COMMUNIST WORKERS PARTY
P. 0. Box 20344
Greensboro, N. C. 27420

Decenber 23, 1979
Dear Friends

The reality of Novesber 3 is still berating ughout the G b COhie
minity, the state and the country, The brutal daylight assassination of five membere
uvu?ﬂﬂﬂ-wﬂubr-mhmmmyw-mmtha
bistory of this country. In the wake of the avalanch-of. anti-communist hysteria sin:ec
Novenber 3, many honest pecple have lost sight of the basic facts surrpunding the

X That is why the Commmist Workers Party (GWP) is commiilcating’
with ypu directly. We want to raise and discuss some critical questions with you.

Ve will start with several dasic points which we should not forget! . = '

: for a Legally called march (exuroising our constitutionel
rights, we were attacked without warning by the Klan and Nazis. Five people
were n{heﬁ.nly nurdered, It mas not a shoot outl

!: The attack on us by the Klan and Nagis was a surprise which we were neither
expecting nor prepared.to deal with, Most of us had our families present,
including children. It was not a shoot out!

Cv,The Gresnsboro police departnent did not fire a single shot to defend us as ve
were This d despite the fact that the police department knew
hmthatmnmmnuummdmdyimnd.tohnaumh.‘

It ¥es not & shoot outl :

We ave asking you to ponder these po nts deeply. We want you to stop thinking
in tegms of labels and ideologles, Try to stop thinking of ‘the half truths and
speculations so that the issue of what happened can be more deeply understood.

. You probably did not know Jim, Bil1, Sandy, Ceasar or Mike. These five pecple
.. mere murdered. They were not plastic faceless reflections of ‘ideology. . They were
fine, dedicated, havdworking selfless peoples ALl of them had their families and
¢ loved ones just as you do. Far fron the impression of the press that these comrades
cripMeTe & “little off,” all of ‘them had a hensi d ding of the soclal
forces which underlie the current
- the forces glving rise to the Klan
. groups served. Most importantly, all -
yictions. That's why we were all in lorningside on November 3rd.
I know that what I have just describded is not the picture that you have been
The basic facts of what happened are being lost in & growing
things are being turned upside down, ‘ Our Party
some people as the cause of the assassinations. Coverage
has been soandalous, If you go
can see the pattern of escalating hysteria daily.
the Greensboro Record permitted a story essent-
‘the murder of pur beloved Party members in order to
haye; yrters because our work was not going welll - Xpu really have to step back
and think hard .4 7 order to appréciate how:degp that charge is. Frankly, the massive
sttack on the WP, the work it has been doing and our members, both dead’and alive,
4s unequalled in recent times.
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There can be no @oubt that the target of the were leadershi
Ever since Novenber 3 CWP has ramained the target of a buge slander
expect more slanderous attacks and possibly more.

tate. We stated in our first offical press state-

inations that "We want to meke it clear'- this »

1s en attack against all the workers, oppressed nationalitites .

It is the beginning of a mew wave of systematic attacks

pownting resistance of the workers and oppressed people,

The Palmer ralds, the McCarthy eras, .

Bleck

in coming period. We must be prepared
cinctobutmkthnmuuﬁc attack.”

assassinations, the lMcCarthy era atmosphere is very ap-
CWP members and supporters been fired from their jobs btut
by are also tened with being fired
Some people are actually afraid to talk with
us beosuse of fear of "guilt by association,” "Phe “witch hunt” in onl dnyone
faniliar with héstory knows that it will not stop withthe CWPe Next it could be
trade unicn leaders, progressive professors, Black leaders generally, out-spoken
clergymen, stc. etc, That 4s the inevitalle path this repressive pattern will take
4f 1t is not checked, Alrveady, the Governor of the state has coms out publicly
in favor of inflitration of so oalled extreml t violent oriented gr

Some well intentioned people, especizlly members of the clergy, have come
al, Although their volces have registered oppostilon
e discussion of justice and no serious "?“"‘"‘”‘

while it aight be
It avoids dealln,
oppressive systen and 1t . Erows more oppressive dally.
against violence upcuth-donr-tonuu those of us
equality, justice and an end to exploitation to the notorius violence of the Klan
and Nazis, That's what it means when what happened on November 3 is described as

the sxtremsn right ve, the exivems left.

We have to 1ok deeper to understand the essence of things. If not, we risk
swift current of bourgeois propaganda. The view that some
violence is top simple of an explanation. It ddes not ex~
azis have been so tvely promoted over the last 18

the rise of the Klan and the
Tt does not explain why we have to have a
the Klan and whose interests they
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really represent. In the last mnalysis the =tand of simply being against violence
in g al t add ing the question of justice and the source of violence
aids further repression and viclenmce. We can see that happening as Governor Hunt
calls for the infiltration of "extremist groups" which actually translates into
whoever speaks the truth ebout the natuxe and essence of this system.

The current situation requires of us that we unite to struggle against the
vicious injustices reflected in reletionship to November 3, The Klen-Nazis terror
and police collaboration must be our point of unity. The CWP wanis to unite and
work cooperatively with anyone in building support against the Klan-Nazis murder
and terror, We realize that we do not see eye to eye with many groups on our assess-
ment of the source end nature of the problem we face. Undoubtedly there are also
significant differences on the methodology of solving such problems, We are always
eager to discuss these differences, but such views cannot and should not interfere
with our working together. We think that it is both possible and necessary for us
to unite in our opposition to the obviously pr itated of 3d,
even if there are a number of pther questions on which we disagree.

We nre available to meet with you or your group in either a public. or
a private setting. This could be an opportunity to discuss November 3rd and
subsequent developments. We have developed a slide show on the five assassinated
CWP members which daaws out what their lives and work were really about. Finally,
We want to encourage you tb actively join different efforts being initiated from
different sources, such as National demonstrations, civll r.ghts hearings, police
investigations, our trials, or simple commumnity forums. Your active involvement
will become part of the masslve £ight for justice. We hope you will be in
touch with us. We can be reached at 621-6822 or 275-6589.

Yours in Unitys

///a"?’l 77 Qé‘/ﬂ‘-f

Nelson N, Johnson
Spokesperson for CWP

IN DURHAM, CALL (919) 682-1014 between 1-6 P.M. or co
, = .M. me b,
BREAK THE CHAINS BOOKSTORE, 951 East Main Streit
(corner of N. Elm St.---just east of Goodwill Industries)
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