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ist. . .there are still people who hold an
antagonistic attitude toward our pre-
sent ideological, political, and
organizational line.”” Rehabilitating Liu
was obviously a clear signal to any op-
position that Teng was in charge, but
especially as the Chinese rulers run into
trouble in delivering the dazzling
economic promises, the legacy of Mao
will haunt them even more.

Capitulation

Liu’s comeback represents a certain
consolidation and leap for ‘the Chinese
revisionists in their capitalist transfor-
mation of China. No longer do they
need to hide the fact that they are suc-
cessors to Liu’s revisionist line. And as
Mao pointed” out - ‘“‘whoever practices
revisionism practices capitulationism.”’
These bourgeois democrats want to
build a powerful country under their
control. But because they cannot rely
on the revolutionary activism of the
masses—for it would sweep them away
as well—they are overwhelmed by
China’s economic backwardness and
the apparent strength of imperialism.
They see the only hope for themselves
as caving in to one or the other big im-
perialist powers. Thus we seec Teng and
Co. today bending over for the U.S. im-
perialists in hopes of economic and
military aid, but always with a watchful
eye towards the Soviets. *

Rraying to the imperialist gods for
the safety of his little revisionist ass,
Teng said on January 16 that, ‘‘The
80’s is a decade of danger. The start of
the 80’s was not very good—there was
the Afghanistan incident on top of the
Iran problem, not to mentien the earlier
Vietnamese and Middle East problems.
There will be a lot more problems
later.’’ There is none of Mao’s vision of
self-reliance and proletarian interna-
tionalism, none of the revolutionary
optimism of looking into the disorder
and turmoil for the opportunity of
revolution. Instead, these narrow
bourgeois democrats see only a weak,
backward China and one or the other
superpowers who must be relied on and
capitulated to.

Once again it’s clear why the present
rulers must call Liu a ‘‘great Marxist,”’
for he was a supreme capitulationist.
Even in 1946 right after the victory over
Japan and on the eve of nationwide
communist victory, Liu stated:
‘‘Americans will inevitably seek a com-
pradore in China. We can serve as a
compradore for them—a red compra-
dore!”’ (China’s People’s Daily, July 6,
1967). Later when Khrushchev was in
power in the Soviet Union, Liu preach-
ed the ““Three Reconciliations and One
Reduction’’ which basically called for
following Soviet revisionism in recon-
ciliation with U.S. imperialism, and
with Western countrjes as a whole, and
reduction of aid for revolution and na-
tional liberation.

But it was becoming increasingly
clear that Liu, a pro-Soviet elemient,
was setting China up for capitulation to
the Russian revisionist rulers. Liu prais-
ed the CPSU’s Twentieth Party Con-
gress in 1956 where Khrushchev laid out
his revisionist line, calling it ‘“A great
political event of worldwide
significance. . .it put forward the stand
of further promoting peaceful co-
existence and international coopera-
tion, made outstanding contributions to
relaxing world tensions.’’ [n a scarcely
veiled attack on Mao, Liu and Teng
echoed Khrushchev’s denunciations of
the ‘‘personality cult of Stalin.”” Mao
counter-attacked, ‘“The complete nega-
tion of Stalin on the pretext of combat-
ting the personality cult and the thesis
of peaceful transition to socialism by
the parliamentary road...are gross er-
rors of principle.”’

In 1961 shortly before China led by
Mao began open polemics against the
Soviet revisionists, Liu said, ‘‘We
should study the experience of the
Soviet- Union and other fraternal coun-
tries in the building of socialism.”” It’s
no wonder Liu’s rehabilitation raises
the question: is China moving one step
closer to reconciliation with the Soviet
Union? That this is not an abstract
question but a real possibility is shown
by Teng’s remark in his January 16

speech: ‘“The Soviet Union has been
building socialism for 63 years since the
1917 October Revolution’’!! So, there
was no revisionist takeover by
Khrushchev’s clique and the Soviet
Union is still a spcialist country with a
wrong policy of expansionism! (Of
course, it would be absurd for Teng and
company to costinue to criticize Soviet
revisionism out of principle when they
themselves are following right in their
footsteps.) The struggle between the
Soviet Union and China now is not over
any Marxist principles but a dispute
between an imperialist and a national
bourgeoisie, like the mafia don and his
intended, a dispute which may get hot
but which they can come to terms on,
given the right bargaining conditions.

The rehabilitation of Liu can only
help rip away any remaining illusions
about the real nature of the present
revisionist rulers'in China. But as these
new capitalist riulers are forced to face a
situation where the two superpowers
are fiercely contending and preparing
for an actual showdown, China’s revi-
sionists are panicking over the sand
castles they are building. Mao very sar-
castically and poetically exposed those
like Liu and Teng in his poem, ‘*‘Two
Birds: A Dialogue’’ written in 1965
against Liu and released in 1976 against
Teng: :

The roc wings fanwise,

Soaring ninety thousand li

And rousing a raging cyclone.

The blue sky on his back, he
looks down

To survey Man’s world with its
towns and cities.

Gunfire licks the heavens,

Shells pit the earth.

A sparrow in his bush is scared stift.

‘“This is one hell of a mess!

O I want to flit and fly away.”’

‘“Where, may I ask?”’

The sparrow replies,

““To a jewelled palace in elfland’s
hills.

Don’t you know a triple pact was
signed !

Under the bright autumn moon two
years ago?

There’ll be plenty to eat,

Potatoes piping hot,

Beef-filled goulash.”

“‘Stop your windy nonsense!

Look, the world is being turned
upside down.”’
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