
By Andy Rose 
"Reverse discrimination." That's what the Bakke 

decision is all about. 
More important than all the legal hairsplitting 

over exactly what the various justices wrote, the 
Supreme Court ruling conveyed one central political 
point: that affirmative-action quotas "discriminate" 
against whites. 

Thus, the Supreme Court gave its stamp of 
approval to the chief ideological prop of racism 
today. "Reverse discrimination" has become the 
war cry of all those trying to halt and roll back civil 
rights gains in housing, education, employment, 
and every aspect of life. 

Baldly stated, the idea is that the passage of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act ended discrimination against 
Blacks, Chicanos, other minorities, and women. In 
fact, minorities and women have now become the 
new privileged groups in society. They are getting 
the pick of jobs, preferential college placements, and 
so on. "Qualified" whites and males-such as Allan 
Bakke-are being pushed aside in favor of "unquali­
fied" minorities and women. 

~Jibe new face 
of racism 

Stated so crudely, the notion of "reverse discrimi­
nation" seems absurd. Yet this is exactly the myth 
that. is propagandized day in and day out to 
millions of people. And it has a big impact. 

A call-in poll conducted by the New York Post 
immediately after the court decision found that 76 
percent of those responding approved of the ruling. 
Typical of many whites' reactions, it seems, were 
the comments of a thirty-three-year-old Long Island 
cop: "Past discrimination has nothing to do with 

present problems. They have to sacrifice and study 
hard the way we did. This is how it goes in Amer­
ica." 

Pollster Robert Beck reported that whites "were 
plainly tired of paying for hundreds of years of 
admitted injustice, 'committed by others,' and 'not 
our responsibility, not our fault.'" 

Whites 'herded into ghettos'? 

whites-a key indication of the abysmal health care 
provided in the Black community. (Yet a long anti­
quotas feature in the May 7 Washington Post 
smugly asserted: "The idea that the black communi­
ty's doctors, lawyers, etc. should be black is an idea 
held by white liberals, but no such demand has 
come from the black community ... .'') 

__- Forty percent of Black children live in families 
whose income is below the official government 
poverty level; only 11 percent of white children live 
in poor families (U.S. Bureau of the Census). And 
contrary to the racist stereotype of Blacks living it 
up on welfare, only 54 percent of Black families 
below the poverty line in 1975 were receiving any 
public assistance (National Urban League report). 

Segregated schools 
When they reach school age, Black children go to 

public schools that are becoming more segregated, 
not less. Black students are concentrated in big-city 
school districts that spend less per pupil than white 
suburban districts. Court rulings have noted the 
discriminatory nature of school financing based on 
property taxes but have failed to do much about it. 

There is more involved than lack of funds. The 
Yale Review of Law and Social Action notes: "There 
is empirical evidence that school districts allocate 
substantially fewer dollars to schools in poor and 
black neighborhoods, indeed, within-district dispari­
ties may be as significant as disparities [among 
different districts] in a given state." 

A recent letter to the New York Times ridiculed 
the hoax of "reverse discrimination.'' It asked: 
"What is being reversed? Are the whites to be 
herded into ghettos, removed from their professions, 
deprived of decent housing, forced into malnutrition 
and early death? ... 

nt/Lou Howort 
Supreme Court's 'Bakke' decision legitimizes hoax of 
'reverse discrimination.' 

This, by the way, is what the school busing 
dispute is all about. It's not that Black students 
need to "sit next to whites" to learn. Rather, 
desegregation is the only way to break the deliber­
ate pattern of school boards providing less money, 
fewer teachers, and worse facilities to segregated 
Black schools. 

By the time' they reach college age, a far higher 
proportion of Blacks than whites have been pushed 
out of school-onto the unemployment lines or into 
low-paying jobs. In 1975 only 8 percent of college 
seniors were Black, although Blacks are more than 
11 percent of the population (U.S. Bureau of the 
Census). 

The fact is that anti-Black discrimination is not a 
thing of the past-it is the systematic, all-pervasive 
reality today. Every objective measurement proves 
that. 

"Have we reversed the unemployment rate for 
blacks so that there are three times as many whites 
out of work on a per capita basis? ... Have whites 
lost 40% of their income, suffered a five-to-ten year 
loss of longevity or a sharp drop in literacy?" 

It starts with birth and childhood. The infant 
mortality rate for Blacks is nearly twice that for 

In professional schools and programs leading to 
higher-paid jobs, Blacks are barely beginning to 
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Socialists urge unity in anti-Bakke fight 
By Peter Seidman 

The Socialist Workers Party and 
Young Socialist Alliance believe that 
the broadest possible unity is needed 
to defend affirmative action against 
the reactionary Supreme Court 
Bakke decision, say Maceo Dixon 
and Osborne Hart. 

Dixon is a member of the SWP 
National Committee and Hart of the 
YSA National Committee. They are 
leaders of the socialists' activity in 
the Black liberation struggle. 

Because of their commitment to 
united action, the socialists welcome 
recent statements by the National 
Committee to Overturn the Bakke 

DIXON HART 

Decision and the Communist Party. 
NCOBD National Staff Coordina­

tor Melinda Paras stresses the need 
for unity in an article in the June 28 
issue of the Guardian. Paras criti­
cizes certain organizations-in par­
ticular, the Maoist I Wor Kuen and 
August 29 Movement-for attempt­
ing to build the anti-Bakke move­
menton a narrow, exclusionary ba­
sis. 

"Those who are seriously con­
cerned to win the struggle against a 
force as powerful as the U.S. Su­
preme Court," Paras says, " ... 
know that we must bring every 
possible political ally into the move­
ment in order to maximize its politi­
cal impact." 

She says that ''NCOBD's organiz­
ing work has clearly been directed to 
the masses of workers and students, 
especially third world people and 
women." 

But, Paras explains, "NCOBD is 
convinced that trade union officials, 
ministers, politicians, social service 
professionals, lawyers, and the like 
are an integral part of the united 
front as well.'' 

Paras says that groups such as 
IWK and ATM "are terrified" by 
such forces "because they fear they 

would lose leadership in the midst of 
such a broad front." 

Paras also says that unity in the 
anti-Bakke movement must include 
those whom she calls "revisionists, 
Trotskyists and dogmatists." She 
specifically singles out the SWP and 
the Communist Party, USA, in this 
regard. 

"While we clearly have political 
disagreements with Paras," says 
Dixon, "we agree with her that these 
differences should not be an obstacle 
to unity against the Bakke ruling." 

In a statement published in the 
July 8 issue of the Daily World, the 
Communist Party also calls for uni­
ted anti-Bakke actions. The CP 
urges the labor movement, commun­
ity, and religious organizations to 
join the fight. 

It also says, "student action 
should be organized on every cam- · 
pus to block retreats on affirmative 
action and instead to demand new 
advances." 

"We Communists will join with all 
democratic-minded persons, irrespec­
tive of political views or affiliations, 
who are prepared to do battle in this 
epic struggle," the statement con­
cludes. 

Dixon and Hart explained that the 

NCOBD organized the April 15 dem­
onstration of 10,000 people in Wash­
ington, D.C., against the Bakke deci­
sion. And the CP and its affiliated 
Young Workers Liberation League 
played a major role in organizing 
some 4,000 young people in a na­
tional march for jobs a week 
earlier-also in Washington. 

"The SWP and. YSA supported 
both of those action," says Hart. 
"These new statements point the 
way to more such united activities 
this fall. 

"Despite the confusing language 
used by the Supreme Court to cloak 
the real meaning of its July 6 Bakke 
decision," he explains, "the racist 
and sexist character of this ruling 
will become increasingly clear. 

"As this happens, oppressed mi-. 
norities and women will struggle to 
defend and extend the gains they 
have won through affirmative action 
against new blows from racist for­
ces.'' 

Dixon added, "United action by 
those already involved in anti-Bakke 
activities will make it easier to in­
volve still more powerful forces from 
the labor movement, the Black, Chi­
cano, and Puerto Rican communi­
ties, and the women's movement." 




