciate the importance of uni­
ty to the anti-Bakke dec i rd.on 
struggle. Instead they place 
their own narrow interests above 
the movement as a whole. 

Ne call on all those opposed 
to the Bakke decision to support 
the ABDC rally on May 13. 

The Workers Congress (Marxist­
Leninist) also calls on the ABDC 
to take up the struggle for uni­
ted action aggressively. United 
action can and should be built on 
the basis of support for the 
principle of equal rights. This 
principle does not compromise a 
revolutionary outlook. At the 
same time it is not exclusionary . 

The principle ·of equal rights 
allows Marxist-Leninists to un-

. fold propaganda and agitation 
around national oppression, the 
oppression of women and the 
leading role of the working 
class. Yet it does not exclude 
from participation those who are 

WALSH PETITION DRIVE 
FAILS 

Last week the deadline passed 
on a massive campaiqn in Califor­
nia to petition f o r a ballot ini­
tiative that would prohibit ra­
cial, ethnic, or sex quota sys­
tems and other affirmative action 
programs; The campaiqn failed to 
gathe·r the necessary signatures, 
but it. is, neve-rtheless, a strong 
example of the growing attack on 
the struggle for equal rights. 

Instigated by Lawrence Walsh, 
. a former California state senator, 
the aim of the "Walsh Initiative" 
was a state constitutional amend­
ment that would have terminat~ 
all affirmative action programs 
in state-funded higher education 
and in public and private employ­
ment contracts. 

Walsh called his proposal a 
"total anti-discrimination mea­
sure to insure by constitutional 
law a complete and unbiased ap­
proach to equal rights." And, he 
cynically said, "This is the 
first realistic proposal .submit­
ted to ·the people to insure equal 
rights for everyone under the . 
constitution -- its anti-discrim­
ination at work ... " 

The Walsh initiative was an 
attempt to undermine the struggle 
for national and sex equality 
under the guise of protecting in­
dividual rights. Like the advo­
cates of the Bakke decision Walsh 
justified his attack on national 
and sex equality with "reverse 
discrimination" demagogi: "We 
have been plagued by mass hyster­
ia and hypocrisy in our efforts 
to eliminate discrimination and 
have actually created a system 
of reverse discrimination ... We 
need to return to the basic Amer­
ican principle, that ' every per­
son is entitled to equal rights 
and equal opportunities regard­
less of race, .religion, sex, 
color, or"circumstance of birth." 

By reducing the question of 
equality to a matter of individual 
figh~s, the bourgeoisie, through 

the Walsh · initiative, the Bakke 
decision and other similar attacks, 
attempts to obscure the social op­
pression of women and of whole nat­
ional groups. For example, in 
the field of medical education 
as recently as 1973 Afro-American 
students who comprise 12% of the 
population made up only 6% of 
medical students, and women who 
make up 51% of the population 
comprised only 16% of medical 
students. Affirmative action 
programs and quota systems were 
won through the struggle waged by 
the masses of people against this 
factual discrimination and for 
genuine equal rights. Under the 
guise of. a "total an.ti-discrim­
ination measure" the Walsh ini­
tiative attacked these programs 
for the purpose of preserving the 
preferential treatment th~t white 
males receive in fact and to per­
petuate inequality. 

In the attempt to undermine 
the struggle for equal rights, 
campaigns like that of Walsh 
have placed a heavy emphasis on 
gaining the support of the trade 
union bureaucrats and labor 
aristoc~acy. For, it is through 
these ·agents of -the bourgeoise 
that they hope to whip up nat­
ional and male chauvinism and to 
drive a wedge between the wor.king 
class that must lead the fight 
for democracy and its main allies 
-- the oppressed nationalities 
and women. 

The failure of the Walsh peti­
tion drive is a positive develop­
ment for our struggle. But, more 
significantly, the Walsh campaign 
makes clear that we can expect 
more and more attacks on the demo­
cratic struggles of women and 
oppressed national~tiies. 

_we call on all forces organized 
to fight the Bakke decision to be­
gin now to take up opposition to 
these other attacks cropping up 

· nationwide. 
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still under the influence of 
reformist politics . 

The struggle to defeat the in­
fluence of reformism and revi­
sionism in the spontaneous move­
ment is a long protracted strug­
gle. To carry out this strugg~e 
successfully requires persistent 
and patient political education. 
This work also requires that com­
munists take the lead in building 
the broadest possible unity. It 

· is only through such work that 
communists gain the trust, confi­
dence and respect of the masses. 

march & rally· 
10 am assanble at Garfield Park 
25th & Harrison Streets 

1 pn rally at the Federal Bldg. 
450 Golden Gate Avenue · 
program 
Anti-Bakke Decision Coalition 
lbbert F. Williams 
Philip Veracruz 
Black .Arrerican Law Student Assn. 
Iranian Stooent Association 
Asian Student Union 
M:Jviminento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan 
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-CINCO DE MAYO CONTINUED FROM P. 1 

economic development of Mexico. 
The war had been between the pro­
gressive aspiring national bour­
geoisie backed by the oppressed 
peasants and the aristocratic 
forces backed by the professional 
mi litary elements. 

Even after the civil war, 
these reactionary forces didn't 
give up. Many supported France's 
plans to control Mexico as a way 
to re-establish their own power 
and weal th. They provided Napo-­
leon III with the excuse of sup-

. posed Mexican approval for his 
designs on Mexico. 

The new Juarez government 
needed to rebuild the nation's 
economy after years of civil war. 
When it suspended payment on for­
eign debts, Napoleon III seized on 
this act-as a pretext to invade 
Mexico along with England and 
Spain . The three European powers 
agreed to "only" force Mexico to 
renew debt payments and not to 
acquire it as a colony. But Na­
poleon III's real plans soon Qe­
came clear and England and Spain 
withdrew, leaving Mexico to 
France. ·However, Napoleon III 
hadn't planned on Mexican resis­
tance. 

CINCO DE MAYO· VICTORY 

THE STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL 
INDEPErTDENCE CONTINUES 

Although the Mexican people 
defeated the French's hegemonis­
tic plans, their national inde­
pendence was not guaranteed. For 
the last 100 years, imperialism, 
especially US monopoly capital, 
has increasingly dominated and 
impoverished Mexico. Because the 
struggle for national indepen­
dence continues, the celebration 
of Cinco de Mayo is a significant 
one. Every year on May 5th, the 
Mexican people reaffirm their 
committment to struggle against 
foreign domination. Mexican­
Americans celebrate this holiday 
in solidarity with the struggle 
in Mexico and as a statement of 
their determination to struggle 
against national oppression with­
in the us. 

The battle at Puebla on Cinco 
de Mayo and the Mexican people's 
eventual defeat of France's plans 
for hegemony over all of Latin 
America are inspiring examples of 
what is possible. As Chairman 
Mao said, "Innumerable facts 
prove that a just cause enjoys 
abundant support while an unjust 
cause finds little support. A 
weak nation can defeat a strong, 
a small nation can defeat a big. 
The people of a small country can 

The French army began to move certainly defeat aggre~sion by a 
tow~rds the capital. When it big country if only they dare to 
reached Puebla on May 5th, 1~62 rise in struggle, dare to take up 
(Cinco de Mayo), it found the aJ:llls and grasp in their own hands 
Mexican army had improvised forts the destiny of their country. This 
and was prepared to hold the is a law of history". 
city. In a display of fatal ar- In the current period of 
rogance, the French army charged struggle against superpower hege-
up the middle of the Mexican de- monism, the people of the world 
fenses at the most strongly for- can take inspiration from the ex-
tified position. · Four thousand ample of the victory of Cinco de 
poorly equipped and trained Mexi- Mayo. The defeat of France's 
can soldiers held their position hegemonistic plans weakened - Na-
and · then carried out a counter poleon's rule and France as a 
attack that drove the French army power in Europe. When Prussia 
back to the coast. This was the defeated France several years 
first defeat for the French in later, the French people rose up 
almost 50 years. France and all in revolution and established the 
of Europe was shocked to learn -historic Paris Commune. The 
that this defeat had come at the struggle of Mexico for national 
hands _of a poor former colony. independence played an important 

This victory inspired the Mex- role in weakening the imperialism 
ican people to continue and ex- of Napoleon III. Today the third 
pand their defenses against the world has become the main force 
invading army. Napoleon III had to against superpower hegemonism and 
send two more divisions to Mexi- against imperialism and colonial-
co -- 30,000 soldiers. Still, it ism. Imperialism depends on con-
was another year, in June of _trol of colonies and oppressed 
1863, before the French finally nations and countries. National 
took Mexico City. Soon after, liberation struggles shake and 
they established Maximillan of will destroy the foundation of 
Austria and Carlotta as Emperor imperialism. 
and Empress of Mexico. Even · BecauLJe of the anti-imperial-
though the superior French mili- ist nature of both their strug-
tary force had taken much of gles, the workers' movement in 
their nation, the Mexican people the first and second worlds and 
continued their resistance. The the national liberation struggles 
French never captured the Juarez of the third world support each 
government nor defeated the re- other. Lenin spoke of the rela-
publican forces. tionship between the two revolu-

By 1866, France had to with- tionary movements in 1916: "The 
draw from Mexico. Napoleon III social revolution cannot come 
was under heavy pressure within about except in the form of an 
his country becAuse the long Mex- epoch of proletarian civil war 
ican invasion was very costly in against the bourgeoisie in the 
money and lives yet was bringing advanced countries combined with 
France po wealth or power in re- a whole series of democratic and 
turn. The U.S . ,with the end of revolutionary movements, inclu-
the Civil War, also put pressure ding movements for national li-
on the French. In addition, Na- beration, in the undeveloped, 
poleon III need·ed his -troops back backward and oppressed nations''. 
in Europe for the war he was pre- In othex words, the anti-imperi-
paring to wage against Prussia. alist struggle of oppressed na-
Finding itself overextended, tions is a component part of the 
France gave up its plans for a international proletaria n move-
Latin American empire and with- ment for socialism. Victories in 
drew its troops from Mexico by the struggle for national inde-
March, 1867. Soon after, Maxi- pendence in the third world wea-
millan' s "empire" fell. ken imperialism and thus push 

The bourgeois democratic for- forward the struggle for prole-
ces resumed control of Mexico. tarian revolution. The strategy 
They had played a progressive role for proletarian revolution in the 
in the struggle against French epoch of imperialism demands the 
hegemony. Backed by the peasan- formation and consolidation of a 
try, they fought for the right of unitfd front of the international 
the Mexican people to control and proletariat and the anti-imperi-
de'[elop their own national ~~o~~" :. ~- , .... ,.,~~li,~_t st;-.~qg,),~ffe -~,f, .,_!:.h~L ~PPr.:essed 
my ?("!.: .... .,.:-' · · - nations. · l .. ~ · 
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WORKERS OF ALL CO UNTRIES AND ' 
O~PRESSED NATIONS, UNITE! 
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