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Th i s poem was wr itlen by a '0 year o l d Bl ack man i n Lhe Atlanta 
city jail . It was written on a brown paper bag , jusl after he recei ­
ved the special supp l emen t of t h e Revolutiona r y Worke r on the mu r ­
der of Dami an Gar c i a". Th e poem ~1as t he f i r st poem he had writt~n 
in 5 year s . It was read at May 1st r a l l ies in citi es across the 
coun try : 

Damian Garcia is Dead 
But in His Death I Came.Alive 

Damian Garcia is dead 
But in his death I came a l ive 

Every day we are murdered bit by b i t 
I am 40 years old 
A veteran, and a Black man 
My brother has been murde r e d 
Cold-blooded , gangster scum dea th 
I'm running out o f pati e nce 

Damian Garcia is dead 
But i n h is de ath I c ame a l i ve 

He held the blood-red fla g a s his own blood flowe d 
I never knew I h a d a flag 
Un til Damian Ga rcia die d 
Rage is nothing ne w t o me 
And I've seen death be f o r e 
Bu t I' m 40 years old and rurming o ut of pa tie nce 

Damian Garc i a is d ead 
What you go nna do? 

I'm gonna take h is p lace , motherf~ckers 
And i f you sl it my t hroat and o pe n my be lly 
I was dy ing anyway b it by b i t ; 

.. ·. 

I los t an e ye in the a rmy , go t s hot i n t he back by a p ig 
I'm 40 years o l d, r un ou t of patience 
Re ady for Re volu tion 

Damian Ga r c ia i s dead 
But in his death I c ame a l i ve 

Pass me a r e d f lag 
Hand me a gun 
And whe n t he time comes a nd we ' a ll rea dy 
I'll be one wi t h the mil l ions 
And I'll whis pe r t o mysel f 
This one ' s for you, Dami an 
'-Ca use in your death I c ame alive I 

REVISIONISTS CAW 
OVER NIURDER OF CONIMUNIST 

What is r e :visionis m? Whi l e 
not having exclusive rights 
to it, the CPML has been practi­
cing it for some time. But now 
they . have stoope d to ne w de p t hs 
of depravity to p rovide us with 
yet another e xample of t heir 
endless ability to teach genu­
ine r e volutionarie s by t heir 
negative example . 

In The Call, May 5 , 1980 , 
the y Join the crows ' chorus 
of the bourge oisie 's p ress , 
the L.A. Police Depa rtme n t , 
e ve ry opportunist group i n the 
country, not to me ntion the 
KKK and the Nazis , in declaring 
that Comr ade Damian Ga r cia wa s 
"ki l l e d by the r esidents" of 
the Pico-Aliso housing proj ect. 

This s hould i n no way be a 
s urprise to anyone who is a ware 
o f t he line and practice of 
the CPML. What is a stonish ing 
is t he f ac t that this t i me they 
ha ve s o thoroughly and c a llous ­
! y e xpose d t hemse 1 ves . The y, 
scur vey lapdogs of the r ich 
that t h e y aspire to b e , hypocri­
tically de scribed Comrade Damian 
Garci a "as an individual who 

was deeply committ~d t o t h e 
work ing class strugg l e ", while 
f r o m be g i nning t o end t he y pain­
t ed t h is h e r oic martyr o f the 
i n t e r nati o nal proletariat , a 
me mber o f t he Re vo lutionary 
Communist Par ty , as a " dupe" 
of t he RCP. They we n t even fur­
t he r t han the bour geois pr ess 
whe n t he y c ha r act erized h i s 
murder as a just r eaction o f 
"local peopl e '.-;-of " communi ty 
youths fed up with t heir (re fer­
ring t o the May Day Brigade ­
- RW) h a r assme n t ." 

In their f utile a ttempt to 
buttress up this a t tack o f 
the irs , the CPML r esort to the 
mos t t h i n ly ve i l e d de magogy . 
The y have actua lly outdone them­
selves t h i s time . 

The y quote a high s chool youth 
saying, i n r e f e rence to t h e 
May Day Brigade , " They would 
tal k about the Alamo , world 
war , and t he stealing of Mexican 
land . They p l aye d o n ou r Chicano 
pride . Bu t t he r e must be anothe r 
way. " We ple ad GUI LTY! wi t h 
two excep t i o ns. First , we do 
not play , and we t h i nk it i s 

a fine t h i ng if t h e national 
pride that exists among the 
Chicano peo pl e is unleashed 
against t he c ha uvinism t he bour­
geoisie unle ashes on the oppre s ­
sed nationa litie s . Secon d , there 
is no other wa y . And while this 
s i s t er is thinkin g this que s tion 
ove r , the CPML has alre ady an­
swer e d it . It is an h istoric 
fea t ure of r evisionis m to answer 
t h is question with the lie that 
the slaves can easily , painle s s ­
l y and slowly rid the msel ves 
of oppr ession. 

And what should " c ommunists" 
be doing , acco r ding t o the CPML 
t he y s hould be " .•• l ink ing 
t he ir ideas t o the demands of 
the communi ty." Of course , these' 
demands, acco rding to the CPML 
t he n, must have noth i n g to do 
wi t h world war , the steal ing 
of Mexican land , the Alamo , 
o r Chicano p ride . 

And t hen , the y quo t e a 10 
year old saying "Every t i me the y 
come , the pol ice come . " It i s 
evide n tly a great source of 
pride to t he CPML that the p igs 
don' t g i ve a damn wha t CPML 

i s d oing . Accord ing to t hese 
scum suck i ng pigs c a lling the m­
selves r e volu t ionarie s , t his 
i s p r oof o f " ultra- l e ft an t i cs" 
on the part of the RCP . Evide n t ­
l y the CPML thinks that cal1 ing 
on the masses t o ove r t h row t he i r 
oppressor s , unle ashi ng the mas­
s e s t o struggle f o r the ema n­
cipation of all mank i nd , sho u l d 

be possib l e without i nc urring 
t he wrath of t t'lese oppresso r s . 
Perh aps t hey do not r ealize 
in t he i r fre nzy to assist (o r 
hide behind) e ve ry s oc ial demo­
cra t and r e formis t i n their 
t ask of trying t o k eep t he ange r 
of the pe ople safely bottl e d 
up i n pie - in- t he - s ky s c h emes , 
that the pigs are out he r e in 
t he str eets , incl uding in Pico­
Aliso , s hooting t he masses down 
eve ry d ay . Or pe r ha ps the y r ea­
lize it all t oo we ll and t h ey 
want to s tay as f a r a way from 
it a s t hey can . 

Of cour se t h e CPML d oes not 
want any t a l k o f wo rld wa r, 
and cer tainly not in places 

Con t i nue d on page 11. 
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they'd achieved of bu sting up May Day--but they were wrong . Al­
though ttte march was temporari l y dispersed f orces gathered the 
ranks together and marched triumphantly int o downt own. 

At one local high school 300 youths gathe r ed t o c heck o ut 
the march. Some reacti onary youth a t tacked the demon s t rat i on 
while others tried to break through pol ice lines to join i t . 
30 students marched along on the sidewalk beside the main body 
of the march. The cops ran frantically in £ r ont of t he students 
and using heavy intimidation tactics, turned t hem back. One 
Black youth was arrested for r unning to j oin t he demonstratio n. 
At a junior high school a few teacher s had been bui ldi ng f or 
May Day and estimate that 80 students wou ld wa l kout . Hundreds 
of orfice and clerical workers jammed one int ersection t o watch 
the march. 

Initial reports are that a number of workers t ook o f f work. 
At one plant for exampl e , a wo rker es t i ma t es tha·t twe nty younger 
workers stayed out and came down t o t he ~arch. A Bl ack woman com­
mented on the march--"There was a l o t of troubl e . Oh, but i~s 
the kind of troubl e I like .. . " 

Atlanta 

Fifty peopl e marched in Atla nta assembling a t a downt own 
park and marching t hrough the downt own area . 1 25 cops and as ­
sorted reactionaries accompanied the march i ntimidating peo-
p l e from joining and even physically prevented peop l e from d oing 
so. But the ma rch was watched with kee n i n t eres t by hu ndr eds o f 
people who gat hered in t he area. Af t er t he mar~h reached i t s 
destination, it was decided to go o ut and d o it again rather 
than just end it right there . At the end of t he secona t i me 
around the cops arrested al l of the cars of peopl e on t h e mar ch , 
so the marchers re-formed and marched out of downtown t o a b u s 
stop . 

After doing a l o t of agitation peopl e boa~ded a bu s fo llow­
ed by the press and t he pol ice . The p igs discussed plans to im­
pound the entire bus as peopl e gathered around t he bus where 
struggle and debate raged among 200 people until the pigs l et 
the bus go being cont ent t o arrest peopl e as t hey got off t he 
bus near the r evolut ionary wor kers c e n ter i n Atla n t a . 14 wer e 
arrested . 

At the Atlanta City jail, red f l ags were hang ing out o f cell­
windows including a huge r ed tabl ec l oth with p risoners giving 
the fist and chanting "May Day , May Day !" Th e s l ogan, "We won' t 
Work That Day Will You" had a rf!al e ffec t on ~ay 1st . Many who 
didn' t join the fray a t the demonstration t ook tha t step a t. 'the 
Southern I r on Compan y . There o ne worke r who c ame to May Day had 
another worker who didn ' t , count the time car ds i n his depart­
ment to see how many s tayed out of wor k. 25 wer e absen t wi t h 12 
to 1 5 who most l ikely st~yed out for May Day . 

West Virginia 

I n the coal fields of West Virginia the bourgeoisie made a 
very concentra t ed effor t t o mobili ze every k i nd of r eact ionary 
swamp dwel ler avail abl e t o show up i n Beck ley t o a t t a c k the May 
Day march . A vPry l arge number of t hese f l ag- waving scum was 
able to orevent th~ ma r ch f r om getting off the ground . The c o n­
certed effort by the rul i ng c l ass and their servants of a l l 
stripes to o r ganize a l arge counter demonstr ati on i s a n i ndi­
cation of just how seriousl y concerned t hey are about keeping 
the masses o f workers away from r evolutionary politics. The 
~cal miners in this area a r e a· tremendou s potent ial source of 
great strength to the working class as a whol e and a constant 
nightmare to the bourgeoisie that is determined to keep coal 
miners chained or with their sights narrowed to economic strug-

Caw 
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• 
like Pico-Al iso, because t he y 
h a ve long ago set for the mselves 
the task of cal. l i ng on the mas­
ses to fight- and figh t hard 
indeed- i n this Soviet/U. S. 
slavem~ter war for one of t he 
masters-in t heir case t he U. S . 
government which oppresses t he m 
and peoples around the world 
e very single day. 

They are actually so s ubjec­
tive, so isolated f rom the mas­
ses of people, t hat the y t h i nk 
the quotes they muster e d i n 
their article from the masses 
in Pico-Aliso , s uc h as "The 
RCP got s ome s ympathy after 
the stabbing , bu t why d id the y 
return?"; and " t he y s houldn't 
come in here, ther e's too muc h 
killing"; and " The y were known 
as the Red F l ag people, " stand 
as examples of the correctness 
of the CPML's line . Certain ly 
there is a social base in Pico­
Aliso for their line , but t hey 
didn't quote those people in 
their a rticle. 

There is one thing t he CPML 
is at present afraid to do. 
They did not attack Comrade 
Damian Garcia (or his comrade 
Hayden Fisher who was wounded 
by the same hit equad) for plan-

t ing t h e r e d f l a g of the i nter ­
nation a l prol e t ariat a top t h e 
Alamo . THEY DID NOT DARE! 

But· make no mistake a b out 
it . It is this r ed flag which 
the CPML fear s . The r e d f l ag 
that was r aised by thous ands 
and t housands on May 1s t, 1980 
i n t h is countr y, car r yi ng f or­
ward, i n defiance of murder , 
iii t h e face of the arme d power 
of the s t ate, the s pectre of 
the Re d F l ag flyi ng pe rmanent­
l y atop the Alarno , -the s pectre 
of t h e a rmed r evolution o f t h e 
masses . This , i ndeed i s more 
than the CPML can bear . For 
the masses wi ll put t he m and 
the ir kind out of t he business 
of p impi ng qff of thei r strug­
gle. 

I t was f o r this ·reason t hat 
the bourgeoisie singl e d out 
Comra de Damian Garci a for mur­
der. Whe n i t became c l ear t hat 
Comrade Garcia was dying h is 
fellow comrades of t h e b rigade 
stood a r ound h im and sang t h e 
I n ternation a l e . Damian Garcia 
r aised h is f ist, stil l grasp i ng 
h is b lood stained r ed flag , 
and died . This i s t h e stuff 
t h e leaders of the proletariat 
are made of . 

We hope t hat the CPML sells 
this issue of their paper espe­
cially in Eas t L .A . Al l revolu­
tionary minde d peoi;>l e who rea d 
it t here wlll s urely come to 
hate them deepl y. 

g l e only in the ir b l ack pits . In spite o f this s how o f force 
mar c hers s tood up a nd proudly wa v e d t h e r e d flags in 1the f a ces 
of these neanderthai s. 

A l a r ge numbe r of the anti -May Day f o rces we r e yout h let 
out of a downtown Catholi c School . A l egal obser ver ' s reac­
tion to t h i s was : "What are t hese k ids goi ng to be think i ng 
when they 're l aying in t he t r e nches , think ing about what hap­
pene d toda y , a nd wonde r i ng wha t the he ll the y were carr ying 
the r ed , white a nd blue for." 

Cl eveland 

A pit cned bat t l e r aged in t he s t reets o f Cl evel a na as a hun ­
dred demonstra t o r s , marc hi ng 2 x 2 beat back 30 separat e attacks 
by r~actionaries to f l y t he red f l a g on May 1s t. 

The f ocus was definitel y the red f l ag as t he air resounded 
with "We ' re proletarians , not Americans . Our f l ag is red , not 
red white a nd blue" . St and with t he Fut u re No t with the Past 
Raise the Red F l ag o f t he Wor king Cl ass . " Th e i n itially puffed­
t;.P reactionaries responded with s uc h i magina tive slogan~ as 
"Our flag i s r ed white and blu e , USA , USA." Or ganized by a hard­
core of Naz is and union o f f i cia l s t hese hundred t hugs , some 
wearing Teamst er jacke t s , pretended to spe a k for

1

t he work ing 
c l ass'. In the face of staunch determinati o n a nd sharp agita ­
tion , one of th is mot l e y crew admi t t ed , "Look, I'm paid t o be 
her e . " Some others dropped away , and towards the end p f the · 
march, sever a l were hal f-way admitting defeat, wit h comments 
like. "You guys go t it t ogether toda y b ut a fte r today . well 
then what are you go ing t o do? We 'll get you guys eventually. " 

Five rabid reactiona r ies were physically hel d back by sym­
pathetic peopl e on the sldewalk . 

dne Bl ack ma n, who o riginally was part o f t h e cavema n squad , 
c hanged sides , and, a t a press conference immediately af t e r 
the march , apoligized , saying , "My eyes have been c l osed but 
the march opened t h em and I under s t and much mo r e c l early the 
natu re of the system and the working class ... " 

The l ocal rul i ng c l ass had mo un ted ~ major campaign to t urn 
public opi ni on agains t t h e May Day act ion a nd had unleash ed 
reactionari es f or t!'1e express purpose of humi liating and crush­
.ing t he ma r ches . I t ~omeranged badly . As one Black worker des­
cribed the victorious May Day mar ch : " t h is ra lly here May 
Day s howed that spirit t hat we have, you know , i t s hows the peo­
ple tha t t hey can't fuc k u s a round . You know whe n t ney star ted 
t o come against us we didn ' t stop. We j u st kept fighting on , 
marching t hr ough the b r icks and bottl es , the whole works . We 
kept o n steppin ' . I bel ieve we won a lot of believers and I 
beli eve we ' ll win the whol e t h i ng . . . " 

More on t hese demonst r atio n s a nd reports on other demonstra­
tions we were unable t o cover will follow i n the nex t issues 
of t he Revolutionary Wor ker . 

Turkey 
Continued from p age 5 

-
vi ty . In Ankara , clashes with 
the arme d forces l eft at l e ast 
two '<:lead and 10 wounde d a s pro­
t est e r s marche d in de fiance 
of t he ban on May Da y actions. 

The re we r e a l so major Ma y 
Day e vents in the s ma ller c i t i es 
and towns. Me r ch ant s closed 
down the ir s hop s in s upport 
of t he acti ons d a y by day, and 
the police c h eck ed ! D' s from 
house to h ouse - a ll night long. 
I n t he town of Mersinda i n t he 
Sout h,1 50 , 000 march e d, i nc luding 
a very l a r ge number of people 
who came he r e to d emonstrate 
because it was one of t h e few 
places not yet unde r martial 
l a w and a May Day p roh i b ition . 
In t he city o f Antalya i n sout h­
e rn Turkey , accord i ng to early 
r eports , de monstr ators chase'd• 
the armed units sen t i n against 
them ou t of town . 

There were a l so at l east four 
openly fasci st demonstr ations 
organized by a rmed f o r ces offi­
cer s and civili an r eactionaries 
who rai sed s l ogans i n defense 
of Turkey' s nation a l f l ag and 
against wha t they called " ter­
r orism"- which was r athe r i r on ic 
s ince murde r and terror i s the 
s pecialty of these unofficial 
arms of Turke y' s top f lunkies 
for for eign imperial ism. In 
Tazmi r, whe r e many of the Ameri ­
cans who serve as a dvisor s to 
torture r s and· company executives 
l i ve , t he Army was calle d out 
to protect the m against d emon­
strator s . 

Setting t he stakes for t h ese 
actions , beginni n g i n January , 
Turke y 's pro-U. S .. Demi rel gov­
e r nment r espon ded to imminent 
bankruptcy by ope n ing t he coun­
try even wider to U.S . and West­
ern Europe an pil lage i n retur n 
for a $3 b illion loan from t he 
U. S.-domi nated (Jn ternational 
Monetary Fund---a l oan necessary 
to pay off previous loans and 
keep Turkey afl oat in the fj n a n-

c i a l we b i t is trappe d i n . Wages 
were · f r ozen, price c ont r o l s 
lif t ed, t he c urrency de va lua t e d 
and the whole e conomy of fered 
up to fore i gn i nvestor s . I n 
addition, as the "loss" of Iran 
to t he U.S . . and t h e app roach 
of a conf rontation with t he 
Sovie t Union ma de Turkey e ve n 
mor e important mi l i t ari ly t o 
the U. S . b l oc , De mire l signed 
ne w militar y treaties i n an 
a tte mpt to r eplace t h e Shah 
a s U. S . imperial ism' s Mideast 
blockho use . J\'11 this was accom­
panied by new wi d espread mea­
s ures agai~st t h e r evolutionary 
move me n t i ncluding t he extension 
of martial l a w a ll o ver t he 
country. 

Al t hough Ma y Day has been 
legal i n Turkey since 1976, 
t h e government announced t hat 
t h is year t he May Day actions 
would not b e a llowed to f l y 
th~ red f l ag . Later it t ried 
t o b an t he m al together . Th e 
trad e union ·federation DISK, 
back e d down on its May Day p l ans 
and held only on e ral ly , whic h 
attracted a bou t 6 0 , 000 people . 
DISK, whose l eadersh ip i nc ludes 
the pro-Sov iet rev ision i s ts 
has p l ayed the role of using 
t h e threat of fascism to wi n 
the worke r s to putting t heir 
fai th i n De mi r el' s "liberal" 
op position, which i s equally 
prO:-impe ria l ist an d rut hless. 
Many of t h e actions in 10 other 
citi es and 20 towns were l ed 
by r e vo l utionary forces , i n c lu­
d ing t he Communist Party of 
Tur key (Marx ist-Le n inist ) [TKP 
( M- L) ) . Th is r e p.resented a ve ry 
clear difference with t h e pas t 
several May Days where t h e revi­
sionists ha d far tighter con­
trol. Faced with thi~ i nterna­
tional an d nationa l s ituation, 
mi-i-itary a ut horities h ave an­
nounced t hat if the civilian 
governme n t can ' t stop t h e oppo­
sition t he armed forces will 
do so--a s tatement representing 
t h e senbimen t s of Turk ey ' s h igh­
est l e ve l capitalist s , landlords 
and other. forces tied to U.S. 
i mperial i s m. 
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