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U.S. IMPERIALISM IS GOING TO -HELL.

Where Are YOU Going? 
Events of these past weeks in this country have twice 

underlined tht fact that the times we are all headed in­
to are not at all "normal times." The shots in 
Greensboro rang out that message. So did the 
whipped-up, stomach turning show of reactionary 
American flag waving around Iran. "No more 
shit ... America Number One" screeched crowds 
spearheaded by undercover police, Klan-types, and 
just plain ignorant chauvinists. 

All this showed not only the fact that these are times 
of crisis, it showed as well that there are two roads 
opening up before the people of this country-the 
roads of reaction and of revolution. It showed that in­
creasingly there will be two camps as well-the camp 
of those who cling viciously to the reactionary 
American dream and try to prop it up, and the 
camp-now smaller-of those who break with all this 
and say, "Tear this rotting corpse down, make revolu­
tion and build something new." The choices are shap­
ing up. 

In Greensboro a message was sent straight from the 
bourgeoisie. These gunmen were no local crazies; their 
bullets bore the seal of approval of the high authorities 
in this country. This massacre was like a declaration to 
reactionaries that hunting season was open-that they 
�ould get co--0peration from on high in their murder. 
Greensboro was also a message intended for the 
masses of people-a message intended to strike fear in­
to those who might "step out of line." And it was a 
package of deceit, intended to pretty up those who 
gave the gunmen their orders-the capitalist govern­
ment-as the guardians of safety and reason. 

And when they added their puffed up reactionary 
mobs around Iran into this picture-this was really a 
signal to their social base to go into action, and a show 
of force ,ntended to demoralize and paralyze the ad­
vanced, conscious pcopJe who hate a\\ this into think­
ing tftey could do nothing, that everybody was a flag-
waving, anti-Iranian idiot. 

To see the real meaning of all this-and especially to
see not only the reactio_nary show but the opportunities 
that are opening up to the revolutionary forces-we 
have to look deeper. For years, especially since World 
Wac 2, the U.S. rulers have been top dogs in the world. 
And based on this top dog position, the ruling class 
bribed some people in this country and lulled many 
more to sleep by tossing them a few crumbs, even 
while it exploited and oppressed them. But today, 
crisis and a rush towards war is accelerating in this 
country. 

Many people sense that this system is in crisis, that it 
is being challenged all around the world and here at 
home, too. But in the face of this realization, a choice 
is shaping up, a choice whose two antagonistic answers 
will now each muster growing forces

_. 
We are faced 

with a system that is headed downward. The question 
is are you going to fight to break through all this crap, 
scrap this system and make revolution, or are you go­
ing to fight to prop it up-to further fasten the chains 
of this system, all in the hope of getting a piece of the 
deal. 

Reactionary and Impossible 
This is exactly what is happening when reactionary 

mobs chant "No more shit. . .  U.S. Number One." 
There are two things we can say about this so called 
"vision." First, it is a monstrous and reactionary 
one-one based on preserving the world-wide criminal 
oppression and exploitation of our rulers along with 
their reign over us at hoi:ne. Second, it won't happen. 

The U.S. imperialist system is headed down. You can 
fight to try to keep it on top and many will-but in fact 
there is less chance of achieving this stinking goal than 
there is of overthrowing this capitalist system and 
making revolution. 

The rulers of this country recognize their crisis-and 
its only "solution", world war, which they hope to 
win against their equally reactionary Soviet rivals. Oh 
sure, they make use of a few starry eyed flag wavers 
who think that the world is just like John Wayne 
movies-super-Americans go shoot up "inferior" 
foreigners and then come home to confetti and pretty 
girls. 

But thos;: movies wore out long ago. Our cowardly 
"masters of war" will try to sucker naive generations 
of youth into doing the fighting, but they know the 
true realities in store. Even their current "culture" 
reflects this-it's a brainwash to brace us for the hell 
they intend to put us thr_ough. 

"The Horror" 
We don't get World War 2 type movies much any ...... 

more. This reflects the changed position of the U.S. 
Beipg top dog means you can't pull what they pulled in 
the last two world wars-sitting back while others did 
the main fighting and dying and then swooping in to 
grab the spoils. No, the U.S. is on the front lines all 
over the world today. That's clear from v·ietnam to 
Iran to Western Europe. And they are facing a power­
ful rival-the equally reactionary and now capitalist 
Soviet Union, �hich also needs to expand or die. So 
today we see war movies like The Deerhunter and 
Apocalypse Now, qiovies that don't paint a picture of 
a "grand old war", but of war as hell-a hell we have 
to face and then fight through. As Kurtz puts it in 
Apocalypse Now, "Make a"friend of horror and mor-
al terror." This is what they are preparing us for. 

In more sterile, academic terms they say the same 
thing. O\d "Number:bne" is heading down-only war 
can save it. Paul Volcker, the new Chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, put it this way in a speech last year in 
London: "With the benefit of hindsight, it would seem 
that an erosion of the United States' competitive posi­
tion was implicit in the post-war arrangements." And 
in the same speech he quoted a colleague, "A controll­
ed disintegration in the world economy is a legitimate 
object in the 1980s." Though he did not explicitly say 
so, his answer is clear-"control the disintegration" 
and get prepared to fight. 

Two Camps 

11 1s. It is among these people-along with all others 
who can't stomach this system-that the advanced are 
today and will be tomorrow steppi11g forward. 

These are the forces· that must deliver an ans·wer to 
the opposing camp. When the¥ screech about $1 a 
gallon gas as a reason to send U.S. troops to the Mid­
dle East, the answer has to be straight: 

"Yeah, dollar a gallon for gas is a crime, one of 
many. And not even the worst. But let's make.revolu­
tion to stop it. Do you think that preserving the very 
system that has produced dollar-a-gallon gas will 
somehow reduce the price? Let's make revolution here 
and take the oil, the machinery, the ability to plunder 
the U.S. and the world out of the hands of the 
capitalists. Let's support the Iranian people in coming 
to power against the U.S. imperialists so that another 
step will be made in helping the proletariat worldwide· 
create a new world-one in which the vast wealth of 
this planet can be put to rational use of the people of 
the whole world.," 

The capitalists of this country are pulling the masses 
of people into political life. They are doing so to serve 
their own reactionary cause, but, potentially, this is a 
great advance. After years of carefully built up crap 
about "campus apathy" all of a sudden campuses are 
seething. The stultifying atmosphere of pl)ilistine talk 
about bullshit in the factories is being shattered, too. 
And many cases already show that the initial puffed up 
reactionary performance can be challenged, even turn-
ed around. , 

But how? Not by silence on the part of those who 
see what's really going on and hate it. It can only be 
turned around if the still relatively small number of ad­
vanced forces step forward into the storm. The ad­
vanced section of the working class-still small but 
potentially very powerful, has to step forward and step 
up its activity. 

Step Forward! 
It is in this light that every action called for by the 

Party in the current period · assumes its full 
significance. If the advanced section of our class does 
not step forward to take up, sell, and establish growing 
networks of distribution of the Revolutionary Worker
newspaper, how will this crap be exposed and the peo­
ple trained in a common outlook, a common view 
every week? 

And in this light, too, revolutionary May Day 1980 
looms all the more important. Against the 
"spokesman for the working class" mantle worn by 
the likes of George Meany, just think of the impact of 
a force of class conscious workers in the streets on 
International Workers Day-beginning to take in-

Many people still do not see this underlying reality 
the capitalists see, as they try to get us to defend their 
system. And some-ignorant or slavish-will go for it 
as they desperately try to cling to their own decaying 
positions. There will be the conscious reac­
tionaries-including the George Meany types who 
spread shame on the U.S. working class by claiming to 
speak for it as they hawk U.S. aggression. Some others 
today don't know what they are defending, it has to be 
exposed to them. They have their heads stuck so far in 
the sand they don't notice the rotten stench and the 
thieving, murdering hand that AMERICA represents 
to the world. 

- dependent historical. action. What a blow to the
capitalists, what a message to broader numbers of
workers and all the oppressed of this system.

But there are still others who do see this: Veterans 
who know ihe "glories" of getting,your balls shot off 
fighting for the capitalists' profits; oppressed na­
tionalities who suffer doubly under this system; and 
many in the working class as a whole who have felt the 
back breaking weight of this system and see it for what 

So, too, stands out the importance of all those ac­
tions called for to defend and build the Revolutionary
Communist Party-the crucial revolutionary leader­
ship absolutely necessary to seize the time in the period
ahead. This means continued defense of the Party's
Chairman, Bob Avakian, who-is still threatened by the
ruling class, and building the Party's Million Dollar
Fund Drive so the Party's work can expand on every
front.

The advanced class conscious workers must step for­
ward now to challenge the ruling class crap. The futur�
is going up for the taking. ■

Chinese Revisionists to 

Revise Verdict on Soviets? 
uThe Chinese Communist Party has 

circulated an importam document to 
officials that concludes that the Soviet 
party should no longer be viewed as 
revisionist, according to knowledgeable 
Chinese sources." 

Thus a November 10 article in the 
New York Times. If true, this develop­
ment would mark another total reversal 
of and attack on Mao Tsetung. It would 
also mark a major preparatory step by 
the Chinese revisionists toward caving 
in to their Soviet revisionist counter­
parts. And this would be a major event 

indeed in world strategic alignments for 
World War 3. The reason for these 
developments is clear. In an August 3 
R W article "When Will China Play the 
China Card?" which predicted these 
changes, we quoted Mao speaking right 
to the heart of the matter: "Those who 
practice revisionism internally are 
bound to practice capitulation external­
ly." 

The likely truth behind the Times ar­
ticle is apparent from other, similar, 
recent developments in China. For 
some time, there has been little or no 

I 

criticism in the Chinese press of the 
rev1s1onism, the total betrayal of 
revolutionary Marxism, of the Gom­
munist Party of the Soviet Union. The 
USSR is blasted only for its "hegem_o­
nism," its military designs and ag­
gressiveness. One good reason for the 
new Chinese rulers' silence on Soviet 
revisionism is ironically pointed to in 
the Times article: "Peking's willingness 
to drop the revisionist label also helps 
the Government avoid the problem of 
explaining to the people that the 
Chinese party has not also become revi-

sionist .... " 
In the major speech last month at the 

ceremonies marking the thirtieth an­
niversary of the founding of the 
People's Republic of China, in recount­
ing the new rulers' revisionist view of 
the history of China since liberation, 
there is no mention at all of the historic 
battle waged by the Chinese Com­
munist Party under Mao's leadership 
against Soviet revisionism. Instead, 
there is only the strangely polite 
reference to " ... the scrapping of con-

Continued on page 16 
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On November 10, President Carter
announced he had told Attorney
General Benjamin Civiletli to begin
deportation hearings against Iranian
students with visa violations. It was an
old time-worn trick that the bourgeoisie
pulled out of the closet—another in a
reactionary series of attempts to whip
up a storm of racist anti-Iranian
hysteria. From so-called kidnapping at
tempts by four Iranians of the Gover
nor of Minnesota, which played in the
press for days until Nov. 10 they admit

ted "it was all a mistake (!)", to the
freezing of Iranian assets in the U.S.,
the media frothed at the mouth like it
hadn't been in years.
We spoke with two Iranian students

to get their reactions to this latest series
of attacks. "They want to build up a lot
of the anti-Iranian sentiment to cover
up the Iranian peoples' cause and keep
the American people from realizing
why the Iranian people are demon
strating against the U.S. I think they're
also trying to take the focus off what is
really happening in Iran.
"We are being fingerprinted and

photographed, because the immigration

has no photos of us...they want to
show us they're tough. It sounds like we
are going to a concentration camp, I
feel like a Jew in Hitler's Germany, I'm
scared the police will stop me, you
know?... I know a guy who had to run
out of his house in the middle of the
night 'cause the immigration was after
him."

The ruling class is trying to work
from both sides of the fence with the

harassment of the Iranians. On the one
hand they whip a lot of hatred towards
the foreign born and at the same time
they reap the added bonus of bringing
their files up to date on any potential
"troublemakers." On top of this,
they've done their best to paint a pic
ture of "loyal American workers" in

much the same way as they did during
the Vietnam war. High on the list on
this score is the ILWU leadership,
which dispelled any lingering associa
tion with its militant past by refusing to
allow the longshoremen to handle Iran
ian cargo.
"This guy came into the office where

I worked and was talking with this girl.
I found out he was a marine and he was
saying 'Oh this thin'g in Iran has been so
good for us now, you don't know what
it was like during Vietnam, when we got
off the plane I got showered with eggs
and tomatoes and they resented us. And
now I really feel it's changing, that the
American nationalism is building up,
we're becoming a whole... the situation
in Iran is so positive."

This is the real story behind the at
tacks on t|ie Iranian students. What a
perfect opportunity to build public opi
nion for "Old Glory", to play on the
frustration and anger the American
people have to turn it against the
"foreign enemy". What better way to
train for World War III? The struggle
to take this question out to the masses
of people and expose the maneuverings
of the United States is of critical impor
tance right now.
The students we talked to said this:"

"The people ask us these things. What
right does Iran have to take hostages,
what right does Iran have to demand
the Shah be sent home, they say if we
do that all the countries in the world
will make the U.S. bend to their re
quests. I try to explain to them that to
Iran the Shah is Hitler No. 2, maybe
even worse. How would you feel if you
had seen your sister gunned down by
the Shah, or if your brother had died
under torture, you would want
revenge.. .Carter makes a big deal
about the hostages. He doesn't give a
shit about them...I try to explain to
them what the U.S. role has been not
just in Iran but in other underdeveloped
countries everywhere, like Africa and
Chile and the Philippines and how this
country has supported the worst fascists
and when they're overthrown they've
offered them to live here. We have a
right to demand that the government
has to send the Shah back!" ■

Iranian People
Continued from page 15

be the U.S. or the Shah. He once served
as the Shah's religious advisor, advising
him on how best to use religion to keep
the Iranian people in chains. He has
been one of the prime movers in the
Khomeini government's attacks on the
Kurdish people's struggle. And all in
dications point to Beheshti as having in
trigued behind the students' embassy
takeover to further his personal ambi
tion to rule Iran with a totally feudal
regime; more backwards than Kho
meini's which has had to make some
concessions to the people.

Beheshti favors U.S. investment and
oppression of the Iranian people as long
as they would allow him to carry out
fascist rule as he would see fit. He has

SinO'Soviet
Continued from page 3

tracts and withdrawal of specialists (in
the early 1960s—RIV) by the Govern
ment of the Soviet Union" (only bad
policy by "the Government," perhaps,
with no blame attaching to the Soviet
Communist Party?).
At almost the same time, a Chinese

delegation arrived in Moscow to begin
talks with the USSR on a broad range
of differences between the two. This is
the first attempt at such talks in 16
years, and the delegation head Wang
announced upon arrival that "the
Chine.se and Soviet people have built
and developed a profound friendship
over long years of common revolu
tionary struggle." Of course the
reference is carefully made to the two
peoples and not to their governments or
the two parties, but even so, how can
there have been "common revolu
tionary struggle" when the people of
the Soviet Union were under the heel of
the revisionists, the new class of

been out to get Bazargan all along,
because the ex-prime minister favored a
more "modern" capitalist state to op
press the people, like that of Sadat's
Egypt. This is in keeping with the forces
that Bazargan represents, Iranians who
have ties with western capital. When the
situation arose to knife Bazargan,
Beheshti took it.

Iranian Left

Imperialism and Iranian reac
tionaries, for all their intrigue, have not
been able to compromise the revolu
tionary left. While direct news from
these forces has been almost nil, it's
known that the Union of Iranian Com

munists have been organizing and

leading mass demonstrations of the
unemployed, including a brief takeover
of the labor ministry, under the slogan,
"Down with fascism, Down with reac
tionaries." In fact some of the photos
released in U.S. papers as Moslem
students demonstrating have actually
been photos of these unemployed
demonstrations.

The revolutionary left has all along
backed the demand that the Shah face

the wrath of the Iranian people and has
praised their anti-imperialist sen
timents. Yet they have refused to simply
submerge themselves beneath the
Islamic government. They haven't
forgotten that the only force capable of
routing imperialism and pushing the
democratic revolution ahead is the

masses of Iranian people themselves,
politically conscious and fighting for
their interests.

Latest information is that Khomeini

has put himself in seclusion, which

would leave Beheshti and the Revolu

tionary Council in authority. The U.S.
is no doubt encouraged by this news,
hoping to see the Islamic government
quickly throw in the towel. But this will
not settle the imperialists' problem.
They still face the serious problem of
the Iranian people. They didn't believe
the Iranian people would be capable of
overthrowing the Shah, yet it happen
ed. They didn't think their provocation
to bring the Shah into the U.S. would
touch off the powerful explosion and
anti-imperialist sentiment which has
forced them to take measures that they
would have preferred not to take.
Measures that have multiplied the Iran
ian people's hatred of American im
perialism, as well as teaching them
more on how their enemy operates.
Whatever the continued intriguing that
the U. 5. has in store for Iran, the Iran
ian people themselves are still the wild
card. M

capitalists, ruling through a fascist state
apparatus, while at the same time the
Chinese people (before Mao's death)
really were broadly mobilized in revolu
tionary struggle against a new
bourgeoisie? It is clear that the Soviets
have been putting on the pressure in
these talks—and one price they might
demand of China is openly repudiating
Mao Tsetung—the implacable foe of
Soviet revisionism and capitalism.
There have been some other little

things as well. When Hua made his re
cent tour of Europe (see article, page
11), he made a point of meeting with
Berlinguer, head of the revisionist
Communist Party of Italy. Of course,
this Italian party makes a point of its in
dependence from the Soviet Union, but
it is still definitely part of the network
of revisionist parties that has its head
quarters in Moscow. And the recent ar
rests of dissidents in Peking have all the
flavor of similar events in Moscow—the
same combination of unleashing bour
geois liberalism on the one hand, while
repressing those who go too far in ad

vocating it on the other.
Then there has been the whole series

of rehabilitations of Chinese former
high officials who were toppled by the
struggles of the masses during the
Cultural Revolution and earlier.

Besides their revisionism, what most of
these had in common was a strong af
finity for the Soviet Union. Primary
among these is Liu Shao-chi, branded
as "China's Khrushchev" during the
Cultural Revolution, an epithet which
cut two ways, for not only was he the
highest-ranking leader of the bourgeois
headquarters in China, he was also
closely tied to the Soviet Union in many
ways. Now, although Liu has not been
formally rehabilitated, this is clearly in
the works, and his policies and pro
grams (as well as he himself) have been
publicly praised by the new Chinese
rulers.

If all this is indeed in the works, then
it's only a few short Chinese revisionist
hops to abandoning the label of "hege-
monism" attached to the Soviets as
well. After all, if the Soviet Union is

still socialist, then "hegemonism" must
be the result of the bad policies of a few
leaders. And, after all, Brezhnev is
quite old and reportedly very sick...

If all this is true, then the behavior of
such loyal Chinese revisionist lackeys
around the world (such as the CPML in
this country) should be hilarious to
follow. Not that we doubt for a minute
that the leaders of such outfits will have
any principles that keep them from tag
ging along after their Chinese mentors.
They have clearly demonstrated that for
years now. After all, if Yugoslavia has
been labeled socialist, why not the
Soviet Union?

But the real difficulty for these revi
sionist rubber men has nothing to do
with changing their political positions.
They've just staked their political
careers on wrapping themselves in the
patriotic flag of opposing the Soviet
Union ahead of opposing the United
Stales. And changing that should be an
interesting flip to watch.

We'll have more to say as things un
fold. ■
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