Movement Opportunists on May 1st _
Upholding Spontaneity and
Denouncing Revolution

May First has had its impact every-
where. Within the *“*left™" in this country
many have had their heads turned to
seriously weigh the significance of this
action by class-conscious workers,
while others—the opportunists  of
various stripes, from the old revisionist
“Communist’” Party USA to the
CPML (The Call) and the Trotsky-
iltes—have turned the pages of their
papers into breceding broods for con-
tinued attacks on what occurred that
day.

How could they do otherwise? May
First had become a major social ques-
tion, especially among the more class-
conscious workers. It became clear,
even from the attacks on TV and the
press, that International Workers Day
had been put on the map in this country
as the revolutionary day of the working
class at the head of all those oppressed.
And since it is the special role of these
opportunists to throw dust in the eyes
of the advanced class-conscious force,
they, like the bourgcoisie, had to res-
pond, and their response has been
revealing.

Unable to deny the overall social cf-
fect of the May First actions, they turn-
ed their attention first to the quantity at
the marches and actually outdid the

*official™ media and police counts for
lies and distortions. These included
cverything from wild claims that the
RCP had projected there would be
450,000 marchers’ and then their fan-
tasy headcount of *‘in total around 600
pcople, with most marches drawing on-
ly 35-50 pcople’ (Unity, May 9, ncws-
paper of the “‘l.caguc of Revolutionary
Struggle,’” a cousin of The Call) 10
cqually ludicrous charges that the RCP
was planning a
workers and students' (this appeared
both in The Cull, and in the paper of
the Hawaii Union of Socialists). It was
very clear that, in 1980, the Party’s call
was not for a gencral strike, for which
the conditions are not now ripe, but for
marches and actions by an advanced,
but still relatively smally section of the
workers, whosc influence could be (and
was) great. All in all, these opportun-
ists’ distortions were a rather obvious,
shallow and sclf-exposing attempt to
defy reality and make May Day appear
insignificant, to say that it didn't count.

These transparent attempts to bury
revolutionary May Day arc just that,
transparcnt. But if we dig alittle deeper
into thesce attacks, we will find the
political linc and outlook that guides
them. And it is this /ine that is most
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significant about such assaults, just as
the revolutionary line of the RCP,
transformed into a material force on
May First, was the determining and
most important thing about those ac-
tions.

For this rcason, while we have ex-
amined and will examine the oppor-
tunist antics ol others, it is perhaps
most informative to look at and analyze
the polemic of the ‘‘Lecaguc of Revolu-
tionary Struggle (M-1.)" against May
Day in the May 9 issuc of its paper Uni-
tv. This group is in the same gencral
pro-China revisionist camp as the
CPML., but in this case it spells out
morc clearly and cxplicitly than most
the political basis of the attacks by all
these reformist opportunists.

You can tell right off that Unity is a

* bit more sober and conscious about its

opportunism than somec. The title of
their article, “‘Is the RCP Crazy? Or is
There a Mcthod to Their Madness?™’, is
itself obviously dirccted against any
‘‘quick dismissal’’ ol the significance of
the Revolutionary Communist Party on
the part of Unity’s fellow opportunists.
This won't work, they say. Iifact they
go cven further and reveal the extent to
which they are consciously serving the
causc of the U.S. bourgeoisie going into

this period of crisis and, especially, war
when they warn, ““Nevertheless, the
RCP will not simply disappear. Cer-
tainly some of their members will
become discouraged at their isolation.
But the worsening cconomic situation
and the rcal growing danger of war
create conditions that can be taken ad-

vantage ol by the RCP. - e
Of course, most opportunist lingo re-
quires some translation, but this is fair-
Iy clear. The predictions of desertion
arc rcally old-hat for these oppor-
tunists, who for vears have been predic-
ting (wishing for) the imminent collapse
of the RCP, which - has instead _only
grown in strength and influence. Much
morc interesting than this is their rather
open warning—not just to fellow op-
portunists, but actually to the U.S.
bourgcoisic itsclf—Waich out, the RCP
could mean trouble ahcad! The point
here is not to ‘‘take ‘comfort’ in this
rccognition of the Party’s influence and
potential influence. The point is to
grasp what these opportunists arc most
concerned about—that in the context of
mounting war preparations and crisis,
there will be a forcec—the RCP—gain-
ing influence among the masses by con-
tinually cducating them that the war
Continued on page 20
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they have to Fight 1s not one wiapped in
the red, white and bluce, highting worker
against worker for the preservation ol |
this svstem, but instead is a revolu-
tonary war as part ol one international
strugele  against  these and  all im-
perialists. These opportunists  (social
chauvinists) have cast their lot with the
imperialists for the coming war and are
most concerned about this threat. From
this stems all their vile little artacks on
May First and the Party.

To practice capitulation to the U.S.
bourgeoisic tomorrow, in the contest of
war, requires practicing reformism and
cconomism, tailing and worshipping
the spontancous struggle of the masses
today—and blasting all those who
refuse to “‘gase with awe on the
posterior of the proletariat,”” as the
Russian revolutionary leader Lenin put

So it is here that Unity and their
like—which includes practically every

single opportunist phony *“‘leftist’”
group—concentrates their fire today.

This is what lies behind all the charges
against the RCP and its Chairman Bob
Avakian for ‘‘anarchism,’”” ‘‘ultra-
leftism™® and ““feft idealism.’ Let them
speak for themselves on this question.
“The RCP sees that the task today is to
emphasize ‘propaganda work’ to at-
tract to the RCP  the ‘advanced’
elements who already hate the system,
and to alert the masses to the upcoming
world apocalypse... thus the RCP
believes that dealing with the immediate
concerns of the masses is inconsequen-
tial as compared to spreading the word,
by whatever way possible, about the
RCP’s views on war and revolution.™

To this indictment “the RCP gladly
pleads *‘Innocent, as charged!”” It is
both a dangerous illusion and an out-
right crime for these groups to” pro-
pagate that the class-conscious working
class should force its head down to the
day-to-day concerns when we are right
in the midst of the stormy seas of the
worldwide struggle and when the pros-
pects of world war and revolution are
both on the horizon. And then to call
this ostrich-style activity “‘communist™’
or “‘revolutionary’"! This is in stark op-
position not only to the RCP but to
Lenin, for one, who in preparing for
the Russian revolution spoke directly
against this line and contrasted it with
““diverting the spontancous struggle of
the masses.™

This is the difference between the
RCP and opportunists like Unity and it
is the basis for all their wild and fren-
zied attacks on May Day. As Chairman
Bob Avakian put it in a ‘“Talk™ in RW
No. 49, “‘It's basically a question of
whether you are going to be seeking to
link up with the class-conscious pro-
letariat and give political expression to
its sentiments and on that basis try to
influence the working class and its
movements, Or are you going (o 2o (o
the average workers and try to subor-
dinate yourself to their understanding
and backward tendencies."’

“that cul to the heart of this system.

Bpois exactlv with this backward oul
look that the Cwev article takes another
vahant stab ar attacking rexolution and
upholding the “American midsiream ™
when it claims that “the RCP is attract -
ing elements who are anarchistically in-
chined and isolated from. the actual
strugeles  of  the  masses™  which
translates into “down tor revolution,
and not into scrambling for some posi-
tion in the labor movement.” ™ Lenin,

in denouncing the social chauvinists ol

his time, spoke exactly to this pont:
“OF course, the counter-reyolutionary
philistines ¢ry out ‘anarchism!, just as
the opportunist Eduard David  cried
‘anarchism’ ‘'when he denounced Karl
[ichbknecht (a German internationalist
in World War 1 —RHW). In Germany,
only those leaders seem 1o have re-
maincd honest socialists whom the op-
portunists revile as anarchists,™ (*Col-
lapse of the Sceond International™)

Yes, Unity, the RCP certainly sees
the raising of class-consciousness and
dirceting the workers' sights 1o the
broad political questions of the day as
crucial to preparing for the armed
seizure -of the fortress of U.S. im-
perialism by the working class at the
heaa of a united front. And even as
much as vou blear about *“*concern for
the masses’ immediate needs,' whait
else but the victorious resolution of the
question of what class holds state power
could possibly put the working class in
a position to fundamentally deal with
the needs of the masses, both here and
internationally?  Reformism. is  not
“*more realistic™ or cven, in the linal
analysis, “‘meore concrete’ than revolu-
tion; it is a dangerous illusion.

And when Uniry cynically refers 1o
the RCP as working to ‘‘alert the
masses (o the upcoming world apoca-
lypse,”” this 15 just another sell-
exposure along the same lines and
perfect illustration of Lenin's descrip-
tion of the opportunists of his time as
having “‘a fear of sharp turns and a dis-
belicf in them™ (from *“The Collapse of
the Second International,” Collected
Works, volume 21). These opportunists
vacillate between believing that today’s
relative calm will go on apace with no
dramatic shifts in the situation or in the
mood of the masses or, when they do
eet a glimmer of the uphcu\'ulx on the
horizon, they panic and view it.as “‘the
upcoming world apocalypse.™

In order to prepare to scize the op-
portunities that will arise as a revolu-
tionary situation does ripen, we see our
main activity today as revolutionary
agitation, political cxposure of cvents
Itis
certainly not the kind of head down
““activity’” that Uniry and others stand
for. But also, it is not only, or mainly,
“propaganda work,” as Uniry claims,

-though such work which involves ex-

plaining many idecas, and their interrela-
tionships, is very important today—al-
though it is always fully understood by
only a handful of people compared to
those whom agitation will reach. Our
central task today is most vividly ex-
pressed in the slogan of Mao Tsctung
that states, ‘‘Create public opin-
ion. . .scize power.” [t is this timely
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topical exposure ot events here and im
rernationally that s key 1o develop the
class consciousness ol the proletariat,
to train them to respond o all forms of
appresston here and around the world
from the revolutionary point ol view ol
the class-conscious international pro-
letariat.

Ihese themes struck up by Unity are
very common themes in the history of
the communist movement. They have
heen constantly” advanced by oppor-
tunists who whine about *‘close organic
contact with the mass struggle™ or
“linking up with and lcuding the actual
struggles of the masses,' or ‘‘leading
the day Lo day 'slI'LIL.LlC Inr the im-
mediate needs of the masses,” cte. All
this amounts o is cconomist catch-
phrases for uniting with where the
mainstream of the working class is at
and being enamoured with the slightest
ripple of movement. And as we said
above, the bottom line around all the
criticisms of May Day and the praising
of spontancity is this: whether or not
they will capitulate to the bourgeoisic in
World War 3. In the talk by Bab
Avakian cited carlier, this road to hell'is
clearly outlined. “*Because anybody
that takes the line of tailing afier the
masses at this point can do nothing
clse—I1 don’t care what your intentions
are—once vou decide that’s going (o be

vour program there is no question of
where vou will end up, vou will capiiu-
late, vou will throw away the red flag
and pick up the red, white and blue rag
of plunder and oppression.

“If you just o along and link up with
the masses where they are at and con-
centrate on the trade union struggle,
then when war comes along, even it you
try to make the transition from  the
rade union to the international arena
and attempt (0 promole proletarian in-
ternationalism  and revolutionary
dclcan\m the workers will answer vou

in bourgeois trade unionist terms—lis-
ten, of course we have to fight these
guys for better conditions and so an,
but after all, this is our country and we
are not cven going to be able 1o talk
about improving it il we don’t ga oul
and win this war. In other words, the
logic of that trade unionist idecology
would propel people not tows wrd revolu-
tionary defeatism but non- revolution-
arv, counter-revolutionary  defencism

Lowards your own. bourgeoisic in the
war—a stand of defending the country
and not seizing the apportunity, taking
advantage of the dLihllx ol our bour-
\geoisic to overthrow ii. o

Flhus corporate mereer ol social-chin
vinism and  relormist  economisi s
what marks Uniry's attack on May
First, and ‘what gives that attack extra
virulence. For this same reason, while
groups like Unity are today pitifully in-
significant and non-influential, social-
democratic groups (pérhaps, but not
necessarily,  including Unity or The
Cally will be increasingly promoted by
the bourgeoisie itself. Especially with
their preparations for war mounting,
and their much felt ‘need 1o ensure a
“loyal®® working class to fight for
them, the U.S. imperialists are begin-
ning to sense the need to give a bit of a
shot in the arm to social-democratic
forces. They must be brought in 1o play
their part in keeping the working class
movement safely confinedto a patriotic
treadmill. This kind of movement is
needed by the imperialists sprecisely
when they begin to really feel the heat
from a truly revolutionary one. It was
revolutionary May Day that got pul on
the map in 1980, and that is worrisome
to the imperialists, given what they have
in store for the masses in the period
ahcad. So part of their response, in
Chicago for example, was 1o promote a
little social democracy on May First
with articles in the Chicago Tribune and
TV coverage complete with  “fexpent
labor historians™ to invoke the **fine
traditions of May Day and of the labor
movement,”” All of a sudden, a dosc of
great  “‘concern for the working
man''—great concern, that is, to hit
back with every available weapon at the
class-conscious scction of workers that
made some history on May First. This
means not only relying on clubs and
euns and jails, but also the **spokesmen
for labor’™ who may cven talk about
“elass struggle™ and “*socialism™ while
sticking the workers' noses to the grind-
stone ol the “proud’ and American
tradition of “‘labor’s fight™ For another
dime on the dollar and another five-
minute break.

1t is for positions like these in the ser-
vice of the war machine of U.S. im-
perialism that forces with the line of
Unity will be contending—all in direct
response and opposition to the revaolu-
tionary section of the working class that
took an internationalist stand on May
First. This is why, in response to the
salvos fired on May First, and to the
sharpening objective situation, the
noises coming from these opportunises
sound less and less like revolution and
more and more like the national an-
them '

MAJOR NEW BOOK COMING SOON!

AMERICA
IN DECLINE

IMPERIALISM'S GREATEST CRISIS:

AN ANALYSIS OF THE DEVELOPMENTS TOWARD WAR AND
REVOLUTION IN THE U.S. AND WORLDWIDE IN THE 1980S

Do you want to really understand why Bob Avakian' said “the

imperialists are in a lot of trouble. .

.you may not think that revolu-

tion is a serious possibility, but the rulers of this country think that

it is a real possibility. .

."? (“Opening Remarks" at the recent RCP

Central Committee meeting). This book analyzes why this is so.
When you read it, including this chapter, the possibility of revolu-
tion, the urgent necessity—and basis—for preparation now like May
Day 1980 jumps off the pages at you.

One chapter from this ex-
traordinary new book, a path-
breaking effort, written by a
writing group under the lead-
ership of the RCP Central
Committee and its Chairman
Bob Avakian, is available now
in the Feb./March issue of
Revolution magazine.

Order from:

RCP Publications
P.O. Box 3486
Merchandise Mart
Chicago, IL. 60654

$1.25 (plus 50¢ postage)
Available from RCP Publications
P.O.Box 3486, Chicago IL 60654
or at the RCP bookstore in your
area:

10/year for individuals
18lyear for libraries and institutions




	Pages from RW058-English.pdf
	Pages from RW058-English-2.pdf

