
Mexican Government Shuts 

Newspaper 

Down Opposition 

Tijuana, Mexico. The government closing of a liberal opposition 
newspaper here has unleashed a storm of struggle in this city on the 
Mexico-U.S. border. 

Adelante Baja California (ABC) was closed down recently by the 
Mexican government because of its consistent criticism of corruption 
and direct U.S. control of the regime of Governor Roberto de la 
Madrid. ABC, for example, exposed the fact that Baja, C�lifornia of• 
ficials under de la Madrid were cooperating with the U.S. immigration 
officials in brutalizing Mexican immigrants on their way from 
southern Mexico to the U.S., stealing their money and kicking back 
some of the proceeds to the governor. And the paper ripped into the 
governor's cooperation in what it called the "Americanization" of Ba• 
ja, California-the ripoff of peasants' lands to build fancy U.S.-owned 
tourist hotels, and the spread of maquiladoras (U.S.-owned runaway 
sweatshops along the Mexican side of the border). 

ABC's juiciest target was Governor de la Madrid, himself a ripe 
example of "Americanization." Born in the U.S., he attended high 
school in National City, a suburb of San Diego. He speaks English 
better than Spanish, and until he became governor he preferred to be 
called not Roberto, but Bob. The newspaper especially enraged de la 
Madrid by popularizing the custom of calling him, not the "Gober­
nador" (governor) but th!J "Bob-ernador." A photo run in the paper of 
de la Madrid jogging at Rosarito Beach near Tijuana carried the cap­
tion, "A flood of American tourists at Mexican beaches." 

ABC was hated in high places also because it gave coverage to a 
broad range of peoples' struggles. For example, the paper publicized 
the recent speech of Chilean revolutionary Jorge Palacios across the 
border in San Diego; and it has given thorough coverage to factory 
strikes, peasant land takeovers, and a recent student strike. In its 
three years of existence, ABC had become the most widely read 
newspaper in Baja, California with a circulation of over 50,000. 

ABC was shu\ do ... n b'1 the powerful, government controlled
union federation, Confederation of Mexican Workers (CTM). Playing 
the reactionary role for which it has become famous throughout Mex­
ico, the CTM enticed a handful of ABC staff members to join the 
CTM printers union, then used these few fools as a pretext to call a 
phony "strike." At one o'clock a.m. on Nov. 2, over 250 CTM goons 
marched into the ABC office, accompanied by Federal Security 
Police (the Mexican equivalent of the FBI) and State Troopers, and 
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Prime Minister Hua kuo-feng of 

China recently completed his three­
week tour of Western Europe, stopping 
off in France, West Germany, Britain 
and Italy. But while the press made 
much of the fact that this is the first 
time a Chinese head of state has ever 
travelled to the west, the fanfare was 
decidedly low-key. In spite of his for­
mal posts as Party Chafrman and Prime 
Minister, it is well known that Hua is 
little more than an errand boy for Teng 
Hsiao-ping and the rest of the Chinese 
revisionist ruling class. And it didn't 
take !ong to figure out just what sort of 
drumbeating errand Hua was running. 

According to Hua, the purpose of his 

grand tour was to reach "a better 
understanding of the realities of your 
advanced countries so as to inspire me 
in the modernization program I have in 
mind." But China's sagging plans for 
capitalist-style "modernization" have 
hardly been inspiring of late, scaled way 
down because of China's glaring lack of 
ability to pay. Despite the usual routine 

, of inspecting factories, huddling with 
bankers and generally drooling over ad­
vanced technology, no concrete deals 
were signed and none were expected. It 
was quickly apparent that the real 
reason for Hua's trip was to do a little 
flagrant flag-waving for the U.S. im­
perialist war bloc and to reaffirm the 
Chinese rulers' support for a strong, 
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forced the editor and his staff to leave. 
The shutdown of ABC has touched off a storm of protest in Baja, 

California and beyond. Over 1,000 people marched in the streets of 
Tijuana on Nov. 4, supporting the ABC newspaper staff. 1,500 turned 
out to an evening rally bn Nov. 9, and on the 10th another march of 
over 800 burned an effigy of Governor de la Madrid. 

The powerful response of the Mexican people has caused the. 
strug�le to sp�ead beyond B�ja, California. In San Diego, the 
American Society of Professional Journalists passed a resolution 
condemning the newspaper's shutdown. And a paid ad opposing the 
shutdown was placed in the Nov. 12 issue of Excellsior of Mexico Ci­
ty (the government controlled newspaper, and the country's largest 
�aily), _signed by 26 nev-:spaper publishers from throughout Mexico,
mcludmg even the publisher of Excellsior itself. 

Even the San Diego Union, well known as a bastion of ultra• 
conservative Republican politics, ·has had to editorialize against the
ABC shutdown as a violation of freedom of the press. . ' 

As the struggle against the ABC shutdown continues, there is 
widespread speculation in Mexico that Governor de la Madrid himself 
may be dumped, or at least kicked upstairs and out of the puBlic eye, 
because his puppet strings to U.S._imperialism have- been so clearly 
exposed. 

Palestinians Protest Arrest on West Bank 

No matter how much the U.S. imperialists, through their watch• 
dog Israel, try to manipulate the Middle East into a "stable" 
(translate: U.S.-controlled, opposition crushed) situation, the Palestin­
ian people's struggle always messes up their plans. Basam Shakka, 
mayor of Nablus in the West Bank, was recently arrested by the 
Israeli military authorities, jailed in a maximum security prison near 
Tel Aviv, and threatened with deportation. Nablus has been a center 
of fierce resistance since the military sent a right-wing religious 
group, Gush Emunim, to squat on Palestinian land. Shakka's "crime" 
was to tell General Dani Matt, West Bank occupation chief, that as 
long as the Israelis occupied Palestinian lands, they could expect ter­
rorist attacks. But Shakka is not just an official expressing an opin­
ion; he is a leader in the "virtually unanimous West Bank and Gaza 
opposition to the Camp David plan for Palestinian autonomy." (Chris-
tian Science Monitor) He is suspected of being a member of a group 
of prominent Palestinians connected to the PLO and leading many 
protests, including a general strike in the occupied areas, March 26, 
1979, the day the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty was signed. Israeli 
authorities are desperate to smash this group and anyone opposing 
the "autonomy" plan. 

Their attack on Shakka has blown up in their faces. "Rarely dur• 
ing 12 years of occupation have the West Bank and Gaza seemed so 
united, so angered by a single issue." Other Palestinian mayors 
decided to resign in protest. Merchants closed all shops. Classes 
were boycotted. Students and townspeople demonstrated. In addi­
tion, the Israeli Black Panthers, an organization of poor Middle 
Eastern Jews, demonstrated in front of the Gush Emunim settlement, 
against the government's continuing support of these squatters. Even 
the efforts of the PLO to cool down the situation were ignored. When 
students predicted violence in the weeks to come, they were asked 
just how unarmed Palestinians could go up against armed Israeli 
troops, "Just look at Iran," they replied. "The Shah had guns too." 

united NATO-armed to the teeth­
aligned against the Soviet Union. 

At every opportunity, Hua called for 
strengthened cooperation between the 
Western countries and China to oppose 
a "war of aggression" by the Soviets. 
In France, he urged resistance to Soviet 
"expansionism" and warned that "we 
cannot let Vietnam do in Indochina 
what Cuba did in Africa." In Italy he 
enthusiastically endorsed U.S. plans to 
deploy long-range nuclear missiles in 
Europe ·aimed directly at the Soviet 
Union. In Britain he railed that "Peace 
cannot be got by begging. War cannot 
be averted by yielding." 

To emphasize that lhe war cainp of 
the U.S. imperialists _should toughen 
up, in Paris, .Hua drove to the Arc de 
Triomphe and laid a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknow·n Soldier. This 
sickening gesture glorifying the French 
imperialists' wars of plunder (including 
in China itself!) was followed by Hua 
with a tribute to Charles de Gaulle as a 
man who "safeguarded France's na­
tional independence," a fitting illustra­
tion of the Chinese rulers' new brand of 
"proletarian internationalism." · 

Hua even ran out his version of the 
line, by now hollow and monotonous, 
about "peace in our time," pushed by 
the U.S. imperialists. In Bonn, West 
Germany, he said, "it is entirely possi­
ble to delay the outbreak of war and 
achieve long-lasting world peace,'' pro­
vided, of course, that the forces of 
peace "block with all effective means 
the aggression and expansion of hege­
monism." He has proved very capable 
of imitating the U.S. imperialists right 
down to covering blatant calls for arm­
ing to the teeth with pious promises of 
"peace through strength." 

But in spite of his blatant war­
mongering for NATO and his general 

kowtowing- to the interests. of U.S. im­
perialism, there was nothing about 
Hua's trip to fundamentally contradict 
the very real likelihood that China will 
eventually j:)� forced to capitulate to the 
Soviet social-imperialists who, after all, 
pose a more immediate danger to China 
than ·the U.S., with a million troops 
posed for attack along the 4500-mile 
border. In fact, recent developments in 
China (article page 3) have cast an in­
teresting light on some of China's 
motives for currying favor with the 
West. 

China's recent moves toward striking 
a deal with the Soviets have lent Hua's 
European diplomacy something of the 
character of a two:edged sword. While 
firming up their relationships with the 
U.S. bloc, at the same time the Chinese 
rulers stand to gain considerable 
bargaining leverage with the Soviets 
should they be forced to do an about­
face. The U .S.-NATO connection will 
certainly "up tge ante," politically, and 
economically, for the Soviets if they 
want to pull China away from the U.S. 
And the fact that China is getting more 
and more hooked on economic injec­
tions from the West would certainly not 

· preclude such a turnabout. Even the
Soviet Union itself is a heavy importer
of western investment and technology.

While the Chinese revisionists are
presentl'y polishing up the combat boots
for the Western war machine, they are
not putting all of their C-rations into a
single basket. As Hua wined and dined
at Buckingham Palace with such
luminaries of Western reaction as
Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Edin­
borough, it was clear that capitulation
was definitely on the menu, despite ap­
pearances. But the ultimate question of
capitulation to whom-the U.S. or the
Soviets-has by no means been settled.
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