
12

pension funds. Drawing profits on their investments, the 
trade unions became converted into capitalist corporations.
Today union pension funds total $500 billion, which is called 
“the largest capital pool in America” for investment by A H. 
Raskin, fonner N.Y. Times labor columnist. Previously the 
union bureaucracy pursued a course of class collaboration, 
of getting the working class to support the capitalist class’ 
economic attacks on the workers, imperialist wars such as 
World War One, Korea, Vietnam, and so on. While still doing 
this, the union bureaucracies have now themselves become 
part of this capitalist class. They have become full partners in 
the exploitation of labor and have the same ma'cnal inter-o 
as their corporate boardroom colleagues. Their interests are 
thus diametrically opposed to those of the majority of work­
ers, unionized or non-unionized.

For these reasons much of the capitalist class has realized 
that unions pose no real threat to them. Union leaders are 
even joining top capitalist bodies. United Auto Workers’
(UiAW) Fraser now sits on the board of directors of Chrysler. 
AFL-CIO head, Kirkland, who hailed the Stevens settlement 
at the news conference announcing it as “a major victory for 
all the working people of America” , sits on David Rockefeller’s 
Trilateral Commission. Instead of busting unions, as in the 
past, now the federal government, run by the likes of the Rocke­
fellers. assists unions. The National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) actually supported ACTWU by ruling against Stevens 
a record number of times. The capitalists realize that the 
unions can police the workers and squash their struggles much 
better than the capitalists and their police alone. No wonder 
ACTWU vice-president Sol Stetin said: "The days of organiz­
ing battles fought in the streets are over. We live in an era ot 
civilized labor relations now” . Civilized for the capitalists in 
the corporations and the unions, that is, but still hell for the 
workers.

Another aspect of the deals between the unions and the 
capitalists is that union organization only goes on minimally 
in the South and among the most oppressed workers, includ­
ing Black and Chicano workers. ACTWU unionized a Fa rah 
apparel plant in LI Paso. Texas in 1975, employing mostly 
Chicano women. After declaring another “breakthrough . no 
significant new plants have been unionized. ACTWU has al­
ready said it will not locus on Stevens any longer. I he South, 
and especially the textile industry, will remain a haven for ex­
ploitation of cheap, non-union labor, so long as the capitalists 
and the union hacks have their way.

ACTWU’s plans for the future instead may involve a merg­
er with the international Ladies’ Garment Workers Union 
(ILGWU). This union, centered in New York’s dwindling Gar­
ment Center, has done nothing to defend its members in 
years. ILGWU workers, many of whom are women and immi­
grants from Latin America, face sweatshop conditions, near 
minimum wage, and constant lay-offs from runaway shops. 
ILGWU’s response has been to lead a chauvinist “ Buy Ameri­
ca” campaign that gets U.S. workers, including immigrant 
workers, to support their bosses in competition against other 
capitalists, and pits these workers against foreign workers.
This is the kind of traitorous union bureaucracy ACTWU 
wants to become one with.

Tire Struggle for Workers’ Democracy in the Unions
There are may key lessons in this struggle tor all workers. 

Even though there is now some dissatisfaction with this settle­
ment, many workers are happy about it and consider it a vic­
tory. Most of these workers will soon be very disappointed 
when they learn what a rotten deal they got. Although 
ACTWU literature used many names and pictures of workers,

they were actually shut out of their own organizing drive.
They will’eventually learn that they are shut out of running 
the union altogether.

For the working class to defend its own interests, it must 
struggle for real workers’ democracy in the unions. It must 
combat the line of class collaboration between capital and 
labor and defeat the “business unionism” of the likes of 
ACTWU. Instead of giving in to the cynicism and demoraliza­
tion that disappointments with union bureaucracies often 
breed, the workers need to set up their own organizations, 
their own centers. These centers must struggle to kick the 
bureaucrats out of the workers’ movement and out of the 
unions. Such centers must not only struggle around economic- 
issues, but must take up political questions like the struggles 
against imperialist war and against the national oppression of 
Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, and other oppressed peoples.

The U.S. working class has a rich tradition of militant work­
er struggles, often involving revolutionary leadership, that 
should be followed. The road for the workers’ movement 
should not be the business unionism of the likes of ACTWU. 
Instead, they must follow the road of the Flint auto workers 
whose sit-down strike occupied their G.M. factory in 1937, 
or that of the Seattle workers who during their 1919 general 
strike refused to load supplies the U.S. military needed in its 
intervention aeainsf the vouns Soviet Republic.

Ultimately, however, strikes can only bring partial results 
at best. There are many false “communists” and “ leftists” who 
try to keep the workers’ movement on a narrow', trade-union­
ist path. They hide from the workers that all tire exploitation, 
oppression, misery and indignity that burden the working class 
can only cease when capitalism is overthrown and socialism 
established- When workers try to organize for themselves, 
these opportunists either try to take over workers’ groups and 
drive everyone else out. or, if that fails, to smash them. These 
opportunists are not revolutionaries but reformists, economists 
who assist the union bureaucrats in keeping the workers’ move­
ment impotent.

Reform or Revolution

Trade unionism has no solution to any of the ills of capital­
ism. Despite trade unions all over the world, every major capi­
talist country is in the throes of a deepening economic crisis. 
Lay-offs, chronic unemployment and inflation, militarization 
and preparations for an imperialist world war, the rise of the 
Klan and Nazis to all tins the trade unions offer no answer.
All the opportunists who glorify trade unionism ignore or re­
ject what Marx himself said: “Trade unions work well as cen­
ters of resistance against the encroachment of capital. They 
fail partially from an injudicious use of their power. They fail 
generally from limiting themselves to guerilla war against the 
effects of the existing system, instead of simultaneously try­
ing to change it, instead of using their organized forces as a 
lever for the final emancipation of the working class, that is 
to say, the ultimate abolition of the wages system.” (“Wages 
Prices and Profit” )

lo really deleat the likes oi J,P. Stevens, the whole system 
of private property and production for profit, the capitalist 
system, must he ended. The task is to prepare for this today. 
This cannot go on without defeating the agents of the capital­
ists within the workers’ movement, the traitors like the union 
bureaucrats and the various opportunists. The Bolshevik Revo­
lution in Russia in 1917 most vividly and most dramatically 
showed the workers of the world the only path to emaneiap- 
tion from the yoke of capital. Today many workers are re­
learning this truth, and more and more will do so in the years 
to come.
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FASCISTS ACQUITTED IN GREENSBORO
The trial of six Nazi and Kl^n members in Greensboro,

North Carolina is over. They have all been acquitted of murder­
ing five members of the Maoist Communist Workers Party 
(CWP) at a CWP “Death to the Klan” rally. Three basic lessons 
.stand out in this case.

The first lesson is that the American system of “justice” 
has once again shown its hypocritical nature. Despite numerous 
witnesses and even a videotape of the murders, the fascist 
scum were set free. This acquittal can only encourage these 
racist criminals to even further increase their growing ranks. 
During the trial the state was exposed for instigating at least 
one side of this confrontation by having their agents in 
tire Klan and Nazis organize the caravan that attacked CWP.
It is not an accident that this happens now. A general wave 
of terror against Black people and an upsurge of chauvin­
ism and racism is spreading across the U.S. This is necessary to 
prepare for the coming imperialist war and to divide and 
weaken the working class and oppressed peoples so they can 
be made to accept the brunt of the capitalist economic 
crisis. It is in this context that the ruling class is revitalizing and 
giving wide publicity to the Klan.

The second lesson is that the isolated confrontations by the 
likes of CWP with the Klan cannot at all defeat them, but 
in fact paves the way for greater attacks on the working class, 
oppressed peoples, and anyone even claiming to be revolu­
tionary or communist. CWP’s method of fighting the Klan is to 
challenge them to decisive conflicts and to threaten them 
without either themselves or anyone else being in a position to 
successfully win these encounters. Their adventurist course 
is summarized in their slogan “Payback,” which they say means 
seeking revenge. Totally absent are the scientific Marxist- 
Leninist. teachings on strategy and tactics. These demand an ac­
curate estimation of forces before entering any battle, 
calculations involving which methods and arenas of struggle 
are most effective at each specific time, and an understanding 
of how immediate struggles prepare for victory in the ulti­
mate battle for the revolutionary seizure of power. Instead 
CWP gives us frenzied emotionalism. CWP baited the Klan as
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“cowards” and “punks,” and challenged them to come to 
their rally last year for a confrontation. The result was not 
only the death of the five Maoists. In Greensboro a more reac­
tionary political atmosphere now exists. The masses are 
still without any organization to defend themselves. And-to 
further show the impotence of CWP and how they have 
helped disorganize the masses, the acquittal of the Klansmen 
and Nazis was met with no rebellion or even significant 
protest anywhere. Quite the opposite happened in Miami, 
where a massive spontaneous rebellion in the Black community 
followed the acquittal of the white cops who had murdered 
a Black man, Arthur McDuffie.

The third lesson, drawn from the other two, is that the 
working class and oppressed peoples cannot successfully fight 
the imperialist system and their fascist agents in the Klan 
without fighting the opportunists like CWP whose actions ac­
tually pave the way for fascism The Communist International 
in the 1930s showed how the victory of Hitler and fascism 
in Germany would not have been possible without the assis­
tance of the opportunists, who were actually social-fascists.
One of the methods of both the police and the social-fascists is 
“provoking strikes and various other movements of the 
proletariat at the most inopportune moments in order to dis­
rupt them and demoralize the masses.” They do this “ to 
disrupt the growing labor movement, when they are not able 
to prevent the movement from achieving its aim in any 
other way.” (“The Struggle Against the Provocateur,” Tire 
Communist International, no. 2, 1932) This clearly describes 
the antics of both CWP and their Maoist cousins, the Rev­
olutionary Communist Party. Tire bourgeoisie would love for 
such social-fascists to appear in spontaneous struggles like 
the Miami rebellion so they could more easily repress them.
For this reason CWP, though a small sect, is given enormous 
publicity in the bourgeois media.

To fight the bourgeoisie and win we must drive such filth as 
CWP out of the movements of the working class and oppressed 
peoples. We certainly do not need any more disasters 
like Greensboro.

APPEAL TO ALL 
REVOLUTIONARY 

COMMUNISTS!

An appeal to begin the preparations 
needed in order to be able to transform 
the approaching imperialist war into 
a civil war against the bourgeoisie. See 
the second issue of International 
Correspondence.


